This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


USZOjr/9.i.2.£-r/fYy-v-s-) 


HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 


1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


k- 


■  ■     -•-   '■  iJg_NAH__  JOURNAL, 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

OF  THE 

STATE  OF  FLORIDA, 

AT  ITi 

Began  andbddlntheClty  of  TaIUkha8s«e,oii  Sfonday,N6T.  X3, 1847, 

AT   THE   CAPITOL. 


^  TALLAHASSEE  : 
OFFICE   OF   THE   FLORIDIAN. 

PRINTED   BT   SIBLEY    &   DYKE. 


1847. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HARVAnO  COLLEGE  LISRAIiy 


A/ 


/ 


•>.'-^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SENATE  JOURNAL. 


Monday,  22d  November,   1847. 

"^e  Senate  was  called  to  order  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  by  H. 
Archer,  Secretary  of  the  last  Senate ;  and  the  roll  being  called,  the 
ibJlowiBg  Senators  answered  to  their  names,  viz  : — 

From  Alachua  and  Marion — Gabriel  Priest. 

From  Jefferson — John  M.  Smith. 

From  FranJdin — R.  J.  Floyd. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  members  present  adjourn- 
ed until  to-morrow^  10  o'x;lodc. 


Tuesday,  23d  November,  1847. 

The  roll  being  called  at  10  o'clock,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  the 
following  members  answered  to  their  names,  viz  : — 

Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Lorri- 
mer,  McLean,  McMillan,  Moseley  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Ta. 
bor,  Traccy,  Walker  and  Watts. 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion,  Mr.  Fairbanks  was  called  to 
the  Chair. 

The  following  members  produced  certificates  of  their  election,  and 
were  sworn  by  Edward  M.  West,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Leon 
County,  viz  :— 

Messrs.  Avery,  Floyd,  Burritt,  Brett,  Watts,  Tracey,  Smith,  San- 
derson, Moseley. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  the  business  of  the  session  was  opened 
with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Choice. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  President. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Walton,  received  thirteen  votes ; 

Mr.  BuKBiTT,  of  Duval,  received  four  votes  ; 

Whereupon  Mr.  McLean  was  declared  duly  elected. 

Messrs.  Floyd,  Avery  and  Tabor,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to 
conduct  the  President  elect  to  the  Chair,  which  duty  they  performed, 
and  the  President,  on  taking  the  Chair,  returned  his  acknowledg- 
ments, in  a  short  and  appropriate  address. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  electfon  of  Secretary  ; 

When  Mr.  Chas.  W.  Downing  was  declared  unanimously  electfed. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  Assistant  Secxa- 
isiry ;  and, 
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Silas  W.  Sanderson  was  unanimously  elected  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  next  proceeded  to  tjie  election  of  Enrolling  and  En* 
grossing  Clerk.     The  vote  was  as  follows  : 

A.  H.  Bush,  13 

Blank,  3 

Mr.  Fairbanks  was  excused  from  voting. 

Mr.  Bush  was  declared  duly  elected. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Sergeant^at* 
Arms ; 

Mr.  W.  W,  Taylor  was  unanimously  elected. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Messenger. 

A.  G.  McLean  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  officers  elected  were  severally  sworn  by  the  President,  as  the 
Constitution  requires. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  the  Rules  of  the  last  Senate  were 
adopted  as  the  Rules  of  the  present  Session  until  other  Rules  be 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Avery, 
Sanderson,  and  Austin,  was  appointed  to  inform  the  House  that  the 
Senate  was  organized  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Tabor,  Burritt,  and  Fairbanks  were  appointed 
a  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  act  with  a  similar  com- 
mittee from  the  House,  to  wait  upon  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  and 
inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  were  now  organized  and  ready  to 
proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Smith  offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  go  into  the  election  of  Printer,  at  a  com* 
ponsation  to  be  fixed  on  afterwards. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  ofibred  the  following  amendment  to  the  above  reso* 
lution : 

Be  il  resolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  obtain  sealed  pro- 
posals  for  doing  the  printing  of  this  body  at  its  present  session — that 
said  proposals  shall  state — 

1st,  The  price  they  will  furnish  500  copies  of  the  Journals  per  page,' 
and  the  additional  price  for  daily  slips. 

2d,  The  Miscellaneous  Printing  of  the  Senate,  such  as  Bills,  Re* 
ports,  dec,  counting  75  copies,  per  100  words. 

That  such  sealed  proposals  be  opened  by  the  President. 

Which  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Avery  offered  the  following  as  an  amendment  to  the  original 
resolution : 

Add  the  words  **  by  the  Senate"  after  the  word  afterwards. 

On  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  the  amendment,  the  ayes  and 
noes  were  called  by  Messrs.  Fairbanks  and  Floyd,  and  were  as  foK 
lows : 

Ayes — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Lorri- 
mer,  McMillan,  Moscley,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts 
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Noes — Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Priest,  and  Tabor — 4. 

Bo  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion  the  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Printer* 

S.  S.  Sibley  and  Smith  &  Bartlett  were  nominated.  The  vote 
was  as  follows : 

For  S.  S.  Sibley — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett, 
Burritt,  Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Tracey, 
Walker,  Watts— 13. 

For  Smith  &  Bartlett — Messrs.  Fairbanks  and  Tabor — 2. 

Blank,  Mr.  Smith. 

Mr.  Floyd  was  excused  from  voting. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Sibley  was  declared  duly  elected  Printer  to  the  present 
cession. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  compensation  of  the  Printer  of  the  Senate  be 
now  determined. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  offered  the  following: 

Resdved^  That  the  Printing  of  the  Senate,  during  its  present  ses- 
sion, be  executed  by  S.  S.  Sibley  upon  the  following  terms,  to  wit : 

That  he  furnish  500  copies  of  the  Journals  of  the  Senate  at  82 
per  page,  counting  one  copy  ;  and  daily  slips  of  the  proceedings  at 
25  cents  per  page  of  550  words.  That  he  shall  execute  the  miscel* 
laneous  printing  of  the  Senate,  such  as  bills,  reports,  ^c,  at  i  cent 
per  100  words,  counting  75  copies. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  author. 
Ized  to  purchase  stationery  for  the  Senate,  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of 
fifty  dollars. 

Mr.  Lorrimer  moved  to  amend  the  above  resolution  by  striking 
4>ut  the  words  '^  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars." 

Which  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "  fifty  dollars," 
and  inserting  "  twenty  dollars." 

Which  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Lorrimer  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "  fifty,"  and 
inserting  "  ten." 

Which  amendment  was  lost. 

The  vote  being  taken  on  the  original  resolution,  it  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  it  was 

Resolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  authorized  to  fur. 
nish  stationery  to  the  Senate,  in  an  amount  not  to  exceed  twenty  dol- 
lars. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Tabor  moved  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M, 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  8  o'clock, 
P.  M. 
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3  oYlocs,  p.  M. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  gave  notice  that  he  would,  oo  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  so  altering  the  Constitution  of  this  State  as  to  make  the  ses- 
sions of  the  General  Assembly  biennial  instead  of  annual. 

Also  a  bill  so  amending  the  Constitution  of  this  State  as  to  extend 
to  all  ^ree  white  inhabitants,  being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who 
shall  have  resided  within  the  State  one  year,  the  elective  franchise^ 

Mr.  Sanderson  gave  notice  that,  on  some  future  day,  he  would  ask 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  Tax  Collector  and  Assessor. 

Also  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  House,  and  inform  them 
of  the  organization  of  the  Senate,  reported  that  they  had  performed 
that  duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  Mr.  Austin  was  excused  until  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Sanderson  submitted  the  following : 

Resolved^  That  the  Comptroller  be  requested  to  furnish  to  the 
Senate  separate  statements  of  the  expense  incident  to  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  the  State  and  County  revenue  in  the  several  coun- 
ties of  the  State. 

Which  was  adopted. 

A  o^essage  was  received  from  the  House,  informing  the  Senate 
that  that  body  had  organized,  and  was  ready  for  business. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  his  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor and  inform  him  of  the  organization  of  the  Senate,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  that  duty. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  by  his  pri- 
vate Secretary,  O.  A.  Myers,  his  third  annual  Message. 


GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 
In  the  communication  made  to  the  last  General  Assembly,  the 
Executive  had  the  happiness  to  congratulate  his  fellow  citizens  with 
regard  to  the  blessings  of  health,  and  of  prosperity,  in  their  varied 
pursuits.  It  is  a  source  of  heartfelt  satisfaction  to  be  enabled  to  give 
you,  at  this  time,  new  assurances  of  the  continuance  of  the  favors  of 
Providence.  The  current  year  has  but  increased  our  obligations  to 
the  great  Source  of  our  multiplied  bounties.  At  no  period,  since  the 
organization  of  the  State  Government,  have  we  had  more  cause  of 
gratitude  for  the  continuation  of  health,  the  rich  rewards  of  industry, 
and  the  steady  advancement  of  our  great  social  interests  and  moral 
improvement,  than  at  the  present.  Being  thus  signally  blessed,  it 
becomes  pur  duty,  when  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  those  trusts 
4:;onfided  to  us  as  the  representatives  of  the  people,  not  only  to  express 
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tmr  thanktulness  atad  gratitude  for  the  past,  but  to  to  invoke  the  aicft 
and  guidance  of  that  Almighty  Being  who  controls  events,  as  that  all 
our  deliberations  may  be  directed  to  the  advancement  of  the  great 
interests  of  the  people,  and  the  promotion  of  the  honor  and  reputation 
of  the  State.     Without  stwh  aid,  we  cannot  Jiape  for  success. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  proceed  to  the  discharge  of  a  high- 
ly responsible  and  important  duty,  imposed  upon  the  Chief  Executive 
Magistrate  of  the  State,  at  the  commencement  of  the  annual  sessions 
of  the  General  Assembly,  contained  in  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  State,  which  requires  of  him  to  lay  before  that  body  "  informa- 
tion in  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  Government,  and 
the  recommendation  of  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  expedient 
and  proper  to  promote  the  general  welfare.'^ 

Upon  a  review  of  the  Acts  and  Resolutions  adopted  by  the  General 
Assembly  since  the  organization  of  the  State,  I  take  this  opportunity 
to  invite  your  attention  to  the  act  of  10th  December,  1845,  providing 
for  a  Digest  of  the  Territorial  and  State  Laws,  and  to  a  supplemen- 
tary act  of  the  same  session,  providing  for  the  collection  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  Statutes  of  Great  Britain  offeree  in  this  State.  It  will 
be  seen  by  an  examination  of  the  Acts  referred  to,  that  the  purpose  of 
the  General  Assembly  was  not  only  to  have  a  thorough  Digest  of  all 
the  Acts  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  of  a  public  nature,  and  then 
in  force,  including  such  as  might  be  passed  by  the  General  Assembly 
up  to  the  Fall  session  of  1846,  but  to  collect  and  arrange,  under  ap- 
propriate  heads,  all  the  Statutes  of  Great  Britain  of  force  in  this- 
State.  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  assigned  the  Executive  in  the  Acts  above  named,^ 
L.  A.  Thompson,  Esq.,  was  commissioned  to  carry  into  execution 
this  wise  measure  of  the  General  Assembly.  A  complete  Digest,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  first  Act,  of  inestimable  value 
to  the  State,  the  compilation  and  completion  of  which  might  well  have 
been  considered  the  work  of  years,  has  been  carried  through  ther 
press  within  a  year  from  its  inception,  and  is  now  submitted  to  the 
General  Assembly  for  such  additional  legislation,  if  any,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  perfect  the  work. 

I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  give  this  work  a  prominent  position  in- 
rhis  communication  for  several  reasons,  the  justness  of  which  will  be 
readily  seen.  Frequent  changes  in  public  laws  are  of  themselves 
evilsof  no  ordinary  magnitude.  In  a  government  like  ours,  with  a 
population  comparatively  sparse,  scattered  over  an  extensive  territo- 
ry, with  few  facilities  of  intercommunication,  such  changes  are  pe- 
culiarly so.  That  the  Digest  under  notice  will  meet  the  reasonable 
expectations  of  the  public,  the  high  reputation  of  the  Commissioner  is 
believed  to  be  a  sufficient  guaranty,  independently  of  the  unqualified 
approval  and  commendation  of  the  commission  appointed  to  approve 
er  disapprove  of  the  work,  as  their  judgments  might  dictate.  From* 
these  considerations,  it  is  earnestly  but  respectfully  recommended, 
that  no  additional  legislation^  (at  least  of  a  public  nature,  and  in  re- 
peal of  the  acts  composing  (he  Digest,)  may  be  had  at  the  present 
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session,  unless  such  legislation  will  be  obviously  productive  of  positive 
public  good.  It  would  seem  to  be  wise  policy  at  least,  to  allow  ex- 
perience  to  teat  the  inefficiency  of  this  work — ^a  work  of  industry,  en- 
ergy and  talent — before  we  attempt  to  improve  it  bj  legislation  of 
doubtful  expediency. 

The  collection  and  arrangement  of  the  Statutes  of  Great  Britain  of 
force  in  this  State,  contemplated  in  the  provisions  of  the  supplement* 
tary  act  referred  to,  have  not  yet  been  completed,  but  will  receive  the 
prompt  attention  of  the  Commissioner  at  an  early  day. 

In  the  annual  message  to  your  immediate  predecessors,  I  felt  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  recommend  the  following  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  State,  to  wit : 

1.  Biennial,  instead  of  annual,  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  the  term  of  service  of  the  members  thereof  so  amended  as  to 
conform  thereto. 

2.  A  residence  of  six  months,  instead  of  two  years,  within  the 
State,  as  a  necessary  qualification  to  suffrage. 

3.  So  amend  the  12th  section  of  the  5th  article,  that  (he  election 
of  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  be  hereafler  made  directly  by  the 
people  by  general  ticket  from  the  entire  State,  without  in  other  res- 
pects interfering  materially  with  the  alternating  system  as  at  present 
established  by  kw ;  and  that  the  term  of  service  should  not  continue 
more  than  ten  nor  less  than  five  years. 

It  is  a  gratification  to  embrace  this  opportunity  to  advise  you  of 
the  adoption,  in  part,  <^  these  recommendations,  by  the  last  General 
Assembly,  (and  of  their  publication  in  the  public  journals  of  the  State, 
in  conformity  to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  provides  for 
amendments  by  your  body ;)  but  this  gratification  on  the  one  part,  is 
coupled  with  a  deep  regret  on  the  other,  that  the  amendments  were 
not  adopted  to  (he  fiiii  extent  of  the  recommendation. 

The  first  amendment  provides  that  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  voters,  and  shall 
serve  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and  after  the  day  of  the  first 
election  under  the  amended  Constitution,  and  no  longer ;  and  the  ses- 
sions of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  biennial,  and  commence  on 
the  4th  Monday  in  November  in  each  and  every  year,  or  at  such 
other  time  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  The  second  amendment 
designates  the  first  Monday  in  October,  in  each  and  every  second 
year,  as  the  day  on  which  elections  shall  be  held  for  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives^  or  on  such  other  day  as  may  be  directed 
by  law.  The  third  amendment  provides  that  Senators  shall  be  cho- 
sen by  the  qualified  electors  for  the  terra  of  fours  years,  not  difiering 
in  other  respects  from  the  existing  Constitution.  The  fourth  amend- 
ment provides  for  the  classification  of  the  Senators,  so  as  to  conform 
to  the  third  amendment  in  the  extension  of  their  term  of  service  from 
two  to  four  years. 

The  foregoing  are  in  substance  the  amendments,  as  agreed  to  by 
the  last  General  Assembly,  to  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution.  If 
it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature  now  in  session  to  estab^ 
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litli  biennial  instead  of  annual  sessiontf,  the  adoption  of  tlie  first 
elause  of  the  first  amendment,  as  to  the  term  of  service  of  members 
of  the  House,  and  of  the  entire  second  amendment,  as  to  the  daj  and 
jear  of  election,  will  necessarily  follow.  By  the  third  ainendment« 
it  will  l>e  seen  that  the  Senatorial  term  is  eitended  from  two  to  four 
jeanu  In  regard  to  this  amendment,  I  may  remaric  that  although  it 
is  the  privilege  of,  and  may  be  considered  an  imperative  duty  imposed 
upon,  the  Executive,  to  recommend  such  amendments  to  the  Const] • 
tution  as  in  his  judgment  the  public  good  may  demand,  that  privi<* 
kge  extends  no  fieirther.  Such,  at  least,  was  the  construction  placed 
upon  the  jxiwers  of  the  Executive  by  himself  and  by  the  Genend 
Assembly,  at  its  last  session-^namely,  that  the  General  Assembly 
was  to  all  intents  a  convention  of  the  people  when  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  were  under  consideration,  and  as  such,  entirely  inde< 
pendent  of  the  Executive.  But  to  recur  to  the  amendments  in  ques- 
tion,  it  is  to  me  a  matter  of  unfeigned  regret  that  the  adoption  of  bi- 
ennial sessions,  (a  measure  which  I  have  advocated  at  all  times  and 
on  all  proper  occasions,  from  a  conviction  that,  if  incorporated  into 
the  Con8titution,apart  from  much  positive  good  resulting  from  its  adop- 
tion, many  existing  evils  would  be  avoided,)  should  have  been  ren- 
dered  highly  objectionable  by  extending  the  term  of  service  of  Sen^* 
ators  to  such  an  unusal  and  extraordinary  length.  Long  terms  of 
office,  particularly  of  a  political  nature,  are,  it  is  believed,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  Republican  Institutions,  and  may 
be  said  to  be  indirectly  in  violation  of  the  maxim,  that  '*  frequent  re- 
currence to  fundamental  principles  is  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve 
the  blessings  of  liberty."  It  is  therefore  most  earnestly  recommen- 
ded  to  you,  as  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  so  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  the  last  session  as  that  the  term  of  mem- 
l>ers  of  neither  branch  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  extend  beyond 
two  years.  Aside  from  objections  founded  on  principle,  it  may  be 
remariced  that,  in  a  young  and  growing  State  like  Florida,  whose 
population  is  gradually  increasing  by  accessions  composed  of  much 
of  the  intelligence,  wealth  and  industry  of  sister  States,  upon  whom, 
without  delay,  the  burthens  of  government  are  imposed,  it  is  surely 
impolitic,  to  say  the  least,  to  deprive  them,  by  the  organic  law,  of  the 
privileges  of  citizens  for  a  protracted  length  of  time. 

It  is  also  recommended  to  amend  the  amendment  to  the  1st  section 
of  the  6th  article,  by  striking  out  the  words  **  one  year"  wherever 
they  occur,  and  inserting  '^six  months."  I  readily  admit  that  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  see  either  the  justice  or  policy  of  the  article  as  it  now  ex« 
ists.  So  &r  as  it  discourages  emigration  to  the  State,  it  is  most  cer- 
tainly objectionable,  as  a  wise  policy  would  dictate  every  possible 
incentive  to  emigration  not  endangering  the  public  safety.  So  far  as 
it  operates  unequally  upon  all  who  are  citizens  of  the  same  State,  it 
is  not  only  cmti-republicaih  but  unjusL 

I  avail  myself  of  the  present  occasion,  also,  to  invite  your  atten- 
tion  to  another  suggested  amendment,  of  paramount  importance  to 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  State.  My  views  in  relation  to  it, 
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i(T  a  rery  limited  extent,  engaged  tfie  attention  of  the  General  As^ 
aerobly  at  its  last  session.     I  aJlode  to  the  change  then  recommended 
by  me  as  to  the  tenure  of  office  and  the  mode  of  election  of  Judges  of 
the  Circuit  Court.    If  the  existing  provisions  of  the  Constitution  be 
not  changed,  an  election-  of  Judges,  during  good  beha? ior,  will  be 
made  by  the  Legislature  two  year»  from  thi»  time.     It  is  obvious,  then, 
(hat  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost  in  discussing  and  maturely  consider ^ 
ing  any  proposed  change  of  the  Constitution  in  that  regard,  as  it 
must  be  adopted,  if  at  all,  by  two  successive  Legislatures  within  that 
period.    This  circumstance,  coupled  with  a  sense  of  duty,  is  my 
apology  for  what  might  otherwise  seem  undue  importunity  in  again 
earnestly  invoking  your  attention  to  this  subject.     Reflection,  subse- 
quent  to  the  date  of  my  last  message,  and  continaed  and  anxious  ob- 
servation  of  the  two  modes  of  electing  Judes,  as  exhibited  in  other 
States,  have  but  conflrmed  my  opinions  heretofore  expressed,  and  in- 
creased my  desire  to  have  the  Constitution  so  amended  as  to  provide 
for  the  election  of  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  by  a  direct  vote  of 
the  people.     It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  existing  aaomfkly  in  our 
State  Constitutions  which  forbids  to  the  people  a  voice  io  (he  selec- 
tion of  those  of  their  public  servants  who^  perhaps,  of  all  others,  have 
the  most  to  do  with  taking  care  of  their  interests.     Though  the  laws 
under  which  we  live  be  enacted  by  the  immediate  representatives  of 
the  people,  yet  it  is  obvious  that  their  true  value  depends  upon  their 
proper  administration  by  the  judicial  officers  of  the  Grovernment.-^ 
jin  incompetent  or  Pithless  Judge  may  render  practically  worthless 
the  best  system  of  laws,  while  an  honest  one  has  it  in  his  power  to 
avoid  many  of  the  evils  of  hasty  legislation.     The  adoption  of  the 
existing  system,  is  regarded  as  a  lingering  distrust  of  the  capacity  of 
the  people  for  self-government,  derived  from  our  English  ancestors — 
manifestly  a  system  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions  and 
to  the  rights  of  the  people.     The  objections  usually  made  to  the  pro- 
posed system  of  election,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  exist  more  in  ap- 
prehension than  in  fact.     So  far  as  my  observations  and  enquiries 
have  extended  aa  to  the  effects  of  the  ^stem  in  other  States  where 
it  has  been  adopted,  none  of  the  results  usually  predicted  by  its  oppo- 
nents have  been  experienced,  while  all  the  benefits  anticipated  by  its 
friends  have  been  realized  in  an  eminent  degree.     If,  then,  the  po- 
sition  here  assumed  be  true,  that  the  system  proposed  secures  the  se- 
lection of  Judges  not  less  vigilant  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
and  in  other  respects  equally  entitled  to  public  confidienee  with  those 
selected  by  intermediate  agents^  no  exceptions  can  be  taken  to  it  on 
these  grounds.     And  the  Legislature  certainly  will  not  desregard 
another  very  important  consideration,  namely,  that  a  direct  vote  by 
the  people  for  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  is  their  undented  right — a 
right  hitherto  withheld ;  nor  will  they  lightly  esteem  the  fact,  not  less 
worthy  of  consideration,  that  a  postponement  of  this  subject  to  ano- 
ther session  of  the  General  Assembly,  virtually  nullifies  this  right — 
which  you  alone,  under  existing  circumstances^  have  the  power  to  re- 
store* 
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In  connection  with  this  subject  of  the  Judiciar}'  system,  mj  atten- 
tion has  been  directed,  at  the  request  of  many  respectable  citizens, 
to  another  important  change  in  the  organization  of  our  Courts — hereto, 
fore  recommended  at  the  adjourned  terns  of  the  first  General  Assembly. 
I  submit  this  to  you,  a  second  time,  for  your  consideration,  on  account 
of  1(8  great  utility  and  importance.  I  allude  to  a  separate  Chancery 
Court.  Among  the  many  advantages  of  this  measure  which  will  oc> 
cur  to  you,  I  will  confine  myself  to  one  only ;  and  upon  this  point  my 
own  observations  have  confirmed  the  reports  of  those  better  qualified 
from  their  position  to  judge,  and  more  directly  interested^  Most  of 
the  suits  in  our  Courts,  inrolving  large  amounts  of  property,  and  which 
render  necessary  the  examination  and  discussion  of  the  more  abstru^ 
principles  of  the  law,  are,  technically  speaking,  to  be  found  on  the 
equity  side  of  the  Court  docket ;  and  yet  it  is  believed  to  be  a  rule 
universally  observed,  (growing  out  of  the  existing  system,)  to  give 
precedence  to  law  cases ;  the  consequence  of  which,  so  far  as  my 
-observation  has  extended,  has  ever  been,  in  all  the  States  where  this 
system  is  in  force,  to  postpone  the  more  important  business  to  the 
very  last  hours  of  the  Court,  which  is  then  disposed  of  hastily^  and 
in  roost  cases  nnsatisfactorily ;  or  from  necessity  continued  from  term 
to  term,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  rights  of  the  parties.  I  will 
not  enlargetipon  this  topic.  The  experience  of  every  lawyer  and  ma- 
ny  a  long-sufiering  suitor,  will  furnish  evidence  of  what  I  have  stated, 
and  of  its  injurious  efifects.  Many  of  both  classes,  have  seen  an  entire 
day  devoted  to  the  trial  of  some  petty  ofiTender  for  some  trifling  mis- 
demeanor,  or  to  establish  the  relative  rights  of  parties  to  property  of 
less  value  than  the  costs  incurred  in  the  investigation ;  when  afler- 
wards  a  single  hour  of  the  Court  (usually  from  exhaustion  and  the  want 
of  time)  could  not  be  afiforded  to  a  controversy  involving  a  large  amount 
of  property  and  resting  on  complicated  questions  of  law.  The  es- 
tablishment of  a  separate  Chancery  Court  would  correct  these  evils, 
and  afibrd  ample  time  and  opportunity  for  the  deliberate  administra- 
tion  of  justice.  I  am  aware,  of  course,  that  the  proposed  Court  would 
involve  an  additional  expense,  which  should  not  be  incautiously  in- 
curred.  But  if  the  advantages  are  such  as  I  have  been  induced  to 
suppose,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  very  brief  experience  would 
reconcile  evgry  personto  the  expense.  Moreover,  the  expense  of  the 
Court  might  measurably  be  thrown  upon  those  who  would  derive 
roost  immediate  benefit  from  it,  and  who  would,  doubtless,  rejoice  to 
incur  a  small  additional  expense  in  exchange  fbr  the  delays,  embar- 
rassments  and  other  inconveniences  to  which  they  are  now  subjected 
from  the  present  system.  It  is  believed  that  a  tax  of  five  dollars  upon 
every  suit,  with  a  small  additional  per  centage  on  the  amount  finally 
recovered,  to  be  ascertained  in  some  mode  readily  devised,  would 
nearly,  perhaps  entirely,  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Court,  and,  I  thinks 
five  general  satisfaction. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  a  resolution  was 
-adopted  authorizing  the  Executive  to  appoint  fit  and  competent  per. 
sons  to  act  and  confer  with  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  EiecutlAfis 
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of  Georgia  and  Alabaina«  as  commissiooen  to  ran  and  mark  the  boon* 
darj  line  between  the  States  of  Georgiay  Alabama  and  Florida,  In 
conformity  with  the  treaty  of  1795,  between  Spain  and  the  Uoited 
States.  I  regret  to  have  to  inform  you  that  in  regard  to  the  line  be., 
tween  Georgia  and  this  State,  Commissioners  were  appointed  on  the 
part  of  both,  who,  after  a  protracted  effort  to  carry  into  efiect  the  ob. 
ject  of  the  resolution,  eventually  separated  without  having  accomplish* 
ed  that  object.  This  information  having  been  communicated  to  your 
immediate  predecessors,  with  the  correspondence  and  report  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  no  new  instructions  having  been  received  in  re* 
lation  to  the  subject,  no  farther  attempt  at  negotiation  has  been  made* 
The  same  doubt  and  uncertainty  as  to  the  true  line  still  eiist.  The 
subject  is  again  referred  to  you  as  a  matter  of  deep  concern  not  only 
to  the  people  of  the  State,  but  more  especially  so  to  those  who  live  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  line  heretofore  run  and  marked  from  £U 
licott's  mound,  near  the  source  of  the  St.  Mary's  River,  to  the  junction 
of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochie  Rivers. 

It  is  truly  gratifying  to  me,  however,  to  be  enabled  to  inform  you 
that  our  negotiations  with  Alabama  have  been  entirely  successful.—* 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  respective  States,  together  with  a 
gentleman,  of  no  ordinary  reputation,  as  Engineer,  convened  imme- 
diately after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legislature,  and  without  en- 
countering  any  serious  obstacles  to  an  adjustment  of  the  line  dividing 
that  State  and  Florida,  united  in  a  Report  to  their  respective  Govern* 
ernments;  which,  with  all  the  Documents  in  connection  with  it,  is 
now  on  ftle  in  the  Executive  ofiice,  and  will  be  submitted  to  the  Le* 
gislature  without  delay,  whenever  its  wishes  in  that  respect  are  made 
known.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  at  this  time,  that  the  re* 
port  is  highly  satisfactory  to  the  Executive,  from  a  conviction  that  the 
Commissioners  have  identified  and  agreed  upon  the  line  originally 
marked,  being  latitude  Sl^  North,  and  which,  it  will  be  rememberedi 
is  the  boundary  as  ftxed  by  the  treaty  of  1795. 

As  the  control  and  direction  of  the  very  liberal  grants  of  Public 
Lands  made  by  the  Federal  Government  to  the  State  for  Seminaries 
of  Learning,  Common  Schools,  and  Internal  Improvements,  were  con- 
fided by  the  General  Assembly  almost  exclusively  to  the  Register  of 
Public  Lands,  it  will  scarcely  be  expected  that  I  should  do  more,  at 
this  time,  than  merely  to  remind  you  of  the  inestimable  value  of  these 
donations,  and  of  the  heavy  responsibility  resting  upon  those  to  whom 
they  have  been  entrusted.  In  my  annual  communications,  heretofore 
made,  I  have  considered  it  a  paramount  duty  to  invite  the  attention 
of  the  General  Assembly  to  this  subject,  so  as  to  secure  for  those  who 
succeed  us,  the  full  benefit  of  the  grants.  I  have  on  all  such  occa* 
sions  expressed  fully  and  without  reserve  my  views  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  and  feel  gratified  that  I  am  now  enabled  to  assure  you  that  the 
last  General  Assembly,  with  a  zeal  and  industry  worthy  the  object  to 
be  attained,  adopted  such  preliminary  measures  as  will,  it  is  believed, 
if  sustained  by  subsequent  legislation,  attain  the  object  desired. 

With  regajrd  to  the  Sixteenth  Sections  of  each  Township,  it  is  re» 
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cooBieiided  that  CoDgress  be  memorialised  ferpenmasion  to  sell  (hea 
on  such  terms  as  may  be  deemed  advisable,  on  condition  that  the  pro- 
^eeds  of  such  sale  be  secured  for  fbe  exclu8i?e  benefit  of  the  Town, 
jbips  in  which  they  are  located,  aad  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  originally  intended,  and  no  other.  I  have  deemed 
it  proper  to  refer  particularly  to  these  lands  from  the  consideration  that 
experience  has  fully  established  the  truth  that  unless  some  immediate 
«teps  be  taken  to  change  the  property,  this  fund  (which  of  all  others 
might  be  rendered  most  valuable  for  the  support  of  Common  Schools, 
(he  great  nurseries  of  virtue  and  intelligence  among  the  people,)  must, 
at  no  distant  day,  be  forever  lost.  It  is  ^rthermore  recommended,  that 
aimilar  application  be  made  to  exchange  Sixteenth  Sections  that  are 
utterly  worthless  for  others  more  valuable,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Townships  covered  by  large  grants,  have  the  like  privilege.  Like 
privileges  have  been  granted  te  the  States  of  Indiana,  Arkansas,  Illi- 
nois, and  probably  to  others. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  Office  of  Register  of  Publie  Lands 
within  the  State,  locations  in  conformity  to  the  several  grants  of  Con- 
gress  have  been  made  to  a  considerable  extent.  In  the  discharge 
of  their  duty,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  agents  of  the  State  have 
made  such  selections  as  they  deemed  most  valuable,  without  regard 
^  any  claims  existing,  the  validity  of  which  was  based  exclusively 
upon  pre-occupation,  without  a  color  of  legal  title  or  of  the  right  of 
possession  as  opposed  to  the  Federal  or  State  Governments,  it  is 
believed  that  many  such  cases  must  have  heretofore  occurred.  With 
the-view,  therefore,  of  obviating  any  difficulties  that  may  have  arisen, 
in  all  cases  similarly  circumstanced,  it  is  recommended  that  provi- 
sioo  be  made  for  all  such  occupants,  where  the  possession  existed  pre- 
viously |o  the  year ,  so  as  to  secure  to  them  privileges  similar  to 

4he  provisions  of  the  pre-emption  law  now  in  force,  and  extending  it 
to  such  time  as  shail  be  deemed  advisable,  when  the  privilege  shall 
cease.  The  provisions  of  such  a  law  would,  to  some  extent,  lessen 
the  fimd,  (especially  in  cases  where  lands  of  the  first  quality  had  been 
selected,)  yet  a  consideration  of  this  character  will,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, have  but  little  weight  with  you,  when  it  is  recollected  that 
(he  alternative  may  be  the  ruin  of  many  worthy  pioneers  with  help- 
less families. 

There  are  other  subjects  to  which  the  attention  of  the  General 
Assembly  has  heretofore  been  invited,  and  which,  without  entering 
into  an  extended  consideration  of  them,  are  again  submitted  for  such 
action  as  in  your  judgments  they  may  respectively  demand.  Amons 
these,  the  most  prominent  are,  the  Finances  of  the  State — the  several 
Acts  in  relation  to  our  Coast  Fisheries — and  the  fitness  of  the  existing 
Militia  Laws  to  the  prompt  and  efficient  organization  of  that  arm  of 
(he  Government. 

In  relation  to  the  Finances  of  the  State,  the  Reports  of  the  Comp- 
troller and  Treasurer,  herewith  transmitted,  furnish  a  clear,  and, 
it  is  believed,  a  very  accurate  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures for  the  last  fiscal  year,  with  such  remarks  and  explanations  upon 
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each  item  in  the  expenditures  appended  as  a  sense  of  duty  may  have 
demanded.  From  a  critical  examination  of  the  expenses  of  the  Got* 
ernraent  since  its  organization,  it  will  be  found  tliat  no  material  dif- 
ference exists  in  any  of  the  items  of  expenditure  for  the  years  '45, 
'46,  '47,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  items  of  expenditure  for 
Criminal  Prosecutions  and  contingent  expenses  of  Courts.  These, 
in  my  judgment,  demand  of  the  General  Assembly  a  thorough  inves- 
tigation. They  are  large.  The  increase  in  one  year  has  been 
without  a  parallel.  Independently  of  the  salaries  of  the  Judges, 
(which,  it  will  be  remembered,  are  placed  at  the  minimum  sum  au- 
thorized  by  the  Constitution,)  the  amounts  alone  of  the  Contingent 
and  Criminal  expenses  of  the  Courts,  exceed  the  entire  expenses  of 
the  General  Assembly  for  the  year  1846.  The  aggregate  sum  of 
these  expenditures,  throughout  the  State,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
31st  October,  1846,  is  98,362.31;  and  for  the  year  ending  31st  Oc- 
tober, 1847,  $18,061  48,  making  an  excess  of  expenditures  for  the 
last  beyond  those  of  the  preceding  year  of  #9,699  17,  and  exceeding 
the  expenses  of  the  General  Assembly  for  the  same  year  in  the  sum  ^ 
$4,508  20. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  remark  that,  although  the  expenditures  have 
thus  been  increased  in  the  last  year  nearly  ten  thousand  dollars,  it  is 
not  doubted,  if  there  should  be  prompt  collection  of  the  entire  assess- 
ment of  the  taxes  for  the  same  time,  the  balance,  after  deducting  the 
ordinal^  expenses  for  collection,  will  be  found  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government.  But  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  (and  my 
duty  to  the  public  would  seem  to  demand  it  of  me,)  that  if  any  addi- 
tional  burthen  shall  be  imposed  upon  the  Treasury,  increasing  thereby 
the  annual  expenditures.of  the  Government  to  any  considerable  extent j 
there  must  be  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  receipts,  or  the  credit 
of  the  State  must  necessarily  be  depreciated.  The  facts  are  before 
you — with  you  is  the  remedy. 

The  cost  of  the  Reports  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  has 
been  suggested  from  various  sources,  as  a  fit  subject  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  General  Assembly.  The  decisions  therein  are  the  law 
of  the  land,  a  knowledge  of  which  cannot  be  less  important  to  the 
people  than  the  Statute  Laws. 

Having  thus  recommended  such  measures  of  domestic  policy  as 
were  deemed  entitled  to  a  claim  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  People,  they  are  submitted  under  the  conviction  that 
not  only  these,  but  such  additional  subjects  as  you  may  think  advisa- 
ble, will  receive  proper  consideration. 

Within  the  present  year,  three  requisitions  for  Volunteers  for  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  have  been  forwarded  to  this  department 
of  the  Government.  It  is  really  and  truly  gratifying  to  be  enabled  to 
inform  you  that  they  were  met  with  a  promptness  worthy  of  all  com- 
mendation. When  it  is  remembered  that  our  State  had  so  recently 
been  the  theatre  of  a  war  almost  without  a  parallel  for  its  savage 
barbarities,  and  for  its  withering  and  deadly  influences  upon  all  the 
elements  of  its  prosperity,  it  is  deemed  complimentary  to  our  fellow. 
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eif izens  that  ander  sucb  adverse  circumstanceSf  these  calls  upon  iherr 
patriotism  and  gallantry  have  been  made.  In  remarking  upon  this 
subject,  I  will  not  forego  the  present  opportune  occasion  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  gallant  spirit,  which,  from  every  portion  of  our  Southern 
peninsular  State,  has  nuinifested  itself  for  the  energetic  prosecution  of 
the  war  with  the  Mexican  Republic^ — a  manifestation  not  in  words, 
but  in  action^  Notwithstanding  a  combination  of  influences,  all  hav- 
ing a  direct  tendency  to  dampen  the  ardor,  dimipish  the  resources, 
and  paralize  the  energies  of  our  fellow  citizens  for  many  consecutive 
years,  they  have  gallantly  rallied  at  their  country's  call  in  numbers 
proportioned  to  our  military  strength,  that  will  bear  an  enviable  com* 
parison  with  any  of  the  Sovereignties  of  our  great  Republic.  With* 
out  stopping  either  to  count  the  cost  of  the  war,  or  to  investigate  the 
truth  of  Senatorial  denunciations  that  it  is  '*  unjust,"  '*  unholy,"  and 
"  anti-christian,"  they  have  volunteered  in  the  common  cause  of  their 
common  country,  with  a  determined  zeal,  and  a  patriotism  becoming 
American  citizens,  and  have  thus  added  new  lustre  to  the  honor  of 
their  State. 

Congress  having  made  no  provision  to  meet  the  expenses  of  Volun- 
teer companies  contracted  previously  to  their  assembling  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  except  on  conditions  hereinafter  referred  to ;  and  no 
provision  having  been  made  by  the  State  for  companies  heretofore  re* 
ceived,  it  is  most  earnestly  recommended  that  a  Resolution  may  be 
adopted  by  you  authorizing  the  payment  of  these  claims.  Their  re- 
cognition on  the  part  of  the  State,  it  would  seem,  would  be  but  an 
act  of  justice  to  our  gallant  Volunteers,  under  any  circumstances  ;  but 
when  it  is  known  that  many  of  them  were  without  the  pecuniary  means 
to  meet  their  unavoidable  expenses,  it  becomes  a  matter  which  not 
only  addresses  itself  to  your  sympathies,  but  places  it  upon  the  higher 
claim  of  undoubted  right.  It  will  hp  seen,  by  referring  to  a  Resolu- 
tion of  Congress  approved  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  that  the  Secretary 
of  War  is  required  to  refund  to  the  States  expenses  incurred  under 
similar  circumstances, — which  would  seem  to  imply  a  payment  pre- 
viously made  by  the  State.  Whatever  construction  may  be  put  upon 
the  Resolution  referred  to,  may  be  a  matter  of  adjustment  hereafler 
between  the  Federal  and  State  Governments.  The  expenses  of  the 
Volunteer  Companies  from  Florida,  were  incurred  on  the  call  of  the 
authorities  of  the  State,  and  their  services  have  been  rendered  in  obe- 
dience to  that  call.  From  such  premises,  the  responsibility  of  the 
Stale  to  recognize  these  claims,  in  the  first  instance,  would  seem  to 
be  the  only  legitimate  conclusion. 

Although  our  more  immediate  concern  is  in  legislation  upon  such 
matters  as  the  State,  in  its  independent  capacity,  is  directly  and  ex- 
clusively interested ;  yet,  as  one  of  the  sovereignties  of  the  Federal 
Government,  we  cannot  be  indifierent  either  to  the  principles  upon 
which  its  legislation  is  based,  or  to  the  influence  and  efiect  of  such 
legislation  when  put  into  practical  operation.  Without  again  recur- 
ring to  the  leading  measures  of  the  National  Administration,  I  take 
this  occasion  to  remark  that  the  views  which  I  have  heretofore  ex- 
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preued  in  relation  to  them,  hare  in  no  instance  been  cliunged ;  huU 
on  the  contrary,  their  soundness  ha»  been  attested  by  experience  an(f 
observation*  In  regard,  however,  to  the  War  with  Mexico,  it  is  io 
me,  I  assure  jou,  a  source  of  deep  and  unfeigned  regret  that  each  and 
every  efibrt  on  the  part  of  the  National  Government,  heretofore  made, 
to  bring  it  to  a  happy  and  honorable  termination,  have  been  wholly 
nnsuccessful.  A  succession  of  victories  unsurpassed  for  their  brillian- 
cy either  in  ancient  or  modern  times,  leaves  but  little  room  to  doubt 
as  to  Che  ultimate  result  of  this  unequal  contest. 

The  solemn  declaration  of  Congress,  apart  from  other  considera-r 
tions,  made  with  an  unanimity  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  itslegis*' 
lation,  that  "  thb  war  exists  by  the  act  o*  Mexico,"  affords  am- 
ple and  gratifying  assurance  that  the  National  Legislature  will  never 
direct  its  victorious  troops  to  be  rngloriously  withdrawn  from  the  fields 
of  their  fame  and  their  glory ;  and  from  a  contest,  thus  solemnly  de^ 
dared  to  be  brought  about  by  the  acts  of  its  adversary,  without  ik- 

1»BMNITY  FOR  THE  PAST,  AND  SECURITY  FOR  THE  FUTURE.      If  SUCh 

Indemnity  shall  be  secured  by  the  accession  of  territory,  (of  which 
there  can  be  but  little  doubt,)  it  is  believed  that  any  act  ot  the  Na- 
tional Legislature  which  shall  appropriate  such  territory  to  the  use  of 
one  portion  of  the  confederacy  to  the  exclusion  of  another— or  which 
in  its  provisions  shall  annex  as  an  express  and  fundaniental  condition 
to  the  acquisition  of  sitch  territory^  "  that  neither  slavery  nor  involun- 
tary servitude  shall  ever  exist  in  any  part,  except  fnr  crime  whereof 
the  party  shall  first  be  duly  convicted" — that  any  and  all  act»  with 
such  provisions,  would  be  usurpations  of  power  not  delegated  by  the 
Constitution — unequal,  unjust  and  oppressive  in  their  effects  ^  and  to 
which  that  portion  of  the  confederacy,  thus  insulted,  abused,  and  in- 
jured, can  never  consent  without  an  inglorious  surrender  not  only  of 
their  reserved  rights,  but  of  those  guarantied  by  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  National  Compact. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 
Executive  Office,  November  22,  1847. 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  one  thousand 
copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watts,  Messrs.  Watts,  Burritt,  and  Fairbanks 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  Rules  for  the  government  of 
the  Senate  during  the  present  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  ordered  that  five  fcondred  copies  of  the 
Documents  accompanying  the  Governor's  Message  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tabor,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrew  al 
10  o'clock,  A.  M, 
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WsDNiBPAT,  NoTember  24,  1847*   > 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  the  Rer,  Mr.  Choice 
being  invited,  delivered  an  appropriate  prayer.  A  quorum  being 
present,  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

Agreeably  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Fairbanks  introduced  the  follow* 
ing  bills,  viz : 

An  act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this  State  as  to  extend  to 
all  free  white  male  inhabitants,  being  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
n  who  shall  have  resided  within  this  State  one  year,  the  elective  (ran* 

r  chise. 

An  act  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this  State  so  as  to  make  the 
sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  biennial  instead  of  annual. 

On  motion,  the  first  reading  was  dispensed  with,  and  ordered  for  a 
second  reading* 

Mr.  Lorrimer  moved  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Choice  be  invited  to  act 
as  Chaplain  to  the  Senate  during  its  present  session. 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lorrimer,  Messrs.  Lorrimer,  Floyd,  and  McMiI« 
Ian  were  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Choice, 
and  invite  him  to  officiate  as  Chaplain  Co  the  Senate  during  its  pre- 
sent  session. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  gave  nodee  that  he  wonkl,  on  tome  future  day,  ask 

leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  make  the  certificates 

d*  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  receivable  in  payment  of  public  dues. 

i  Mr.  Floyd  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  a^  leave 

r  to  introdoce  die  ibilowing  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authoriae  the  qualified  electors  of 
each  CountT  in  this  State  to  elect  Judges  of  Probate. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of 
slaves  in  this  State  for  hire,  belonging  to  non*reildents. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  ofiered  the  Ibilowing  resolution  : 

Euolvedj  That  the  Comptroller  be  requested  to  report  the  number 
of  criminal  prosecutions  in  each  County  in  this  State,  the  nature  of 
the  prosecutions,  and  the  amount  of  expenses  of  criminal  prosecu- 
tions audited  by  the  Comptroller  for  each  Circuit,  and  the  amount 
paid  in  capital  cases. 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  Rules  for  the  government  of 
the  Senate,  during  the  present  session,  beg  leave  to  report  the  rules 
of  the  last  session,  and  reconunend  their  adoption* 
^  Which  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Avery  allowed  to  give 
notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  provide  (or  the  payment  of  jurors  from  the  State  Treasury. 

On  motion  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Watts  allowed  to  give  no. 
tice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  establish  a  bail  law  and  a  county  attachment  law. 
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On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Sanderson  allowed  to 
give  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '^  An  act  more  particular! j  to  define 
who  are  retailers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  approved  January  1,  1847. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-mor* 
row,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Thubsday,  November  25,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
There  not  being  a  quorum  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-mor^ 
row,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Fbiday,  November  26,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  proceedings  of  Wednesday  were  read 
and  approved. 

Notice  being  given  that  the  Hon.  John  Costen,  Senator  elect 
from  the  counties  of  Dade  and  Monroe,  was  present,  on  motion,  Mr. 
Costen  presented  his  certificate  of  Election  from  the  Secretarv  of 
State,  and  was  sworn  according  to  the  Constitution  by  E.  M.  West, 
Esq.,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Leon  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  the  resolution  adopted  on  Wednes- 
day last,  dispensing  with  the  first  reading  of  the  following  bills,  viz  : — 

An  Act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this  State  as  to  extend  to 
all  free  white  male  inhabitants,  beingcitizensof  the  United  States, 
who  shall  have  resided  within  this  State  one  year,  the  elective  fran- 
chise ; 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this  State  so  as  to  make  the 
sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  biennial  inslead  of  annual ; 

Was  rescinded,  and  said  bills  placed  upon  their  first  reading,  and 
ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Fairbanks  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled.  An  Act  to  make  the  certificates  of  the  Treasurer  of  this 
State  receivable  in  payment  of  all  public  dues ; 

Which  was  placed  upon  its  first  reading ;  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading  to-morrow. 

The  President  announced  the  following  Standing  Committees  :^« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


19 

STANDING  COMMITTEES  FOR  THE  SENATE, 
Afpamied  by  the  President  under  the  Rules  of  the  Senate, 


Enrolled  BiOs. 
Messrs.  Fairbanks, 
Brett, 
Floyd. 
Claims  and  Accounts. 
Messrs.  Brett, 

Moseley, 
Smith. 
Amendments  and  Revision  of  the 
Constitution. 
Messrs.  Tabor, 

McMiUan, 
Austin. 
ExecuHve  Department. 
Messrs.  Austin, 

Lorrimer, 
Avery. 
Militia. 
Messrs.  Tracey, 
Walker, 
Floyd, 
Taxation  and  Revenue. 
Messrs.  Watts, 
Burrilt, 
Smith. 
Federal  Relations. 
Messrs.  Lorrimer, 
Fairbanks, 
Sanderson. 
Mr.  Avery  moved — 

1st.  That  80  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  refers  to  amend- 
menlB  of  the  Constitution,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Amend- 
ments and  Revision  of  the  Constitution. 

2d.  That  so  much  as  refers  to  the  establishment  of  a  Chancery 
Court,  and  to  the  Reports  of  the  Supreme  Court,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

3d.  That  so  much  as  refers  to  the  Northern  boundary  of  the  State, 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  State  of  the  Commonwealth. 

4th.  That  so  much  as  refers  to  (he  grants  of  public  land  made  by 
the  Federal  Government  to  the  State  for  Seminaries  of  Learning  and 
Common  Schools,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Schools  and  Col- 
leges. 

5th.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  Internal  Improvement,  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  Internal  Improvement. 

6th.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  fisheries,  be  referred  io  the 
committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 


Judidary. 
Messrs.  Burritt, 

Sanderson, 
•Floyd. 
iState  of  the  Commonweabk. 
Messrs.  Sanderson, 
Lorrimer, 
Brett. 
Corporations. 
Messrs.  Floyd, 
Smith, 
Moseley. 
Schools  and  Colleges. 
Messrs.  Avery, 

Sanderson, 
Smith. 
Proposiions  and  Grievances. 
Messrs.  McMillan, 
Priest, 
Watts. 
Internal  Improvements. 
Messrs.  Moseley, 
Tracey, 
Tabor. 
Elections. 
Messrs.  Priest, 
Avery, 
Walker. 
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7th.  That  so  much  a«  relates  to  the  Militia,  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Militia. 

8th.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  State,  be  re. 
ferred  to  the  committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue* 

9th.  That  so  much  as  refers  to  the  expenses  incurred  on  account  of 
the  Volunteer  Companies,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims 
and  Accounts. 

10th.  That  so  much  as  refers  to  our  National  afiiiirs,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  Federal  Relations. 

Which  motion  prevailed  and  the  references  ordered. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  that  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instruct, 
ed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '*  An  Act  to  provide  for 
the  Election  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  approved  January  6, 1847,"  so  as  to  have  the  said  act  conform 
to  the  law  of  the  United  States,  entitled  '^  An  Act  to  establish  a  uni- 
form  time  for  holding  Elections  for  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President  in  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  approved  January  23, 1845." 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Floyd  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask  leave 
to  introduce  the  following  bills  : 

A  bill,  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  so  alter  and  change  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State  as  to  allow  the  qualified  electors  of  this  State  to  elect 
the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  by  general  ticket. 

A  bill,  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  abolish  the  pay  of  the  Adjutant 
General  of  this  State. 

A  bill,  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  offered  the  following  :-— 
Resolution  relative  to  the  presentation  of  Stoords  to  Major  Loring  and 
Lieut,  M.  C.  Maririy  citizens  of  Florida  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentcUives  of  the  State 
of  Florida^  in  General  Assembly  convened^  That  the  Governor  of  this 
State  procure  and  cause  to  be  presented  to  Major  William  W.  Lor- 
ing, of  the  United  States  army,  and  Lieut.  Malhias  C.  Marin,  of  the 
United  States  navy,  Swords  suitably  inscribed,  in  testimony  of  the 
appreciation  entertained  by  the  people  of  this  State,  for  their  distin- 
guished gallantry  and  services  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  the  expense 
of  the  same  to  be  paid  from  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
3  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor : 

Executive  Department,  i 
November  26,  1847. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  General  Assembly  the  Report  of  the 
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Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  of  the  State,  enclosing  the  Report 
of  the  Quarter  Master  General* 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  referred,  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  to  the  coi^mittee  on  Militia. 
Also  the  following : 

ExBcrmvB  Dbpaktbhent,  I 
November  36,  1847. 
(reiUkmen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 
I  herewith  transmit  to  the  General  Assembly  the  Report  of  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  State,  made  to  the  Executive  under  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  5th  section  of  the  Act  of  23d  July,  1845,  prescribing  the 
duties  of  thai  office. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  D-  MOSELEY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  referred,  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
Also  the  following : 

Executive  Depastmeih?,  i 
November  26,  1847. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives  : 
In  conformity  to  a  *'  Preamble  and  Resolution  relative  to  the  es« 
tablishment  of  a  complete  Educational  System,  approved  December 
21,  1846,"  (See  pamphlet  laws,  2d  session,  page  83)  Hon.  O.  M. 
Avery  and  Walker  Anderson,  were  appointed  from  the  Western 
District ;  Wm.  Marvin  and  Rev.  C.  C.  Adams,  from  the  Southern  ; 
B.  F.  Whitner  and  J.  E.  Broome,  Esq.,  from  the  Middle ;  and  Hon. 
G.  R.  Fairbanks  and  W.  Forward,  from  the  Eastern ;  to  report  upon 
the  object  in  view.  I  herewith  transmit  the  Reports  of  three  of  the 
Commissioners,  Hon.  Wm.  Marvin,  W.  Forward,  and  G.  R.  Fair- 
banks,  for  the  consideration  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  referred,  with  accompanying  documents, 
to  the  committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  ordered  that  500  copies  of  the  above  mes- 
sage, and  the  documents  accompanying  the  same,  be  printed. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,   and  Mr.  Sanderson  allowed, 
agreeably  to  previous  notice,  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors. 
Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 
On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Lo/rimer  allowed  to  in* 
troduce  the  following : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate,  the  House  of  Representatives  concurring^ 
That  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  do  go  into  the  election 
for  Comptroller  of  this  State,  on  Tuesday  next,  at  10  o'clock. 
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Mr.  Sandersoa  moved  to  amend  by  stiiidiig  out  the  word  "  Tues- 
idi^*'  and  inserting  '*  Wednesdaj/' 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for 
«  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lorriroer  moved  that  the  rule  be  waived,  and  the  resolution 
be  read  a  second  time ; 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  to  reconsider  the  bill  entitled,  An  act  so  to 
amend  the  Constitution  of  this  State  as  to  extend  to  all  free  white 
male  inhabitants,  being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have 
resided  within  this  State  one  year,  the  elective  franchise. 

Also,  An  act  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this  State  so  as  to  nruike 
the  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  biennial  instead  of  annual. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  that  said  bills  be  read  a  second  and  third  time, 
as  of  the  first  day  ; 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  said  bills  were  read  the  second 
and  third  times,  as  of  the  first  day,  and  ordered  to  be  read  afirst, 
second  and  third  time,  as  of  the  second  reading,  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracey,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday 
next,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Monday,  November  29,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  being  pre- 
aent,  after  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Choice,  Chaplain  of  the  Senate, 
the  Journal  of  Friday's  proceedings  were  read,  amended  and  ap- 
proved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Priest,  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as 
relates  to  settlers  upon  the  lands  located  by  the  Agents  of  the  State, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tabor,  Mr.  Costen  was  added  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims  and  Accounts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tabor,  Mr.  Costen  was  added  to  the  Committee 
on  Amendments  and  Revision  of  the  Constitution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lorrimer,  Mr.  Costen  was  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Commonwealth. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  Mr.  Fairbanks  was  added  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  Mr.  Burritt  was  placed  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Federal  Relations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  Mr.  Fairbanks  was  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Schools  and  Colleges. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Sanderson  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  An  act  to  provide  for  the  Assessment  and  Collection  of  the 
State  and  County  Revenue  ; 
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Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  Ordered,  that  said  bill  be  printed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  Ordered,  that  500  copies  of  the  At. 
toroej  General's  Report,  and  500  copies  d*  the  Reports  of  the  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  General,  be  printed. 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Senate,  adapted  on  Tuesday  lastr 
the  Comptroller  transmitted  the  following  to  the  Senate  : 

Comftrollkb's  Office,  I 
Tallahassee,  November  29,  1847. 
To  the  Honorable  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sib  ! — In  obedience  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate,  I  have 
the  honor  to  furnish  a  statement  of  the  expenses  allowed  by  the 
County  Commissioners  of  the  several  Counties  of  this  State  for  as- 
sessing and  collecting  the  revenue  of  the  State. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Most  respectfully,  dec. 

N.  P.  BEMIS,  Comptroller. 


COUNTIES. 

AM*T.  PAID  FOR 

am't.  paid  fob 

ASSESSING. 

COLLECTING. 

St.  Johns,             .             .             .      1 

$141    05 

$123  66 

Duval, 

• 

a 

187  95 

97  99 

Alachua, 

133  95 

106  20 

Marion, 

92  15 

42  27 

Columbia, 

113  03 

67  98 

Nassau, 

67  76 

43  93 

Orange, 

49  31 

80  81 

Levy, 
St.  Lucie, 

9  63 

6  02 

20  06 

12  54 

Monroe, 

94  19 

65  58 

Benton, 

23  39 

14  62 

HiUsboro',     . 

32  62 

20  00 

Hamilton, 

67  38 

41  48 

Madison, 

181  47 

124  96 

Jefierson, 

186  21 

203  29 

Leon, 

301  50 

337  84 

Wakulla, 

102  30 

93  82 

Gadsden, 

225  76 

301  51 

Franklin, 

270  50 

144  77 

Calhoun, 

27  27 

22  03 

Jackson, 

161  85 

154  63 

Washington, 

31  77 

19  18 

Walton, 

44  49 

26  27 

Santa  Rosa,  - 

76  56 

39  11 

Escambia, 

127  39 

.60  63 

•2,665  54 

$2,130  02 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  Ordered,  that  100  copies  be  printed. 
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The  following  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency  the 
Governor : 

Executive  Dbpabtmekt,  > 
November  29,  1847.      \ 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  transmit  the  Report  of  the  Register  of  Public  Lands 
for  the  State  of  Florida,  showing  the  action  that  Officer  has  taken, 
respecting  the  several  interests  placed  bj  the  General  Assembly  uh« 
der  his  especial  charge. 

I  cannot  permit  the  present  opportunity  to  pass,  without  some  com* 
mendation,  (though  inadequate,  perhaps,)  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
Register  has  performed  the  highly  responsible  duties  assigned  him. 
Besides  being  responsible  in  respect  to  their  objects,  his  duties  have 
been  necessarily  arduous,  from  the  fact  that  he  has  occupied  a  newly 
created  office,  demanding  great  care,  and  business  tact,  in  its  proper 
disposition.  The  year  preceding  the  election  of  the  Register,  the 
General  Assembly  committed  the  business  of  that  Officer  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive, who,  of  course,  could  not  devote  that  amount  of  attention  to 
the  digestion  of  a  systematic  plan  of  conducting  it,  so  necessary  to  the 
organization,  increase  and  preservation  of  the  several  funds  designa- 
ted in  the  Acts  relating  to  the  Office.  Hence,  the  whole  burden  of 
digesting  such  a  plan,  has  fallen  upon  the  present  Register.  How 
well  he  has  succeeded  in  this  undertaliing — the  carefulness  with 
which  he  has  watched  over  the  great  interests  committed  to  his 
hands — and  the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has  dis« 
charged  his  duties  altogether — may  be  seen  from  the  Report  and 
accompanying  Documents. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

Which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  Ordered,  that 
500  copies  of  said  message,  and  the  documents  accompanying  the 
same,  be  printed. 

Mr.  Sanderson  offered  the  following  : — 

Resolved  by  the  Senate,  That  the  Comptroller  be  requested  to 
furnish  a  statement  of  the  amount  paid  witnesses  summoned  on  be« 
half  of  the  State,  for  mileage  and  attendance  each. 

Mr.  Avery  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Add :  With  name  of  each  witness,  the  days  on  which  he  attended, 
the  amount  paid  each,  and  the  term  of  the  Court  in  which  it  was 
paid. 

The  Chair  decided  that  such  resolution  was  a  resolution  of  a 
public  nature,  and  required  three  readings. 

Mr.  Sanderson  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  being  put,  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  not  sus- 
tained. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  said  resolution  and  amendment  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sanderson  offered  the  following  :— 
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Besdbed  hy  ike  Senaee^  That  thd  CottptroUdr  bto  r^{fi6akfiA  ia 
fiiraish  a  Btatement  of  the  amount  paid  witnecM^s  MimtBODed  am  be^ 
balfof  the  State,  for  mileaoe  afid  Uttendaaee  each* 

Mr.  Avery  offered  the  foUowing  amendment: 

Add :  With  name  of  each  witnese,  the  dajs  on  I^Uoh  he  attended^ 
the  amount  paid  each,  and  the  term  of  th6  Court  m  which  ii  waa 
paid. 

The  Chair  decided  tint  Mich  resoltittoli  was  a  reeoliitlon  of  it 
public  nature,  and  required  three  readings. 

Mr.  Sanderson  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chaih 

The  question  being  put,  the  decisioU  of  the  Chair  was  not  ius^ 
tained. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  said  resolution  and  atteMhnent  were 
oidered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sanderson  offered  the  following :— ^ 

Resohedf  hf  the  Senate  and  Bauee  of  RepteseHMiteei  in  Generai 
AMsembly  eontened^  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  for  the  pur^ 
poses  and  requirements  of  section  8th,  of  the  act  to  organise  the  of* 
fice  of  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Florida — and  the  Ml  section  of  the 
act  to  organize  the  Office  of  Comptroller  ol  Public  Accounts  of  the 
State  of  Florida. 

Read  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to»morrow4 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this 
State  as  to  extend  to  all  free  white  male  inhabitants,  being  citizens 
6f  the  United  States,  Who  shall  have  resided  within  this  dtate  one 
jear,  the  elective  franchise ; 

Was  read  three  times  as  of  the  secotid  day,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Flojd,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this 
State,  as  to  make  the  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  biennial 
Instead  of  annual ; 

Was  read  three  times,  as  of  the  second  day. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  to  refer  said  bill  to  a  Select  Committee ; 

Which  motion  was  lost^ 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said 
bill; 

On  which  motion  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called  by  Messrs.  Floyd 
and  Lorrimer,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Costen,  Lorrimer, 
Moseley,  Sanderson,  Watts — 8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brett,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  McMillan,  Priest,  Smith,- 
Tabor,  Tracey — 8. 

There  being  a  tie,  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  to  lay  said  bill  on  the  table  ; 

On  which  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called  by  Me^rs.  Floyd  and 
Fairbanks,  and  were : 
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Teas— ISfr.  President,  Menrt.  Avery,  Burritt,  Lorrimer,  McuXeyt 
SaDdersoD,  Tracej,  Watts— 8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brett,  Costen,  Fairbanks^  Bloyd,  McMillao,  Priest^ 
Smith,  Tabor— 8. 

There  being  a  tie,  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  refer  said  bill  to  the  Committee  on  A^ 
raendments  and  Revision  of  the  Constitution  ; 

On  which  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called  for  by  Messrs;  Floyd  and 
Fairbanks,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Avery,  Bnrritt,  Moseley,  Sanderson,  TaboF^& 

Nays — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brett,  Costen,  Fairbanks^  Floyd» 
Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Smith,  Tracey,  Watts — 11. 

So  the  motion  war  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entided.  An  Act  Hy  make  the  certificates  of  the  Trea* 
surer  of  this  State,  receivable  in  payment  of  all  public  dues. 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  refer-- 
red  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson  refer^ 
red  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  presentation  of  swords  to  Major  Loring 
and  Lieut.  M.  C.  Marin,  citizens  of  Fibrida  iil  the  service  of  the 
United  States^  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Avery  ofiered  the  following  as  a  substitute : 

Whereas,  By  the  2d  section  of  the  8th  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State,  *'  no  other  or  greater  amount  of  tax  or  revenue  can 
at  any  time  be  levied  than  is  required  for  the  necessary  expenses  of 
government,'*  and  consequently  no  appropriation  can  be  made  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring,  such  testimonials  as  are  usual  in  like  cases : — 
And  whereas,  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  desire  to  ex- 
press theiir  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by  Miyor  Wm.  W^ 
Loring,  of  the  United  States  Army,  and  Lieut.  Mathias  C.  Marin,  of 
the  United  Stales  Navy,  in  the  war  now  waging  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  United  States  of  the  RepubUc  of  Mejiico : 
Therefore, 

Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened^  That  the  thanks  of 
this  Government  be  tendered  by  bis  Excellency  the  Governor  to  the 
said  Major  Wm.  W.  Loring  and  Lieut.  Mathias  C.  Marin,  for  their 
distinguished  services  and  gallant  conduct  in  the  war  npw  waging, 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United  States  of  the 
Republic  of  Mexico. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  adoption  of  the  substitute,  the  ayes 
and  noes  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Fairbanks  and  Avery,  and  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Brett,  Burritt,  Costen,  Lor-- 
rimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Sanderson,  Tracey,  Watts — 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor-- 5. 
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So  the  sobslitiita  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Lonimer  oflbred  the  following  as  ao  tunendmeiit : 

Add,  That  the  two  Homes  of  the  Legislature  contribute  an  am- 
iMQt  sufficient  to  purchase  swords  to  be  presented  to  Messrs.-  Loring 
and  Maria  for  their  gallant  and  distinguished  services  in  the  Mexican 
war. 

On  the  adoption  of  which,  the  ajes  and  noes  were  caUed  for  bj 
Messrs.  Floyd  and  Fairbanks,  and  were  : 

Teas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  ATCiy,  fiurritt,  Fairbanks,  Lorri- 
mer,  Sanderson — 6. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Brett,  Costen,  Floyd,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest, 
Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Watts— 10. 
^  So  the  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Floyd  moTed  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  Ihe  table. 

On  which  the  ayes  and  noes  were  called  by  Messrs.  Avery  and 
Borritt,  and  were : 

Teas— Messrs.  Brett,  Costen,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Priest,  Smith, 
Watts— 7. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Bttrritt,Lorrlmer,  McMillan, 
MoeeJey,  Sanderson,  Tabor,  Tracey — 0. 

•So  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mc  Pfiest,  the  Senate  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning,  ID  ^'clock. 


TvEsi^AT,  November  30,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  purraant  to  adjournment ;  a  quorum  being  pres. 
ent,  after  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Choice,  Chaplain  of  the  Senate, 
the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Aveiy,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Ave- 
ly,  Fairbanks  and  Costin,  were  appointed  to  act  with  a  similar  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  adopt  joint  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  two  Houses  during  the  present  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brett,  Mr.  Lorrimer  was  added  to  the  Commit, 
fee  on  Schools  and  Colleges. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  election  6f  Comptroller  of  this  State, 
Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  that  the  rules  be  waived,  and  said  resolution 
read  a  third  time  ; 
Which  motion  was  lost. 
A  motion  b^ing  made  to  engross  said  Resolution,  it  was  lost. 
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An  Act  (0  amend  the  Constitation  of  thU  Stale  ao  aa  to  make  the 
aessioBsof  the  General  AaBemblybie  nniai  instead  of  annual, 

Wai  read  three  teTeral  timei,  as  of  the  third  day. 

On  the  question,  '*  Shall  the  bill  pass  V  the  vote  was  as  follows  : 

Yeas-<-Mn  President,  Messrs.  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fair, 
banks,  Floyd,  Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smithy 
Tabor,  Tracey,  Watts— 16. 

Nays — Mr.  Avery-«-l. 

So  the  bill  passed  by  the  reifnisite  eonslitutional  majority*  Title 
as  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  certified  to  tfaa  House  <^  Repreeenta* 
tires. 

An  Act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  thia  State  as  to  extend  to 
all  free  white  male  inhabitants,  being  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
who  shall  hare  resided  within  this  State  one  year,  the  elective  firan. 
chise. 

Was  read  three  several  times,  as  of  the  third  day. 

On  the  question,  ^  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?"  the  vote  was  as  follows ; 

Teas-^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Cos- 
tin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Lorrimer,  McMUlan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sander- 
son, Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Watt8<»^17»  • 

So  the  bill  passed  by  the  requisite  constitutional  majority.  Title 
as  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House  of  RepresenU- 
tives. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  State  and 
County  Revenue, 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Taxa* 
tion  and  Revenue. 

Resolution  to  appoint  a  Committee  in  relation  to  the  offices  of 
Comptroller  and  Treasurer, 

Came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

On  motion,  Ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

Resolution  in  relation  to  Major  Wm.  W.  Loring  and  Lieut.  M.  C, 
Marin, 

Was  read  a  third  time  and  adopted. 

Ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  House. 

A  Committee  from  the  House,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hagner, 
Blackburn  and  Allison,  informed  the  Senate  that  the  messages  trans- 
mitted to  the  House  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  relative  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Constitution,  did  not  -specify  that  the  bills  had 
been  passed  by  the  requisite  constitutional  majority. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  that  the  House  be  informed,  '*  That  the 
bills  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  Senate  as  required  by  the  Constitu* 
tion  of  this  State." 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Oo  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock* 
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WsDNSSDAT,  December  1,  1947, 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment^  a  quorum  being  prec. 
^ent,  after  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Choice,  Chaplain  of  the  Senate, 
the  Journal  of  jesterdaj  wav  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee  to  re* 
port  to  the  Senate  upon  the  operation  of  the  present  revenue  laws  of 
this  State,  and  whether  the  same  conform  to  the  Constitution  in  pro« 
viding  for  an  equal  and  uniform  mode  of  taxation,  to  report  as  earl/ 
as  practicable. 

Whkh  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Tracey  and 
Smith  were  appointed  such  select  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  Mr.  Burritt  was  added  to  said  com* 
mittee. 

Mr.  Burrilt  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to 
organise  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

Mtm  Moseley  gave  notice  that  he  wouki,  at  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  giving  to  the  Judges  olthe  Circuit  Court  the 
power  to  impose  fines  and  forfeitures  in  criminal  <;ases. 

Mr«  Sanderson  moved  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  the 
House  concurring,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  accounts  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Treasurer,  as  required  by  the  law  organizing  the 
said  offices  of  Comptroller  and  Treasurer  of  this  State. 

Whu^h  motion  prevailed,  and  Messrs.  Sanderson,  Smith  and  Avery 
were  appointed  said  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  Mr.  Fairbanks  was  added  to  said 
Committee.  ' 

Mr.  Austin  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  biU  to  reduce  the  fees  of  Tax  Assessor  and  Col* 
lector. 

Mr.  Burritt  presented  the  Memorial  of  John  S.  Sammis  and  Oli. 
ver  Wood,  Executors  of  George  Kingsley,  deceased,  praying  tb« 
passage  of  a  law  authorizing  them  to  sell  certain  lands  therein  named. 

Wbieh  was  read,  and  on  naotion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  referred  to  th» 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
entitled,  ^  An  Act  to  make  the  Ceitificates  of  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Suite  receivable  in  payment  of  all  public  dues,"  report  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  sakl  bill,  with  the  following  amendment,  and  ask  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate  therein  : 

Sbc.  2.  Be  UJwiher  enacted^  That  the  ofiicers  charged  with  the 
collection  of  the  State  taxes  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required 
to  receive  the  said  Certificates  at  par ;  and  any  such  officer  who 
shall  directly  or  indirectly  receive  the  same  at  a  less  sum  than  the 
sum  therein  expressed  to  be  due,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  extortion, 

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Senate  to  act  with  a  similar  com' 
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mittee  on  the  part  oTihe  Houie,  to  adept  joint  rules  for  tlie  gorera. 
ment  of  the  two  Houses  during  the  present  session,  reported  the  joint 
rules  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  recommended  their 
adoption. 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  the  rules  of  the 
last  session  adopted. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 

Engrossed  Resolution  to  appoint  a  Committee  in  relation  to  the 
oflkes  of  Comptroller  and  Treasurer, 
Was  read  a  third  time,  and  lost. 
On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


Thussdat,  December  2,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Floyd  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled. An  Act  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this  State  so  as  to  have 
the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Chancellors,  and  Judges  of  the 
Circuit  Courts,  electea  by  the  vote  of  the  people  of  this  State ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  to  rescind  the  25th  rule ; 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Floyd  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled, An  Act  to  abolish  the  pay  of  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
to-merrow. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  the  qualified  Elec- 
tors of  each  Coujity  within  this  State  to  elect  Judges  of  Probate  ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An -Act  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
Negroes  into  this  State  for  hire,  belonging  to  non-residents. 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Sanderson  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to-morrow,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  more  particularly  to 
define  mortgage  liens; 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  in  relation  to  roads  in  Colum- 
bia county. 

Mr.  Avery  gavo  notice  that  he  would,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  organize  Courts 
of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida,  approved  July  25, 1845. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Sandenott,  ike  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Of. 
iices  of  Comptroller  and  Treasurer  of  this  State,  was  taken  from  the 
table,  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lorrimer,  Ordered  that  75  copies  of  the  bill  to 
be  entitled.  An  Act  to  prevent  the  introdoction  of  negroes  into  this 
State  for  hire  belonging  to  non-residents,  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks^  Ordeied,  that  75  copies  of  the  Joint 
Rules  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  Ordered,  that  75  copies  of  the  bill  to  bo 
entided.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this  Stale  so  as  to  hare 
the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Chancellors  and  Judges  of  the 
Circuit  Courts,  elected  bj  vote  of  the  people  of  this  State ;  and  75 
copies  of  the  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  anthorize  the  qualified 
Electors  of  each  county  within  this  State  to  elect  Judges  of  Probate, 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Floyd  introduced  the  following  preamble  and  reisolution  : 

Whereas,  the  end  and  aim  of  civil  government  is  to  secure  ta 
eveiy  individual  in  the  community  the  enjoyment  of  his  rights  of  per- 
son and  property ;  and  whereas,  the  pure  administration  of  justice  is 
of  the  highest  consequence  to  any  people^  and  hence  the  judiciary  of 
our  country  is  most  important  among  the  different  branches  of  gov. 
emment;  whereas,  it  is  now  a  general  and  incontrovertible  truth,that 
the  mode  of  appointment  by  popular  election,  is  the  best  system  eve/ 
invented  for  securing  to  the  State,  the  services  of  competent  and  faiths 
fill  public  officers ;  and  that  this  truth  lies  at  the  foundation  of  our 
theoiy  of  government ;  and  whereas,  the  good  people  of  Florida,  have 
sufficient  intelligence  and  integrity  to  qualify  them  to  make  a  judi- 
clous  selection,  noU  only  of  members  of  the  Leffislature,  Govemory 
and  other  State  officers,  members  of  Congress,  but  also  of  Judges; 
and  whereas,  it  is  a  cardinal  principle  in  our  republican  creed,  that 
the  governed  shall  have  a  voice  in  the  selection  of  those,  who  are  to 
govern,  and  that  the  will  of  the  majority  shall  rule  ;  hence  the  ap- 
pointment of  Judges  who  are  to  dispense  justice  among  them,  should 
be  in  accordance  with  their  wishes ;  and  whereas,  the  original  pur- 
pose in  England,  for  which  Judges  were  appointed  for  life,  was  to  ren<- 
der  them  independent  of  the  crown,  and  thereby  protect  the  people 
against  its  corruptions  and  oppressions  f  but  in  a  government  like 
oars,  founded  on  the  public  will,  such  a  principle  operates  in  a  con- 
trary way,  and  against  that  will ;  and  whereat^  it  is  absurd  in  a  rep** 
resentative  government,  to  create  a  set  of  officers,  holding  office  for 
life,  irresponsible  to  the  people  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  thereof; 
and  whereas,  governments  are  only  republican  in  proportion  as  they 
embody  the  will  of  the  people  and  execute  it ;  whereas,  a  life  tenure 
in  office  is  a  vestage  of  an  imperfect,  anti^republican  model,  and 
should  not  be  adopt^  in  this  age  of  liberty  and  enlightened  enquiry, 
and  in  a  government  like  ours. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved^  That  the  Judiciary  of  our  State  should  be 
republicanised,  by  rendering  all  the  Judicial  officers  thereof  elect tver 
by  the  people,  and  for  a  term  of  years  only. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


33 

Uudted^  That  in  our  ophiion  the  good  people  of  I^orida  are  ca^ 

fable  (both  io  regard  to  intelligence  and  integrity)  of  aelecthig  their 
udicial  officers,  and  that  the  Constitution  of  the  State  should  be  m 
amended  as  to  gite  to  them  the  election  of  said  officers. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  on  to-morrow. 

The  Conmitttee  on  the  Judlciary,to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  John  S.  Oammis  and  Oliver  Wood,  of  Duval  countj,  Executors  of 
George  Kingslej^  deceased,  have  Instnitted  me  to  repent— - 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  pre- 
pared  the  following  Bill,  and  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  there- 
ins 

AN  ACT  to  aulh)fize  the  Bxecutotsof  Oeorg^ 
Sdl  Real  Estate, 

SccnoN  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representa* 
tiees  of  the  State  of  Florida,  in  General  Assembly  eonvenedi  That 
John  S.  Sammis  and  Oliver  Wood,  or  either  of  them^  EzecuCors  of 
the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  George  Kingsley,  deceased,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  either  at  public  or  private  sale,  any, 
and  all  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  George  Kingsley,  belonging  to 
him  at  the  time  of  his  death  ;  prt^ided,  that  no  sale  shall  be  made  by 
either  of  them  until  he  shall  have  first  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Judge 
of  Probate  of  D6val  county,  such  security  for  the  proper  appltcation 
of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  as  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  said  county 

may  require.  

S.  L.  BURRFTT,  Chairman. 

The  Commitee  on  Taxation  and  Revei^ue,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  provide  for  the  Assessment  and  Collec- 
tion of  the  State  and  County  Revenue,  beg  leav^  to  report,  that  they 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  ai^  return  the  same  herewith 
to  the  Senate,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration* 
thereof.  JOSEPH  B.  WATTS,  Chairman. 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House,  and  read  ; 

Ho.  Ref.  Nov.  m,  1847. 
Honor  Me  President  of  the  Senate  / 

Enclosed  is  ^  An  act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this  State  as 
(0  extend  to  all  free  white  male  inhabitants  being  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  who  shall  have  resided  within  this  State  one  year,  the 
Elective  Franchise," 

Which  this  day  passed  the  House  by  a  constitutional  majority  of 
two  thirds,  and  was  ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 

And  on  motion,  the  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Also  the  following : 

Ho.  Rep.  Dec.  1,  1847. 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sis  : — Enclosed  is  an  Engrossed  Bill  entitled, "  An  act  so  to  amend^ 
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tlie  Constitution  of  this  State,  as  to  make  the  Sessions  of  the  Gerieraf 
Assembly  biennial  instead  of  annual," 

Which  this  day  passed  the  House  by  a  coniltitutional  majority  of 
ttiro  thirds,  and  was  ordered  to  be  certified  to  thef  Senate. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 
Which  Tfras  read,  and  on  motion,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table.' 
Also  the  following : 

Ha.  Rep.  Nov.  30,  1847. 
Honordbh  President  of  the  SenaXe  i 

The  enclosed ''  Pj^amble  ahd  Resolutions  relating  to  a  Mail  Route 
rom  Jasper,Hamilton  county,  via  Blount  Ferry,  Stiwanne  River,  Rol. 
lison's  Ferry,  St.  Mary's  River,  in  Colombia  county,  Florida,  to  Cen. 
ireville,  Georgia,"  this  day  passed  the  Hosue,  and  were  ordered  to  be 
certified  to  the  Senate. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 
The  preamble  and  resolutions  accfompanying  said  message  were' 
read  the  fkst  time,  and  on  motion  the  rule  waived,  and  read  a  se- 
cond  time  ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  ofihe  Commonwealth. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  make  the  certificates  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  State  receivable  in  payment  of  all  public  dues. 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

Resolution  in  relation  to  the  OBice  of  Comptroller,  was  read  and 
adopted. 

The  following  message  and  accompanying  documents  were  re- 
ceived from  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  read — 

Executive  Department,  > 
December  1,  1847.      \ 
Gendeinen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 
I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  communication  from  the 
President  of  the  University  at  Cambridge,  with  the  accompanying 
Resolution,  adopted  by  the  Corporation  of  that  Institution,  on  ihe' 
•27tb  February  ]^sU 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

UrflVEBSITY    AT   CAilBRIDGE,  > 

8lh  March,  1847.      I 
Sib  : — I  have  been  directed  by  the  Corporation  of  the  University,^ 
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to  (raosmil  through  the  proper  channel  (o  lU  destination,  the  efi'clos^ 
ed  official  copy  of  a  vote  of  thanks,  unanimously  adopted  by  the ' 
Board  on  the  27th  ult.,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  liberality  of  the" 
General  Assembly  of  Florida,  in  directing  a  copy  of  their  Journals  ^ 
and  other  Public  Documents,  to  be  furnished  for  the  Library  of  this  - 
Institution. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  this  act  of  public  cour- 
tesy on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  Florkia  is  fully  appreciated  by 
the  Oorporotion,  and  that  they  regard  it  a  striking  indication  of  the 
enlightened  interest  taken  by  the  General  Ai»embly  in  the  promo*  - 
tion  of  Letters  in  our  conunon  countryi 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witH  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  obedient,  faithful  servant, 
EDWARD  EVERETT, 

President  of  the  University. 
His  Excellency*  WiUJAM  D.  Moseley,  dec,  ^.\  dsc. 

At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard'^ 
College,  in  Boston,  February  27,  1847,  the  President  communicated 
»  Resolve  of  the  Legislature  of  Florida,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  transmit  a  complete  series  of  the  State  Documents. 

Voted — That  the  President  be  requested  to  convey  to  the  Legis* 
lalureof  Florida^  the  thanks  of  this  Board,  for  their  liberality  in  di-- 
recting  a  copy  of  their  Journals,  and  other  Documents,  published  bj^> 
their  order,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Library  of  the  University. 
A  true  copy  of  record. 

Attest :—  JAMES  WALKER,  Secretary. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  Assessment  and  Col- 
lection of  the  State  and  County  BLevenue — 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lorrimer,  the ' 
Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  said  bill,  Mr. 
Avery  in j the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their' 
Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House,  with  sundry  amend-- 
ments,  and  asked  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera. 
ti5on  thereof. 

Which  was  received. 

The  question  then  being  upon  concurring  in  the  report  of  the  com^ 
mittee,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs  Sanderson  and 
Floyd,  and  were— 

Yeas — Messrs.  Austin,  Costen,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Lorrimer,  Mc- 
Millan, Smith,  Tabor~8. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Brett,  Burritt,  Mosely,  San- 
derson, Tracey,  Watis — 8. 

There  being  a  tie,  the  report  was  not  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-n»or-  • 
row,  J  a  o'clock. 
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Triday,  December  8,  1847. 

I^e  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
.Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 
A  quorum  being  present,  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read 
i^and  approved. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Sanderson  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  *^  Au  act  more  particularly  to  define  mortgage  lines." 
Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
|«  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  ordered  that  75  copies  of  said  bill  be 
rprinted. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Avery  introduced  a  b«Il  to  be  en- 
titled. An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  *'  An  act  to  ^i^anize  Courts 
of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida." 

Which  was  read  the  £rst  time  and  oriered  to  a  «econd  reading  to- 
.morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Moeeley  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  An  act  to  give  lo  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  this 
State  the  -power  to  impose  fines  and  forfeitures  in  criminal  cases. 

Wiiich  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Lorrimer  presented  the  memorial  of  Asa  B.  Clark,  praying 
that  the  Comptroller  may  be  directed  to  audit  and  allow  a  certain 
,  claim  therein  named. 

L  Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  ef  Mr.  Lorrimer,  referred  to  the 

'  ^committee  on  claims. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  tbe  Comptroller : 
OoMBTROLLEjt's  Offics,  Tallahassce,  Dec.  2j  1847. 
3b  the  Honorable  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sib  : — The  undersigned  respectfully  represejits  that  the  OMUiy  calls 
^or  information  from  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  current  biisi- 
'Hess  of  the  office,  renders  it  impossible  for  him  to  answer  all  the  Reso- 
^uliottt  without  assistance ;  he  therefore  asks  of  the  Hon.  Senata, 
authority  to  employ  «uch  aid  as  may  be  found  requisite,  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  General  Assembly. 

^Very  Respectfully, 
iour  Qb't.  Serv't., 

N.  P.  BEMIS,  Comptroller. 
I  Which  was  read. 

>'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  said  communication  was  referred  to4L 

I  reelect  committee — said  select  coimnittee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Bur- 

I  .ritt,  Fairbanks  and  Avery. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  he  alloveli 
Mo  move  that  the  Senate,  the  House  concurring,  will  go  into  the  eleo- 
'tion  of  Comptroller  and  Treasurer,  on  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 
Which  was' adopted. 
^Ordered  that  the  same  be-certlfied  to  the  House. 
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ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  Assessnient  jGind  C.ol^ 
potion  of  the  State  and  County  Revenue — 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion  to  engross  said  bill  for  a  third  reading,  the  yeas  and 
pays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Sanderson  and  Priest,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Avery,  Brett,  ILorrimer,  Moseley,  Sanderson,  Tra- 
cer, Walts— 7. 

Na¥s— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Austin,  Burritt,  Costen,  Fairbanlcs, 
f  loyd,  McMillan,  Priest,  Sm.ilh,  Tabor— 10. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  make  the  certificates  of  the 
Treasurer  of  this  State  receivable  in  payment  of  all  public  dues — 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  shall  this  bill  pass?* 
the  yeas  and  nays  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Fairbanks,  Lorrimer,  Moseley, 
Priest,  Sanderson,  Tabor,  Watts — 9. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Austin,  Brett,  Costen,  Floyd,  Mcr 
Millan,  Smilb,  Tracey— 8. 

So  the  bill  passed,  title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  the  Executors  of  George 
Kingsley,  deceased,  to  sell  real  estate — 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morro>v. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  Negroes 
into  this  State  for  hire,  belonging  to  non-residents — 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  the  following  amendments  to  said  bill ; 

Afier  the  word  '*  hire"  in  the  8th  line  of  section  2,  add,**  and  such 
slave  or  slaves  shall  be  held  in  custody  until  said  penalty  be  paid  off 
and  discharged." 

After  the  last  word  **  County"  in  the  3d  line  of  section  6,  add, 
Provided^  That  this  act  shall  not  be  enforced  within  any  other  county 
of  this  State  than  the  county  of  franklin. 

Which  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flpyd,  said  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this  State 
so  as  to  have  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Chancellors,  and 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  elected  by  the  vote  of  the  people — 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  Mr.  Floyd,  ordered  to  lio 
on  the  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  the  qualified  voters  of  each 
county  within  this  State  to  elect  Judges  of  Probate — 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  referred 
tp  the  pommitlee  on  the  Judiciary. 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  abolish  the  pay  of  Adjutant  and  la- 
«pector  General  of  this  State — 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  Mr.  Floyd,  referred  to :the 
cqipmittee  on  Militia. 

Preamble  and  resolution  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Judges-^ 

Was  read  a  second  tirqe,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  the  4:ommittee 
on  the  State  of  the  Commonwealth  allowed  to  report. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Engrossed  Preamble  and  Resolutions  relating  to  a  maU 
route  from  Jasper,  Hamilton  county,  via  Blount's  Ferry,  Suwannee 
l^iver,  Rawlison's  Ferry,  3t.  Mary's  ^iver,  in  Columbia  county,  Flori- 
da, to  Centreville,  Georgia,  beg  leave  to  report  the  said  Preamble  and 
Resolutions,  with  the  following  amendments  : 

After  the  word  "  Georgia,"  in  the  5th  line,  add — 

Whereas,  many  inhabitants  residing  At  and  near  Rawlison's  Ferry, 
on  St.  Mary's  River,  in  Columbia  county,  su^er  great  inconvenience 
for  want  of  mail  facilities,  there  being  no  post  office  within  the  dia^ 
tance  of  thirty-five  miles  of  said  place. 

And  after  the  word  '*  and,"  in  the  6th  line,  add  *'  Rawlison's." 

Which  report  was  received,  and  the  amendments  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  waive  the  rule,  and  that  said  Preamble 
and  Resolutions  be  read  a  third  time. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  that  the  rule  be  waived,  and  he  allowed  to  give 
notice  that  at  some  future  day  he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  certain 
bills. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

The  orders  of  the  day  having  been  gone  through — 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 

On  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  San- 
derson and  Watts,  and  were — 

Ykas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Costen,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley. 
Smith,  Tabor— 7. 

Nays — Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Lorrimer,  McMillan, 
Priest,  Sanderson,  Tracey,  Wntts-i-JO. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Austin  moved  to  adjourn  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Avery  maved  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  at  a  quarter  of  10 
o'clock. 

On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs^ 
fiojd  and  Sanderson,  and  were — 

Ybas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Costen,  Fairbanks, 
Priest,  Smith,  Tabor,  Watts— 9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Austin,  Brett,  Floyd,  Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Mose- 
Jey,  Sanderson,  Tracey — 8. 

So  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-;norrow,  at  \  of  10  o'clock* 
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fiATURDAYi  December  4, 1847* 

Tho  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  quorum  being  present,  Rev,  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  amended  and  approved* 

Mr.  Avery  moved,  that  the  Governor  be  requested  to  inform  the 
^Senate  what  action  has  been  taken  upon  the  Resolutions  in  relation  to 
Seminary  lands,  &c.,  approved  Dec.  20,  1845. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  24th  Rule  of  the  Senate, 
the  words  "  in  cases  of  emergency." 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Floyd  save  notice  that  he  would,  at  some  future  day,  asks  leave 
to  introduce  the  following  bills  : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  organize  a  Common  School  within 
the  county  of  Franklin. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  prevent  Bank  A^^encies  in  thie 
.State  from  putting  into  circulation  bills  of  a  less  denomination  than 
iten  dollars. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Engrossed  bill,  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  the  Erecutors  ci 
^George  Kingsley,  deceased,  to  sell  rdal  estate — 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and,  on  the  question  ''shall  this  bill  pass  ?" 
:the  yeas  and  na3r8  were — 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Cos- 
'ten,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sander- 
rfion.  Tabor,  Tracey,  Watts — 16. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  more  particularly  to  define  mortgage 
:llens-«- 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  **  of"  oc- 
ccurring  afler  the  word  *'  whatsoever,"  in  the  2d  line  of  section  3,  and 
^inserting therein  the  word  "for." 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "  record"  im 
Uine  6,  8ection.2,  and  Inserting  therein  the  word  '*  recorded." 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  said  bill  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  "  An  act  to 
corganize  Courts  of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida" — 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  referred  to 
}the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  give  to  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit 
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SboHIt  oftbU  State  thVpow^rtii  impose  fines  and  forfeitares  in  crim-- 
ibal  cases — 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracej,  referred 
tb  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Engrossed  Preamble  and  Resolution  of  the  House,  as  amended  by 
the  Senate,  was  read  a  third  time  and  adopted. 

Ordered  that  tbe  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mh  Fairbanks,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday 
next,  10  o'clock.  • 


Mondays  December  6,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Rev.  Mi*.  Choice  offi. 
etated  as  Chaplaia.  The-  Journal  of  Saturday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  that  the  amendments  toihe  Constitution,  laid 
upon  the  table,  be  taken  therefrom^  and  placed  among  the  orders  or 
the  day. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Brett  moved  that  the  CommittBO  on  Schools  and  Colleges  be 
instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a  Com* 
mon  School  System. 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  committee  instructed. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  some  future  day,  ask 
ftave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  in  relation  to  the  Board  or 
6ounty  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instruct- 
ed to  bring  in  a  bill  so  amending  the  law  of  elections  as  to  have  the* 
State  officers  and  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  elected^ 
upon  the  same  day. 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  committee  instructed. 

Mr.  McLean  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day,  ask- 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  12th  section  of  the  5lh  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  so  that  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  shall  hold  their  term  of  office  for  six  years  instead  of  during: 
good  behavior. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  tbe  Com-- 
monwealth  any  information  in  his  possession  relating  to'the  Northern' 
boundary  of  thirState. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  communication,  from  the  National  Medical  Con-- 
vention  held  at  Philadelphia  in  May  last,  was  received  by  the  Presi-- 
dent  of  the  Senate,  and  read : 

To  the  Honorable  President  of  the  Senate  of  Florida : 

Sni : — The  following  Resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  NationaP 
Medical  Convention  held  at  Pbikdelpbia  in  the  month  of  May  last. 
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*^Rei6lved^  That  it  is  expedient  for  this  Convention  to  recomikiend 
to,  and  urge  upon,  the  various  State  Governments,  the  adoption  of 
itoeasures  for  pfbcuring  a  Registration  of  the  Births,  Marriages,  and 
Deaths,  occurring  in  their  several  populations. 

'*  Besohedj  That  the  paper  hereto  annexed  be  adopted  as  the  voice 
of  the  Convention,  be  printed,  signed  by  its  officers,  and  transmitted^ 
under  their  direction,  to  all  the  State  Governments  of  the  Union.*' 

bi  compliance  with  the  second  of  the  above  Resolutions,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  Memorial. 

Your  very  obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  S'HLLE, 

Secretary. 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  23f,  184*7. 

Memorial  of  the  National  Medical  Convention  hel4  in  Philadelphiot 
in  May,  1847. 

The  United  States  National  Medical  Convention,  assembled  in'the 
City  of  Philadelphia  in  May,  1847,  desirous  of  the  promotion  of  the 
true  and  vital  interests  of  the  people  of  their  common  country,  in  ali^ 
their  varied  locations,  circumstances  and  conditions,  do  respectfully 
recommend  to  the  governments  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union, 
the  adoption  of  measures  for  a  General^  Registration  of  thr 
Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  which  may  occur  within  their 
respective  borders. 

No  effort  need  here  Be  expended  in  elucidation  of  the  more  ordi- 
nary  purposes  for  which  such  a  Registration  should  be  universally 
adopted,  such  as  proofs  of  lineage,  rights  of  dower,  and  bequests  of 
property.  The  importance  of  these  cannot  but  be  perceived  on  the 
least  reflection. 

But  there  are  reasons  more  profound  and  far  reaching,  results  more' 
important  to  the  welfare  and  glory  of  man,  obtainable  by  this  meas- 
ure, which  not  only  justify,  but  demand  its  early  adoption,  and  thorough 
consummation. 

There  are  two  facts  to  be  noticed  in  this  connection,  which  may 
not  be  denied  : — 

First,  Upon  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  three  important 
eras  of  existence,  birth,  marriage  and  death,  are  dependent,  to  a  very 
great  extent,  the  physical,  moral  and  civil  condition  of  the  human 
family. 

Second.  A  knowledge  of  these  circumstances  is  necessary  for  a  full 
comprehension  of  important  means  for  the  certain  advancement  of  the 
population  of  States,  in  prosperity  and  civilization. 

To  the  political  economist  and  vital  statist  the  laws  which  regulate 
and  control  the  lives  and  destinies  of  the  people  of  the  present,,  can- 
not be  a  subject  of  indifference ; — to  the  legislator  and  statesman,- 
ignorance  of  them  is  a  bar  to  the  full  appreciation  of  their  responsi- 
bilily  to  the  people  of  the  future.  The  'philosophy  of  the  increase  of 
population  is  intimately  connected  with,  and  dependent  upon,  the  pro- 
loosed  measure,  and  can  be  properly  learned  only  from  its  facts  and 
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deductions.  Id  countries  longer  settled  than  ours,  this  science  htm 
come  to  be  one  of  profound  importance  (o  those  who  are  called  to 
legislate  for  the  future  as  well  as  for  the  present.  For  example  :— * 
The  population  of  England  has  increased,  as  the  census  prove — and 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  leaves  beyond  a  doubt— ^in  a  geometi* 
Heal  progression  for  forty  years,  and  at  a  rate  by  which,  if  continued, 
it  will  double  every  forty-nine  years.  Whether  the  means  of  subsis* 
tence  keep  pace  with  that  increase,  or  whether  the  density  of  popula* 
tion  will,  ere  long,  be  too  great  for  its  area,  are  important  questions 
to  be  decided  by  their  own  statesmen. 

An  increase  of  population  has,  however,  nothing  in  it  irresistible 
or  inexorable  ;  it  consists  in  nothing  but  an  increase  of  the  births  over 
the  deaths — and  will  be  suspended  if  the  births  cease  to  maintain  the 
same  ratio  to  the  population ;  and  the  births  may  always  be  reduced 
rapidly,  by  retarding  the  period  and  number  of  the  marriages,  with- 
out taking  into  consideration  the  increase  by  immigration.  Circum- 
stanced as  this  country  is  now,  with  its  millions  of  unreclaimed  acres, 
its  exhaustless  resources  of  subsistence  and  wealth,  in  its  mountainsr 
and  valleys,  in  its  mines,  rivers  and  forests,  it  would  be  judicious  to 
invite,  even  with  the  vast  immigration  to  be  expected,  rather  than 
discourage,  an  increase  of  a  native  population,  by  encouraging  early 
marriages,  provided  that  thereby  immortality  or  misery  in  any  form, 
will  not  advance  with  them. 

But  before  we  can  make  any  recommendations  on  this  subject,  or 
before  we  can  even  intelligently  discuss  it,  we  must  have  a  knowledge 
of  the  facts  as  they  are.  By  commencing  a  Registration  now,  our 
successors  will  be  furnished  with  the  necessary  material  in  time  for 
any  exigency  that  may  arise. 

Conclusive  evidence  is  furnished  to  us  of  the  value  of  a  well-digest- 
ed  system  of  Registration  for  the  improvement  of  the  people  in  their 
moral  and  physical  condition,  and  in  the  length  of  their  lives.  From 
the  facts  obtained  thereby,  are  deducible  the  rules  and  inferences  of 
health,  and  the  sources  of  disease  and  premature  mortality-^many  of 
which  need  but  be  known  to  be  avoided.  Coincident  with  improve- 
ments in  the  health  and  condition  of  individuals,  are  increase  of  years, 
and  advancement  in  private  and  public  morals,  and  in  the  strength  and 
virtue  of  the  State. 

Among  the  first  communities  to  establish  a  system  of  Registration  of 
Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  was  Geneva,  where  it  was  begun  as 
early  as  1549,  and  has  since  been  continued  with  great  care.  The 
registers  are  there  viewed  as  pre-appointed  evidences  of  civil  rights, 
and  it  appears  that  hufpan  life  has  wonderfully  improved  since  they 
were  kept.  The  mean  duration  of  life  increased  more  iha.Q  Jive  times 
from  1550  to  1833;  with  the  increase  of  population,  and  more  pro* 
longed  duration  of  life,  happiness  also  increased;  though  with  ad- 
vanced prosperity,  marriages  became  fewer  and  later,  and  thus  the 
number  of  births  was  reduced,  a  greater  number  of  infants  born  were 
preserved,  and  the  number  of  adults — with  whom  lies  the  true  great- 
ness of  the  state — became  larger.  Towards  the  close  of  the  17th 
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century,  the  probable  duration  of  life  was  not  20  years — at  tfie  closer 
of  the  18th  century  it  attained  to  32  years — and  now  it  has  arrivecf 
to  45  years ;  while  the  real  productive  power  of  the  population  baa- 
increased  in  a  much  greater  proportion  than  the  increase  in  its  actual 
number,  and,  Geneta  has  arrived  at  a  high  state  of  cimlization. 

These  results,  so^glorious  f^r  individuals,  for  the  community,  and  for 
humanity,  are  derived  from  the  better  knowledge  and  understanding 
of  the  science  of  life  and  health,  the  data  for  which  are  furnished  by 
the  statictfcs  of  the  Registers. 

The  information  obtained  by  the  Natural  History  surveys  whicU 
have  been  made  of  many  of  the  States  of  tfie  Union,  is  directly  in--^ 
teresting  only  to  a  very  small  number ; — while  the  fitcts  and  infer- 
ences deducibfe  from  a  sanatary  survey  and  registration,  interest  and 
benefit,  directly,  the  great  mass  of  the*  people,  for  all  are  interested  in 
their  personal  condition.  Thus  are  produced  in  them  more  expanded 
views  of  the  worth  of  life,  and  the  necessity  for  its  preservation  ;  a 
more  thorough  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  purity  in  the  prin- 
cipal sources  of  its  continuance,  air  and  food ;  more  attention  to 
the  comforts  of  dwellings  and  clothing,  more  refined  sensibilities; 
greater  energy,  and  a  better  regulated  state  of  public  and  private 
morals.     These  results  have  been  obtained  in  Geneva. 

In  Prussia  these  measures  are  attended  to  in  a  mode  deserving  the 
highest  commendation.  Every  fact  relating  to  the  health,  lives  and 
condition  of  the  population,  is  there  collected  with  great  care  by  a 
central  ofiicer  at  Berlin,  and  published  for  the  benefit  of  the  people. 
The  most  beneficent  results  have  accrued  from  the  admirably  arrang- 
ed  statistfcal  returns  made  for  several  years  past  in  England.  Of 
more  than  one  large  town,  but  of  Liverpool  especially,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  mortality  was  great,  and  the  average  age  at  death  of 
the  population  low,  whereas  before,  the  inhabitants  had  boasted  of 
their  salubrity  and  longevity.  The  registration  has,  to  them,  truly 
proved  the  means  of  increase  of  health  and  years,  afler  removing 
firom  their  eyes  the  scales  which  blinded  them  to  their  own  d^struc-^ 
tion. 

In  many  of  the  European  States  besides  those  mentioned,  facts  in 
connection  with  this  subject  are  registered  and  collated,  in  the  most 
scientific  and  systematic  manner,  and  to  use  the  language  of  a  dis- 
tinguished American  statist,  "  whatever  we  Americans  may  say  to* 
the  contrary,  the  average  longevity,  in  many  places,  where  these 
measures  have  been  in  operation,  appears  greater  than  with  us." — 
Indeed  we  have  no  little  reason  to  apprehend  that,  unless  something 
16  done  to  arrest  the  progress  and  pressure  of  the  causes  of  premature 
mortality  in  this  country,  we  shall  be  in  danger  of  possessing  only  a 
very  young  and  immature  population.  The  average  age  of  death  in- 
many  of  our  large  cities,  as  far  as  returns  enable  it  to  be  shown,  la- 
under 20  years,  a  fact  which  can  only  bo  due  to  the  unfavorable  phy* 
sical  circumstances  of  the  people,  and  their  ignorance  of  the  true 
means  of  living  and  avoiding  disease. 

The  registers  of  the  ancient  Romans,  which  were  preserved  witii> 
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freat  care,  and  recorded  the  births,  sexes,  periods  of  puberty,  man- 
hood, age  at  death,  etc.,  kept  by  order  of  Domitius  Ufpianus,  prime 
minister  of  Alexander  Severus,  afibrdus  the  means  of  ascertaining  the 
mean  duration  of  life  in  Rome  nearly  2000  years  ago,  and  compar- 
log  this  with  the  results  of  estimates  made  at  the  present  day  in 
places  where  similar  records  are  kept,  we  are  thus  enabled  to  es- 
tablish  the  gratifying  fact  of  the  great  extension  of  the  average  pe- 
riod of  human  life  in  various  cities  and  countries. 

Of  the  results  obtainable  by  the  suggested  measure,  in  connection 
with  the  census  returns  now  regularly  made  in  each  of  the  United 
States,  not  the  least  important  and  desirable  are  tables  exhibiting  the 
probabilities  or  expectation  of  life. 

By  this  simple  and  elegant  method,  the  mean  duration  of  li/e,  un- 
certain as  it  appears  to  be,  and  as  it  is^  with  reference  to  individuals, 
can  be  determined  with  the  greatest  accuracy  in  nations,  and  in  still 
smaller  communities.  This  is  important  not  merely  in  reference  to 
the  payments  of  life  annuities,  and  the  business  of  life  insurance, 
whose  great  value  is  but  just  beginning  to  be  felt  in  this  country,  but 
it  is  of  inestimable  interest  as  determining  to  individuals  their  proba- 
bilities of  living  in  their  different  classes,  occupations,  locations,  and 
habits.  **  As  it  might  be  expected  from  the  similarity  of  the  human 
organization,  that  all  classes  of  men  would,  cceteris  paribus,  live,  on 
an  average,  the  same  number  of  years,  it  becomes  important  to  as- 
certain whether  this  be  the  case,  and  if  it  be  not,  to  determine  to 
what  extent  life  is  shortened  in  unfavorable  circumstances.  The 
Life  Table  answers  this  purpose,  and  is  as  indispensable  in  sanatary 
inquiries  as  the  barometer  or  thermometer,  and  other  instruments, 
in  physical  research.  Upon  applying  it  to  any  number  of  well-se- 
lected cases,  the  influence  of  any  external  cause,  or  combination  of 
causes,  can  be  analyzed  ;  while  without  its  aid,  and  extended  obser* 
nation  and  calculation,  we  are  liable  to  be  misled  at  every  step  by 
vague  opinions,  well  concocted  stories,  or  interested  statements,  in 
estimating  the  relative  duration  of  life  ^  which  can  no  more  be  ac- 
curately made  out  by  conjecture,  than  the  relative  diameters  of  the 
sun,  moon  and  planets  of  our  system. "-*-F//)!A  Annual  Report  of  the 
Registrar-General  in  England, 

If  these  things  are  so,  and  of  their  truth  there  cannot  remain  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt,  it  is  plain  that  with  this  measure  are  entwined 
(he  highest  earthly  interests  of  humanity,  and  it  belongs  to  the  legis- 
lators of  the  New  World,  the  guardians  and  custodians  of  the  inter- 
ests and  glory  of  the  American  Republic,  to  consider  well  ere  they 
Jonger  postpone  the  adoption  of  a  measure  so  essential  thereto.  '*  A 
comparison  of  the  duration  of  successive  generations  in  England, 
France,  Prussia,  Austria,  Russia,  America,  and  other  Stales,  would 
^row  much  light  on  the  physical  condition  of  their  respective  popu- 
Jations,  and  suggest  to  scientific  and  benevolent  individuals  in  every 
country,  and  to  the  governments,  many  ways  of  diminishing  the  suf- 
ierings,  and  meliorating  the  health  and  condition  of  the  people  ;  for 
^e  longer  iife  of  a  nation  denotes  more  than  it  does  in  an  individual 
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<— a  happier  life — a  life  more  exempt  from  sickness  and  inArmitj — a 
life  of  greater  energy  and  industry — of  greater  experience  and  wis- 
dom, oy  these  comparisons,  a  noble  national  emulation  might  be 
excited,  and  rival  nations  would  read  of  sickness  diminished,  deform- 
ity  banished,  life  saved — of  victories  over  death  and  the  grave — with 
as  much  enthusiasm  as  of  victories  over  each  other's  armies  in  the 
field ;  and  the  triumph  of  one  would  not  be  the  humiliation  of  the 
other,  for  in  this  contention  none  would  lose  territory,  or  honor,  or 
blood,  but  all  would  gain  strength."     (Idem.) 

JONATHAN  KNIGHT,  M.  D.,  Conn.,  President. 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS,  M.  D.,  N.  York,l 

GEORGE  B.  WOOD,  M.  D.,  Pa.  f  VtcePre. 

A.  H.  BUCHANAN,  M.  D.  Tenn.  f  ndetUs. 

JOHN  HARRISON,  M.  D.,  La.  J 

RICHARD  D.  ARNOLD,  M.  D.  Ga.  } 

AEFRED  STILE,  M.  D.,  Pa.  }  Secretaries. 

F.  CAMPBELL  STEWART,  M.  D.,  N.  York, ) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Burritt  and  Avery  composed  said  committee. 

Mr.  Brett,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  made  the  following  re* 
port: 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Asa  B.  Clark,  with  the  papers  accompanying  the  same,  have  instruct* 
ed  me  to  REPORT : 

That  they  have  duly  considered  the  claim  preferred,  and  deem  it 
highly  meritorious,  and  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill  here- 
with submitted.  JOHN  BRETT,  Chairman. 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  therein 
reported,  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row, 

Mr.  Burritt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  who  were  **  instructed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the  election 
of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,' 
approved  January  6,  1847,  so  as  to  have  the  said  law  conform  to  the 
law  of  the  United  States  entitled,  *  An  act  to  establish  a  uniform  time 
for  holding  elections  for  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  in 
all  the  States  of  the  Union,'  approved  January  23,  1845,"  have  in- 
structed me  to  report  the  accompanying  bill,  and  to  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  therein. 

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  therein 
reported,  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Burritt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 
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The  Committee  on  the  Judiciarj,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled,  '*  An  act  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  negroes  into  this 
State  ibr  hire  belonging  to  nom-residents,"  report : 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  aslc  leave 
to  return  the  said  bill,  and  to  be  discharged  From  its  further  consider* 
atioQ ;  and  they  ask  the  concnrrence  of  the  Senate  therein. 

8.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  the  said  bill  placed 
among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Burritt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  fol* 
lowing  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled,  "  An  act  to  give  to  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of 
this  State  the  power  to  impose  fines  and  forfeitures  in  criminal  cases," 
have  instiucted  me  to  REPORT : 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  that  they 
approve  of  the  objects  of  the  said  bill,  and  to  ask  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate  therein. 

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  said  bill  placed  among 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  act  so  to  amend  the  Constitu« 
tion  of  this  State  as  to  make  the  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly 
biennial  instead  of  annual ; 

Was,  on  mo  ion,  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  a  committee  was  appointed,  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  House,  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  se«reral  bills  to  al^ 
ter  and  amend  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  passed  by  the  respec- 
tive bodies ;  said  committee  consisting  of  Messrs*  Fairbanks,  Burritt 
and  Sanderson. 

Hoose  engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution 
of  this  State  as  te  extend  to  all'  free  white  male  inhabitants,  being 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have  resided  within  this  State 
one  year,  the  elective  franchise  ; 

Was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  give  to  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  this  State  the  power  to  impose  fines  and  forfeitures  in  crim^ 
inal  cases ; 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Tracey  in  the  Chair.  AAer 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman, 
reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amendments,  and  asked 
leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Lorrimer,  said  bill  as  amended  was  laid  upoa 
<he  table. 

Mr.  Lor^rimer  maved  that  75  copies  of  said  bill,  as  amended,  be 
printed  ^ 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  Ne- 
groes into  this  State  far  hire,  belonging  to  non-residents. 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the  Senate 
resolyed  itself  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Burritt  in 
the  chair.  After  some  time  spent  therein  the  Committee  rose,  and 
by  their  Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amend- 
inents,  and  asked  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  ^rther  considera- 
tion thereof; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  the  amendments  adopted,  and 
said  bill  as  amended  ordered  to  be  engrossed  ior  a  third  reading  on 
to*morrow. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House : 

House  of  Representatives,  Dec.  3,  1847. 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — The  communication  from  the  Senate  stating  that  it  would 
go  into  the  election  of  Comptroller  and  Treasurer  on  to-morrow,  at 
12  o'clock,  was  received  by  the  House  and  amended  by  striking  out 
*'  to-morrow,"  and  inserting  "  Thursday  next." 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep* 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  the  amend- 
dnent  of  the  House  was  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  be  allow- 
ed to  move  that  325  copies  of  the  Reports  of  Commissioners  relative 
to  the  establishment  of  a  complete  Educational  System,  be  ^rnished 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  by  the  Messenger  of  the  Senate. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Also,  Mr.  Sanderson  moved  {in  pursuance  of  the  18th  Joint  Rale,) 
that  the  order  of  the  Senate  requiring  that  500  copies  of  the  Report 
of  the  Register  of  Public  Lands  to  be  printed,  made  on  a  previous  day, 
be  rescinded. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Oovernor : 

Executive  Department,  > 
December  4,  1847.      J 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate : 

In  reply  to  your  call  for  information  as  to  the  action  had  upon  a 
request  contained  in  a  preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  Seminary 
Lands,  approved  December  21, 1846,  extending  resolution  approved 
December  20,  1845,  on  the  same  subject,  I  have  to  state  that  the  res- 
olution of  1845,  and  the  preamble  and  resolution  of  1846,  were  for- 
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warded  to  our  Si&natora  and  RepreientatiTe  in  Congreis,  and  that  I 
iare  nt>t  been  adviaed  by  them  of  any  action  on  the  subject. 

Very  reBpectfulIy, 

W,  D.  MOSELEY. 
On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  ro-morrow  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  December  7,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  a^oumment. 

Rev,  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

Mr.  Brett  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  some  futm'e  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  organize  the  county  of 
Holmes. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice^  Mr.  Sanderson  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  An  Act  in  relation  to  roads  in  Columbia  county ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  act  with 
a  similar  Conunittee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  examine  the  of 
fice  of  Register  of  Public  Lands. 

Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Avery  and  Sanderson,  were  appointed  said 
Committee. 

Mr.  Lorrimer  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens,  praying 
the  rec^^ition  by  the  General  Assembly  of  certain  debts  incurred 
by  the  "ftrritory  of  Florida ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lorrimer,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims 
and  Accounts. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  organize 
Courts  of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  bad  the  said  bill  under  consideration ;  that  they 
are  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  with  the  accompanying  amend- 
nient  to  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Se- 
nate therein.  S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  Report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  the  amend- 
ment adopted. 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication 
of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  2d  instant,  asking  from< 
the  Senate  authority  to  employ  such  aid  as  might  be  found  necessary 
lo  meet  the  demands  of  the  General  Assembly,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  madr 
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such  examination  touching  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  communis 
cation,  as  to  the  Committee  seemed  meet  and  proper ;  and  respect- 
fully  recommend  to  the  Senate  to  grant  authority  to  the  Comptroller 

as  therein  requested,  . 

a  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 
Which  Report  was  received  and  concurred  in, 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  prevent  the  introductkm  of  negroes 
into  the  county  of  Franklin  for  hire,  belonging  to  non. residents — 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  ''shall  the  bill  pass?'' 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Cos* 
ten,  Floyd,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey, 
Walts— 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Fairbanks  and  Priest — 2. 

So  the  bill  passed-^title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  *'  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  election  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  approved  January  6,  1847"'— 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  (or  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asa  B.  Clark,  assignee 
of  Thomas  M.  White- 
Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  ''  An  act  to 
organize  Courts  of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida" — 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  that  the  Rule  be  waived  that  he  might  be  allow* 
ed  to  make  a  motion. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

The  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read : 
House  of  RE:^BESEifTATiyES,  Dec.  6,  1847. 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — The  House  has  this  day  passed  a  bill  entitled,  <<  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,"  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

Also  a  bill  entitled,  "  An  act  to  define  the  Western  boundary  of 
Jackson  county,  and  to  repeal  an  act  therein  named." 

Very  Respectfully, 
W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 

The  House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
election  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States— 
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Was  read  the  first  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  laid  upon 
the  table. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  define  the  Western  boundary  of  Jack, 
son  county,  and  to  repeal  an  act  therein  named — 

Was  read  the  first  tine. 

Mr.  Tabor  moved  that  said  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  December  8,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read 
and  approved. 

On  moflon  of  Mr.  Burritt,  House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States, 

Was  taken  from  the  table,  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracey,  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  give  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State  the  power  to  impose  fines 
and  forfeitures  in  criminal  cases. 

Was  taken  from  the  table,  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  certain  officers  and  members 
of  the  First  Regiment  of  Florida  Cavalry,  praying  the  repeal  of  a 
certain  act  therein  named  ; 

Which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Militia. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  and  read  : 

House  of  Repsesbntativbs,  Dec.  7th,  1847. 
Hon.  Prendent  of  the  Senate : 

Snt — Messrs.  AJdrichy  W.  M.  Maxwell  and  Collins,  have  been 
this  day  appointed  a  Joint  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to 
nnite  with  a  similar  Committee  from  the  Senate,  in  the  examination 
cf  the  ofiice  of  the  Register  of  Public  Lands. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives. 
Also  the  following : 

House  of  REPSEssNTATrvEs,  Dec  6th,  1847. 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sis  : — Messrs.  Hagner,  Chain  and  Forward,  have  been  appointed 
a  Joint  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  act  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  for  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  several 
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bills  to  alter  and  amend  the  ConBtitution.  of  this  State,  passed  by  tBer 
respective  bodies^ 

Very  RespectfiiUy, 

W,  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Repi 
Also  the  following  r 

Hoi  Rep;  Dec.  6th,  1847^ 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senate  r 

Sir— The  House  has  this  day  ordered  to  be  printed,  for  the  use  of 
the  General  Assembly,  75  copies  of  a  bill  entitled,  An  Act  in  addition- 
to  several  acts  concerning  Wills,  Letters  Testamentary,  Letters  of 
Administration,  and  the  duties  of  Executors,  Administrators  and 
Guardians.  Very  respectfiiUy, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives; 
Also  the  following  t 

HoTTSB  OF  Rbpuesentatives,  Doc.  6tb,  1847. 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir — ^The  House  has  this  day  ordered  to  be  printed,  for  the  use  of 
the  General  Assembly,  75  copies  of  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  for 
the  relief  of  the  Settlers  on  Forbes'  Purchase  in  Gadsden  county. 

Also  7t5  copies  of  a  bill  entitled.  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  to 
•rganiie  Coufts*  of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
CHerk  House  of  Representatives* 
Also  the  following  r 

House  of  Reprbbbntativss,  Dec.  8th,  1846. 
Han.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — It  was  this  day  resolved  by  the  House,  That  the  Select 
Committee,  having  in  charge  the  question  of  the  Northern  boundary 
of  the  State,,  be  instructed  to  act  jointly  with  such  Committee  of  the 
Senate  as  may  have  the  same  subject  in  charge,  and  that  the  Se- 
nate be  requested  to  take  such  actH>n  in  the  matter,  as  to  manifest 
iheir  concurrence  in  the  objects  of  this  resolution. 

The  Committee  of  the  House  consists  of  Messrs.  A.  E.  Maxwelly 
Hagner,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Chain,  Blackburn,  King» 
Very  Respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved*  that  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Commonwealth  be  instructed  to  act  with  the  Committee  appointed 
Yy  the  House ; 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  Mr.  Floyd  was  added  to  the  Comv 
mittee  on  the  State  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  act  with  said  ConHuit^ 
tee  in  said  matter*^ 
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Mr*  Fairbanks,  from  a  Select  Committee,  made  the  following  re- 
port:— 
The  select  committee  appointed  bj  the  Senate  upon  the  Istinst.,  to 

report  upon  the  operation  of  the  present  Revenue  Law,  and  whether 

the  same  conforms  to  the  proTisions  of  the  Constitution  requiring 

an  equal  and  uniform  mode  of  taxation — 
REPORT: 

That  they  have  ecamined  the  subject  with  much  care  and  atten- 
tion,  and  from  the  examination  «o  made  by  them  tbey  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  present  Revenue  Law  of  this  State  does  not 
conform  te  the  cemstkutional  provision  requiring  aa  equal  and  uniform 
mode  of  taxation. 

It  is  to  be  presumed,  as  a  matter  ofcoiirse,  that  the  meaning  of  the 
terms  '*  uniform  and  equal"  as  used  in  the  constitution,  are  intended 
to  prescribe  not  onty  that  all  classes  of  persons  should  be  equally 
taxed,  but  that  the  citizens  of  the  State  individually  should  bear  their 
equal  and  just  proportion  of  taxation. 

By  aa  examination  of  the  tabular  statement  hereto*annexed,  (mark* 
ed  A.)  it  will  be  seen  that  the  owners  of  improved  and  unimproved 
town  property  pay  a  tax  of  20  cts.  per  $100  upon  the  assessed  valua. 
tion  of  their  real  estate,  while  the  owners  of  lands  not  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  a  town,  pay  a  specific  amount  per  acre,  without 
discriminating  as  to  the  value  given  by  improvemenU,  buildings,  ^., 
and  without  distinguishing  between  clearetd  land  and  wild  lands ;  that 
while  the  local  situation  of  one -tract  of  first  rate  knd  near  a  large 
town,  or  upon  navigable  waters,  tnay  give  it  a  ^rery  hieh  value,  the  in* 
accessible  situation  of  others  render  them{although  of  first  rate  quali- 
ty)  almost  valueless,  from  their  inaccessibility  or  distance  from  a 
market,  and  other  depreciating  circumstances.  That  there  is  cense- 
qaently  a  very  great  d^erenco  in  the  amount  ^f  taxes  paid  by  indi- 
viduals upon  the  leal  valuation  of  their  property — an  estate  worth 
t20,000  firequently  paying  no  more  tax  than  one  worth  ^2,000. 
That  again,  the  relative  difference  of  taxation  upon  Ist,  2d,  and  3d 
rate  lands  is  not  in  accordance  with  their  true  relative  valuation,  that 
while  first  rate  lands  are  taxed  upon  a  valuation  of  but  95  per  acre, 
including  the  value  conferred  by  buildings,  dec,  second  rate  lands  are 
valued  but  #1.25  less,  and  third  rate  lands  are  valued  at  the  very 
high  valuation  of  81.87  per  acre — a  thousand  acres  of  the  best  plan- 
tation thus  paying  but  #6.25  more  than  1000  acres  of  the  poorest 
sand  hills  m  the  State* 

That  the  present  taxation  upon  gold  watches  places  a  valuation  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  upon  every  gold  watch,  and  upon  silver 
watches  a  valuation  of  sixty-two  dollars  and  half  each — a  manifest 
over  valuation — rating  a  gold  watch  at  the  value  of  a  slave. 

That  by  the  present  Revenue  Law  an  average  value  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  each  is  placed  upon  all  slaves,  without  distinction  of 
age.  That  such  a  mode  of  valuation  is  unjust  as  between  individu* 
als— that  while  the  one  may  own  a  slave  worth  one  thousand  dollac^ 
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his  neighbor  may  have  one  not  worth  fifty,  and  yet  they  are  called 
upon  fbf  the  same  tax.  That  this  species  of  property  in  this  State 
is,  and  will  probably  continue  to  be,  owned  in  small  numbers  by 
difierent  owners ;  and  that  no  fair  average  can  be  consequently  made 
which  will  give  a  fair  distribution  of  taxation,  if  made  in  this  man- 
ner. 

Your  committee  further  observe  that  the  present  revenue  act  omits 
large  and  valuable  species  of  property ;  among  which  we  would  no- 
tice that  money  is  not  taxed,  unless  at  interest ;  horses,  mules,  dec, 
constituting  a  very  large  portion  of  the  jproperty  of  the  country,  are 
not  taxed  ;  furniture  and  plate  pay  no  tax  ;  manufactories^  other  than 
saw  mills,  are  left  out ;  and  the  capital  invested  in  improvements,  (and 
which  must  be  as  large  an  item  as  land,)  are  entirely  exempt ,  ship- 
ping is  exempt,  dec. 

We  would  call  attention  to  the  tabular  statements  herewith  re- 
ported,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  present  valuation  of  the 
property  now  taxed  amounts  to  above  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  now 
paying,  exclusive  of  specific  taxes,  20  cts.  per  8100.  Your  com- 
mittee believe  by  adding  to  the  articles  already  estimated,  according 
to  the  present  system,  lands  and  slaves,  drc,  a  more  perfect  revenue 
system  would  come  into  operation,  and  that  with  the  addition  of  the 
species  of  property  now  omitted,  a  tax  of  20  or  25  cents  per  $100, 
upon  the  valuation,  would  furnish  a  fund  equal  to  the  expenses  of  our 
Government,  without  increasing  the  burden  upon  the  tax  payers ;  that 
each  would  pay  according  to  his  ability,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  requiring  an  equal  and  uniform  mode  of  taxation,  would 
be  complied  with.  A  course  so  reasonable  and  just  could  not  but 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  all. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  present  mode  of  assess- 
ment upon  lands,  your  committee  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
above  dOO^OOO  acres  of  land  returned  last  year  as  second  rate,  has 
been  this  year  as  third  rate — making  a  difference  of  above  81100,  the 
present  year,  from  that  single  item.  And  it  is  within  the  knowledge  of 
all  that  the  returns  of  this  character  hare  no  uniformity — some  lands 
worth  810  per  acre  being  returned  as  third  rate,  while  others  of  less 
than  half  that  value  are  returned  as  first  rate. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  an  equal  and  uniform  mode  of  taxation,  is 
herewith  returned. 

G.  R.  FAIRBANKS, 
JOHN  M.  SMITH, 
E.  D,  TRACEY, 
S.  L.  BURRITT. 
Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  accom- 
panying the  same  read  by  its  title,  and  75  copies  of  said  bill,  and  the 
documents  accompanying  the  same,  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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The  following  message  from  the  House  was  also  received  and 
read: — 

House  op  Repbeseih^atives,  Dec.  6th,  1847. 
Ben.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sib  : — The  Gbuse  has  this  daj  concurred  in  the  amendment  pro- 
posed  bj  the  Senate,  relative  to  the  Preamble  and  Resolutions  for  a 
Mail  Route  from  Jasper  to  Centreville,  Ga. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  House  Representatives. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  organize  Courts  of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida, 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  motion  laid  upon  the  table. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Asa  fi.  Clark,  As- 
signee of  Thomas  M.  White, 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  pass  ? 
she  yeas  and  nays  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Floyd, 
Lorrimer,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Watts 
—14. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  the  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
provide  for  the  election  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  approved  January  6, 1847, 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  Shall  the  Bill  pass  ? 
theyeas  and  nays  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Fair- 
banks, Floyd,  Lorrimer,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor, 
Tracey,  Watts— 16. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  give  to  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  this  State  the  power  to  impose  fines  and  forfeitures  in 
Criminal  Cases, 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  *'  forfeitures"  in  the 
enacting  clause,  and  insert'*  penalties ;" 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  E- 
lection  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States, 

Was  read  the  first  time ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a 
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Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mn  Floyd  in  the  Chain  Af. 
ter  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chair- 
man reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and 
asked  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  said  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  in  relation  to  roads  in  Columbia 
county. 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  define  tho  Western  boundary  of 
Jackson  county,  and  to  repeal  an  act  therein  named. 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brett,  laid  upon  the 
table  until  to-morrow. 

Resolution  in  relation  to  Major  Wm.  W.  Loring  and  Lieut.  M. 
C.  Marin,  as  ameneed  by  the  House,  was  read,  and  the  amendment 
of  the  House  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  December  9, 1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read 
and  approved. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  and  read: 

ExECunvE  Dbpabtment,  \ 
December  8,  1847. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate : 

In  reply  lo  your  call  for  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  North* 
ern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Florida,  I  have  to  state,  that  the  whole 
correspondence  on  that  subject  has  been  transmitted  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  a  prior  call. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 
Also,  the  following : 

Executive  Depabtmert,  i 
December  0,  1847. 
GenOemen  of  the  Senate 

and  of  i?ie  House  of  Representatwes : 
The  taxes  assessed  in  the  county  of  Leon  upon  the  capital  stock  of 
the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  and  which  annxinC 
to  a  considerable  item,  have  not  been  paid ;  and,  as  I  am  advised,  the 
kws  of  this  State  a^rd  no  remedies  to  the  State  sufficient  to  coerce 
the  payment  of  the  same.  The  Board  of  County  Commissioners  has 
already  determined  the  amount  of  the  assessment  againt  this  Institu. 
Ixon,  under  the  existing  Revenue  Laws,  as  will  appear  by  a  certified 
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copy  of  the  decision  submitted  herewith.  It  is  manifest  that  some 
sufficient  remedy  for  the  collection  of  this  and  lilie  assessments,  should 
be  provided  by  the  General  Assembly. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Fairbanks,  referred,  with  the  accompanying 
docoments,  to  the  committee  on  corporations. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  that  the  Register  ef  the  Land  Office  be  re> 
quested  to  report  to  the  Senate,  whether  the  ^  eight  sections  granted 
by  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  Seat  of  Government  of  thie 
State,"  can  be  located  in  conformity  to  the  construction  placed  upon 
the  act  of  Congress  making  such  grant,  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  at  oi^  near  the  centre  of  t)ii8  State. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Fairbanks  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled.  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  County  Com* 
missioners. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  gave  notice  that  he  would  at  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  encourage  and  facilitate  Internal  Improve- 
ments and  to  authorize  and  regulate  partnerships  for  that  purpose. 
.  Also,  a  bill  to  prescribe  the  Tees  of  the  Attorney  General  in  certam 


Mr.  Avery,  from  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges,  pre* 
sented  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  reports  of  Commissioners,  relative  to  the  establishment  of  an 
Educational  System,  and  who  were  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill 
providing  for  the  establishment  of  a  System  of  Common  Schools,  ask 
leave  to 

REPORT 

the  accompanying  bill.  It  will  be  seen,  upon  examination,  that  al- 
though  the  system  proposed  contemplates  the  establishment  of  a 
School  Fund  by  the  State,  it  may  yet  be  supported  without  State  aid. 

Tour  Committee  cannot  refrain  from  here  expressing  their  re-^ 
gret,  that  notwithstanding  our  members  of  Congress  have  been  re- 
peatedly requested  by  the  General  Assembly  to  endeavor  to  have 
such  laws  passed,  as  would  enable  the  State  to  make  the  Common 
School  Fund  available,  no  attention  has  been  paid,  (so  far  as  your 
Committee  can  ascertain,)  to  those  requests. 

As  the  proposed  system  will,  until  a  State  Fund  is  created,  depend 
wholly  for  its  support  upon  the  people  themselves,  your  Committee 
recommend  that  its  adoption  be  lefl  optional  with  the  different 
counties. 

For  the  information  of  those  who  have  not  the  time  or  inclination 
to  examine  a  bill  of  the  great  length  of  the  one  before  us,  your  Com- 
mittee will  state  that  it  provides  :«- 
1st.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  ex-offido  Superintendent  of 

Schools  for  the  State. 
3d.  A  County  Superintendent  shall  be  elected  in  each  County. 
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3cl«  County  Superintendent!  to  diride  the  counties  into  suitable 
School  Districts,  and  have  over  them  a  general  superintend 
dence. 
4th«  Three  Trustees  to  be  elected  in  each  District,  to  have  chaise  of 

the  affairs  of  their  several  Districts. 
5th.  When  the  State  has  a  fund  to  distribute,  each  county  to  raise 
within  itself  an  amount  equal  to  the  sum  received  from  the 
State. 
6th.  Until  the  State  has  a  fund  to  distribute,  the  County  Commis- 
sioners may  levy  a  tax  sufficient  to  pay  the  teachers. 
7th.  Should  they  fail  to  do  so,  the  Trustees  of  the  School  Districts 
may  collect  the  wages  of  teachers  from  the  parents  or  guar, 
dians  of  pupils. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

0.  M.  AVERY,  Chairman, 
J.  P.  SANDERSON, 
JOHN  M.  SMITH, 
JAS;  H.  T.  LORRIMER. 

Having  presented  a  Report  to  the  Legislature  upon  this  subject,  I 
have  declined  acting  with  the  Committee  in  framing  the  bill  which 
is  now  presented,  but  concur  with  the  Committee  in  the  report  pre- 
sented, which,  I  observe,  proceeds  upon  the  same  basis  as  the  sys- 
tem proposed  by  me.  G.  R.  FAIRBANKS. 

Which  Report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  bill  accompanying  said  Report  was  read  by  its  title, 
and  75  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Tracey,  from  the  committee  on  Militia,  made  the  following 
report : 

The  committee  on  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  ^  to 
abolish  the  pay  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  of  this  State," 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to  submit  the 
following 

REPORT: 

That  they  believe  it  improper  and  unjust  to  impose  the  arduous  and 
expensive  duties  which  now  devolve  upon  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General,  without  rendering  compensation.  And  they  are  confirmed 
in  this  opinion  by  reference  to  Article  Ist,  Section  14th,  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State,  which  declares  that  private  property  shall  not 
be  taken  or  applied  to  public  use,  unless  just  compensation  be  ren- 
dered therefor. 

They  have  therefore  considered  it  but  fair  and  proper  to  abolish  a 
portion  of  the  duties  of  said  office,  believing  the  duties  may  be  dis- 
charged by  the  Brigade  Inspectors,  without  detriment  to  the  State, 
and  without  expense.  They  therefore  report  the  bill  with  amend- 
ments, and  respectfully  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate* 

E.  D.  TRACEY,  Chairman. 

Which  Report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 
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ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  act  in  relation  to  roads  in  Colninbiif 
66untj — 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  *'  Shall  the  bill  pass  V* 
the  yeas  and  nays  were — 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Cos- 
ten,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Sniitb, 
tabor,  Tracey,  Watts^ie*. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  give  to  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  this  State  the  power  to  impose  fines  and  penalties  in  crim 
inal  cases — 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  <*  Shall  the  bill  pass?' 
the  yeas  and  nays  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Fairbanks,  McMillan,  Moseley, 
Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tracey,  Watts — 10. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Austin,  Brett,  Costen^  Floyd,  Ta« 
bor— 6. 

So  the  bill  pasted—- title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  Certified  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Lorrimer  asked  leave  to  record  his  vote  on  said  bill. 

Which  was  denied. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  define  the  Western  boundary 
6f  Jackson  county,  and  to  repeal  an  act  therein  named — 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Brett  moved  the  following  amendments,  viz : 

Strike  out  **  Western,"  in  the  fourth  line,  and  insert  "  Southern.'* 

Strike  out  all  aAer  the  ^ord  "  the,"  in  the  5th  hne  to  the  word  '*  par- 
alleP  in  8th  line,  and  insert  *'  Apalachicola  ri^er,  at  the  North  ^ide  of 
Ochesee,  thence  on  the  Southern  side  of  the  old  Federal  toad  to  Wat- 
ton's  ferry  across  the  Chipola  river." 

Strike  out  "  North,"  in  8th  line,  and  insert  "  West." 

Which  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Tabor  moved  to  insert  after  the  words  ^  Chipola  river,"  oc- 
curring in  the  bill  as  amended,  'Whence  West  to  a  point  e^t  distance 
in  range  twelve,  thence  North  to  the  line  that  divides  townships  four 
^d  five,  thence  due  West  to  the  Choctahatchee  river." 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tabor,  said  bill  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee — said  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Tabor,  Brett,  Fair^ 
bankff  and  Avery. 

A  Committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House 
was  ready  to  go  into  the  Election  of  Comptroller  and  Treasurer  for 
the  State; 

Whereupon  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  House  of  Representa^ 
tives,  and  the  General  Assembly  proceeded,  by  joint  ballot,  in  saia 
elections. 
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By  the  invitation  of  the  Speaker  ef  the  Hbuie,  the  Pretulent  of^ 
the  Senate  took  the  Chair. 

The  President  haying  announced  to  the  General  Assembly  that 
nominations  were  now  in  order  for  Comptroller, 

Mr.  Fairbanks  nominated  Nathaniel  P.  Benns. 

Mr.  Wm.  M.  Maxwell  nominated  Sknon  Towle. 

The  vote  was  as  follows  ^ 

For  Towle — Mr.  President,  Mes8r».  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Bur- 
ritt,  Floyd,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Sanderson,  Tracy,  Watts,  Mr.^ 
Speaker,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  B^n,  Chain,  Collins,  Crawford, 
Forward,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham, 
Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross, 
Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Taylor,  Tanner,  Waterson — 36. 

For  Bemis — Messrs.  Costen,  Fairbanks,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor, 
Aldrich,  Allison,  Burnhamj  Cook,  Hancock,  Hobait,  King,  Mitchell, 
of  Jackson,  Mitchell,  of  Monroe — IC 

So  Mr.  Towle  was  declared  duly  elected. 

For  Treasurer  Mr.  Floyd  nominated  Benjamin  Byrd. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell  nominated  William  R.  Hayward. 

The  vote  was  as  follows : 

For  Hayward— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett, 
Burritt,  McMillan,  Sanderson,  Tracey,  Watts,  Mr.  Speaker,  Ban- 
nerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,- 
Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison, 
Overstreet,  Quigles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Tanner,  Waterson — 30. 

For  Byrd — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanhs,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest, 
Smith,  Tabor,  Aldrich,  Allison,  Blackburn,  Burnham,  Cook.  For- 
ward, Garrason,  Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  Mitchell,  of  Jackson,. 
Mitchell,  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Taylor — 21. 

So  Mr.  Hayward  was  declared  duly  elected  Treasurer. 

The  Senate  having  returned  to  their  Chamber, 

On  motion  they  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  December  10, 1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  proceedings  ef  yesterday  were  read 
and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr. 
McMillan,  Senator  from  the  2d  District,  until  Monday  next. 

Pnsuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Fairbanks  introduced  a  bill  to  en- 
courage and  facilitate  Internal  Improvements,  and  to  authorize  and 
regulate  proceedings  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  read  by  its  title  and  75  copies  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Brett  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
tilled,  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Holmes. 
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*Wluch  was  read  Uia  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on 
tto-norrow. 

Mr.  Brett  offered  the  foUowlng : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  mnd  House  of  Representatives  in  Genend 
JLssetMy  comjened,  That  they  will  adjourn  sine  die  on  the  22d  inst. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  on 

lO-UKNTrOW. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  fitun  die  <:Qmmittee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported. 
Resolution  in  relation  to  Miyer  Wm.  W.  Loring  and  Lieut.  M.  C. 
Mavin,  as  correctlj  enrolled. 

Mr.  Brett,  firom  the  committee  on  Claims,  presented  the  following 
report: 

The  Committee  on  Olaims  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
sundry  citisens,  prayiag  the  recegnition  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
certain  debts  incurred  by  the  Temkory  of  Florida, have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  instruct  me  to-* 

REPORT: 

That  the  petition  sets  forth  only  the  fact  that  the  petitioners  hold 
the  scrip  of  the  late  Territory  issued -for  debts  incurred  under  the  laws 
of  said  Territory,  and  that  no  part  thereof  has  been  paid.  The  amount 
^f  the  indebtedness  is  not  stated,  nor  have  the  petitioners  furnished 
the  committee  with  the  vouchers  to  sustain  their  ^claim,  or  with  evi- 
dence  by  which  its  character  may  be  ascertained,  ft  is  but  an  act 
of  prudence  on  ihe  part  of  States,  as  well  as  of  individuals,  to  scru- 
tenize  well,  the  demands  which  may  be  made  upon  their  purses. 
Such  scrutiny  is  particularly  demanded  of  us  in  regard  to  applications 
of  this  character,  when  it  is  recollected  that  by  far  the  larger  portion, 
if  not  the  entire  debt  of  the  late  Territory,  was  for  objects  properly 
•chargeable  to  the  United  States.  In  the  absence  of  all  proof,  this 
committee  does  not  conceive  that  the  Territorial  certificates  preclude 
inquiry  into  the  character  of  the  claims  in  their  original  shape,  the 
committee  cannot  say  whether  or  not  these  claims  belong  to  that 
<clas8.  Nor  can  they  recommend  to  the  Senate  any  action  on  the 
subject  further  than  to  relieve  the -committee  from  its  consideration. 

JOHN  BRETT,  Chairman, 

Which  Report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Burritt,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  presented  the  following 
report: 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  en- 
<itied,  '^  An  act  more  particularly  to  define  mortgage  Itens,'^  have  in. 
^tructed  me  to— 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  (he  same  under  consideration,  and  are  in  fiivor 
«f  the  passage  of  the  said  bill  as  herewith  amended,  and  to  ask  the 
•concurrence  of  the  Senate  herein. 

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  Report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Register  of  Public  Lands 
«was  received  and^ad: 
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Office  of  Rsoistbr  of  Pcbitc  Lakds,  > 
Tallahassee,  Dec.  9th,  1847.      ^ 
Sir  : — ^I  have  received  a  copj  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Scj 
|iate  to-day,  as  follows,  viz  : 

*'  That  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  be  requested  to  report  to 
the  Senate  whether  the  eight  sections  granted  by  Congress  for  the 
purpose  of  fixing  the  seat  of  Government  of  this  State,  can  be  located 
in  conformity  to  the  construction  plaoed  upon  the  act  of  Congress 
making  such  grant,  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, at  or  near  the  centre  of  this  State." 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  eight  sections  of  good  land,  in  one 
body,  cannot  be  located  within  one  hundred  miles  of  the  centre  of 
the  State,  assuming  such  centre  to  be  East  of  Apalachicola  river,  and 
West  of  Range  15  East.  But  that  there  are  many  places  between 
the  lines  I  have  designated,  where  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
locating  eight  sections  of  worthless  land  in  one  body. 

Without  knowledge  of  where  the  inue  centre  of  the  St^te  lies,  I 
.cannot  give  a  more  precise  answer. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BEARD, 
Register  of  Public  Lands, 
f  0  the  Hon.  D.  G.  M'Lean, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  in  relation 
(0  County  Commissioners, 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  adding  the  following  : 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  deliver  to 
the  foreman  of  the  Grand  Jury  a  copy  of  said  statement,  at  the  first 
session  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  said  county  next  ensuing  the  time  spe- 
cified for  making  eut  said  statement,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
Grand  Jury  to  examine  into  the  correctness  of  said  9tatement,  and 
]report  thereon  to  the  Judge  presiding  at  said  Court. 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  amendment  adopted. 

Ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  eiititled.  An  Act  more  partlculzirly  to  define  mortgage 
}iens, 
•      Was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Burritt  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their 
Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  asked  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considen^tion 
thereof; 

Which  report  was  received. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


61 

On  the  question  of  conccmriog  in  the  report  of  the  Committee,  the 
yeas  and  nap  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Sanderson  and  Floyd,  and 
^ere: 

Ybas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin, 
Fairbanks,  Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor,  Walker — 12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brett,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Sanderson,  Tracey,  Watts 

So  the  report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  lay  said  bill  upon  the  table  ; 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Floyd  ofiered  t)ie  following  amei^dmept ; 

Sec.  3.  Be  U  further  enacted^  That  all  and  every  person  or  pej?# 
sons  whatsoever,  now  in  possession  of  any  personal  property,  ac^ 
quired  by  deed,  gift,  purchase,  bill  of  sale,  or  other  conveyance  what- 
soever, of  a  lawful  or  valuable  consideration,  do  possess,  hold  and 
claim  the  same  as  of  his,  her,  or  their  own  right,  in  absolute  proper^ 
ty,  and  the  person  or  persons  so  in  possession,  or  the  person  or  per- 
sons under  whom  they  claim,  have  severally  or  successively  togeth- 
er, been  quietly  possessed  of  the  same,  under  any  of  the  titles,  wayp 
or  means  aforesaid,  and  without  interruption  by  suit  or  action  at  law 
actually  commenced,  enjoyed  the  said  property  for  the  space  of  fiv^ 
years,  that  then  such  person  or  persons  so  in  possession  as  aforesaid, 
shall  have  good  right  and  title  to  the  same  in  absolute  property^ 
against  all  and  every  person ^nd persons  whatsoever:  Provided^ 
That  infants  and  n^arried  women  sp^ll  h^ve  the  space  of  five  years, 
afier  their  several  disabilities  are  removed,  within  which  to  reducfi 
to  possession  any  property  in  which  ther  were  severally  interested  or 
entitled  during  infancy  or  coverture. 

Bijr.  Avery  naoved  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the  word  "women" 
ip  9th  line,  the  words  "  and  persons  non  compos  mentis," 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion^  said  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  following  communication  was  transmitted  to  His  Eicellency 
the  Governor : 

Senate  Chambeb,  Dec.  10, 1647. 
To  His  Excellency  W.  D.  Moselev, 

Governor  of  Florida ; 

Sis — The  following  resolution  passed  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  Florida,  and  signed  by  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two  Houses,  j^ 
sent  for  your  consideration  : 

Resolution  in  relation  to  Majpr  Wip.  W.  Loring  and  Lieut^  M, 
C.  Marin. 

By  order  of  the  Senate,  C.  W.  DOWNING, 

Secretary  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  abolish  the  pay  of  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General  of  this  State, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thinj 
Reading  on  to-morrow 

On  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock. 


Digiti 


ized^y  Google 


62 

^  o'clock,  p.  k. 

The  Senate  proceeded  with  the  orders  of  the  day. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  regulate  the  pilotage  of  the  Rlrer 
St.  Johns^ 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to* 
morrow. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  more  fully  define  the  rates  of  and 
duty  of  Pilots  for  the  port  of  Cedar  Keys — 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  fAcilitate  the  draining  of  the  Twelve 
Mile  Swamp,  in  the  county  of  St.  Johns — 

Was,  on  motioii,  read  by  its  title  and  ordered  for  a«econd  reading 
on  to-morrow. 

House  Preamble  and  Resolutions  relative  to  the  expenses  of  the 
Florida  Volunteers  previous  to  being  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service — 

Were  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

House  Preamble  and  Resolution  relative  to  'pre-emption  rights  in 
this  State — 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Memorial  and  Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Florida  to  the  President,  Post  Master  General,  and  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  a  Mail  Route  therein  mentioned. 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

House  Preamble  and  Resolutions  in  relation  to  certain  sections  of 
Sand  granted  by  the  U.  S.  to  Florida  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  her 
.Seat  of  Government — 

Were  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  adjourn  until  Monday  next  at  10  o'clock. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Sanderson, 
and  Floyd,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Burritt,  Costen,  Floyd,  Smith-— 4. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Lorrimer, 
Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Walker — 11. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adjourn. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


Satubday,  December  11,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 
^  A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  a- 
mended  afld  approved. 
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Ponuant  to  previous  notice,  Mn  McLean  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  the  12th  clause  of  the  5tb  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  this  State,  so  that  the  judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  a  term  of  six  years,  instead  of  during  gooil 
behavior ; 

Which  was  read  the  fint  time,  and  ordered  fi>r  »  second  reading 
on  to-morrow.* 

Mr.  Lorrimer  asked  feave  to* spread' on  the  Journal  his  reasons  for 
being  absent  from  the  Senate  during  the  eleetion  of  Comptroller  and" 
Treasurer  on  Thursday  last. 

Messrs.  Floyd  and  Lorrimer  demanded  a  csll  of  the  Senate. 

Whereupon  the  Senate  was  called,  and  there  were  present : 

Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burrit,  Costin,  Fair* 
banks,  Floyd,  Lorrimer,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor, 
Tracey,  Walker,  Wattsv 

On  the  qtiestion  to  permii.  Mr.  Lorrimer  to*  spread  his  reasons  on 
the  Journal,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  an^ 
Fairbanks,  and  were  ^ 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Britt,  Biirritt;  Cos- 
tin,  Lorrimer,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Walker,  Watts— 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest,  Tabor,  Tracey 

So  Mr.  Lorrimer  was  permitted  to  spread  upon  the  Journal  the 
ibliowing : 

Mr.  Lorrimer  asks  lieave  to  have  recorded  on  the  Journals,  the' 
reasons  which  caused  his  absence  from  the  Senate  on  Thursday, 
when  the  election  took  place  for  Comptroller  and  Treasurer,  which 
was  as  follows:— 'That  he  informed  the  Sergeant-at.Arms  and  Mes- 
senger of  the  Senate,  of  his  intended  absence  for  a  short  time,  to  see 
a  relative  about  to  leave  the  State,  and  requested  them,  afler  inform- 
ing  them  where  he  would  be  found,  to  inform  him  if  the  Legislature 
should  be  about  to  proceed  to  said  elections  before  his  return  ;  that 
the  Legislature  unexpectedly  went  into  said  elections,  about  ten  mi- 
nutes l^fore  the  time  fixed  by  joint  resolution,  and  as  soon  as  they 
could  the  Sergeant  and  Messenger  informed  Mr.  L.  of  the  same,  and' 
he  hastened  back  to  the  capital ;-  but  as  there  was  only  one  ballot- 
ing, the  election  was  over  before  his  return.  Mr.  Lorrimer  fur' 
tber  desires  to  have  it  recorded,  that  had  be  been  present,  he  would* 
have  voted  for  the  gentlemen  who  were  elected. 

Mr.  Sanderson  gave  notice  that  at  some  future  day  be  would  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  in  relation  to  fines' 
and  forfeitures. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  and  read : 

Executive  Department,  December  10, 1847. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

The  Public  Arms  and  Equipments,  owing  to  the  dampness  of  the' 
basement  of  the  capital  where  they  were  kept,  have  been  removed  th' 
a  building  temporarily    contracted    for,  for  that   purpuse.      The 
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Grand  ^ury  of  Leon,  in  their  General  Presentmlent  at  the  last  (erfai/ 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  arms  in  their  present  situation  were' 
insetiu>e.  I  havd  tlief^fore  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Generail  As* 
sembly  to  this  subject,  and  to  request  that  provision  may  be  made  for 
a  more  secure  Armory,  or  that  the  building  now  used  for  that  pur- 
pose may  be  made  more  secure. 

In  addition,  it  is  my  duty  to  report  that  the  propei*  keeping  and 

£  reservation  of  the  Public  Arms,  dec,  has  been,  and  must  hereafter 
e,  attended  with  no  inconsiderable  care,  pains  atid  trouble,  and  thai 
it  is  scarcely  possible  to  procure  the  services  of  ahy  competent  Quar<t 
ter  Master  General  without  some  coiripensatidn.  In  evidence  of 
this,  I  have  to  make  known  the  fact  that  the  present  efficient  Quarter 
Master  General,  (Col.  Shine,)  has  already  tendered  his  resignation. 
I  have  therefore  to  recomtnend  fn  adcTition  that  some  adequate  com- 
pensation be  attached  to  the  office  of  Quarter  Master  General. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

On  motion,  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Militia;. 
The  following  communication  from  the  Comptroller  war  received 
and  read : 

Comptboller's  Office,  'fallahassee,  Dec.  0, 1847. 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senald: 

Sir  : — ^In  compliance  with  a  Resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  26tb 
Ultimo,  I  transmit  herewith  a  tab6lar  statelment  of  the  '*  number  and 
nature  of  the  cfriminal  prosecution  in  each  county  of  the  State,  alsa 
the  amount  of  expenses  of  criminal  prosecutions  audited  by  the  Comp- 
troller, and  the  amount  paid  on  capital  cases." 

Very  Respectfully, 

N  P.  BEMIS,  Comptroller. 
Ordered  that  300  copies  of  the  documents  accompanying  said  com* 
fnunication  be  printed. 
Also  the  following : 

Comptroller's  Office,  Tallahassee,  Dec.  II,  1847. 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  :-^I  enclose  herewith  the  information  requested  by  Resolutionr 
of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  inst. 

Very  Respectfully, 

N.  P.  BEMIS,  Comptroller. 
Ordered  that  dOD  copies  of  the  documents  accompatiying  the  same^ 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Burritt,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  presented  the  following 
report : 

The  committee  on  the  Ji!idiciary  to  whom  was  re-committed  the  bill 
entitled,  An  act  more  particularly  to  define  mortgage  liens,  beg  leave' 
to  report  the  said  bill  with  the  accompanying  amendment,  and  ask  the 
<!oncurrence  of  the  Senate  therein. 

S;  L.  BURRITT,  Chairmam 
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I  dissent  from  the  report  of  the  majority  of  said  committee  iii  re* 
ftjpence  to  the  amendment  ofibred* 

G,  R.  FAIRBANKS. 

Which  Report  was  receited  and  concurred  in. 
ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Engrossed  btU  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  the  sereral  actarelatite  to 
Coanty  Commissioners-— 

Was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Barritt  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the  word  **  paid,^ 
in  9th  line,  the  words  **  the  date  of  said  payment." 

Which  amendment  was  unanimously  aidopted. 

On  the  question,  ^*  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?"  the  yeas  and  nays  were— 

Ybas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Cos. 
ten,  Fairbanks,  Lorrimer,  Moseley,  Priest*  Sanderson,  Tabor,  Tracey^ 
Walker,  Watts~15. 

Nats — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  abolish  the  pay  of  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General  of  this  State^ — 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  **  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?'' 
the  yeas  and  nays  were— 

YxAs — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Arery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Cos- 
ten,  Floyd,  Lorrimer,  Mosely,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Tabor,  Tracey, 
Walker,  Watts— 15. 

Nats — Messrs.  Fairbanks  and  Smith — 2* 

So  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  said  bill  so  that  it  read 
as  follows,  viz ; 

**  An  act  relative  to  the  duties  and  compensation  of  the  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  General  of  this  State." 

Which  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  organize  the  county  of  Holmes-^* 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  referred  to  a  special  committee — said 
committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Floyd,  Brett,  and  Avery. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  regulate  the  Pilotage  of  the  Bar  of 
t  heRiver  St.  Johns,  was  read  a  secondtime. 

M  r.  Burritt  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "assigned"  in  tenth  line 
of  section  three,  and  insert  therein  "aggrieved,"  which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  said  bill  was  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. Said  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Burritt,  Sanderson 
and  Fairbanks. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  more  fully  define  the  rates  of,  and 
duty  of  pilotss  for  the  port  of  Cedar  Keys,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  Said  Committee  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Sanderson,  Moseley  and  Costen. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  fecilitate  the  draining  of  the  Twelve 
mile  Swamp  in  the  county  of  St.  Johns,  was  read  a  second  time  by 
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its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  ImproremenCK' 

A  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  prescribe  an  equal  and  uniform  mode  of 
taxation,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  second  time  bj  its  ti« 
tie,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  sme  die  adjournment  of  the  GeneraT 
Assembly  on  the  ^2d  instant,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

House  Prean^le  and  Resokltions  relative  to  die  expenses  of  Flo- 
rida Volunteers  previous  to  being  mustered  in  the  United  States  ser-^ 
vice,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  t<^  the  Committee  on 
Taxation  and  Revenue. 

House  Preamble  and  Resoluttons  relative  to  pre-emption  rights  in 
this  State — 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  en  to^ 
morrow. 

Memorial  and  Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  of 
Florida  to  the  Ptresident,  Pt>8t.master  General,  and  the  Congress  of 
tiie  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  a  Mail  Route  therein  mentioned. 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  moiton,  the  rule  waived,  read  » 
third  time  bj  its  title  and  passed. 

Preamble  and  Resolution  in  relation  to  certain  sections  of  land 
granted  bj  the  U.  S.  to  the  State  of  Florida  for  the  purpose  of  fixing 
her  Seat  of  Government — 

Was  read  a  second  time  by  its  title,  and  on  motion  the  rule  waived 
and  read  a  third  time  by  its  title  and  passed. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  more  particularly  to  define  mortgage 
lienfr-* 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  10  o'clodu 


Monday,  December  18,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  proceedings  of  Saturday  were  read 
and  approved. 

Mr.  Avery  moved,  that  the  Governor  be  requested  to  inform  the 
Senate  what  action  has  been  taken  by  our  Senators  and  Represen- 
tive  in  Congress,  and  by  Congress,  upon  the  resolution  approved 
Jan.  1,  1847,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  portion  of  surplus 
revenue  to  which  this  State  is  entitled  under  the  act  of  Congress  of 
JWd  July,  A.  D.  1836. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Avery  moved,  That  the  Register  of  Public  Lands  be  request-^ 
ed  to  inform  the  Senate  how  many  whole  townships  have  been  sur- 
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▼eyed  to  which  the  State  is  entitled  to  the  rixteenA  tectioDt-^how 
many  fractional  townships  in  whieh  there  are  no  sixteenth  sections, 
stating  the  number  of  sections  in  each  of  these  townships— how  ma* 
nj  fractional  townships  in  which  there  ore  sixteenth  sections,  stating 
the  number  of  sections  in  each  of  these  townships.  Also,  as  near  as 
VMLj  be,  the  number  of  sixteenth  sections  which  are  fxdueUss  on  ao- 
count  of  the  poverty  of  the  soil.  Also,  what  townships  have  ap- 
pointed trustees  to  take  charge  of  their  sixteenth  sections.  What 
lienefit  has  been  derived,  either  bj  the  State  or  by  any  county  or 
*  4own,  from  the  grant  by  Congress  of  the  sixteenth  sections.     What 

ameant  of  funds  has  been  raised  from  the  sixteenth  sections,  and  in 
whose  hands  those  funds  are  placed. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Avery  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
sale  of  lands  granted  to  the  State  for  purposes  of  Internal  Improve- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lorrimer  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  and  destitute  of  Leon  county,  and  to  guard  against  the  ac- 
cumulation of  pauperism. 

Mr.  Burritt,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  presented  the  follow- 
ing Report : 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  was  referred  the  pream- 

,  ble  and  resolutions  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  the  sixth  district, 

^  <o  the  effect,  that  the  Judiciary  of  our  State  should  be  republicanised 

by  rendering  all  the  judicial  officers  thereof  elective  by  the  people, 

and  for  a  term  of  years,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  concur  in  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  preamble,  that 
the  pure  administration  of  justice  is  of  the  highest  consequence  to 
any  people ;  and  while  they  admit  that  it  is  an  incontrovertible  truth, 
that  primarily  the  people  have  the  right  of  electing  directly  to  all* 
offices,  and  may  exercise  that  right  according  to  their  pleasme,  they 
deny  that  it  by  any  means  follows,  that  all  offices  can  be  better  filled 
by  a  direct  vote,  than  by  servants  appointed  for  that  purpose ;  they 
deny,  that  because  the  executive  and  the  legislative  branches  should 
be  elected  by  a  popular  vote,  any  evidence  is  thereby  furnished,  that 
the  Judges  should  be  elected  in  the  same  way.  In  this  Republic  the 
distinction  has  always  been  made,  (and  with  the  happiest  results  too,) 
^  not  only  in  the  General  Government,  but  in  the  various  States — the 

Judges  of  Law  and  of  Equity  are  never  elected  by  popular  vote. 
This  rule,  in  one  or  two  instances,  has  recently  been  departed  from. 
But  the  wisdom  of  those  who  framed  the  Federal  Constitution,  has 
never  been  doubted — as  liule  has  their  patriotism.  And  yet,  they 
and  their  constituents,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  set  out 
with  declaring,  that  their  object  was  '*  to  form  a  more  perfect  union, 
•establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the  comnon 
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flefeaee,  promote  the  general  wel&re,  and  lecure  the  bletshigt  of 
Uberty^^*  ordained  at  tM  same  time,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
State«  should  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  appoint  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  people  themselves  declining  to  exercise  this  power,  and  vesting 
It  in  the  Executive  and  Legislative  departments,  was  one  of  the  means 
bj  which  THEY  proposed  **  to  establish  justice,  promote  the  general 
welfare,  and  secure  to  themselves  and  posteritj,  the  blessings  o^Re* 
^publican  Liberty."  Have  they  been  disappointed  in  their  expectations? 
Or,  are  we  wiser  than  they  ?  Has  not  unexampled  prosperity  been 
Che  result  of  their  fi^resight  in  this  particular  \  and  through  them  has 
not  wisdom  been  justified  of  her  works  ?  Then,  as  now,  and  at  all 
limes,  a  judicial  office  was  beyond  all  comparison,  above  all  others, 
«  high,  responsible,  delicate,  and  most  sacred  trust ;  and  the  commit, 
tee  believe,  that  in  proportion  to  the  high  and  sacred  character  of  the 
oflke,  should  be  the  care  and  circumspection  with  which  \i  should  be 
filled.  Do  the  "  good  people"  of  this  State  desire  that  that  high  office 
which  holds  the  Glance  of  justice  between  man  and  man  ;  that  looks 
tothe  fountain  of  eternal  justice  for  its  guide ;  and  emulates  in  the  dispen* 
eationsofAunum  justice,  the  wisdom  and  purity  of  heaven ;  that  asks  the 
sanction  of  the  most  high,  rather  than  of  man,  for  what  it  does,  should 
become  the  sport  and  foot-ball  of  electioneering  demagogues  ?  This 
must  be  the  inevitable  result  of  the  exercise  of  that  power  to  which 
the  people  are  invited  by  the  resolutions — a  power  which  the  people 
with  all  the  forms  of  constitutional  solemnity  have  tbemselvee  deter- 
mined not  to  exercise. 

The  committee  believe  that  a  tolerable  share  of  general  informa- 
tion, without  profound  knowledge  in  any  particular  department  of 
science,  is  usually  all  that  is  indispensible  in  the  proper  discharge  of 
Executive  duties — they  are  ordinarily  few,  plain,  and  simple.  They 
may  be  found  embodied  almost  entirely  in  the  Constitution  ;  and  they 
•depend  by  no  means  upon  a  precise  and  accurate  knowledge  of  mu* 

*  nicipal  jurisprudence.  The  committee  believe  that  hundreds  of  theic 
fellow  citizens,  whose  lives  have  been  passed  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
might,  like  Cincinnatus,  be  <:alled  from  the  plough  to  the  Executive 
ofl^e,  and  fill  it  with  credit  to  themselves  and  advantage  to  the  State. 
All  experience  justified  this  conclusion — ^and,  to  such  offices,  there 
can  be  little  danger  of  electing  persons  incompetent.  And  as  to  in* 
legrity,  deplorable  as  the  want  of  it  might  be,  it  may  be  asked,  what 
i>pportunity  has  a  Governor  of  our  State  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  his 
duties,  of  exercising  ipartially,  or  indulging  in  prejudice,  at  the  ex* 
pense  of  the  just  rights  of  one  man  over  another  ?  And  the  com* 
•mittee  ask,  whctt  opportunity  the  Judge  has  not  in  this  particular  7 

But  the  Judge,  or  the  Chancellor,  to  be  qualified,  should  bring  with 
bim  not  only  all  the  general  information  which  may  bo  sufficient  in 
the  Executive  and  Legislative  capacity,  but  he  must  besides  bring 
with  him  a  profound  knowledge  of  law  as  a  particular  science,  and 

<o  varied  and  intense  reading  must  have  been  superadded  practice. 
WJtile  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government  finds  its  duty  cleadf 
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iBefined  in  (he  Comtitution,  and  perhaps  a  few  statutes,  the  Judicial 
Imuich  must  be  &miliar  not  only  with  them,  but  with  all  law,  national 
«nd  municipal,  common  and  statute,  civil,  ecclesiastic,  and  militarj,  all 
-orer  the  civilized  world,  if  its  duties  are  upon  all  occasions  to  be  dls* 
charged  with  promptness  and  ability.  And  the  committee  believe, 
that  it  is  no  disparagement  of  the  intelligence  of  the  people  of  this 
or  of  any  other  State  to  imagine,  that  there  are  many,  very  many, 
who  would  net  only  fid]  correctly  to  estimate  the  necessary  qualifica* 
tions,  but  woald  from  necessity,  be  without  the  advantages  to  know 
who  possessed  them,  or  to  sufficiently  discriminate  between  competi- 
tors, if  they  did. 

These  remarks  applv  to  those  who  as  individuals  have  nothing  in 
particular  to  gain  or  to  lose  by  the  election  of  one  man  more  than  an- 
•other — who  are  free  from  litigation,  and  who  desire  only  the  good 
••f  society  generally.  But  how  many  in  every  community,  are  thus 
^e  fron^  direct  personal  interest  ?  And  with  such,  can  there  be  any 
xioubt  whose  interast  is  paramount,  their  own,  or  that  of  society  I 
Vast  interests  are  at  stake,  and  bitter  conflicts  arise  between  man  and 
man ;  wealth  and  opulence  frequently  arrayed  against  comparative 
poverty— can  there  be  any  doubt  that  each  will  be  likely  according 
to>his  means,  to  support  the  candidate  which  he  deems  his  personal 
or  political  friend,  and  most  likely  to  favor  bis  pretensions  ?  The 
committee  would  inquire  in  what  school  of  philosophy  it  isXausht,  and 
by  what  system  o  ethics  it  is  allowed,  that  a  man  should  select  the 
Judge  to  determine  his  own  cause  7  If  in  principle  it  is  not  right  in 
-m^  man,  in  no  number  of  men  can  it  he  made  ri^t.  But  it  may  be 
said,  as  contending  interest  may  be  nearly  balanced  between  litigants, 
it  will  .be  as  fair  for  one  as  for  another.  True,  it  jnay  be  so.  Bui 
does  that  sanctify  a  system  of  polity  that  must  of  necessity  induce  mea 
to  forget  the  public  interest  in  pursuit  of  their  own  1  The  system 
proposed  by  the  resolution,  addresses  itself  not  to  the  patriotism,  but 
to  the  vindictive  feeling  and  selfishness  of  every  man  in  the  State, 
who  either  is,  or  is  likely  to  be  involved  in  litigation.  Both  sides  of 
a  question  can  hardly  be  right ;  and  while  he  who  knows  he  is  right, 
desires  his  case  to  come  before  an  honest  and  learned  Judge,  his  an- 
tagonist who  is  wrong,  foresees  that  his  only  chance  of  success  is  in 
the  intervention  of  weakness  or  depravity,  or  perhaps  of  both.  What 
would  be  said  of  a  system  that  should  propose  the  election  of  Jurors 
by  a  direct  vote  for  each  term,  or  for  any  other  period  1  As  no  man 
lias  a  right  to  be  a  judge  in  his  own  cause,  so  neither  should  he  con- 
tribute by  his  vote  or  his  influence  to  the  election  or  appointment  of 
ihe  man  to  decide  that  cause.  Until  -man  and  bis  nature  be  changed, 
it  is  obvious,  if  such  a  si'stem  were  adopted,  that  parties  litigant  would 
be  exposed  to  temptations,  to  consult  their  own  interest  ratber  than 
4hat  of  society,  in  the  election  of  these  public  oflicers.  To  be  sure^ 
Judges  must  be  created  in  some  way  or  another,  and  it  should  be  by 
authority  of  the  people — but  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
task  should  be  confided  by  the  people  to  agents  elected  by  them  for 
that  purpose. 
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The  foregoing  are  some  of  the  reasons  whj  the  committee  deem  a 
change  in  the  Constitutionf  so  as  to  authorise  the  election  of  Judges 
by  a  direct  popular  vote,  unwise  and  inexpedient.  The  wishes  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  when  ascertained,  must  be  the  acknowledged 
WW.  But  if  such  it  the  wish  of  tiie  people  of  this  State,  the  com- 
mittee are  without  any  evidence  whatever  to  that  effect.  Until  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  State  have  in  some  way  signified  their  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  present  Constitution,  they  believe  it  the  du- 
2  of  the  Legislature  to  support  it  as  it  is.  It  is  the  guide  placed  in 
eir  hands  by  the  people  ;  and  if  that  instrument  is  indeed  suscepti- 
ble of  improvement,  it  would  better  comport  with  Republican  modesty, 
that  their  servants,  the  Legislature,  should  wait  to  hear  from  them  on 
the  subject,  than  that  they  should  obtrude  their  notions  upon  the  peo- 
pie.  It  is  indeed  an  anomaly  in  government,  that  the  Legislature  is 
permitted  to  tOUmpi  the  alteration  of  a  Constitution,  which  they  are 
sworn  to  support.  It  is  wise  that  the  people  should  have  (he  right  to 
alter  and  abolish  their  Constitution ;  but  the  theory  of  a  Republican 
Government  proceeds  upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  Constitution  is  su- 
perior  t6,  Legislative  wisdom — and  the  conomittee  beg  leave  to  say, 
that  \(  there  is  any  portion  of  the  Constitution  less  democratic  or  re- 
publican than  another,  it  is  in  their  opinion,  not  that  portion  which 
requires  the  Legislature  to  make  laws  and  appoint  Judges,  but  that 
which  allows  them  to  set  up  their  opinions  against  the  declared  wishes 
of  the  people,  as  found  in  the  Constitution. 

That  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  establish  the  Government,  its 
ferm  and  organization,  is  what  ail  must  assent  to.  It  is  no  new  doc- 
trine. It  originated  with  the  patriots  of  the  American  Colonies,  prior 
to  the  revolution.  It  was  what  occasioned  the  revolution.  It  is  the 
starting  point  in  the  declaration  of  American  independence,  and  is 
the  fundamental  principle  of  the  American  Constitution.  Since  the 
formation  of  this  Government,  it  has  received  the  united  sanction  and 
support  of  all  parties.  It  has  not  been,  and  it  cannot  now  be,  called  in 
^rqueation — and,  it  is  believed,  that  no  preamble  or  resolution  can  Add 
fforce  to  this  great  and  irresistible  truth.  How,  and  tcAof  the  Govern- 
jtnent  shall  be  in  general  as  in  particular,  and  how  organised  and  ad- 
ministered, it  is  for  thejpeopZe  to  say.  Who  questions  it  ?  Happily  for 
4he  stability  of  a  democratic  form  of  Government,  no  one.  The  right  of 
the  people  is  then  admitted.  The  best  mode  and  manner  of  exercis- 
ing that  right,  whether  by  the  people  themselves  in  a  body,  or^ome- 
iimes  by  representatives,  is  another  question.  One  mode  may  be 
better  adapted  to  the  accomplishment  of  a  particular  object  than  an- 
other, and  every  good  citizen  of  this  State  must  be  anxious  that  this 
right  should  be  exercised  in  tbe  most  judicious  way.  The  resolutions 
submitted,  propose  that  the  system  prescribed  by  the  people  should  be 
Abandoned,  and  that  judicial  officers  should  be  elected  directly  by  the 
people  themselves,  and  this,  because,  in  the  language  of  the  resolu- 
tion the  people  are  capable  (both  in  regard  to  intelligence  and  in- 
tegrity) of  selecting  them.  But  the  committee  would  enquire  wheth- 
er this  is  any  good  reason  for  changing  the  Constitution  ?    Does  it 
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Mow,  that  because  the  people  are  capable,  t&eir  representatives  fa 
the  Legislature  are  not  ?  What  a  commentary  is  this  upon  the  in« 
telligence  of  the  people,  that  they  select  representatires  less  capable 
than  themseWes !  But  the  people  have  chosen  to*  impose  this  duty 
open  their  agents,  the  Legislature — and  why  should  that  body  distrust 
its  own  capacity,  and  say  to  the  people,  you  had  better  do  it  yourselves 
—you  can  do  it  as  well  as  we  ?  The  connnittee  believe  that  the  Le- 
ffislature  should  be  satisfied  not  only  that  the  duty  can  be  performed 
by  the  people  directly  as  toeUf  but  better^  before  they  should  decline 
the  responsibility,  and  ask  the  people  to  do  it  themselves.  Is  it  any 
good  reason  for  changing  a  law,  that  it  will  be  just  as  good  when 
changed  as  it  was  before  ?  It  is  believed  that  ordinary  legislative 
enactments,  should  not  be  changed  or  altered  upon  idle  experimenty 
much  less  should  the  Constitution  of  the  State.  Utilitarians  may 
speculate  upon  the  advantages  of  some  other  system,  but  sober  calcu- 
lation is  contented  with  that  system  which  has  been  tried  and  found 
to  answer  the  objects  for  which  it  was  created. 

For  seventy  years  has  our  Federal  Judiciary  been  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  U.  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
i9enate.  During  that  period,  who  has  doubted  its  wisdom  or  its  in- 
legrity  ?  These  appointments  have  been  made  by  the  Executive  and 
Senate,  because  the  people  in  their  sovereign  capacity  had  so  directed. 
Have  the  people  had  cause  to  regret  it  ?  When  and  where  T 
Was  it  in  the  appointment  of  a  Jay,  or  a  Rutledge,  a  Gushing,  an 
Ellsworth,  a  Marshall,  a  Livingston,  a  Van  Ness,  a  Story,  a  Thomp- 
son or  a  Taney  7  When  and  where  has  the  learning  and  ability  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  been  impeached,  and  who 
has  gainsayed  the  justice  and  legality  of  its  decisions?  If  the  prin- 
ciple contended  (or  by  the  resolution  be  sound,  by  analogy  the  Presi- 
dent  and  Senate  are  not  the  proper  depositories  of  the  power  by 
which  that  great  forum  of  ultimate  justice  is  appointed,  and  Republu 
eon  principles  require  that  the  people  should  resume  it  themselves. 
But,  if  the  power  to  appoint  the  Federal  Judiciary  has  been  found  ta 
be  safe,  and  still  continues  to  be  safe  in  the  President  and  Senate,  the 
Committee  can  see  no  reason  in  principle  why  the  people  of  this- 
State  have  not  acted  wisely  in  confiding  a  similar  power  to  their  Se- 
nate and  House  of  Representatives. 

As  to  limiting  the  term  of  office  to  years  instead  of  life,  or  goocF 
behaviour,  the  committee  discover  less  objection  to  it— but  upon 
that  point  as  well  as  the  other,  they  would  not  feel  themselves  author- 
ised to  recommend  any  alteration,  unless  they  had  some  unequivocal 
evidence  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  this  State  desired  it. 

The  committee  therefore  feel  compelled  to  express  themselves 
against  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions,  and  they  ask  the  concurrence 
ef  the  Senate  in  this  Report. 

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 
J.  P.  SANDERSON. 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 
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Mr*  Fairbanks,  from  the  minority  of  said  Committee,  asked  leavv 
to  present  the  following  Report : 

That  the  Resolutions  referred  to  the  Committee  are  not  introduced 
in  the  shape  of  an  amendment  or  alteration  of  the  Constitution,  but 
are  merely  a  declaratory  expression  of  the  views  of  the  Legislature  lu 
reference  to  an  alteration  of  the  Constitution,  and  as  such,  they  will^ 
if  adopted,  have  no  more  force  than  as  an  expression  of  individual 
opinions. 

I  see  no  benefit  to  be  derived  from  such  an  expression.  These 
resolutions  seem  to  roe  extra  legislative,  and  precede  the  action  of 
the  people.  The  passage  of  such  resolutions  might  be  proper  if 
passed  by  the  people  in  their  primary  capacity. 

I  do  not  assent  to  the  propriety  of  an  argument  upon  the  pros  and 
cons  of  these  resolutions  ;  nor  do  I  assent  to  all  the  grounds  and  po* 
sitions  taken  in  the  report  of  the  Chairman  and  one  member  of  said 
Committee,  and  cannot,  therefore,  affix  his  name  to  their  said  Re- 
port, but  consider  that  such  Resolutions  should  not  be  passed  or 
acted  upon.  GEO.  R.  FAIRBANKS, 

Of  Judiciary  Committee* 

Which  Report  was  received. 

On  motion,  said  reports  were  laid  upon  the  table  until  to-morrow* 

Mr.  Burritt,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  presented  the  follow- 
ing Report : — 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorise  the  qualified  Electors  of  each  county 
within  this  State  to  elect  Judges  of  Probate,  ask  leave  to 
REPORT  : 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration.  That  they 
are  not  aware  that  the  experience  furnished  under  the  present  mode 
of  appointing  those  officers,  authorize  the  belief  that  any  other  mode 
would  be  preferable.  That  until  some  evil  under  the  present  mode 
is  pointed  out,  and  a  reasonable  prospect  of  obviating  that  evil  by 
some  other  mode  is  presented,  the  Committee  would  hesitate  in  re* 
commending  a  change.  Besides  this,  doubt  is  entertained  by  many, 
and  in  which  doubt  the  Committee  participate,  whether  a  proper 
construction  of  the  Constitution  does  not  confine  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing  Judges  of  Probate  to  the  Legislature. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  foel  it  tbeir  duty  to  report  against  the 
passage  of  the  said  bill,  and  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  there- 
in. S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  said  Report  was  laid  upon  the  table  un- 
til to-morrow. 

Mr.  Burritt,  from  a  Select  Committee,  presented  the  following 
Report : 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  House  Bill  en- 
titled, An  Act  to  regulate  the  pilotage  of  the  bar  of  the  River  St.  John,, 
beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  bad  the  same  under  consideration^  and  return  th» 
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ume  herewith  with  an  amendmeDt,  and  to  ask  the  concorrepce  of 
the  Senate  therein.  S,  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  report  waa  received  and  concurred  ioi  and  the  amendment 
adopted. 

Mr.  Sandersooy  from  a  Select  Committee,  made  the  following  re* 
port: 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  hill  entitled. 
An  Act  to  more  fully  define  the  rates  of,  and  duty  of  Pilots,  for  the 
Ports  of  Cedar  Keys, 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave 
to  report  said  bill  back  to  the  Senate  without  amendment,  and  re* 
oomroend  its  passage.  J,  P.  SANDERSON,  Chairman* 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  Act  more  particularly  to  define  mort« 
gage  liens. 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  pass  7 
the  yeas  and  nays  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Floyd, 
Lorriraer,  Moseley,  Sanderson,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts — 12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,   Priest,  Smith,  Tabor — 6. 

So  the  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  the  12th  clause  of  the 
5th  article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  so  that  the  Judges  of  the 
Circuit  Courts  shall  hold  their  office  for  six  years  instead  of  good 
behavior, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  A- 
mendmentA  and  Revision  of  the  Constitution. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  pilotage  of  the  River 
St.  Johns, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  more  fully  define  the  rates  of,  and 
duty  of  pilots  for  the  port  of  Cedar  Keys, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to«mor* 
row. 

House  Preamble  and  Resolutions  relative  to  pre-emption  rights  in 
this  State, 

Was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Engrossed  Resolution  relative  to  the  sine  die  adjournment  of  the 
Legislature  on  22d  instant,  was  read  a  third  time.  On  the  question 
of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Burritt 
and  Brett,  and  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Cos* 
tin,  Floyd,  Lorriraer,  Sanderson,  Tabor,  Walker,  Watts— 13. 
10 
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Nays— Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Moseley,  Priestt  Smith,  Tracey — Si- 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

X  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of 
Common  Schools,  came  up  on  its  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Tracey  in  the  Chair. 

AAer  some  time  spent  therein  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their 
Chairman  reported^  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in; 

On  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock. 

3'-  o'clock,  p.  m- 

The  following  message  from  His  Excellency  the  Grovemor  was- 
received  and  read ; 

ExEcuTivs  Depabthbnt,  ) 
December  13,  1847.      ) 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  ^ 

In  reply  to  your  resolution  of  this  date,  requesting  to  be  informed 
what  action  has  been  taken  by  our  Senators  and  Representative  in' 
Congress,  and  by  Congress,  upon  the  Resolution,  approved  January 
1, 1847,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  portion  of  Surplus  Revenue 
to  which  this  State  is  entitled  under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  23d  July,. 
A.  D.  1836,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  certified  copies 
of  the  Resolution  mentioned,  were  forwarded  to  our  Senators  and 
Representative  in  Congress  immediately  after  the  adjournment  of 
the  last  Genera]  Assembly ;  and,  that  no  information  has  been  re- 
ceived  .^officially,  at  this  Department,  that  Congress  has  had  any: 
action  upon  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

The  Senate,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to>  provide  for  the  Establish, 
ment  of  Common  Schools. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their* 
Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  asked  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof; 

Which  report  was  concinrred  in. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow. 

House  Resolutions  relative  to  the  appofntment  hy  the  Governor 
of  Justices  of  the  Peace, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to- 
morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  prescribe  an  equal  and  uniform* 
mode  of  taxation  and  for  other  purposes, 

.  Came  up  on  its  second  reading,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson, 
the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said' 
biUs,  Mr.  Sanderson  in  the  Chair» 
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lUier  some  lime  gpent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  aod*bj  ffaeir 
Chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 
Which  report  was  concurred  in. 
On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock* 


TuBSDAY,  December  14, 1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as>Chaplaia. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read 
and  approved. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Aveiy  introduced  a  bill  (o  be  enti- 
lied,  An  act  to  amend  «n  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  granted 
to  the  State  for  the  purposes  of  Internal  Improvements. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
(o-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Sanderson  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  An  act  in  relation  to  fines  and  forfeitures. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Floyd  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day,  ask  leave 
io  introduce  a  bilUo  be  entitled,  An  act  to  make  the  Judgeship  of  the 
Southern  Judicial  Circuit  permanent  within  that  Circuit. 

Mr.  Lorrimer  moved,  the  House  of  Representatives  concurring, 
<hat  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  go  into  the  election  of 
Register  of  Public  Lands  for  this  State  on  to-morrow,  15lh  instant, 
at  12  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Fairbanks  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled.  An  act  to  prescribe  the  fees  of  the  Attorney  General  of  this 
State  in  certain  cases. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a«econd  reading  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  the  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  the 
bill  entitled,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Asa  B.  Clark,  assignee  of  Thom<* 
as  M.  White,  as  correctly  enrolled. 

Mr.  Moseley,  from  the  committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  pre- 
eenied  the  following  report : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled,  *'  An  act  to 
facilitate  the  draining  of  the  Twelve  Mile  Swamp  in  the  county  of 
£(.  Johns,"  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  examined  the  said  bill,  and  report  the  same  back 
<with  the  recommendation  that  the  same  do  pass. 

W.  P.  MOSELEY,  Chairman. 

^iiich  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 
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Mir.  Floyd,  from  die  committee  on  Corporations,  presented  the  fbU 
lowing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Corporations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  mes- 
sage of  the  Governor  in  relation  to  the  Taxes  imposed  by  law  on  the 
Capital  Stock  of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company, 
beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  the  Institution  in  question,  although  insolvent,  continues  to 
claim  the  exercise  of  corporate  privileges  in  this  Slate,  to  have  a 
President  and  Cashier,  to  prosecute  sm'ts,  and  to  appear  and  be  re* 
ceived  in  the  Courts  of  this  State,  and  to  collect  and  receive  moneys 
hf  and  of  the  process  ofthis  State,  as  well  as  by  compromise  and 
otherwise,  and  to  enjoy  almost  all  the  like  privileges  exercised  by 
natural  persons  in  this  State.  That  notwithstanding  the  privileges 
enjoyed  by  this  Institution,  it  not  only  makes  no  provision  for  the  pay* 
ment  of  its  circulation  in  the  hands  of  citizens  of  ihis  State,  but  ut- 
t0>rly  refuses  to  contribute,  and  pay  to  the  State  the  assessments  of 
taxes  against  it,  made  under  authority  of  its  charter,  to  support  the 
authorities  of  the  State,  the  aid  of  which  it  so  oAen  invokes.  Doubt- 
less the  refusal  to  pay  the  assessments  does  not  arise  from  disability 
t«  pay.  The  advantageous  settlements  and  compromises  so  often 
made  by  the  Institution  repel  any  such  suggestion.  Tho  refusal  is 
^btftfnate  and  wilful,  and  must  be  the  result  of  a  settled  determination 
to  t'oserve  the  funds  of  the  Institution  for  less  lawful  purposes,  to 
take  advantage  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  present  remedies  aflbrded 
by  law  for  the  collection  of  taxes  assessed  against  persons  natural 
Imd  artificial,  who  have  no  property  liable  to  execution,  to  refuse  to 
aid  in  any  wise,  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  State — to  claim  po- 
sition  superior  to  any  of  our  citizens — in  fine,  to  continue  in  that 
course  of  iniquity  which  has  marked  the  course  of  this  Institution 
^m  its  organization  to  the  present  day,  and  which  has  reflected 
more  dishonor  and  disgrace  upon  the  credit,  name  and  fame  of  Flo- 
rida, than  any  and  all  other  like  Institutions  heretofore  chartered  by 
the  Territory  of  Florida.  Under  these  circumstances,  your  Com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  most  vigorous  remedies  should  be  pro- 
trided  for  the  collection  of  these  assessments.  And  as  all  privileges 
and  rights  not  natural,  enjoyed  under  a  Government,  may  be  made 
dependent  upon  the  duty  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of  the  Govem- 
iMntf  your  Committee  recommend  that  provisions  be  made  by  law, 
debarring  this  Institution  from  obtaining  the  aid  of  any  process  of 
this  State  In  the  collection  of  its  claims,  while  it  remains  in  arrears 
for  taxes  assessed.  Such  remedy,  though  severe,  would  not,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee,  be  beyond  the  authority  of  this  General 
Assembly  to  provide.  The  right  to  the  process  of  this  State  is  al- 
leady  dependent  upon  the  payment  of  Clerk's  and  Sheriff's  fees, 
and  the  right  of  suffrage,  quite  as  important  as  the  right  to  legal 
process  has  not  uufrequently,  (however  unwise,)  in  other  States, 
been  made  dependerU  upon  the  payment  of  taxes  by  the  individual 
claiming  to  exercise  the  right.    And  although  your  Committer 
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wouM  never  tolerate  the  exercise  of  the  right  to  restrict  in  iuch 
ttmnner  the  right  of  suffirage  in  this  State,  they  humbly  fubmit  that 
the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company  cannot  lay  claim 
^  an  exemption  from  so  severe  a  restriction  of  its  rights,  when  it 
presents  itself,  in  the  present  position,  before  the  authority  of  the 
State,  to  ask  the  aid  of  legal  process. 

In  addition,  year  Committee  recommend  that  the  interest  of  said 
Company  in  any  bond  and  mortgage,  note  or  other  chose  in  action, 
mar  be  made  subject  to  sale  for  the  payment  of  the  said  assessment, 
and  aM  other  assessments  hereafter  to  be  made  against  it. 

And  in  furtherance  of  their  views,  the  Committee  report  a  bill 
herewith. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ROB.  /.  FLOYD,  Chairman. 
Which  report  was  received 

Mr.  Avery  moved  to  lay  said  report  upon  the  table,  on  which  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and  Fairbanks,  and 
were — 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs*  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Lorri- 
mer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Tracey,  Walker,  Wa^Us — 12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Costen,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Smith,  Tabor 
—6. 

So  the  Report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  communication  was  transmitted  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor : 

Senate  Chamber,  Dec.  14,  1847. 
His  Excellency  W.  D.  Mosblet,  Governor  : 

SiB^-The  following  bill,  passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  and 
signed  by  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two  Houses,  is  sent  for  your 
cmisideration,  viz: 
An  Act  for  the  relief  Asa  fi.  Clark,  Assignee  of  Thomas  M.  White^ 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING, 
Secretary  Senate. 
Mr.  Burritt,  from  Xhe  Judiciary  Committee,  presented  the  folio Wr 
ingReport : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors,  ask  leave  to 

REPORT; 
That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  return  the 
same,  with  amendments,  herewith  to  the  Senate  for  its  consideratioiVi 

S.  L.  BURRITT, 
J.  B.  SANDERSON, 
R.  J.  FLOYD, 
G.  R.  FAIRBANKS. 
The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  and  read  : 
House  of  RBPEBSBifTATivES>  Dec.  9th,  1847. 
JBbfi.  President  of  the  Senate : 
Sol  :  The  following  resolution  has  this  day  passed  the  House,  viz ; 
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Besolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Floridai  That  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  aforesaid, 
wili  proceed  to-morroW|  at  12  o'clock,  to  the  election  of  a  Register 
of  Public  Lands,  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Judge  of  the^ 
XkMithern  Judicial  Circuit  for  this  State. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives* 
The  resolution  therein  contained  was  read  the  first  time,  and  op- 
dered  for  a  second  reading  on-morrow. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  Report  o(  the  Judiciary  Committee,  on  the  bill  providing  for 
the  Election  of  Judges  of  Probate,  was  taken  from  the  Orders,  read, 
received  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Tracey  allowed  to  move 
that  000  copies  of  the  preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  the  Elec- 
tion^ of  Judges  by  the  People,  and  500  copies  of  the  Report  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee  thereon,  and  the  minority  Report  of  Mr.  Fair- 
Jbanks,  of  said  Committee,  be|)rinted^ 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of 
£lommon  Schools, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
^reading  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  more  fully  define  the  rates  o^  and 
/duty  of  Pilots  for  the  port  of  Cedar  Keys,  was  read  a  third  time  by 
its  title.  On  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?  the  yeas  and  nays 
were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Fair- 
4>anks,  Floyd,  Lorrimor,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson, 
Tracey,  Walker,  Watts— 15. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  to  reconsider  the  order  to  engross  the  bill  en- 
litled.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  Common  Schools. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  inserting  the  enacting 
4:]ause. 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to.morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  regulate  the  Pilotage  of  the  bar  of 
ihe  River  St.  Johns. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  waive  the  Rule  and  read  said  bill  by  its 
iitle. 

Which  was  lost. 

Said  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  *'  Shall  thi 
3)ill  pass}"  the  yeas  and  nays  were — 
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Tets-^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Fair^ 
l^oks,  Flojd,  Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sandersonr 
Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Walker,  Walts— 17. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  facilitate  the  draining  of  Twelve 
Mile  Swamp,  in  the  county  of  St.  Johns- 
Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  waive  the  Rule  and  read  safi]  bill  a  third 
time. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Sanderson' 
tad  Floyd,  and  were — 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Austib,.  Brett,  Lorrimer,  McM'ilhtn^ 
Sanderson,  Tracey,  Walker — 8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Costen,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moselisy, 
Priest,  Smith,  Tabor— 9. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  waive  the  rule. 

So  said  bill  was  ordered  for  a  third  reading;  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  lo  enforce  the  payment  of  taxes  as- 
sessed, and  to  be  assessed,  against  all  institutions  claiming  corporate 
privileges  in  this  State- 
Was  read  the  first  time,  and  75  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  waive  the  rule,  and  read  said  bill  a  second* 
time. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and 
Tabor^  and*  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Austin,  Brett,  Cost  in,  Floyd,  McMillan,  Tabor — 6. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Fairbanks,  Lorri- 
ner,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts — 12. 

So  the  Senate  refosed  to  waive  the  rule. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors 
and  State  Witnesses — 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  tcr  waive  the  rule  and  read  said  bill  a  third  time. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and 
Tracey,  and  were — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aver]^  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Floyd,  McMillan^ 
Priest,  Sanderson,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts— 12. 

Nays — Mr  President,  Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Lorrimer,  Mose-- 
ley.  Smith— 6. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  waive  the  rule. 

Mr.  Austin  moved  to  postpone  said  bill  indefinitely. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Sandcr-- 
son  and  Tracey,  and  were  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Austin,  Brett,  Lorrimer — 8. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks,- 
Floyd,  McMillan,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Walker^ 
Watt*— 14. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  postpone  said  bill  indefinitely. 
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Ordered  that  said  bill  be  eogrowed  for  a  third  reading  oo  to^ 
morrow. 

House  Resolutions  relative  to  the  appointment  by  the  Goveroor  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace, 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock. 


3  o'clock,  p.  k. 

The  Senate  proceeded  with  the  Orders  of  the  day* 

House  resolution  relative  to  the  appointment  by  the  Oovernor  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace, 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  lay  upon  the  table  until  Friday  next. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  lay  upon  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Sander^ 
son  in  the  Chair,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act 
to  prescribe  an  equal  and  uniform  mode  of  taxation,  and  for  other 
purposes ; 

After  some  time  spent  therein  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their 
Chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again ; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock^ 


Wednesday,  December  15,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read 
and  approved. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  whether  the  Resolutions  passed  by 
the  House,  and  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  relative  to  the  appointment 
of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  are  founded  upon  any  documents  or  papers 
in  the  possession  of  the  House ;  and  that  the  House  be  requested  to 
transmit  such  papers  and  documents,  if  any,  to  the  Senate,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  Sixth  Joint  Rule. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Mosely,  and  Priest,  were  appointed  said  com 
mittee. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved,  the  House  of  Representatives  concurring,  that 
the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  go  into  the  Election  of 
Register  of  Public  Lands  for  this  State  on  to-morrow,  16th  instant,  af 
12  o'clock,  Mc 
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On  whicli  the  jeas  and  nays  were  called  for  hj  Mettrs.  flafd  and 
Smith,  and  were— 

Yeas— Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest,  Smith,  f  abdi' 
—6. 

Nays— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  AVer^,  Austin,  Burrttt,  McMillan^ 
Sanderson!,  Walker,  Watts-^^ 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adopt  said  motion. 

Mr.  Avery  ga?e  notice  that  he  tirould  on  to.morrow  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  sixteenth  sections  granted 
hy  Congress  to  the  State  for  the  support  of  public  schools,  and  for 
consolidating  the  school  fund. 

Mr.  Watte,  from  the  conflmittee  on  Taxation  ahd  Revenue,  present, 
ed  the  fi>llowing  report  i 

The  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue  to  whom  was  referred 
a  certain  Preamble  and  Resolutions,  from  the  House  touching  expen- 
ses incurred  by  individuals  of  this  State  in  subsiding,  organising  and 
transporting  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  th6  Florida  Volunteers  raised 
for  the  War  with  Mexico,  by  authority  of  the  State  upon  requisi^ 
tlons  from  the  War'  Department  of  the  Federal  Qovemnient,  ask 
ing  leave  to 

REPORT* 

That  they  have  had  the  san^e  lender  consideration,  that  they  most 
heartily  concur  in  the  object  of  the  said  Preamble  and  Resolutions, 
and  recommend  their  passage,  and  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate 
(herein. 

JOSEPH  B.  WATTS,  Chairman. 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  of  the  House  of  Represental* 
lives  relative  to  certain  Resolutions  passed  by  the  £touse,  reported 
that  they  had  informed  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  that  the  House 
^ould  take  immediate  action  thereon. 

Mr.  Floyd,  from  a  Select  Committee,  presented  the  following  Re*^ 
port: 

The  undersigned,  a  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
hill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  organize  the  county  of  Holmes,  beg 
leave  respectfully  to 

REPORT 
the  bill  back,  without  amendment.  The  Committee  cfannot  let  so 
favorable  an  opportunity  pass,  without  stating  some  of  the  inconve-' 
niences  which  the  people  who  seek  to  incorporate  themselves 
within  the  county  proposed,  labor  under.  They  live,  in  many  cases, 
from  thirty  to  fifly  miles  distance  from  the  Court  House  in  Mariannft 
and  the  Court  House  of  Walton  county ;  that  they,  in  many  cases, 
are  poor,  and  unable  to  attend  the  Court  at  so  great  a  distance, 
without  some  remuneration ;  that,  under  the  existing  law,  they  have 
never  received  pay  tor  attendance  on  the  Court;  and  they  are  thus 
nljected  twice  a  year  for  Court  purposes,  and  once  a  year  for  mcNr* 
tcr  duty. 

11 
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They,  said  Committee,'  therefore  deem  it  nothing  more  tSftn  jor- 
tice  to  these  people,  that  the  proposed  bill  be  pass^. 

R.  J.  FLOYD^  Chairman. 
Which  Repoit  was  receive  and  concurred  in* 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Aet  to  fiicilitate  the  draining  of  the  Tweho' 
Mile  Swamp  in  the  County*  of  St.  Johns, 

Was  read  a;  third  time  bj  its  title,  and  on  the  question.  Shall  the- 
bill  pass?  the  jeas and  naye^ were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Arery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Floyd,  Mc^ 
Millan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson^  Smkh^  Tabor,  T^»aey,  Walkerv- 
Watts— 14. 

Nays— ^one^ 

So  the  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  prescribe*  the  fees^f  the  AttomeJ^ 
General  of  this^  State  in  certain  cases. 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred tathe  Judiciary  Committee.- 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  in  relation  to  Fines  and  Forfeitures, 

Was  read  a*  second  time. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after  **  paid"  where 
it  occurs  the  second  time  in  line  siith  of  section  1,  **  by  the  Board  of 
County  Commissioners  or  other  officers  having  charge  of  the  same, 
to  the  Sheriff  of  said  county,  to  be  by  him  paid  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  State ;" 

Which  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  to*morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Holmes, 

Was  placed  among  the  orders  for  to-morrow. 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  sale 
of  lands  granted  to  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement. 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thirdt* 
reading  to-morrow. 

Billrto  be  entitled.  An  act  to  enforce  the  payment  of  taxes  assessed^ 
and  to  be  assessed  against  all  institutions  claiming  corporate  privile* 
ges  in  this  State, 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  amend  by  strikingxHit  **  of  the  existence"  at> 
the  end  of  line  1,  section  3. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  the  question  to  engross  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  calk- 
ed for  by  Messrs.  Burritt  and  Floyd,  and  were : 

Yeas — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Fairbanks,  Floydf 
Corrimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,' 
Walker,  Watts— 14. 

Nay— Mr.  Burritt-— 1. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered-tobe  engrossed  for  »thirdreading4o-mo>*- 
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Common  Schools,  d:c., 

Was  read  a  third  time  bj  its  title,  and  on  the  question,  ^  shall  this 
bill  pass  ?"  the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Fafrbaiiks, 
Floyd,  Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sandersoa,Bmith,  Ta« 
4x«,  Tracey,  Wallier,  Watts— 16. 

J^a}^— none* 

So  the  bill  passed*    Title  as  stated* 

^Ordered  that  the  «ame  be  certified'to'the  House. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  pajment  of  Ju- 
Tors  and  State  Witnesses, 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question  ^ shall  this  bill  pass?'' 
the  yeas  and  n^  were^ 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Fairbanks,  McBIil* 
an,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Tabor,  Walicer,  Watts— 11* 

Nays — Messrs.  Austin,  Lorrimer,  Smith— 4. 

So  the  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  the  expenses  of  Florida 
•volunteers  previous  to  being  mustered  into  the  United  Slates  service. 

Were  read  a  second'time. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  to  amend  by  adding : 

Provided,  nevertheless.  That  <should  the  General  Government 
-neglect  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  above 
^nentioned  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  Governor 
«hall  cause  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  ihe  contingent  fund. 

Which  amendment  was  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

House  resolution,  adopted  yesterday,  relative  to  election  of  officers 
to*morrow,  (to-day/) 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  **  to-morrow,"  and  in* 
'Sorting  ''Tuesday  neit." 

Which  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  ordered  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

House  Resolution  relative  to  the  appointment  by  the  Governor  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace- 
Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  to  lay  said  bill  upon'the  table. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  to  refer  to  the  Judiciaiy  Committee,  with  in* 
^structions  to  report  the  proper  action  to  be  taken  thereon. 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  committee  instructed. 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  facilitate  Internal  Improvements,  and 
fto  authorise  and  regulate  partnerships  for  that  purpose— ^ 

On  motion  of  M.  Sanderson,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a 
»«>mmittee  of  the  whole -on  said  bill — ^Mn  Liorrimer  in  the  Chair. 
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After  same  time  spent  (herein,  the  committee  rose,  and  hy  thetr 
l^irman  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again» 
Which  report  was  concurred  in. 
On  lootion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock, 

3  o'clock,  p,  Kp 

The  Senate  proceeded  with  the  orders* 

The  Senate,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  encoorage  and  facilitate  in- 
ternal improvements,  and  to  authorize  and  regulate  partnerships  for 
Ihat  purpose. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their 
chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amendments,  and 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereofl 

Which  report  was  concarred  in. 

Ordered  that  said  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  to-mor* 
row. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  prescribe  an  Equal  and 
Uniform  mode  of  Taxation,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their 
Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate,  with  amendments, 
^nd  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  that  said  bill  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow. 

pn  motion,  thp  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


Thubsday,  December  16,  1847, 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read, 
nmended  and  approved. 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  Fairbanks,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to 
Mr.  Sanderson  for  a  few  days. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Avery  introduced  a  bill  to  pro^ 
vide  for  the  sale  of  the  sia^teenth  sections  granted  by  Congress  to  the 
State  for  the  support  of  Public  Schools,  ai^d  for  consolidating  the 
School  Fund ; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Sanderson  presented  the  petition  of  Major  General  Jas.  G. 
Cooper,  relative  to  certain  alterations  of  the  Constitution  ; 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Militia,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  amending  the  Constitution  in  the  point 
suggested  in  the  petition. 

Mr.  Tracey,  from  the  Committee  on  Militia,  presented  the  follow* 
ing  Report : 
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The  Committee  on  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitton  of 
sundry  officers  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Florida  Cavalry,  praying  the 
repeal  of  the  present  law  prescribing  the  system  of  discipline  and 
drill  of  the  Regular  Cavalry  of  the  United  States,  as  the  guide  and 
AjBtem  of  the  Cavalry  of  this  State,  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
/luleration,  and  adc  leave  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT; 

That  they  do  not,  for  s^eral  reasons,  think  it  advisable  to  change 
th^  drill  of  the  Militia  of  the  State.  But  a  few  of  the  officers  of  the 
Regiment  have  sought  the  alteration  by  signing  the  petition,  and 
jour  Committee  have  no  means  of  knowing  the  wishes  of  the  others. 
Again,  should  the  troops  of  the  State  be  called  to  act  in  concert  with 
(he  Regular  Army  of  the  United  States,  it  would  be  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  have  but  one  system  of  drill  and  discipline.  For 
these  reasons  they  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  recommend  any  change 
in  the  present  law  on  the  subjects 

Ail  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E:  D.  TRACEY,  Chairman, 
H.  H.  WALKER. 

Which  Report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Tracey,  from  the  Committee  on  Militia,  presented  the  follow- 
log  report : 

The  Committee  on  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communica* 
tjon  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  in  relation  to  the  safe  keep* 
ing  of  the  Public  Arms  and  the  compensation  of  the  Quarter  Master 
General,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to 
make  the  following 

REPORT: 

They  believe  that,  with  some  few  additional  securities,  the  build- 
ing where  the  arms  are  now  kept  would  be  a  safe  depository  for 
them,  and  recommend  that  it  be  contracted  for,  and  the  necessary  al- 
terations made  to  render  them  secure. 

They  would  also  recommend  that  the  arms  belonging  to  the  State, 
now  lying  at  Apalachicola,  be  brought  hither,  and  deposited  with 
the  others. 

They  believe  it  wrong  to  exact  the  present  onerous  duties  of  the 
Quarter  Master  General,  without  rendering  him  a  fair  compensa- 
tion for  his  services.  The  care  of  the  public  arms  devolves  upon 
him,  and  is  a  laborious  and  troublesome  one.  They  are  of  opinion 
that  he  ought  to  receive  a  salary  of  at  least  200  dollars  per  annum. 

Entertaining  these  views,  they  herewith  report  bills  to  effect  the 
same,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration  of  the 
subject.  E.  D.  TRACEY,  Chairman. 

H.  H.  WALKER. 

Which  was  laid  upon  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Burritt,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  presented^the  following 
leport  ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«6 

The  Committee  OB  the  Judiciarj,  who  were  iostructed  fo1>riog1a 
4  biU  80  amending  the  law  of  Elections,  as  to  have  the  State  Offi- 
•cers,  and  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  elected  upon  the 
same  day,  ask  leave  to  report  the  accompanying  bill,  and  to  ask  the 

•concurrence  of  the  Senate  therein.  

S.  L.  fiURRIIT,  Chairman. 

Which  Report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Brett,  from  a  Select  Committee,  presented  the  following  re« 
f>ort:  % 

The  Select  Committee,  to  which  was  rrferrei  a  full  .to  define  the 
boundary  of  Jackson  county,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  from  all  the  information  they  can  obtain,  Ihe  bill  ought  to 
pass  without  any  further  amendment.  To  Itrice  the  district  of  coun- 
try asked  for  by  the  Senator  from  Washington,  would  carry  the 
'eastern  boundary  of  that  county  to  within  eleven  miles  of  the  county 
seat  of  Jackson  coua^.  It  would  disturb  the  boundary  of  the  latter 
«county  as  it  existed  €rom  1838,  until  the  last  session  of  the  General 
Assembly.  That,  jadging  from  the  representations  of  the  members 
from  that  county  in  both  branches  of  the  present  Assembly,  the  pee* 
pie  of  that  county,  «s  well  as  those  living  within  the  line  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  Washington,  are  opposed  to  any  change  of  the 
boundary  of  Jackson,  as  it  previously  existed. '  And  inasmuch  as 
-the  present  bill  only  purposes  to  define  its  boundaiy,  and  claims  no 
territory  from  the  other  county,  we  conceive  it  would  be  but  an  act 
-of  justice  to  pass  it.  JOHN  BRETT,  Chairman. 

Which  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
isentatives,  and  read.: 

HonsB  OF  REPSESBiorAJnvEs,  Dec.  16, 1647. 
HonorMe  Preddeniof  the  Senates 

SiK :  Enclosed  are  the  documents  upon  which  is  founded  the  **  Res- 
-olution  in  relation  to  the  commissioning  by  the  Governor  of  Justicee 
^f  the  Peace  to  fill  certain  vacancies,''  and  which  were  overlooked 
Ml  the  transmission  te  the  Senate  of  said  resolution. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 

Th6  documents  accompanying  said  message  were  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  prescribe  an  equal  and  uniform  mode 
•of  taxation,,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a 
^Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Tracey  in  the  Chair. 

A.fier  some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their 
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dhinimit  reported  Ifie  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amendmenti,  and^ 
•f  ked  to  be  diacharged  from  the  further  coiuideratioQ  thereofl 

Which  report  was  concurred  in* 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  postpone  said  bill  indefinitely. 

Which  motion  was  lost*- 

On  the  question  to  engross  said  b91  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow,. 
Ae  yeas  and  nays  were  <^ied  for  by  Messrs.  Lorrimer  and  Walker, 
and  were: 

Teas-^Mr.  Piesident,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Fairbanks,  McMil^ 
kn,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Traeey — 8. 

Nays^^Messrsr  Austin,  Costin,  Floyd,  Lorrimer,  Moseley,  Walker, 
Watts— 7, 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-mor^ 
tow* 

Engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  encourage  and  facilitate 
kitemal  improvement^  and  to  authorize  and  regulate  partnerships- 
lor  that  purpose^. 

Was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after  "  own,"  in  line^ 
d,  of  section  13^  the  words,  **  or  an  interest  in.'' 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  the  question,  *'  ^all  the  bill  pass  ?''  the  yeas  and  nays  were : 

Teas— -Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Costin,  FairbankSr 
McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Traeey,  Watts-*-!  1. 

Nays — Messrs.  Austin,  Floyd,  Lorrimer,  Smith,  Walker — 5. 

So  the  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

O^fdered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House* 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  enforce  the  pavment  of  taxes^ 
assessed,  and  to  be  assessed,  against  all  institutions  claiming  corpor-- 
ate  privileges  in  this  Slate, 

Was  read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the  question,  '*  shall  the  bill  pass  V*' 
Ae  yeas  and  nays  were : 

Teas-*-Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Costin,  Fairbanks^. 
Floyd,  Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Sanderson,  Smith)  Tabor,  Tra-- 
eey.  Walker,  Watts— 15. 

my — Mr.  Burritt— 1. 

So  the  bill^  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

<hi  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock.- 

3  o'CLOOKf  F.   K. 

The  Senate  proeeeded  with  the  Orders  of  the  day. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  forthe^ 
sale  of  lands  granted  to  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  Internal  Im-- 
provement, 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Engross^  bill  entitled.  An  Act  in  relation  to  fines  atid  forfeituresr 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  ShaU  the  bill  pasi  f 
tie  yeas  and  nays  were  :- 
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iTeas — Mr.  President,  Meisrs,  Aveiy,  Co6tiii|  McMillan,  Mo6€r<f 
ley,  Priest,  Tracej,  Walker— 8. 

Nay^-Mr.  Austin — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  the  ^ipenses  of  Flori* 
<fa  Volunteers  previous  to  being  mustered  Into  iht  United  States 
aervice. 

Were  read  a  third  time  and  passed 

Resolution  relative  to  the  election  of  Register  of  Public  Lands 
and  other  officers  on  Tuesday  next, 

Was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr,  Burritt  moved  to  lay  said  resolution  upon  the  table. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd 
and  Walker^  and  were  : 

f  eafr^lVir.  President,  Messrs.  Austin,  Burritt,  McMillan,  Sander*' 
son,  Tracey — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Avery,  Costin,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest,  Smith, 
Tabor,  Walker— 8. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  to  postpone  said  resolution  indefinitely. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Austin 
and  Walker  and  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Aveiy,  Burritt,  Costin-,  f  loyd,  Mc^ 
Millan,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Walkei^— 9. 

Nays — Messrs.  Austin,  Moseley,  Priest,  S^anderson,  Smith — 5. 

So  said  resolution  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  organize  the  county  of  Holmes, 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Sanderson  ofiTered  the  following  amendment : 

Add  at  the  end  of  the  section — Provided^  That  the  said  coun* 
fy  shall  not  be  entitled  to  a  Representative,  until,  by  the  census,  it 
shall  appear  that  the  two  counties  from  which  this  said  county  shall 
be  taken  shall  have  the  requisite  number,  under  the  provision  of  the 
apportionment  law  remaining  in  said  counties  afler  the  said  county 
of  Holmes  shall  be  taken  therefrom. 

Which  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  placed  among  the  orders  for 
fo-morrow. 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
Public  Arms  of  this  State, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  establish  the  salary  of  the  Quarter 
Master  General, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

.  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  time  of  holding  elec-^ 
lions,  and  for  holding  the  regular  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly,* 
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.  Wai  read  the  firit  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-Qio>V 
iow. 

The  followiDg  communication  from  the  Register  of  Public  Landtf 
was  received,  and  read  : 

Offics  or  Reoistkb  or  Pubuc  Latviw,  i 
TallahasMe,  Dec.  19,  1847.      ( 

SfB : — ^I  have  received  a  copy  of  a  Resolution,  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate, calling  on  me  for  information  relative  to  the  school  lands. 

Believing  that  I  can  impart  the  inforrbiation  d&sired  more  satisfac- 
iorily  otherwise  than  by  answering  the  ibterrogatories  simply  as  they 
are  propounded,  I  shall  reply  accordidgly.  And  as  well  to  justify  my 
apparent  deviations  from  the  course  indicated  fn  the  resolution,  as  to 
make  the  whole  matter  intelligible,,!  shall  give  an  extract  from  the 
Act  of  Congress  of  May  20th,  182d',  and  refer  to  the  Act  of  15th 
June,  1844,  making  provision  for  the  support  of  schools. 
JSstiraclfnm  Act  of  1826. 

**  For  eacT)  township  or  fractional  township,  containing  a  greater 
Quantity  of  land  than  three  quarters  of  an  entire  township  cf  land^ 
(that  is  to  say  more  than  17,280  acres,)  one  section  is  to  be  reserved.; 

For  each  fractional  township,  containing  a  greater  quantity  of  land 
than  one  half  and  not  more  than  three  quatters  of  d  township^  (that 
is  to  say,  more  than  11,520  acres,  and  letfs  than  17,280  acres,)  three 
quarters  of  d  section  are  to  be  reserved. 

For  each  fractional  township  containing  a  greater  ^entity  of  lan^ 
than  one  quarter^  and  not  more  than  one  half  of  a  township,  (that  is 
to  say,  more  than  5,760  acres  and  not  more  than  11,520  acres,)  a 
half  section  is  to  be  reserved. 

For  each  fractional  township  containing  a  greater  quantity  of  ]an(^ 
than  one  entire  section^  and  not  more  than  one  quarter  of  a  toumship^ 
(that  is  to  say,  more  than  640  acres,  and  not  more  than  5760  acres,) 
tme  quarter  section  is  to  be  reserved. 

The  act  of  15th  June,  1844,  provides  that  when  16th  sections  are 
covered  **  either  in  whole,  or  in  part,  by  confirmed  or  valid  private 
claims,  other  lands  may  be  selected  in  lieu  thereof." 

By  a  construction  put  upon  these  acts  by  the  Land  Bureau  tii  Wasfc^^, 
ington,  this  State  is  precluded  from  selecting  other  lands  in  lieu  of 
16th  sections  embraced  in  the  Arredondo  Grant,  and  the  Forbes  pur* 
chase.  This  construction,  being  incompatible  with  the  uninstructed 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1844,  ft  is  impossible  to  conceive  on  what  it 
is  based.  The  effect  of  the  decision,  however,  whioh  is  detrimen- 
tal to  Florida,  can  be  obviated  only  by  aii  act  of  Congre^  declarator 
ry  of  the  meaning  and  intent  of  the  act  of  1844. 

Computing  the  quantify  of  school  lands  to  which  this  State  is  enti- 
fled  according  to  the  said  acts,  and  decision,  in  those  portions  of  the 
State,  the  surveys  of  which  have  been  approved  and  placed  in  the 
tUstrict  land  offices,  (in  such  only  can  selections  bo  made,)  the  follow- 
ing is  the  result. 

The  whole  number  of  townships,  including  those  which  aro  frac- 
12 
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tions ;  and  there  are  183  in  which  the  16th  sections  are  deficient^' 
0ome  wholly,  others  partly. 

The  aggregate  quantity  to  which  these  deficient  townships  are' 
entitled  under  the  act  of  1826,  is,  57,548  17^100  acres.  They  have 
16,811  6-100  acres,  and  want  40,737  11  to  fill  their  compliments. 

Within  the  unsutveyed  parts  of  Florida  there  are  about  700  town* 
ships  in  which  the  State  is  entitled  to  school  lands.  Without  in*' 
specting  these  lands,  it  is  impossibhe  to  say,  with  any  degree  of  ac- 
curacy,  how  many  are  "  wdtides^f**  and  as  statistical  information' 
▼aguely  derived  is  not  only  useless,  but  often  mischievous,  I 'roust  re- 
frain from  making  a  statement  founded  on  uncertain  rumor. 

In  my  late  annual  report  I  adverted  to  the  difTitulty  of  selecting' 
proper  agents  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  1846.  Subsequent  to 
the  time  fixed  by  said  act  when  the  doty  of  making  appointments' 
should  devolve  on  the  Register,  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to 
discharge  such  duty  beneficially,  without  totally  neglecting. more  ur- 
gent business.  And  for  the  same  reason  I  have  net  been  able  to  ac- 
quire any  definite  information,  in  regard  to  the  school  lands  hereto*' 
fore  appropriated. 

If  the  Legislature  should  adopt  my  suggestions  relative  to  the  dec* 
iion  of  agents,  all  the  information  now  wanting,  and  much  more,  may^ 
be  obtained.  But  if  that  suggestion  should  be  acted  on,  it  would  be 
advisable  to  provide  for  the  early  appointment  of  such  agents  to  act 
until  the  period  prescribed  for  the  regular  election. 
L  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BEARD, 
Register  of  Public  Lands. 

To  the  Hon.  D.  ff.  JVTLbais 

President  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to«.nx>rrow,  10  o'clock. 


Fbibj.'v,  Deceniber  17,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  that  the  Judiciair  Committee  be  instructed 
to  report  a  bill  declaring  the  burning  of  Court  Houses  and  other 
public  buildings,  felony,  and  to  provide  for  their  punishment,  and  to 
prevent  the  uttering  of  counterfeit  money  in  this  State  ; 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Committee  instructed. 

Sorsuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Floyd  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
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•tiOed,  Aq  Act  to  make  permanent  (he  Judgeship  of  the  Southeni 
Judicial  Circuit, 

Which  was  read  the  first  time^  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Watts  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled.  An  Act  concerning  Attachments  in  this  States 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  act 
regulating  the  Statute  of  Limitations. 

Mr.  Tabor,  fi'om  the  Committee  on  Amendments  and  Revbion  of 
the  Constitution,  presented  the  following  report : 

The  > Committee  on  Amendments  and  Revision  of  the  Con^tu* 
tion,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  the  12th 
clatwe  of  the  5th  article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  so  that  the 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of 
fSix  years  instead  of  danng  good  behavior,  have  instructed  me  to 

HEPORTj 

That  the  Committee  has  given  the  subject  referred  to  it  that  ma* 
ture  and  earnest  consideration  which  its  importance  demands.  The 
Committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  would  urge  upon 
the  General  Assembly  the  necessity  of  action  upon  the  subject  at 
this  session,  for  the  reason,  that  if  its  consideration  should  be  post-  ' 
poned  to  another  year,  the  amendments  proposed  could  not  be  adopt- 
ed under  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution,  until  an  election  will 
have  been  had  of  those  officers  to  hold  during  good  behavior.  Such 
a  state  of  things  would  present  difficulties  which  may  be  obviated  by 
the  prompt  action  of  this  General  Assembly.  To  those  who  object 
to  the  amendments  on  the  ground  that  they  are»not  advised  as  |o 
4he  wishes  of  the  people  on  the  subject,  the  Committee  would  s^y 
that  by  adopting  the  amendments  proposed,  the  whole  matter  would 
be  submitted  to  the  people,  andtheirwiUwould.be  expressed  by 
the  Representatives  whom  they  send  to  the  neit.session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

All  which  is  respec  fully  wiubmitted. 

W.  TABOR,  Chairman. 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  a  Joint  Select  Committee,  presented  the 
following  report  : 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  appointed  to  report  what  disposition 
should  be  made  of  the  alterations  to  the  Constitution  of  this  State, 
agreed  to  at  the  present  session — 

REPORT: 

That  they  recommend  that  the  engrossed  bills  passed  by  each  House 
M^  examined  and  compared  wlthtbe  original  enrolled  bills  signed  by 
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fhe  Dfficert  of  (Ift/s  t^o  Houses  at  the  last  session,  by  the  respe^ire 
enrolling  committees,  acting  jointly,  aqd  that  after  suph  examinatioii 

Jnd  tb<s  report  of  the  same,  that  the  respective  officers  of  the  twq 
louses  certify  upoQ  the  original  enrolled  bills  of  the  last  sessioi^ 
ytforesaid,  that  **  the  within  alterations  have  been  agreed  to  by  two 
thirds  of  each  House  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  th^  present  session, 
fiiid  In  the  manner  prescribed  and  iu  coi^formity  to  the  provisions  of 
Art.  14,  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State." 

Q.R.  FAIRBANKS, 

Chairinan  Senate  Committee. 
^HOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 

Chainpan  House  Committee. 
Which  report  WM  fepeived  %nd  concurred  in. 
The  following  message  fW)n9  the  House  of  Reprpsentativef  ii^ras 
l^ceired  and  reii4 : 

Hou^  OF  RspiussiiNTA'^Tss,  Dcp*  15th,  1647. 
Hon.  President  of  Vie  Senate ; 

SiK : — ^The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  a  House  bill 
entitled,  An  Act  to  regulate  the  Pilotage  of  the  Bar  pf  the  River  St. 
Jobi|s,  have  been  concurred  in  by  the  Hoqse. 
Veiy  respectfully, 

W.  ^.  LANCASTER, 
pierk  Ho^se  of  Representatives. 

ORDERS  QF  THE  DAY. 

Bill  tQ  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  time  of  holding  E^ 
Sections,  iind  for  holding  the  regular  session  of  the  General  Assembly, 

Was  placed  among  the  orders  for  tO"n)orrow,  i^nd  75  copies  or: 
^ered  to  be  printed. 

Bill  to  bf)  entitled.  An  Act  tq  establish  the  salary  of  the  Quarter 
Master  G^ner^l  of  the  Stale, 

Was  read  a  ^cond  time,  and  ordered  tq  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-mqrrqw. 

The  report  qf  the  Committee  on  Mijltia,  relative  to  the  Public 
Arms  of  the  Qt^te,  which  was  yesterday  laid  qpon  the  table,  and 
placed  among  the  Orders  of  to.di^y,  was  read  and  received. 
'   On  the  questiqfi  of  concurring  in  said  feport,  the  yeas  and  nayi 
were  called  fof  by  Messrs.  Tracey  and  Floyd,  and  were  : 

Yeas — IWr.  f^resident,  Afessrs.  Ave^ry,  Austin,  Costin,  Fairbanks, 
*  Floyd,  Lorrimer,  ]\f oseley,  Priest,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Walker — 12. 

Nays— rMessrs.  Burriit,  McMillaq,  Watts — 3. 

So  the  report  was  concurred  in. 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
Public  Arms  of  this  State, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to.morrow. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  organize  the  county  of  Holmes, 

Was  laid  upon  the  table. 

pill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  atnend  the  12th  clause  of  the  5tl^ 
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^icle  of  the  Constilotioii  of  this  State,  ip  that  tha  Jodgei  of  the 
jCircait  Courtf,  shall  hold  their  offices  for  a  term  pt  six  years  Insteax) 
/oTduriog  good  behaviory 

Was  pli^ced  among  the  orders  for  to*morrow. 

On  motioiiy  the  Senate  took  a  recess  antil  3  o'clock. 


3  o'clock,  p.  X. 

Engrossed  hill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  prescribe  an  equal  and  uni- 
^nn  mode  of  t;ixatipn,  and  for  other  purposes- 
Was  read  a  third  tinse* 

Mr.  Austin  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  Mr. 
Brett  to  receire  his  jrote  and  record  it. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  cdled  for  by  Messrs.  Moseley 
and  Walker,  and  were-s- 

Teas — Mr.  President,  Afessrs.  Austin,  Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Tabor, 
Walker,  Watts— 7. 

Nays — Messrs.  Avery,  Purritt,  Costen,  Fairbanks,  Moseley,  Priest, 
^mith,  Traccyr-3r8. 

So  the  Senate  refgsed. 

Messrs.  Austin  and  Wajker  demanded  a  call  of  the  Senate,  wheror 
upon,  there  were  presentr-^ 

Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks, 
Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabpr,  Tracey,  Walker, 
WaUs. 

Mr.  Tracey  nyoved  that  the  absentees  be  noted  upon  the  Journal  \ 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Austin  moved  tP  send  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  after  the  absent 
^embers ; 

Which  motion  w^s  lost. 

On  the  Question,  Sh^ll  the  bill  pass  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  jPresident,  Messrs.  Avery,  BurriU,  Costin,  Fairbanks, 
McMillan,  Moseley,  Pr^st,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey — 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Austin,  Lorrimer,  Walker,  Watls^. 

So  the  bill  passed,    TMle  as  stated. 

Ordered  tha^  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

The  rule  being  i^aived;  Mr.  Lorrimer  moved  that  Mr.  Walker 
have  leave  of  absence  URtil  Afonday  next, 

Which  was  srapted. 

House  Resolution,  e^pr^&ssive  of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Randall, 
Brockenbrough  and  Baker,  Examiners  of  Thompson's  Digest, 

Was  read  the  Qrst  time,  ^nd  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to- 
morrow. 

Bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  Sixteenth  Sections  granted  by 
Congress  to  the  State  fqjp  the  supppr^  pf  Public  Schools,  and  for 
consolidating  the  School  Fun^,  ^ 

Was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Aveiji 
Parrittand  Fairbanks. 
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The  rule  being  waifed,  Mr*  Tracej,  from  the  Committee  on  Bfi- 
Jitia,  wai  allowed  to  present  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Militia*  to  whom  waa  referred  the  petl. 
lion  of  Major  General  James  G.  Cooper,  relative  to  certain  altera- 
tions in  the  Constitution,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
ask  leave  to 

REPORT; 

That  thej  fully  concur  with  the  views  of  the  petitioners,  and  be. 
•lieve  the  proposed  amendment  would  prove  highly  beneficial  to  the 
Militia.  They  therefore  submit  the  following  bill,  and  ask  to  be 
discharged  from  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

E.  D.  TRACEY,  Chairman, 
H.  H.  WALKER. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  accompanying 
the  same  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  te- 
morrow. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  01  o'clock. 


Monday,  December  20,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  proceedings  of  Friday  were  read 
and  approved. 

Mr.  Avery  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  organize 
the  office  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  of  the  State  of  Florida, 
approved  July  23, 1845. 

The  following  was  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  Journal : 

The  Senator  from  the  Idth  district,  Mr.  Burritt,  avails  himself  of 
«  constitutional  pilvilege,  and  respectfully  submits  to  the  Senate  the 
reasons  for  bis  dlsseut  from  a  bill  passed  in  the  Senate  on  the  16th 
instant,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  enforce  the  payment  of  taxes  assessed, 
or  to  be  assessed,  against  all  institutions  claiming  corporate  privile- 
ges in  this  State." 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  is  deemed  objectionable.  It  provides 
that  corporations  in  the  State  who  are  or  shall  hereafter  be  in  arrears 
for  taxes,  shall  not,  while  such  taxes  are  unpaid,  institute  any  suit, 
or  proceed  in  any  already  iiistituted,  or  have  the  aid  of  any  writ  or 
process  of  the  State  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

The  section,  therefore,  it  will  be  seen,  provides  for  suspending 
important  functions,  which  are  supposed  to  be  conferred  by  the  char- 
jter  of  incorporation.  If  the  power  to  do  this  resides  any  where,  it  is 
In  the  judicial  department  of  the  government,  and  not  in  the  legisla- 
tive ;  and  whether  it  can  be  done  at  all,  depends  altogether  upon  the 
Charter  itself.    If  by  the  chatter  it  cqn  be  do^e^  no  legislation  is  n^ 
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ceMtrj.     If  by  tbe  charier  it  cannot  be  done,  thf  a  tbere  is  no  pow> 
er  in  the  Legislature  or  in  the  Courts  to  effect  that  object. 

Every  charter  of  incorporation  is  a  contract  between  the  State  on 
the  one  hand,  and  those  who  apply  for  or  accept  it,  on  the  other. — 
When  once  made,  it  must  be  observed  by  both  parties  to  it ;  and  if 
either  complains  of  any  infraction,  Courts  must  decide  between  them 
— and  the  contract  must  speak  for  itself,  and  the  conduct  of  parties 
roust  be  judged  of  in  reference  to  U,  Neither  party  can  change,  al- 
ter, or  impair  it  without  the  consent  of  the  other.  This  is  the  doc* 
trine  of  all  Republican  Constitutions :  that  the  State  shall  pass  no 
law  impairing  the  obligation  df  contracts.  Now,  any  incorporated 
company  of  this  State  which  refuses  to  pay  its  taxes,  unless  exempt- 
ed  therefrom  by  its  charter, .  violates  its  contract  with  the  State,  and 
thereby  releases  the  State  frem  Its  engagement  with  the  corporation. 
If  this  section,  then,  declares  no  more  than  what  is  already  found  in 
or  deduced  from  the  charter,  of  what  utility  is  it  ?  It  is  but  a  work 
of  supererogation.  If,  from  a  fair  interpretation  of  the  charter,  no 
such  consequences  shindd  flow  from  refusing  to  pay  taxes,  where 
does  the  State,  as  being  one  of  the  parties  only  to  the  contract,  de- 
five  her  power  to  add  any  thing  to  that  contract,  by  declaring  that 
such  consequences  shM  flow  from  such  refusal  ? 

The  State  may  adopt  means  to  enforce  the  fulfiUmeni  of  the  con- 
tract on  the  part  of  the  incorporation  as  it  already  exists :  and  this 
she  should  do :  but  she  cannot,  by  any  act  of  hers,  in  4ny  \«ray  im- 
pair that  contract.  And  if  the  State  would  enforce  her  rights,  by 
attempting  to  resume  any  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  incor-' 
poration,  she  must  do  it  through  her  Courts.  The  remedy  is  not  in 
farther  legislation,  but  by  putting  in  force  the  legislation  already  ex- 
isting in  the  charter — the  law  of  the  contract,  by  an  appeal  to  the 
judicial  tribunals  of  the  country. 

No  defence  or  justification  is  desired  to  be  set  up  for  any  incorpor- 
ated company  of  this  State  that  resists  the  payment  of  taxes  properly 
ehargable  against  iL  The  payment  should  be  enforced,  and  in  every 
such  case  power  is  abundantly  found,  either  expressly  or  by  necessa- 
ry implication  in  the  charter,  to  suspend  its  functions  partially  or  to-- 
tally,  till  it  complies.  As  Courts  only  can  decree  the  entire  forfeit- 
ure of  a  charter,  so  can  they  only  decree  the  forfeiture  of  any  partic- 
lar  rights  or  powers  contained  in  such  charterr 

The  section  under  consideration,  assumes  of  course,  that  there  are 
acts  of  incorporation,  where  a  forfeiture  would- not  follow  from  a  vi- 
olation of  its  provisions.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  and  it  is  believed,  that 
none  such  exist  in  this  State.  If  they  do,  legislation- can  aflbrd  no 
remedy.  U  (hey  do  not,  then  tEe  Courts  of  justice  are  open  to  en- 
force the  penalty,  and  should  be  resorted  to,  precisely  as  they  must 
necessarily  be  under  the  law  just  passed  in  the  Senate,  if  it  shall  be 
deemed  of  force  and  validity.  This  law  and  the  charter  will  go  be- 
fore the  Court  together.  If  the  charter  is  sufficient,  this  law  is  not 
Jiecessary.  If  the  charter  is  not  sufficient,  this  law  cannot  supplji 
Ihe  deficiency. 
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U  any  \n66r^TAed  institution  in  tnis  State  neglecb  or  refdtes  to 
pay  taxes  justly  iissessed,  it  should  be  forthwith  prosecuted,  for  this  Is 
the  only  mode  by  which  collections  caW  be  made  or  a  forfeiture  en-; 
forced,  unless  a  right  is  reserved  in  th^  <^harter  to  devise  or  adopt 
some  other  thodb.  S.  L.  BURRITT* 

Mr.  Fairbanks  gave  notice  that  he  "would,  at  some  future  day,  ask' 
leave  to  intrbduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  ^  act  to  amend  the  act  rela- 
tive to  Elections. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  presented  the  following  reiiolutions; 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  ^epj^eniqiives  of  the  Stated 
of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened^  That  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  determined  how  the  powers  dellegated  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government  shall  be  appointed,  distributed  and  exercised,  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  Union,  and  to  protect  the  peculiar  interests 
of  the  respective  members  thereof:  That  the  ratio  adopted  by  the. 
framers  of  the  Constitution  as  the  basis  and  r61e  of  apportionment  of 
political  power  among  the  several  States,  to  be  exercised  through 
the  Federal  Government,  was  intended  not  nferely  as  a  temporary 
safeguard  for  6ne  class  of  States,  against  the  combinations  of  onotAer 
class,  co-existing  when  that  instrument  was /rained^  but  as  means  of 
defence,  which  like  the  other  stipulations  pf  the, compact,  should  be 
preserved  inviolate  during  the  existence  of  the  Union. 

Be  itfttrther  Resolved  That  any  and  e^er^  attenipt,  otherwise  than 
by  an  alteration  of  the  Constitution,  to  defesft  or  irnpair  the  opera- 
tion of  the  rule  referred  to,  is  a  violation  alike  of  the  spirit  of  that 
instrument,  and  of  the  laws  ofgoodfaithy  on  the  part'  of  those  mak- 
ing such  atteftipt. 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  Wilmot  I^roviso,  (so  called,) 
which  seeks  to  prevent  the  increase  of  one  cliCss  of  States  by  impos- 
ing  prohibitions  Unauthorized  by  the  Constituftion,  and  subversive  of 
the  conservative  principles  without  which  a  portion  of  the  original 
States  would  not  have  assented  to  the  Constitution,  evinces  on  the 
part  of  the  advocates  and  supporters  of  safd  **  Proviso,"  a  spirit  hos- 
tile to  the  compromises  of  the  compact,  reckless  of  the  repose,  har- 
mony and  permanence  of  the  Union,  particularly  dangerous,  and 
grossly  offensive  and  insulting  to  the  Southern  portion  of  the  Re- 
public, and  tending,  unless  suppressed  by  those  who  alone  can  con- 
trol  it,  to  the  inevitable  dissolution  of  the  confederacy,  and  separa- 
tion of  the  ^tateiS. 

Be  it  further  Resdlved,  That  though  one  of  the  youngest  members, 
Florida  is  n6t  the  least  attached  to  the  Union.  But  participating  in 
Its  glory  and  its  fame — partaking  of  the  blessings  which  it  secures, 
ana  ahxibus  to  perpetuate  them,  she  will  not  bestow  her  confidence 
6n  men  who  advocate,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  a  course  of  poli- 
cy or  measure,  which,  like  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  ihreatens  to  sunder 
those  ties  which  should  bind  the  States  indissolubly. 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  re- 
spectfully requested,  to  cause  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions  to  be  trans- 
Aiilted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the 
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S^ate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representativef,  to  the  8€ni^ 
tore  and  Representatire  of  this  Stale  in  Congress,  and  to  the  Gofer* 
non  of  the  respective  States. 

Which  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
io-morrow. 

Mr.  Burritt,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  presented  the  fol* 
lowing  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  who  were  instructed  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  declare  the  burning  of  Court  Houses  and  other  public 
buildings  felony,  and  to  provide  for  their  punishment,  ask  leave  to 
REPORT  the  accompanying  bill.  As  to  so  much  of  the  duty  where* 
with  the  Committee  are  charged  as  requires  them  to  report  a  bill  to 
prevent  the  uttering  of  counterfeit  money,  they  ask  leave  to  say,  that 
they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  are  of  opinion 
that  the  same  is  sufficiently  provided  for^  in  the  8th  and  9th  sectioos 
of  the  act  of  the  10th  February,  1832,  entitled,  An  Act  relating  to 
Crimes  and  Misdemeanors — and  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate,  dzc.  S.  L.  BURRITf,  Chairman. 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing  report : 

The  undersigned,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  certain  Resolutions  relative  to  the  election  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  October  last,  begs  leave  respectfully  to 

REPORT: 

That  a  doubt  as  to  the  legality  of  the  elections  held  in  Octobei< 
last,  seems  to  have  arisen  from  the  supposed  conflict  of  the  Territo- 
rial  law  of  7th  of  March,  1845,  and  26th  July,  1845.  The  first  of 
these  laws  provides  for  a  districting  of  the  counties,  and  the  election 
of  Justices  of  the  Peace  during  the  month  of  May,  1845,  and  that  the 
second  election  should  take  place  on  the  first  Monday  of  May,  1847, 
and  every  two  years  thereafter ;  and  the  Justices  shall  hold  their  re- 
spective offices  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  until  their  successors 
be  elected  and  commissioned.  Provided,  that  those  elected  at  the 
first  election  should  hold  their  offices  until  thoise  elected  at  the  se- 
cond election  should  be  commissioned.  This  act  consists  of  several 
lections.  The  act  of  July  26th  contains  but  two  sections,*  tire  first 
of  which  only  relates  to  the  election  of  Justicess  of  the  Peace,  and  is 
as  follows  :  **That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Judge  of  ProbaAs,  or  s 
quorum  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  to  order  an  election' 
for  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  various  districts  of  their  respective 
counties,  on  the  first  Monday  of  October  next,  subject  to  all  the  rules 
and  regulations  contained  in  an  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Jus«' 
tices  of  the  Peace,  approved  March  7th,  1845,  not  inconsistent  with 
the  Constitution  of  this  State,  or  the  laws  of  the  present  session  of 
the  General  Assembly." 

It  19  contended  that,  because  the  act  of  March  7th,  1845,  pre«r 
Id 
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tcribes  ttiat  tKe  second  election  should  be  held  on  the  first  Itfbndaf 
of  May,  1847,  that  therefore  that  is  one  of  the  rules  and  regulations 
adopted.  But  this  law  prescribes  a  general  election  for  all  Justices' 
of  the  Peace,  (except  those  actually  elected  in  May,  1845,)  to  be 
held  on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  1845^  and  the  law  of  March  7th 
prescribes  that  the  Justices  elected  under  it,  shall  be  elected  for 
two  years.  Now  it  is  evident  that  if  an  election  was  to  be  held  in 
May,  1847,  those  elected  in  October,  1845,  would  hold  their  offices 
for  butet^^^^een  months^  instead  of  two  years,  as^  expressly  provided 
for  by  the  act  of  March  7th,  1847,  and  which  provision^  is  of  equal 
obligation  or  greater  than  any  one  merely  directory  a»  to  the  time. 

But  if  the  election  in  October  was  not  intended  as  the  regular 
period  of  the  election  for  Justices  of  the  Peace,  why  should^the  com- 
mission of  the  Governor  have  been  required  to  nominate  tfiem-?  and 
why  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  Legislature  could  have  required  an 
election  to  be  held  for  Justices  of  the  Peace,  whose  terms  of  office' 
was  fixed  by  law  at  two  years,  at  a  period  when  they  could  hold  their 
offices  but  a  year  and  a  half?  and  what  reason  is  there  to  suppose- 
that  the  Legislature,  having  changed  and  required  all  other  elections 
to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  should  have  desired  to 
have  called  out  the  people  of  the  State  at  a  difierenl  period  of  the^ 
year,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  electing  these  Judges  7  Every  conside- 
ration of  reason  and  expediency,  seems  to  the  undersigned  against 
the  idea  that  the  Legislature,  by  the  act  of  July,  1845,  intended  to 
xetain-  the  election  in  May.  And  in  the  construction  of  statutes, 
where  any  doubt  exists,  we  are  to  look  at  the  probable  intentions  and 
effect  of  the  law. 

It  was  known  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July,  1845; 
that  very  few  elections  had  taken  place  under  the  act  of  March  7th» 
1845,  and  that  consequently  the  effect  of  placing  the  election  on  the 
first  Monday  of  October,  1845,  would  be  to  elect  nearly  the  whole 
body  of  the  Justices  of  the  State,  whose  term  would  expire  at  the 
same  period  with  those  of  all  other  biennial  and  annual  officers,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  October,  1847,  whilst  no  harm  could  accrue  by 
permitting  those  few  who  had  been  actually  elected  in  May,  1845, 
to  hold  over  from  May,  1845,  to  Oct.  1847,  as  the  act  of  March  7» 
permitted. 

Many  other  satisfactory  reasons  are  presented  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Attorney  General,  of  which  time  will  not  permit  the  examina- 
tion. This  construction  of  the  law  has  been  adopted  and  sanc- 
tioned— the  elections  have  been  held  under  it — and  the  officers  elect- 
ed have  proceeded  to  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

The  adoption  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  House  would  create 
much  injury  and  dissatisfaction,  while  they  are  badly  calculated  to 
efiect  their  proposed  object.  They  propose  to  take  from  the  people 
the  election  of  these  officers,  and  to  reinvest  the  Governor  with  the 
appointing  power  until  May,  1849 — to  turn  out  the  entire  body  of 
the  magistracy,  and  to  nullify  all  their  acts ;  and  interfere  with  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•99 

T^reragatiFe  oftke  Executive  in  the  exercise  of  the  appointing  powec 
The  undersigned  recommends  that  said  resolutions  do  not  pass. 

G.  R.  FAIRBANKS. 

Which  was  received. 

Mr.  Burrit,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  presented  the  following.? 

The  members  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred certain  Resolutions  originating  in  the  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tivest  to  the  eflfectt  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
commission  suitable  persons  in  the  several  Districts  as  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  to  fill  the  vacancies  caused  by  the  omission.to  hold  elections  on 
the  first  Monday  in  May,  1847 ;  and  that  the  persons  elected  at  the 
last  October  election,  ^although  the  same  was  erroneously  held,) 
should  be  by  his  Excellency  considered  fit  and  suitable  for  that  pur- 
pose,  entertaining  different  views  on  the  subject,  the  undersigned  one 
of  the  members  of  that  committee,  respectfully  submits  to  the  Senate 
4he  following : 

That  the  act  oC  March  7, 1845,  providing  that  on  the  first  Monday 
jn  May,  1847,  and  every  two  years  thereafter,  elections  should  be 
held  for  Justices  of  the  Peace,  is  naw  the  law  ef  this  State. 

It  is  believed  that  no  subsequent  act  has  repealed  this  portion  of 
4he  act  of  March  7,  1845.  The  act  of  July  following  seems  to  con- 
template,  that  there  were  certain  Justices  Districts  in  which  elections 
iiad  not  been  held  in  the  previous  spring,  and  it  provides  therefore  that 
for  such  Districit,  an  election  should  be  held  on  the  ensuing  first 
Monday  in  October^  and  to  guard  against  misconstruction,  this  last 
act  expressly  provides,  that  it  is  not  to  apply  to  any  Districts  in  which 
elections  had  already  been  held — ^and  in  order  that  no  inconvenience 
night  arise  to  the  people  of  the  vacant  Districts  ointil  the  October 
election,  just  provided  for,  could  be  held,  the  Governor  was  authorised 
io  commission  Justices  to  act  in  those  Districts  until  that  period. 

Now  as  the  act  of  July  expressly  declares  that  it  shall  not  apply  to 
those  Districts  in  which  Justices  bad  already  been  elected,  how  can 
it  be  said  that  it  does  apply  ?  It  is  believed  that  the  act  of  July  meant 
ie  say,  and  it  does  say  in  effect,  that  whereas  there  were  certain  Dis- 
Iricts  jn  which  Justices  ef  the  Peace  had  not  been  elected,  that  an 
election  for  those  particular  Districts  should  be  ordered  to  be  held  on 
the  ensuing  first  Monday  in  October.  It  has  no  application  whatever 
to  any  other  Districts,  and  even  as  iothese  Districts,  it  becomes  a  dead 
letter  after  the  election  in  October  had  taken  place — for  it  has  no  pro- 
vision for  an  election  in  any  other  October  than  the  one  next  ensuing 
ihat  date.  If  any  thing  is  led  to  inference^  it  is,  that  as  to  the  Jus- 
tices to  be  elected  in  tJiat  October,  they  should  hold  their  offices  until 
Ihe  election  should  take  place  in  May,  1847.  The  act  of  March 
provides  for  an  election  in  all  the  Districts  in  May,  1847 — ^and  the 
act  of  July  following  no  where  says  or  itimates  that  it  shall  not  be 
done.  The  act  of  July  provides  merely  for  a  special  election  to  fill 
vacancies.  It  was  not  to  repeal  any  act,  but  only  to  provide  for  the 
time  being  for  those  who  had  neglected  to  avail  themselves  of  the  act 
passed  in  March.    How  this  act  of  July  which  is  passed  for  and  ejE* 
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presdy  limited  to  yacant  Districts,  can  be  said  to  apply  to  other  DIs/ 
Iricts  is  not  perceived,  and  when  it  merely  provides  that  for  the  pur? 
pose  of  filling  vacant  Districts  an  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  "October  next^*^  how  it  can  be  construed  to  change  the  time 
of  holding  all  subsequent  elections,  and  to  n)ean  that  every  two  yean 
thereafter  an  election  should  be  held  all  over  the  State  for  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  is  nojt  at  all  understood.  Does  October  next,  mean  any 
Oither  October  ?  Those  who  oppose  these  views  contend  of  neces- 
sity that  October,  1845,  means  not  only  that  October,  but  October, 
1847, 1849,  1851,  and  so  on  every  second  year,  ad  inflnitun).  Why 
leap  every  other  jrear  in  this  way?  Why  not  take  ^very  October 
pA  they  occur  ? 

If  the  ajct  of  July  intended  to  have  reference  to  or  to  effect  any 
other  thaq  vacant  Districts,  why  does  it  say  that  it  shall  "  not  ap* 
fly**  to  any  others*-rand  if  intended  to  fix  the  time  for  holding  any 
other  election  th|in  that  for  the  ensuing  October,  why  does  it  not  say 
•o  ?  It  authorises  no  election  but  one  in  '*  October  next" — mnch 
less  does  it  repeal  an  act  that  authorises  them  to  be  held  in  May  in 
1847,  and  every  two  years  thereafter. 

It  is  believed  that  under  the  act  of  Dec.  ^4, 1845,  the  Governor 
has  power  to  fill  vacancies  in  Justices  Districts.  The  Constitution^ 
Article  Q,  sec.  10,  provides  that  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  be  ap- 
pointed  or  elected  in  such  n^de  and  fur  such  term  of  office,  as  the 
General  Assembfy  may  prescribe.  They  have  prescribed,  that  iq 
pertain  contingencies,  the  Governor  should  do  it. 

The  Resolutions  propose  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  should 
issue  commissions  to  those  persons  who  were  elected  as  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  May,  1847 — no  reason  is  perceived  why  he  should  not  do  it. 

Again,  they  propose,  that  where  elections  did  not  take  place  in 
May,  but  in  October  last,  the  person  so  elected  in  October,  should  be 
commissioned.  It  is  believed  that  his  Excellency  might  in  such  cases 
very  safely  regard  the  votes  given  for  those  offices  In  the  yacant  Dis- 
tricts  in  October  last  as  an  expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
^hose  Districts  in  that  behalf. 

|tis  believed  proper  and  expedient  therefore  to  adopt  the  resolutions. 

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received. 

Mr.  Burritt,  froni  the  Judiciary  Committee,  presented  the  follow- 
ing  report : 

The  ConimittejB  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled.  An  act  to  prescribe  the  fees  of  the  Attorney  General  o 
fhis  State,  ask  leaye  to        REPORT  : 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  that  they  are 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  said  bill,  and  return  it  herewith  ;  and 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  herein. 

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Tabor,  from  a  Select  Committee,  presented  the  following  re- 
pprtr 
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TbB  Select  Committee,  to  vfhom  was  referred  a  bill  entitled,  An 
jfLCi  to  define  the  boundary  of  Jackson  Covmtj,  and  to  repeal  an  act 
^herein  named,  ask  leave  to  report : 

Thattbej  have  had  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  afler  giving 
4he  subject  that  mature  deliberation  which  the  nature  of  the  case  re- 
^yire^,  hare  agreed  to  the  following  amendments  to  the  amended 
bill,  viz:  afler  the  words  Chipola  River,  thence  west  to  a  point  equl 
jdistance  in  rapge  twelve^  thence  due  North  to  tb^  dividing  line  be- 
ftween  township  four  and  five,  thence  west  on  said  line  to  the  Choc- 
lawhatchie  River.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  TABOR,  Chairman. 

Whieh  was  received,  and  placed  among  the  orders,  to  come  up 
;with  the  bill  therein  reported  on.  * 

The  following  message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  was  re- 
i;eived,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Corporations : 

Executive  Department,  } 
December  20, 1847.      ) 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  take  occasion  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  two  last  clauses  of 
the  fifth  section  of  the  Revenue  Act,  approved  24th  July,  1845.  (See 
pamphlet  laws,  1st  session,  page  22.)  The  clauses  referred  to  im- 
pose a  tax  of  20  cents  on  every  8100  loaned^  or  kept  at  interest :— r 
and  20  cents  on  every  8100  value  of  shares  of  incorporated  compa- 
nies. 

Agreeably  to  the  construction  heretofore  given  to  this  law,  these 
,taxes  are  not  equal.  The  money  lender  is  required  to  pay  a  tax  of 
20  cents  for  every  flOO  of  the  nominal  value  of  his  debt,  although 
the  borrower  be  utterly  insolvent ;  while  the  share-holder  who  has 
invested  his  money  in  a  Bank,  Rail  Road,  or  other  Corporation,  only 
pays  a  tax  upon  the  market  value  of  his  shares. 

It  is  respecfully  recommended  that  the  law  in  this  respect  be  so 
jimended,  or  explained,  that  it  may  not  impose  an  unequal  burthen 
upon  any  portion  of  tax  payers. 

Is  is  also  respectfully  submitted  whether  or  not  the  tax  upon  Bank 
Agencies  and  Insurance  Companies  may  not  be  increased,  without 
subjecting  the  General  Assembly  to  the  imputation  of  unequal  taxa^ 
tion.  Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  sta- 
ling that  the  House  had  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendnrients  propo- 
sed by  the  Senate  to  the  House  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to 
the  expenses  of  Florjda  Volunteers  previous  to  being  mustered  into 
,the  United  States  service. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  that  a  select  committee  be  appointed  by  the 
Senate,  to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House^ 
in  relation  to  said  preamble  and  resolutions. 

Which  motion  prevailed,  and  Messrs.  Avery,  Fairbanks  a^d  Ta^ 
^r  were  appointed  said  committee. 
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ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  estalish  the  salary  of  the  Quaf. 
«ter  Master  General, 

Was  read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the  question,  '^  shall  (he  bill  pass?" 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  BurrtU,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd, 
Moseley,  Priest,  Tracey,  Watts— 9. 

Nays— Messrs.  Avery,  Breit,  Lorrimer,  McMillan — 4. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  <tbe  House. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  provide  for  ihe  safe-keepiBg  of 
the  public  arms  of  this  State, 

Was  laid  Mpon  the  table« 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  concerning  attachments  in  this  State, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thir4 
reading  to-morrow. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  the  12th  clause  of  the  5lh  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  so  that  the  Judges  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts  shall  hold  their  offices  for  a  term  of  six  years,  instead  of 
during  good  behavior. 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Com^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Floyd  in  the  Chair. 

Afler  some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their 
^chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amendments,  and 
masked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further.cposideration  thereof. 

Which  report  was  coqcurred  in. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this 
.vState  as  to  enable  the  Governor,  Majors  Greneral,  Brigadiers  Gene- 
ral, and  commanding  officers  of  Regiments,  to  fill  their  staflf  officers 
^without  taking  them  from  commissioned  officers  of  the  line. 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  provule  for  the  time  of  holding  Elec- 
tions, and  fur  holding  the  regular  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly, 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Fairbanks  in  the  Chair. 

AAer  some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  by^heir 
chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amendments,  and 
jasked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock. 

3  o'clock,  p.  k. 

The  House  returned  to  the  Senate  the  following  biUs,  as  passed 
hy  the  House  without  amendment,  yjz; 
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A  Bill  to  5e  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitle  an  act  to* 
proTide  for  the  election  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  approved  Jan.  6tb,  1847. 

Also,  a  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  make  the  certificates  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  State  receivable  in  payment  of  all  public  dues. 

The  Senate  proceeded  with  the  Orders. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  oMtke  perautnent  the  Judgeship  of 
the  Southern  Judicial  Circuit, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  placed  among  the  Orders  for  to- 
morrow. 

Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  relative  to  Crimes  and* 
Misdemeanors, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to- 
morrow. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  prescribe  the  fees  of  the  Attorney 
General  of  this  State  in  certain  cases. 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

House  Resolution  expressive  of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Randall,  Brockv^ 
enbrough  and  Baker,  examiners  of  Thompson's  Digest, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-mor-^ 
row. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  exempt  the  citizens  of  Levy  coun- 
ty from  serving  as  juiymaa  beyond  the  limits  of 'said  county, 

Was  read  the  first  time;  and  ordered  (or  a  second  reading  to-mor 
row. 

House  bill  entitled^  An  act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  concern* 
hig  Wills,  Letters  Testamentary,  Letters  of  administration,  and  the 
duties  of  Executors,  Administrators,  and  Guardian»-^ 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  make  valid  the  proceedings  of  sundry 
persons  commissioned  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  this  State — 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  organize  Courts 
of  Probata  for  the  State  of  Florida-^ 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor-- 
row. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  provide  Writs  of  Errors  in  criminal 
case*— 

Was  read  the  first  time,  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow, 
and  75  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled.  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  to  establish  a  tarifi*of  fees,  approved  February  15th, 
1834,  and  which  was  approved  December  27th,  1845-^ 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 

The  report  of  the  Select  Committee  to  which  was  referred  abiU  to- 
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define  tbe  boutidarf  of  Jackson  ebunty,  together  with  said  bill,  ^er^ 
read. 

Mr.  Tabor  moved  to  lay  said  report  and  bill  upon  the  table. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  cdled  for  by  Messrs.  Brett  andF 
Walker,  and  were— 

Yeas — Messrs.  Costin,  Floyd,  Mosely,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor — 6. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Lor- 
fimer,  McMillan,  Tracey,  Walker — 9. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  placed  among  the  orders  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to*moi^oW,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  December  21, 1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  reacf 
and  approved. 

The  following  was  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  Journals : 

And  now,  at  this  day,  comes  R.  J.  Fleyd,  Senator  from  the  sixth 
Senatorial  District,  and  saith  that  a  bill  passed  by  the  Senate  on  Fri- 
day  last,  to  wit :  a  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  prescribe  a  unifomt 
mode  of  Taxation,  and  for  other  purposes,  ia  unconstitutional  in  this, 
to  wit :  that  it  contemplates  a  larger  amount  of  revenue  than  is  ne« 
cessary  for  the  economical  support  of  govefnrtient,  and  against  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State.  He  being  at  tbe  time  confi- 
ned to  his  room  by  indisposition,  would,  if  present,  have  voted  against 
the  said  bill.  He,  therefore,  asks  that  this,  his  protest,  be  placed  up- 
on the  Journals  of  the  Senate. 

R.  J.  FLOYD. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Avery  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en^ 
titled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  organize  the  office  of  Comptroller  * 
of  Public  Accounts  of  the  State  of  Florida,  approved  July  23,  1845/ 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brett,  the  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  organize 
the  County  of  Holmes,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  placed  among 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.- 
Moseley  until  Monday  next. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Fairbanks  introduced  a  bill  to  bar 
entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  relative  to  Elections  in  this  State, 
passed  December  29,  1845.. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  that  the  Senate  will  on  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock^ 
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H.,  the  House  df  Representatives  conciurring,  go  iato  an  election  M 
i  Judge  of  th<§  Southern  Circuit  of  this  State. 

Mr.  Flojd  moved  to  strike  out "  to-molrrow,"  and  insert  '^  Friday.'^ 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  insert'  Register  of'  Public  Lands. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Floyd  nioved  to  strike  out  '<  to-mbhrovf,"  and  itoSerf  '^  30Ui  in*' 
itant." 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

The  motion'  was  then  adopted. 

Pursuant  to' previous  noti<ie,  Mr.  BuVrilt  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled.  An  act  to  amend  an  abt  entitled  ah  sti  to  oi^anlze  the  Cirquifr' 
Courts  of  the  State  of  Floritla. 

Which  was'  read  the  first  time,  and'oi-deired  for  a  second  reading* 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Austin  presented  the  petitioh  of  Alej^Einder  McKenzie,  pray, 
ing  that  his  wife,  Sarah  McK^nsie,  might  bb  allowed  to  take  a  childs' 
jiart,  dec.  ..  j 

Which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Lorrimer,  from  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations,  present, 
^d  the  following  report  and  resolutions  : 

The  Committee  on  Federal  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relaies  to  the  Mexican  War,  be^ 
feave  to 

REPORT: 

That  while  they  cordially  unite  with  his  Excellency  in  expressing^ 
a  ^  deep  and  unfeigned  regret  that  each  and  every  efibrt  on  the  part  of 
the  National  Government  heretofore  niade,  to  bring  the  Mexican  war. 
to  a  happy  and  honorable  termination,  has  been  wholly  unsuccessful," 
they  feel  constrained  to  dissent  from  the  view  expressed  by  the  mes-, 
sage  in  adopting  the  declaration,  that  "  the  war  exists  by  the  act  of 
Mexico."  Your  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  notice  in  detail 
the  reasons  for  such  dissent,  and  would  simply  remark  that  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  this  Union  placed  us  in  such  a  relation  to  Mexico 
that  war  was  rendered  probable ;  that  the  march  of  the  army  into  the 
disputed  territory  w'as  beyond  a  question  the  direct  and  immediate 
cause  of  hostilities.  The  difficulties  arising  from  the  annexation 
might  doubtless  all  have  been  amicably  adjusted,  the  boundaries  defi-. 
ned,  and  our  friendly  relations  with  our  sister  Republic  preserved,  had  . 
prudent  and  discreet  counsels  governed,  and  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  our  armies  not  ordered  the  ad\^ance  of  our  army  from  Corpus  Christi 
into  territory  claimed  by  Mexico;  iti  defiance  of  the  known  and  de- 
clared wish  of  the  Mexican  people,  and  in  disregard  of  the  expressed 
desire  of  that  people  to  treat  with  us  upon  the  subject  of  annexation 
and  boundary.  These  facts  are  the  common  property  of  the  world, 
and  we  leave  them  for  history  to  preserve  in  its  truthful  record.  The 
ivar  Itself  is  of  deep  and  exciting  interest  to  every  portion  of  the 
Vnloa — our  armies  composed  chiefly  of  the  citizen-soldiers  have  gone' 
14 
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fbrth  to  battle — for  thirty  yean  had  our  officers  sluiribered  li^dn  (heiiK 
arms-— our  soldiers  engaged  in  peaceful  pursuits — ^yet  victories  with> 
<Sut  reverse  have  crowned  our  arms — deeds  of  noble  and  high  daring, 
unsurpassed  for  their  gallantry  and  brilliancy  by  those  of  any  age, 
have  characterized  Ihe'ir  every  advance — her  sea-ports,  her  cities,  and 
even  her  magnificient  capitol,  have  yielded  to  the  prowess  of  our 
arms — war  has*  swept  t&rough  the  heart  of  their  country  at  an  im« 
mense  cost  of  blood  and  treasure ;  and  now  we  giavely  ask,  what  htut 
been  accomplished?  Have  we  " conquered  a  peace" ?  Have  M'e 
obtained  indemnity  for  the  past  er  gecurity  for  the  ftUure  ?  It  Is  a 
question  of  seribos  import  to  determine  what  course  this  Government 
ought  to  pursue.  It  ought  never  to  "  dirett  its  victorious  troops  to  be* 
ingloriously  withdrawn  from  the  fields  of  their  fafme  and  their  glory,'* 
Hot  should  it  do  any  act  calculated  to  comprmnit  Irs  interest,  its  honor, 
or  its  dignity.  The  present  situation  of  the  enemy,  defeated,  disor-' 
ganized,  destitute  of  concert ;  our  army  triumphant  in  many  a  well- 
ibught  field — her  strong  cities — her  capitol — her  country  in  our  pos- 
session— may  not  this  Government  adopt  any  course  of  action  worthy 
of  a  brave  and  gefierous  nation  without  dishonor  or  even  censure  ? 
What  is  the  desired  restUl  the  object  for  which  this  War  Is  waged  ?  Is  it 
to  •*  conquer  a  peace"?  or  to  dismember  a  nation  ?  to  redress  wrongs, 
or  to  despoil  a  people  of  their  country,  and  incorporate  them  with  it 
nolens  volens  into  this  Union  ?  The  chief  Executive  has  ihtis  far  con- 
fined  to  the  recesses  of  his  own  bosom  what  the  real  design  of  this 
war  was  at  its  inception,  or  is  now.  Was  it  by  conquest  to  indemify 
us  (or  what  he  yielded  on  the  North  ?  The  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Union  has  never  thought  proper  to  inform  the  Anierican  people,  what 
was  the  design,  or  what  riE  intended  to  accomplish  by  this  war.  At' 
the  cry  "that  American  blood  had  been  shed  upon  American  soil," 
that  our  little  army  was  in  danger,  the*  common  heart  of  this  great 
Republic  glowed  with  patriotic  fire,  and  at  their  country's  call  the 
riation  paused  not — it  was  their  country,  right  or  wrong.  Such  is  the 
feeling  of  every  true  patriot.  But  now  that  our  armies  are  in  no  dan- 
ger, the  enemy  defeated,  their  country  in  our  possession,  we  may  with 
propriety;  pause  and  inquire,  what  does  the  Chief  Magistrate  propose  ? 
The  accession  of  territory  to  be  incorporated  into  this  Union  your 
committee  would  regard  as  a  measure  impolitic,  and  fraught  with 
danger  to  this  Republic.  The  difiercnce  of  habits,  of  religion,  and ' 
language,  are  insuperable  obstacles  to  a  cordial  union  with  us — ' 
composed  of  a  mixed  race,  possessing  a  peculiar  character,  will  they 
forget  the  wrongs,  or  at  least  what  they  assume  to  be  the  wrongs, 
they  have  received  at  our  hands,  lose  their  nationality  and  become 
quiet  and  peace-loving  citizens  ? 

We  should  draw  wisdom  from  the  past-^sage  lessons  are  written 
out  upon  the  page  of  her  experience.  The  history  of  the  Moorish 
conquest  of  Spain,  of  the  conquests  made  by  Imperial  Rome — " 
of  the  subjugation  of  the  Emerand  Isle,  and  of  Poland,  unfolds  to  our 
view  a  scene  well  calculated  to  deter  us  from  incorporating  by  con- 
q^uest  nine  millions  of  people  of  such  a  peculiar  race  into  this  Union. - 
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^hiie  the  war  itself  has  awakened  a  deep  interest  throughoot  the  na- 
tion, the  action  of  a  portion  of  the  members  of  the  last  Congress,  and 
.more  especially  the  response  that  action  has  met  with  from  the  North- 
ern portion  of  the  Union,  has  given  to  it  a  character  and  importance 
•before  unlooked  fi>r.  The  Chief  Executive  having  refrained  from  an 
open,  manly  and  frank  declaration  of  its  true  design,  has  furnished 
an  occasion  for  a  sickly,  wild  and  reckless  fanaticism,  to  kindle  a 
torch  of  political  discard,  which  unless  met  on  ovr  part  with  prompt, 
.-ness  and  decision,  may  eventuate  in  the  final  overthrow  of  our  yet 
Infant  Republic*  Yourxoromittoe  have  noticed  with  no  small  degree 
•f  apprehension  and  displeasure  the  eagerness  of  ^a  portion  of  the 
North  to  seize  upon  and  render  available  every  occasion  to  interfere 
with,  and  disturb  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  South.  Such  inter* 
ibrence  is  calculated  to  deprive  the  South  not  only  of  their  just  rights, 
but  even  of  that  equality  without  which  we  are  degraded  beneath  the 
dignity  of  man.  Should  the  National  Congress  in  its  wisdom  con- 
elude  a  treaty  with  Mexico,  by  which  she  should  cede^o  us  a  portion 
of  her  territory,  your  committee  (eel  called  upon  unhesitatingly  and 
unequivocally  to  declare  in  the  language  of  the  message,  that  any  act 
of  the  National  Legislature  which  shall  appropriate  such  territory  to 
the  use  of  one  portion  of  the  confederacy  to  the  exclusion  of  another ; 
or  which  in  its  provisions  shall  annex  as  an  express  and  fundamental 
condition  to  the  acquisition  of  such  territory^ "  that  neither  slavery  nor 
involuntary  servitude  shall  ever  exist  in  any  part,  except  for  crime 
whereof  the  party  shall  first  be  convicted,"  that  any  and  all  such  acta 
with  such  provisions,  would  be  unsurpations  of  power  not  delegated 
by  the  Constitution,  unequal,  unjust,  and  oppressive  in  their  effects,  to 
which  that  portion  of  the  confederacy,  thus  insuhed,  abused  and  inju- 
red, nether  can  consent  without  an  inglorious  surrender  not  only  of  their 
Deserved  rights,  but  of  those  guarantied  by  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
National  compact.  Viewing  as  we  do  the  Constitution,  an  offspring 
of  concession  and  compromise,  we  hold  and  cherish  it  as  the  only 
safeguard  of  our  rights — the  only  protection  of  our  liberties — while 
held  by  the  nation  sacred,  unpolluted  by  the  unhallowed  touch  of  dema- 
gogue or  charlatan,  it  will  continue  to  dispense  to  all  equal  justice. 

Many  of  the  Northern  States  through  their  Legislatures  have 
adopted  as  their  creed  the  unjust  principles  of  the  Wilmot  Proviso, 
thereby  arrogating  to  themselves  privileges  to  the  exclusion  of  citi. 
zens  interested  in  slave  property.  The  injustice  of  such  principles  is 
too  apparent  to  require  comment.  Our  ancestors  in  common  periled 
their  lives  and  property  in  the  achievementof  our  independence  their 
blood  commingled  in  that  great  struggle — and  their  united  wisdom 
and  treasure  have  been  blended  together  in  working  out  and  estab- 
lishing those  free  and  happy  institutions,  which  have  become  the  ad- 
miration and  envy  of  the  world. 

We  all  constitute  one  common  family,  equal  in  our  rights  and 
privileges,  alike  free  to  the  enjoyment  of  our  rich  and  extensive  inherit 
tance  ;  and  any  action  or  principle  subversive  of  a  free,  unrestricted 
enjoyment  of  the  rich  blessings  handed  down  to  us  from  the  past,  w^ 
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f%§tLti  at  a  violattoo,  aye  a  total  abrogation  or  ^be  GoDstitutio^^ 
which  when  carried  i^to  efiect,  ai^sohes  the  unfortunate  victinu  qf 
;iuch  action  from  all  allegiance  to  that  sacred  instrument.  Should 
Congress  by  enactment  give  their  ^lemn  sanction  to  the  Wilmot  Pro.. 
Tiso,  your  committee  hold  that  such  action  would  not  pply  justify,  but 
imperatively  demand  the  South  t9  withdraw  her  repretjientation  fron;i 
the  National  Congress,  and  sever  the  ties  of  political  brotherhood, 
which  pow  bind  together  this  gre^t  and  glorious  cpnfederacy.  The 
public  domain  purchased  with  the  ^common  treasure  and  blood  of  the 
nation,  should  be  alike  free  to  all.  No  enquiry  into  the  quantity  or 
^ind  of  property  the  citizens  of  any  ,new  State  or  Territory  may  be 
possessed  of  should  ever  arise.  The  Constitutiop  yields  to  each 
State  or  Territory  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  (persons,  and  only 
requires  a  Republican  Constitution  as  an  essential  pre-^jcquisite  for  ad- 
mission into  the  Union.  If  our  Northern  brethren  will  adhere  to  the 
.provision  of  the  Constitution,  let  that  sacred  instrument  speak  for  it* 
self  unquestioned.  The  womb  of  time  alone  can  VM^fold  the  future 
destiny  and  greatness  of  the  American  Republic.  In  view  of  all 
.which,  your  committee  recomipend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso* 
Jutions. 

JAMES  H.  T.  LORIMER,  Chairman. 

J.  P.  SANDERSON. 

Sbction  I.  BeU  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeeru 
talives  of  the  State  of  Florida  in  (reneral  Assembly  convened^  That 
Ihe  power  claimed  by  son^e  of  the  States  of  the  Union  for  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  exclude  the  institution  of  slavery  from  any 
territory  which  may  be  hereafter  acquired,  is  of  vital  importance  to 
the  slaveholding  States  and  dep^ands  the  serious  and  profound  atten* 
tion  of  all  men,  at  the  present  momentous  and  interesting  period,  in 
consequence  of  the  impassioned  excitement  upon  the  subject  of  sla* 
very,  produced  by  the  discussion  of  the  ♦*  Wilmot  Proviso"  introduced 
into  the  last  Congress,  and  other  exciting  pauses. 

Sec.  2.  Be  U further  Resolved^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  a  just  and  correct  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  of 
United  States  vests  in  the  Territorial  as  yrell  as  State  Legislatures 
e:rc/tmr€  jtirisdjction  over  the  persons  of  individuals  within  their  re- 
spective limits,  and  that  it  M^ould  be  arbitrary,  unjust,  and  a  usurpa- 
tion of  power,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  annex  conditions  to  the 
admission  of  a  State  into  the  Union,  or  the  annexing  a  Territory 
thereto,  involving  the  right  of  jurisdiction  in  Congress  over  this  sub- 
ject, which  exclusively  belongs  to  the  Territory  itself  before  its  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  and  to  the  State  afterwards. 

Sbc.  3.  Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  it  would  be  an  arbitrary 
usurpation  of  power  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  exclude  slavery  from 
any  such  territory  as  may  hereafter  be  acquired  by  the  United  States, 
either  by  way  of  indemnity,  by  conquest,  or  purchase ;  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territory  alone  have  the  right  to  determine  upon  this  sub. 
iept,  and  it  is  for  them,  while  they  remain  a  Territory,  and  for  the 
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^hat«,  wlien  they  shall  ask  to  be  admitted  as  ;i  State,  to  say  whether 
aha  institution  of  slavery  shall  exist  within  the  limits  of  such  Terri- 
ftory  or  State;  they  haring,  by  a  just  interpretation  of  the  Constitu^ 
itioD,  exclusive  jurisdictioa  over  the  subject  matter  .within  their  limits. 

Which  w|as  received  and  laid  upon  the  t/ible. 
Mr.  Fairbapks,  from  the  (Committee  09  Federal  Relations,  asked 
Jeave  to  present tfio  following 4;ninority  report: 

Report  of  Mjt.  F/osi^f  ifKs,  one  9/ the  Commttte  on  Federal  Relatums. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  pf  the  Comrpittee  on  Federal  Rela^ 
^fons,  to  whpm  i^as  referred  that  portion  of  the  Crovernor's  Message 
/elating  to  pur  Federal  Relations,  .begs  leave  respectfully  to 

REPQRT: 

That  the  sentiments  expressed  in  t)iat  portiop  of  the  message  of 
his  Excellency  nieet  my  most  cordifil  and  hearty  concurrence,  and 
^commend  themselves  to  the  consideration  of  this  body,  as  a  strong, 
forcible,  and  correct  statement  of  those  positions  which  we  are  call, 
ed  upon,  as  a  constituent  portion  of  this  nation,  to  maintain,  and  for 
which  our  duty  to  ourselves  apd  the  So^th,  <^eroands  we  should  con- 
tend. 

More  than  eighteen  months  since,  ourarmies  were  attacked  by  those 
of  Mexico,  and  afler  a  long  series  of  unredressed  wrongs,  injuries  and 
insults,  a  state  of  open  hostilities  conimenced,  and  has  been  contin* 
.ued  to  this  hour.  It  seems  unnecessary  to  revert  to  the  causes 
of  that  war  in  detail ;  thai  **  tJie  war  exists  by  tfte  act  ofMexico^^^  was 
declared  by  the  Congress  of  these  United  States  more  than  eighteen 
months  since,  with  but  nineteen  dissenting  votes  in  both  branches  of 
the  National  Legislature.  It  seems  equally  unnecessary  at  this  day, 
in  view  of  the  overwhelrping  tide  of  popular  approval,  to  discuss  the 
.question  as  to  how  far  the  admission  of  the  republic  of  Texas  into  our 
confederacy,  and  the  subsequent  and  necessary  defence  of  her  fron- 
tiers against  the  attacks,  planned  and  directed  months  previously,  by 
jthe  Mexican  government,  n^ay  have  had  the  efiect  of  precipitating 
,the  hostile  fiction  of  Mexico  towards  us.  Few  at  this  day,  it  is  to  be 
presumed,  will  question  the  right  of  our  associated  Congress,  to  re. 
ceive  that  sister  Slate  into  the  Union,  or  the  propriety  of  extending 
.the  protection  of  our  arms  over  the  lives,  property,  and  lands  of  that 
jiister  State,  so  received  by  us,  and  of  the  measures  which  became 
necessary  in  consequence  thereof. 

With  a  declared  willingness  and  desire  on  the  part  of  our  govern* 
ment  at  all  times  to  entertain  propositions  of  peace,  we  have  been 
forced,  by  the  anarchy  and  obstinacy  of  the  Mexican  leaders,  to  ad. 
vance  from  one  battle  field  to  another,  until  we  have  advanced  and 
now  maintain  ourselves  in  the  heart  of  their  country.  But  while 
our  patriotic  citizens  from  the  North  and  the  South,  and  the  East  and 
the  West,  have  pressed  forward  to  the  front  of  ourarmies,  cold,  sel. 
jishy  calculating,  and  dishonest  demagogues,  in  a  portion  of  the  Statesi 
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'have  attempted  to  paralyze  the  operatiooB  of  our  'Gavernraenty  an4 
her  armies,  by  affixing  their  odious ''  Wilmpt  Proviso/'  declarin|^  that 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servilude  shall  exiBt  in  any  territory 
which  may  be  acquired  in  indemnity  for  the  claims  of  our  citizens  and 
the  expenses  of  the  war.  On  the  o^e  hand,  proscribing  the^war  and 
its  supporters,  and  on  the  other,  machinating  to  secure  for  their  ex. 
elusive  use  the  territory  and  the  commerce  which  may  be  gained  by 
it — an  attacic  upon  the  constitutional  rights  given  to  the  people  of  the 
Southern  States  of  this  Union,  to  subserve  malicious  and  interested  mo* 
tives.  To  repel  this  aggression,  we,  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
pie  of  this  State,  are  called  upon  to  protest,  and  to  contest  against 
such  an  infraction  of  our  constitutional  rights. 

Apart  from  the  constitutional  grounds,  such  an  exclusion  is  a  dis- 
honorable return,  upon  the  part  of  its  supporters,  for  the  zeal  and  the 
self-sacrificing  spirit  in  which  the  people  of  the  South  have  fought  the 
battles  of  our  common  country,  and  to  whose  exertions,  if  territory 
be  acquired,  the  country  will  owe  its  acquisition,  the  principles  qf 
those  who  would  appropriate  the  territory  gained  by  the  valor  of  our 
arms  to  the  use  of  one  portion  of  the  States  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
rest,  are  alike  discreditable  for  their  violation  of  the  constitutional 
compact,  as  for  their  deficiency  in  honesty  and  f^ir  dealing. 

It  is  the  right  and  prerogative  of  the  future  citizens  of  such  acqui- 
red territory  to  decide  whether  slavery  shall  pr  shall  not  exist,  and 
this  right  cannot  be  withheld  from  them  ;  and  all  attempts  at  em- 
barrassing the  negotiations  which  may  take  place,  or  the  future  ac- 
tion of  the  government  in  respect  to  the  same,  should  be  unanimously 
opposed  by  the  people  of  this  Union,  and  particularly  by  the  Southerly 
States. 

Satisfaction  for  the  claims  of  our  citizens,  the  payn(ient  of  which 
has  been  long  deferred  by  the  perfidious  conduct  of  Mexico,  as  well 
as  indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  in  whole  or  in  part,  ^should 
be  the  sine  qua  nan  of  any  negotiations  towards  a  peace,  as  being  in 
accordance  with  the  usages  of  all  civilized  nations,  and  strict  justice. 
If  territory  be  given  as  indemnity,  as  from  the  situation  of  thatcoun- 
try  must  necessarily  be  the  case,  it  will  take  that  she  can  best  spare, 
and  which,  under  our  form  of  government,  will  extend  the  bles- 
sings of  civilization  near  uninhabited  regions,  which  will  become 
the  future  homes  of  the  superabundance  of  our  own  population,  and 
the  oppressed  of  every  clime.  To  withdraw  our  armies  without  such 
satisfaction  and  indemnity,  would  be  to  place  ourselves  in  the  atti- 
tude of  wrong-doers,  and  a  confession  that  the  acts  of  our  Congress 
and  the  united  operations  of  our  government,  have  been  false  and 
fraudulent.  It  would  be  saying  that  we  had  no  wrongs  to  redress, 
no  injuries  to  satisfy,  no  attacks  to  repulse,  and  to  pronounce  that 
our  brave  sons  who  have  fallen  upon  the  field  of  honor,  were  well 
punished  as  marauders,  and  met  the  fate  of  villains.  If  we  had  the 
cause  to  go  forward,  and  those  causes  of  our  onward  march  have  nei- 
the r  been  removed  nor  accomplished,  then  a  retrograde  movement 
^ould  be  justifying  Mexico  and  condemning  ourselves.     The  livei 
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df  our  people  ahd  ihe  treasure  of  our  nation  have  been  lost  in  vain,^ 
and  we  are  branded  with  infamy  for  the  past. 

I  believe  I  express  the  voiee  of  the  Southern  people  in  saying  that' 
we  have  the  right,  and  should  continue  to  occupy  her  territory,  to^ 
collect  her  revenues,  and  exercise  all  the  accustomed  and  acknowl-- 
edged  rights  of  war,  until  such  satisfaction  and  indemnity  be  offered 
and  received  as  we  are  justly  entitled  to,  and  that  such  indemnity,  il 
territorial,  should  be  received,  unclogged  with  any  restrictions,  as  the ' 
common  property  Of  ail  the  people  of  this  Union. 

In  accordance  with  these  sentiments,  the  following  resolutions  are' 
submitted,  and  the  passage  thereof  recommended  : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  ihe  State 
of  Florida  in  General  AsserMy  converted^  That  the  declaration  of 
the  Ck>ngress  of  the  United  States,  made  with  almost  entire  unanim- 
ity, that  the  "  war  exists  by  the  act  of  MRxtco^  fenders  that  war  na- 
tionai  in  its  inception  and  progress,  and  as  such,  requires  and  should 
receive  cordial  and  united  support. 

2.  Resolved^  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Atnerricamr  Government  to 
prosecute  the  war  until  an  honorable  peace,  indemnity  for  the  past 
and  security  for  the  future,  are  obtained,  and  that  to  Withdraw  our 
armies  without  obtaining  the  objects  above  specified,  would  be  a  re- 
proach to  them;  and  a  shame  upon  our  common  country. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  our  Government  to  require  sat- 
isfaction of  Mexico  for  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens,  and  payment 
of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

4.  Resolved,  That  if  any  Territory  shall  be  acquired  by  us,  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  in  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens,  and  in 
indemnity  for  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  it 
is  the  right  of  the  people  who  may  inhabit  such  Territory  to  decide 
whether  the  institution  of  slavery  shall  exist  there  or  not ;  and  any 
attempt  by  Congress  to  prohibit  its  existence  by  law,  would  be  a  di- 
rect violation  of  the  compromises  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and 
an  insult  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  States. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  restriction,  known  as  the  "  Wilmol  Proviso," 
whereby  it  is  attempted  to  appropriate  any  Territory  which  may  be 
acquired  to  the  use  of  one  portion  of  the  confederacy  to  the  exclusion 
of  another,  or  any  and  all  such  attempted  acts  and  provisions,  would 
be  odious  usurpations  of  power  not  delegated  by  the  Constitution,  un- 
equal, unjust,  and  oppresdve  in  their  effects,  and  to  which  that  por- 
Cion  of  the  confederacy  thus  insulted,  abused,  and  injured,  can  never 
consent,  without  an  inglorious  surrender,  not  only  of  their  reserved' 
rights,  but  of  those  guaranteed  by  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  National 
Compact. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  requested  to 
transmit  copies  of  these  resolutions  to  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tjve  in  Congress,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and- 
President  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Governors  of  the  several  States. 

G.  R.  FAIRBANKS, 
One  oC  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations. 
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Which  was  received'aud  laid  upon  the  table.  ., 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  the  Comtnittee  on  Elarolled  Bills,  reported' 
bill  entitled,  An*  act  to  am^nd  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the* 
election  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United^ 
States,  approved  January  6,  1847 ; 

Also,  a  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  make  the  certificates  of  the  Treas*' 
tirer  of  this  State  receivable  in  payment  of  all  public  duesi  as  cor* 
rectly  enrolled. 

Mr.  Avery,  from  a  Select  Committee,  presented' th6  following*  re- 
port: 

Mr.  Avery,  from  the  Select  Committee  to  wliom^was  referred  af 
bill  to  provide  for  the  side  of  the  Sixteenth  Sections  granted  by  Con.' 

Sress  to  the  State  for  tb^  support  of  Public  Schools,  and  for  consoli* 
ating  the  School  Fundi  asks  leave  to  REPORT  the  same  back^ 
without  amendment,  and  td'be  discharged  from  the  further  consule- 
ration  thereof. 

Your  Committee,  aware'  that  the  opinion  prevails,  that  so  far  as 
the  bill  provides  for  the  sale  of  the  sixteenth  sections,  it  would  be  void 
if  passed,  have  thought  proper  to  embrace  within  this  report,  the  law 
under  which  the  State  Isolds  the  Sixteenth  Sections,  together  with 
some  facts  connected  with  theml 

The  law  under  which  the  State  claims  the'  Sixteenth  Sections,  is 
in  these  words: 

Be  it  enacted^  4*^.,  That  in  consideration  of  the  concessions  made 
by  the  Stale  of  Florida  in  respect  of  the  Public  Lands^  their  be 
granted  to  the  Stale  section  number  sixteen  in  every  town- 

ship, or  other  lands  equivalent  thereto,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
of  such  township,  for  the  support  of  Public  Schools,  dz;C. 

The  consideration  for  which  the  sixteenth  sections  toere  granted  to 
the  StatCf  was  concessions  made  by  the  Staie^  not  by  the  townships  to 
which  their  use  is  limited. 

The  practice  of  granting  the  sixteenth  sections  to  the  townships' 
for  the  support  of  Schools,  was  first  adopted  with  regard  to  the  North 
West  Territory— a  country,  in  which  the  land  is  uniformly  fertile, 
and  where  the  division  by  township  lines  could  readily  be  made  a- 
vailable,  in  organizing  communities. 

It  is  well  known  that  mmany  ofthe  Northern  States,  every  town 
has  a  separate  organization;  is  a  republic  within  itself,  possesses  legis- 
lative, executive  and  judicial  officers,  distinct  from  State  control. 

Under  ^tM;A  circumstances,  the  law  which  limited  the  use  of  the 
sixteenth  section  to  the  township  in  which  it  was  situated,  was  wise. 

The  town,  having  an  immediate  and  direct  interest  in  the  proper 
management  ofthe  School  Fund,  would  render  it  more  efficient  than 
it  could  be  made  by  the  State  Government. 

But  our  situation  is  widely  different  from  theirs.  So  diverse  is  the 
character  of  our  soil,  suCh  the  nature  of  our  instituttons,  and  disposi-' 
tion  of  our  people,  that  it  is  impossible  to  organize  school  communi- 
ties with  much  reference  to  township  lines. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  note,  that  the  grant  to  Florida  is  expressed' 
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in  diflferent  latnguage  from  tto  grant  td  the  other  States, — the  form6f 
being  macb  to  the  Stale  for  the  u^e  of  (he  inhabitants  of  the  town^i 
ship, — the  latter  direotly  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  towbEthips. 

That  h  will  be  absurd  and  unjust  to  ffmit  the  use  of  the  sixteenth 
Sections  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  townships  in  which  th^y  are  situa^ 
led,  yout  Committee  (hidk  trill  clearly  appear  from*  the  foHowing 
Statement. 

The  whole  mimber  H^  sttmeyed  townships,  whole  find  fractional,* 
hi  whichr  the  State  is  entitled  to  sixteenth  section^,  fs  784 

The  number  of  townships  containing  whole  sixteenths,  is  551 

The  number  of  towifshtps  in  whricb  the  siitteenths  is  wholly  6r 

partly  defident/  183 

The  number  of  sections  and  part^  of  sections,  included  in  valid 
private  claims,  your  Committee  have  been  lAiable  to  ascertfatin — it  is, 
however,  large, 

Some  of  the  townships  \#hich  bbittattt  whole  sixteeffth>(  are  only 
fractional  township^. 

Many  of  the  townships  which  cotitain  fractional  Sixteenths  are 
nearly  whole  townships. 

There  are  many  of  the  townships  in  which  the  sixteenth  sections 
are  valueless  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  soil. 

There  are  some  townships  in  which  the  sixteenth  section  is  a!>^^ 
most  the  only  part  valuable. 

These  facts  show  the  unequal  distribution  of  the  benefits  to  i€  de- 
rived from  the  grant  of  the  sixteenth  sections  to  the  iis6  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  township  in  which  the  sixteenth  section  is  situated. 

Again  :  Where  there  are  fractional  townships  in  which  there  are' 
no  srxteenth  sections,  the  State  is  authorized  to  select  for  each  town- 
ship a  quantity  land,  in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth  section,  proportioned  to 
the  size  of  the  township. 

Where  the  sixteenth  sections  are  included  in  private  clainls,  other 
lands  "  equivalent  thereto"  may  be  selected  in  "  lieu  thereof,"  only 
limited  to  the  land  district  *'  most  adjacent  to  said  hindcf  taken  up  by 
private  claims." 

No  provision  is  made  for  those  townships  in  Which  the  sixteenth 
sections  are  valueless,  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  soil ;  there- 
fore should  a  village,-  or  city  eveti,  be  located  in  a  township  where 
the  sixteenth  section  is  valueless,  it  is  plain  that  the  inhabitants 
could  derive  no  l>en^fit  from  the  present  provisron. 

There  are  many  of  the  townships.  Whole  arid  fractional,  which 
will  probably  never  be  inhabited.- 

There  are  ttiany,  which  will  bft  i'fth&bited  by  a  class  of  people 
who  will  not  be  able  to  deriv^e  any  benefit  from  the  sixteenth  section 
or  fractional  section,  to  which  their  township  or  fractional  township 
is  eniitied,  owing  to  its  being  located  in  a  part  of  the  land  district  far' 
distant  from  their  township. 

In  many  cases  it  must  so  happen,  that  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  the  sixteenth  section,  or  the  lands  selected  in  lieu  of  deficient' 
sixteenth  sections,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  townships  ta  which  they 
15 
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belong,  would  net  eompeusate  for  tlie  trouble  and  expense  it  wotikT 
require  to  derive  an  income  froni^  it.  Especially  would  this  be  the* 
case,  where  the  land  selected  in  lieu  of  a  deficient  sixteenth  section^ 
or  in  lieu  of  one  covered  by  a  private  grant,  is  at  a  distance  from  the 
township  to  which  it  belongs* 

To  make  this  matter  plainer  if  possible,  an  example  will  be  gtven«> 

Fractional  township  one,  North,  Range  30,  West,  lies  principally 
in  Escambia  county.  North  and  West  ef  the  mouth  of  Escambiar 
river.  Its  fractional  sixteenth  section",'  amounting  to  320  acres,  is^ 
included  in  a  private  claim.  Land  in  lieu  is  about  being  selected  in 
some  part  of  the  land  district  West  of  the  Suwannee. 

There  is  not,  so  far  as  your  Committee  can  ascertain,  one  person 
permanently  locatted  in  the  township,  and  probably  never  will  be  ; 
but  should  it  ever  happen  that  a  resident  desired  to  avail  himself  of 
the  fund  to  be  derived  from  the  School  Land  to  which  hiff  township  is^ 
entitled,  he  must  first  ascertain  at  the  Register's  Office  in  Taila- 
hassee,  where  the  land  is  situated  to  which  his  township  is  entitled 
the  use — not  to  the  proceeds  of  sale — but  the  use.  Having  found 
the  land,  he  must  devise  some  way  by  which  an  income  may  be  de- 
rived from  it. 

The  lands  selected  to  make  up  the  deficient  sixteenth  sections  are' 
taken  in  as  large  bodies  as  good  vacant  lands  can  be  found — no  legal 
use  can  be  made  of  them  by  the  townships  but  to  lease  them — if 
leased,  they  must  be  at  low  rates,  and  generally  to  tenants  not  punc- 
tual in  their  payments,  and  who  will  eibaost  the  land. 

If  not  leased,  and  not  constantly  watched,  squatters  will  take  pos-- 
session  and  commit  waste. 

To  collect  the  rents  and  prevent  waste,  will  in  most  cases,  even' 
where  the  recipients  ef  all  the  benefits  are  few  in  number,  cost  nK>re 
in  time  and  money  than  the  value  of  the  benefit  derived. 

These  facts  show  us  further : 

Firgt — That  if  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from'  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tions is  indeed  to^  be  limited  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  in 
which  such  section  is  situated,  the  land  selected  by  the  State  for 
those  township*  in  which  the  sixteenth  sections  are  deficient,  or  in 
which  the  sixteenth  sections  are  included  in  private  claims,  must,  so 
long  as  there  are  no  **  inhabitants  of  such  townships,"  be  legally  of 
no  use  to  any  one. 

Second — ^That  the  sixteenth  sections,  and  the  land  selected  by  the 
State  for  those  townships  in  which  the  sixteenth  sections  are  defici- 
ent, OF  are  included  in  private  claims,  can  be  of  no  lawful  use  to 
any  one,  so  long  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  townships  to  which  these 
lands  belong  are  either  too  few,  too  poor,  too  ignorant,  too  proud,  or 
too  indolent,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  use  of  them^  or  do  not  consid- 
er the  advantages  tobe  derived  from  them,  worth  their  time  and  at- 
tention. 

Much,  therefore,  of  the  School  Lands,  when  selected  hj  the-State, 
must  remain  forever  without  a  legid  owner — without*' any  one  reoeiv*- 
log  lawfully  the*  least  benefit  from  them. 
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To  show  more  plainly  the  perfect  foHj  of  pursuing  the  plan  t« 
which  it  has  been  supposed  we  were  confined  by  law — and  the 
unequal  distribution  which  must  be  made  of  the  School  Fund,  if  this 
plan  is  pursued,  jour  Committee  will  select  a  few  of  the  counties 
most  favorably  situated  for  the  operation  of  the  law,  and  show  the 
great  inequality  which  exists  even  in  them. 

(It  is  but  just  to  state,  that  the  facts  in  reference  to  these  counties 
were  derived  from  the  gentleman  who  formerly  held  the  office  of 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Seminary  lands.) 

Leon  Cmtnly  has  the  largest  proportion  of  good  land,  and  the 
densest  population  of  any  county  in  the  State. 

This  county  contains  twenly-seven  whole  and  fractional  townships. 

In  twelve  of  these,  the  sixteenth  sections  are  worth  from  one  to 
Ml  dollars  per  acre* 

In  four  others,  the  sixteenth  sections  lie  in  other  counties,  (only 
one  believed  to  be  of  any  value,)  and  the  remaining  eleven 
fall  within  the  pine  barrens,  or  Forbes'  grant — worth  nothing.  Tet 
on  these  last  class  of  townships,  there  are  resident  more  than  one 
hundred  families,  most  of  them  poor. 

Gadsden  County  contains  in  its  area,  sisty.two  whole  and  frac- 
tional townships— forty  of  them  within  Forbes'  grant.  . 

Of  the  remaining  twenty.two,  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  of  the 
sixteenths  are  of  any  value— leaving  more  than  one-half  of  that  pop* 
Illation  without  any  substantial  School  Fund. 

In  Jefferson  County  there  are  twenty-seven  whole  and  fractional 
townships,  affording  not  more  than  seven  or  eight  sixteenth  sections 
of  any  value. 

Madison  County  contains  one  hundred  and  five  whole  and  firac- 
tional  townships. 

In  ten  of  these,  the  sixteenth  sections  are  of  some  value ;  in  the 
remaining  ninety -five  they  are  worth  nothing.  If  this  examination 
be  carried  into  East  and  West  Florida,  the  result  will  be  found  to  hm 
even  more  unfavorable. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

O.  M.  AVERY,  Chaiman. 
G.  R.  FAIRBANKS, 
S.  L.  BURRITT. 

Which  was  received  and  laid  upon  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  communication  was  transmitted  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor : 

Sbnatb  Chahbeb,  Dec.  21, 1847. 
His  Excellency  W.  D.  Mosklby,  Governor : 

Sib  : — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit,  for  your  considera* 
tion,  the  following  bills,  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  signed  by  the  presiding  officers  thereof,  viz  : 

A  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  provide 
for  the  election  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
ITnited  States,  approved  January  6, 1847. 
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A  bill  entitled,  Aa  act  to  make  the  certificates  of  the  Treasurer  of 
^is  State  receivable  in  paypient  of  all  public  dues. 

Veri'  respectfully,     . 

C.  W.  DOWNING, 
Secretary  Senate. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  tbe  Join^  Select  Committee  appointed  to  exr 
%mine  and  compare  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  this  State 
passed  at  thjs  session  with  the  original  enrolled  bill  passed  at  the  last 
session,  reported  the  bills  as  correct. 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled.  An  act  relative  to  the 
duties  and  compensation  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  of 
this  State,  as  passed  without  amendment. 

The  Doifse  returned  Senate  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  the 
executors  of  George  Kingsley,  deceased,  to  sell  real  estate ; 

Also,  Senate  resolution  relative  to  adjournipent  sinfi  die  on  the  22d 
instant. 

Said  bill  and  resolution  weri)  merely  endorsed  '*  passed  as  ameUf 
ded." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  re? 
turn  said  bill  and  resolution  to  the  House,  and  ask  if  they  have  been 
^mended  by  the  House,  and  if  so,  wherein  they  have  been  amended* 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  act  concerning  attachments  in  this 
ptate, 

Was,  on  motion,  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this 
State  as  to  enable  the  Governor,  Majors  General,  Brigadiers  Gene- 
ral,  and  commanding  officers  of  Regiments  to  fill  their  staff  officers 
without  taking  them  from  commissioned  officers  of  the  Ifne, 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  **  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?*' 
the  yeas  and  nays  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cost  in,  Fairbanks,  Moseley,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor^ 
Tracey,  Walker,  Watts— 9. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Brett,  Burritt,  Floyd,  Lor- 
l-imer,  McMilIan-r-7. 

There  not  being  the  requisite  constitutional  majority,  said  bill  wa9 

lost* 

Engrossed  bill  enUtl^d,  An  act  to  prescrib,e  t^e  fees  of  the  Attor- 
n^y  General  pf  this  Statp  in  pertain  cases, 

Was  read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the  question, ''  shall  the  bill  pass  ?" 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Brett,  Burrttt,  Costin,  Fair^ 
banks,  Floyd,  Lorrimef,  McMillan,  Priest,  Smith,  Tracey$  VValker 
—13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Moseley,  Tabor,  Watts — 3. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

^ill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  V)§mend  the  twelfth  clause  of  the  filtli 
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ftrtiete  of4be  Constitution  of  this  State,  so  that  the  Judges  of  the  Cir# 
cult  Courts  shall  hold  their  offices  for  eight  years  instead  of  during 
good  behavior, 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Flojd  moved  to  amend  by  adding  : 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  furUier  enacted^  That  ihe  eleventh  section  of  the 
£Ah  article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  be  so  amended  as  to  read 
as  follows,  viz ;  ^  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Chancellors,  and 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  shall  be  elected  by  the  vote  of  the  peo* 
pie  of  this  State." 

On  the  question  of  :lhe  adoption  of  the  amendments,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and  Walker,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Costin,  Floyd,  Walker,  Walls — 4. 

Nays^ — Mr.  Presklent,  Messrs.  Avery,  Brett,  Burritt,  Fairbanks, 
I«iorrimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey-^11. 

So  the  Senate  refbsed  to  adopt  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  to  add  the  following^ 

Sec.  3.  The  eleventh  clause  of  ihe  fiOh  article  of  the  Constiiu- 
tion  of  this  State  shall  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows,  viz . — > 
Justices  of  the  Superior  Court,  Chancellor  and  Judges  of  the  Circuit 
Courts,  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Governor  to  the  Senate,  an4  ap* 
proved  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  Senato  took  a  recess  until  half  past  2  o'clock. 


2^  o'clock,  p.  X. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  be  entitled, 
Ail  act  to  amend  the  12th  clause  of  the  5th  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  State  so  that  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  shall  hold  their 
oflices  for  eight  years  instead  of  during  good  behavior. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  ofierec) 
by  Mr.  Fairbanks,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Fair- 
banks and  Floyd,  and  were  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Austin,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Walker — 4. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Brett,  Burritt,  Floyd,  Lorri^ 
mer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Tracey,  Watts — 11. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adopt  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  to  postpone  said  bill  indefinitely. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and 
Burritt,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Burritt  and  Tracey — 2. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Costin,  Fair- 
banks, Floyd,  McMillan,  Mosely,  Priest,  Smith,  Walker,  Watts — 13, 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  postpone  said  bill  indefinitely. 

Mr.  McLean  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  **  nominated  by  the 
Governor  to  the  Senato,  and  the  nomination  approved  by  a  majority 
of  the  whole  number  of  Senators"  occurring  in  section  1. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  i>ays  were  oalled  for  by  Messrs.  Austin  and 
Tabor,  and  were ; 
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Teas— ^Mr.  Presidenti  Messrs.  krerj,  Austin,  Brett,  Lorrimer^ 
McMillan,  Moselej,  Tracey,  Wallier,  Watts— 10. 

Nays — Messrs.  Burritt,  iCostin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Priest,  Smith, 
Tabor— 7. 

So  said  words  weoe  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Tracey  moved  to  lay  said  bill  upon  the  table. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ealled  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and 
Tracey,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Austin,  BMrrltt,  Lorriroer,  Mosely,  Tracey — 5. 

Nays-^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Brett,  Costin,  Fairbanks, 
Floyd,  McMillan,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor,  Walker,  Watts— 12. 

So  the  Senate  refused  4o  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

Ordered  that  said  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  pravide  for  the  time  of  holding  elec- 
tions, and  for  holding  the  regular  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly, 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Tracey  mov4;d  to  postpone  said  bill  indefinitely. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Fairbanks 
and  Walker,  and  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brett,  Moseley,  Tabor,  Tracey^ 
Watt»-.6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd, 
Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Smith,  Walker — 11. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  postpone  said  bill  indefinitely. 

Ordered  that  said  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

House  resolution  expressive  of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Randall,  Brock«> 
enbrough,  and  Baker,  examiners  of  Thompson's  Digest — 

Was  read  a  third  time  and  on  the  amsstion  of  its  passage,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Fairbank  and  Costin,  and  were: 

Yeas. — Mr.  Presidont,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Fair* 
bank,  Floyd,  liorrimer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Smith,  Tracy.  Walker  and 
Watts— 14. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Costin,  Mosely,  and  Tabor — 3. 

So  said  Resolution  passed. 

Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act,  to  make  permanent  the  Judgeship  of  the 
Southern  Judieial  Circuit,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  laid  on  the 
table. 

Bill  to  be  entitled  an  act,  to  amend  an  aet,  relating  to  crimes  and 
misdemeanors;  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

House  bill  entitled  an  act,  to  e|:empt  the  ckizens  of  Levy  County 
from  serving  as  jurymen  beyond  the  lioiMtsof  said  County,  was  read  a 
a  second  time. 

Mr.Fairbanks  moved  to  amend  by  adding  at  the  end  of  said  bill  the 
following,  viz: 

Excepting  such  of  the  inhabitants  residing  within  forty  miles  of 
Alachua  Court  House. 

Which  was  adopted,  tbe  amendment  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
Ihe  bill  as  amended  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to-naorrow^ 
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Hooter  (ill  entitled'  an  aet  ia*  addition  to  the  seveml  aetg  ceMB^ru^ 
ing  Wills,  Letters  Testameotarj,  Letters  of  Administration,  and  tbsr 
diidesof£xecotors,Ay]ministratonr  and  Guardians,  was  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Bnrritt  moved  to  postpone  saM  bill  indefinitelj. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  Were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Fairbanki^ 
and  Bnrritt,  and  were  i 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Atfttin,  Brett,  Bnrritt,  Lorri<r 
mer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts — 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floydf,  Priest-«-4. 

So  said  bill  was  Indefinitely  postponed. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  (o  make  valid  the  proceedings  of  sundry 
persons  commissioaed  ais  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  this  State, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Btfrritt,  ordered  fof 
to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  in  addition  to  tfn  act  to  organize  Courts 
of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  referred  ict 
die  Judiciary  Committee. 

House  biU  entitled.  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled.  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  to  establi^  a  tariff  of  fees,  apptoved  February  15, 
1834,  and  which  was  approved  Dec.  27,  1845, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  postponed 
ttntil  to-morrow. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  was  read  a  second  time 
ancf  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

House  Resolutions  relative  to  the  appointment  by  the  Governor  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace, 

Was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  ordered  to  be  placed  first  among 
die  orders  for  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Aet  to  define  the  Western  boundary  of 
Jackson  county,  and  to  repeal  an  act  therein  named. 

Was  read  a  second  time  as  amended. 

The  amendments  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  as  amended 
ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Bill  to  be*  entitled,  An  Act  to  organist  the  county  of  Holmes, 
eame  up  on  its  second  reading  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brett,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit>r 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Floyd  in  the  Chair.  After  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  re- 
ported the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amendments,  and  asked  to' 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  in  relation  to  Roads  and  Highways  in* 
Ihe  coimties  of  Washington,  Benton  and  Hamilton, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 


House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  atithorize  certain  persons  to  estab«- 
Hsh  a  Ferry  across  the  Apalachicola  river  at  Chattanoochee, 
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Waff  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  rneftading  to-morir 
row. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  of  Alachua- 
county,  to  pay  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  Marion  county  the  amount  of 
the  county  tax  in  his  hands  assete^  and  collected  upon  lands  lying  in 
Marion  county. 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to*mor-' 
row. 

House  bill  entitled,  A^  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  regulatings 
Judicial  Proceedings, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to* 
amend  the  Execution  laws,  approved  15th  March,  1847, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  ana  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  diange  the  name  of  W.  J.  Mc- 
Gaughan,  of  Gadsden  county, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  »  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to' change  the  name  of  Sarah  A.  Al-* 
ston. 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor-- 
row. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10- o'dodp*- 


Wednesday,  December  22, 184T. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjouhiment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaf^ain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read- 
and  approved. 

Mr.  McLean  gave  notive  that  he  would  at  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  authorise  James 
Cockrofi  to  establish  a  ferry  across  Shoal  river. 

Mr.  Floyd  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Apalachicolar 
praying  the  repeal  of  their  charter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Corpora- 
tions. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  the  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  a 
bill  entitled,  An  act  relative  to  the  duties  and  compensation  of  the 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  of  this  State,  as  correctly  enrolled. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  informing  the  Senate  that 
the  House  had  concurred  in  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  on 
yesterday  to  go  into  the  election  of  Judge  of  the  Southern  Circuit  ot^ 
this  State  to-day  at  12  o'clock,  M. 

The  following  communication  was  transmitted  to  his  Excellency,* 
^e  Governor ; 
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,^      Sbn:atb  CoAitaim,  Dec.  22, 1847. 
iro  Hi«  Effeellency  W/  D.  MossLfer, 

Gofternor  of  Florida : 
Sib  : — ^I  have  the  hobor  herewith  to  tranBinit  for  your  considerfttion. 
4  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  relative  to  the  duties  and  compensation  of 
the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  of  this  State,  passed  by  the  two' 
Houses  of  the  General  Assenably,  ahd  sipi'ed'by  the  presiding  offioenT 
Aiereof. 
By  order  of  the  Senate. 

Very  RespectRilIy, 

W.  C.  DOWNING, 

Sec.  Senate/ 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

,  House  resolutions  relative  to  the  appointment  by  the  Crovembr  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  d^c. 

Were  r^ad  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to  morrow. 

Engrossed  resolutions  in  relatidtt  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso, 

Were  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  word  **  unanimously" 
ajler  "  resolved,"  in  lin  section. 

Which  amendment  ^^as  unanimously  adopted. 

On  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions,  the  yeas  ohd 
nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and  Watts,  and  t^ere, 

Yeas-^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Bbtritt,  Costin,' 
Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Lorimer,  McA^Uan,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey,* 
Walker,  Watts— 16. 

NajTs — None. 

So  the  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  the  12th  thxn^  of  thef 
5th  Article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  so  that  the  Jddges  of  the 
Circuit  Courts  shall  hold- their  offices  for  a  term  of  years  instead  of 
during  good  behavior. 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  ^  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?" 
the  yeas  and  nays  were. 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.-  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Costin,  Fair-' 
banks,  Floyd,  Lorimer,  McMIHan,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor,  Walker,- 
Watts— 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Burrilt  and  Tracey — !;*. 

There  being  the  requisite  constitutional  majority,  the  bill  passed.' 
iTitle  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  time  of  holding 
Elections,  and  for  holding  regular  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly,; 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  pass  ? 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Lorri-' 
taer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Walker— 9. 
16 
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Nay^—Atr.  President,  Meisra.  Brett,  Flojd,  Smith,  Tabor,  Traf** 

cey,  Watt*—?. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  thaf  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Engrossed  biiT  entitled;  An  Act  concerning  Attachments  in  thi^ 
Statej 

Was  read  ff*  third  time',  and  oil  the  question,  Shall  the  bill'  pom  ? 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Burritt  an^  Watts-^3. 

Nays— Messrs.  Avery,  At/stii/,  Brett,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd, 
Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Walker — 13. 

So  said  bill  was  lost- 
Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Aot  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  or- 
ganize the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida,' 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  W.  J^  Mc- 
Caugban,  of  Gadsden  county. 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-nK>f  row. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  Sarah  A:  Alston, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorize  certain  persons  to  estab- 
lish a  Ferry  across  the  Apalachicola  river  at  Chattahoochee, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  time  having  arrived  at  which  the  two  Houses  were  to  go  into 
the  election  for  Judge  of  the  Southern  Circuit, 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  a  call  of  the  Senate. 

Whereupon  there  were  present : 

Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Costin, 
Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tra- 
cey, Walker,  Watts— 16. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Burritt,  Fairbanks  and  Avery,  were  aopointed 
a  Committee  to  inform  the  House  that  the  Senate  was  now  ready  t* 
go  into  the  election  of  a  Judge  for  the  Southern  District ;  which 
Committee  informed  the  Senate  that  they  had  performed  that  duty.r 

A  Committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  that  body 
was  now  ready  to  go  into  the  election  of  a  Judge. 

Nominations  being  in  order, 

Mr.  Burritt  nominated  Joseph  B.  Lancaster. 

Mr.  Costin  nominated  Adam  Gordon. 

Mr.  Smith  nominated  Thomas  Randall. 

Which  nominations  were  sent  to  the  House  by  a  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Fairbanks,  McMillan  and  Lorrimer. 

The  House,  by  a  Committee,  informed  the  Senate  that  the  fol- 
lowing nominations  were  made  in  the  House,  viz : 

Joseph  B.  Lancaster,  Adam  Gordon,  George  W.  McRae,  Thomar 
Randall. 
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Fnurr  BiXLomro. 

JPor  Joseph  B.  Lancaster — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin, 
Brett,  Burritt,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Tracej,  Walker,  Watts — 10. 

For  George  W.  Macrae — Mr.  Priest — 1. 

For  Thomas  JRoiuiaZ;— Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Flojd,  Smltb,  Tabor 
—4. 

For  Adam  Gordon — Mr.  Costin — 1* 

Which  result  was  communicated  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  a  call  of  the  Senate,  whereupon  there  were 
p^sent, 

Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fair- 
l^nks,  Lprimer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Walker, 
Watts— 15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  the  action  of  (he  Senate,  relative  to  the 
election  of  Judge,  wjas  suspended  antil  the  result  in  the  House  should 
be  communicated  to  the  Senate,  and  the  Sepfite  proceeded  with  the 
o|deis* 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  relative  to  Elections  in 
this  State,  passed  December  29,  1845, 

Was  read  a  second  tim^»  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  A^ery,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Elections,  with  instructions  to  report  on  said  bill 
to-morrow. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Fairbanks,  McMillan,  and  Watts  were, ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  inform  the  House  that  the  Senate  had  suspen- 
4ed  proceedings,  relative  to  the  election  of  Judge,  until  2i  o'clock. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  2^  o'clock. 


2i  o'clock,  p.  X. 

A  -committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the.resi^lt 
of  the  vote  for  election  of  Judge  for  the  Southern  Judicial  Circuit, 
this  morning,  was  as  follows,  viz : 

For  George  W.  Macrae,  & 

Joseph  B.  Lancaster*  19 

Adam  Gordon,  2 

Thomas  Randall,  6 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  election  of  Judge 

lor  the  Southern  Circuit. 

A  committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  Joseph  B. 
Lancaster  had  been  by  the  House  doclared  duly  elected  Judge  of  the 
Southern  Circuit. 

The  President  decided  that  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  elect- 
ed in  each  House  being  necessary  to  a  choice,  there  was  no  election. 
W4iereupon  Mr.  Tracey  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 
On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Tracey 
and  Burritt,  and  were : 

Teas — Messrs.  Brett,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  McMillan,  Pries^ 
iSmith,  Tabor,  Walker,  Watts— 10. 
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-Nay^T-Messcp.  Averj,  Auitia,  BarrUty  Lorimery  Tracey — 6. 

g[>  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained, 
n  motion,  the  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Mc/ 
Millan,  and  Watts  were  instructed  to  inform  the  House  that  the  Sen* 
j^e  was  now  ready  to  proceed  to  a  second  voting. 
Mr.  Costin  withdrew  the  name  of  ^dam  Goixlon. 
A  committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  name  of 
Adam  Gordon  had  been  yrithdrawn. 

8SC0ND  BALLOTINO. 

For  Joseph  B.  Lancaster — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Aostin, 
Brett,  Burritt,  Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Tracer,  Walkeri  Watt»— -lO. 

For  Ra^s^daU — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  l^riest,  ^mitb, 
^abor— 6. 

For  Macrae — None. 

Which  result  was  comn^unicated  to  ihe  House. 
JlesuU  in  t^e  If  oyse  : 
For  Lancaster^  19 

Randall,  1^ 

Macrae^  4 

The  Presidei^t  unnouncod  Ihat  there  was  no  election. 

THIRD  VOTINC. 

For  Lancaster — Mr.  President,  Messrs.   Avery,  Austin,  Brett, 
fiurritt,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts — 10. 

For  Randall — Messrs.  ,Co8tin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Priest,  Sipith, 
^abor— ^. 

For  Macrae — 0. 

Which  result  was  communicated  to  the  House. 
Result  in  the  House  ; 
For  Lancaster,  19 

Randall,  18 

Macrae,  3 

Tlie  Presidejit  announced  that  there  was  no  election. 

FOURTH   VOTING. 

For  Lancaster — Mr.   President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett^ 
Barritt,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Tracey,  Walker,  Wattft — 10. 

For  RandaUr-MeBsn.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Priest,  Smtt^ 
Tabor— 6. 
For  Jtfacrae-rO. 

Which  result  was  communicated  to  the  House. 
Result  in  the  House : 

For  Lancaster,  19 

Randall,  19 

Macrae,  4 

^e  President  announced  that  there  >vas  no  election* 
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for  LaneasleT'^MT.  Pretidene,  Messra,  Avaiy,  Atiitiii«  Br^i  Bur* 
^ilt,  Lorimer,  McMUlaBy  Tracej,  Walkeir,  Watts — 10. 

For  RandaU^Menn.  Coatin,  Fairbanks,  Fioyd^  Pri«^i  Smith, 
Tabor— 6. 
For  Macrae — 0. 
Result  in  the  House  : 
For  Lancaster,  19 

Randall,  12 

Macnte,  4 

The  Preside(it  annouflcad  that  thare  wa^i  no  election. 

(SIXTH  VOTING, 

For  JLancastier — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Averj,  Austin,  Brett,  Bur- 
^tt,  Loric^r,  McMillan,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts-*]  0. 

For  jRf^uiaZ/nrUessrs.  Coitin,  Fi^rbanks,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabocr-5. 

For  Macrae-^. 

Which  result  was  communicate^l  to  the  House. 

Result  in  the  House ; 
For  Lancaster,  19 

Randall,  11 

Macrae,  5 

The  President  announced  that  there  was  no  election. 

8BVEN^9  TOTIIVO. 

For  Lancaster — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  .^rett,  Bur- 
/ilt,  Loriraer,  McMillan,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts — 10. 

For  Randall — Messrs.  Costln,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Priest,  Smith, 
Jabor--6. 
For  itfocroe-rrO. 

Which  result  was  communicated  (o  the  House. 
Result  in  the  House : 

For  Lancaster,  19 

Randfiil,  12 

Macrae,  4 

The  President  announced  that  there  was  no  election. 

BI6RT9  VOTING. 

For  Lancaster — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Bur* 
/itt,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts — 10. 

For  12am2a22r-Me88r;i.  Fairbanks,  Priest,  Smith — 3. 

For  Macrae-— 0. 

Which  result  was  communicated  to  the  House. 

Result  in  the  House : 
For  Lancaster,  19 

Randall,  12 

Macrae,  4 

'The  Presidojnt  announced  that  tb%re  was  no  election. 
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NDfTH  VOTIKO. 

For  £ranc€»ler— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  BteH, 
;Burritt,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts — 10. 

For  ISandaZ^Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Priest,  Smith, 
Tabor— 6. 

Which  result  was  communicated  to  the  House. 

Result  in  the  House : 
For  Lancaster,  10 

Randall,  12 

Macrae,  4 

The  Presklent  announced  that  there  was  no  election. 

The  House  informed  the  Senate  that  t|;te  House  would,  the  Senate 
^concurring,  postpone  the  election  of  Judge  for  the  Southern  Circuit, 
Wil  12,  M.  on  29th  instant. 

The  Senate  concurred  therein,  and  so  informed  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McMillan,  Mr.  Brett  was  excused  during  the 
jemainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Tabor  moved  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Avery  and 
Floyd,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Lorimer^ 
priest.  Smith,  Tabor,  Walker,  Watts— 11. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  McMillan,  Tracey— 4, 

So  the  Senate  adjourn^  until  to-raorro^  10  o'clock. 


Thuksdat,  -December  28, 1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  a^oumment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
Approved. 

Mr.  Tracey  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to-morrow  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  exempt  the  iphabitants  of  Amelia  Island  in  ,the 
XTounty  of  Nassao,  from  working  upon  the  roaids  on  the  main  land. 

Pursuant  to  previous  nptice,  Mr.  Itf cl^ean  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  An  act  to  authorize  James  Cockroft  to  e/itablish  a  feriy  across 
iShoal  River. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  sepond  reading 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Walker,  during  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  to  reconsider  the  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
^adopted  on  yesterday,  that  they  would  go  into  the  election  of  Judge 
for  the  Southern  Circuit  of  this  State. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Fairbanks 
.and  Smith,  ^nd  were; 
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^eai — Mr.  Pretidenty  Meatnu  Avery,  Auttin,  Brttt,  Burritt,  Lori'*' 
tber,  McMillan,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts— 10. 

Nays — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor-^. 

So  the  resolution  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  FairbankJB  moved  that  the  election  be  had  on  the  28th'inst' 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Fairbankr 
and  Smith,  and  were : 

Teas — Messrs:  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor— 6.- 

Nays— >Mr.  Presklent,  Messrs.*  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Lori<' 
mer,  McMillan,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts— 10. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Burritt,  McMillan,  and  Floyd,  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  inform  the  House  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  on 
yesterday  relative  to  the  election  of  Judge  for  the  Southern  Circuit, 
had  been  reconsklered  by  the  Senate,  and  that  the  Senate  was  now 
ready  to  go  into  an  election  for  said  Jtidge,  who  reported  that  they 
had  performed  that  duty. 

A  committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House 
had  reconsidered  the  vote  of  y^terday  postponing  the  election  of 
Judge  for  the  Southern  Circuit  of  this  State  until  29th  instant,  and 
that  the  House  had  resolved,  the  Senate  concurring,  to  go  into  the 
said  election  to-day  at  12  o'clock,  M. 

The  Senate  concurred  therein,  and  by  a  committee  consisting  of- 
Messrs.  Burritt,  Walker,  and  Costin,  communicated  the  same  to  the 
House — ^which  committee  reported  that  they  had  performed  that  duty. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Lorimer  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  destitute,  and  to  guard 
against  the  accumulation  of  pauperism  in  the  County  of  Leon. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading-^ 
to.morrow. 

Mr.  Floyd;  from  the  committee  on  Corporations,  presented  the  foK 
lowing  report : 

Tlie  Committee  on  Corporations,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  sundry  citizens  of  Apalachicola  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  respect^ 
fully  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  said  petition  is  signed  by  the  principal  pdrtion  of  the  tat  pay-' 
ers  of  said  city,  and  the  committee  know  of  no  reason  why  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners  should  not  be  granted,  and  with  that  view  the  com-^ 
niittee  submits  the  accompanying  bill,  in  which  they  ask  the  concur^ 
rence  of  the  Senate.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R;  J.  FLOYD,  Chairman. 

Which  WKB  received. 

Mr.  Priest,  from  the  committee  on  Elections;  presented  the  follow-- 
ing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Elections  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be 
Entitled,' An  act  to  amedd  an  act  relative  to  elections,  dec,  report  the' 
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of  the  Senate  therein. 

GJiBRIEL  PRIEST,  Chaimnui. 

Which  was  received. 

liCr.  Avery,  from  a  Select  Comtitfttee,  presented  die  fbilowing  re- 
port: 

The  Select  Committee  appointed  by  the  Senate  to  confer  with* 
a  similar  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House*  on  the  subjeet  of  au' 
amendment  attached  in^  the  Senate  to  the  House  Resohitidns  relative' 
to  the  expenses  of  Floi'Ma  Votunleers,  akk  l^»ve  lo 

REPORT: 

On  conferring  with  the  Committee  of  th^  House,  yonf  Commtttee' 
found  that  to  insist  upon  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  above' 
resolutions  would  endanger  their  passage,  eM  therefore  recommend^ 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  its  amendment. 

Respectfully  submitted,  O.  M.  AVERY, 

Chtfirraan  Select  Committee. 
Which  was  received  and  cobcurred  in. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  and  read  : 
tibvsE  OF  RBPSESBNTTATivEr,  Dec.  23d,  1847. 
JSTon.  President  of  the  Senate  .• 

Sib  :  The  House  has  this  day  reconsidered  the  vote  of  yesterday,' 
fMMtponing  the  Election  ofJtidge  of  the  Southern  Judicial  Circuit, 
and  adopted  the  following;  Viz'; 

Resolvedi  That  thb  House  Will  go  into  an  election  of  Judge  of 
the  Southern  Judicial  Circuit  to-day,  at  12'  o'clock,  the  Senate  con- 
curring. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives. 
The  House  returneiti  Senate  resolution  relative  to  the  adjournment' 
6f  the  General  Assembly  sine  Sie,  on  the  22d  inst.  as  amended  by 
the  House,  by  striking  out "  22d,"  and  inserting  "  31st." 
Which  amendment  was  concttrred  in  by  the  Seriate. 
The  House  transmitted  to  the  Senate  House  Preamble  and  Reso- 
lution in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  Public  Arms  and  Equipments, 
Which  was  read  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to- 
ihorrow. 

The  following  communication  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
^as  received  and  read  : 

Executive  Dbpartment,  Dec.  22d,  1847. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  transmit  a  communication  firom  the  Register  of  Public' 
Lands  for  the  State,  in  regard  to  certain  claims  in  the  Newnansville' 
District,  under  the  **  Armed  Occupation  Act." 

Very  respeetfully,  W.  D.  MOSELB¥. 
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^iB — i  have  just  beeii  put  in  poasestioa  bf  some  information  im* 
bortant  to  the  State,  and  in  relation  to  a  matter  on  which  I  think 
the  Legislature  shotild  take  immediate  action. 

One  of  the  State  Locating  Agents  in  East  Florida,  whilst  examin*' 
ing  the  maps  in  the  Land  O0ice  at  Newnansville,  preparatory  to 
entering  upon  bis  duties,  ascertained  that,  in  that  District  alone,  on6 
hundred  4ind  fifty  thousand  acres  of  ^nd  are  covered  by  claims  under 
the  **  Armed  Occupation  Act."  The  probability  is,  that  a  large 
portion  of  these  claims  will  be  forfeited,  and  the  land  revert  to  the 
United  Slates.  The  quantity  in  each  claim  is  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  only,  which  would  exclude  them  from  location  for  thcf 
State  under  existing  laws,  except  so  many  of  them  as  might  be 
wanted  for  deficient  sixteenth  sections,  and  even  in  such  cases  many 
woiild  be  lost  to  the  State  by  reason  of  their  areas  not  corresponding 
with  those  of  the  deficient  School  sections. 

These  lands  are  generally  valuable.  It  is  therefore  desirable 
that  they  should  be  open,  if  forfeited  by  the  claimants  under  the  act 
referred  to,  to  selection  for  the  State  :  and  it  is  the  more  desirable  in 
consequence  of  the  doubt  that  exists  whether,  even  then,  the  State 
can  find  enough  Osgood  land  to  satisfy  all  her  acknowledged  claims. 

As  these  lands  are  supposed  to  be  already  disposed  of  by  the  Uni. 
ted  States,  and  without  any  equivalent,  there  will  probably  be  less 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  allow  Florida  to  select  them 
by  quarter  sections,  than  there  would  be  linder  other  circumstances. 

It  has  beeii  suggested  to  me  that,  if  Congress  should,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  views  expressed  in  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Legis- 
lature, authorize  the  eight  sections  granted  for  fixing  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment to  be  located  by  sections^  it  would  be  more  profitable  to  the 
State  to  sell  the  right,  and  permit  the  purchasers  to  locate,  than  to 
have  these  lands  located  in  the  usiud  mode. 

I  mention  this  suggestion  without  remark,  as  it  is  a  matter  on 
which  all  can  form  as  correct  an  opinion  as  I  can. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfhlly  yours, 

JOHN  BEARD, 
Register  of  Public  Lands. 
Register's  Office,  Tallahassee,  Dec.  22d,  1847. 
To  Gov.  MosELBT,  Present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Schools 
and  Colleges; 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  certain  persons  to  establish 
a  Ferry  across  the  Apalachicola  River  at  Chattahoocbie, 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  '*  shall  the  bill  pass  V^ 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Brett,  Burritt,  Costin,  Lor- 
imer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts— 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Smith,  Tabor— ^3« 
17 
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86  sliid  biltpiUMed— title  as  stated. 

Ordered  thieit  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to^ 
organize  the  OireoH' Geurts  of  this  State, 

Was,  OB  motion^,  postponed  nntil  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  aet  to  change  the  name  of  W.  J.  Mc^ 
Caughan  of  Gadsden  County; 

Was  read  a  third  time,  anid  on  the  question  ^  shall  the  bill  pass  ?" ' 
the  year  and  najs  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Awerj^  Brett,  Burritt,  Costin,  Mc- 
Millan, Priest,  Taborj  Tracey,  Walker,  Walts— il. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — tHle  as  stated.  • 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House.- 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Sarah  A.  Alstony^ 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  tho  question  *'  shaU  the  bill  pass  V^ 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Brett,  Berritti  GostiBf  Lori-^ 
mer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watt8-^12.^ 

Nay — Mr.  Fairbanks — 1. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  .the  House. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  define  the  Western  boundary  of* 
Jackson  Gounty,  and  to  repeal  an  act  therein  named. 

Was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Tabor  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  afler  the  words  *'  Chipola* 
river,"  the  following,  viz :  *'  Thence  West  to  a  point  equi  distant  in 
range  twelve,  thence  due  North  to  the  dividing  line  between  town- 
ship  four  and  five,  thence  West  on  said  line  to  the  Ghoctahatchie  rir- 
or." 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  the  question  *'  shall  the  bill  pass  ?"  the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs^  Avery,  Brett,  Burritt,  Gostin,  Fair- 
banks, Lorimer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor,  Walker,  Watts — 13. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House; 

House  resolutions  relative  to  the  appointment  by  the  Governor  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace, 

Were  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question  of  their  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
for  by  Messrs.  Fairbanks  and  Burritt,  and  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Brett,  Burritt,  Lorimer,  Mc-- 
Millan,  Walker,  Watts— 8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Smith,  Tabor — 4. 

So  the  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  abolish  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Ap> 
akchicola, 
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'  WasToad  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 

^TOW, 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  exempt  the  citizens  of  Levy  County 
ifrom  serving  as  jurymen  beyond  the  limits  of  said  County, 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question  '*  shall  the  bill  pass  ?" 
the  yeas  and  nays  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avei^y,  Burritt,  Fairbanks,  Lori- 
mer,  Walker,  Watts— J'. 

Nays — Messrs.  Austin,  Brett,  Costin,  McMillan,  Smith — G. 

So  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  'to  amend  the  title  hj  inserting  "Ksertam," 
after  "  exempt." 

Which  was  adopted. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  in  relation  to  roads  and  highways  in 
the  Counties  of  Washington,  Benton,  and  Hamilton, 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to-mor. 
row. 

The  following  communication  from  the  House  was  received,  read, 
and  concurred  in,  and  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Burritt,  Fair- 
banks, and  Avery  instructed  so  to  inform  the  House,  who  reported 
that  they  had  performed  that  duty. 

Hoi7«E  OF  Represbntativbs,  Dec.  23d,  1847. 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sis  : — It  was  this  day  by  the  House  "  Ordered  that  the  election  for 
a  Register  of  Public  Lands  and  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  be  gone 
into  to-day  directly  after  the  election  of  Judge  for  the  Southern  Jii- 
dlicial  Circuit,  the  Senate  concurring  therein." 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 

A  committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House 
was  now  ready  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  Judge  for  the  Southern 
Circuit  of  this  State. 

The  House  were  informed  by  a  committee,  that  the  Senate  was 
also  ready  to  proceed  to  the  election. 

Nominations  being  in  order, 

Mr.  Burritt  nominated  Joseph  B.  Lancaster. 

Mr.  Floyd  nominated  John  Coleman. 

Mr.  Costin  nominated  Adam  Gordon. 

Mr.  Tabor  nominated  Benjamin  Wright. 

Which  nominations  were  communicated  to  the  House  by  a  com* 
ciittee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Tracey,  Fairbanks,  and  McMillan. 

A  committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  follow- 
jing  nominations  had  been  made  in  the  House,  viz  : 
Joseph  B.  Lancaster, 
Adam  Gordon, 
George  W.  Macrae, 
Thomas  Randall. 
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But  (hat  a  communication  had  been  received  from  Mr.  Randall, 
withdrawing  his  name. 

TBNT5   VOTING. 

For  Lancaster — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Bur- 
ritt,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts — 10. 

For  Chrdon — Mr.  Cost  in — 1. 

For  Co/eman— rMessrs.  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Priest,  Smith7r4. 

For  Wr^^--Mr.  Tabor— 1. 

For  Macrae — 0. 

Which  result  was  communicated  to  the  House. 

A  committee  from  the  House  announced  the  result  aa  follows,  viz ; 

For  Lancaster,  20 

Gordon,  4 

Coleman,  3 

Macrae,  2 

But,  there  being  some  informality  in  the  vote,  they  would  procee(| 
to  another  vote. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  pospone  the  election  indefinitely. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and 
Burritt,  and  were  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Smith,  Tabor— 4. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Burritt,  Floyd, 
Lorimer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts — 12. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  postpone  the  election  indefinitely* 

ELEVENTH   VOTING. 

For  Lancaster — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Brett,  Bur- 
ritt, Lorimer,  McMillan,  Tracey,  Walker,  Watts — 10. 

For  Gordon — Mr.  Costin — 1. 

For  Coleman — Messrs.  Floyd,  Priest,  Smith — 3. 

For  Wrighi-^Ux.  Tabor— 1. 

Which  result  was  communicated  to  the  House. 

Result  in  the  House  : 
For  Lancaster,  20 

Gordon,  10 

Macrae,  3 

Mr.  Lancaster  having  received  the  requisite  constitutional  majori- 
ty, the  President  declared  him  duly  elected  Judge  for  the  Southern 
Circuit  of  this  State. 

On  motion,  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Avery,  McMillan, 
^nd  Priest,  was  appointed  to  inform  the  House  that  the  Senate  wa^ 
now  ready  to  go  into  the  election  of  Register  of  Public  Lands  and 
Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  reported  that  they  had  discharged 
that  duty. 

A  committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House 
had  resolved,  the  Senate  concurring,  to  take  a  recess  until  3  o'clock, 
and  that  the  General  Assembly  would  then  proceed  with  the  election 
pf  Register  and  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
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The  Senate  concinve^  and  by  a  committee  so  inibrmed  the  House. 
On  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  8  o'clock. 

8  o'clock,  f.  k. 

A  Committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hon. 
.Joseph  B.  Lancaster  hod  resigned  the  office  of  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  ajid  that  the  House  had  elected  Hon. 
John  Chain  Speaker. 

A  Committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House 
had  resolved  to  postpone  the  election  of  Register  and  Clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  until  the  29th  inst.  at  1 2  o'clock,  M. 

The  Senate  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  with  the  Orders. 

Bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  sixteenth  sections  granted  by 
.Congress  to  the  State  for  the  the  support  of  Public  Schools,  and  for 
consolidating  the  School  Fund. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Tracey  in  the  Chair.  After 
some  time  spent  thereiQ,  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chair- 
man  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amendments,  and  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  fiirther  consideration  thereof: 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  to  amend  the  5th  section  by  striking  out  "  of 
Ibis  State"  in  2d  line,  and  by  striking ^out  all  afler  *' United  States" 
/in  line  3d ; 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Fair- 
banks and  Costin,  and  were  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Burritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Priest,  Smith — 5. 

Najrs — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Floyd,  Lorrimer^ 
McMillan,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Watts— 9. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adopt  the  amendment. 

Ordered,  that  said  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


Fkid^t,  December  24,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  roll  being  called,  Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin^ 
Burritt,  Lorrimer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Tracey,  Walts,  answered  to 
their  names. 

No  quorum  being  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Avery  the  Sergeant^ 
^at-Arms  was  ordered  to  go  afler  and  bring  in  the  absentees. 

A  quorum  having  assembled. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracey,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of  yesterday 
was  dispensed  with. 
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Punuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Tracej  introduced  a  bill  to1>e 
entitled,  An  Act  to  exempt  the  inhabitants  of  Amelia  Island,  in  the 
'County  of  Nassiiu,  from  working  upon  the  roads  on  the  mainland. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Watts  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled, An  Act  providing  for  bail  in  certain  <;ases ;  which  was  read 
the  first  time.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Traeey,  the  rule  was  waived,  the 
bin  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Av^ry  moved  that  hereafter  the  Senate  meet  every  day,  (Sun- 
days excepted,)  at  9  o'clock  A.  M. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Avery 
and  Fairbanks,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lorimer, 
McMillan,  Tracey — 7. 

Nays — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor,  Watts — 6. 

So  the  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Avery  presented  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas,  N.  P.  Bemis  did  on  the  21st  instant  resign  his  office  of 
Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  and  the  business  of  the  said  office 
has  in  consequence  of  his  illness  not  been  brought  up  to  the  date  of 
his  resignation,  as  it  is  necessary  it  should  be  to  save  his  successor 
elect  from  undue  labor  and  responsibility,  and  to  enable  him  to  per- 
form advisedly  the  duties  of  the  said  office — ^Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Florida  i^  General  Assembly  convened,  That  Hugh  Archer,  (late 
Comptroller  ad  interim)  be,  and  he  is  hereby  employed,  to  bring  up 
all  the  business  of  said  office, to  the  21«t  instant,  to  be  paid  therefor 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  sucli  sum  as  the  Governor  shall  allow. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  that  the  rule  be  waived,  and  said  resolutions  read 
the  second  time.. 

Whicb  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Lorimer  presented  the  petition  of  B.  G.  Thornton,  praykig 
; relief  for  building  the  capitol,  &c. 

On  motion,  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  said  committee  con- 
.slsting  of  Messrs.  Lprin(ier,  Floyd,  and  Avery. 

The  following  communication  was  transmitted  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor : 

Senate  <Dhambeb,  Dec.  24,  1847. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida : 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency  that 
an  election  for  a  Judge  of  the  Southern  Circuit  of  the  State  of  Flori- 
da has  been  hekl  by  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  that 
.on  the  eleventh  voting  Joseph  B.  Lancaster  received  ten  votes  in  the 
Senate,  and  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate by  a  committee  from  that  body,  he  received  twenty  votes,  and  that 
tihe  said  Joseph  B.  Lancaster  having  received  the  concurrent  vote  of 
the  majority  of  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  was  declared 
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Sj  the  Presiilent  of  the  Senate'  duly  elected  Judge  of  the  Southerly 
Circuit  of  this  State. 

V^ery  Respectfully, 

G.  W.  DOWNING, 
Secretary  Senate. 
The  following  message;  and  the  minutes  therein  mentioned,  sign- 
ed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives-were  transmitted  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

Senate  Chahbbr,  Dec.  24,  1847. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida : 

Sir  : — We  herewrth  transmit  to  your  Excellency  minutes  of  the ' 
l^roceedings  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Genera]  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Florida  relative  to  the  election  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts 
and  Treasurer  of  the  State. 

Very  Respectfully^ 

G.  W.  DOWNING, 

Secretary  Senate. 
W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  six- 
feenth  sections  granted  by  Congress  to  the  State  for  the  support  of 
I^ublic  Schools,  and  for  consolidating  the  School  Fund,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  on  the  question,  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?  the  yeas  and" 
nays  were : 

Yea« — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burrltt,  Costin,  Fairbanks, 
ftcMillan,  Tracey,  Watts — 8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Austin,  Floyd,  Lorimer,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor — 6.- 

So  the  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  Preamble  and  Resolutions  relative  to  the  passage  of  a- 
law  in  relief  of  certain  citizens  of  this  State,  was  read  a  first  time,, 
and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act' 
to  organize  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida^  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  on  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  pass?  the  yeas  and^ 
Hays  were  : 

Yeas-^Messrs.  Burritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Priest,  Smith, 
Tracey — 7. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Lorimer,  McMil- 
lan, Watts — 6*. 

So  the  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered,  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Senate  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Executors  of  George ' 
itingsley,  deceased,  to  sell  Real  Estate,  which  was  returned  to  the ' 
Senate  by  the  House  with  amendments,  was  taken  up,  and  the  Se-- 
itote  refused  to  concur  in  said  amendments. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  in  relation  to  roads  and  highways  in'* 
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(he  Count rds  of  Washing^o^,  Benton  and  Hannittdn,  was  r^d  a  thir^ 
time,  and  oh  the  question,  '^  shall  the  bill  pass  ?"  the  yeas  and  nayr 
were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Barritt,  Costin  Lor- 
fmer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Tracey,  Watts— 10. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  pasised — title  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  abolish  the  charteV  of  the  city  of 
Apalachicola,  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed^ 
for  a  third  reading  on  to-morro^. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  relating  to  crimes  and  misdemeanors, 
was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Burritt  offered  the  following  amendments ;  add : 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  in  this 
State  have  in  his  possession,  custody,  care  or  control,  any  forged  or 
fraudulently  altered  deed,  bill  of  eichange,  promissory  note,  order, 
check,  receipt,  bank  note,  drafl,  or  any  other  paper,  written  or  print- 
ed, whatsoever,  knowing  the  same  to  be  forged  or  fraudulently  al- 
tered, with  intent  to  use,  circulate,  or  dispose  of  the  same  in  any 
manner,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  for  any  fraudulent  purpose 
whatsoever,  such  person  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall 
on  conviction  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  by  standing  in  the  pillory  three  hours,  or  by  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  three  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  within^ 
this  State,  pass,  utter,  publish  or  sell,  or  attempt!  to  pass,  utter,  publish 
or  sell,  or  have  in  his  possession  with  intent  to  pass,  utter,  publish  or 
sell,  any  false,  forged  or  counterfeit  coin,  in  the  resemblance  or  simi- 
litude  of  the  gold  and  silver  coin  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  for- 
eign country,  which  is  by  law  made  current,  or  is  in  actual  use  and 
circulation  as  money,  with  intent  to  defraud  any  person  or  persons, 
a  body  politic  or  corporate,  every  person  so  offending  shall  be  deem- 
ed guilty  of  felony,  and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  by 
fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  standing  iu  the  pillory 
three  hours,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  ^ears,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court :  Provided,  That  no  person,  convicted  of  the 
offences  named  in  this  section,  in  any  Federal  Court  in  this  State, 
lender  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  shall  be  tri^d  or  convicted  for 
the  same  offence  in  any  Court  o^  this  State. 

Which  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  that  so  much  as  relates  ta  the  United  States 
coin  be  stricken  out. 

Which  was  lost. 

Ordered  that  said  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  organize  the  office 
of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  of  the  Slate  of  Florida,  approved 
July  23,  1845,  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed* 
Ibr  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Bill  lobe  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  James  Cockroft  to  establish* 
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A  ferry  Across  Slioal  Rif er,  wai,  on  motion,  read  a  gecoad  iua6  by 
Ha  title,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  third  time  by  its  title,  and  on  the 
question  *'  shall  the  bill  pass  T"  the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Costin,  Lorimer,^ 
McMUlan,  Priest,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Watts— 10. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  preamble  and  resolntiona  in  relation  to  the  removal  of^  the' 
Public  Arms  and  Equipments,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  the 
question  of  reading  a  third  timts  to.morrow,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  for  by  Messrs.  Lorimer  and  Burritt,  and  Were : 

Yeas-^Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin,  McMillan,  Tabor,< 
tracey,  Walts-^^. 

Nays-^ilfr.  President,  itfessrsr.  Lorimer  and  Priest — 8. 

So  they  were  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime  to-morrow. 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  the  sev. 
eral  acts  relative  to  County  Commissioners,  as  passed  by  the  Housed 
without  amendments. 

Ifir.  Burritt  moved  that  the  riile  be  waived,  and"  he  allowed  to  make 
a  motion. 

The  Senate  refused. 

The  House  returned  House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  exempt  the  cit. 
izens  of  Levy  Coubty  from'  serving  as  jurymen  beyond  the  limits  of 
said  County,  which  had  been  amended  by  the  Senate,  with  a  messageT 
stating  that  the  House  would  not  concur  in  the'  amendments  of  the' 
Senate. 

Mr.  Priest  moved  that  the  Senate  insist  upon  their  amendment. 

Which  motioor  was  lost. 

ilfr.  Floyd  moved  that  the  Senate  recede.  Whicb  Oiotion  pre- 
tailed. 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  for  t&e  relief  of  the' poor  and  defttitute,^ 
aad  to  guard  against  the  accumulation  of  pauperism  in  Leon  county, 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

House  bill,  entitled,  an  act,  to  make  valid  the  proceedings  of  sun- 
diy  persons  commissioned  as  Justices  of  the  j^eace  iii  this  State, 

Was  read  a  second  time* 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  to  amend  by  addiiag  at  the  end  of  section  2,  the 
following : 

By  reason  of  any  real  or  supposed  inequality  or  illegality  in  the  said' 
elections. 

Which  amendment  was  adopted,  atod  the  bill  ordered  for  a  thirc^ 
fading  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  rec^ess  until  8  o'clock; 


3  o'clock,  f.  K. 
Ifbe  Senate  proceeded  with  the  orders^ 
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Hoosd  bin  6ntided^  An  atet  to  provide  Writs  of  Error  in  criminal 
eases. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  com^ 
mittee  of  the  whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  McMillan  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spetit  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  bj  their 
Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amendments,  and 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  thor  further  consideration  thereof. 

Which  report  was  cOncurrtMl  in. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  on  mohdn  read  a  second  time  by  its  title. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barritt,  the  rule  was  waived,  the  bill  read  the 
third  time,  and  on  the  question,  '*  ShallUbe  bill  pass?"  the  yeas  and 
nays  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President^  iftfessrs.  Avery*,  Bvrritt,  €ostiii,  Lorimer, 
JfcJtfillan,  Priest,  Tracey,  Watts— 9. 

Nayfr— Jtfr.  Tabor— 1. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracey,  the  rule  was  waived;  iftid  have  of  ab> 
sence  granted  to  Mr.  Lorinrer  until  jtfonday  next. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  the  8eveta^  actr  regulating 
Judicial  proceedings. 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  that  the  rule  be  waived  and  the  biU  read  the 
third  time. 

Which  motion  was  lost,  and  said  bill  ordered  fbrathird  reading 
to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  authorise  the  Treasurer  of  Alachuft^ 
county  to  pay  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  jtfarion  county,  the  amount  of 
the  County  tax  in  his  hands,  assessed  and  collected  upon  lands  lying 
in  ilfarion  county. 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow* 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled.  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  to  establish  a  tariff  of  fees,  approved  February  19, 
1834,  and  which  was  approved'Dec.  25,  1845^ 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  on*  motion  of  Mr.  Avery  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  JIfr;  Tracey  allowed  to  move 
a  reconsideration  of  the  resolution  to  adjourn  sine  die  on  the  Slst 
inst. 

Whereupon  said  resolution  was  reconsidered. 

JIf  r.  Burritt  moved,  that  said  resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Which  motion  was  adopted. 

House  resolutions  relative  to  locating. the  school  lands  in  eights  of 
sections, 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to« 
morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  An  act  ta^ 
amend  the  execution  laws,  approved  15th  jtfarch,  1844, 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to*morrowr^ 

A  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  organise  the  county  of  Holmes^- 

Was  read  a  second  time* 
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ilfr.  Fairbanks  ofieredi  tke  following  anendaieDU : 

Add  to  the  end  of  section  9, (the  followini^.: 

Provided,  i\B  population  «hall  equal  the  eaListing  ratto«of  repretenta- 
rtion^  and  in  such  case  the  Judge  of  Probate  shall  order  an  election  for 
such  representatiTe  according  toiaw ;  And  prwided further jthtii  the 
population  of  Waltoacounty  jhall  not  boj^duced  by  the  taking  of  such 
county  of  Holmes  from  its  territory 'below  the  existing  ratio  ;  and  the 
Judge  of  Probate  shall  forward  a  copy  of  the  list  of  remuneration  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  no  election  shall  take  place 
for  such  representative  until  such  evidence  shall  be  produced  to  said 
.^cretaryof  State. 

Mr*  ilfoLean  offered  the  following  amendipent  to  the  amendment : 

Provided,  that  the  e]^>enses .incurred  by  taking  the.census  of  said 
counties  be  paid  out  of  the  State  Treasury. 

Which  was  lost. 

On  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  offered  bjr  Mr. 
Fairbanks,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  iftfessrs.  Fairbanks 
and  ilfcLean,  aud  were : 

Yeas — ^fessrs.  Avery,  Burriit,  Coetin,  Fairbanks,  Lorimer,  JIfc* 
ATillan,  Priest,  Tabor,  Tracey— 9. 

Nays — Mr.  President — 1. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ilfcLean  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  Circuit  Court  shall  belield 
in  said  county  of  Holmes,  commencing  ffrst  on  Thursday  after  the 
second  Jfonday  in  November,  and  the  Spring  term  of  said  Courts 
shall  be  held  on  third  3fonday  in  ilfay,  and  the  Spring  term  shall  be 
held  in  Washington  county,  on  Thursday  afler  the  third  3fonday  la 
Jlfay  in  each  and  every  year. 

Which  was  adopted« 

Ordered  that  said  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow« 

A  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  an  act  relative  to  elections  in  this 
State,  passed  Dec.  29,  1845,  as  amended  by  a  committee, 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  suggested  by  said  .committee,  being  put,  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  ^ 

Ordered,  that  said  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Resolutions  relative  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  offered  with  the  majorU 
ty  report  of  the  committee  on  Federal  Relations* 

Were  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  ongrossed  for  a  third 
Ing  to-morrow. 

Resolutions  accompanying  the  minority  report  of  said  committee* 

Were  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  to  strike  out  the  Ist,  2d  and  3d  resolutions. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  3fessrs.  Fairbanks 
and  Priest,  and  were : 

Yeas — ilfr.  President,  JIfessrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Lorimer,  JlfcJIfillau* 
Tracey — 6. 

J)fayft— jifessrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Priest— 3. 
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An  motion,  Mr.  Watts  was  excused  from  vodng. 

Bo  said  resolutions  were  stricken  out. 

0n  rootiop,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  iftfonday  next,  10  o'clock^ 


Mqxvday,  Decembex  37,  1847^ 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  ^officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  proceedings  of  Friday  were  read, 
amended,  and  approved. 

Mr.  Burritt  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  some  future  day  ask  leave 
Ao  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Representatives  of  Samuel 
Plair,  deceased. 

Mr.  Smith  asked  leave  to  have  the  following  spread  on  the  Journals. 

On  which  the  ye^  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and 
Priest,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  Presiijent,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks, 
Lorimer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor,  Watts— b-II. 

Nays — Messrs.  Floyd,  Tracev — 2. 

So  the  followmg  was  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  Journal : 

And  now  comes  this  day  the  Senator  from  Jefierson  county,  and 
explains  the  reason  Judge  Thomas  Randall  was  nominated  by  me  for 
the  Judgeship  of  the  Southern  Circuit  of  Florida,  which  is  as  follows ; 
I  asked  Judge  Randall  if  he  would  serve  if  he  was  elected,  and  his 
reply,  as  far  as  J  recollect,  was  this  :  That  if  it  was  an  open  ques- 
tion with  his  own  party,  he  would  be  glad  to  have  the  office,  as  the 
practice  of  law  had  declined  very  much,  but  that  be  did  not  wish  to 
be  considered  as  the  means  of  causing  a  split  in  his  own  party.  I 
then  told  him  that  he  ought  to  know  that  I  did  it  from  respect  to  him 
and  not  on  that  ground.  Judge  Randall  then  said  he  hoped  I  under^ 
stood  his  position.  And  from  that  conversation  I  inferred  I  had  a 
right  to  nominate  him. 

JOHN  M.  SMITH. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  he  allowed  to 
introduce  a  bill  t^  be  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled.  An 
act  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  to 
audit  and  allow  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Circuit  Courts  and  Su- 
preme Court  of  Florida,  approved  by  the  Governor  Dec.  29,  1845. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  that  the  Committee  on  taxation  and  revenue 
report,  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Senate,  the  probable  amount  of 
revenue  which  will  be  derived  from  the  taxes  under  the  law  at  prer 
sent  in  force  :  and  what  is  the  amount  probably  requisite  for  the 
current  expenses  of  the  year  1848  ;  and  whether  and  what  increase 
pf  taxation  is  necessary,  aqd  to  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

IV^iph  wa9  adopted. 
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Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  Mr.  Fairbaidu  wai  aided  to  the  Com^ 
AUttee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue. 

Leave  being  granted,  Mr.  Floyd,  from  the  Judiciary  Coramitleet 
^presented  the  following  minority  report : 

The  undersigned,  one  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to 
^hom  was  referred  certain  resolutions,  offered  by  himself,  and 
which  were  reported  upon  by  aiinajority  of  the  sajd  Committee  some 
time  since,  asks  leave  to  have  this  his  minority  report  spread  upon 
}(be  Jowmals  of  the  Sanate. 

REPORT: 

The,6r8t  argument  4n  the  Report  of  the  Committee  is  based  upon 
the  success  and  usefulness  of  the  Federal  Judiciary. 

The  undersigned  admits  that  the  Judiciary  system  of  the  U.  S^ 
Jia9  fulfilled  the  designs  of  (hose  Sages  who  framed  it  ^  but  he  de^ 
nies  that,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  that 
^f  a  single  StatCy  there  is  such  analogy  as  would  alike  recommend 
,tbe  application  of  the  same  principle,  or  the  same  practice  to  botiu 
The  very  nature  and  ej[tent  of  jurisdiction  that  it  was  deemed  neces* 
^ary  to  eonfer  upon  the  Federal  Judiciary,  required  that  the  people 
4>fl'he  respective  States,  in  their  tiuftvufuoi?  capacities,  and  the  seve* 
ral  Slates  in  their  respective  sovereign  capacities,  should  both  partic- 
ipate in  the  appointment  of  the  Federal  Judges.  And  why  ?  Be. 
icause  the  Court  was  vested  with  power  to  decide  cases  in  law  and 
equity,  between  individual  men  and  between  sovereign  Slates,  and 
iherefore  as  the  most  convenient  mode  of  effecting  this  purpose— *- 
|)rotecting  the  rights  of  individuals  and  the  rights  of  the  States,  as 
far  as  the  Court  can  do  it — the  right  to  nominate  the  Judges  was 
given  to  the  President,  wiio  is  the  Representative  of  the  People,  and 
the  right  to  confirm  or  reject  such  nomination  was  conferred  upon 
the  Senators,  who  represent  respectively  tiie  States  as  Sovereign 
communities. 

lu  cegard  to  the  Judiciary  of  a  single  State,  the  case  is  totally  dif^ 
ferent.  Here  the  jurisdiction  x>f  the  Judge  is  more  limited  :  it  is 
.confined  for  the  most  part  to  the  adjudication  of  causes  between  in* 
xiividuals  of  the  same  community.  That  community  therefore  is 
^lone  or  chiefly  interested  in  the  matter  of  an  ^upright,  learned  and 
wise  Judiciary;  and  in  what  manner  they  shall  constituto  the  tribu- 
iial,  is,  therefore,  a  question  of  mere  expediency,  as  is  admitted  by 
the  Committee. 

The  Committee  and  the  undersigned  agree  then,  in  one  point; 
ibut  they  suddenly  and  widely  diverge.  The  undersigned,  in  the 
preamble  to  his  Resolutions,  which  gave  rise  to  the  ^lous  and  elo- 
.quent  Report  of  the  Committee,  assigned  among  other  reasons  in 
support  of  his  propositions,  the  capability  of  the  people  to  select  their 
Judges.  On  this  proposition  the  Committee,  who  are  both  lawyers, 
adroitly  evade  the  direct  issue,  and  ask  whether  this,  (the  capability 
x)fthe  peo|de,)  ''is  any  good  reason  for  changing  the  Constitution^^ 
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^aad  develvHig  /upon  the  people  directly  the  ri^htto  «lect  t  f  n  refrff 
40  this  question,  the  undersigned  would  saj :  Yes  I  It  is  one  very  good 
xeason,  and  another,  still  better,  is  that  the  peopie  are  honest.  And 
.here,  the  undersigned  would  tender  the  direct  issue  to  the  learned 
and  eloquent  Committee,  whether  the  people  generally^  (or  the 
joomman  people,  as  they  are  soir.etimes  called  by  uii-common  gende^ 
men^)  are  not  -quite  as  capable  intellectually,  and  much  more  so 
morally^  XhtLti  their  very  select  agents  in  the  two  ends  of  this  Capitol  f 
And  the  undersigned  calls  upon  those  learned  barristers,  and  elo« 
^quent  expounders  of  Constitutional  law,  to  plead,  answer  or  demur  to 
4he  issue  tendered. 

Unusual  aljke  ^ud  averse  to  the  subtile  pricks  of  special  pleaders, 
lie  is  willing  to  give  his  adversaries  a  chance  to  aixiend  their  plea* 
provided  they  will  allow  him  to  file  his  answer,  for  he  cannot  but 
think  that,  with  all  their  learning  and  prudence,  they  have  been  be- 
trayed by  sudden  indignation  into  the  utterance  of  sentiments  which 
ione  of  them  at  least  would  gladly  recall.  '*  Do  the  'good  people," ' 
the  Committee  ask,  '*  of  this  State,  desire  that  that  high  office,  which 
holds  the  balance  of  justice  between  man  and  man  ;  that  looks  to  the 
fountain  of  Eternal  Justice  for  its  guide  ;  and  emulates  in  the  dispen- 
iuitions  of  Auman  justice,  the  wisdom  and  purity  of  heaven  ;  that  asks 
the  sanction  of  the  Most  High,  rather  than  of  man,  for  what  it  doesj 
ahould  become  the  sport  and  Coot  ball  of  electioneei^iug  demagogues?^ 

This  is  the  pregnant  plea — pregnant  alike  with  reverence  for  infi- 
liite  purity  and  wisdom,  with  rhetorical  elegance,  and  with  respect 
for  the  people — to  which  the  undersigned  refers,  as  one  that  may 
have  been  dictated  by  excited  passion. 

In  reply  to  that  Interrogatory,  the  undersigned  would  say  that  as 
one  of  the  people,  he  certainly  desires  no  such  sport ;  and  '*  as  far  as 
he  is  informed  and  believes,"  the  people  generally  do  not  desire  it. 

He  confidently  believes  that  the  honest,  sober,  sensible  people  of 
Florida  would  revoh  at  the  idea  of  making  a  '*  football  of  the  judicial 
office"  for  the  sport  of  demagogues,  whether  the  game  were  to  be 
played  throughout  the  State  or  only  in  the  Capital ;  but  if  the  game 
be  inevitable,  and  demagogues  must  be  indulged  in  it,  the  undersign- 
yed  thinks  that  Republican  jtistice  demands  fair  play,  which  can  only 
be  insured  by  allowing  all  the  people  to  participate,  for  he  is  opposed 
^0  monopolies  of  aH  kinds,  and  especially  to  such  as  are  calculated  to 
jestablish  a  virtual  monarchy,  or  what  is  worse,  an  irresponsible  and 
iieartless  oligarchy. 

And  he  further  believes  that]  If  the  people  knew  how  that  '*  high 
and  sacred  office  that  emulates,  in  the  dispensations  of  human  jus^ 
4ice,  the  wisdom  and  purity  of  heaven,"  had  been  debauched  by  King 
Caucus  and  his  subjects  in  their  nocturnal  orgies,  the  people  would 
rise  in  the  majesty  of  their  sovereign  power,  and  hurl  that  King  from 
his  '*  bad  eminence"  with  all  his  satellites  down  to  political  perdition 
as  profound  as  that  of  another  kind,  to  which  the  first  arch  rebel  was 
^^onsigned. 

)t  Is  said  that  when  the  arch  enemy  of  man,  meditated  the^ruin  of 
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6ur  rttcfey  ^e  Wafched"  an  oppbltunity  \dien  our  comrhon  moClitfr 
separate  from  her  mate.  Is  it  not  thus  with' the  political  adversary 
of  the  peoplie  now  ?  Does  not  King  Cauicus  seek  the  occasion,  when 
the  people's  Representatives  are  separated  from  their  constituents,  to 
Sidduce  those  Representatives  from  their  duty,  to  "  disrobe  them  of 
their  high  Constitutional  functions,"  and,  by  blandishments  as  sincerd 
and  disinterested  as  those  which  Satan  used,  persuade  his  victims  i& 
€ai  of  that  political  fruit,  which'  contaminates  even  the  sacred  purity 
of  an  embryo  Judge  ? 

But  to  the  argument. 

The  committee  have  drawn'  €h^  poHraU  of  a  Judge — such  a  Judge 
as  the  work)  ha^not  seen  since  the  days  of  Solomon  or  of  Daniel,  if 
tfien. 

'*  But  the  Judge  or  the  Chancellor,"  say  the  committee,  *^  to  be 
qualified,  should  bring  with  him  not  only  all  the  general  information 
which  may  be  sufficient  in  the  Executive  and  Legislative  capacity,  but 
he  must  besides  bring  with  him  a  profound  knowledge  ot  law  as  a 
particular  science,  and  to  varied  and  intense  readings  must  have  been 
superadded  practice.  While  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment finds  its  duty  clearly  defined  in  the  Constitution,  and  perhaps  a 
few  statutes ;  the  Judicial  branch  must  be  familiar  not  Only  with* them, 
but  with  all  law,  national  and  municipal,  common  and  statute,  civile 
ecclesiastic  and  military,  all  over  the  civilized  world,  if  its  duties  are 
upon  all  occasions  to  be  discharged  with  promptness  and  ability.  And 
(he  committee  believe,  that  it  is  no'disparagement  of  the  intelligence 
•f  the  people  of  this  or  of  anv  other  State,  to  imagine,  that  there  ard 
many,  very  many,  who  would  not  only  fail  correctly  to  estimate  the 
necessary  qualifications,  but  would  from  necessity,  be  without  the  ad. 
vantages  to  know  who  possessed  them,  or  to  sufficiently  discriminate 
between  competitors,  if  they  did."  And  pointing  to  this  picture,  the 
committee  tell  us  that  there  '*  are  many,  very  many  (of  the  people) 
incapable  of  discriminating  between  such  a  competitor  and  one  of 
inferior  qualifications."  Hence,  of  course,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
people  should  send  as  they  generally  do^  their  wisest  neighbors  to  e- 
lect  for  them ;  and  if  the  people  shoulcT  happen,  through  ignorance 
and  the  want  of  discridaination,  to  send  on  such  a  mission,  agents  no 
more  enlightened  than  themselves,  why  these  blind  guides  have  only 
to  be  conducted  by  some  kind,  initiated  friend,  to  the  magical  palace 
of  King  Caucus  to  have  all  that  was  dark,  illumined. 

The  committee  not  only  distrust  the  intelligence  of  the  people,  but 
«re  confident  that  the  people  are  too  much  involved  in  litigation  to 
select  a  Judge,  without  a  view  to  their  own-  'direct  and  personal  in-^ 
tiBrest."  Therefore  the'  cbmmittee  think  that  the  only  safe  depository 
of  this  **  high  constitutional  function,"  is  the  hands  of  those  select  men, 
who  never  have  any  law  suits ! 

The  committee  say,  "  as  no  man  has  a  right  to  be  a  Judge  in  his^ 
own  cause,  so  neither  should  he  contribute  by  his  vote  or  influence,  to^ 
ihe  election  or  appointment  of  the  man  to  decide  that  cause." 

The  corollory  to  this  proposition  is  similar  to  the  last ;  the  people  ait 
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Ikafe  cMJfMti  to  Be  tried,  therefore  ihey  oug&t  not  to  haVift'ttny  hand  lof 
electing  a  Judge ;  but  the  people's  R^esetUaiives  are  <dl  a  quiet, 
erdtrly  set  of  men  who  never  go' to  law,  and  therefore  they  are  alone' 
fit  to  exercise  the  '*  high  constitutional  fun<ition." 

To  sum'  up  their  cogent  arguments,  the  committee  conclude  that 
*'  until  man  and  his  nature  be  changed,  it  is  obvious,  if  such  a  system 
were  adopted,  parties  litigant  would  be  exposed  to  temptations  to  con- 
suit  their  own  interest  rather  than  that  ot  society  in  the  election  of 
these  public  officers."  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  in  the 
present  depraved  state  of  society  the  only  safe  cou>se,  is;  the  one  now 
pursued,  thaf  k  to  say  until  the  caucus  machinery  shall  have  been  car- 
ried to  such  perfection,  that  it  can  be  made  to  act  upbn  the  whole 
mass  of  the  people,  it  will  be  vtiae  and  charitable  to  entrust  the  ^  high 
constitutional  functions"  exclusively  to  such  number  as  Can  be  conve- 
niently subjected  to  the  purifying  process  oiKing  Caucus. 

The  undersigned,  overwhelmed  by  the  profound  erudition,  the  co- 
gent reasoning,  the  splendid  Rhetoric  of  the  committee,  and  rebuked 
by  their  blushing  ^^  MepubUctm  modesly,^^  would  have  shrunk  from* 
such  an  unequal  contest,  but  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  as  an  humble 
Sentinel,  to  sound  the  alarm  to  the  people  when  he  saw  King  Caucus^ 
with  his  ruthless  host,  casting  lots  for  the  s^ils  of  anticipated  vic« 
ttory.  .  Wen  respectfully  submitted. 

ROB.  J.  FLOYD. 

Which  was  received. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  reported* 
bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  County 
Commissioners,  as  correctly  enrolled. 

Mr.  Burritt,  from  the  Juidiciary  Committee,  presented  the  follow- 
ing report ; 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  was  referred  an  eni> 
grossed  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  entitled,  "  An  act  in' 
addition  to  an  act  to  oi^nise  Courts  of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florid 
da,"  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  fiave  had  the  same  under  consideration — that  in  their 
opinion  many  if  not  most  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are  already  the 
law  of  this  State-^^hat  there  are  other  provisions  that  the  committee' 
cannot  approve,  and  that  altboegh  there  may  be  some  which  are  salu- 
tary, as  a  whole,  they  cannot  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill — ' 
and  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  herein,  and  to  be  dis-* 
charged  from  its  further  consideration. 

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received. 

Also  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition^ 
Alexander  McKenzie,  praying  that  his  wife  Sarah  Jane  McKenzie  be 
allowed  to  take  a  child's  part  In  lieu  of  dower  assigned  her  in  the' 
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Estate  of  her  late  husband,  John  Herring,  of  Gadsden  county,  dec'd.y 
ask  leare  to 

REPORT; 

That  thej  hare  had  the  same  under  considemtlom^thgt  thej  ard 
not  ftirnished  with  anj  evidence  as  to  the  number  of  children  inters 
ested  in  said  estate,  and  are  without  anj  means  of  knowing  what 
consequences  would  folk>w  from  attempting  by  an  enactment  to  vary 
the  rights  and  interests  of  the  said  Sarah  Jane  and  the  chikiren  of 
her  said  husband  respectively  as  they  at  present  exist.  If  there  be 
but  one  child,  then  the  wife  would  gain  by  taking  a  child's  part,  for 
she  would  be  entitled  to  half.  If  there  were  two  children  only,  then 
she  would  be  entitled  to  one  third — which  is  Xh^  same  as  dower.  If 
there  were  more  than  tWo  children,  she  would  lose  by  taking  a  chiM's 
part  instead  of  dower.  The  petitioner  sets  forth  that  she  would  lose, 
and  that  the  children  would  gain  by  allowing  her  to  take  a  child V 
part.  If  that  is  all  that  is  wanted,  your  committee  cannot  see  why 
she  may  not  attain  the  object  desired,  by  a  voluntary  relinquishment 
by  her  and  her  present  husband,  the  petitioner,  to  the  children  of  a 
portion  of  the  dower  to  whk;h  she  is  entitled.  If  the  Children  are  not 
to  gain  but  to  lose  by  the  proposed  law,  then  the  committee*  are  of 
opinran  that  such  a  law  would  attempt  tQ  disturb  rights  already  vested, 
and  which  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  cannot  b6  done  by  legis- 
lative enactment.  The  committee  therefore  do  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  recommend  the  passage  of  the  law  proposed  by  the  petition — * 
and  they  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  conskleration  of  the 
Subject. 

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received. 

Also  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  #hom  was  referred  a  bill  tor 
be  entitled.  An  aCt  providing  for  bail  in  certain  cases,  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  they  re- 
commend  the  passage  of  the  said  bill  as  amended  herewith. 

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  a  Select  Committee,  presented  the  following 
Report : 

The  Select  Committee  appointed  t^  report  Upon  the  memorial  oi 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Philadelphia, 

REPORT: 

That  the  subject  of  providing  for  an  accurate  and  careful  regis- 
tration of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  is  one  well  worthy  of  an  at- 
tentive consideration. 

To  us  as  a  community,  dependent  in  a  great  measure  upon  the 
healthfulness  of  our  climate  for  an  increase  of  population  by  immi- 
19 
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gratioD,  it  18  pecUliarry  important  that  we  should  be  able  to  deinon> 
Btrate,  by  the  unerring  proof  of  statistical  tables,  its  favorable  vitar 
influences.  This  can  in  ifo  way  be*  accomplished  but  by  a  well ' 
digested  system  of  reglAration  of  births,  roarriagtes  and  deaths. 

Great  injustice  is  now  done,  we  believe,  to  the  South  generaUy^ 
and  to  our  own  Slate  particularly,  in- the  estimate  of  comparative 
healthfulness  instituted  between  it  and  the  Northern  States.  As 
high  an  extrar  charge  as  one  per  cent  on  the  amount  insured  is  now 
charg  d  upon  life  insurance  in  this  Stat^  over  that  in  Virginia,  Mat> 
ryland,  d^c,  while  your  Committee  believe  that  the  nsortality  and 
proneness  to  disease  are  actually  less  h;^re  than' th  re.  If  \ie  can 
establish,  as  your  Committee  believe  we  can,  by  statistical  tables^ 
the  superiority  of  our  climate  in  its  exemption  from  disease,  we  shall 
rapidly  promote  the  ingress  of  population  from  more  unhealthy  and 
sterile  portions  of  the  South.r  The  Registers  kept  by  the  Medical 
Oflicers  of  the  British  army  during  its  British  occupation  from  1763 
to  1783,  indicated  that  it  was  the  healthiest  point  occupi  d  by  the 
British  troops  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe  :  and  the  Registers  of  our 
own  army  have  shown  that  even  during  the  Florida  war  the  loss  by 
disease  and  death  was  less  than  at  the  garrison  stations-in  the  North 
and  West.  Our  towns  upon  the  coast  have  long  been  famed  for 
their  salubrity,  and  it  is  believed  the  hea'th  of  the  interior  would 
compare  favorably  with  any  portion  of  the  Unite  1  States. 

The  following  table  of  the  number  of  deaths  in  proportion  to  the 
population  in  the  cities  of  Charleston  and  Philadelphia,  show  that, 
whi  e  the  mortality  of  the  white  population  of  Charleston  is  no 
greater  than  that  of  Philadelphia,  the  mortality  among  the  blacks  in 
Char]  ston  is  fully  cne-third  less  than  in  Philadelphia,  and  is  said  to 
be  but  one-fourth  of  that  in  Boston  ;  facts  having  an  important  bear- 
ing upon  the  examination  of  the  question  as  to  the  more  sanitory 
condition  of  blacks  in  the  Slave  States. 

TctblM  of  Mortality  in  Charleston  and  Philadelphia. 


Charleston. 

Philadxlphia. 

Years. 

Whites. 

Blacks. 

Whites. 

Jilacks.^ 

1831 

1  in  46 

1  in  37 

1  in  39 

1  in  33 

1832 

1  in  55 

1  in  55 

1  in  28 

1  in  22 

1833 

1  in  55 

1  in  55 

1  in  47 

1  in  35 

1834 

1  in  42 

1  in  44  Y. 

Fever, 

1  in  41 

1  in  33 

1835 

1  in  43 

1  in  46 

dc 

^    do. 

1  in  38 

1  in  31 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  an  set  to 
provide  for  tLe  registration  of  births,  deaths  and  marriages. 

G.  R.  FAIRBANKS,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  a  Select  Committee,  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  office  and  ^ 
proceedings  of  the  Register  of  Public  Lands,  ask  leave  ta 
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REPORT; 

That  they  have  examined,  with  much  care  and  attention,  the  op. 
orations  of  this  office,  and  'liave  found  it  managed  with  the  utmost 
skill,  order,  and  economj.  *It  will  be  recollected  that  previous  to 
the  election  of  the  present  Register,  the  office  had  been  vacant  for  a 
year,  and  consequently  the  present  incumbent  has  been  reqtiired  to 
arrange  and  regulate,  not  only  the  business  of  the  ciirrentyear,  but 
4he  principal  portion  of  that  of  the  preceding  year,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  make  a  complete  organization  of  his  office.  His  attendance 
at  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  the  State  an  early  re* 
cognition  of  the  selections  made  has  also  been  required.  He  has 
also  attended  and  made  sales  of  above  twelve  thousand  acres  of  land 
in  different  portions  of  the  State.  Your  committee  deem  it  but  just 
to  express  their  favorable  opinion  of  the  promptness,  judgment  and 
ability  with  which  these  varied  and  arduous  duties  have  been  per- 
formed. 

The  operations  of  the  office  may  be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows : 


aUANTITY   OF  LAND   8ELBCTED. 


For 


Internal  Improvements, 
Internal  Improvements,  selected,  but  not 
reported, 


48,437  acres. 
7,371      " 
155,061      « 

43,737      " 


Quantity  of  land  selected. 

254,606      " 

BT  WHOM  SELECTED.                                 ]    J'J^J^^ 

SECOND 
QUALITY. 

THIRD 
QUALITY 

A.  M.  Randolph, 

A.  M.  Randolph, 

B.  F.  Whitner, 
H.  Wells, 

B.  Barkley, 
S.  J.  Perry, 

17,069  19 

12,134  00 

25,303  37 

4,154  18 

3,291  10 

8,190  00 

11,971  47 

22,286  00 

16,639  70 

8,552  71 

3,336  31 

3,910  00 

20,927  92 
25,333  00 
35,699  42 
10,303  06 
17,934  92 
7,570  09 

70,141  84 

66,696  19 

117,768  82 

66,696  19 
70,141  84 


Acres,  254,606  35 

Cost  of  locating,  $8,785  65 

The  amount  of  sales  have  been  11,805  acres,' producing  $32,825 
24,  and  averaging  $2  78  per  acre.  These  sales  were,  however, 
made  of  lands  long  since  selected,  and  some  of  which  were  apprais- 
ed at  only  $1  per  acre.  The  amount  received  seems  to  your  com- 
mittee fully  equal  to  any  reasonable  anticipation.  The  selection  of 
State  lands  is  proceeding  as  rapidly  as  practicable,  five  locating 
agents  being  now  in  the  field. 
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Further  tales  of  lands  are  to  take  place,  the  ensuing  Spring,  in 
Madison,  Jefierson,  and  Marion  Counties. 

The  result  of  the  operations  of  the  office  during  the  past  year  have 
|iot  only  eiiabled  it  to  defray  its  current  expenses,  but  to  lay  by  a  sur- 
plus  to  be  funded.  It  seems  to  your  committee  that  son^e  provision 
•hould  be  made  by  law  to  enable  the  Register  to  comply  with  that 
portion  of  it  which  requires  his  office  to  be  popstantly  open,  by  au- 
Ihorising  the  employn^ent  of  a  clerk  or  deputy  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  open  s^id  oQce  in  the  necessary  absence  of  the  Register. 
^  G.  H.  FAIRBANS, 

Chairman  Senate  Committee. 
O.  M.  AVERY, 
LOUIS  ALDRICH, 
Chairman  flouse  Committee. 
B.  J.  J.  MITCHELL. 
Which  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

The  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read, 
and  the  order  therein  contained  concurred  in  ; 

Hou^E  OP  Rkpresentatives,  Pec.  5}7th,  1847. 
Honorable  Presi4eni  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  :  The  House  has  this  day  adopted  the  following  ; 
Ordered  that,  the  Senate  concurring,  the  General  Assembly  will, 
at  3  o'clock  on  this  day,  go  into  an  Election  for  a  Comptroller  of 
Public  Accounts,  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  that  office  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  N.  p.  Ben^is,  the  late  Comptroller. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  R.  LANCASTER, 

Olerk  House  of  Representatives. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

JSngrossed  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  an  act  relating  to 
primes  and  misdemeanors, 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  ^'  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?'' 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas-^Mr.  President,  Messrs*  Avery,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks^ 
Floyd.  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey. 
WatU—14. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  an  act  relative  to  elecr 
tions  in  this  State,  passed  Dec.  29,  1845, 

Was  read  a  third  tii]r>e. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  said  bill  so  that  it  read  as 
follows : 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  i^ct  relative  to  elections  in  thb  State,  pass- 
^  Dec.  29,  1845. 

Which  was  adopted. 

0n  the  question,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass?"  the  yeas  and  nays  were ; 
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Teaa=r=-Mr.  President,  Messrs,  Avery,  Burritt,  Cosdo,  FaiHlmnki^ 
JiOrimer,  McMillan,  Tabor,  Tracej,  Watts— rip. 

Nayfr--rNone. 

So  the  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Tlie  following  communication  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
ivas  received  and  read : 

Exs;cxmv|B  Depaktment,  December  27,  1847. 
frtntlemenjofihe  Senate  <mi  House  of  Representatives : 

It  becoipes  my  duty  to  inform  you  t  at  N.  P.  Bemis,  Esq.,  re- 
signed  his  office  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  to  take  efiect  oa 
Tuesday  last,  the  ^Ist  instant*  His  commission  would  not  have  ex. 
pired  until  the  end  of  the  present  session. 

The  oQc8  being  thus  vacant,  and  the  power  of  appointing  to  fill 
ihe  vacancy  not  being  constitutionally  yested  in  me,  during  a  session 
of  the  Gendral  Assembly,  it  becomes  your  province  to  decide  whe. 
ther  or  not  you  will  elect  sok^e  one  Coipptroller  for  the  balance  of 
Mr.  Bemis'  Mnexpired  term.  Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  a^t  to  amend  an  act  to  organize  the 
/>ffice  of  Comptroller  of  PubUo  Accounts  of  the  State  of  Florida,  ap« 
proved  July  23,  1845, 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  '*  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?" 
Ihe  yeas  and  nays  were ; 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Fairbanks,  Lorimer, 
McMillan,  Priest,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Wattjh^lO. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  sanje  be  certifiod  to  the  House. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock* 


8  o'clock,  f.  k* 

The  following  oommunicatioo  was  transmitted  to  His  Excellency 
die  Governor : 

Se;n4Ti:  Chamber,  December  27,  1847. 
To  his  Excellency  ihs  Governor  of  Florida : 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  for  your  approval  a  bill  en? 
tided.  An  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  County  Commisr 
iioners,  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
signed  by  the  presiding  officers  thereof.         Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec.  Senate. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Avery,  Watts,  and  Austin,  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  inform  the  House  that  the  Senate  was  now  ready  to  go 
into  the  election  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  for  the  State  of 
Florida,  to  act  during  the  remainder  of  the  Session,  (Mr.  Bemis  hav. 
jog  resigned,)  who  reported  that  that  duty  had  been  performed. 

A  committee  firom  the  House  informed  the  3enate  that  the  House 
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^%B  TttAy  to  proceed  to  said  elections ;  whereupon  the  Senate  pro^ 
.ceeded  to  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  General 
Assembly  proceeded  by  joint  vote  in  said  election. 

By  the  invitation  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  the  President  of  the 
Senate  took  the  Chair. 

The  President  having  announced  that  nominations  were  in  order, 

Mr.  Forward  nominated  Simon  Towle. 

No  other  nominations  hemg  made,  the  vote  was  as  follows  : 

For  Simon  Towle — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Bur^ 
ritt,  Oostin,  Fairbanks,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  San- 
derson.  Tabor,  Tracey,  Watts,  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Ban^ 
nerman,  Brad  well,  3urnham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward, 
Garrason,  Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobart, 
King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Shel- 
don, Smith,  Taylor,  Waterston — 39. 

So  the  President  declared  Mr.  Towle  duly  elected  Comptroller  of 
public  Accounts  of  this  State  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  N.  P.  Bemis, 

The  Senate  having  returned  to  their  Chamber,  proceeded  with 
the  Orders. 

l^ili  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  provide  for  bail  in  [certain  cases, 
was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  said  bill  so  that  it  read, 
as^oUows,  viz :  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  allpw  the  privilege  of 
hliil  in. certain  cases.     Which  was  adcfHed. 

Ordered  that  said  bill  be  engrossed  for  .a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  organize  Courts 
.of  Probate  for  the  State  ofFIorjda,  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Burritt,  said  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

House  bill  eotitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
.amend  the  execution  laws,  approved  15  March,  1844,  was  read  a  se- 
ycond  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson  referred  to  a  select  com- 
jmittee  ;  said  committee  CQpsisting  of  Messrs.  Sanderson,  Austin  and 
^racey. 

^ouse  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  make  valid  the  proceedings  of  sun- 
.dry  persons  commissioned  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  this  State,  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  o{  Mr.  Fairbanks,  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  destitute, 
and  to  guard  against  the  accumulation  of  pauperism  in  the  County  of 
Leon,  was  raed  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  following  communication  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
.was  received  and  read  :  - 

ExBcuTivE  Depahtment,  Dec.  27,  1847. 
jGentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  enclosed  communica- 
nt ion,  which  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  without  de- 
lay.   The  subject  matter  has  so  frequently  engaged  the  attention  of 
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(he  (jeneral  Aissembly,  in  memorials  and  resolutiens  toi  the  FederaP 
Government,  without  a  redress  of  the  grievance  complained  of,  that 
/  really  feel  at  a  loss  to  make  any  suggestions  from  which  I  can 
hope  for  success.  The  information  communicated  is  derived  from*" 
A  source  entitled  to  the  highest  respect.-  If  you  shall  deem  its  consi- 
deration sufficiently  important  at  this  stage  of  the  session,  to  share  tC 
portion  of  your  labors,  it  is  respectfully  sDbmitted,  without  any  special 
Ttecommendation  on  my  part,  from  the  conviction  that  you  will  do 
what  in  your  judgment  may  b6  necfessary  and  proper  for  the  security 
of  that  portion  of  our  feUo  W-dtizdDfs' who,  from  their  proximity,  may 
be  more  immediately  interested  in  the  removal  of  this  remnant  of 
the  Seminol^s.  Very  rtspectfully, 

W.  I>.  MOSELEY. 

Casa  de  Laoo,  Fla.,  2lth  Decenober,  1847. 
His  Excellency  W.  D,  Mos*£by, 

Governor  of  Florida: 

Sik:  It  is  proper  that  I  should  communicate  to  you  the  following' 
extracts  from  a  letter  of  my  son's,  Hi.  F.  V^hitner,  jr.)     He  is  en. 
gaged  in  a  survey  of  Public  Lands  for  the  tl.  S,  about  sixty  miles  in- 
a  North  East  direction  from  Tampa,  on  the  old  road  to  Fort  MellonJ 
The  letter  is  dated  at "  Camp,  December  &tK,  1847." 

"  I  wrote  you  that  I  had  lost  one  of  my  mules  some  time  ago," 
(iibout  three  weeks  previously,)  '*  supposed  to  be  stolen  by  Indians^ 
Another  has  just  died,  and  I  am  lefl  with  but  one."  "  We  see  Indians 
^ry  day — perfectly  friendly — but  I  think  the  rascals  stole  my  first 
mule,  and  have  since  taken  all  my  corn."  "  I  have  been  compelled^ 
however,  to  hire  another  hand  on  their  account,  to  guard  provisions." 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  these  Indians  are  from  eighty 
to  a  liundred  miles  outside  of  the  boundary  assigned  them  by  the' 
General  Government-^many  miles  North  of  white  settlements,  al- 
though there  are  no  settlers  in  the  neighborhood  of  my  son's  survey.' 
If  this  state  of  things  is  permitted  to  continue,  collisions  must  inevi- 
tably  occur  between  the  white  settlers  and  these  marauders.  Prompt' 
communication  of  the  facts  to  the  Indian  agent,  to  the  U.  S.  officer^ 
in  command  at  Tampa,  and  through  them  io  the  Indian  Chiefs,  may 
be  the  means  of  having  these  robbers  recalled  within  their  prope/ 
Hmits  before  any  more  serious  consequences  follow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  obt.  serv^t. 

BENJ.  F.  WHITNER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  state" 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

House  preamble  and  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the 
Public  Arms  and  Equipments,  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks, 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  exempt  the  inhabitants  of  Amelia  Is]-" 
and,  in  the  County  of  Nas^U)  from*  working  upon  the  roads  on  the' 
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main  land,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

House  preamble  and  resolutions  relatire  to  the  ^sage  of  a  law  in 
relief  of  certain  citizens  of  this  State,  weref  a  secfond  tirhfe^ 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  am^nd  by  adding  at  the  end  of  section  2  the 
following : 

As  also  for  all  who  have  sustained  losses  by  the  Indians. 

Which  amendment  was  adopted,  the  rule  being  waived,  the  pre* 
amble  and  resolutions  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  of  Alachua 
county  to  pay  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  Marion  county,  the  amount  of 
the  County  tax  in  his  hands,  assessed  and  collected  upon  lands  lyin^ 
in  Marion  county,  was  on  mt)tion,  read  a  third  time  by  its  title,  and 
on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?"  the  yeas  and  nays  Were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  fiurritt,  Costin,- 
Fairbanks,  McMillan,  IVIoseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor/ 
Tracey,  Watts— 14. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Resolution  in  relation  to  the  employment  of  Hugh  Archer  in  the' 
Comptroller's  office,  was  read  a  second  time, 

Mr.  Avery  moved  to  amend  by  adding. 

Resolved  2J,  That  the  amount  of  said  allowance  shall  be  withheld^ 
from  said  N.  P.  Bemis'  salary,  so  far  as  the  said  N.  P.  Bemis  is  justly 
responsible  for  the  work  done. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Fair- 
banks and  Smith,  and  were: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Avery  and  McMillan-*-^2. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks; 
Lorimer,  Moseley,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Watts— ^12. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adopt  the  amendment.  Ordered  th  act 
said  resolution  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  regulating 
Judicial  Proceedings,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanln  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  etititled  an  act  to* 
amend  an  act  to  establish  a  tariff  of  fees,  appreved  Feb.  15,  1834, 
and  which  was  approved  Dec.  27, 1845,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Avery 
kid  upon  the  table. 

House  resolutions relatit'e  to  locating  the  School  Lands  in  eighthr 
of  sections,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrotv. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  organize  the  county  of  Holmes, 
tvas  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  ''Shall  the  bill  pass?" 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd, 
Lorimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Smiih,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Watts* 
*-13. 

Nays-^Mr.  Austin-^l.- 
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Bo  the  bill  passed.  Title  at  staled.  Ordered  that  the  sanofe  W 
bertified  to  the  House. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  Aa  to  itboHsh  the  Charter  of  the  Ci^ 
bf  Aj^lachieola,  tf as  reid  a  third  time,  an^  (At  the  queistloo,  Shall 
the  bill  pass  ?  the  yeas  arid  najrs  were  r 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austfn,  Costin,  Fairbankst 
lljoyd,  Lorimer,  McMillan^  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Traoey^ 
Watts— 13. 

Najs-^None ;  so  the  bill  passed  hj  the  requi^te  oonstitationai 
majority.  Title  as  stated.  Ordered  thiit  the  sanib  be  certified  toT 
the  House. 

On  motion,  the  Senale  tidjoomed  ctotil  tousttorrow,  10  o'clock/ 


TtyBSDAT,  December  28,  1847. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Cha(plain.  ^ 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracey,  the  reading  of 
(he  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  communication  was  transmitted  to  hiaf  Excellency 
the  Governor  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives : 

Hou2fE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  December  2S,  1847. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Chvemor  of  Florida : 

Sib  : — The  two  Houses  having  met  in  the  House  of  Representa-' 
tives  on  yesterday  (27th  inst.)  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  Comp- 
troller of  Public  Accounts  for  the  Stal6  of  Florida,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  N.  P.  Bemis,  Mr.  Simon  Fowle  was 
alone  put  in  nomination,  and,  having  received  thirty-nine  votes,  the 
President  declared  him  duly  elected  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts 
for  the  State  of  Florida,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resig- 
nation of  N.  P.  Bemis. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  C.  DOWNING, 

Sec.  Senate. 
W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives. 
Mr.  Sanderson  presented  the  following  Resolutions,  which  were 
fead  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Hottse  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened,  1st,  That  any  Territory 
which  the  United  States  may  hereafter  acquire  by  purchase  or  other.' 
wise,  becomes  the  common  property  of  the  several  States  composing 
the  confederacy ;  and  whilst  it  so  continues,  it  is  the  right  of  each 
citizen  of  each  land  every  State  to  reside  with  his  property  of  every 
description  within  such  territory. 
Resdvedf  2d,  That  in  their  opinion  the  Compromise,  known  ar 
90 
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the  *'  Kf  isscniri  Compromiite,"  haring  been  entered  into  by  the  Na^ 
tional  Congress,  under  mutual  concessions,  sbouM  be  sacredly  ob^ 
served,  and  declared  binding  forever  upon  the  Union. 

Resolved,  8(2,  That  in  the  event  the  '|  Missouri  Compromise"  shall- 
be  violated  by  our  Northern  brelfaren,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
Southern  representation  to  fall  back  upon  the  constitutional  ground  of 
equality  and  justice  ;'and  should  the  Constitutional  barrier  prove  in* 
sufficient  to  secure  to  us  an  equal  inheritance,  as  well  to  the  public 
domain  as  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  freemen,  then  to  withdraw 
fronrthe  National  Congress^  and  return  to  their  constituents. 

Mr.  Floyd  presented  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  which' 
were  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a-seeond  reading  to-morrow. 

Whereas,  large  tracts  of  the  public  lands  lying  in  the  vicinity  of 
lake  Okee-cho-bee,  and  in  that  regionSouth  of'^said  lake  called  "  The 
Everglades,"  being  covered  with  water,  are  incapable  of  being  sur« 
veyed  and  subdivided,  and  are  therefore  valueless  to  the  United' 
States ;  and  whereas,  it  is  believed  that  a  large  portion  of  said  lands- 
may  be  drained  by  canals,  reclaimed,  and  made  valuable  for  the  cul- 
tivation of  tropical  plants  and'fruits ;  and  whereas,  it  is  believed  that' 
these  lands,  if  reclaimed,  would  not  only  remunerate  this  State  for 
the  expense  of  such  reclamation,  but  would  yield  a  considerable  sur- 
plus above  such  expense — therefore. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresenliUives  of  the  Stale 
of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened,  That  Congress  be  request-^ 
ed  to  grant  to  this  State  all  of  said  lands  lying  South  of  Carloo-sa- 
hatchee  river  and  of  the  Northern  shore  of  lake  Okee-cho-bee,  and 
between  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  on  condition 
that  the  State  will  drain  them,  and  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
thereof,  after  defray  fog  the  expense  of  draining,  to  purposes  of  educa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Sanderson,  from  a  Select  Committee,  presented  the  following 
report: 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  be  enti- 
tled, An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  Execu- 
tion law,  has  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  REPORT  thd 
same  back  with  an  amendment,  and  recommend  its  passage. 

J.  P.  SANDERSON,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received.- 

The  House  returned  House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  provide  Writs 
of  Error  in  Criminal  Cases,  which  had  been  amendeid  by  the  Se- 
nate,  with  a  message  stating  that  the  House  refused  to  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buxritt,  the  Senate  insisted  upon  their  amend- 
ments. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  allow  the  privilege  of  bail  in' 
osrtain  cases, 
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"Wna  read  thethird  time,  and  on  the  question  ^  AM  the  bill  past  ?" 
i(he  jeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fair- 
trauiks,  Floyd,  Lorimery  McMillan,  Moseley,  Pries^  Sanderson,  Smith, 
Tracey,  WaUs— 16. 

Nay— Mr.  Tabor— 1. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  des- 
titute, and  to  guard  against  the  accumulation  of  pauperism  in  the 
County  of  Leon, 

Was  read  the  third  lime,  and  on  the  question  **  shall^the  bill  pass  1^ 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Aitery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fair- 
banks, Floyd,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith, 
Tabor,  Tracey,  Watts— 16. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  exempt  the  inhabitants  ef  Ame- 
lia Island,  in  the  County  of  Nassau,  from  working  on  the  roads  on  the 
main  land  in  said  County, 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  the  question  ^'  shall  the  bill  pass  ?'* 
the  yeas  and  nays  werej 

Yeas — Mc  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fair- 
banks,  Floyd,  Lorimer^  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith, 
Tabor,  Tracey,  Watts— 16. 

Na^s — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  au- 
thorize and  empower  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  to  audit 
and  allow  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Circuit  Courts  and  Supreme 
Court  of  Florida,  approved  by  the  Governor  December  29,  1845, 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Tracey  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their 
Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  asked  to  be  xiischarged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  the  amendments  adopted,  the  bill 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

Resolutions  relative  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  presented  by  Mr.  Fair- 
banks, the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Federal  relations. 

Were  road  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  the  vote  of  the  Senate,  relative  to  stri. 
kinff  out  the  first,  second  and  third  resolutions,  which  was  taken  on 
FnatLj  last,  was  reconsidered* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


156 

^B  motioo,  t|i6  gen^  look  a  recew  uUil  9  o'clock. 

8  o'CLOCf,  f.  jg.. 

The  Senate  proceeided  with  the  consideratipn  of  t|ie  resolutions  rela? 
live  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  offered  by' Mr.  Fairbanks,  the  minority  of 
^he  committee  on  Federal  j^elatiions. 

On  motion  of  Afr.  kipry  the  1st  resolution  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Avery  n^o^ed  to  substitute  the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  war,  bjeing  the  direst  calamity  which  cao 
))e&l  a  nation,  bringing,  as  it  does,  in  its  train  the  tears  of  the  wi. 
/low,  the  wail  of  the  orphan,  desolation,  disease,  apd  death,  should 
never  be  undertaken,  so  long  as  it  pan  be  avoided  with  honor,  or  so 
long  as  difficulties  between  nations  may  be  settled  by  negotiation. 

Resolved,  2d,  That  jn  tke  opinion  pf  this  General  Assembly,  ^  the 
immediate  cause  of  the  war  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
was  the  marching  of  our  forces  from  Corpus  Christi  to  the  banks  of 
the  Del  Norte"-r-and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  or- 
dering General  Taylor  to  the  Rio  Del  Norte,  at  a  time  when  ho 
had  in  his  possession  information  from  the  coipn^a^der  of  the  Mexi- 
can forces,  that  the  Mexican  trpops  would  remain  on  the  West  side 
of  the  Del  Norte,  if  the  American  troops  would  remain  at  Corpus 
Christi,  (the  President  withholding  from  Congress  that  information,) 
is  himself  justly  responsible  for  all  the  nioney  which  has  been  ex- 
pended, the  blood  ^hich  has  been  shed,  the  lives  which  have  been 
lost,  the  suffering  yvhiqh  has  been  endured,  ia  the  present  unhappy 
contest. 

Resolved,  Sd,  That  while  we  feel  free  to  express  our  disapproba? 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  precipir 
tating  this  country  into  a  war  with  Mexico,  we  do  not  mean  to  be 
understood  as  justifying  the  conduct  of  Mexico  towards  the  Unite4 
3tates  prior  to  the  war,  nor  as  proposing  to  withhold  the  support 
necessary  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  and  honorable  conclusion, 
belieying  as  vjre  do,  that  had  the  Congress  of  the  United  Statss,  even 
before  the  order  of  the  President  above  alluded  to,  deemed  it  expedp, 
ent  to  declare  war,  that  body  would  hiave  been  justified  in  doing  so. 
Therefore, 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Fairbanl^ 
and  Costin,  ^d  were ; 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lorimeri 
McMillan,  Sanderson,  Tracey,  Watts — Q. 

Nays — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Mqseley,  Priest,  Smith, 
Tabor— 7. 

So  the  substitute  was  adopt^d. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Resolved,  That  the  war  with  Mexico  is  National  and  should  r^i 
peive  our  united  and  cordial  support. 

]^r.  Sanderson  offered  the  following  substitute  ^ 
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¥^k«reM,  a  ttata  of  war  exists  between  die  United  States  aii4 
If  exicoy  therefore— 

Ruolved^  That  the  war  is  Natioaol  ^i  as  SMchi  requires  and  should 
^ceive  cordial  and  united  support. 

Which  was  adopted^ 

Ordered  that  said  resolutions  be  epgrossed  for  a  third  reading  to^ 
sorrow. 

Engrossed  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  Wllmot  Proviso,  accoinpa«- 
j^jing  the  inajoritj  report  of  the  comwiitee  on  Federal  Relations^ 
were  read  a  third  time  and  adopted. 

House  bill  entitled,  I^  act  to  aipend  an  act  entitled,  An  act  to 
^unend  the  execution  laws,  approved  l^th  March,  1844, 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  JVfr,  Sanderson,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  conOf 
mittee  of  the  whole  on  said  bill — Mr.  Avery  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  tirpe  spent  therein,  the  cooMnittee  rose,  and  hj  their 
jChairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amendments,  and 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Whk^  report  was  concurred  in,  the  amendments  adopted,  the  bill 
read  a  second  time,  and  the  an^endments  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  readiog  to-narrow. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  regulating 
Judicial  proceedings, 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  postpone  said  bill  indefinitely. 

Which  was  lost. 

Ordered  that  said  bill  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

House  preamble  and  resolution  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the 
Public  Arms  and  Equipments, 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  en  n^otiou  of  Mr.  Tracey,  laid  upoi^ 
the  table. 

House  resolutions  relative  to  locating  the  School  I^ands  in  eighths 
of  sections, 

Were  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Engrossed  resolution  in  relation  to  the  employment  of  Hugh  Ar* 
cher  in  the  Comptroller's  oflke, 
-  Was  read  the  third  tinoe  and  passed. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  declare  Pittman's  Creek,  in  Walton 
County,  a  navigable  stream, 

Was  read  tb^  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor^ 
row. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  qualification,  and  to 
prescribe  the  duties,  of  Clerks,  Sherifis,  and  County  Commissioners 
elected  on  the  Ist  Monday  in  October,  1847,  and  for  other  purposes, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morr 
row. 

Home  bill  entitled,  An  act  in  relation  to  roads  in  Colombia  an^ 
Nassau  Counties, 
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Was  read  the  first  tkne,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to*mor» 
row. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  granted 
to  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  Internal  Inaprovement, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 

FOW. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Sarah  A.  Hoi- 
den,  of  Jackson  X^ountj,  4o  that  ef  fiarah  A.  Howell, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  aad  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to^mor- 
row. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  aet  amendatory  of  <he  criminal  laws  now 
in  force  in  this  State, 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 

K)W. 

House  preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  a  speedy  survey  of  the 
private  land  claims  in  Florida, 

Was  read  the  first  time  andorderedfor  a  second  reading  on  to-mor- 
row. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  organize  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida, 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor» 

BOW. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  making  appropriation  for  the  payment 
of  the  printing  a|id  binding  of  Thompson's  Digest,  and  finally  dis- 
posing thereof 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to* 
morrow. 

X)n  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  10  o'clock. 


Wbdnbsdat,  December  29, 184T. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

'  The  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read : 
House  of  Repbesentativbs,  Dec.  28,  1847. 
Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sis  : — I  transmit,  with  the  enclosed  bill,  the  documents  respective* 
ly  connected  with  Ihe  passage. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 
Also  the  followinjo; : 

House  of  Rspbxseivtatives,  Dec.  27,  1847. 
Pan.  President  of  the  Senate : 
Sis  : — Senate  bill  entitled,  <<  An  act  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
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t^groef  hiCo  the  County  of  Franklin,  in  this  State,  for  hire,  belonfglnj^ 
to  non-residents,- '  was  this  daj  lost,  in  the  House. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 
Also  the  following : 

House  of  REPREsisNTATiyBs,  Dec.  28,  1647. 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senates 

Sib  : — ^The  amendments  to  House  '*  Preamble  akid  Resolution  rela. 
five  to  the  passage  of  » law  in  relief  of  certain  citizens  of  this  State/' 
were  this  day  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Very  Respectfully, 
W.  B.  LANCASTER^ 
Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 
Also  the  following :' 

House-  of  RspsBSBNTAnvEs,  Dec.  27,  1847. 
Sonarahle  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sib  : — The  House  insists  upon  its  amendment  to  the  enclosed  bilP 
entitled,  An  act  to  authorize  the  Executors  of  George  Kingsley,dec'd. 
to  sell  real  estate. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 
Whereupon  the  Senate  insisted  upon  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House,  and  Messrs.  Burritt,  Sanderson  and  Smithy 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  on  said  bill. 
The  following  message  was  also  received  and  read : 

House  of  Repbesentatives,  Dec.  27,  1847. 
honorable  President  of  the  Senate : 

SiB : — ^The  House  insists  upon  its  disagreement  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  House  bill  entitled,  *'  An  act  to  provide 
Writs  of  Error  in  criminal  cases,"  and  has  appointed  Messrs.  Hag* 
ner.  Forward  and  Scott,  joint  committee  of  conference  to  act  with  a 
similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  in  the  further  disposal  of 
said  bill.  . 

^     Very  Respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 
Whereupon  Messrs.  Burritt,  Fairbanks  and  Avery  were  appointed^ 
a  committee  to  confer  with  said  committee  from  the  House  on  said^ 
biU. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY- 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ati  act  to" 
authorize  and  empower  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  to  audit* 
and  allow  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Circuit  Courts  and  Supreme' 
€oart,  approved  by  the  Governor,  Dec.  29,  1845, 
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Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  questien  **  shall  the  MlfMitt^ 
the  yeas  and  nays  ^ere : 

xeas-^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costio/ 
Fairbanks,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Watts — 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Floyd,  Priest  and  Tabor — 3. 

So  said  bill  passed.  Title  as  stated.  Ordered  tha!t  the  same  be 
certified  to  (he  House. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  anMfhd  aCn  act  entitled  an  act  to' 
amend  the  Execution  laws,  approved  15th  Mardh,  1944,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  on  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  pass?  the  yeas  an(f 
nays  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Borritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Priest,  Sanderson — 5. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery«  Austin,  Floyd,  Lorimer, 
McMillan,  Smith,  Tabor,  Watts-^9. 
'   So  said  bill  was  lost. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  in  relation  to  roacds  in  Columbia  and 
Nassau  counties. 

Was  read  the  second  thne,  and  it  appearing  that  said  bill  was 
precisely  like  a  bill  of  the  same  nature  sent  down  to  the  House  fronf 
the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  the  Secretary  was  orderecf 
to  return  said  bill  to  the  House,  with  the  request  that  the  House 
transmit  to  the  Senate  the  original  Senate  bill  on  said  subject. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  qualifications,  and  to' 
prescribe  the  duties  of  Clerks,  Sheriffs  and  County  Commissioners, 
elected  on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  1 847,  and  for  other  purposes,' 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  declare  Pitman's  Creek,  in  Walton 
County,  a  navigable  stream. 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-mor^ 
^ow. 

House  bill  erilitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  sal^ 
of  the  lands  granted  to  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  Internal  improve- 
ment. 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Avery  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  conveyances  of  land  made  by  thfl( 
Register  of  Public  Lands  shall  be  attested  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
6nder  the  seal  of  the  State  ;  and  that  conveyances  so  attested  shall 
be  permitted  to  be  recorded  in  the  same  manner  as  other  deeds  are 
itecorded. 

Which  ^as  adopted. 

Mr.  Floyd  offered  the  following  amendment  r 

Be  U  further  enacted.  That  after  said  lands  shall  have  been  offer- 
ed as  is  contemplated  under  the  above  sections  of  this  act,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  become  a  purchaser  or  purchasenr 
of  said  lands,  that  may  not  have  been  sold,  at  the  following  prices,  to 
wit :  for  first  rate  land,  one  dollar  per  acre ;  second  rate,  seventy, 
five  cents  ;  and  third  rate,  fifty  cents ;  and  said  Register  be,  and  he 
h  hereby,  authorized  to  take  the  same  security  as  in  other  cases ;  anc^ 
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that  no  one  |>enoii  «hall  be  entitled  to  purchase,  ilndi^'r  thit  amead- 
ment,  indre  than  eighty  acres. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Engrossed  resolutions  relative  to  the  Mexican  war, 

Were  read  a  third  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  laid  upon^ 
the  table. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Sarah  A.  Hol- 
den,  of  Jackson  County,  to  that  of  Sarah  A.  Howell, 

Was  read  a  second  tiiike,  land  ordered  for  a  thtrd  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Itct  atnlendatory  cif  the  criminal  laws  noM^ 
in  force  in  this  Stale, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  indefinitely 
JHMtponed. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  organize  the  Circuit 
tlourts  of  the  State  of  Florida, 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr,  Sanderson  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  f*  fiv^,**  where  it 
dccurs  in  the  8th  line  of  siectioh  1st,  and  insert  "  ^ii." 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Said  bill  was  ordered  for  a  fhird  rea^ding  to-rtorrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  making  appropriation  fb'r  the  payment 
of  the  printing  of  Thompson'^  Digest,  and  finally  disponing  thereof. 

Was  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  postponed  until  t^-iifiorrow. 

Resolutions  relative  to  the  war  with  Mexic6,  ofi^red  by  Mr.  San- 
derson, 

Were  read  ther  second  tincte,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-mofroiv. 

Preamble  and  Resolution  relative  to  the  draining  of  the  Everglades', 

Were  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  %  third 
heading  to-morrow. 

House  Preamble  and  Resolution  relative  to  a  speedy  iilrief  of 
the  Private  Land  Claims  in  Florida, 

Were  read  a  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

J,  House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  at;$end  the  sevend  acts  regulating 
Judicial  Proceedings,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question, 
Shall  the  bill  pa^ji  ?  the  yeas  and  n^ys  were  r  . 

.  Yeas — Mr.  President,  M^ssrsl.  Austin,  Burritt,  Costiui  Lorimer, 
McMillan,  Priest,  Tabor— 8.    . 

Nays — Messrs.  Avery,  JFloyd,  Moseley,  Tracey— 4» 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Craven  G.  Fife, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  tor  a  second  reading  to-mor«' 
row. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  R.  E.  Little, 

Was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Austin  moved  that  the  rule  be  Waived,  and  said  bill  read  i 
fccond  time. 
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Which  motion  was  lost,  and  the  bill  ordered  for  a  secofkOeadiogt 
to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Stone, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

On  motion,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Tabor 
and  McMillan,  was  appointed  to  inform  the  House  that  the  Senate 
was  now  ready  to  go  into  the  election  of  Register  of  Public  Lands- 
and  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  reported  that  that  duty  had^ 
been  performed. 

A  committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House- 
was  ready  to  go  into  said  elections. 

Whereupon  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  House  of  Represen(ati?es«- 

On  the  invitation  of  the  Speaker,  the  President  took  the  Chair. 

The  President  having  announced  that  nominationrfor  Clerk  of  the' 
Supreme  Court  were  in  order, 

Mr.  Lorimer  nominated  D*  P.  Hogoe. 

Mr.  Blackburn  nominated  Marianne  D.  Papy. 

The  vote  was  as  follows : 

For  Hogue-^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin^  Burritt^  Lori-^ 
mer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Sanderson,  Tracey,  Watts,  Mr.  Speaker, 
Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan^  Collins^  Crawford,  Hagner, 
Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M»  Maxwell,  Morrison, 
Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Tanner,  Waterson — 29. 

For  Papy — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Priest,  Smith,  Ta* 
bor,  Aldrich,  Allison,  Arnou,  Blackburn,  Burnham*  Cook,  Forward, 
Garrason,  Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell 
of  Monroe,  Ross,  Shields,  Taylor— 23. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  the  elections  were  suspended,  and  the 
Senate  returned  to  their  Chamber. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  3 'o'clock. 


8  o'clock,  p.  X. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.- Fairbanks,  Mr.  Sanderson  was  added  to^  the* 
committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd;  the  rule  was  waived,  and  he  allowed  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  organize  a  school  for  th6 
education  of  poor  children;  within  the  county  of  Franklin. 

Which  was  read- the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  time 
by  its  title;;  and  ordered  to 'be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  rule  being?  waived,  Mr.Moseley  was  allowed  to  present  a  peti* 
tion  firom  sundiy  crtixens  of  Colmnbia  county,  praying  an  appropria-- 
tion  for  the  cleaning  out  of  the  River  Sawannee. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements. • 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Sanderson  presented  a  petition  of  th»' 
same  nature.- 
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Which  was  also  referred  to  the  committee  on  latemal  ImproTe. 
ements. 

The  House  returned  Senate  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  Wihnot 
Proviso,  as  passed  by  the  House,  without  amendments. 

Ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

On  motion,  the  jSenate  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


Thtbsdat,  December  80,  1847. 

The  ISenate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

RoKT.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  pieseot,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Traoey,  the  reading  of 
the  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Repre. 
sentatives  and  read : 

Houw  RaPKBsisNTAjnvBs,  December  29th,  1847. 
HtmoraJbUe  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — The  Souse  has  adopted  the  following,  relative  to  the  sub- 
ject  for  the  special  -consideration  of  which  the  joint  Assembly  this 
•day  adjourned : 

1.  Meselvedf  As  tfae«enee  of  this  House,  that  when  the  Constitu- 
ftion  of  this  State  requires  a  concurrent  vote  of  both  Houses  of  the 
Creneral  Assembly,  or  when  it  requives  4i  joint  vote  of  both  Houses 
of  the  General  Aisembly,  then,  and  in  such  ««  event,  there  should 
be  a  majority  of  all  those  who  are  quail  lied  as  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives  to  constitute  a  choice,  leaving  out  of  the  number  any  that 
may  hi^e  died,  resigned,4>r  obtained  leave>«f  abeenoe  for  tiM  balance 
«f  the  session. 

2.  Mesolvedf  As  fh«  further  sense  ^  (his  House  t%at,  when  the 
ConstUutiMi  or  the  law  requiring  a  joint  vote  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, then,  and  in  that  event,  a  majority  of  a  quorum  of  those  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  who  have  qucUified  only  is  necessary  to  a 
choice,  leaving  out  of  the  computation  any  that  may  have  died,  re« 
signed,  or  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  the  balance  of  the  session. 

Which  is  ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  Senate. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  House  Representatives. 
On  the  question  to  concur  in  said  resolutioq^,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and  Tabor,  and  were : 
Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  LorinMr  and  Tracey — 3. 
Nays — Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  BurriH,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd, 
McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Watts — 14. 
So  the  Senate  refused  to  concur. 
Mr.  Sanderson  offered  the  following  resolution:: 
Whxbeas,  It  is  important  the  there  should  be  a  uniformity  of  con- 
struction for  future  guidance  and  action  of  the  two  Houses  of  the 
fienerml  Assembly  in  all  cases  of  election  by  said  bodies:  therefore. 
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Be  it  Resolved^  As  the  sense  of  the  General  Assembly,  that  when 

e'  e  Constilutipn  of  the  State  requiries  a  concurrent  vote  of  botti 
ouses  of  the  General  Assembly,  then,  and  in  that  event,  ther^ 
should  be  a  majority  of  all  the  Senators  and  Representatives  elect  to 
constitute  a  choice :  and  thai  when  the  Constitution  of  the  State  re- 
quires  a  joint  vote,  then,  and  in  such  event,  there  should  be  a  major- 
ity  of  all  the  Senators  and  Representatives  present,  provided  there  is 
a  majority  of  each  body  present. 

Which  were  r^c^ived,  tnd  ordered  to  1^^  pla^d  among  the  orders 
of  the  day, 

Mr,  Burritt  moved  the  following : 

Mr,  Burritt  moves  that  the  Senate  communicate  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  its  readiness  to  wait  upon  that  body,  at  any  hour  of 
this  day  which  may  suit  its  convenience,  to  proceed  in  the  eleeiion  of 
a  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  and  Register  of  the  Pub- 
He  Lands,  and  which  election  was  suspended  on  yesterday. 

Which  was  adopted,  and  the  House  infi>rmed  by  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Moseley,  and  Costin. 

Mr,  Tabor  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  this  General  Assembly,  (the  House  of  Represent- 
atives  concurring,)  adjourn  sine  die  on  the  6th  day  of  January,  1848u 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
to-morrow, 

A  committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House 
>vas  ready  to  proceed  with  the  election  of  Register  of  Public  Landi| 
and  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  so  soon  as  the  Senate  should  be 
pleased  to  proceed  therewith, 

'    Mr,  Floyd  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  thc» 
first  time. 

Resolved  hy  the  Sencde  of  the  General  Assembly  cf  the  State  of 
Florida,  That  the  important  public  services  of  Major  ueneral  Zacha- 
rj  Taylor,  his  admitted  ability  and  strict  integrity,  his  elevated  posi- 
tjon  in  the  conGdence^bf  the  American  people,  his  republican  habits 
and  manners,  and  his  independent  rolation  to  the  two  great  political 
parties  of  the  country,  alh  point  to  hin^  at  a  time  so  critical  as  this,  as 
the  first  choice  of  the  American  people  &i  the  office  of  President  of 
|he  United  States. 

l^r*  Floyd  nibyed  that  the  rule  be  waived  and  said  xesolution  rea^ 
a  siecond  time. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and 
(Costin,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr,  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Costin,  Floyd,  McMillan, 
Sanderson,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Watts — 9, 

Nays — Messrs.  Burritt,  Fairbanks,  Mosely,  Priest,  Smith — 5. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  waive  the  rule. 

Ordered  that  said  resolution  be  read  a  second  time. 

ter.  Watts  from  the  committee  on  taxation  and  revenue  presented 
the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue,  who  were  instructed 
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te  report  the  amonnt  which  may  be  realized  from  the  taxes  astesseid 
gilder  the  present  laws,  and  what  amount  will  be  necessary  for  the 
current  expenses  of  the  year  1648,  and  whether  any,  and  what 
amount  of  other  or  additional  taxes  are  requisite,  beg  leave  respect* 
fyllyto  REPORT: 

That  they  hare  fully  and  carefully  examined  the  subject  referred 
^  thep,  and  from  an  examination  of  the  auessment  rolls  of  the  year 
1847,  they  Bnd  that,  the  amount  assessed  for  that  year  was,  includ* 
ing  double  taxes,  the  sum  of  851,781. 80'-rthat  the  amoums  deducted 
|]br  insolvencies  an(]  overcharges,  including  the  expense  of  assessing 
and  collecting,  would  reduce  the  amount  which  has  been,  and  wiU 
probably  be  paid  inta  the  Treasury,  to  the  sum  of  about  841,000 — 
that  taking  the  assessment  of  1847  as  our  guide  in  estimating  the 
amount  which  may  be  collected  for  the  year  1848,  undes  the  rate^ 
of  taxation  prescribed  by  existing  laws,  we  can  hardly  estimate  that 
the  nett  receipts  will  be  an  amount  exceeding  842,000. 

The  next  point  to  wl^ich  our  attention  is  directed  by  the  resolution 
18  the  probal^le  expet^diture  for  t)ie  support  of  the  State  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1848 — upon  which  point  your  Committee  submit 
the  following  estimate,  prepared  by  the  Con^ptroller  under  a  resolu- 
tion from  the  House  of  Representatives — remarking,  however,  that 
^e  deem  the  estimate  for  paying  jurors  as  too  low,  but  perhaps  the 
general  estimate  is  very  nearly  correct ;  and  remarking  further  that 
Uie  oqt^anding  balances  due  from  the  Sheriffs  for  the  year  1847, 
are  considered  sufficient  by  the  Comptroller  to  meet  the  outstanding 
warrants  issued  prior  to  Ist  Nov.  ]  847. 

Probable  Expenditures  for  FiiM^al  Year  1848. 

Estimated  amount  outstanding,  not  audited,  and  which 

accrued  prior  to  Fall  Term,  1847,  •  .  8l,20Q 

Legislative  Department.-^Betnion  of  45  days : — 
'  Pay  of  members,  clerks,  and  other  officers,    810,860 
Printing  for  the  session,     •      '      •  •      2,850 

Contingent  expenses,         ...         350 

— c =13,560 

Executive  DepartmefU. — Salary  of  officers,        •        -  4,200 

judicial  Department, — Salary  of  four  Judges,  Attorney 

General  ^nd  four  Solicitors,  •  *  -  9,30Q 

MUitiiu  Expense  of. — Salary  of  Ac^t.  dc  Inspector  Gen'l.  50Q 

printing  Laws,  ^c. — Printing  Laws  and  Reports  of  Su- 
preme  Court,  -  •  -  •  -  1,00Q 

Supreme  Court.-rVees  and  per  diem  of  clerk,       8250 
Per  diem  of  Sheriff  and  servant  hire,        •  150 

Contingent  expenses,       ....  300 


JTumpson^s  Digest  of  Laws. — ^Pay  to  Compiler,  82,500 
Expense  publishing  and  distributing,         •         2,500 


=70Q 
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jExpermi  PMie  IrAfub.— Salaiy  of  Register,      $1,000 
TraTelliag  expenfes,       ....  800 

■  I' 

Criminal  Prosecuticma  and  CknUmgent  Expense  of  Courts^ 
[It  is  suggested  that  a  specific  appropriation  for  each 

.county  be  made,  keeping  the.  expense  of  criminals  and 

contingent  expenses  separate  and  cKstincC] 

*Pay  of  JurorSf  at  one  dollar  per  daj,  .... 

Contingent  Fundf       ;.        .        ^        ^        ^        .        . 


=1,300 
13,000 


7,100 
5,000 


Total,        1^1,860 
*  The  following  taMe  wiH  show  the  «stimate  ibr  emch  county  ia 
which  courts  are  held. 


Appro'ii  ifor 
Petit  Jury. 


Countiet. 


No.  of  days 
Grand  Jury. 


No.  days 
Reit.Jury 


Aj»pro*n  fv 
Urand  Jury. 


Toul 
AmounC 


Escambia 

8 

12 

120 

288 

408 

Santa  Rosa 

6 

6 

90 

192 

282 

Walton 

« 

e 

m 

102 

282 

Washington 

2 

4 

30 

96 

126 

Jackson 

8 

16 

120 

«84 

504 

Calhoun 

4 

4 

60 

96 

156 

Franklin 

6 

12 

120 

288 

408 

Tdtalfor 

Western  Circuity 

•2,166 

'(radsden 

% 

n 

120 

288 

408 

Leon 

12 

24 

180 

576 

766 

Wakulla 

4 

8 

60 

192 

252 

Jeilerson    . 

8 

12 

120 

288 

408 

Madison 

6 

12 

90 

288 

378 

Hamilton 

4 

6 

60 

144 

204 

Total  for 

Middle  Circuity 

•2,406 

X)range  and  St  Lucie 

4 

4 

60 

96 

156 

jVfarion 

6 

8 

.    90 

192 

282 

Alachua  and  Levy 

6 

8 

90 

192 

282 

£k>lumbia 

8 

8     • 

120 

192 

312 

4 

4 

60 

96 

156 

Puval 

8 

8 

120 

192 

312 

fit.  Johns 

8 

8 

120 

192 

312 

Totalfor 

Eastern  Circuity 

•1,812 

^enton 

6 

6 

90 

144 

234 

Hillsborough 

6 

6 

90 

144 

234 

jVfonroe 

6 

6 

90 

144 

234 

Pade 

0 

0 

00 

000 

000 

Totalfor 

Southern 

Circuity 

702 

CrtLTid  Total, 

•7,086 

N.. 

P-  BEMIS,  Comytrolkr, 
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Tie  tfifrd  point  referred  to  the  Committee  is,  whetlier  any  atit]^ 
what  increase  of  taxation  is  necessary  ? 

Your  Committee  would  remark  that,  it  appears  from  the  foregoing 
estimate,  that  about  the  sum  of  862,000  will  be  required  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  State  Government  for  the  year  1848,  and  that 
the  present  rates  of  assessment  will  not  bring  over  the  nett  sum  of 
$42,000,  leaving  a  deficit  of  920,000.  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the' 
Legislature  to  raise  the  means  of  paying  the  amount  appropriated,  k' 
is  evident  that  it  will  require  an  increase  in  the  present  rate  of  taxa- 
tion. The  expenses  of  last  year  were  852,000,  and  the  payment  of^ 
the  Jurors  and  Compilation  of  the  Laws,  which  will  fall  within  the 
present  year,  gives  the  increased  expenditure.  The  exemption  of 
many  articles  from  taxation,  throws  a  greater  burden  upon  other  ar* 
tides  taxed,  and  upon  the  adoption  and  carrying  into  effect  of  an  ad- 
valorem  system,  it  is  believed  the  taxation*  may  be  reduced  by  the 
greater  and  more  general  equalization  of  taxation.  In  order  to  meet 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  current  year,  your  Conxnittee  report 
the  following  table  of  such  a  uniformi  ncreaseupon  the  present  taxable' 
property  of  the  State  as  will  present  the  smallest  burden,  upon  any 
one  class  of  tax  payers,  while  it  will  bring  near  the  amount  required, 
and  it  is  hoped  by  an'  economical  management,  and  careful  hus- 
banding  of  our  resources,  the  State  may  come  out  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  with  all  its  liabilities  satisfied*- 

Tax'Abi.e  Species  of  Propekty,  and  amount  whijh  will  be- 
bealizbd  upon  the  amount  betubned  fob  1847. 

Bems  of  Taxation,    Jlmount  returned  for  1 847. 
Money  at  Interefit,  $444,482  at  25  cts.  on  each  $100;  vlill 

produce,  $^11 2  25^ 

jBank  Slock,                              680,238      «             "  "            1,702  32-' 

Merchants'  Stock  in  trade,      802,855      "             «  •*            2,007  06 

Gommission  Merchants,           118,825      "             "  «»              297  00' 

Carriages-,  &c.,                            93,496      ««              «  •«               233  74* 

Towo  Lot8<                            1^108,055      "              «          •     «•  5^^g4  qq. 

^lueofSawMiHsi                  103,150      ««             ««  «•              257  87* 

«*     of  Wharves,-                    167,620      "              "  "               419  05' 

33,233  Slaves,  average  Value  $300,  at  25  cts.  per  $100,  24,920  00' 

37,454  Cattle  of  Ksidents  over  HX)  head,  |th  cents  each,  234  08* 

5,775Cattleof  non^esidenU,^    ««    «     |th  cents  each,  36  09 

851  Gold  Walches/at  63i  cettte  each,  531  88* 

707  Silver  Watcher,  at  3U' cents  each,  239  63 

1st  rate  Land,  249,969  acres,  at  li  cent  per  acre,  '3,123  75' 

Qd    ««     "        691,980-     *«           1*      •«     «'       »•■  6,919  80* 

3d    "     *•     2,068,488      "          |      **^    •«       •«•  7,756  80' 

'7i776  White  Males,  Poll  Tax,                      50  cents i-  3,898  00' 

148  Free  Negroes,                               $4  00  592  00' 

5  Bank  Agencies,                           200  00  1,000  00' 

6  Insurance  Agencies,  30  00-  J  80  00' 
83  Retailers  Spirituous  Liqilort,  20  00  1,660  00- 
dS  Tavern  and  Inn  keepers,  lO  00  380  00 
13  Bars  and  Restaurants,  20  00  260  00' 
12  Ten  Pin  Alleys,  10  00  120  00^ 
10  Billiard  Tables,                             25  00  250  00' 

Aicome  of  Lawyers,  $50,230  at  25c.  per  $100^-  125  57 

«  Doctors,  41,490       ««      "•     "  K)3  92^ 

«-         Weighers  of  Cotton,&c.  17,575      "      ««*     "•  4^93* 
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Aiiction  Tax,  2  per  cent,  1S8  b2 

Fines  and  Forfeitures,  618  66 

Iq  order  to  show  the  absolute  necessity  of  an  increase  of  taxation, 
vre  would  call  attention  particularly  to  the  fact«  that  the  expenses  of 
the  year  1847  have  exceeded. the  nett  amount  of  taxes  by  some 
^10,000.  But  for  the  year  1848,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  for  an 
expenditure  approximate  to  that  of  last  year,  with  the  additional  ex- 
pense  of  paying  Jurors  added.  Believing  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
people  of  this  State  to  maintain  its  credit  untarnished,  and  to  keep 
out  of  debt,  that  bane  of  all  new  States,  we  present  a  bill  to  provide  - 
for  the  payment  of  this  increased^  expenditure,  and  to  present  a  Stat^ 
debt.  S.  L.  BURRITt,. 

JOHN  M.  SMITH, , 
G.  R.  FAIRBANKS, 
J.P.SANDERSON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  the  reading  of  the  report  was  dis- 
pensed with,  and  100  copies  of  the  bill  accompanying  it  ordered  to* 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Fairbanks)  frohi  ^be  copimittee  on  enrolled  bills,  reported 
resolution  in  relation  tp  the  Wilmot  Proviso  as  correctly  enrolled. 

Mr.  Mosely,  from  the  committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  pre- 
sented  the  following  re^rt : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  the  owners  of  the  steamer  Glasgow  and  sundry  citizens 
6f  the  counties  of  Columbia  and  Madison,  have  had  the  same  uhdd^ 
Consideration,  and  ask  leave  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

That  in  th6  opinion  6f  the  cbmnl!ttee  the  removing  of  the  obstrucl 
tions  so  as  render  the  Suwannee  River  navigkble,  is  of  great  impor- 
tance to  a  large  section  of  this  State,  and  deserves  the  consideration 
of  the  General  Assembly.  This  river,  if  rendered  navigable  durinff 
all  seasons  of  the  year,  will  affdrd  to  the  counties  of  Columbia,  Levy 
and  a  portion  of  Alachua  on  the  one  side,  Madison  and  Hamilton  on 
Aie  other  side  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  and  of  Thomas,  Lownde^ 
and  Ware,  of  Georgia,  permanent  and  valuable  facilities  for  con- 
f eying  their  produce  to  market,  and  retu)*nii)^  with  their  supplies, 
'this  river  may  be  rendered  navigable  a  distance  of  two  hundred 
itailes  into  a  valuable  portion  of  the  State,  being  the  largest  river  and" 
{principal  channel  of  commerce  west  of  the  St.  Johns.  An  effort' 
has  been  made  during  the  past  two  or  three  years  to  transport  the 
produce  of  the  above-named  (bounties  through  this  river  to  the  Gulf^ 
out  owing  to  the  shoals  and  other  obstructions,  this  effort  has  been 
attended  with  so  much  delay,  danger  and  difficulty,  that  a  large  per-; 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  residing  near  said  ilver  have  b^en  compelled 
io  abandon  it,  and  haul  their  produce  and  supplies  a  distance  varying^ 
from  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles.  Your,  committee  are' 
fully  of  opinion  that  if  this  communication  was  opened,  at  least  $400,r 
600  worth  of  produce  and  supplies  Would  annually  pass  up  and  down* 
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thk  rirer.  Again,  the  State  has  located  on  itt  banki  and  adjacent 
thereto,  a  large  portion  of  valuable  lands,  the  value  of  which  would 
not  only  be  greatly  enhanced,  but  would  much  more  speedily  find 
purchasers,  in  consequence  of  the  increased  ^&cilities  for  the  trans« 
portation  of  their  produce  to  market.  The  committee,  therefore,  re* 
commend  the  passage  of  a  bill  which  they  are  preparing  for  (he  pur^^ 
pose  of  authorizing  James  Tucker,  William  E.  Becker,  Benjamin 
F.  Scriven,  and  Edward  B.  Taylor  to  remove  the  obstructions  in 
said  river,  upon  the  the  terms  imposed  In  said  bill,  and  which  bill  the 
committee  susk  leave  to  introduce  as  soon  as  completed. 

WILLIAM  P.  MOSELEY,  Chairman. 
E.  D.  TRACEY, 
W.  TABOR. 

Which  was  received. 

A  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Avery,  McMillan  and  Priest, 
Was  appointed  to  inform  the  House  that  the  Senate  was  now  ready 
to  go  into  the  election  of  Register  of  Public  Lands,  and  Clerk  of  the 
Superior  Court,  who  reported  said  duty  performed. 

A  Committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House 
was  now  ready  to  proceed  with  said  elections. 

Whereupon  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  Housei  and  upon  the 
invitation  of  the  Speaker,  the  President  took  the  Chair. 

The  President  declared  that,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Hogue  had  on  yes^ 
terday  received  a  majority  of  all  the  qualified  members  of  the  Gene* 
ral  Assembly,  he  was  duly  elected  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Sandferson  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Forward 
and  Blackburn,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Burritt,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Tracey--^.  Mem- 
bers of  House— 17.     Total— 21. 

Nays— ^Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Costin,  Fairbanlcs,  Moseley,  Priest, 
Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Wattfr^-lO.  Members  of  House — 30* 
Total— 30. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  not  sustained. 

Whereupon  the  General  Assembly  proceeded  to  vote  a  second 
time,  and  the  result  was  as  follows : — 

For  fTo^tie—Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lori- 
tner,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Sanderson,  Tracey,  Watts-»-10.  Mem- 
bers of  the  House— 20.     Total — 30. 

For  Pdpy— Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Priest,  Smith,  Ta- 
bor— 6.     Members  of  House — 17.     Total— 23. 

The  President  declared  M  .  Hogue  duly  elected  Clerk  of  the  Su- 
preme Court. 

Nominations  being  in  order  for  Register  of  Public  Lftnds  of  the 
State  of  Florida, 

Mr.  Bryan  nominated  John  Beard. 

Mr.  Collins  nominated  Edward  Houston. 

The  vote  was  as  follows : 

For  IToti^tan— Mr.  President,  Messrs*  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt^  Lorl« 
82 
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mer,  McMiUaiit  Sttndenon,  Iracej^-^  Members  of  the  House-** 
17.    Total— 25. 

For  Beard^MAnwm.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Flojd,  Moseley,  Priest^ 
Smith,  Tabor,  Watts^S.    Members  of  Home— 20.    Total— 28; 

So  there  was  no  election. 

SECONB  VOTIIIO* 

For  .flbii»fon— Mr.  TVesident,  Messrs.  Avenr^  Austin,  Burritt,  Lori- 
mer,  McMillan,  Sanderson,  Tracej — 8.  Members  of  House — IG*- 
Total— 24; 

For  Beard — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest; 
Smith,  Tabor,  Watts-^8.    Members  of  House— 21.    Total— 29. 

So  there  was  no  election. 

THIBD  VOTINO. 

For  Houston — Mr.  President^  Messrs.  Averj)  Austin,  Burritt,  Lori- 
mer,  McMillan,  Sanderson,  Tracej — 8.  Members  of  House — 16: 
Total— 24. 

For  Beard — Messrs.  Costini  Fairbanks,  Flojd,  Moselej,  Priest^ 
Smith,  Tabor,  Watts— 8.    Membersof  the  House— 21.    Total— 29*- 

So  there  was  no  election 

Mr.  Sheldon  moved  to  postpone  the  election  indefinitely. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Austin  moved  to  postpone  the  election  until  Tuesday  next,  at 
12  o'clock,  M.  On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by^ 
Messrs.  Blackburn  and  Biyan,  and  were  s 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Austin,  Burritt,  Lorimer,  McMillan, 
Watts— 6. .  Members  of  the  House— 9.    Total — 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Avery,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest^ 
Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey — 10.  Members  of  the  House — 
28.    Total— 38. 

So  the  General  Assembly  refused  to  adjourn  the  election  until 
Tuesday  next,,  at  12  o'clock. 

FOURTH  VOTING. 

For  Houston — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lor- 
imer, McMillan^  Sanderson^  Tracey— 8.  Members  of  House — 16. 
Total— 24. 

For  Beard — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest, 
Smith,  Tabor,  Watts— 8.     Members  of  House— 21.     Total— 29. 

So  there  was  no  election. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Jackson,  moved^  to  postpone  the  election  indefi-- 
Bitely.    Which  motion  was  lost. 

FIFTH  VOflNG. 

For  Houston — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lor- 
imer, McMillan,  Sanderson,  Tracey — 8.  Members  of  House — 16;- 
Total— 24. 

For  Beard — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest,- 
Smith,  Tabor,  Watts— 8.     Members  of  House— 21.    Total— -dG^- 

Sot  there  was  no  election*. 
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SIXTH  VOTING. 

For  HaustOTh^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lori. 
«ier,  McMillan,  Sanderson,  Traoey— 6.  Members  of  the  House— 
16.     Total— 24. 

For  Beard — Messrs.  Oostin,  Faivbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest, 
Smith,  Tabor,  Watts— 8.    Membersof  the  House*— 21.    Total— 29. 

So  there  was  ■•  election* 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  to  adjourn  the  election  until  Monday  next,  12 
o'clock,  M. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs*  Allison 
and  Costin,  and  were  : 

■Yea»— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Austin,  Burritt, liorlmer,  McMillan, 
Traccy,  Watts— T.     Members  of  the  House — 15.    Total — 22. 

Nays — ^Jlfessrs.  Avery,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  3foseley,  Priest, 
Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor — 9.    ilfembers  of  Hou8e-i-22.    Total — 31 . 

So  the  General  Assembly  refused  to  adjourn  the  election  until 
Monday  next  at  12  o'clock,  M. 

SEVENTH  VOTING. 

For  Houstin — Mr.  President,  Jtfessrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lori- 
«ier,  McMillan,  Sanderson-^7.  Members  of  House — 16.  Total-.23. 

For  JSeord^^Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Jfoseley,  Priest, 
Smith,  Tabor,  Watts— 8.     Members  of  House— 21.     Total— 29. 

So  there  was  no  election. 

EIGHTH  VOTING. 

For  Houston — Mr.  President,  JIfessrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lori* 
mcr,  McMillan,  Sanderson — 7.  Members  of  House — 16.  Total— 23. 

For  Beard — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest^ 
Smith,  Tabor,  Waits— 8.     Members  of  House — 21.    Total — 29. 

So  there  was  no  election. 

TaNTH  VOTING. 

For  Houston — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lori* 
mer,  McMillaa,  Sanderson — 7.  Members  of  House — 16.  Total — 
23. 

For  Beaf<2— Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest, 
Smith,  Tabor,  Watts— 8.     Membecs  of  House— 21.     Total— 29. 

So  there  was  no  election. 

TENTH    VOTING* 

For  Hwston — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt, 
Lorimer,  McMillan,  Sanderson,  Tracey — ^8.  Members  of  House — 
14.     Total— 22. 

For  Beard — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest, 
Smith,  Tabor,  Watts— 8-    Members  of  House— 21.    Total— 29. 

Blank — 1.     So  there  was  no  election. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  to  adjourn  the  election  until  March  1st  next,  at 
12  o'clock,  M.     Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  fiurritt  moved  to  adjourn  the  election  until  Monday  next,  at 
J  6  o'clock*    Which  motion  was  lost* 
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Mr*  Lorimer  moTed  to  adjourn  the  election  until  8  o'clock.  Which 
motion  was  lost. 

ELEYENTH  VOTOO* 

For  Houston — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lor. 
imer,  McMilJan,  Tracey*-7.     Members  of  House — 16.    Total«-^23. 

For  Beard-^Mtw&n.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest, 
Smith,  Tabor,  Watts— <d.     Members  of  House— 20.    Total-^28. 

So  there  was  no  elecl|pn. 

TWELFTH  VOTING. 

For  Houston — ^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt, 
Lorimer,  McMillan,  Tracey — 7.  Members  of  House— «16.  Total  23. 

For  Beard — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest, 
Smith,  Tabor,  Watts*^.     Members  of  House— 20.    Total— 28. 

So  there  was  no  election. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  the  election  was  adjourned  until  3  o\ 
clock. 

Whereupon  the  3enate  having  returned  to  their  Chamber,  took  a 
recess  until  3  o'olock. 

3  o'clock,  p.  h. 
The  following  communication  was  transmitted  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor : 

Senate  Chaxbeb,  Deo.  30, 1847. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida : 

Sia  :  I  herewith  transmit,  for  the  approval  of  your  Excellency, 
*^  Resolutions  in  relation  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso,"  passed  by  the  two 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  signed  by  the  presiding  oflS* 
cers  thereof.  By  order  of  the  Senati3. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING, 
Secretary  Senate. 
The  Senate  proceeded  with  the  orders. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled,  An  aot  to  organize  a  school  for  the  educa- 
tion of  poor  children  within  the  County  of  Franklin,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were : 
Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Surritt,  Costin,  Floyd,  Lori- 
mer, McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey, 
Watts— 14. 
Nays — None. 

So  the  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 
The  following  communication  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
was  received  and  read : 

ExEcunvB  Departkent,  / 
December  30,  1847.      ^ 
(xendemen  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  your  advice  and  consent,  the  fol* 
lowing  nominations : 
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Perry  Gr.  Wall,  Judge  of  Probttei  for  the  County  of  Benton. 

Charles  S.  Tomlinson,  Benjamin  Ellison,  Wm.  G.  Porter,  James 
L.  Barber,  and  William  A.  Kain,  Commissioners  of  Pilotage  for  the 
harbor  and  waters  of  Apalachicola  Bay* 

A.  M*  Hobby,  Port  Warden  for  the  port  of  St*  Marks. 

Hanson  Kelly,  Sr.,  John  Campbell,  Rob't.  A.  Mitchell,  William 
J.  Keyser,  H.  F.  Ingraham,  and  John  Jerrison,  Jr.,  Port  Wardens 
for  the  port  of  Pensacola. 

Aaron  Smith,  Auctioneer  for  the  County  of  Levy. 

Michael  Usina  and  Francis  P.  Ferreira,  Auctioneers  for  St.  Johns 
County. 

R.  H.  Berry,  Auctioneer  for  the  County  of  Leon. 

Mathew  Knight,  Thomas  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Wilson,  and  Chas. 
Dewaal,  Auctioneers  for  the  County  of  DuvaU 

Geo.  G.  Pattison,  C.  P.  Knapp,  W.  B.  Davis,  J.  G.  Michallofftki, 
0.  Davidson,  Geo.  W.  Barkley,  Alexander  McVoy,  Francis  de  la 
Rna,  B.  F.  Magee,  Blthall  G.  Bell,  James  Gonzalez  Joseph  Quig* 
les.  Auctioneers  for  the  County  of  Escambia. 

Emanual  Forham,  (of  Milton,)  Auctioneer  for  the  County  of  San* 
taRosa. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

The  nominations  contained  in  said  communication  were  advised 
and  consented  to  by  the  Senate. 

A  committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House 
was  ready  to  proceed  with  the  election  of  Register  of  Public  Lands, 
whereupon  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  Hall  of  Representatives  for 
that  purpose. 

THIRTEBIfTH  VOTIKO. 

For  Houst(m^^MT.  President,  JIfessrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lor* 
imer,  ilfciirillan,  Sanderson,  Tracey-^.  Members  of  House — 17^ 
Total— 25. 

For  Beard — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Jfoseley,  Priest, 
Smith,  Tabor,  Watts— 8.     Members  ot  House— 20.    Total— 28. 

So  there  was  no  election. 

FOVBTBSNTH  VOTING. 

For  iSbttf/OTi'-^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lori* 
mer,  McMillan,  Sanderson,  Tracey^-^^S.  Members  of  House-— 17. 
Total— 25. 

For  Bear j— Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  3foseley,  Priest, 
Smith,  Tabor,  Watts-^.    Members  of  House— 20.    Total— 28. 

So  there  was  no  election. 

FIFTEEIfTH  VOTINO. 

For  Houston — Mr.  President,  jifessrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lori* 
mer,  McMillan,  Sanderson,  Tracey — 8. 

For  Beard — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest| 
Smith,  Tabor,  Walts— 8.    Members  of  House— 20.    Total--38. 

So  there  was  no  election. 
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Mr.  Burritt  moved  lo  adjourn  the  olectioa  until  Jfonday  next,  IS 
^o'clock,  M. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

3fr.  A.  E.  ilfaxwell  moved  that  the  election  be  indefinitelj  ad* 
Jjouraed* 

On  which  the  jeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Menn.  Burritt 
and  Chain,  and  were ; 

Yeas — IVf essrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Lorimer, 
ilfoseley.  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Wat(»-^ld. 
4fembert  of  the  Hou8e^29.     Total— 42. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Burritt,  McMillan->9.  Membera 
of  House— 8.    Total— 11. 

So  the  election  was  indefinitely  adjourned* 

The  Senate  having  returned  to  their  chamber,  proceeded  with  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Mosely,  from  the  Committee  on  In* 
ternal  Improvements,  was  allowed  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled. 
An  Act  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Suwannee  River,  which  was,  on  motion,  read  the  first  time  by 
its  title,  and  75  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Engrossed  resolutions  in  relation  to  territory  which  may  be  ac» 
quired  by  the  United  States,  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Engrossed  resolutions  in  relation  to  draining  the  Everglades,  were 
iread  the  third  time  and  passed. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  Sarah  A. 
Holden,  of  Jackson  county,  to  that  of  Sarah  A.  Howell,  was,  on 
motion,  read  the  third  time  by  its  title,  and  on  the  question.  Shall  the 
bill  pass  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  were : 

Teas:  Mr.  President,  Meisrst  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin, 
Flpyd.  Lorimer,  ilfcMillan,  ilfoseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Ta» 
bar,  Walts :  14. 

Nays :  None.     So  the  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  declare  Pittman's  Creek,  in  Wal- 
ton county,  a  navigable  stream,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  the 
question.  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas :  Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks, 
JLorimer,  Mcitfillon,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor,  Watts  :  11. 

Nays :  ilfessrs.  Austin  and  Floyd  :  8. 

So  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  organize  the  Cir* 
jcyit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida, 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  the  question  *'  shall  the  bill  pass  ?" 
Ihe  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Teas — Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Priest, 
Watts— 7. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley, 
/Sanderson,  Smith,  Tracey — 8. 

So  said  bill  was  lost. 

JJouse  bill  entitled.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Stonei 
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War  reikd  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Cliiifltf 
And  AcconntB. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  R.  E.  Little, 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims 
and  Accounts* 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Craven  G.  Fife, 

War  read  the  second  iintd  and  referred  to  the  committee'  on  Claims* 
and  Accounts. 

House  bill  entitled;  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  the  printing  and  binding  of  Thompson's  Digest  and  finally  dispose 
ing  thereoiv 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  o^red  the  folto^infg  ami3indtAent : 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Secretary  of  Statd 
shall  furnish  the  Clerks  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  respective  coun- 
ties of  this  State  each  with  a  copy  of  said  Digest,  which  shall  be  by 
ibem  kept  for  the  use  of  the  said  Circuit  Cotfrt,  and  shall  be  deliver- 
ed to  their  successors  in  office,  and  upon-failure  so  to  deliver  the* 
same  to  their  successors  in  office,  such  Clerks  safailing  shall  be  fined 
by  the  Judge  of  such  Circuit  Court  twice  the  value  of  such  Digest. 

Which  was  adopted,  the  amendment  ordered  ta  be  engrossed,  and' 
the  bill  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  sale 
of  the  lands  granted  to  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  Internal  Improve*' 
ments,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Floyd  offered  the  following  amendments : 

Sbc.  3.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  when  the  lands  shall  hdve 
been  ofifered  for  sale,  as  is  contemplated  under  this  act,  it  shall  ancT' 
may  be  lawful  for  the  Register  of  Public  Lands  to  permit  private  en- 
tries of  said  lands  to  be  made  by  any  person  or  persons  who  may  be* 
citizens  of  this  State,  or  who  shall  swear  or  affirm  that  it  is  honafid^ 
his  or  her  intention  to  remove  to  this  State  and  become  actual  occu- 
pant of  said  lands. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
one  person  to  make  entry  of  more  than  eighty  acres  of  said  lands  un- 
dbr  this  act  \  that  when  application  shall  be  made  to  make  entry  of 
any  such  lands,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Register  to  cause  to  be* 
administered  to  any  such  applicant  the  following  oath,  or  affirma- 
tion, to  wit :  "  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  and  truly  swear,  (or  affirm,)* 
that  the  land  about  to  be  entered  by  me,  is  for  my  own  use  and  occu- 
pation, and  said  land  is  not  entered  with  the  view  of  speculation,  buf 
the  same  is  intended  for  the  purposes  of  cultivation ;  and  I  have  nev- 
er made  any  agreement,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  airy  person  or 
persons  for  the  sale  or  transfer  of  the  same  ;  and  I  do  further  swear,- 
(or  affirm,)  that  I  have  never  entered  any  other  land  or  lands  be- 
longing to  the  State  of  Florida."  And  the  said  Register  shall  then 
give  to  the  said  applicant  a  certificate,  under  the  same  rules  and  re* 
gulations  as  is  provided  for  in  other  cases  of  the  sale  of  said  lands. 

Sec  5.  Be  U  further  enacted^  That  the  price  of  said  lands  shalF 


Digitized  by 


Google 


176 

be  as  follows,  to  wit :  For Jirst  qitaliiy  land,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  per 
acre ;  for  second  quality,  seventy-five  cents  per  acre,  and  for  tlkrd 
quality^  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

Sec.  6.  Be  U  further  enacted.  That  anj  person  swearing  (or  af- 
firming) falselj  under  thb  act,  shall  be  subjected  to  all  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  perjury. 

Which  were  adopted,  the  amendments  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to«morrow. 

Resolutions  relative  to  the  conelructionof  the  Consthotioa  in  re- 
gard  to  the  Election  of  Offices,  d(c.  came  up  in  their  order. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Sanderson  was  allowed  to  withdraw  said  resoltt« 
tlons. 

The  following  message  from  His  Eicelleaej  the  Ooveraor  was 
received  and  read : 

ExBouTivB  DsPABtiiBivT,  Doc.  30, 1847. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatwes : 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  nominatioM,  for  which 
your  advice  and  consent  are  respectfully  solicited  i 

Stephen  D.  Fernandez,  Arthur  M .  Reed,  Thomas  Holmes,  Chas« 
Willey,  and  John  Middleton,  Port  Wardens  for  the  Port  of  Jacksoa« 
Tille,  Duval  County.  Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

The  nominations  therein  contained  were  advised  and  consented  to 
by  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  JIfr.  Burritt,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  he  allowed  to 
offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreserttatives  of  the 
State  of  Florida  m  Generd  Assembly  convened^  That  in  the  election 
this  day  by  the  General  Assembly,  upon  joint  ballot,  for  a  Register 
of  the  Public  Lands  of  this  State,  John  Beard  and  Edward  Houston 
having  been  the  only  candidates,  and  the  said  John  Beard  having  re« 
ceived  twenty-nine  votes,  and  the  said  Edward  Houston  only  twenty, 
four  votes,  the  said  John  Beard  is  duly  elected  ;  and  tliat  the  result  of 
the  said  voting,  and  a  copy  of  this  resi^ution,  be  furnished  to  his  Ex« 
cellency  the  Governor. 

On  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  said  resolution,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and  Sanderson,  and  were  i 

Yeas  i  Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  McMillan,  Sander- 
son, Tabor,  Tracey,  Watts :  8. 

Nays :  Messrs.  Austin,  Coslin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest, 
Smith  :  7. 

So  said  resolution  was  adopted. 

House  Preamble  and  Resolution  relative  to  the  Indians  in  South 
Florida,  and  providing  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  section 
of  this  State,  were  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  see 
ond  time  by  their  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  o4 
the  Commonwealth. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to«morrow,  10  o'clock^ 
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Friday,  December  81,  1847. 

(The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Rer.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  at  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Aveiy,  the  residing  of 
ihe  Journal  was  dispensed  ti^ith. 

Mr.  Watts  gave  notide  that  he  would  on  to-morrow  titk  leave  td. 
Introduce  a  bill  to  change  tbe  name  of  Leonora  M.  Slade  to  that  of 
Leonora  M.  Watts. 

Also,  a  bill  to  change  tlr6  name  Yienne  Slitde  to  tlfs^t  of  Yiennd 
WatU. 

Mr.  Moseley,  from  the  Committee  6n  Claims  and  Accounts  pre- 
sented the  fcAlowing  report : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  House  bill  entitled,  Ail 
act  for  the  relief  of  R.  E.  1/ittle,  have  hild  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  recommend  its  f^aiisslge. 

W.  P.   MOSELET,  Chairman; 
JOHN  COSTIN. 
•JOHN  M.  SMITH. 
Wfai6h  was  received. 
Also  the  following : 

The  committee  to  whoVii  #as  referred  the  llouse  bill  entitled,  kit 
kd  for  the  relief  of  Craven  6.  Fife,  ha^e  had  the  same  under  con- 
Ikieration,  and  recommend  its  passage. 

W.  P.  MOSELY,  Chairman. 
JOHN  COSTIN. 
JOHN  M.  SMITH. 
Which  was  received; 
Also  the  following : 

The  confknittee  to  whotn  was  referred  the  House  bill  fbr  the  relief 
6f  John  Stone,  have  hod  the  same  under  Consideration,  and  recom- 
inend  its  {Ausagc 

W;  P.  MOSELEY,  Chairman. 
JOHN  COSTIN, 
JOHN  M.  SMITH. 
Whicli  was  receive<}. 

Mr.  Burritt,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  presented  the  following 
report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  was  referred  an  en- 
grossed bill  from  the  Hodse  of  Representatives  entitled,  An  act  in. 
addition  to  an  act  entitled.  An  act  to  organise  the  Circuit  Courts  of 
the  State  of  Florida,  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  recommend 
fliat  said  bill  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  **  same  time"  in 
the  7th  line  of  the  1st  section,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
**term  of  two  years"  and  also,  by  striking  out  the  word  " same"  in 
the  9th  line,  and  addhig  after  the  word  '*  manner"  in  the  said  9th  liney 
23 
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the  word  prescribeA-;,  also,  liy  Blnking-out  the  word  "same"  in  the" 
10th  and  11th  lines ;  also,  by  striking  out  the  words  **  same  time"  in 
the  4th  line  of  the  8d  section,  and  Inserting  thereiir  term  qf  two  years. 
And  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  herein. 

S.  L.  BCRRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  iik 

Also  the  foIlowing> 

The  Committee  en  the  Judiciary*  to  whom  was  referred  an  en- 
grossed bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be  entitled,  **  An 
act  to  make  wilid  the  proceedings  of  sundry  persons  commissioned 
as  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  this  State,'*  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  they  recom* 
mend  that  the  preamble  to  said  bill  be  stricken  o«it  f  and  also  the 
word  "  therefore"  in^the  first  line  of  the  enacting^clause  ',^  and  that- 
the  word  ''such"  in  the  Idth  line  of  said  bill  be  stricken-out  and  th» 
word  any  be  inserted  in  its  place.  They  also  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  additional  section  to  said  bill,  and  ask  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate,  4co^  

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman, 

Which  was  received* 

^  ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment- 
of  the  printing  and  binding  of  Thompson's  Digest  and  finally  dispos- 
ing thereof. 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  the  question, ''  shall  the  bill  pass  ?'' 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd, 
Lorimer,  McMillan,  Mosely,  Priest,  Smithy  Tracey,  Watts — 13. 

Nays — Mr.  'President — 1 . 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
sale  of  the  lands  granted  to  the  State  for  the  purposes  of  Internal 
Improvements, 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  the  question,  Shall  the  bill  pass  ? 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin,* 
Fairbanks,  Floyd,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Tracey — 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Lorimer  and  Walts — 2. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature  on  6th  < 
January  next,  sine  die. 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

Resolutions  relative  to  the  election  of  Major  Gen.  Z.  Taylor  io* 
the  Presidency, 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr*.  Burritt  offered  the  following  amendment : 
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Resolved^  That  the  members  of  the  General  Aisemblj  pledge 
-themselves,  should  (he  said  Zachary  Taylor  be  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency  of  the  United  States,  tonise  their  utmost  endeavors  to  se- 
cure  his  election. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Ordered,  That  said  rescflution  be  eagrossed-fer  aihlrd  reading  to 
morrow. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  R.  C.  Little, 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  «thiitl  reading  to- 
morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  (or  the  relief  of  Craven  G.  Fife, 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-moiv 
row. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  forihe  relief  of  John  Stone, 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  termor* 
row. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled,  an  act  to 
organize  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida, 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  make  valid  the  proceedings  of  sun- 
dry persons  commissioned  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  this  State, 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  to  raise  a 
revenue  for  this  State,  approved  July  24,  1845,  and  Dec.  27,  1845, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor* 
row. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Tairbanks  was  allowed  to  introduce 
^  bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an  actjirescribing  Solicitor'a 
fees; 

Which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Onjootiouythe  Senate  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock. 

3  o'clock. 

The  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read : 
HovsB  OF  Representatives,  December  30,  1847. 
Hon*  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  :  The  House  has  appointed  a  Joint  Committee  of  Conference, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Forward,  Collins  and  Crawford,  to  act  with  a 
similar  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  upon  the  Senate  Bill 
entitled,  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Eiecutors  of  George  Kingsley,  de- 
ceased, to  sell  real  estate. 

Very  Respectfully,  W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 
House  Memorial  and  Resolutions,  asking  Congress  to  appropriate 
«Qlie  bimdred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  for  the  building  of  a  Court  House 
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^  Hillsborough  countj,  wai  read  the  firat  timei  and  ordered  for  a  le? 
cond  reading  to-morrow. 

The  following  communication  from  Hii  Excellency  the  Govemof 
was  received  and  read  : 

ExBcunvB  DsPABTMBiiT,  Dec.  31, 1847. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  the  honor  hereby  to  nominate  : 

Wm.  C.  Campbell,  as  Weigher  of  Cotton  for  the  coanty  of  Leon. 

Benjamin  J,  Hagler,  as  Auctioneer  for  the  county  of  Hillsborough. 

Hugh  Archer,  as  Auctioneer  for  the  county  of  Leon. 

Alexander  Patter^oi^,  Edwin  A.  Falker,  Yfrn.  H.  Wall,  Wpa. 
Curry,  Hiraip  Benner,  James  Filer,  ^.  H.  Von  Pfister,  P.  J.  Fon- 
taine,  R.  D.  Fontanel  i^s  Auctioneers  for  the  coupty  of  Monroe. 

Benjamin  Sawyer,  G.  L.  Bowne,  P.  J.  Fontante,  and  Frede^ipk 
Filer,  as  CoQ^missiof^ers  of  Pilotage  for  the  county  pf  Monroe. 

And  solicit  your  ifdvice  and  consent. 
Very  refpeclfuUy,      ^  W.  p.  MOSELEV. 

The  nominations  pontained  ii|  said  pommunicatipn  were  advised 
and  consented  to  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Floyd  mpved  that  the  Senate  adjourn  until  Monday  next,  10 
o'clock,  on  lyhich  t^e  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs. 
A^ery  and  Floyd,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Burritt,  Costin,  Floyd,  Lorimer,  Smith,  Tabor — 6. 

Nays — Mr.   iC^resident,    Meurs.  Avery,   Fairl^kB,   McMillan^' 
Moseley,  Priest,  Tracev,  Watts — 8. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

Pn  motion,  tj^p  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrov^  IQ  o'clock. 


^ATUBDAY,  January  1,  1848. 

The  Senate  tpet  pursuant  to  adjouroqf|ent. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  o^ciated  as  Chaplin. 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion  of  IVfr.  Tracey  the  reading  of 
the  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  was  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  Journal : 

The  undersigned,  Washington  Tabor,  Senator  from  the  Fifth 
District,  spreads  here  iipon  the  Journal  his  Protest  in  reference  to  a 
Resolution  introduced  into  the  Senate  on  the  dOth  ult.  by  Mr.  Bur- 
ritt, declaring  that  John  Beard  had  been  duly  elected  Kegister  of 
Public  Lands,  having  received  twenty-nine  votes.  That  upon  said 
Resolution  my  vote  was  recorded  in  the  affirmative ;  but  being  very 
busily  engaged  in  other  business  at  the  time,  and  not  fully  compre- 
hending the  bearing  of  the  said  Resolution,  I  did  not  give  it  any  re- 
flection— which,  as  soon  as  I  did,  I  perceived  the  error  of  my  vote, 
thus  inadvertently  given,  and  desired  to  change  the  same;  but  the 
Senate  immediately  adjourned.  Upon  the  next  morning,  at  the  ei^r- 
liest  opportunity,  I  moved  to  have  my  vote  changed,  which  was 
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pjibd  OMt  i  then  moTed  to  reconsider  Uie  taid  iroCe,  wfaidi  mxAkm 
^ai  declared  out  of  order,  the  paid  Resolution  having  been  transmit- 
ted to  the  House  of  Reprefentatiyes.  I  therefore  now  here  Protest, . 
|uid  declare  that  such  refol^Uoi^  does  not  contain  or  express  mj  views 
pa  reference  to  such  elctctiofi,  lon  the  general  principles  therein:  in- 
volved, but  that  I  bo]4  tfa0  nopitrargr  tt^reof.  W.  TABOR. 

Also  (|ie  following; 

Joseph  B.  ii^atts  a^  leaye  to  spread  op  it}i6  Journal  his  dissent 
from  the  report  of  the  ComiQittee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue,  and  Uie 
pill  accon)pai»yii|g  the  report.  0e  declined  figning  the  report,  and 
jdisseats  from  the  same  <m  tfie  ground  that  he  believes  it  inexpedient 
^nd  unequal  at  this  time  to  raise  the  taxes. 

The  folloiping  message  froo^  His  Excellency  the  Governor  was 
Received  and  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table : 

ExBpuTTVE  DE^ABTMBiqr,  Jan.  1,  1848. 
fiendemen  qfthe  Senate  qnd  House  of  Representatives : 

Your  attention  is  respectfiillv  invited  to  tne  Revenue  Law  of  1849, 
ivith  the  view  of  making  such  amendments  as  may  be  necessary^ 
more  effectually  to  secgre  the  collection  of  the  public  revenue. 

The  existing  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Tax  Collector  to  collect 
pxkd  pay  into  the  Treasury  ^11  such  taxes  as  n^ay  be  assessed,  by  the 
jEburth  Monday  in  November,  while  t)ie  same  law  jiprbids  the  levying 
of  taxes  till  the  first  of  October,  and  then,  jncase  of  land,  requiring  a 
notice  of  three  months  for  residents,  and  six  months  for  non-residents, 
before  a  sale  can  be  had.  Fron^  all  which,  it  is  quite  obvious  that 
pollections  cannot  be  made  by  the  time  required  by  law. 

The  same  la^ifr  furthermore  provides,  in  relation  to  County  Comr 
inissioners,  that  they  shall  meet  in  September  to  certify  insolvencies^ 
irhile  the  provision  that  the  payment  shall  not  be  enforced  till  the 
^rst  of  October,  puts  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Commissioners  to  as^ 
jcertain  insolf  enpies  till  qfifir  t^at  tip^. 

It  is  sqggested  that  these  defects  may  be  remedied  without  incon- 
venience to  the  public,  by  authorising  the  Collectors  to  levy  as  early 
M  the  ^rst  of  June,  and  permitting  a  sale  of  lands  afler  notices  oJF 
fhiity  and  sixty  days. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

Mr.  Loriqaer  ^ked  leave  to  withdraw  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
^omton,  relative  to  the  building  of  the  State  House, 

Which  was  granted. 

On  motioi^  of  Mr.  Floyd,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  the 
Hon.  President  during  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Sanderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Common- 
wealth, which  was  instructed  to  act  with  a  Select  Committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House  relative  to  the  boundary  of  the  State,  presented  the 
following  report : 

The  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses  to  whom  was  referred  sq 
much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as  relates  to  the  Northern  bot;i)d|trj 
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4>f  the  State,  aik  leave,  as  to  the  botmdary  between  Alabama  anfl 
•Floridarto 

REPORT: 

That  the  Coinmissionerf  appointed  to  negotiate  thii  question  have 
:agreed  upon  the  line,  commonly  known  as  the  Mound  line,  as  the 
original  boundary  between  these  States.  The  report  of  James  T* 
Archer,  Commissioner  on  (be  part  of  the  State  of  Florida,  will  show 
the.  steps  by  which  they  arrived  <at  this  result.  The  Committee  are 
of  opinlpn  that  Ike  said  line  sheuki  be  declared  to  be  the  boundary, 
iind  they  accordingly  4iubmit  a  bill  for  that  furpose,  and  recommend 
its  passage. 

The  ;Committee  fkrther  recommend  that  a  suitable  number,  say 
j350  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  this  State,  together 
with  the  same  number  of  the  copies  of  the  agreement  entered  into 
between  him  and  the  Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Alabama,  be 
printed  for  general  distribution.        Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  P.  BANDERSON, 
Chairman  Cbmmittee  of  the  Senate. 
JAS.  H.  T.  LORIM ER, 
JOHN  COSTIN, 

A.  E.  MAXWELL. 
Chairman  House  Committee. 

THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 

B.  J.  J.  MITCHELL, 
JAS.  L.  KING, 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN. 

Wluch  was  received  and  concurred  in* 

Mr.  Sanderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Common- 
wealth, presented  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  whom  was 
•ceferred  ihe  message  of  his  Excellency  ihe  Governor,  enclosing  the 

Stition  of  Bei\].  JP.  Whitner,  together  with  the  resolutions  from  the 
ouse,  based  upon  the  petition  of  Col.  R.  Brown  and  others,  pray, 
ing  that  some  action  be  had  by  the  General  Assembly  relative  to 
4he  Seminole  Indians,  have  attentively  examined  the  same,  and  ask 
deave  to  submit- the  following 

REPORT: 

Your  committee  find,  upon  examination  of  the  message  and  seve* 
•131I  petitions,  that  the  settlers  jn  the  vicinity  of  the  Indian  boundary 
Are  much  harrassed  by  and  exposed  to  the  petty  depredations  of  the 
Indians.  They  are  allowed  to.  roam  a  distance  of  thirty  miles  or  up. 
wards  from  their  limits,  frequently  becominj^  intog[ic.ated,  annoying 
j^d  disturbing  the  inhabitants,  by  stealing  their  stock,  ipules,  and 
^ther  property,  and  driving  them  within  the  country  assigned,  whilst 
ihe  inhabitants,  on  the  other  hand,  are  not  permitted  to  pass  into  the 
Indian  boundaries  in  pursuit  of  their  property.  It  is  unnecessary 
dot  the  committee  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate  the  causes 
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wKicb  Tad*  to  the  late-Indiaivwar.  The  Senate  well  rememfier  tUal^ 
it  had  its  origin  in  causes  similar  to  these ;  and  unless  the  Indiant" 
are  prevented  from  ranging  beyond  their  prescribed  limits,  these  dif- 
iculties  will  continually  recur  between  them  and  the  settlers,  and  un- 
less Congress  applies  a  remedy,  and  that  soon,  again  that  portion  of 
the  State  will  present  the  horrid  scene  of  savage  and  brutal  warfare* 
The  fiict  that  during  the  past  summer  the  Indians  have  purchased  an 
unusual  supply  of  powder  and  lead,  coming  as  it  does  from  a  source 
entitled  to  the  highest  respect,  is  of  itself  suffici^t  to  cause  great 
anxiety  to  the^  inhabitants  in  that  seotioni  and  deserves  the  consider- 
ation of  the  General  Government*-  While  your  committee  sympa. 
thize  with  the  petitioners  in  their  present  unhappy  situation,  and  feel 
that  some  action' should  be  proosjitly  had*  some  remedy  speedily  ap- 
plied, either  to  remove  them*  altogether,  or  at  least  atriotly  confine' 
them  within  their  limits,  by  keeping  troops  stationed  along  the  line, 
and  enforcing  the  most  rigid  regulations  upon  their  trade ;  yet,  in  the 
absence  of  any  suggestions  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor^  they 
are  not  apprised  of  any  action  the  State  can  take  in  the  matter  (under 
existing  circumstances)  other  than  again  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of 
Congress,  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  referred^  to  your  com- 
mittee. Speaking  of  this  subject,  the  message  says :  **  The  subject 
matter  has  so  frequently  engaged  the  attention  of  the  General  As- 
sembly in  memorials  and .  resolutions  to  the  Federal  Government, 
without  a  redress  of  the  grievances  complained  of,  that  I  really  feel 
at  a  loss  to  make  anv  suggestions  from  which  I  can  hope  for  suocess." 
The  petitioners,  in  like  manner,  complain  that  their  applications  to« 
the  War  Department  have  been  disregarded,  and  now  turn  to  their 
own  State  with  commendable  confidence  that  there  their  requests  wilt 
be  heard  with  becoming,  respect  and  attention.  The  Senate  are 
aware,  too,  that  resolutions  similar  to  the  present  were  adopted  by 
the  last  General  Assembly,  and  as  your  committee  are  advised,  no 
notice  has  been  taken  of  them  by  any  one  of  our  Representatives  in 
Congress  at  its  last  session.  This  doubtless  was  the  true  cause  why 
the  voice  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Florida,  spoken  through  their 
General  Assembly,  has  not  been  listened  to  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. Individual  oflicers  of  the  various  departments  at  Washington, 
without  doubt,  frequently  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  prayers  of  the  inno- 
cent  and  sufieringf  but  Congress,  when  properly  applied  to  for  the 
redress  of  real  grievances,  is  not  wont  to  treat  coldly  such  applica* 
tion.  Your  committee,  before  taking  leave  of  this  subject,  feel  con- 
strained, under  a  proper  sense  of  their  duly,  to  express  their  strong 
disapprobation  of  the  marked  neglect  with  which  our  delegation,  a^ 
the  last  Congress,  have  treated  the  various  resolutions  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  in  relation  to  this  8u))ject,  as  well  as  other  important^ 
interests  of  the  citizens  of  this  State. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  P.  SANDERSON,  Chairman.- 
JAS.  H.  T.  LORIMER. 
Which  was  received  and  concurred  in. 
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dttDERS  OF  THE  IXAY. 

H0086  bit!  entitled.  An  act  fot  the  relief  df  R.  E.  Little, 

Was  read  the  third  tiro'ei  and  eir  the  <][ueetion  of  it<  passage,  thlT 
yeas  and  nays  were : 

Yeas — ^Mes«ni.  Avery,*  Burritt,  Costin,  IxMMr,  McMilUin,  Mose.' 
ley,  Sanderson,  Smitl^,'  Tracey — 9. 

Nays^-MessFs.  Floya  and  Priest-^jf. 

So  the  bill  pato^.    Title  as  stated. 

House  bill  entitled^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  dmrm  G.  Fife, 

Was  read  the  third  tiiriis,  and  on'  the  question  of  its  passage,  thcf 
yeas  and  nays  were  i 

Yeas—Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  BUrritt,  Austin,  hmmttf 
McMillan,  Moseley,  Smith;  Tracey-*0. 

Nays — Messrs.  Flo;^d,  and  Priest-^2. 

Sothe  bill  passed.    Titl^  ai  sUted.  .  , 

The  following  messaige  from  the  House  was  received  anfd  read. 
Hot^  oP  Re^sesbntai^es,  Dec.  81st,  1947. 
Honorable  PrenJerU  of  the  Senate : 

SiK :  The  ifoUiM  has  rejected  Senate  Bill  entitled.  An  Act  topro* 
tide  for  the  establishubnt  of  Common  SchiDoM,  and  substitutedrtlfe' 
enclosed.  Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep; 

On  motion  of  Mfr.  Simd^nton,  the  S^nat6  ihsisted  on  the  original 
till.  ^ 

On  miotion  of  Mr.  A!very,  a  comtilklttee  consisting  of  Mes^.  Ai^rjr? 
Fairbanks,  and  Sanderson,  was  appointed  to  confer  with  a  similar 
Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Hoube  relative  to  said  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  Afr.  Burritt  was  added  to  the  Committee. 

Also  the  follo#ing : 

HotT^  o*  REpRBSBin^ATivB^  Dcc.  81,  184t. 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senate : 

Snt : — The  House  has  concurred  in  the  report  in  the  joint  confer*. 
6nce  committee  upon  Hx)use  bill  entitled,  ^^  An  act  to  provide  Writs  of 
6rror  in  criminal  cases,"  and  htn  receded  from  its  disagreement  to' 
the  two  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  2d  section  of  said' 
l&ill,  and  to  those  in  the  9th  line  of  the  0th  section,  and  adopted  Aiid 
toendments. 

Also,  upon  recommendation  of  said  Cbrnmifttee,  the  House  has  pass- 
^d  the  following  amendments  in  addition  to  the  said  6th  section,  to 
Mi: 

After  the  word  ^*  or,"  in  the  15th  line,  insert  the  words,  '*  in  catee^ 
ftot  capital." 

And  in  16th  lin^,  after  word  "  recognizance,"  insert  the  Words* 
^  with  one  or  more*  sureties." 

Very  Respectftilly, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep;- 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  said  Report  and  amendmenU  of  the 
House  were  concurred  in  by  the  0enate. 

House  bill  entitledi  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Stone, 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  yeas' 
and  nays  were  :      ^ 

Yeas— ^Messrs.  A^yery^  Biirrift,  Costin,  I^airbanics,  Lorimer,  Mc 
Millan,  Moseler,  Pries^  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey — 11. 

Nay— Ttfr.  Floyd— 1. 

So  the  bi)l  paued.     Title  as  stated. 

Bouse  bill  entitled,  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled,  An  act  to 
organize  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida, 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  make  valid  the  proceedings  of  sundry 
persons  con^missioned  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  this  State, 

Was  read  a  third  time^  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  yeas 
and  nays  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt;  Lofiiiier,  McMillan,  Mose- 
ley,  Sanderson,  Tracey — 8j,       .        ^  ,. 

Nays— ^Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Smith,  Tabor — 5. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Engrossed  resolutions  relative  to  the  election  of  Maj.  Gen.  Zacha« 
ly  Taylor  to  the  Presidency, 

Were  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Floyd  offered  the  lollowing  amendment : 

Resolvedy  That  the  members  of  the  Senate  pledge  themselves  so 
long  as  the  said  Zachary  Taylor  shall  be  the  independent  candidato 
of  the  people  for  the  Presidency  of  the  United  Slates^  to  use  their  ut- 
most endeavors  to  secure  his  election. 

Mr.  Austin  moved  to  lay  said  resolution  upon  the  table. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and 
Austin,  and  were  : 

Yeas — ^Messrs;  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Tracey 
—6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sander^ 
son.  Smith,  Tabor — 8. 

So  the  Senate  refused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracey,  the  resolution  was  indefinitely  postponed.' 

The  rule  being  waived,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McMillan,  leave  of  ab- 
sence was  granted  to  Mr.  Lorimer  during  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

House  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  th^  Indians  in  South 
Florida,  and  providing  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  sec- 
tion of  this  State, 

Were  read  a  second  time,  the  rule  Waived,  read  a  third  time  by 
its  title,  and  passed. 

House  memorial  and  resblutioli  asking  Congress  to  appropriate 
160  acres  of  land  for  the  building  of  a  Court  House  in  Hillsborough 
County, 

Was,  on  motion,  read  a  second  time  by  its  title,  the  rule  waiVed}' 
fead  a  third  time  by  title,  and  passed. 
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House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  provide  a  uaiwrj  for  tbe  Quarter  Sbor 
ter  General,  and  for  other  purposes, 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  secMid  reading  to^mor*' 
row. 

Bill  entitled,  An  act  to  define  and  settle  the  boundary  between  tho 
States  of  Florida  and  Alabama, 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

Bill  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  to  raise  a  revenuer 
for  this  State,  approved  July  24, 1845,  and  Dec.  27, 1845, 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Averj,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  comw 
mittee  of  the  whole  on  said  bill^Mr.  Austin  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  bj  their 
chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  with  amendments,  and. 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  thereof. 

Which  report  vras  concurred  in. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  read  a  second  time  bjr  its  title  and  ordef' 
ed  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  obstructions 
to  the  navigation  of  Sawannee  river, 

Was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Floyd  ofiered  the  following  amendment : 

Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  enactedy  That  this  act  shall  be  subject  to 
any  amendments,  modification,  or  repeal,  by  any  future  General  A». 
sembly  of  this  State. 

Which  wafftidopted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thirJ 
reading  to-morrow. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  the  act  prescribing  solicitors- 
fees. 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thini 
reading  to-morrow. 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled.  An  act  in  relation  to  road» 
in  Columbia  county,  as  amended  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  the  Senate  concurred  in  said  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  adjourn  until  Monday  next,  11  o'clock. 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  take  a  recess  until  3  o'clock. 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  10  o'clock* 


MoNDAZ,  January  3, 1848. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  as  Chaplain. 
A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  the  reading  of 
ihQ  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 
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The  mle  being  waifed,  Mr*  Tabor  wa«  allowtd  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  be  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a  county  site 
in  the  county  of  Washington ;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule 
wai?ed,  read  a  second  time  by  iU  title,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tabor,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Taylor,  the  Sergeant-at- Arms,  until  3  o'clock. 

The  following  was  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  Journal : 

The  undersigned,  having  voted  in  the  negative  upon  the  bill  to 
amend  the  aet  to  organize  the  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State,  state  their 
reasons  for  voting  against  said  bill,  were  that  they  believed  that  per- 
sons competent  to  fill  said  office  would  not  accept  such  office  with 
such  compensation,  and  that  the  effect  would  be,  to  induce  great 
laxness  in  the  prosecution  of  criminals,  and  would  operate  against 
good  policy.  G.  R.  FAIRBANKS. 

J.  P.  SANDERSON. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported 
an  Act  in  relation  to  roads  in  Columbia  county,  as  correctly  enrolled. 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses,  as  passed  by  the  House 
without  amendment.    Ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  the  act  prescribing  So- 
licitor's fees,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  the  ((uestioa  of  its  pas- 
sage the  yeas  and  nays  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Fairbanks,  Lorimer, 
McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey — 12. 
'     Nay — Mr.  Costin — 1. 

So  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

The  rule  being  waived,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  House  bill  enti- 
tied)  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  es- 
tsbUsh  a  tariff  of  fees,  approved  February  15, 1834,  and  which  was 
approved  December  27, 1845, 

Was  taken  from  the  table  and  placed  among  the  orders. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions to  the  navigation  of  Suwannee  river, 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fk>yd,  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Engrossed  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  to  raise 
a  revenue  for  this  State,  approved  July  24,  1845,  and  Dea  27, 1845, 

Was,  on  motion,  read  the  third  time  by  its  title,  and  on  the  question 
of  its  passage  the  yeas  and  nays  were : 

Teas — Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Moseley,  Priest, 
Sanderson,  Smith,  Tracey — 9. 

Nays — Mr.  Presklent,  Messrs.  Floyd,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Tabos^ 
Watts— 6. 

So  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 
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Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House, 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  define  and  settle  the  boundary  between 
the  State  of  Florida  and  Alabama, 

Was  read  the  Second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  )o-morrow. 

House  biH  entitled,  An  a^ct  to  provide  a  salary  for  the  Quarter 
Master  Q eneral,  and  for  o(lier  purposes, 

^as  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracer,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Fairbanks  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  conamittee  rose,  and  by  their 
Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  without  amendment, 
and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further'consfderation  thereof. 

Which  report  was  conpurrf|d  in.    ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  said  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Militia* 

Resolution  relative  to  adjournment  ^me  die  on  the  6th  inst.,  ^as 
read  third  time  and  passed. 

'    House  bill  entitled.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled.  An  act 
to  organize  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida, 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  by  unanimous  consent,  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled,  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  to  establish  a  tariff  of  fees,  approved  Feb.  15,  1834, 
and  which  was  approved  Dec.  27,  1845, 

Was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  **  having 
ibr  its  pbject  a  remote  probabiiity,"  occurring  in  lines  8  and  9. 

IfVhich  amendment  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  the  question  of  its  passage  the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  IVlessrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fairbanks, 
Lorimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,'  Priest,  Tabor,  Tracey — 11. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  hWl  passed.  Title  as  stated.  Ordered  that  the  same  be 
certified  to  the  House. 

The  House  returned  House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  making  appro- 
priation for  the  payment  of  the  printing  and  binding  of  Thompson's 
Digest,  and  finally  disposing  thereof,  with  a  message  stating  that  the 
House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendment  to  said  bill  by  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  the  Senate  insisted  on  their  amend*' 
ment. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Trustees  of  thet 
Township  1,  Range  1,  S.  and  £.  in  the  county  of  Leon,  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  the  office 
of  Register  of  Public  Lands  for  the  State  of  Florida,  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 
'    House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  define  the  term  for  which  County 
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|3onmiflMoiiera  thaH  hold  their  oflke,  was  read  the  first  time,  aiu| 
ordered  for  a  second  reading  to«niorrow. 

The  following  communication  was  transmitted  to  His  Excellency 
jheG.oyernor :. 

Sbnatb  Chahbbr,  Jan.  3,  1848. 
To  his  ExceOfney  the  (jhvemor  of  Florida : 

Sib  : — ^t  herewith  transmit  for  youi^  approval  a  bill  entitled.  An  act 
in  relation  to  roads  in  Columbia  county,  passed  by  the  two  Houses  oiF 
the  General  Assembly,  and  signed  by  the  presiding  officers  thereof. 

Respectfully, 
C.  W.  DOWNING, 

Secretary  Senate. 
On  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock. 


3  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled.  An  ac^  to  enforce  the 
payment  of  taxes  assessed,  and  to  be  assessed,  against  all  Institution^ 
claimiog  corporate  privileges  in  this  State,  with  an  amendment  made 
by  the  House. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  amendment. 

The  following  mj^fssfige  from  the  House  was  received  and  rei^d. 
Hou9B  o^  Rbpbbsbntativbs,  Jan.  1, 1848. 
fionordble  President  qf  th^  Senate : 

Sib  :-^Tbe  House  has  concurred  in  the  amendments  offered  by 
the  Senate  to  the  House  bill  entitled,  "  An  act  to  make  valid  the 
proceedings  of  sundry  persons  commissioned  as  Justices  of  the  Peace 
of  this  State,"  with  the  following  amendment  proposed  by  the  House  ; 

In  5th  line  of  4th  section,  added  by  Senate,  instead  of  words  *'  duly 
elected"  insert  "  who  received  the  highest  number  of  votes." 

In  which  the  concurrepce  of  the  Senate  is  respectfully  requested 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  the  rule  was  wi^ivpd,  and  engrossed  bill 
entitled.  An  act  to  define  and  settle  the  boundary  between  the  States 
of  Florida  and  Alabama,  was  read  a  third  time  by  its  title,  and  on  thq 
question  of  its  passage  the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Floyd,  Lori. 
jaqer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey— ; 
13. 

Nays — None. 

00  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Qn  motion^  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  10  o'clock. 
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TvMSDAKf  Jmiiuj  4,  1B48« 

Tbe  Senate  met  puraiaiit  to  adjounnneBt. 

Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  at  Chaplaio. 

A  quomm  beiog  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Averj,  the  reading  of 
the  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

Tlie  fbllowiog  communication  was  transmitted  to  His  Excellency 
the  GrOTemor : 

HovsB  OF  RiPBEssNTATiyBS,  Jaauarj  4th,  1848. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Gavemar  of  Florida : 

Sir  :  We  hereby  certify,  that,  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses 
of  the  General  Assembly,  held  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatires,  on  Wednesday,  December  80th,  ult.,  for  the  purpose  ot  elect, 
ing  a  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  State  of  Florida,  Mr.  David 
P.  Hogue  and  Mr.  Mariano  D.  Papy  were  alone  put  in  nomination, 
and,  on  the  second  voting,  Mr.  Hogue  having  received  thirty  votes, 
and  Mr.  Papy  having  received  twenty.three  votes.  Mr.  Hogue  was 
declared  duly  elected  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  State  of 
Florida. 

Very  Respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING, 

Sec.  Senate. 
W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  House  of  Representatives 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Avery  was  allowed  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  be  entitled.  An  Act  to  ascertain  the  number  of  white  children 
between  the  ages  of  6  and  18  years,  and  to  obtain  information  re- 
specting  the  Common  School  Lands ;  which  was  read  the  first  time, 
the  rule  waived,  and  said  bill  ordered  to  be  placed  among  the  orders 
of  to-day. 

Mr.  Sanderson  offered  the  following : 

That  the  Comptroller  be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate  of  the 
^st  of  publishing  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  which  were 
adopted  at  the  session  of  1846  and  '47. 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Costin  was  allowed  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  be  entitled.  An  Act  regulating  the  fees  of  Notaries  Public  in  the 
State  of  Florida,  which  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  \iaived,  and 
said  bill  ordered  to  be  placed  among  the  orders  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Moseley  o£fored  the  following : 

Resolved^  That  W.  Bartlett  be  selected  to  print  the  laws  passed  by 
the  present  General  Assembly,  on  his  giving  bond  to  the  Secretaiy 
of  State  to  execute  the  same  in  a  proper  manner. 

Resolvedf  That  the  compensation  shall  be  the  same  per  page  as 
the  printer  of  the  House  of  Representatives  receives  for  printing  the 
Journals  of  the  House. 

Which  was  read  a  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  time 
and  passed. 
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Mr.  Burritty  bom  die  Jodiciaxy  Committed,  preseDted  the  following 
report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  An  &et  to  facilitate  the  reDH>val  of  obstructions  to  the  navi- 
gation of  Suwannee  river,  have  had  the  same  under  consideratioDf 
aixl  have  instructed  me  to 

REPORT: 

That  the  bill  proposes  to  confer  certain  powers  and  to  grant  certain 
exclusive  privileges  to  certain  individuals,  and  although  the  committee 
are  not  opposed  to  the  objects  of  the  bill,  but  on  the  contrary  believe  * 
they  contemplate  great  public  utility,  still  they  believe  that  the  bill  if 
pamd  would  be  nothing  less  than  a  special  act  of  incorporation,  and 
which  seems  to  be  prohilnted  by  the  Constitution*  The  right  of  in* 
dividuab  to  unite  together  by  virtue  of  a  law  for  that  purpose,  in  a 
joint  enterprise  with  the  capacity  of  suing  and  being  sued,  to  transact 
the  business  of  the  company  generally  under  that  law,  to  be  protected 
in  the  exclusive  prosecution  of  that  enterprise,  and  in  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  therefrom,  the  committee  believe  amounts  to  an  incorpo- 
ration. And  if  so,  as  the  Constitution  provides  that  the  General  As« 
sembly  shall  pass  no  act  of  incorporation  unless  public  notice  in  one 
or  more  newspapers  in  the  State  shall  have  been  given  for  at  least 
three  months  immediately  preceding  the  session  at  which  the  same 
may  be  applied  for,  the  committee  believe  there  is  no  power  in  the 
General  Assembly  to  pass  the  bill  under  consideratipn  unless  it  shall 
be  ihown  that  the  requisite  publication  has  been  made. 

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Tracey,  from  the  Committee  on  Militia,  presented  the  follow* 
iog  report : 

The  Committee  on  Militia  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  provide 
a  salary  for  the  Quarter  Master  General  and  for  other  purposes,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to  report  the  same 
back  to  the  Senate  with  the  following  amendment,  viz : 

Fill  up  the  blank  in  the  8d  section  with  150,  and  ask  to  be  dis« 
charged  from  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

£.  D.  TRACEY,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  the  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported 
the  following  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  enforce  the  payment  of  taxes  assessed, 
and  to  be  assessed,  against  all  institutions  claiming  corporate  privi- 
leges in  this  State ; 

A  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors  and 
State  witnesses ; 

As  correctly  enrolled. 

The  following  message  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  wa» 
leceived  and  read : 
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EtBCUnYE  DSPASTMEINT,  JllD.  1,  184^/ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  approved  the  ibllowiog  Acts  and  Resolutions,  to  wit : 

An  act  to  exempt  the  citizens  of  Levy  county  irom  serving  as  Jury^ 
men  beyond  the  limits  of  said  county ; 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  of  Alaohufi  county  to  pay  over 
(o  the  Treasurer  of  Marion  county  the  amount  of  the  county  tax  in  his 
hands,  assessed  and  collected  upon  lanUdi  lying  in  Marion  county  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  A.  B.  Clark,  assignee  of  Thomas  M. 
White; 

An  act  to  authorize  certain  persons  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the' 
Apalachicola  river,  at  Chattahoochie ; 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  William  J.  McCaughan  to  that  of 
Wm.  J.  McGriff; 

An  act  in  relation  to  roads  and  highways  in  the  <U)unties  of  Wash- 
ington, Benton,  and  HatniltiOn ; 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Satah  A.  Alston  ; 

An  act  to  define  the  Western  boUndaty  of  Jackson  county,  and  to 
repeal  an  act  therein  named ; 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to' County  Commissioners; 

An  act  to  facilitate  the  draining  of  the  *'  Twelve  Mile  Swamp,"  in 
tlie  county  of  St.  Johns  ; 

An  act  to  regulate  the  Pilotage  6f  the  Bar  of  the  River  St.  Johns ;' 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  '*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,"  approved  January  6,  1847 ; 

An  act  to  more  fully  define  the  I'ates  of  and  daly  6f  Pilots  for  the 
Port  of  Cedar  Keys  f 

Resolution  expressive  of  thanks  to  Messrs  Randall,  Brockenbrough 
and  Baker,  examiners  of  Thompson's  Digest ; 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  in  relation  to  certain  sections  of  land 
granted  by  the  United  States  to  Florida,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the 
Seat  of  Government ; 

Preamble  and  Resolutions' in  relation  to  Pre-emption  Rights  in  this 
State ; 

Resolutions  in  relation  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso ; 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  relative  to  the  expenses  of  Florida  Vol. 
unteers  previ6us  to  being  mustered  into  the  United  States  Service ; 

Preamble  and  Resoluti  :ns  relative  to  the  passage  of  a  law  in  relief 
of  certain  citizens  of  this  State.' 

Very  respectfully, 

W,  D.  MOSELEY. 

Also  the  following : 

Executive  Department,  January  1,  1848. 
tkndemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  the  honor  to  solicit  your  advice  and  consent' tt>  the  foUbwing^ 
nominations : 

Wm.  H.  AndrewsiL  John  Wooten  and  L.  B.  Harber,  as  Auction-' 
^ers  for  the  county  of  Jefiferson.' 
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i,   Mr.  Wm.C.  Qmpbej|l  ^lavinj  thji  rtoynlag  cleclined  his  nominii: 
lion,  wlKh  f  ma^WyJh^^,  m  Cotton  WSfrfer  for  ft*«  cburift 
^  J^on,  I  l|i«by  rw»p«ctfully  nominate  CbarUs  A.  Nash  for  (bat  o£ 
^ce»  aiicf  aifi'  > oUr  tultfc'e  tMa  con^^nt  td  satd  kHHiiiiuttlom 
:  •     "^     '   :     ,,       /    ^  Very  R<r«pectftiIIy, 

.  i  ^-  ^-  MOSELEY. 

The  hominafiona  (berelft  Comainod  #ofe  adtised  and  conseiitq)  ii 

Djr  (he  Senate.  ^      ^ •  .  .,  . : 

Also  the  fbUowiBf  :  .  ; 

.  ,  .-.  EiECU'i'tvE  DeVaktaent;  Hn.  3,  l&4^. 

GeifUlemeii  oflht  S^idte  and  House  of  RepfeserHati^ces : 

I  reseeeliuilv  ask  your  a4vic9  and  consents  the  fc^bMrinc-nomind-. 
ions :  .    .  .  .  ,    ^. ,    ;  ■  "    ' 

John  l>t.  Sheldota,  as  A'Qc(foneSf  ft>r  th'e  couHf/ of  Omnge  ;  and 
WiHian)  B.  Davis,  as  AucliOncer  foY  thie  county  cf  9t.  Lticio. 

A.  G.  Miller,  Geo.  W.  Cole,  jV.,  AFex.  Bushlalt,  John  W.  Hfnelf, 
John  W»  Xf  w,  looses  Ed'wardSf  a^  A«ciiaiie«rs  for  the  couaTy  of  Co*' 
himblftf     ,  ^    ,     ' '  *  '      ' !     - 

';   '  .,    Very  retpcctfully, 

\Zi  "     '      "  .    •  ^^'  ^'  MOSfiLEY. 

'liie  hominatiOiU  thefefi^  conf&inec]^  \^tt6  ^adVised  aiTd  cc^nsentcd  il^ 
J^  tbeSe^ate^  ^  -    . 

AWllie  fbllowtOg.r  .'     \     .     '.  ;       '    "  '  . 

/    '   FxtJCutivE  t)i:PAHTan5N'f,  i'an.  !•»  1848.  "^ 
JlenfieMm  of  ife  Senate  an  ft  qj^fhe  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  respecUyliy  nominate  I  he  IblJowing  named  genlleman  for  the  of- 
ficii desigaated  and  ask  your  advice  and  consent : 

L,  \Y.  Spratt,  ^s  JmUrt}  df  Probate,  T|tnd  P.  W.  Culleu  au<}  Nathan 
Bttker,  asAucUoucersj  lor  ihe  county  ofPranli^Itn,  . ",    '  '   '*' 

V^ryrespecifulln  /     ,  .,      !    '     W.  T>. ;wrOOT:tE Yi 

.  ^ko  nomlnatibii!^  ihE^cin  contrfmedxvere  advised  and  consented  to 
Jby  U*e  Sinate- 

]  I  The  toIbwin^.meissag(?  hem  ifie  Houise  wis  receded  and  read : 
^  ilotrir:  RIn*REsE^'TATIvi:s,  JanuarjL  3,  1848.  ; 

'l^twraUe  P^€yt<kfil  of  ihc  Senate: 

Sis  :~Senate  bill  entitled,  *'  Au  act  more  particukriy  to  defend 
mortgi^g^- Ultts»"  ivaii.this  day  rejected  by  the  House. 

And  Senate,  bill  fenlitfefl,  "  An  act  to  prescribe  an  equal  and  uni-' 
form  rjTiode  of  taxation,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  this  day  indefi- 
pitely  postponed.      *     '     .         ^  '  . 

"  -'  •  Tci-y  respectfully,     '.  ••  • 

^  .    W.  Vt,  LANCABTER, 

•      '"/      '"        '"  Clerk  House  RepresentuHife^. 

Also  the  following: 

House  RfirRESE::nrAtivEs,  Jariuai^-  3,  1848r   - 

Honorabte  President  of  Ihc  Senate  :  , 

QJ^  :-^enate  bill  entitled,  "  An  act  to  organize  a  school  for  the 

education  of  poor  dhtldren  witlfln  the  County  of  Franklin/'  haV 
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jtli^ Boone*  wftb  tbe  iSde  unendeJ  MfiiDb^i;.  SWflbt9«r 

'crg»iiw»''»iM}iiMest,^^«idttMipfK>9ior.^  ' 

ta  wbieb  tke  coocurrenee  of  the  Seoste  ii  i«8pect(iiH[f  ireq|Mt(ed^ 

Very  respectfully^ 

Wi  B,  LANCASTER, 
€%rl^H6tite  RepretetttativM*. 
The  Senate  coocnrredP  in  tbe  amehdment,  and  tlie  1811  wuordfr^ 
•d  to  be  eDrolled. 
The  ibllowio§  aba  wav  rewfvd  aad  read ; 

HovsB  RB^nsMBJ^^Tivsef  Jaooary  1,  ld4dw« 
JSanprabie  Presukrd  Senate  ; 

Sib  : — ^Tbe  House  bat  appointed  Messrs.  Forward^  Ragner^ 
Mitchell  q(  JAcksoii«  and  A.  £.  Maxw^joinjt  comnuttee  of  confer* 
ence,  to  act  with  a  similm'  commiitee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate^  upM* 
the  biU  *'  making^pro^^tsioA  ior  »-sYst<0m'»o^  GbimDoa  ScbsoH^"" 

Ifery  respectfully, 

w.  B.  LASCXSTEtti 
61erk  House  Repretentatltes»* 
'hie  House  returned  Benate  bill  entiled,  An  act  to  authorize  Jaa^- 
Cockroft  to  establish  a  Ficrry  across  Shoal  River,  as  passed  by  the- 
House  without  amendment.     Ordered  to  be  enrolled«^ 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled,  An  aet  t6  aioeod'an  aeT 
entitled  an  act  to  organize  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Blorida^« 
OS  passed  by  the  House  without  amendment.     Ordered  te*be  enrolled*- 
The  following  communication- wasHraosmitted*  tb  his  Excellency 
the  Governor:- 

SsNATE  Cbam^oi^  Jtanuarj  4^  IBWi- 
2b  his  Excellency  the  Gaotmor  of  Florida's 

Sir  :— I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  your  approrttl,  the  Mfowt 
lag  bills,  viz :  a  bill  ealMed,  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Jurors  and  Slate  Witnesses,'^  also  a  bill  entitled,  An  a<H  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  taxes  assessed^  and  to  be  assessed,  agaiMk 
all  institutions  claiming  corporate  pnvileffefi4n4bisStiate,'*  passed  by 
the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  sigaed  by  tbo'^preai^ 
ding  oflkera  theieofl- 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING^ 
Secretary  Senate* 
The  House  returned  Senate  reaetntlons  in  relation  to  Territory 
which  may  be  acquired  by  the  United  States,  as  passed  by  the*  Hous» 
without  amendment.     Oi^dered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled.  An  aet  to  encourage  and 
facilitate  Internal  ImproreroentSf  andto authorize  and  regulate  part-^- 
riiit)s*fer  that  purpose,  as  amended  l^ the  House*. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  amendment,  and  the  biQ  oidered'to 
be  engrossed. 

A  message  was  received 'from  tk)  House,  stating  that  the  House- 
bad  adopted  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Senate  on  the  SOth  ult.  rel- 
ative to  the  election  of  John  Beard,  Register.;. 
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IV  foUowbg  coBMvudc^ioo  from  (ke  Comptroller  vu  reeelTdl 
and  read,  and  referred  to  the  Comoiittee  on  Claimt  and  Accounts, 
mtk  iiMtnicUoiistoQsanuAaiiito,AiKl  report  at  to  Uie  reasonableneis 
of  t&e«e  chargefts 

iC9Mffn€KSLm9.\  Office,  ^ 
January  4,  1848.      3 
Soft.  President  of  the  Senate  : 

SxH :»— In  mnawer  to  tjie  request  of  this  date,  for  information  at  (o 
ttie  costs  of  publication  of  the  amendments  of  the  Constitution  adopt* 
/d  at  the  session  of  1846,  '47, 1  h&vo  to  sajr  that  the  following  ac« 
'founts  lor  that  servioe  hai^  been  pro«ent«d  at  this/offico  lor  aUow« 
^nce«  to  wit :    . 

J.  L.  Wyman,    10  aq.  6  tn.  1(135  00*^Apalachicobu 

iJas.  M.  GmI^   10  jq.  6  ».  l^b  00-— St.  Augustine^ 

6iblej  6u  Djke»   9  sq.  6  m.  100  00-— Tallahassee. 

J.  A.  Baughey,  H  sq..  30  insariioos^  217  00 — Pensacoia. 

TotaU  9587  00 

^f  theeo  accoonti,  all,  except  the  last  named,  have  been  audited, 
«nd,  I  t^inkf  paid  Jtt  the  Treasnry^-Haaking  a  total  paid  of  #370  OO. 
liiave'lhe  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  TOWLE,  Co«p<ro«er. 
Hlie  rale  being  waWed,  Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  the  Committee  on 
'EiupoUed^BiUi,  reported  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Exec- 
iuton  of  George  Kingsiejr,  deoeaaed,  to  aell  real  estate,  aa  correctlif 
«nffolbd; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanka,  the  rule  will  be  eonsidered  at  waif, 
ed  4nring  the  remainder  of  t  e  aOision,  and  the  Committee  on  Sn« 
^led  BilU  allowed  to  report  at  ai^  time« 

eRBERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Eogreoed  btU  omitted^  An  Act  to  proride  for  the  election  of  a 
county  site  in  the  county  of  Washington,  waa  read  the  third  time,  and 
-en -the  question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were : 
'  Yeaa^Mr«  President^  Messrs.  Ay^tyt  Austin,  BurNtt,  Costtn, 
Fairbanks,  Floyd,  torimar,  MeMilll|i^  Jfosekf.i'nest,  Sandeipon^ 
Watta^ld. 

Nnja^-*^ione« 

So  said  bill  passed.  Title  as  stated.  Ordered  Oiai  the  wna  be 
eortiied^4#  Ibe  Honse* 

The  fbllowinf  cooHnonicntioii  was  trantmittod  lo  bis  excetteney 
the  Clotemoff : 

Sa«A.TB  CHAXBsn,  January  4»  1648. 
J^his  Bm$neney  ih^  Chtmnor  of  Florida  i 

Sut :— I  herewith  transmit,  for  the  approval  of  your  Excellency,  a 
liUL  e^ikMf  An  nol  to  authforixe  thpe  fixeenton  of  Oeori^  Kiogsley, 
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deceased,  to  aell  real  estate,  passed  bj  the  two  House*  of  the  General 
Assembh',  and  signed  by  the  presiding  officers  thereof. 
^        ^    *  Very  respectfully,  * 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'f.  Senate. 

Ifouse  bill  ei|tTt>ed,  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
ToWnshrp  1,  Range  1,  S^.  and  £•  in  the  county  of  Leon,  was  pBad  ^ 
second  time,  and  po^poned  uiUil  to-morrow.  - 

'  Bill  to  be  entitUd,  ^n  Act  to  ascertain  the  number  of  while  chil- 
dren heihvcenthQ  age^  of  6^  and  18-yean>  and  to  obtaiki  Inforraatioa 
respecting  the  Cbmmon  School  Lands,  was  read  a  second  time. 

^fr.  Avery  moved  to  fill  up  the  blftnk  occuring  in  the  third  line  of 
section  2^  with  2  cents ;  which  was  adoj)ted,  an^  the  bill  ordered  to. 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrovr. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  provide  a  salary  fpr  th^  Quarter 
Master  General,  and  for  other  purposes,  t^'^  react  a  second  time,  and 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  MiHtia  adopted,  the 
rule  waived,  the  bill  read^  a  third  time  by  its  titl^,  ai^  on  the  question 
of  its  passage,  the  ye^s  and  nays  were  ; 

Teas—Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Atistfn,  Burritt,  Costin,. 
Floyd;  Lorimef,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Taborv' 
Tracey,  Watts-^14.  -      •  .  * 

Nays — Non^. 

So  said  bill  passed.  Title  as  stated.  Ordered  that  the  Q^me  be 
certified  to  the  House. 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  regiAatin^  the  fees  of  Notarieff  Public* 
in  the  State  of  Florida,  x^'an  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  5  in  line  12  of  see* 
tk>u  1,  and  inserting  3 ;  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Avery  nEK>ved  to  amend  by  adding  '*  and  copies"  after  **  same''* 
in  line  13  of  section  1  ;  which  w^  adopted. 

^he  bill  was.  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-mor* 
row. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  define  the  term  for  which  County 
Gommissioners  shaU  hold  their  office,  was  read  ia  second  thne,  aiid 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  publio  landay 
and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights'ln  certain  oases,  was  read^tfae  first  * 
time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-raorrow* 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  relative  to  Judges  of  Probate,  County^ 
Commissioners,  and  Sheriffs,  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for 
a  second  reading  to-morrow.    -  '  '•  ' 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  declare  and  make  the  eklsienehip  oT 
the  keeper  or  keepers  of  the  Live  Oak  PlatHatien,  opposite  the  cHy 
of  Pensacola,  in  the  County  of  Escambia  in  place  of  the  <Cottnt/  of 
dauta  Rosa,  was  read  the  fii^t  time;  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second 
and  third  time  by  its  titl^,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  th9 
j-eas  and  nays  were :  '        : 

Teas — Mr.  President,  Mesw*.  Avery,  Aurtin,  Burrktt  Floyd,  Ldr* ' 
imer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Tracey,  Watts — 12. 


•  Digitized  by 


Google 


19T 

¥ayi— None. 

iSo  said  bill  passed — titl^  ^s  staled.   .  ,  ^  ^        • 

.  House  bill  entided,  An  act  to  anieod  tl|e  cxrimia^  Wflt  hqw  ifty 
%rce  in  tbis  S(«Lt«,  was  read  the  first  liBiek«  lhj»  rjule  waived,  read:  A. 
second  time  by  its-tillet  and  referred  to  t)ie  Judiciary  Como^fttjpVwitb 
instructions- to  report  on  saijd  billtbi^  eveniBg^    . 

House  )^\  ei^titi^df  An  act  to  ai^h^ize  Blake  Jprnagin  to  iBstaJi^. 
Ij^ti  a  Ferry  9^9ss  Peos»$<^la  Qay  froni  I)eer  Point  to  the  city  oTI^en-^ 
i^cola»  was'  r^ad  the  first  tiiqe,*  Jhe  rule  waived^  read  a  second  |kn4^ 
third -time  by  its  title,  and  on  the  question  of  jts  passage^  the  jeai, 
a^d  nays  were: 

yeas-rMr,  Pref icjent,  AJefsrs.  Arary,  Rurritt,  Floyd,  McMillan^' 
Moseley,  Priebt,  Sanderson,  T^bor,  Tr^cey,  W^tts^-:*!!.  , 

.  Nayrr Mr.  Austin*-^! j^  .      ..  .  l 

.^o  said  bill  passed.     Ti^e  af  stated  /     , 

Ordeced  th%t  tfoe  ^a^^e  bex^ertiged  to  Ihp  Boyso^ 

Jhe  follpi^jng  cojzjbniuaicatioa  from  HisExcellenpy  {^^  Goveniof 
was  received  and  read  : 

ExvcfTTHYs  DxF^j^'pmif,  Jr^i)uary  4,  1818. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Reju^efe^tativeM :     > 

I  have  the  hoi^  toiisk  your  advipe  aiuTcongf^nt  ^  the  fullowipg 
nominations :  Levi  Lee,  Stephen  S.  Snjith,  ^lu}  \y^liam  Dq^b^  94 
4uctioneer)s  Cbr  4be  county  of  HamUton, 

Very  respectfully,  "^  W.  p,  MOSELEY. 

The  nominations  therein  contained  were  advised  and  consenled 
t^  by  the  Senate. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  James  Senis 
let,  j|f  Monrqp  co(fptV|  tQ  t^. of  Jajqo^s, Timothy  Walker/ was  read 
the  first  time,  the  rule  waived^re  4  ^  second  Aiid.  third  time^i  and  of| 
tl^questiooof  its  passi^  the  yeas  and  nays  ypere:  1 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austjp,'Burri^,  C!^ostJ)n, 
Floyd,  Lorimer,  McMillan^  A^oseley, .  rriest,  Sanderson,  Tabor^ 
Walts--13.  . 

Nays — None.  ■ ,  .  .  i 

^o  said  bill  passed*  Title  as  stated.  Ordered  that  tiie  same  be 
certified  to  the  House. 

|{ouse  Preamble  and  Resolution  asking  Congresa  to  provide 
lands  for  the  inhabitants  of  certain  to]f  nships .  for  the  lupport  of  J^b; 
lie  Schookt  wff  ifftd  the  $rst  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second 
time  by  itf  tjtle,  and  f eferred  to  ti^e  Committee  on  Schools  and  C0I7 

House  resolutions  relative  to  the  wjdows  and  orphans  of  those 
who  have  died  in  defence  of  tlieic  country  in  Mexico,  were  read  th^. 
first  time,  the  rule  warred,  read  a  second  and, third  time  by  ttlle^aa(| 

Op  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  rcpess  until  3^  o'clock.    .  , 
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3^  o'clock  p.  k. 

Tho  Senate  proceeded  with  the  Orders. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  amea* 
diUory  of  the  Criminal  Laws  now  fn  force  in  this  State,  approved 
Jl^noary  #tb,  1847,  was  reiad  the  first  time,  the  rule  waited,  read  a 
>aecond  time,iand«ardered  for-ft^urd  reading  to.roorrow« 

Mr.  Avei^  «iared  tbat'the  rule  he  waired,  -and  the  hill  entitled, 
^n  Actio  pMcertahi  thenumber  of  wlSte .children  between  the  age 
rof  six  and  eighteen  yeani,  and  to  obtain  information  respecting  the 
lOommon  Sch^l  Siands,  .be  readit  thtrd  time,  and  pot  upon  its  pas- 
jiage ;  which  motion^as  lest 

House  bill  entitled.  An  Aot  to  regulate  4be  ^time^f  holding  the 
4}ircuitOourt8in  the  Middle  Circuit,  «rere«ead  tlie  ficst«ltme,  wai 
ordered  for  a  aecond  residing  to-morrow. 

House  resolutions  relative  to  the  Circular  issued  from  the  office  of 
the  Comptroller  24th  August,  1846,  was  read  the  first  time,  and  the 
^nate  refused  to  read  the  resolution  a  second  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Fairbanlcs,  jCrop  the  /Committee  on  Enrolled  bills  reported 
4he  following  bills,  ^ia  i 

Bill  entitled,  An  Act  la  amend  an  act  enfMed,an-acti04trga«iiaa 
the  Circuit  Courts  dftlle  -State  of  Florida ; 

Bill  entilMi  An  Act  in  support  of  a  School  for  the  education  of 
jioor  children  ^rithin  the  county  of  Franklin  ; 

BiU  entitled,  Ao  -act.  to  authorize  James  CodLroft  to  establish  a 
/erry  across  Shoal  river ; 

As  correctly  enrolled. 

TM  follo.wiog  .communication  "was  transmitted  toliis  lEicMeney 
i4he  Governor : 

ScxATB  CffAXBSR.  January  4th,  1848. 
^  BS»  Excdleney  ihe  Chvermr  of  Fiorida : 

-iiR  z  I  herewith  transmit  for  your  approval  the  ihllowf ng  bills,  v{i|; 

Bill  entitled.  An  act  to  aid  in  support  of  a  School  for  the -education 
/if  poor  cMUren  wMin  the  county  of  Franlclin  ; 

Bill  entitled,  An  act  to  Jimand  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  organize 
^he  Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida^ 

Bit!  entitled,  Anjiet  ^  authorise  JameaCocfcroft  to  establish  a 
^erry  across  Shoal  River ; 

Fussed  by  the  two  Houses  of  (he  General  Assembly,  and  signed 

jby  the  presiding  officers  thereof.  

Very  respectfullv,  rC.  W.  DOWNING. 

Secretary  Senate. 

The  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read. 
House  of  RvpRSSEinrATTrKB,  Jan.  i^h,  1848. 
0onanMe  PreMetd  of  the  Senate/ 

Snt:  The  House  has  this  day  apopted^he  Allowing: 

Ordeied,  That  (the  Senate  concurring)  the  Committee  of  the 
House  on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts,  l^  Instructed  to  finite  with 
-the  Senate  Comnoitt«te.oA  Taxation  and  Rerenu^y  la  draw  op  and 
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r»p0K  nu  \kt  tDdcfimj  A«  cxpenaM  of  (Us  aetMlMtf  A><8iwi»w^ 
AuemUr.  Yery  nqMcHally, 

W.  fi.  LANCA8TBIK. 

CiMt  Ho.  £41. 

The  Sbnstd  concurred. 

The  Room  retorned  dennte  htl)  entitM^  An  tct  te  define  and  eei. 
de  the  boundaries  between  the  State  of  FlorMa  and  Alabntta^  4t 
paieed  bj  the  House  witfaunt  amendment.    Ordered  to  be  envoHML 

House  biU  entitled,  An  act  to^altiMrtbe  CHinlna^)M»e<^tbirStnia* 
hi  rehulon  to  bnming  of  woods,  was  read  the  irst  tiiney^nd'owbred' 
ior  a  second  reading  to«niorrow. 

House  bill  entitled,  An*  itet  for  tiie  reKef  of  W.  >.  JMmislead^  was 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

House  bin  entitled,  An  Act  pronding  compensation  tobe^paldtD 
L*  A.  Thompson  for  prepartoff  a  Digest  of  the  Laws  of  Florida,  w«a^ 
read  the  first  thne,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to*morrow;' 

House  bill  enthl^d;  An  act  to  deffaie  and  settle  the  benndary  be^ 
tween  the- Slater  o#Fioridir  atid  iRabatna^  laayvaad-tie  fini  time. 

The'  Senate  refbsed  to  read  a  second  time. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  E.  I>.  HowsOrShefiM' 
of  Marion  Countj,  was  read  the  first  tiiae,  tibe  mler  wafred,  read  » 
second  and  third  time  bj  thle,  and^on^tHe  questiinrof  Ks^passage,  tka- 
jeas  and  najs  were : 

'5eas — Mr.  PMsidenC,  Messrs.  Airerjr^  AMia,  Levimer,  McMiUaik 
— & 

Nays— Messrs.  Fafrbanfcs,  FlojFd,  Meeeley,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabst^ 
Tracey,  Watts— 8. 

So  said  biU  was  lost. 

BEbuserbitt  entitled,  ihract  for  the  reifef  of  R.  A.  Shine,  was  raad* 
tie  first  tiase,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

The  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read  :: 
House  Rkfrssbntativbs»  January  8^  1848. 
JBbn.  Pfoukmfofthe  Smuxte: 

SiHt:^Thr  Hboee^  Yam  Vkm  Af  patsed^^nate  **  bHl  selatire  ta« 
Territory  which  may  be  acquired  by  the  United  States,'*^  wilH  the* 
fbllowing  amendment :  **  Stnke  out  the  2d  and  8d  sections." 

In  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  is  requested.    Said  bttti 
has  been  transmitted  to  the  Senate  without  proper  message. - 
Very  Respectfiiny,  W.  B.  LANCi^TER, 

Cleric.  Ho.  Rep.. 

The  Sbnate*oonounred  in. the  amendments.. 

Mr.  Burriti^  from  the  Judibiary  CbmmUtee,  pnssentetd  tie  Mfewtagr 
report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  was  referred  av  engrossw- 
ed  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatires,  entitled,  **  An  act  to  amend' 
the  criminal  laws  of  force- in  this  State,"  have  had  the  saaoe  under 
aottsid^ration,  and  have  instructed  me  to 

REPORT: 

TIat  they  are  of  opinion  that  a  distinction  should  be  madrbetween» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


»«}0 

ings,  and  tbe  burning  ot  gin* bouses,  corp-pens,  stables  and  olti^r 
private  oui^bidkiiiigs^  ,4^Q4|  bolli  as  to  the  character  of  the  o&ence,  anj 
it8.d«|^ee  ^f  punishment.  By  the  bill  under  consideration,  the  buraw 
ing  of  any  of  these  is  made  a  misdemeanor  ooI)C|,aQd  the  sume  iati- 
.|yde  Qt  Bcppe.  ef  puni^m^l.  is  i^l^ed  la  tKe  ojia  as  in  the  other* 
>Thj»ifoiiimittee  therefore  recomvEiend  ihat  tbe  bill  be  amended  by' 
felr^luog  ou(  of  the  first  section  the  words  *'  or  apy  church,  meeting. 
'jbousei  eoUege,  academy*  court.house«  jail,  or  other  building  erected 
lor  fMiblicxspy"  And  in  Ilea  thereof  adopt  the  section  Liereivith  accom- 
panying  this  report. 

The  cojimiittee  ^dso  recommend  Lo  suikc  out  *^five  years'*  iu  ib» 
first  section  and  insert  iu  lica  thereof,  iu^o  yeirs^  nor  less  than  s^ix 
tnQnths,  They  aUo  recommQiid  to  ametid  the  2J  saci'mti  ot'&ald  btU 
in  reference  to  the  panifihmeut,  by  sir  iking  out  I  be  wordu  *'  iHrc^e 
years,"  aikd  insert  in  \mu  thereof  one  ycar^  nor  has  thanJ'txirtfionlJi$. 
Thti  committee  recommend  also  that  the  4tb  section  of  ibc  said 
bill  be  amended  by  adding  after  tho  word  '^oi)ence&^^  in  llio  3d  llni^ 
thereoi*,  mt'niumed  in  iht  fir^t  and  seoond  sectimts  of  this  acl^  and  by 
adding  at  tbe  ernt  of  tbo  ^aid  section  the  To  1 1  owing,  and  if^n^  colcired 
person  free  negrot  mtdatlOt  or  slave ^  sJmU  be  comkfed  of  the  ofence 
«r  ojemes  mentio?ied  in  tlic  'M  section  of  tJitJi  tictt  he  sfiml  be  deemed 
guilty  of  felon 'h  and  shall  be  punished  by  whipping  not  exceeding  on& 
laindted  Ict^kes,  afld  by  having  his  enrs  naiitd  to  pojits  tfmre  to  stand 
for  half  an  hour^  and  if  a  free  colored  persofi  he  or  sliC  ^kall  besides 
fmy  the  exp^iseiBf  ike  frosefiyUioih  <"*.  k^  ^old  to  aeryice/or  that  pur- 
pose. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  the  section  accompanying  this  report 
be  inserted  Ks  thp  3d  section,  and. that  the  3d  and  4th  sections  of  the 
bill  be  made  tiM  4tb  and  5th  sections. 

.  §.  L.  fiURRiTT,  Chairmaiw 
Sz0,'x  3,  Be  U  fifirOier  finacled,  That  if  xi^y  person  shall  wilAiJlv 
lind  maliciously  burn,  or  cause  to  be  burned,  or  aid,  assist  in,  counsel, 
ffooure  or  consent  lo,  the  burning,  or  shall  set  fire  to,  or  aid,  assisl 
iUf  couysel,  procure  or  consent  to,  the  setting  iire  to  wilh  intent  to 
burn,  aAyx^oUrt^boime,  jajl,.church,  meetiogJiouse,  college,  academy, 
er  other  building  erec^d  for  public  ase,.,or  in  wlich  State  or  county 
records,  or  other  public  property  isjawiuljy  and  publicly,  kept,  such 
person  shall  be  deemed  guiity  o^  felony j  and  shall  on  conviction  be 
f^unished,  b9^j$tan()ing  in  the  pillory  one  hour,  and  by  fine  not  exceed- 
fng  five  thousand  dollars,  nor  less  tham  one  thousand  dollars,  or  by 
mprisonineiiti,  not.  exceeding  tive  years,  nor  less  than  one  yc^r  at  the 
discretion  of  the  jury. 

Which  rdport  was  oopqun'ed  in,  the  amendmenld  ordered  to  be 
eo^rofseKl^  and  the  bill  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to»morrow. 

On  notion  of  JVfr.  Burriit,  Mr.  Avery  was  added  to  the  Committee 
on  Taxation  and  Revenue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  Mr.  Sanderson  was  added  to  the 
Committed  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 
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WsdhMoat,  January  5,  1848. 

'tht  Seniie  met  |niriua»i  to  adjminuneiit 

Rev.  Mn  Choice  offieiated  as  Ctapinia*. 

A  ifuoniiti  b^iog  present,  ofn  ttwiiim  of  Mr.  Tracej  ttie  r^fidiDg  of 
Oie  Journil  %Us' dispensed  with. 

Porsaaoi  i<$  f^tieti*  ilQitice,  Mt.  Watts  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en^ 
fhled.  An  kti  to  tfbitoge  ibe  ttltdie  of  tetiaia  persons  tbferein  named; 

Wfaioftt  #aS  read  the  first  tiine»  the  rule  waived,  r^aid  a  second  and 
third  dole  by  its  title,  itdd  ott  the  4ue#tion  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and 
Hays  were  i    «. 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Dutriit,  Fl6td,  Fairbanks, 
Larimer,  McMillao,  MeeeJeyi  Fri^St,  Sfiandersou,  8iittith,  Tabor;  Tra<: 
cey,  Watts-^14. 

Nays—Nont*. 

So  said  bat  ptfssecU^itle  is  stat^cf. 

Ordeied  tbat  the  ULttie  hd  6^rtified  t6  tbe  tidlaf^.    . 

The  IbUo^fing  was  ordered  to  be  spread  uf^oh  the  Journals  : 

The  Senator  frontf  Leoti,  m  ^otirfg  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  iii4 
Ml  pro^Hdfn^  for  ^  appropriati<Hi  of  payment  to'  the  Quarter  Mas- 
ter General,  and  for  Other  ptfrpos^'s,  protests  against  &ti  enactment 
of  llMt  9€iSd<ki  of  tire*  bill  wbitoh  provided  that  a  part  of  the  ro|unda 
of  the  capttol  ^11  be  used  fbr  the  safe-keeping  of  the  Public  Arms,* 
or  made  an  'A-rsenal  of.  The  Sistmtor  from  Leon  Would  view  with 
Bincen9  regret  the  mutilatlonrof  i^  capitol  of  the  State  for  any  pur- 
peaer  ii^fa^ver,  a»id  fi(ready  pfefer  votiilg  an  appropriation  for  the 
erectioR  of  an  ^rsenin  to  be  used  as  a  saCfe  depository  fot  the  Publid 

Mr.  Moseley,  froitf  t6e  CbmnSitfee'  cte  CJainiS  and  Accounts,  pre- 
sented the  following  report  t  . 

The  Com&iiltee  ott  ClaimiB  stad  Accounts,  to'whon^  i^as  reterred  st 
eomndfunication  from  the  Comptroller  relative  to  the  efpense  of  pub- 
lishing the  amtendments  to  the  Constitution,  adopted  Hi  the  Session  of 
fhe  General  Assembly  in  18^  and  1847,  beg  leave  fo  submit  the  fol- 
lowing REPOllT : 

That  in  the  discharge  of  theff  duty,  (fallecf  tft  the  Comptroller's 
office  for  information,  and  find  that  the  accounts  of 

J.-  Lv  Wyman,  for  Che  sUm  of         ^  #135,  Apalachicola, 

Jas.  M.  Gould,  ....  135,  St.  Augustine, 

Sibley  4c  Dyke,  .         *         .         .      100,  TaHahaasee, 

have  been  audited  and  ptiid  for  said  publication,  and  that  the  account 
of  Jam^s  A.  BaUghey,  for  publishing  the  same  amendments,  and  for 
the  same  time,  a's  rendered  by  him,  $217,  transnfitted  with  the  fob 
lowing  commfunication : 

PsiTSACOLa,  December  10,  1847. 
Hon.  JXvtKs  T.  Ajkcherv 

Dear  Sir : — I  herewith  encloi^e  to  you  my  account  against  th^ 
State  for  advertising  in  the  Florida  Democrat,  vrhich  you  will  oblige 
me  by  attending  to  forthwith,  ar  I  am  in  need  of  money.    I  know" 
26 
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ch«  State  is  rather  poor,  but  jou  know  also  that  publishiag  a  dema^ 
cratic  paper  in  this  Gibralter  of  Whiggeiy  Is  a  thankless  aiid  p^ifit-' 
less  business.  I  feel  confident,  therefore,  thai  yott  will  da  ail  jrou  <iaii 
to  assist  me  in  the  hotir  of  need. 

Respectfully,  ypctn^  dee. 

JAS.-A.  BAUGHEY^ 

After  <roitiparfhg  tile  ifeccfutft  <lf  But^hey  with  those  of  the  abore 
named  Printers,  they  find  that  BaugheyV  aedOunt  exceeds  that  of 
Sibley  dc  Dyke  fn'th^  sum  of  (117,  and  of  each  of  the  others  the 
sum  of  $82.  Your  committee  are  unable  to  discorer  any  veaaobr 
why  one  paper  should  receire  mo^  eompen^Mion  ibr  the  same  ser. 
ffce  than  another,  and  believing  that  the  accounts  paid  are  as  muell 
as  ought  to  be  allowed, 

Resolved  by  the  Genercd  Assembly,  That  the  Comptroller  is  hereby 
diiv3ctdd  to  allow  James  A.  ifisugfaey;  for  the  publication  of  the 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  at 
its  session  in  1846  and  1847,  the  sum  of  $100,  and  for  other  items 
the  sum  of  $35. 

To  all  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  aild  beg  t<$ 
be  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  thereof. 

W.  P.  MOSBLEY,  Chairman. 

Which  was  rfec^fved  alid  concurred  in,  and  the  resolution  therein 
contained,  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  fat  a  second  reading  to« 
morrow. 

Mr.  Avery,  from  a  Select  Committee,  prevented  the.fdlowing  re^ 
port : 

The  Select  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Senate  to  confer  with  a 
iimilar  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  respecting  the  disagree, 
ment  of  the  Senate  to  the  House  substitute  for  Senate  biU  entitled^ 
An  Act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  Common  Schools^  ask 
l^ave  to 

REPQRT: 

0pon  conferring^  ^^ith  the  House  Committee,  your  Committee 
found  it  impossible  to  reconcile*  the  various  points  of  difierence  be- 
tween  the  Senate  and  House  bills — >aDd  believing  that  it  would  be 
far  better  for  the  State  in  the  end,  to  have  no  School  bill  pass  the 
present  session,  thaA  the  one  substituted  for  the  Senate  bill,  recom- 
mend that  the  Senate  adhere  to  its  disagreement. 

Your  Committee  think  it  proper  to  make  a  few  comments  up* 
on  the  bill  substituted  by  the  House  for  the  Senate  bill — which 
comments  will  present  some  of  the  reasons  for  their  advising  to  adl 
here  to  the  disagreement. 

It  should  be  premised,  that  before  the  School  bill  bad  been  finally 
acted  upon- by  the  House,  a  bill  had  passed  the  Senate,  authorizing 
the  Register  of  Public  Lands  to  sell  the  sixteenth  sections,  and  pro- 
▼idtog  for  the  consolidation  of  the  School  Fund — and  also  for  having 
it  so  invested  as  to  draw  interest,  payable  annually,  which  intereS 
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wnBy  by  the  Senate  School  bill,  to  be  distributed  among  the  children 
oTjthe  State  eqtuMy* 

Bj  section  first  ^the  Houte^biH,  the  State  ef  Fletida  gives  her 
consent,  and  directs  the  sale  of  section  sncteen  heretofore  located^  or 
which  may  be  hereafter  located  in  each  and  every  te>wttship  in  the 
State.  Provided  attbays^  says  section  2d,  that  the  proceeds  of  said 
lands  when-sold,  shall  be  disbursed,  expended  and  applied,  for  the 
use  of  ihtirihaJfUtmt*  of  the  Unontikpfor  whick  ihe  s«me  vsob  seieete^ 

By  eection  3d,  it  is  -also  provided,  that  sales  shall  be  .made  of  the 
sixteenth  sections,  upon  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  towtt. 
ship  and.  fractional  township  within  said  county,  given  in  the  man* 
'^er  expressed  in  section  8th,  to  wit:  The  qualified  electors  whe 
«hall  vote  for  Commissioners,  shall  be  desired  to  state,  1st,  of  wkmi 
townsMp  f  in  the  county  such  voter  is  an  inhabitant.  3d,  whether  «r 
not  such  voter  desires  the  sale  of  the  sixteenth  section  in  his  town- 
ship ?  The  section  then  provides,  that  the  Commissioners  of  Com* 
mon  Schools  for  the  county,  (who  are  to  be  senen  in  number,)  shall, 
by  vote,  declare  whether  or  no  t^jf,{the  Oommiasioners,)  desire 
the  sale  of  the  said  sixteenth  sections  or  fractional  sections,  dec. 

Tour  Committee  woqld  4»ere  refer  the  Senate  to  the  report  made 
by  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Senate  upon  the  Senate  bill  entitle^. 
An  act  to  provide  h\  the  sale  of  the  sixteenth  sections  granted -by 
Congress  to  the  State  for  the  support  of  Public  Schools,  and  for  con- 
solidating the  School  Fund,  which  report  contains  the  law  under 
which  the  State  holds  the  sixteenth  sections,  and  also  facts  relating 
to  them,  showing  the  absurdity  and  injustice  of  limiting  the  benefits 
4o  be  derived  from  the  sixteenth  sections,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
townships  in  which  the  sixteenths  are  situated.  Those  who  propoee 
the  House  method  of  disposing  of  the  Sebooi  lands,  deny  the  right  of 
the  State  to  sell,  and  consolidate  the  fund  derived  from  the  sale.  But 
your  Committee  wotild  ask-^If  the  State  cannot  sell  the  sixteenth 
sections,  how  can  she  empower  seven  men  in  each  county  to  sell  ? 
as  is  provided  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  House  bill — for  it  will  ba 
seen,  upon  examination  of  that  section,  thaty  although  the  voters  are 
required  to  state  whether  they  do  or  do  not  desire  the  sale  of  the 
sixteenth  sections,  yet  the  Commissioners  may  decide  as  to  the  sale, 
without  reference  to  the  wishes  of  the  voters. 

Section  4fh  ofthe  House  bill  says :  Seven  Commissioners  of  Com- 
mon Schools  shall  be  elected  in  each  county-«-oach  Commissioner 
to  be  taken  from  different  townships,  &G. 

Your  Committee  would  ask,  who  will  take  the  initiatife  in  this 
matter  T  Who  would  probably  be  at  the  trouble  and  •expense  of  as- 
certaining the  township  lines,  in  order  to  know  with  certainty  whe* 
ther  or  not  those  who  were  to  be  appointed  Commissioners  liifed  in 
diflerent  townships? — for  be  it  remembered,  that  a»  it  is  required 
they  should  be  'taken  from  different  townships,  no  act  of  theirs  cam 
be  valid  unless  they  are  so  taken.  And  be  it  also  remembered,  that 
^he  disposition  which  this  bill  makes  of  the  sixteenth  sections,  debars 
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RM^AJ  of  our  cities  and  villages  from  anj  participation  in  the  fund^-t 
nvAmUcf  tiiem  ffoBi  their  proper  propoition-^aqd  therefore  the  in, 
habitaals  of  villages  aad  cities  caoiiot  be  expected  tp  ej^ert  ihea^t 
fehres  jn  ^hia  noatter* 

These  (^of^iqiissieDers^  moreover,  miM<  be  intelligent,  zealous,  inde* 
latigalble  ^^n,  ft>r  they  not  only  receive  nothing  for  th^r  time,  ex<, 
^ttse  and  tr^Suble,  but  by  sec.  ^5th,  they  are  liable  to  indictment 
^nd  fin0,  if  ^hey  do  not  perform  the  fpllowing  duties,  to  wit : 

7ake  oaro  of  the  Sobocd  liHiMis,  and  lease  the  same.  Collect 
^e  rebts,  preserve  the  SMioal  {^ands  firofn  wiute  apd  damage-? 
^these  Senool  Lands,  it  will  be  repolWcted,  ^re  relocated  in  maqy 
^ases,  in  distant  counties.)  Jtfeet  at  the  Court  House  at  least  once 
JB  three,  months.  Keep  a  record  <^the  pro^^eedingf  of  each  meet? 
log.  Act  as  School  Inspectorsrs-eiKaBMlie  ^d  liceaie  Teachers. 
Jiake  annpal  re4>orl8  to  the  State  Treasurer  of  the  proceeds  of 
^  School  I^Midsi  and  all  their  t^nsactions  relative  thereto-^ 
^di  township  account  to  be  kept  pepar^te-ie-^sot^  of  the  counties 
bave  from  50  I9 100  townships.)  |f  the  sixtoenths  ^re  sold,  they  are 
to  attend  to  the  skile.  If  default  is  made  in  any  payment,  (whicl^ 
are  to  be  made  pn  time,)  they  are  to  see  that  the  s^nu  previously 
paid  are  forfeited,  apd  the  lands  resold^  To  er^d  schooL  houses^ 
and  assess  a  *1M  for  building  the  fame,  and  for  purchasing  schoel 
hoose  lot.  To  assess  a  tax  o^  t^  v^J^abiUiati  of  the  (xmnty,  at  thek^ 
fKferetm,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  wages  of  the  teachers,  6cc. 

These  duties  must  bo  performed  d^  the  Commissioners  when  once 
plectedr— no  matter  whether  they  are  elected  by  friends  or  enemiea 
t^hy  three,  sU  or  a  hupdred  votersr-they  are  not  ^owed  to  resign^ 
'9r  to  fdead  inability^ 

These  Covnmiss^^rs  wh«^  Qho^n,  whether  by  one,  two,  three^ 
pr  a  himcU^  yoters,  are  by  seetion  29d,  empowered  npt  only  ^  ti| 
.t^tdr  diicreHon^  <a  vote  e  (ax  upou  persons  and  prop^ly^^'  but  "  to  en- 
foree  the  c^^k(Uwn  of  i^e  Hunte  ^m4^  s%u;h  ryles  and  regulations  <tt 
they  may  pres^rih.  No  bond  is  re<)uired  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  duties — no  security  is  to  be  given  that  tbey  will  not,  after 
levying  and  collecting  the  t|^x,  ^^  in  their  cltscretion,^'  apply  the  pro- 
feeds  tp  (h^lr  own  use, 

It  is  iivfi  by  section  26ith,  **  ^ny  of  the  oCfyxn  enumerated  in  the 
act,  wUfulfy  misappropriating,  or  applying  any  of  the  funds  to  his^ 
^wnoaa^is  li«^ble  to  be  indited.  But  your  Committee  think  he 
who  .would  appropriate  the  School  Fund  tp  his  own  use,  weuld 
doubtless  place  himself  beypnd^l  he  r^ach  of  an  indictment. 

In  eonclusiom  your  Committee  cannot  but  express  their  regret 
that  the  bill  ''providing  for  the  establishment  of  Common  Schools*? 
which  was  passed  by  the  Senate  without  a  dissenting  voice,  did  noi 
treceive  the  isanctioo  of  the  House — for  by  it  an  equal  and  unifom^ 
system  would  bave  boen  established,  simple  in  its  organization,  ye| 
as  your  Committee  think  perfectly  practicable,  and  with  the  meana  ^ 
tprovided  by  the  Senate  bill  for  "  selling  the  sixteenth  sectionsy  and 
consolidating  the  School  Fund,"  (which  bill  was  also  lost  in  the 
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liouie,)  WmiM  ^%fe  M|itt>M  the  Stt|te  i»  4iifmm  «!»•  ^Iiiiiiiii  of 
/education  with  an  impartial  band. 

All  of  irbijck  {•  pnfM90^]\f  m^mf^^, 

O.  M.  AVERY,  Cbainww, 
f.  ?.  SANDERSON, 
G.  n.  FAIRBANKS, 
S.  I,.  BUBRITT. 
Mr.  Areiy,  firom  the  Oomniiltfiit  pQ  SchooU  9nd  Colleget,  mado 
ihe  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges,  to  whom  was  re(erre4 
the  preamble  and  resolutions  asking  Congress,  4ko.^  ask  leave  to  re« 
port  the  tame  without  aniendmoflt. 

O.  M.  AVERY,  Cbainnan.    . 
Mr.  Sandemon,  from  a  Joint  Select  Oom«kilttee,  preaented  the  ioU 
lowing  report :  '  • 

The  Joint  Coronyitlee  appointed  by  the  Qeneral  Assembly  to  ei, 
limine  the  Comptroller's  ofi)ce,  in  pursuance  of  section  nine  of  the 
act  organizing  said  ofifce,  approved  July  94,  1845| 

REPORT: 
That  they  have  examined  the  conditi<m  of  said  office,  ^tfd  alUip 
^oe  investigation  into  the  proceedings  of  the  said  office,  fiml  that  the 
Pon^ptroller  has  discharged  bis  duties  strictly  according  to  law, 

J.  P.  SANDERSON, 
Obairman  of  Senate  Committee, 
O.  M.  AVERY, 
6.  R.  FAIRBANKS, 
A,  K*  ALUSON, 
Cbairn>an  House  Committee. 
Which  was  received  and  ooneurred  in. 
Also  the  following : 

The  Joint  Con^nvittee  appoMed  by  the  two  Houses  of  tbe  General 
Assembly  to  examine  the  office  of  the  Treasorer  in  pursuance  of 
section  6,  9,  10,  and  U,  of  tbe  net  to  oi^anise  svth  office,  and  ap« 
proved  July  29,  184^ 

REPORT; 

That  they  ba^  ei^amined  tbe  accounts  and  vouchers  relating  to  al) 
monies  received  into  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  during  tbe  Hsca) 
^ear  ending  Sthb  Kovember,  and  we  vepert  (bat  the  amount  of  monies 
received  into  the  Treasury  for  sUeh  year  is  tbe  sum  of  #45,8$7  60, 
and  tbe  amount  paid  but  on  Treasury  certificates  during  stfch  year 
was  tbe  sum  of  947,331  40. 

That  the  amonnt  in  tbe  Treasury  on  the  lit  day  of  Noterobei, 
'  1846,  was  the  sum  of  95»72d  90,  and  the  balance  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer  on  tbe  1st  day  of  November,  lS4t,  wits  the 
sum  of  #3  J55  10. 

That  we  have  compared  the  warrants  dra^n  by  the  ComptmUer 
pn  the  Treasury  during^said  year  with  the  several  laws  onder  wltidi 
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^e  wne  parperted  ie  be  drawn  and  certify  that  tke  Coinpt,nHbr  bi^ 
power  to  draw  such  warrantg. 

We  further  certify  that  the  duties  of  said  office  haye  beei^  iM^rfprai- 
/ed  .whb  care,  diligence  and  fidelity. 

J.  P.  SANDERSON, 

Chairman  Senate  Con. 
O.  M.  AVERY. 
G,  B.  FAIBBAN?:S, 
A.  K.  ALWSQN, 

Chairn^tn  IJousid  £7on). 
Which  was  reeeived  and  concurred  in» 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  account  of  Jas.  C  JobQStpn,  Justice  of 
4be  Peace,  for  certain  serrices  rendered  to  the  State. 

Which  was  referred  to  the  oomtnittee  on  Claims  and  Accounts. 
The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  allow  the  privt^ 
-lege  of  bail  in  certain  oases,  as  passed  by  the  Qoose  without  amend- 
<nent. 

Ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  exempt  the  in- 
iiabitants  of  Amelia  Island,  in  the  iBounty  of  Nassau,  from  working 
4m  the  roads  on  the  main  land  in  said  county,  as  iiassed  by  the  House 
.without  amendment. 
Ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  organize  the 
{Office  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  of  the  State  of  Florida,  as 
passed  by  the  Senate  witheut  amendment ; 
Ordered  to  be  enroUed. 

■The  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read : 
House  of  Rbpjusbntatitbs,  Jan.  4,  1846. 
HonoraUe  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sn  : — The  House  has  receded  from  its  disagreement  to  Senate's 
amendments  to  Hoose  bill  entitled,  «>  An  act  making  appropriation  ^r 
4)»e  payment  of  the  printii^g  and  binding  of  Thompson's  0igest  and 
j^nally  disposing  thereof,"  and  has  concurred  in  sakl  aipendments. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 
.     Also  the  following  s 

Hoi7i«  Of*  Repsesektativbs,  Jan. :},  1848. 
ficmpTcMe  Presifie^t  qf  tj^  Senate : 

Six:-:-I  an)  in«truc(^  tp  inform  the  Senate  th%t  tbe  action  of  the 
House  upon  Senate  amendments  to  Hou^  bill  entitled,  <<  An  act  to 
jaake  valid  the  proceedings  of  sundry  persons  commissioned  as  Justi. 
xes  of  the  peace  of  this  State,"  waA  as  fdlows": 

The  House  concurred  in  the  araendnri^nts  except  as  to  the  firq^ 

viz :  "  Strike  out  the  preamble  and  the  Wrd  therefore  in  the  fir^ 

Jine  ef  the  enactiq^  clause."     Which  was  not  concurred  in.     In  4th 

j9^0Lon  stfULO  out  19  the  ^th  liim  ^e  wprds  **  duly  elected,"  and  Inse^* 
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**  who  TeceiteJ  the  Wgi»ll  ttomber  of  miemJ*^    In  triikk  dftuigeMfae 
ooucorretice  of  tke  Soaale  U  request^. 

Very  Respoeifully, 

W^  B.  LANCASTER, 
eierkHo.Bep. 

The  Senate  insisted  upon  (heir  atnendroent.* 

The  fi^IowiDg  cotnnninicttion  was  transmitted'  fo  Hiir  Excellencj 
the  Governor : 

Senate  Chaxbbb,  Jan.  5,  1848. 
To  Jus  Excellency  the  Gweh^&f  of  Plariia  .* 

Sib  7— The  following  nominations  ma<)e  by  your  Excellency  hare 
l>een  advised  and  consented  to  by  th^*  Senate,  viz : 

Perry  G.  Wall,  Judge  of  Probates  for  the  County  of  Benton. 

Charles  S.  Tomlinson,  Benjamin  Ellison,  Wm.  G.  Porter,  James 
L.  Barber,  and  William  A.  Kain,  Commissioners  of  Pilotage  for  the 
harW  and  waters  of  Apalachlcola  Bay. 

A.  M.  Hobby,  Port  Warden  for  the  port  of  St.  Marks. 

Hanson  Kelly,  Sr.,  John  Campbell,  Rpb't.  A.  Mitchell,  William 
J.  Keyser,  H.  F.  Ingraham,  and  John  Jelrison,  Jr.,  Port  Wardens 
for  the  port  of  Pensacola. 

Aaron  Smith,  Auctioneer  for  the'  County  of  Levy. 

Michael  Usina  and  Francis  P.  Ferfelra^  Auctioneenr  for  St.  Johns 
County. 

R.  H.  Berry,  Auctioneer  for  the  County  of  Leoh. 

Mathe\y  Knight,  Thomas  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Wilson,  d^nd  Chas. 
ibewaal.  Auctioneers  for  the  County  of  Duval. 

Geo.  G.  Fattison,  C.  P.  Knapp,  W.  B.  Davis,  J.  G.  Michalloffiki, 
D.  Davidson,  Geo.  \^.  Barkley,  Aletander  McVoy,  Francis  de  la 
ftua,  B.  F.  Magee,  Bithali  G.  Bell,  James  Godzalez,  Joseph  QufgL 
les,  Auctioneers  for  the  County  of  Escambia. 

Emanual  Forham,  (of  Milton,)  Auctioneer  for  the  Cotmty  of  San- 
ta Rosa. 

Stephen  D.  Fernandez,  Arthur  M.  Reed,  Thomas  Holmes,  Chas. 
Willey,  and  John  Middleton,  Port  Wardens  for  th6  Port  Of  Jackson- 
ville, Duval  County. 

Charles  A.  Ndish,  as  Weigher  of  Cotton  for  the  county  of  Leon* 

Benjamin  J.  Hagler,  as  Auctioneer  for  the  county  of  Hiltsbidurough. 

Hugh  Archer,  as  Auctioneer  for  the  county  of  Leon. 

Alexander  Patterson,  fedwin  A.  Falker,  Wm.  H.  Wail,  Wm. 
Curry,  Hiram  Benner,  James  Filor,  W.  H.  Von  Pfister,  K  J.  Fon- 
^ane,  R.  D.  Fontane,  as  Auctioneers  fot  the  county  of  Monroe. 

Benjamin  Sawyer,  G.  L.  Bowne,  P.  J.  Fontane,  and  Frederick 
Filor,  as  Commissioners  of  Pilotage  for  the  county  of  Mottro^. 

Levi  Lee,  Stephen  S.  Smith,  and  William  Deeit,  as  Auctioneers  for 
the  county  of  Hamilton. 

L.  W.  Spratt,  as  Judge  of  Probate,  and  P^  W.  Cullen  and  Nathan 
Baker,  as  Auctioneers  for  the  county  of  Franklin. 

John  D.  SheldoA,  as  Au^lioneer  for  the  county  of  Orange ;  and 
William  B.  Davis,  as  Auctioneer  for  the  county  of  St.  Lucie. 
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A.  G.  MUtoiv  OMk  W.  Cole,  JTn  Alex«  BiMJhhH,  Jolm  W.  Kii^ 
John  W.  Low,  Moses  Ed waidi,  as  AtactaoBftMt  for  Ikn  cooo^  of  Co-i 
liimbia* 

Win.  B.  Andrews,  John  Wooten  and  L.  B.  Barber,,  as  Auctio»r 
eem  for  tke  eouotj  of  Jefierfeon. 

Verj  Resp^MIy,' 

C.  W.  BOWNINtf, 

Stettmy  Senate;- 

ORDERS  OP  TBE  DMft^ 

£ftgressed  Ml  entitled.  An  act  regojatiog  Ae  fees  6f  Noftriira  iNib..- 
lic  in  tke  State  of  Florida, 

Wa»  read  the  tbM  tbne^  and  on  tbe  questiotr  of  its  passage,  the 
jeas  8nd  najs  v^ettfi 

Tesn^-i^Mr.  President^  Messrs*  Avery,  AuMin,  BurfiCP,  ("loyd,  Lor!« 
merr  McMillan,  Meseley,  Priest,  Saadersott^  Traeey,  Waits^l!^ 

Nnyv-^Nonetf 

Set  said  bill  paBssedSr    Title  as  stated< 

Ordered  thsit  the  sanne  be  certified  to  tte'  Ilfouse. 

Engrossed  bHi  enlitiied.  An  act  to  ascenaiAP  the  numW  of  white 
chilchre*  between  t&e  SEges  of  6  and  18  yeai^  antf  to  obHm  informa-* 
tion  respecting  the  cotRinon  school  lands^ 

Wat  read  the  thiird  thtte. 

Mr.  Arery  oftred  the  foHowing  amendment  f 

Sbc.  5.  B€U  further  etioctedy  That  the  tax  a8se8iM>r  and' collector, 
upon  entering  opon  the  duties  herein  assig^ied  him,  shall  take  and 
subscribe'  av  9atk  befi>re  some  Judicial  oflfcer,  faithfully  to  perform 
Mie  duties  recj^red  by  thit  act^  and  on  &tlure  to  peHbrm-*  sa'id  dbtiei^ 
shall  be  liable  to  inKnctment  for  a  misdemeatior  and  fined  m  a  snitf 
not  lesrihao  teu  nor  more  thav  fifly  dollars^  at  the  disOrefion  of  die 
Cpurt^ 

Which  waa  unanimously  adopted* 

(kt  the  question  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the'yelas^  atid'nays  Were  > 

Yeas— »Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Fairbanks,^ 
Lorimer,  McMillan^  Moseley,  Friest,  Sanderson^  Smithy  Tabor^ 
Trace/,  Watta— 14. 

Nays^-*None. 

So  tbe  bill  passed.  Title  as  stated.  OVdere J  that  tlib  same  ber 
certified  to  the  House. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled.  An  act 
amendatory  of  the  criminal  laws  now  in  force  in  this  Slate,  approre<f 
January  6-,  1&47, 

Was  read  a  third  time,  and  on^  tho  question  of  its  passage  the  year 
and  nays  were  :• 

Yeas — iVf  r.  President,  Messrs.  Burrkt,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest^ 
Sanderson,  Waits*-?. 

Nays — Messrs.  Avery,  Aiistin,  Floyd,  Lorimer,  Smith,  Tabor,- 
Tracey— 7. 
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So  laid  biU  WW  b^U    Ordered  Om^  the  Of^e  Urn  OMified  Ito  dm 


House  bill  entitled^  Aa  act  to  alter  the  crunioal  laws  of  thia.Stafe  -, 
in  relation  to  burning  of  woods, 

Was  read  the  first  time  aod4>rd6red  for  a  secmd  reading  Uhmai^ 
row. 

Hoaae  bill  entitled.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wt  J*  Armstead^     ; 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims  ,, 
and  Aec<Hint|i  with  inslructions  to  report  thereon  thi^  evening.        ,  ^ 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  R.  A.  Shipe,  .      ,     .  ^ 

Was  read  the  second  time  and  relerjred  to  the  committee  ^m  lutein 
nal  fmprovement,  ^      .     i: 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  providing  compensations  to.  be.paid  tp 
L.  A.  Thompeon  for  preparing  a  Digest  of  the  laws  of  Florida,  was  ' 
read  a  second  time  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  ^  , 
Messrs.  Lorimer,  Fairbanks,  Averj,  Sanderson  and  Bgrrilt. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  jtfae  .criminal  laws  now 
in  force  in  this  State,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of 
its  passage,  the  yeas  and  najs  were  3 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Fairbanks, 
Floyd,  Lorimer,  McMillan^  Mosely,  Priest,  Sandenoni  SoMthi  Taboiv 
Tracey— 14. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  ibr  the  relief  of  the  Trustees  of  towni 
ship  1,  range  1,  South  and  East  in  the  county  of  Leon,  was  read  tbr 
third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  1 

Yeas — Messrs.  Austin  and  Lorimer — 2.  '     ,^ 

Nays— Mr*  President^  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt»  Fairbaafcsi  Floy4# 
McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey — 12. 

So  said  bill  was  lost«  Ordered^  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the^ 
House. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  relative  to  Judges  of  Probate,  County 
Commissioners,  and  Sheriffi^ 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, . 
with  instructions  to  report  thereon  this  evening. 

House  Preamble  and  Resolution  asking  Ci>ngress  Co  provide  lands 
ibr  the  inhabitants  of  certain  townships  for  the  support  of  public 
schools, 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  to  postpone  until  to-morrow.  # 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  ibr  by  Messirflu  Lorimer : 
and  Burritt,  and  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Mefsrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Fairbanks, 
Floyd,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey,  Walta 
—13. 

Nay — Mr.  Lorimer— 1. 

So  the  resolutions  were  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
37 
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Mr.  Fairbanks,  (torn  Ae  eomminee  on  Enrolled  Qltb,  reported  httl^ 
entitled,  An  act  to  encourage  and  facilUote  Internal  Imprpvenients, 
aikl  to  auihoHi^  iHid  regelate  paHneirshlps  for  that  purposev  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled.  ... 
-Rinse  bill  entitled,  An  act  for  tke  relief  of  settler*  npon  pebHt 
lands,  and  to  grant  pre.emption  rights  in  certain  cases,  " 

Was  read  ft  second  tiine,  and  ordered  for  a  Aiird  reading*  to-mpr- 

House  kill  entitled;  An  act  to  regolate  tke  time  of  holding  tke  Cir- 
eoit  Courts  in  the  Middle  Ciretfit, 

Was  r^f&i  ft  secMid  time,  the  rule  Mrai^edi,  read  a  thiVd  lime  bj  its 
title,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  jeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs*  Avery,  Austin,  Burntt,  Fairbanks^ 
Floyd,  Lorimer,  MeMillan,  Moseley,  Prieet,  Bttndersoni  Tabor,  Tra-  * 
eey,  Watts— 14. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Oitfered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  define  the  term  for  which  Cotmtj 
Coron^ssioners  shall  held  their  office, 

Wae  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee.. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  establish*  the  office 
ef  Register  of  Public  Lands  for  the  State  of  Florida, 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  orderetf  for  a  thnrd  reading  to-mor- 
fow. 

Hotise  resolotions  in  relation  to  Internal  Tmprevements, 

Were  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Austin  moved  that  the  rule  be  waived,  and  said  resolotione 
read  a  second  time  by  title. 

Which  was  lost,  and  the  said  resolutions  ordered  for  a  second  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

House  preamble  andreselutienein  regard  to  tke  existing  war  witb 
Mexico, 

Were  r^ad  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  rejected. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Fairbanks 
and  Floyd,  and  were  : 

Yeas-^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  LorinDOr,. 
McMillan,  Moseley,  Sanderson, ^Tracey,  W,att8 — H). 

Nays — Messrs.  Fairbanks;  Floyd,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor — 5. 

So  the  resolutions  were  rejected. 

Ordered  that  the  same  bo  certified  to  the  House. 

House  resolotions  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  United  Statee 
Land  Office  from  Newnansville  to  Ocala, 

Were  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  and  third 
time  and  passed. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  require  the  County  Commissionere 
in  the  several  Counties  of  this  State  to  examine  and  allow  accounts 
of  Clerks  and  Sheri^  against  the  Stote, 
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Wu  read  tbo  first  time,  the  rule  waired,  read  the  second  time  hy 
it!  title,  and  indefiQil»ljr  potttpeaed^, 

Mi:..  Fliirhaqkf,  froai  the  Committee  oq  Enrolled  Billt,  reported 
resolution  in  relation  to  Territory  which  majr  be  acquired  by  (he 
.  edited  States,  as  eorreeiJy  enrolled. 

On  0Mtion«  the  Senate  toek  a  recess  until  3  o'ch>ck« 


3  o'clock,  p.  h. 

The  Allowing  communication  was  transmitted  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor: 

?  ScNATte  Chahbbs,  Jan.  5,  1848. 

To  hU  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida  : 

Sir;  I. have  ihe  honor  herewith  to  transmit  for  your  approve]. 
Resolutions   relative  to   territory  which  ^  may  be  acquired  by  tb^ 
JJnited  States;  .   . 

Also,  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  enconrage  and  facilitate  Internal  Im- 
prevements,  and  to  agtborfze  and  regulate  partnerships  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  sign- 
ed by  the  presiding  officers  thereof.     By  order  of  the  Senate. 
Very  respcclfutty,  C.  W.  DOWNING, 

Secretary  Senate. 

The  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read. 
House  of  Representatives,  Jan.  5,  1848. 
Honorable  President  of  Ihe  Senate : 

Sik:  The  House  has  concurred  in  Senate  amendments,  to  House 
bill  entitled,  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
an  act  to  establish  a  tariff  of  fees,  approved  Feb.  15,  1831,  and 
which  was  approved  Dec.  27tb,  1845. 

Very  respectttilly,  W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 

House  Preamble  and  Resolutions  requesting  our  members  in  Con- 
jmss  to  procure  the  passage  o(  an  act  to  graduate  the  price  of  the 
Public  Lands  in  this  State, 

Were  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  and 
third  time,  .and  passed. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  proyide  for  the  location  of  the 
fcounty  site  of  Calhoun  county. 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  and  third 
time  by .  its  title,  and  oh  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Coslin,  Floyd,  5fc- 
Millan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Tracey,  Walls — 10, 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bil)  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  resolutions  requesting  the  Senators  find  Representative  of 
Florida  in  Congress,  to  procure  copies  of  all  the  surveys  and  reports 
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V  ttiade  thereon,  oTcMiai  And  rail  road  rbutet  In  Florida,  by  the  (Jni. 
ted  States  Goveroment,  for  the  ute  «f  this  State, 

Were  read  the  first  time,  the  role  wnived,  read  a  seeond  and  third 
time  bj  title,  and  parsed. 

House  Resolutions  in  regard  to  lands  which  hare  rererted  back 
to  the  General  Goveroment,  under  the  armed  occupation  act,  and  In 
regard  to  the  eight  sections  of  land  granted  to  Florida  for  the  fixing 
of  a  seat  of  government, 

Were  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  and  third 
time  by  title,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Meseley,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Acconnts,  pre. 
sented  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled,  *'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  R.  A.  Shine  and  Jo. 
seph  A.  Edmondson,"  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
ask  leave  to  REPORT: 

That  they  recommend  the  'passage  of  the  bill,  with  the  additional 
sectiuu  accompanying  the  report.  They  also  recommend  to  add,  at 
the  end  of  the  title  to  said  bill,  the  words,  and  for  other  purposes* 

W.  P.  MOSELEY,  Chairmaa. 

Which  was  received^  the  bill  therein  reported  read  a  secpnd  time, 
as  athended,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  third  time  by  its  title,  and  on  the 
question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nay«  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Burrilt^  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Lori. 
mer,  McMillan,  Moselcy,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Tracey — 11. 

Nays— Messrs.  Floyd,  Tabor,  Watts— 3. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  amended. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Moscley,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,,  pre- 
sented (he  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  have  had  under  their 
consideration  the  claim  of  Jas.  C.  Johnston,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  Jefferson  County,  and  including  an  account  of  Hermon  Utgh, 
Constable,  for  services  rendered  the  case  of  the  State  vs.  Cato,  a 
alave,  who  was  indicted  for  an  assault  and  battery,  with  intent  to  kill, 
knd  recommend  the  following  bill. 

W,  P.  MOSELEY,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received,  and  the  bill  reported  therein  read  the  firtt 
time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  and  third  time  by  its  title,  and 
on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  aod  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Fairbanks,  Lorimer, 
McMillan,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor,  Watts— 10. 

Nays — Messrs.  Floyd  and  Tracey — 2. 

So  the  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the^  House. 

Mr.  Mnseley,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  pre- 
sented the  following  repoi  t. 

/thq  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  to  whom  wai  referred  % 
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.  biRto  be  eiiHtted^  An  act  for  tfa«  mlief  of  Wnu  J.  Amli(bMl,]^have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  Feport : 

.  That,  In.tlMabieine  of  anj  eridence  in  support  of  said  ctaim,  your 
committed  believe  that  all  necessary  aotho^ity  is  vested  in  the  Board 
of  County  CodnnitsJoDers  for  all  proper  relief  in  cases  of  impkbper 
taxation,  and  do  not  therefore  deera  any  legislaiion  either  necessaiy 
or  proper,  and  ask  Id  be  discharged  from  furtittr  oonsfderatim  of 
said  bill. 

W.  P.  MOSELEY,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  the  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported 
the  folio vi^  bUJe  as eorrectly' enrolled,  viz  : 

Bill  entitled.  An  act  to  allow  the  privilege  of  bail  in  ctrtaib  case  I ; 

BiU  entitled.  An  act  to  define  and  settle  Ibe  boundary  between  the 
States  of  Florida  and  Alabama ; 

Bill  entitled.  An  act  to  exempt  tba  inhabifetiiis  of  Amelia  Islnad  in 
the  working  on  the  roads  on  the  main  land  in  said  county. 

The  rule  being  \vatved,  Mr.  Lorimar,  lirora  a  Select  Committee, 
presented  the  following  report : 

The  delect  Comroitlee  to  whom  was  reforredf  a  bill  entitled,  An 
act  providing  compensation  to  be  paid  to  L.  A.  Thompson,  for  pre* 
paring  a  Digest  of  the  laws  of  Florida,  have  had  the  same  under  con* 
sideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report  favorably  thereon,  and  recommend 
the  passage  of  tbe  same. 

JAMES  H.  T.  LORIMER,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  the  bill  (herein  reported  read  a  second 
time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  following  message  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  was 
received  and  read ; 

ExBcpxivB  Department,  Jan,  5,  1848. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives : 

I  respectfully  ask  your  advice  and  consent  to  the  following  nomina* 
tioo,  viz : 

Hepry  C.  Wilson,  as  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Alachua. 

Very,  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

The  nomination  therein  contained  was  advised  and  consented  to 
by  the  Senate. 

Also  the  following : 

Executive  Depabtmext,  January  5,  1843. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  respectfully  solicit  your  advice  and  consent  to  the  following  nom* 
!  nation : 

R.  S.  Dickson,  as  Auctioneer  lor  the  county  of  Jackson. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

The  nomination  therein  contained  was  advised  and  consented  to 
by  the  Senate, 
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Tbe  Mkiwlfig^  comlMuiiicfttite  wlW'thUMniitted  («f  bk  BtfoelbMy 
the  Governor : 

Bbnats  CHAXBSBt  Jaouary  5»  1848. 
'"Ih<ki9  Excdhiiey  <Jbe  €Memor  of  Florida  / 

^Im  I — 'The  ibIlowiDg  nomtoaitotat  made  bj  your  EziceUeiicjy  liATe 
yii^en  cdrMed  and  conseiiCed  to  by  tke  Senate,  viz: 
'     li&niy  G»  WHaao,  as  Judge  of  Probate  for  Ike  couhty  of  Alacbim.  ^ 
R.  S.  Dickson,  as  Auctioneer  for  the  county  of  Jackson^ 

Very  Respectful  I V, 

C.  W.  DOWNING, 

Sec.  Scimte. 
House  Resolutions  reiatnre  to  the  payment  of  Capt.  Wm.  H. 
Payne's  company, 

Were  read  the  first  ttmet  the  nde  waived,  read  a  aecoiid  and  (bird 
time  and  passed, 

'     Mr.  Burrhty  front  tiM  Judiclarjr  Cocmnitteey  preJ^nted  the  follow- 
ing  report: 

The  Committee  on  Ae  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
from  the  House  ofRepresentatives  entitled,  An  act  relative  to  Jndges 
<<of  Probate,  County  Commbmnera  and  Sberifl^  ask  leave  16 

HEPORT: 

That  they  have  bad  the  same  under  coifsideratiob,  and  that  they 

-recommend  that  the  words,  "  interhipt  tKeir  business  or,"  in  the 

"first  section  of  the  bill,  be  stricken  out.     They  also  recommend  thai 

the  third  section  be  amended,  by  adding  afler  the  word  •*  that,'*  ih 

the  first  line  thereof,  the  words  ''  from  and  afler  the  passage  of  this 

act«"     And  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  herein. 

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman: 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  !n,  and  the  bill  therein  report. 
«(1  read  a  second  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  third  time  by  title, 
and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin, 
Fairbanks,  Lorimer,  MdVf  illan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Tracey, 
Watts— 1.*!. 

Nays^ — ^Nohe. 

So  the  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered,  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

The  rule  being  waived,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracey,  the  vote  had 
<m  House  bill  entitled.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  E.  D.  House,  Sheriff 
of  Marion  county,  was  reconsidered,  and  said  bill  referred,  by  a 
tinanimous  vote,  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts. 

The  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read : 
HousB  OF  Repscsentjltivbs,  January  4th,  1848. 
MonoraUe  President  of  the  Senate : 

^iR  : — The  House  nas  indefinitely  postponed  Senate  bills  entitled^ 
An  act  to  amend  the  act  prescribing  Solicitor's  fees — and,  An  act  in 
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additkn  loaiabt  i<tt«lif6.to^teliwi»  i«  tbis13lk(e»p«md  Dteei^^flb/ 
1945^  Verj  Respectfully, 

Wi.  B-  LANCASTER, 
OletkHtfuM-oCR^prMenUtives*!     • 
Howe  bill  entitledy  An  act  ibr  the  relief  of  Daniel  McRaneyaud-^ 
AKredA.FieHerr 

Was  read  the  firtt  time,  therale  waived^  read  a  defend daiebj  its  ! 
title;  and  referred  to  tb^  coromKtee^q  Claims  and  Acoeunts^ 
.    On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracej,  Mr.  Sanderson  was  added  to  ike*  cocn«  - 
mlltee  on  Claims  aqd  Aocoonta^ 

The  following  commonioatioawM'tnuHmitted  to  hh  Excellency  * 
the  GoYeraor  of  Florida : 

Seitatr  CffAifBi^' Januafy  5,  1848. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida  : 

Sib: — I  herewith  trai^mit,  for  jour  approval,  the  following  bills, 
passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  signed  by 
the  presiding  officers  thereoC  f  iz :, 
Bill  entitled,  An  act  to  allow  the  privilei^  of  bail  in  certain  coses  ^  | 
Bill  entitlecj^  An  act  to  exempt  the  inhabitants  of  Amelia  Island,  [^ 
in  t^ie  County  of  Nassau,  from  working pn  the  roads  oa  the  mainiand   t 
in  said  County ; 

Bill  entitled,  An  act  to  define  and  settle  the  boundary  between  (he 
Sutes  of  Florida  and  Alabama* . 

Very  respectful  Iy> 

.     C.  W.  DOWNING. 
SeeretoJ-y  Senate. 
Ob  motioni  the  Senate  adJQurned  until  to-morrow  10  o'clock. 


Thubsdat,  January  6,  18^^,. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournmenl. 

Rev.  Mr.  Phelpa  offioiated  an  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion  of  Mr*  Avery,  the  reading  of 
the  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported 
the  fbllowing  bills  as  jcorcectly  enrolled  :  /.  4     i    i . 

Bill  entitled,  An  act  to  abolish  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Apalachir 

cola;  ,  .IT*. 

Bill  to  be  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entiUed  an  act  to  or^ 
nnize  the  office  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  of  the  Stale  of 
Florida,  approved  July  23d,  1845.. 

Mr.  Moseley,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  pre- 
lented  the  following  report :  ,  r       j 

The  Committer  on  Claims  and  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  entitled,  An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  McRaeny  and  Alfred 
A.  Fisher,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  xecoromcn* 
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•ration  thereof.  V.  P.  MOSELEY,  Chairmaiu 

The  rule  being  traived^  Mr*  Sanderson  was  allowed  to  introd jco 
a  blU  io  be  eaUUed,  An.aoft  to  ind^ro^  the  navigation  of  the  Suwan- 
n0e  river;  .  .  •  • 

Which  was  read  the  first  time  bjr  its  title,  the  rule  Wairedi  and 
placed  first  adnoag  the  brdecs  of  the  d^j-i 

Mr^  Burritty  from  the  Judiciary  Committee^  preseaied  the  ibUow« 
ing  repofi :  *    .  .    -     . 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whoia.  Wm  rocooinutted  ai 
bill  from  ih^  U(hJm  of  RefNmeiHatives^  wUJb  ceruia  araendmentft 
therein  proposed  by  the  Senate,  entitled,  Anaot  in  addition  to  aa. 
act  entitled  an  act.i(o.Qigaiii3G&  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  understood  the  object  o€  the  recommittal  of  the  said 
bill,  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaing  ivhether  any,  and  what  dis- 
crepancies existed  between  its  provisions,  and  those  of  a  bill  which 
haa  already  passed  the  Senate,  and  was  before  the  House  of  Repre. 
sentatives  for  consideration,  entitled,  *'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  time 
of  holding  elections,  and  fbr  holding  the  regular  sessions  of  the  Gen- 
eral  Assembly,"  and  to  reconcile  those  discrepancies,  if  any,  by  sui- 
table  amendments  fbr  that  purpose.'  The  CommiUeo  are  advised, 
however,  that  the  said  bill  so  passed  by  the  Senate,  has  been  indefi. 
nitely  postponed  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

They  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill  under  conside- 
ration, with  the  amendments  heretofore  proposed  by  the  Committee, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  Senate  ;'  and  asked  to  be  discharged,  dec. 

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received* 

Also  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  b# 
entitled.  An  act  to  change  the  time  for  which  County  Comnusaioiieni 
shall  \kM  their  office,  a^  leave  to 

REPORT: 

Tharthey  have  had  the  same  under  consideratiot^,  and  that  they  are 
of  opinion  that  the  objects  of  the  bill  are  sufficiently  provided  for  in  a 
bill  originating  in  the  House  of  Representatives  during  this  session, 
and  now  before  the  Senate,  entitled  '*  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  organize  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida/* 
and  which  last  mentioned  bill,  if  passed,  will  obviate  any  necessity 
for  the  bill  under  consideration.  The  committee  recommend,  there- 
fore,  that  in  case  the  said  bill  shall  pass,  the  bill  under  consideration 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

S.  L.  BURRITT,  Chairman. 

Which  wasT^celved. 
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Ur.  MMobfv  Imi  til*  CniiinitlM.oiiCkiatf  %mi  AcoMita»  pm. 
ftented  the  fdlowing  report : 

Tbe  Cofnmktee  oo  Claitot  and  Accounts  to  wb*m  waa  referred  a 
bttl'eBtkled,  An  aet  for  tbe  relief  of  £.  D.  Howte,  hare  had  the 
same  under  considerationt  and  afier  careful  exammaUiMay 

REPORT : 

That  tliej  think  the  Comptroller  should  aHow  the  sum  of  40e  per 
daj  for  keeping  provision  in  addition  to  the  aHowance  for  guards 
which  has  been  requested.  Yoor  committee  having  conferred  with 
the  Comptroller  in  relation  to  sucK  further  allowance,  and  understand* 
ing  from  him  thai  he  feels  authorised  by  law  to  make  such  further  al* 
lowance,  tbink  that  no  leglslatbn  is  necessarj. 

W.  P.  MOSELY,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

The  House  returned  Senate  resolution  in  relation  to  the  emphy* 
ment  ef  Hugh  Archer  ic  the  Comptroller^!  oflke,  as  passed  bj  the 
House  without  amendment. 

Ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  following  communication  was  transmitted  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor : 

8s!f  ATR  Chavbss.  Januaiy  6th,  ie48« 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida : 

Silt :  I  herewith  transmit  for  jour  approval  the  following  bills,  pass- 
ed  by  the  two  Houses  of  ttie  General  Assembly,  and  signed  by  the 
presiding  officers  thereof,  viz : 

Bill  entitled.  An  act  to  abolish  tbe  charter  of  tbe  city  of  Apalachi* 
cola ; 

Bill  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  An  act  to  organize 
the  office  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  of  the  State  of  Florida, 
approved  July  23, 1845.  -  ' 

Very  respectfully,  C.  W.  DOWNING. 

Secretary  Senate» 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Bill  to  be  entUled,  An  act  to  improye  the  navigation  of  the  Su  wan- 
nee  river»  I 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.- Sanderson,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  con- 
mittee  of  the  whole  en  oaid  hiH*^Mr.  Avery  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  by  their 
Chairman  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  Senate  witji  amendments,  and 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  read  a  second  time  by 
its  title. 

Mr.  Sanderson  moved  to  strike  out  the  amendment  made  In  thci 
I  of  the  whole  to  the  11th  section. 
28 
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and  Fairbanks,  and  were  : 
'  Yeas— Me«»r4.  Lotlmef,  Mdsebj,  Sandersdtti  Tmesf,  W«tts*-^. 

Nays-^Mr.  PreBklen^  Messrs^  Arerj,  AMia,  Ooilib,  Pairbaaksy; 
Floyd,  McMiMttii,  PhiM,  ^mitft,  lA«Mr— 161 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  strike  ouU 

On  DiotkMse^M^^  Sanderson,  the  llth  section  was  stricken  oar» 
.  Mr«  Flejd  oftred*  tfir  Mowing  anendiaaat  a    Insert  ii^  lietfrof* 
section  11  just  sMekeii  out, 

""Be  U  fwrthtF  mn^ted.  Thai  this  act  sball  Be  subfect  t9'mmni^ 
ment,  niodificatie»or  seiital,  by  ai^  (wo  sBcc«eding  General  .As* 
S0i»bli#s  of  this  State. '^ 

Which  wa»  adopted^,  and tbe  bill  enkuMS  to»be  angrossed  for  a 
thinl  reading  lo-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  the  Tote  jqit  taken  on  the  tngrmtr 
meat  of  said  bill  ibr  to-otorrpw,  was  xe-considered ;  and  upon  (ke 
vfcoasideration  thereof  tke  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-day. 

Mr;  Fairbanks,  fra»tbe  Commiirer  en  Enrollftd  Bflls,  reported* 
aesolutions  in  reJatba*  to*  tike  employmeift  ef  Hugh  Archer  in  ihe 
Comptroller's  office,  as  correctly  enrolled. 

The  following  Gooamunkation  was  transmitted  to  his  EicelleaejF 
the  Governor : 

Sjbkats  Chamrbb^  January  6.  l$4fi^ 
To  his  ExaUhncy  the  Governor  ^Florida  :, 

Silt : — I  herewith  transmit,  for  your  approval,  "  Resolution  in  re- 
I^ion  to  the  employment  of  Hi^h  Archer  in  the  ComptroQer's  of- 
fice," passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  sign* 
edbf  tbe  presiding  offieeia  tbereol; 

Terr  respectluITyt 

c.  w.  downing; 

Secretary  Senate. 

House  bill  entitledi  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Mcftaeny  and 
Alfred  A.  Frsher, 

Was^  read  the  thinf  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the* 
yeas  and  nays  were  :. 

'Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  A^Mttn,  Fairbanks,  Floyd, 
Lorimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Sandenon,  Taboc,  Tracey,  Watts*^12.t 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bin  passed — title  as  stafed*. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  HotMe; 

Cta  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  S  o'cloefr- 

8.  O^OLOCK,    B.    X.. 

The  House  returned'  Senater  resoFiitCent  far  refatfon  to  drafqlng  tfte 
Everglades,  as  passed  by  the  Hoose  witlMit  amendraeat } 

Also,  Senate  bill  entitled)  An  act  Ibr  tfie  relief  of  James  C.-JolNi- 
•on  and  Harman  High,  as  passed  by  the  House  without  amendmentf 
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Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  the  Committee  on  EnnoUej  billit  reported 
fetolntkuwia  jektioa  -ta  4be  4«uoing  of  the  Erergladea,  as  corrtetly 
vttrelled. 

The  following  communication  'wai  traBsnitted  to  his  ezcelieoqi 
tke<>of9BMr: 

SsBTjcTB  CuAMBMMf  Januai^  iy  1648.    , 
W»  >»  iVwrfhnry  IJg  Cmermr.  qf  JPJmd^J 

Snt : — I  herewith  4  aasoMt  for  your  approval  '<'  Kesoktioi^  hi  ror 
iaiioa  \d  draining  tik«  fi^ei^lftdefe,"  .^acsed  ^  dM  twp  Houses  of  .the 
Gaaeral  Aasemblj^  iad  signed  kf  4^  presidfng  officers  theJreoC 

Very  respecl^lly, 
C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secy.  Senate* 
The  He«se«etenied  Senate  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  amend  the 
twelfth  clause  of  the  ifib  article  of  the  ConstituUoa  of  this  State,,  so 
Utat  t&e  Judges  of  Uw  Circtiit  Court  shall  bold  their  offices  for  a  term 
of  eight  years,  instead  of  duripg  g^  bejMivior,  as  passed  by  th^ 
House  without  amendmeat. 
Ordered  te  be  enrollfd. 

The  Mlewiag  message  from  the  H^use  wi^s  received  andxeadi  ^ 
HousB  RjfirRESETfTATivBS,  January  $,  164& 
BfmorabU  Preiident  SetuOe : 

As  :-^Tbe  Hobse  has  coHdarted  in  Senate  amendments  to  Hoose 
t)ill  ehliiled,  ^  All  act  relative  to  Judges  of  Probate,  County  Com^ 
imssioaers,  and  Blmnis.^ 

Also  to  a  bill  entitled,  ^  An  act  to  amend  tbe  criminal  laws  s^-w 
InJoFceiatliieBtale*" 

Very  respectiully,  i 

w.  B.  Lancaster;    ; 

Clerk  House  Representatives. 

Tbe  House  returned  House  bltt  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  an  .act 
4e.provfde  for  the  sale  of  tbe  lands  granted  to  the  State  for  the^ur- 
Dose  of  Internal  Improvement,  with  a  message  stating  tliat  the 
H^use  refused  to  concur  in  the .  amendments  4iuule  thereto  by  tlie 
denafe. 

The  Senate  fnsfsted  upon  tbe  amendments. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  tbe  words  ^outDi^^ 
InlineiSih  of  sec.  5  J    •        '' 

Which  motion  waakmi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Austin,  said  bill  was  laid  n^^eo  tbe  table. 

House  bill^mirleU,  An  aciforthe  relief  of  settlers  on  public  lands 
iuk)  to  grant  pre-emptieo- rights  in  eevtain  cases, 

Was  read  the  thihi  little,  and  on  tke  ^oestioft  ef  its  passege  the 
yeas  and  nay*  were  ? 

Teas — Mr.  President,  Messrs^  Avery,  AusUn,.  Burritt,  Cosdtt 
Fairbanks,  Lerimer,  McMillan,  ilfbtckty,  Ptiest|  Stndersoe^  iSnsitlit 
Tabor,  Tracey,  Watts— 15.  *  . 

'  Nays — Mene« 
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So  «aid  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated.    Ordered  that  the  i 
eertf5ed  to  the  Hooee.  * 

HoQse  Resohitions  in  relatitioii  to  internal  ImpreTement, 

Were  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to* 
norrow. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an  act- la 
organise  the  Clrenit  Onirts  of  the  State  of  Florida, 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  the  qoestioa  of  its  paitnge,  the 
jeas  and  najs  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Arerj,  Austin,  Bnrritt,  Lorimei\ 
McMillan,  Moselej,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smkb,  Tabaiv  Tracey, 
Watts— 13. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  define  the  term  for  whieh  County 
Commissioners  shall  hold  their  office. 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  laid  upon  the  table* 

IJouse  Preamble  and  Resolution,  asking  Congress  to  proride 
lands  for  (he  inhabitants  of  certain  townships  for  the  support  of  Pub- 
lic Schools, 

Were  read  a  second  time, 

Mr.  Sar^derson  mored  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  '*  s$oondf 
where  in  fractional  townships  there  are  no  sixteenth  sections.^ 

Which  was  adopted,  the  rule  waived,  the  resolutions  rend  a  third 
time  by  title  and  passed. 

The  House  returned  House  bill  entitled.  An  not  for  the  relief  of 
R.  A.  Shine  and  J,  A.  Edmondson,  which  bill  had  been  amended 
by  the  Senate,  with  a  message,  stating  that  the  House  would  not 
concur  in  the  amendments. 

The  Senate  receded  from  their  amendmentt. 

The  following  message  from  the  Hoose  was  received  and  read : 
Hou«B  Ra»sBS£jfTAnvK«,  January  6,  1848« 
'  UotwdUe  President  of  the  JSenaU  : 

SiH :  Senate  bill  entitl  d.  An  act  to  prescribe  the  fees  of  the  At* 
tomey  General  of  this  State  in  ceitaia  casest"  was  this  day  rejetjM^ 
by  the  House. 

W.  B.  LANCASTER 
Clerk  Bouse  Bepresentaliye% 

Also  the  following  i 

Hnvsn  RsnuuBifTAiTviBa,  Jaiuiary  5,  1848* 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senede: 

Btmt^Thie  House  h«s  indefittitely  postponed  Senate  bill  entitled, 
An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorise  and  empower 
the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accotots  to  atidit  and  allow  the  contingent 
axpenseaof  the  Circuit  Courts  and  Supreme  Court,  approved  by  thf 
Governor  Dec.  89th,  1845. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  sixteenth  sections  grante4  by 
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CMgraM  t*  the  8M»  Ar  ike  m^^poH  ci'JhMk.8tlk^ol$,  us^i  bf  0on- 
solidating  the  School  Fund. 

And,  An  wA  to  ftforide  for  Ibe  iime  of  holding  oleotioiM,  and  for 
boMiBg  regular  seMions  of  the  General  Astemhly, 

Very  respeotfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  House  Represenlativet* 
'  Engrossed  bill  en4iUed»  An  Act  ta  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Suwannee  river. 

Was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  niovtd  lo  ^laend  by  inseHing  after  the  word  in 
line  2  of  sec.  11,  the  following :  **  A  m^rity  of  all  the  n^mbert 
elected  to;" 

Which  was  unaniflWHis^  adopted. 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  wercic 

Yena-*-Mr»  Ptoaklant,  Mom^s.  Burritt,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sander- 
son, Tracer,  Watts— 7. 

Nay»-*Measrs.  Anstin,  Floyd,  Loriiner«  McMillan,  Smilh,  Tabor 
— «. 

So  the  bill  passed.     Title  as  jslated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  b#  certified  to  the  House. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  adto  regulate  the  iees  of  collecting  officers 
In  ceitain  eases. 

Was  read  the  first-^*me,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to*morrow. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  aot  to  regulate  and  define  the  duties  of  the 
County  Commissioners  of  Calhoun  County, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  time  bj 
tta  tMe,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  follewing  message  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  was 
fseehred  and  read : 

ExicumrB  Dsfabticskt,  January  6,  1848. 
Genimmenof  ike  SentU 

and  of  the  Houee  of  Bepre$entaiiv€s : 

I  respectfully  nominate  the  following  gentlemen  for  the  oflSces  de# 
signaied,  and  solieh  yefur  advioB  and  consent  (o  said  nomioations  i 

Win.  H.  Mitchell,  as  Judge  of  Probate  for  thn  County  of  CaIhowi« 

Joseph  A.  Strkahska,  a»  Aoetioaeer  for  the  County  of  St.  Johns. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

The  nominations  therein  contained  were  advised  and  consented  to 
by  the  Senate. 

Also  the  following : 

Embcvtivb  DcputTKBifT,  January  S,  184S. 
GeidUmen  of  the  SetuOe  and  of  the  Home  of  Repreientalwet : 

I  have  approred  the  following  Acts  and  Resolutions,  to  wit : 

An  act  in  relation  to  Roads  in  Columbia  county ; 

All  act  to  amend  the  sere ral  acts  regulating  Judicial  Proceedings  ^ 
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Stream ; 

An  kct  to  ciMiRge  the  name  of  Sarah  A.  Holdeii  af  Xackibn  ooimtyf 
to  that  of  Sarah  A.  HoweM ; 

An.  act  to  enforce  the  pa3mieot  of  Taxes  assoMed,  and  to  be  aaaes- 
aed,  agaime  all  Invitations  claiming  Corporate  Privileges  ia  this 
State; 

An  act  to  aothorise  the  EKeoutors  of  George  KingsfejTf  dee'd*^  to 
sell  Real  Estate  { 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Craven  G.  Fife ; 
'*  An  act  to  provide  Writs  of  lElrtot  in  criminal  cases  | 

An  act  for  the  reKef  of  John  Stone ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  R.  £.  Little  ; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  Aft  auk  to-oi^Kanriss  the  Cireuil 
Courts  of  the  Stale  of  Florida  ; 

Afi  act  to  aid  in  support  of  Schools  for  the  edncaCion  of  poor  obil- 
dren  within  the  county  of  Franklin  ; 

•   An  act  to  authorize  Xasii^s  Gocjkroft  to  4etaMish  a  FVrrf  «ofoss 
Shoal  River ; 

An  act  to  allow  the  privi  lege  of  b«ll  m  certain  eases ; 

An  act  to  exempt  the  in'iabilahts  ol' Annelia  Island,  in  the  oountj 
6f  Nassan,  from  working  oa  th^  roads  on  the  Main  land  in  saiif  oouiMy; 

A9  act  to  define  and  settle  the  boundary  between  the  States  4f 
Florida  and  Alabama ; 

An  act  to  abolish  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Apalacfaic^; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  *'  An  acrt  to  organise  the  office  of 
Comptroller  of  public  Aeoocmts  of  the  State  of  Fkyrida,  approved 
July  28,  1846 ;" 

An  act  making^  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  Printing  nad 
Binding  of  Thompson's  Digest,  and  finally  disposing  thereof;       t 

An  act  to  declare  and  make  the  citizenship  of  thekeopor«rke«p^ 
•rs  of  the  Live  Oak  plantation  opposite  to  the  eity  of  Pensacola,  in 
the  county  of  Escambia,  in  place  of  the  county  6f  Santa  Rosa's 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  James  Simlet  of  the  county  of  Mon- 
roe to  that  of  James  Timothy  Walker ; 

An  act  to  provide  a  Salary  for  the  Quarter  Maimer  General,  mmi  ht 
«/Qier  purposes ;  ■  ' 

An  act  to  authorize  Blake  Jemlgan^to  esteblish  a  Ferry Jicfow  Pen- 
«acola  Bay  from  Deer.pofnt  over  to  the  city  of  Pensacola ; 

{S-eamble  and  Resolution  relative  to  the  speedy  Survey  of  the  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims  in  Florida ; 

Resolutions  relative  to  Locating  the  School  Lands  in  Elghtbsff 
Sections ; 

Resolutfons  relative  to  the  Indians  in  South  Florida,  and  providing 
for  the  safety  of  (he  inhabitants  of  that  section  of  tUi  State ;  ' 

Memorial  and  Resolutions  asking  Congress  to  appropriate  IdO  ^ores 
•f  land  for  the  btiikling  of  a  CourtHeuse  In  Hillsborough  county; 

'  Resolution  in  relati^  to  Teit^lory  trhioh  msiy  be  caquirfiyi  by  the 
Dnited  States; 
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Comptroner's  office ; 
,IUi0liliioli  ia  relaltett  lo  fhA^iokif  fbe  Everglndbi;. 

Retolution  ia  relation  to  Widows  ai^  Orphans  of  thoae  who  \Mvw 
Aad  ui  dcfesce  of  their  country  in  Mexico. 

Veif  RespectifiilljTv 

W.  D»  MOSELBV. 

.B«*B  hiH  e«(ii)ed»  Am  ad  pvofMiag  connpeaMitloii  to  be  paM.to 
L.  A.  ThompaiNilbf  preparing  a  Difeet  of  the  Law«  of  Ftorida, 

Wa4feaidaihkil  tisHi  Md  eii  the  ^pMtioa  of  itc  pa«eageythexiaa 
and  najs  were : 

Yeae-^Mr»  Pfeakletft,  Meesl^  A?effj,  Au«l»fl«  BumCI»  Coein^ 
Fatrbandi^  Loriwr,  MdMUlaA,  Moeele/i  Rneit*  SmtHmn,  &iHtfc» 
T«her/j:Va«ej!k  WaM«^19« 

Naya— 'None*  j 

aeeaiilbillpaaMA  Title  ie  akatad,.  Ovdeied  that  4ha  atmcr  i>e 
certified  to  the  Houae. 

Mr^Fatfhinhe,  from  the  Committee  e«  Karolled  Billi,  ;repoited 
the  following  bilhi  as  correctly  enrolled,  tiz  :    . 

BiU  e»titledf  An  aflt  Ar  tl»  nU#f  of  J«fne«  C«  Jbhaaten  and  Her. 
non  High ; 

BiU  encttled,  An  ad  to,amnd  |he  l«h  clanae  of  «he  ^  arti«kr  of 
the  Constitution  of  this  State  so  that  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  CoMe* 
th$Jl  hald  thoir  offices  for  « term  of  yoais  Jnstetd  of  deriog  good  he. 
harior. 

The  nile  being  tvntTed«  en  matien  of  Rfr.  Momkf  the  vote  on 
yeaterday^eoneurrtng  ia  the  report^  of  the  C^mmitten  en  Clainis  and* 
Accounts  on  House  bill  entitled^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  W*  S*  Aivia^ 
iHend»  n^aa  re«<on<kioiied,  the  biUreadathirdtMiebyilstitletandoD 
the  qnestion  of  ite.  pftsaage,  tho  yeas  end  na^s  WBvo : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Biinritt^  LevuEner^ 
McMillan,  Moeeley,  Priest,  Tahojr^  TMMM(y-^10« 

Nays— None.    . 
.  Be  said  bill  pasted  ■  tkle  at  stated, 

Oftbred  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House* 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  change  the.  name  of  Mary  E)iiahsitb 
Iiedbetteiv  of  Caihoun  County,  to  that  of  Mary  £U»tbeth  Dole9»  ^ 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived^  retadai  second  and  third 
time  by  its  title,  and  on  the  q^estion  of  it»  passage,  the  ye»i  find  naye 
were  r 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  llessrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burrftt,Ci>stio,Fair' 
banks*  Floydv  Loriiner,  McMillan*  Moseley,  Prieat*  Sanderson,  Smithy. 
Tabor,  Traeey«  Watts— 16. 

Nayi — None. 

So  said  bill  pasted— title  as  stated. 
.  Ordered  that  tbo  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  bill  entitledt  An  aot  to  empower  Robert  Higoon  HaU,  a 
minor,  to  assume  the  management  of  his  own  estate, 

Waaread  thd  first  time,  the'nde  waived,  read  fisecoi^  and  tUfd 
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thne  %  its  fide,  twi  on  d^  ^uegtioa  oT  to  paiMge^'tke  jtmi  tlid 
nays  were :  •  ■ 

Yeas — Mr.  Ih^eiident,  Meisra.  Averjr,  Btfrfttt,  Floyd,  Loiiin^ri 
McMillan,  Moseley,  Priett,  8miih,  Traoey^^iO. 

Nay — Mr.  Fairbanlu — 1. 

So  ftaid  bill  passed.    l^t|0  at  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  Preambte  and   ResolaitdM  resbhuloM  retatfre  fo  the  six- 
toenth  sections  granted  by  Congress  for  Pablfc  dcheola, 

-Was  read  the  first  lirtte,  the  rule  waire^  r«ad  a  aecond  and  thfrti 
time  by  title,  and  passed. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  aet  t^  define  the  'duties  ai^  preeerihe  the 
awnpensation  of  tat  assessors  and  ^eolkotork  In  Ibis  State,' 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waired,  «nd  ^rearf  a  meond  tiMo 
by  its  title. 

Mri  Bun4lt  mored  to  a^niend  by  sCrtking  out  the  woffds  ^  mm  «>e, 
or,"  in  line  4,  ofsection  1;  ^ 

Whieh  -was  adoptei,  a*d  the  bill  ordered  Ibra  third  readhg  to- 
morrow. 

House  bill  endtIM,  'Aa  act  td  anaeed  an  act  aift'ftkid  an  act  to  cs- 
tablish  a  tariff  of  fees, 
'  Was  read  the  first  time,  and  er(^erod  finr  a  ieeond  reading  to^nior* 


House  Mil  entitled,  An  act  for  the  telief  of  H.  N.  kmdtmw%  and 
others. 

Was  read  the  lirst  time  by  its  title,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second 
tkAe  read  a  third  time  by  title,  and  on  the  <{iiettlon  of  its  passage,' 
the  V^as  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas*-^Mr.  President,  Mesesrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Coethi,  Pairhaiiliei 
Floyd,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  8andereon,  Trace/y  Watls*^!^ 

Naye-^None. 

So  said  bill  passed^     Title  ae  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  the  sereval  acts  eoncernteg 
limitations  of  actions. 

Was  read  the  first  tkne. 

Mr.  Sanderson  m<yved  that  the  role  be  waived  and  said  bill  read  »* 
eecond  and  third  titne  by  its  title. 

■Which  motion  waa  lest* 

Ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Houee  bill  entitled,  Ah  act  to  authorize  Judges  of  Probate  of  the 
several  countiee  iii  this  State  to  appoint  Guardians  for  free  negroes. 

Was  read  the  first  time  by  its  title  and  ordered  for  a  seeond  reading 
to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  authorise  Thomas  L.  Barnes  to  con. 
vey  a  town  lot  in  the  town  of  Quincy,  Florida,  and  for  other  purposoa. 

Was  read  the  first  time  by  its  title  and  Ordered  or  a  aecond  reading 
to-morrow.  ^-^ 

House  Resolution  relative  te  the  printing  of  the  &hool  bills. 
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Wm  fOiti  th»  first  timt  and  ordered  ior  a  aecond  readitig  to-mon 
ioir*  ... 

Tke  ral^  being  Mrair^d;  Mr.  Fairbaiik«.introdttce«i  the  following ; 

Resf^vediy  the  Si^aic  md  Hmute  of  Represeamives  ofUie  StatA 
of  Florida  m  Gettettd  Aumbly  conomedy  Tbat  jti  ad^lition  to  the 
copies  of  the  (aws  now  required  to  be  di»trib4jted«  each  inember  of 
the  General  Assen^Iy  shall  receive  one  copy  of  the  seesi^  laws, 
kai  the  Secretary  ef  State  shall  cause  200  extra  copies  of  the  sa^o 
)o  be  printed  and  plaeed  in  the  various  Clerk's  offices,  to  be  sold  at 
the  price  ef  fifijr  cents  each,  and  the  proceeds  accounted  for  to  the 
said  Secretary  by  such  Clerks. 

Which  was  vend  the  first  lime,  the  rule  wai?ed,  read  a  second  and 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  motioih  the  Senate  adjiounied  until  to-morrow  10  o'clock* 


t*kiDAY,  i'anuary  7,  lB4d» 

^e  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournhi6nt. 

Hot.  Mr.  Choice  officiated  kh  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  the  reading  of 
the  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

The  fblTdWing  communication  was  transmitted  to  His  Excellency 
the  GxJVfernor : 

Senate  Chamber,  Jan.  7,  184S. 
To  hi*  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida  : 

Sir  : — I  herewith  transmit  for  ihe  approval  of  your  Excellency  the 
following  bill,  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  Gedbral  Assembly; 
and  signed  by  the  presiding  officers  thereof,  viz : 

Bill  entitled,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  C.  JohnStoil  and  Har: 
mon  High. 

Very  llespeQtfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING, 

Secretary  Senate. 

Mr.  Lorimer  ofiered  the  following : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate,  That  the  Secretary  of  Slate  be  reqilfesied 
to  furnish  to  each  Senator  a  copy  of  Thompson's  Digest,  to  be  re- 
ceipted for  by  such  Senator  and  reliiriied  by  hirfi  to  tte  Secrfcfary  of 
State  at  the  close  of  the  session. 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  following  was  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  Journal : 

The  Senator  from  Duval  codnty  (5Ir.  Burrilt)  woo  is  one  ol  the 
committee  of  Federal  Relations,  asks  leave  to  say  upon  the  Journals 
of  the  Senate,  that  aft  to  so  muoli  of  the  majority  Report  of  ihe  said 
Committee  as  decfares  that  should  Congress  by  enactment  give  their 
Eolemen  sanction  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  such  action  would  impera^ 
Hbely  demand  the  South  to  withdraw  her  representation  from  the  Na<f 
lional  Congress,  and  sever  the  ties  of  { ojitical  brotherhocid  wjiich  nbW 
S9 
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bhrf  togfttber  ^U  gMt(  iMmlMMM]ry-lk«1t«^  pi^rad  Id  imeut^ 
The  Wilmot  ProTiso  ib  regarded  as  unconstitutional,  and  m  justljr 
odiotks  to  the  Sttulbern  poilioiidf  the  celifederiiejr,  iiMd  if  petsf^ed  ia 
wouW  doubtless,  when  no  other  ah#nmtiv»  wat  M.jutiifv  c»xtretne 
the^sures  ;  but  whether  it  w#uld  be  wis*  and  p^kit  M  Me#,  if  at  all, 
to  adopt  the  extreme  nteasurea,  naight  bewdrtiy  t)4  gmanuoiwider*'. 
tion.  What  course  would  in  such  an  event  b#  laiet  j^hident,  is  mat* 
tfer  of  ipeciilation,  and  it  is  beMerad  better  that  Ihe  Steto^^ocM  b» 
left  udcommiitlc*  upon  so  awnientow  a  qu0sti<m.  . 

Resolution  ii^  relation  to  James  A.  Baughey,  waa  read  th«  seootid 
time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morfoW. 

House  Rtso)atlonain  refotimColafM-oat  Impfo^e«Miil,  ^«re  i«ad 
the  third  time,  and  o»the  questfonrof  therr  passage  the  yeas  and  waya 
were  called  for  by  Messra.  Sanderson  am)  Priesf,  a»4  Mnste  i 

Yeas— Messrs.  Burrilt,  Costin,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Tabor^ 
Tracey,  Watts— 8* 

Nays— Mr.  President,  Mesars*  Avery,  Floyd;  jLorinver,  ftfcMiilanv 
Smith— 6. 

So  said  resolutions  passed. 

Pursuant  to  leave  granted  this  raornii^,  Mr.  Floydf  o^ei^  the  fof- 
lowing: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  Stale  be  and  he  is  hereby  author* 
Ucd  and  requested  to  furnish  to  each  Justices  District  in  every  Covti. 
ty  of  the  State,  one  copy  of  Thompson's  Digest,  and  that  each  Jus* 
lice  or  Justices  shall  receipt  for  the  same,  and  the  same  shall  be 
turned  over  to  bis  successor  or  successors  in  oiice»  the  said  Digeal 
for  the  use  of  said  District ;  and  in  case  said  Justices  shall  fail  to  turn 
over  said  Digest  to  his  successor  in  office,  he  shall  be  liable  for  the 
value  of  the  same,  recoverable  before  his  said  successor  in  office  i 
the  value  of  said  Digest  shall  and  is  hereby  dcjclared  to  be  three  dol- 
lars  and^  rilly  cents>  which  amount  shall  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
of  another  Digest. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  that  the  rule  be  waived^  and  said  resolution  be 
read  a  second  and  third  time. 

Which  was  lost,  and  the  resolution  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
to-morrow.  ^ 

House  hill  entitled.  An  act  to  regulate  the  feea  of  collectmg  offi- 
cers in  certain  cases. 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  Jts  passage,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Burritt,  Floyc^  Lorinaer,  McMillan, 
Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor — 9. 

Ii^ays — Messrs.  Avery,  Fairbanks,  Tracey — 3. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  regulate  and  define  the  duties  of  th^ 
County  Conunissioners  in  Calhoun  County, 
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Mfe,  tve  yeaiaod  oaj4  were : 

Teas— Mr.  Presi<leiit«  Me^ri.  A veiy,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin,Fair^ 
banks,  Floyd,  Lorimer,  McMillan^  Moseley,  Priest,  Smith,  Tabor, 
Tracey— li. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  biU  «|if^asQd.  Title  asslMed.  Ordered  that  the  sf^e  Mf 
certified  to  Ake»  Hoose^ 

House,  bill  eniitled.  An  act  to  define  the  duties  and  prescribe  the 
compeusatioQ  of  Tax  Assessois  and  Colleotors  in  this  Statey 

Was  read  a  tiurd  tioae,  and  on  the  f  uestien  of  iU  passage  the  yeas 
smd  nays  were ; 

Yeas — Mr«  President^  Messrs.  Austin,  Burritt,  Lorimer,  McMillan, 
Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Tracey — 9^ 

Nays — Measis.  Avery,  Floyd,  Smith,  Tabor — 4, 

So  said  bill  passed-r-titl«  as  stated* 

Ordered  ihat  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

House  t>ill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  es.^ 
lablish  a  Tariff  of  Fees,  approved  January  6,  1847, 

Was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  Tra,cey  in  the  Chair.  After  somp  time  spent 
therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their  chairman  reported  the  bill 
back  to  the  Senate  with  amendmentSi  and  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Which  report  was  concurred  iiij  the  bill  cead  a  'second  time  bj  i\$ 
title,  the  rule  wfiived,  read  a  third  time  by  its  title,  and  on  the  ques- 
tion of  its  passage,  (he  yeas  and  nays  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Arery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Fairbanks 
Lorimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Watts — 11. 

Nays — Messrs.  Flgyd  and  Tracey — 2. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  eame  be  certified  to  the  House. 

TUm—  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  amend  tbe  several  acts  concerning 
limitations  of  actions,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  Judi- 
ciarv  Committee,  with  instructions  to  report  (hereon  this  evening. 

The  House  returned  House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  define  (he  du> 
lies  and  prescribe  the  compensation  of  Tax  Assessors  and  Collectors 
in  this  State,  which  had  been  amended  by  (he  Senate,  with  a  mes- 
sage stating  that  the  House  refused  io  concur. 

The  Senate  receded  from  its  amendments. 

Ou  motion,  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  $  o'clock. 

Z  o'clock,  p»  X* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lorimer,  the  vote  of  the  Senate  taken  on  Rouse 
bill  entitled,  An  act  to  define  (he  duties  and  prescribe  (be  compen- 
sation of  Tax  Assessors  and  ColUotors  in  this  State,  whereby  the 
SienM  ireceded  from  its  amcndm^ntSi  wa^  rf  c,<»n8i4ere^,  fad  ,4^011 
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Aa  re-constderation  thereof,  tlte  SenAt«  fnsfsted  apon  fts  amenAnenfc, 
and  Messrs.  Averj^  Fairbanks,  and  Smith  were  appointed  a  comm^- 
tee  to  confer  with  a  similar  eo^nmittee  on  the  part  of  the  House  on 
iaid  bill. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Flojd,  McMillan,  and  Tracey  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  confer  with  a  similar  conunitlee  on  the  part  of  the 
tlouse  on  House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the 
lands  granted  to  the  Statp  for  the  purpose  of  Internal  Improrement. 

House-bill  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  Judges  of  Probates  of  the 
several  Counties  in  this  State  to  appoint  guardians  for  free  negroes^ 
was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words,  ^  of  afl 
ages  i^nd  sexes,"  in  line  4  of  section  1,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
(he  words,  "  over  {he  age  of  twelve." 

Which  was  adopted,  the  rule  waived,  the  bill  read  a  third  time  bj 
its  title,  and  on  the  Question  of  its  ps^ssa^e,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  : 

YQas-:-Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin,  Fair- 
banlcs,  Floyd,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  ^rie|t,  Sunde^pn,  Smithy 
Tabor,  Tracey,  WatU— 16, 

Nays — Non^. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

jdrdered  that  tl^e  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

^h^  following  communication  was  received  and  i^ead  : 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  ) 
Capitol,  Tallahasse,  Jan.  7,  1848.      \ 
To  the  President  of  the  "Senate : 

Sir  ;  I  have  been  furnished  with  copy  of  Senate  Resolution,  ask- 
hig  copies  of  Thompson's  Digest,  and  should  be  most  happ}'  to  fur- 
nish them;  but  it  will  be  perceived  that  a  compliance  with  the 
resolution  would  be  a  violation  of  the  law  just  approved,  which  does 
not  authorize  any  disposition  of  this  work,  (except  to  Clerks,}  but 
by  sale.  I  am  sir,  with  very  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  T.^  ARCHER. 

House  PrcaipY^le  ^i^d  I^esqlptipns  relative  to  the  passage  of  a  law 
granting  Rail  Road  Companies  hereafler  to  be  chartered  every  al- 
ternate section  of  Public  Land  over  wnich  said  Rail  Road  may  pass^ 
M'as  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waiyeii,  fca(]  a  second  and  third 
time,  and  passed. 

House  resolution  relative  to  the  printing  of  the  Common  Scl^ool 
bills,  was  read  the  second  and  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Burritt,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  presented  the  follow, 
jng  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  an  en- 
grossed bill  from  the  House  of  Represepjtvtiv^  efUilled,  An  act  to 
amend  the  several  actsconcerninglimitation^  ofactiqn?,  9sk  leave  tq 

REPORT: 

T^lUX  t))ey  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  recoip: 
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mend  tlid  the  mM  hHk  h*  piiMed,  wMi  ttw  following  ftmendiiMAtt, 
tawk:  At  tlio  •nd  of  ibefirat  saetion  add  the  words,  **at  agaiiwt  aH 
iumI  •rerj  adretvo  potseision  thereof  for  the  term  of  seven  years 
aibressid."  Abo»  at  the  end  of  the  5lh  sec.  add  tbe  following  wo^lii, 
^*Mtkoaghlliis  aot  4)ad  not  been  passed."  And  tlie  Committee 
eiak  tbe  CQMon^eiice  of  the  Senate  bereia. 

S.  L.  BURRITT.  Chairman. 

Wbieb  report  was  receiVed  and  concurred^  in,  and  the  bill  thereiq 
repotted  read  a  setfood  lipie,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  third  time  by 
its  title,  ^nd  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  c 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  -Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Costin, 
Floyd,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Ta- 
bor,  Tracey,  Watts»-Ii. 

Nays — None. 

Se  said  biH  passed.  Title  as  stated.  Ordered  that  the  same  be 
certiHed  to  the  House. 

Ho«se  bill  entitled^  An  act  making  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  State  Government  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3 1st  day  of 
October,  A.  D.  1648,  and  tp  supply  defkiencies  unpaid  during  tbe  last 
fiscal  year,  was  read  the  first  tinfie,  the  rule  waived,  rei^d  a  secdpd 
time  by  its  title  and  ordet-ed  fbr  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow  10  o'clonk. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Avery  aod 
Bvrrilf,  and  were  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Burritt,  Costin,  Floyd,  Lorimer,  Priest,  Smith,  Ta» 
bor — 7. 

Mays — Mr.  Preskient,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  McMillan,  Moseley, 
6ai|4erson,  Tracey,  Walts — 8. 

So  the  Senate  refused. 

Mr.  Tabor  moved  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow  9  o'clock. 

Which  ipotion  was  lost. 

On  motion,  the  Seii^te  tgok  f^  recess  until  7^  oclock. 

Ti  o'clock,  b.  X, 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
election  of  a  county  site  in  the  county  of  Washington,  as  passed  by 
the  House  with  an  amendment. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  amendment. 

Oidered  t\mi  isaid  bill  be  enrolled. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  th^t  tbe  rule  be  waived  aiid  bo  ultowed  to  in-t 
tied^r^^  a  bill. . 

Which  motion  was  lost, 

The  Hoyse  returned  Senate  bill  entitled,  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  poorand  destitute,  and  to  guard  egainst  tbe  accumulation  of  paut 
perism  ID  the  pounty  of  LeoQ,  as  passed  by  the  House  with  aroendt 
roents. 

llie  Senate  €OB0urred  in  the  first  amendment  of  the  House,  a|i4 
refiieed  to  ceneur  in  the  second. 
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Ott  inotiett  at  Mr.  FIojnI»  tJk»  Tofo-jmrtr  teftflU  fc^  whididie'Seiiftlt 
rofiWKl  to  wtire  the  rulo»:  WA»  r«ooaa«d«rod|  iberule  wai^^^  and  Jiiw 
Avecy  aUowed  to  introdqce  a*  bill  entitlodt  A«  aet-to  aneiid  an  mtt 
^atitkd^  An  act  to-organizo  Ceurta  of  Probale  far  |^  State  of  Florid 
ila«  Wbifb  waaireitd  the  first  lime,  die-  rule  waived,  read  a  aaeend 
and  third  time  by  its  title,  aad  on  tfae  i^iieaikn  ef  its  paasage  ih^  ytfas 
and  naya  weire  i 

Yeas^Mn  PreMdent^MeMra*  Ajrery,  Austin^  BiirrHt«  Cealiii,  Puir- 
bantofe.  Floyd,  Lorimer,  MeMiUan,  Moaeley^  Prteat,  Sanderaon,  Tabeiv 
Tf  aoey^  Wattfrr-15. 
.    Naye— 'Nonew  ... 

80  aaid  bill  pasaed-^title  a|  stated^ 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Home. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  estaUiah  xbe  efice 
of  Be^er  of  Pubiic  Lands  for  the  State  of  Flonda,  was  read  the 
Uiird  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ; 

Yeas— ^r*  President,  Messrs.  A?ery,  Austin*  Burrilt^  Leriaier, 
McMiilao,  Moceley,  Prieat,  Sandarson,  Tabor,  Trceey,  WaMa— 19» 

NajTB'p^Meaara.  Gostia,  Fairbanks,  Floyd,  Smtib — 4« 

So'Said  bill  passed— <-titJe. as  atated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Austin  moved  ibat  the  ? ote  on  said  bill  be  re*eoQaidered» 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  authorize  Thomas  S.  Balnea  H>  cum* 
Yey  a  town  lot  in'  the  town  of  Qntncy,  Ftoridat  lUid  for  other  puipo- 
aes,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Austin  moved  thai  rub  be  waif>ed,  and  aaid  bill  tead  a  third 
time. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  te^norrew  10  o'clock 


Saturday,  January  8,  1848. 

The  Senate  met  pursuajpt  to  adjournment 
Rev.  Mr.  Choice  officiated,  as  Chaplain. 

A  quorum  being  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Avery,  the  reading  of 
416  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  communication  was  transmitted  to  Hon.  James  T. 
Archer,  Secretary  of  State : 

S«natb  Chambbb,  Jan.  7,  1S48. 
Hon.  Jaxbs  T.  Abcheb,  Secretary  of  Slate : 

Sir  : — I  herewith  transmit  a  bill  entitled,  ''  An  aot-to  aanefkl  tktf 
12th  clause  of  the  fiflh  article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  so  that 
^dges  of  ibe  Circuit  Courts  shall  bold  their  offi'^s  for  a  terra  of  eight 
years  instead  of  during  good  behavior,^  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of 
itbe  General  Assembly  by  the  requisite  Constitutional  majority. 

Respectfully, 

O.  W.  DOWNING, 

Sac.  Senate. 
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'  Hm  KoaMBfMkni  BcMOe  Mil  •ntill^  Ait  «ct ««  aniMiJF  an  &ct 
t9  ingmiKo  Courts  of  Probata  r<Mr  tb^  Bcaki  of  Fldridft,  as  passed  by 
the  House  without  amendment. 

Oniered  to  be  enreiM. 

Mr.  Burritt  moved  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  8ta(4 
9f  the  Cemmonnrealtb^  presented  by  Mr.  Sanderson,  the  Chairman 
Hiereoft  on  the  5th  inst.,  and  the  minorltjr  report  of  M n  Costin,  one 
if  tbe  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Cemnieii\^altb,  and  the  protest 
of  members  of  the  Committee  on  Taxation  and  fteireaue,  presenle# 
on  the  6lh  inst.,  be  expunged  from  the  Journals. 

On  which  the  jeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and 
f  racey,  and  were : 

'  Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Fairbanks, 
Lorimer,  McMiUan,  Mosely,  Priest,  Tracey,  Watts^^ll. 

Nays — Messrs.  Cos(in,  FJoyd,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tabor— ^. 

So  said  motion  was  adopted. 

The  following  was  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  Journals : 

The  undersigned  Senators  from  the  17th  and  10th  Districts,  pro- 
tests  against  the  bill  yesterday  passed  by  the  Senate  entitled,  "  A  bill 
to  bo  entitled  an  act  lo  amend  the  act  to  establish  the  office  of  Re. 
sister  of  Public  Lands  for  the  State  of  Florida,"  in  which  is  the  tol- 
E>wtng  proviso  :  "  Providing  that  the  Register  of  Public  Lands  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  invest  any  of  the  aforesaid  funds  (seminary  and  schfK>l 
funds,)  in  the  stock  or  certificates  of  the  State  of  Florida,  or  to  loan 
(he  same  to  the  State,  on  lawful  interest,  giving  the  said  State  of  Florid' 
da  the  preference  in  all  cases,"  because  the  same  purposes  to  create 
a  State  debt,  and  to  borrow  for  supporting  the  iexpenses  of  State  Gov. 
ernment,  a  fund  sacred  to  the  purposes  of  education  and  solemnly 
pledged  for  that  purpose,  upon  the  uncertain  contingency  of  rep^y. 
ment  by  the  increased  or  decreased  ability  of  the  State  or  the  dispo- 
sition of  future  Legislatures  to  pay  off  debts  which  we  may  create. 

G.  R.  FAIRBANKS, 

Senator  from  17th  Dist. 
JOHN  M.  SMITH, 

Senator  from  10th  Drst«. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  the  vote  on  House  bill  entitled.  An  act 
to  amend  an  act  to  organize  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  Stale  of  Flori. 
da,  had  on  Dec.  dOth  ult.,  was  reconsidered,  and  upon  the  reconsid. 
eration  thereof,  the  bill  was  read  the  first  time  the  rule  waived,  and^ 
the  bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  •*  five"  inr 
line  8,  of  section  1,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  '*  eight." 

Which  was  adopted,  the  rule  waived,  the  bill  read  a  third  time  by 
its  title,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  :■ 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Fairbanks^ 
McMillan.  Moselcy,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Smith,  Tracey — 11. 

Nays — Messrs*  Costin,  Floyd,  Lorimer,  Tabor,  Walts — 5. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  bo  certified  to  the  House* 
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Mr.  F«iflNmlu»  ifom  the  Conitfilte*^  a*  EimUbdUIki,  rfepolRd 
reiolutioa  rdatiTe  to  the  prioting  tht  laws  of  (bii  Slatot  m  oorrtdly 
enrolled. 

Mr.  Avery,  from  a  Select  Committee,  pretested  tke  folbwing  re^ 
port; 

The  Committee  of  Coiiferetice,  appointed  by  the  two  Houtea  upoBi 
tbe  diMgreeiAg  vote  upon  a  bill  from  the  Hoimo  entitled^  ^  An  act  t^ 
define  the  dutica  and  preicribe  the  competiaaiioii.of  Tax  Aateiiom 
and  Collectors  in  this  Stato,"  beg  leavo  to 

RfiPORTi 

that  they  hafe  t^onferred  together,  and  the  result  has  beed,  a  re. 
^ommettdation  that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  to  the 
first  section  of  this  bill — and  that  it  be  recoiil  me  tided  to  each  House 
that  in  lieu  of  the  present  third  section  of  said  hill,  the  two  Houses 
do  pass  the  substitute  herewith  proposed.  All  which  is  respectfutl/ 
submitted.  O.  M.  AVEtlY, 

Chairman  Senate  Committee. 

A.  K.  ALLISO?*, 
Chairman  House  Committe^i 
T.  H.  HAGNER, 
LOUIS  ALDRICHi 

"Which  was  fccelved. 

The  rule  being  waived,  Mr.  Sanderson  was  aJIoweu  fo  move 
that  a  Joint  Committee  be  appointed,  the  House  concurring,  to  con- 
curring, to  confer  together  respecting  the  adjournment  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  to  wait  on  his  excellency  the  Governor,  and  inform 
him  of  the  result  of  their  conference. 

Which  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Sanderson,  Burritt  and  ^air« 
banks  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

The  House  returned  Senate  Resolution  relative  to  the  printing  of 
the  laws  of  the  present  session  by  W.  Bartlett,  as  passed  by  the 
Hotise  without  amendment. 

Ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled,  Ai^  aot  to  organize  the 
County  of  Holmes,  with  an  amendment  of  the  House: 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  enrolled. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  bills,  reported 
i>ill  entitled,  An  act  to  organize  tbe  county  of  Holmes,  as  correctly 
eh  rolled. 

The  House  fefurned  Senate  bill  entitled.  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
td'e  poor  and  destitute,  and  to  guard  against  tbe  accumulation  of  pau- 
perism in  the  county  of  Leon,  with  a  message,  stating  that  the  House 
insisted  upon  its  amendment  thereto. 

The  Senate  adhered  to  its  disagreement. 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  ascertain  the 
humber  of  white  children  between  the  ages  of  G  and  18  years,  and  t<f 
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o6taiQ  information  respectidg  the  common  school  lands^  as  passed  b/ 
the  House  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  2d  and  3d  amendment,  but  rcAjsed  . 
40  concur  in  the  first* 

The  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read ; 
House  of  Repbesentativbs,  January  7th,  1848. 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senate : 

Snt : — The  House  has  indefinitely  postponed  the  Senate  bill  enti-  * 
tied,  **  An  act  regulating  the  fees  oi  Notaries  Public  in  the  State  of 
Florida."  The  House  ^*  adheres**  to  its  disagreement  to  Senate 
amendments  of  House  bill  entitled,  '*  Anact  to  amend  an  act  to  provide 
ibr  the  sale  of  lands  granted  to  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  Internal 
Improvements." 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
'   Clerk  House  of  Representatives* 
The  Senate  receded  from  its  amendment. 

.The  (olio wing  message  from  His  Eicellency  the  Governor  was 
received  and  read : 

ExscuTivB  DxPAitTXEMT,  Jan.  7,  1848. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  c 

The  nomination  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  on  yesterday,  to 
fill  the  office  of  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Calhoun,  having 
been  laid  on  the  table  in  the  House,  J  now  respectfully  nominate 
Taylor  Carraway,  as  Judge  of  Probate  lor  sakl  county,  and  solicit 
your  advjce  and  consent  thereto. 

Vqtj  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 
The  nomination  therein  contained  was  advised  and  consented  to 
by  the  Senate. 
The  following  message  from  the  Hou$e  was  received  an  1  read  s... 
House  of  Rbp&esentatives,  Jan.  8,  1848. 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir: — ^The  House  has  appointed  Messrs.  Taylor,  Bryan,  and  Ross, 
joint  committee  with  similar  committee  of  Senate  respecting  the  ad* 
journment  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  Thomas  L.  Baines  to  con^ 
vey  a  town  lot  in  the  town  of  Quiocy,  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes;, 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  the  questipn  of  its  pauBsage  the  yeas 
and  nays  were: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Austin,  Costin,  McMillan,  Tabor — 4. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burrilt,  Moseley,  Priest, 
Tracey,  Watts— 7. 

So  said  bill  was  lost. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  Hou  se. 
30 
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Resolution  relative  to  James  A.  Battghej,  was  read  the  third  tuner 
aid  passed. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  niaking  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  State  Grorernment  during  the  jear  ending  on  the  3^1  st  daj  of 
October,  A.  D.  1848,  and  to  supply  deficiencies  unpaid  dbrlng  the 
last  fiscal  year, 

Was  read  the  third  time.  Mid  on  the  qpestion  of  its  passage,  the^ 
yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avenr,  Austin^  Costin,  LorimT,, 
McMUllan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Tracey,  Watts-^-lCX 

Nays— None. 

So  said  bill  passed.    Title  at  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 

Resolutions  in  relatioi?  t»  Thompson's  Digest^ 

Were  read  a  second  time.. 

Mr.  Tabor  offered  the  following  amendment  r 

That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  fir^ 
nish  to  each  District  Judge  of  the  CFnited  States  within  this  State, 
and  to  each  of  the  Circuit  and  Probate  Judges  in  this  State,  a  copy^ 
of  Thompson's  Digest. 

Which  was  adopted,  and  the  resolutions  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
ibr  a  third  reading  this  evening. 

The  following  comniunication  was  transmitted  to  his  Excellency 
the  CloTemor : 

Sekatb  Chahbeh,  January  8,  1848^ 
JRU  Excellency  Wjc  D.  Mo8Ei;Er,  Governor: 

Sib  : — £nelosed  herewith  I  forward  to  ypur  Excellency  a  bill  en-- 
titled,  '*  An  act  to-  provide  for  the  election  of  »  Gounty  Site  in  the- 
County  of  Washington)"  and  ar  bill  entitled,  *'  An  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  aH  act  to  organize  Courts  of  Probate  fbr  the  State  of  Flo* 
rida,"  which  said  billa  have- passed  both  Houses  of  the  General  As<- 
senbly,  and  have  been  signed  by  the  presiding  officers^  thereof 

Very  respectflilly,. 

€.  W.  DOWNINCr, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate.. 

House  bill  entitled,  An  act  making  appropriations  fbr  the  expenses 
of  the  third  General  Assembly,  and  for  other  purposes, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  time  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Taxation  and  Revenue. 

The  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read  :: 
House  Repsesbntatives,  January  &,  1848^ 
Hon,  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sib  : — House  has  concurred  in  the  report  of  joint  conference  com* 
mittee  upon  '*  bill  relative  to  th '  compensation  and  duties  of  Tax> 
Assessors  and  Collectors,"  and  have  added  as  section  third  of  said 
hill  accompanying  substitute. 

In  whieh  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  Senate. 

Very  Respectfuiry, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 

Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 
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Tho  Senate  refased  to  concur  in  said  report,  and  on  motion  Mescra. 
Fairbanks^  McMillan,  and  Smith  were  appointed  a  committee  of  free 
conference  to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of  th^ 
Slouse  on  said  subject. 

House  Preamble  and  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  relative  to  the 
•costs  of  Prosectitions  In  cases  of  Assault  and  Balterji  Trespass  and 
Libel, 

Was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  that  the  rule  be  waived,  and  said  bill  be  read  a 
aecond  time. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

The  Senate  refused  to  read  said  bill  a  second  time  on  to-morrow. 

House  resolution  relative  to  publishing  amendments  to  the  Con- 
ttitution,  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  and 
third  time,  and  ^assei. 

The  House- returned  Senate  bill  entitled,  An  Act  to  change  the 
names  of  certain  persons  therein  named,  as  passed  bj  the  House 
without  amendment. 

•Ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  Suwannee  river,  as  passed  bj  the  House  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  House,  by  in- 
aerting  the  words  "  and  Wacissa,'*  after  the  word  "  Ockiockney,"  in 
line  8  of  1st  amendment  of  House* 

Which  motion  wa«  lost. 

On  the  question  of  concurring  in  the  amendments  of  the  House^ 
ihe  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and  McMillan^ 
and  were.: 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Fairbanks,  Lori- 
roer,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Sanderson,  Traeey,  Watts — 10. 

Nays — Messrs.  Austin,  Costin,  Floyd,  Smith — 4. 

So  the  amendments  of  the  House  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
•ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

On  motion,  the  Senato  iodc  a  recess  until  3.o*clock.* 


3  o'clock,   p.  X. 

House  l)in  entitled.  An  act  to  so  amend  the  9th  clause  of  the  5th 
article  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  to  the  qualified  voters  in  each 
GOttnty  in  this  Stale  the  right  ef  electing  the  Judge  of  Probate, 

Was  read  the  first  time  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Fai  banks,  from  the  Committee  on  enrolled  bills,  reported  (ho 
fo}k>wing  bills  and  resolution^as  correctly  enrolled,  viz: 

.Bill  entitled.  An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Suwannee 
river; 

Bill  entitled,  An  act  to  change  tho  names  of  certain  persons  therein 
named; 
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Resplutioii  in  relation  to  the  printing  the  laws  of  the  present  aes* 
won  ; 

'  The  following  communication  was  transmitted  to  his  Excellencj 
the  Governor: 

Senate  ChambbB}  January  8,  1848* 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida : 

'  8iR  : — I  herewith  transmit  for  your  consideration  the  following 
bills,  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  and  signed 
by  the  presiding  officers  thereof,  viz : 
*  Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  organize  the  County  of  Holmes; 

Bill  to  be  entitled,  An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Suwan- 
nee river ; 

Also,  Resolution  in  relation  to  the  printing  of  the  laws  of  the  pres- 
ent session ; 

Also,  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  change  the  names  of  certain  persona 
therein  named. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  W.  DOWNING, 

Secretary  Senate. 

The  House  returned  Senate  Resolution  in  relation  to  James  A. 
JBaughey,  as  passed  by  the  House  without  amendment. 

Ordered  lo  be  enrolled. 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled,  An  act  to  ascertain  the 
number  of  white  children  between  the  ages  of  6  and  18  years,  and 
to  obtain  information  respectino^  the  common  school  lands,  with  a 
message  stating  that  the  House  had  receded  from  its  amendment. 

Ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  the  sev- 
eral  acts  to  raise  a  revenue  for  this  Slate,  approved  July  24,  18459 
and  Dec.  27,  1845,  as  passed  by  the  House  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  moved  that  the  amendment  of  the  House  be 
amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "  ten,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  "Iwcniy,"  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by 
Messrs.  Tracer  and  Priest,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Coslin,  Fairbanks^ 
Floyd,  McMillan,  Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Tabor,  Tracey — 12." 

Nays — Messrs.  Lorimer  and  Watts — 2. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

House  resolution  authorizing  the  Comptroller  to  rent  out  the 
basement  rooms  of  the  Capitol,  drc, 

Was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  second  and  third 
time  by  tide,  and  passed. 

Engrossed  resolutions  in  relation  to  Thompson's  Digest,  were  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  rule  being  waived,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burritt,  the  vote  bad 
this  morning  on  House  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  authorize  Thomas  L. 
Haines  to  convey  a  town  lot  in  the  town  of  Quincy,  Florida^  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  reconsidered,  and  upon  the  reconsideration 
thereof,  the  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  the  rule  waived,  read  a  te« 
cond  time. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


23T 

Mr.  Bmrcilt  vflTerecl  an  Mfiendnieiiti  which  wa«  ailopted,  the  rule 
-waiVedy  the  bill  read  a  third  time  hy  iU  titles  aad  on  Ihe  question  of 
i^.pataage,  ihe  yea«  and  nayn  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Burritt,  Coatiii, 
Fairbanks,  Lorimer,  McMillan,  MoBoley,  Priest,  Sandefton,  Scilith, 
Tabor,  Tracey,  WalU— 15- 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  aB  stated. 

Ordered  that  the  tame  be  certified  to  the  House* 

Mr.  SandenioB,  from  a  Select  Comoiittoe,  |i£esen(ed  tha  Mowing 
report : 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  appointed  to  confer  upon  the  subject 
of  adjournment  of  the  present  General  Assembly,  have  discharged 
that  duty,  and 

REPORT: 

That  after  having  conferred  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  the  Hou^  and  Enrolling  Clerks,  find  that  there  are  but  eight 
orders  remaining  to  be  acted  upon,  and  then  waited  upon  his  Bxoei- 
lency  and  informed  him  of  the  slate  of  the  business  of  the  General 
Assembly.  His  Excellency  then  informed  the  commiliee  that  bo 
would  be  ready  for  the  adjournment  at  any  hour  the  General  Asaem* 
biy  shall  determine  upon*     Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that 

the  present  General  Assembly  adjourn  sine  die,  this  evening  at 

o'clock. 

J.  P.  SANDERSON, 
Chairman  Senate  Committee. 

JOSHUA  TAYLOR, 
Chairman  House  Committee. 

Which  was  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  a  Select  Committee,  presented  the  following 
report: 

The  Committees  of  free  conference  appointed  by  the  two  Houses 
upon  the  the  disagreeing  votes  thereof  upon  the  bill  to  be  entitled, 
*'  An  act  to  define  the  duties  and  prescribe  the  conr>peasation  of  the 
tax  Assessors  and  Collectors  of  this  State,"  beg  leave  to 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  conferred  together  and  have  agreed  to  recotmnend 
to  the  two  Houses  the  passage  of  the  bill  herewith  reported,  as  amend- 
ed.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  R.  FAIRBANKS, 
Chairman  Senate  Committee. 

A.  K.  ALLISOxV, 
Chairman  House  Committee. 
Which  was  received,  and  on  the  question  of  concurring  in  said 
report  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Floyd  and  Priest, 
and  were : 
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TeM — Mdisra.  AiPeir,  AnsHn^  Borritt,  FWirbtnkii,  M^MMaii,  Bfote» 
lay.  Priest,  SaMder80ii,*Watti-*9. 

Nays — Mr.  Presideat,  Messrs.  Costin,  Floyd,  Lorimer,  Smttb,  Ta« 


So  said  report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  the  Comaiittee  on  Taxation  and  Retenue, 
presented  die  iellowing  report  *. 

The  Commiilee  on  Taxation  and  Rerenne  to  whom  was  referred 
«  bill  to  be  entitled,  ^  An  act  making  appropriation  to  defray  the  ex* 
penses  of  the  third  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and 
for  other  purpose^'' 

REPORT: 

That  they  recommend  that  the  first  section  be  amended  by  inserting 
AS  follows : 

John  Costin,  number  of  miles  1400,  $140 — No.  of  days  46 — per 
diem  $144.    Total  $264.- 

And  that  Francis  Arnou  receive  compensation  for  48  days^  per 
diem  •144-^Mileage,  250  miles,  $35.00.     ToUl,  VlOO* 

And  that  Stephen  Richards  receive  compensation  for  4  dajSi  912, 
And  260  miles,  $25.00.     Total,  $37.00. 

And  that  Cha's.  W.  Downing  receiTe  $5  per  day,  48  days,  $240* 

G.  R.  FAIRBANKS. 
S.  L.  BURRITT. 
J.  M.  SMITH. 

J.  P.  Sanderson  dissents  from  so  much  of  the  above  report  as  pro- 
poses to  pay  the  Secretary  and  Clerk  five  dollars  per  day. 

Which  was  received,  and  the  three  first  amendments  therein  pro* 
posed  were  concurred  in. 

The  Senate  refused  to  concur  in  the  4th  amendment. 

Mr.  Avery  moved  to  strike  out  "  $5"  in  Mid  amendment. 

Which  was  carried. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  insert «"  $6." 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Avery  mored  to  insert ''  $4." 

Which  was  carried^ 

Mr^  Avery  moved  to  amend  said  bill  by  striking  out  ^  $240"  after 
Mr.  W.  B.  Lancaster'^  name  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  **  $192." 

Which  was  carried. 

A  motion  being  made  to  waive  the  rule,  and  read  said  bill  a  third 
lime,  it  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fairbanks,  the  vote  reAising  to  waive  the  rule  to 
read  said  bill  a  third  time,  was  reconsidered,  and  on  the  reconsidera- 
iion  thereof,  the  rule  being  wai  ed,  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  t>y 
its  title,  and  on  the  question  of  ita  passage  the  yeas  and  nays  were : 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Burritt,  Lorlmer,  McMillan, 
Moseley,  Priest,  Sanderson,  Tabor,  Tracey— 10. 

Nays — Messrs.  Austin,  Floyd,  Smith — 3. 

J9o  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 
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Oiietei  (tax  ikdMitta  ha  eerttlM  to.tli*  BoiM. 
Mr*  FairbaQki,  from  the  Coomiittee  on  Enrolled  Bill%  cepeHed 
bill  entitled,  An  act  to  ascertain  the  number  of  white  children  be^ 
tween  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  years,  and  to  obtain  informatien 
lespecttng  the  common  ■cfaooT  lands*  a«  correcUjr  enrolled. 
The  iollowiog  message  from  the  House  was  received  aad  read  r 
Hotrec  RvFBssBia'ATrrjBs,  haumrj  8,  1848. 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sn : — The  House  has  eoncorrdd  in  the  repoft  of  committee  of 
free  conference  on  within,  blU. 

Very  respeetfollj, 

W*  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  House  AepresenlntlTes^    ' 
House  bill  entitled.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Baoker, 
Was  read  the  first  time,  the  mle  waived,  read  a  second  and  third 
time  hj  its  title,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  jeas  and 
najs  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Avery,  Costin,  Fairbanks,  Fkyd, 
Lorimer,  McMillan,  Priest,  Smith,  Tracey — 10* 
Nays«^Messrs.  Austin  and  Moseley^>2« 
So  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  certified  to  the  House. 
The  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read* 
Hovsn  RBPnnsBNTATivxs,  January  .8,  1848« 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sib  : — The  House  has  concurred  in  Senate  amendmentnio  Honse 
bill  "*  relative  to  Thomas  L.  Baines." 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Qerk  House  Representativea. ' 
The  HouM  returned  Senate  resolutions  in  relation  to  Thompson'* 
Digest,  with  a  message  slating  that  the  same  had  been  lost  in  the 
House. 

The  following  cominunieatioa  was  transmitted  to  his  Excellenoy 
Ae  Governor ; 

SxKAra  C&AjfBBB,  Xanoary  8, 1848. 
Jb  his  Excelleney  the  Gooemor  : 

Sib  : — ^I  herewith  transmit  for  your  consideration  the  following 
hill,  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  signed 
by  the  presiding  oflicers  thereof  via  i 

Bill  entitled,  "  An  act  to  ascertain  the  number  of  white  chiklrenp 
between  the  ages  o(  six  and  eighteen  years,  and  to  obtain  infor^ 
nation  respecting  the  common  school  lands.*'  ^ 
Also,  "Resolution  relative  to  James  A.  Baugbey/' 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING, 
Secretary  Senate* 
The  House  returned  Senate  bill  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  the  se  v* 
eral  acts  to  raise  a  revenue  for  this  State,  i^pproved  July  24»  18i5y 
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and  December  27,  1845,  with  A  memg«  ttetta^that  (be  tt^nne  bid 
oowourred  in  tbe  amendinent  of  the  Senacte  to  Uoutid  amendmeiit  to 
•aid  bin. 

Ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  following  message  from  His  Exeellenejr  the  €rOvemor  was 
received  aiid  read : 

ExBOimvE  DarAmTXEiTT,  Januarj  8,  1848. 
CrerUlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  RepreserOeUiDes : 

I  have  (he  honor  (o  soIici(  your  advice  and  consent  (o  the  follow* 
ing  nominations : 

James  Gibson  and  'Flos.  Preston,  as  Tobacco  Inspec(ors,  and 
AnsMi  Hancock  and  WiHiam  A.  Woods,  as  Port  Warden,  for  (he 
County  of  Franklin. 

Very  respedfcrily, 

W.  D*  MOSELEY. 

The  nomina(ions  therein  contained  were  advised  and  consented  to 
by  the  Senate. 

Also  the  following  i 

ExHcurnrfi  DBPAR-ntEirr,  January  7,  1848^. 
Gentlemen  of  the /Senate  and  of  the  HoHSfi  of  Representaiwes  : 

I  have  approved  the'fbllowing  Acts  and  Resolutions,  to  wit : 

An  act  toametid  (he  Criminal  Laws  of  force  in  this  Sta(e. 

Ah  aet  to  make  valid  the  proceedings W  Sundry  persons  commis- 
sioned as  Justices  of  (he  Peace  of  (his  State. 

An  act  relative  to  Judges  of  Probate,  Couhfy  Commissioners  and 
Sherifis. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in  the 
Middle  Circuit* 

An  aet  (o  provide  for  the  location  of  the  county  site  of  Calhoun 
cottnty. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  C.  Johnston  and  Harman  High. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  McRaeny  and  Alfred  A.  Fisher. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  A.  Shine  and  Joseph  A.  Edmond- 
son. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  Public  Lands,  and  to  grant 
pre-emption  rights  in  certain  cases. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a  county  site  in  the  county  of 
Washington. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  organize  Courts  of  Pro. 
bate  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Mary  E.  Lodbetter,  of  Calhoun 
county,  to  that  of  Mary  E.  Doles. 

An  act  to  regulate  and  define  the  duties  of  the  County  Commis- 
sioners  in  Calhoun  county. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  collecting  officers  in  certain  cases. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wip.  J.  Armistead. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  H.  W.  Andrews  and  others. 

An  act  to  authorize  Judges  of  Probates  to  apj^int  Guardians  for 
Free  Negroes. 
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An  «et  \o  empower  Robert  H.  fiaH,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  matt* 
agement  of  his  own  estate. 

An  act  proTidinff  compensation  to  be  paid  L.  A.  Thompson. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  qualifications,  and  to  prescribe  the  duties 
4>f  Clerks,  &c.,  elected  on  Ist  Monday,  in  October,  1847. 

An  act  to  change  the  names  of  certain  persons  therein  named. 

An  act  to  organize  the  county  of  Holmes. 

iVeamble  and  Resolutions  requesting  our  members  in  Congress 
to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  Fuldle 
Lands  in  this  State. 

Resolutions  relative  to  the  payment  of  Capt.  William  H.  Payne's 
Company. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  United  States  Land  0£> 
&e  from  Newnansville  to  Ocala. 

Resolutions  in  regard  to  lands  which  have  reverted  back  to  the 
XSeneral  Government  under  the  **  Armed  Occupation  Act,"  and  ia 
regard  to  the  eight  sections  of  land  granted  to  Florida  forxhe  fixing 
of  a  seat  of  Government. 

B^esolutions  requesting  the  Senators  and  Representative  of  Florida 
In  Congress  to  pr4>cure  copies  of  all  the  surveys  and  reports  made 
thereon,  of  Canal  and  Rail  Road  Routes  in  Florida,  by  the  United 
States  Government  for  the  use  of  this  State. 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  asking  Congress  to  provide  lands  for 
the  inhabitants  of  certain  townships  for  the  support  of  Public  Schools. 

Resolution  in  relation  to  printing  1000  copies  House,  and  Senata 
Bills  for  the  establishment  of  Common  Schools. 

Resolution  in  relation  to  printing  the  laws  of  the  present  session. . 
Very  respectfully,  W.  j).  MOSELEY, 

Also  the  following : 

ExECUTivs  DRPiiRTHBNT,  January  8.  1848^ 
GenUemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  have  approved  the  following  acts  and  resolutions,  to  wit : 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  limitations  of  Actions. 

An  apt  to  amend  an  act  to  organize  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the 
State  ofTlorida. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  a  tariff  of  feeHi 
approved  Jan.  6, 1847. 

An  act  to  ascertain  the  number  of  white  children  between  the 
4^;e8  of  6  to  18  years,  and  to  obtain  information  respecting  the  Com- 
mon School  Lands. 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  estab- 
lish a  tarifiTof  fees,  approved  February  15,  1834,  and  which  was  ap- 
proved Dec  2.7,  1845. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  4)ayment  of  Jurors  and  State  Witnesses. 

Resolution  in  relation  to  James  A.  Baughey. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

Mr.  Fairbanks,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  bills,  reported 
hWl  entitled.  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  to  raise  a  revenue  for 
this  State,  approved  July  24,  1845,  and  Dec.  27, 1845,  as  cornectjj 
^enrolled. 
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lEJho  fQUo^iog  coomHHMCiktioa  was  Itmmmittad  to  Ui  EicMU^oqr 
Ae  Governor ; 

Btfif ATte  Chaxbxb,  January  Mb,  184^. 
tfi  Sis  ExedLs&iy  the  Governor  of  Florida : 

Sib  :— 4  herewith,  transmit  for  your  consideration  the  bill  entUla^* 
"  An  act  (0  amend  the  several  acts  to  raise  a:  rei^enDe  lor  this  3U^» 
approved  July  24,  1845,  and  Dec.  27,  1845,"  passed  by  the  twor 
Houses  of  the  General  i^essemblj  and  signed  bjr  tbe  pnesiding  offioers^ 
thereoC  .  Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING, 
Secretary  SejoAtO. 
Oh  niotiott  the  ^nate  took  a  recisss  until  6^  o'clock. 
9i  O^CLOCK  p.  u* 

'the  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read  : 
HotJSB  OF  RxpBssBNT^TTTBS^  Jan.  8,  1849. 
ShnorMe  President  of  the  Senate : 

8iB :  The  House  has  concurred  in  first  Senate  amendment  to  Housa 
biD  entitled,  *'  An  act  making  appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of^ 
A^  third  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,^ also  in  the  second  and  third.     I'bey  refuse  to  concur  in  the' 
4th  amendment  relative  to  the  pay  of  Chief  Clerk  of  House. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  F;  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  Ho.  Rep. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Lorimer,  the  vote  had  tHis  day  on  the  questions 
of  the  per  diem  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  was  reconsidered, 
and  upon  the  reconsideration  thereof, 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  that  the  per  diem  of  the  SectetaryHbe  #5,  and' 
that  the  appropriation  bill  be  so  amended  as  to  insert  '*  $240"  in- 
lieu  of  ^#192,^  as  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  for 
his  services  during  the  present  session. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Austin  anc^ 
Floyd,  and  were : 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Burritt,  Costin,  Floyd,  Lorimer,-^ 
Moseley,  Senderson,  Smith,  Tabor,  Tracey — 10. 
Nays — Messrs.  Avery,  Austin,  Watts — 3. 
So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  receded  from  its  amendment  of  said  bill  relative  (a* 
the  per  diem  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  following  message  from  the  House  was  received  and  read : 
House  Representativbsj  January  8,  1848. 
JtonorMe  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir  : — The  House  has  concurred  in  Senate  amendments  to  House' 
bill  entitled,  **  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  the 
third  General  Assembly^  and  for  other  purposes." 

Very  respectfully,* 

W.  B.  LANCASTER, 
Clerk  House  Representatives. 
'Die  following  commtmication  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
was  received  and  read : 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 
I  have  approved  the  following  act,  to  wit : 

An  act  fdaking  appropriation  to  defray  the  expeit»€(8  cf  the  thti^ 
benend  Assemblj  of  tde  State  of  Florida,  and  for  other  purpotea . 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY, 
Also  the  followid^ : 

EtiiccTivB  'DBPAXT1EE19T,  J«Duary  8,  1848. 
Gentlemen  oj  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  / 
I  have  approved  the  following^  A(5ti  and  Resolutfona,  to  wit  5 
Ao  act  to  improTe  the  navigation  of  the  Suwannee  River. 
Resolution  in  relation  io  t€ni\fkg  Basement  Rooms  of  Capitol. 
An  act  to  aniend  art  act  to  establish  thci  o^e  of  Register  of  Pablld 
'  Lands  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

Resolution  requiring  publication  of  amendments  to  the  Const  itatioQ. 
An  act  to  define  the  duties  and  prescribe  the  compensation  oi  TtJt 
Assessors  and  Collectors. 

An  act  to  aothoriae  T.  L.  Baines  to  convey  a  town  lot  in  the  town 
of  Quincy>  ^»^ 

An  act  making  appropriations  in  part  for  the  support  of  the  State 
Government  during  the  year  ending  dlst  day  of  October,  1848,  and 
to  supply  deficiencies  unpaid  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 

An  act  to  antend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  fA  lands  granted  tor . 
Ihe  State  for  the  purpose  of  Internal  Improvement. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

Also  the  following : 

Executive  Dsi^ARTjkfBNT,  January  8,  1848. 
Gentlemen  of  ihe  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 
I  have  approved  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  to  raise  a  Reve. 
Hue  for  this  State,  approved  July  24,  1845,  and  December  27, 1845. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 
Also  the  following  i 

ExECuitvit  Dbfastment,  January  8,  1848.   ' 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  of  ihe  House  of  Representatives : 
The  following  Acts  and  Resolutions  have  not  been  signed  by  nxe, 
W  have,  nevertheless,  become  the  law  of  the  land  under  the  follow^ 
ing  clause  of  the  16th  secUon  of  the  3d  arti^cle  of  the  Constitution  of 
this  State,  viz:  **  And  if  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Gov. 
hnor  within  five  days  (Sundays  excepted,)  af^er  it  shall  have  been 
presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  be 
had  signed  it.^' 

An  act  to  make  the  certificates  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  re* 
ceivable  in  payment  of  all  public  dues ; 

An  act  relative  to  the  duties  and  compensaticn  of  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General  of  this  State ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


344 

R0ieluiioB»  rekOife  to  tW  ^otooiiAsioiiiag  bj  Ae  Goreraor  of  Jut. 
ticM  of  the  Peace ; 

Resolution  in  relalioa  to  Major  Wm.  W.  Loriog  and  Lieut.  M* 
C.  Marin ; 

HViemorlal  and  reaohition  of  the  Geaeral  AmetMy  of  the  State  of 
Florida  to  the  Preaident,  Post  Master  General,  and  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  on  the  sut^ect  of  a  mail  route  therein  mentioned. 

Very  respect fullj, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

The  following  eomcnuQtcfttion  from  the  House  was  received  and 
read : 

HoFSK  RBFRSBS7«TATivB8t  January  6, 1848. 
Honorable  PrestdetU  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  : — The  House  has  appointed  Messrs.  Hagner,  Forward,  and 
A.  E.  Maxwell  a  committee  on  part  of  the  Houge,  to  act  with  a  sim* 
ilar  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Gorernor 
and  Inform  him  that  both  Houses  are  now  ready  to  adjourn,  and  to 
enquire  if  his  Excellency  has  any  further  communication  to  make  to 
the  Geaeral  Assembly.  Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER,  Clerk  Ho.  Reps. 

Messrs.  Fiiirbanks,  Burritt,  and  Avery  was  appointed  a  similar 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  which  committee  reported  that 
ther  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  that  his  Excellent 
had  no  further  communication  to  make. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Traoey,  and  McMillan,  were  ap. 
pointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  House  and  inform  that  body 
that  the  Senate  was  now  ready  to  adjourn  sine  die,  which  committee 
reported  that  they  had  performed  that  duty. 

A  committee  from  the  House  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House 
was  ready  to  adiourn  sine  die.  ' 

Mr.  Tracey  having  assumed  the  Chair,  Mr.  Fairbanks  offered  the 
following : 

Resofred,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  tendered  to  the  Hon. 
Daniel  G.  McLean,  for  the  courteous  and  impartial  manner  in  which 
he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  presiding  officer  of  this  body  at  its 
present  session. 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  President,  on  resuming  the  Chair,  returned  the  Senate  his 
thanks  in  a  very  able  and  eloquent  address  for  the  flattering  terms 
with  which  they  had  been  pleased  to  regard  him  in  the  discharge  of 
hia  duties  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Avery  offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  are  due,  and  they  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  Secretary,  Assistant  Secretary,  Enrolling 
Clerk,  Messenger,  and  Sergeant-at-arms,  for  the  prompt  and  efficient 
discharge  of  their  several  duties. 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Qto  motion,  the  Senate  acyourned  sine  die. 

Attest,  C.  W.  DOWNING, 

Secretary  of  the  SenaU.. 
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APPENBIX, 


DOCUMENTS 

ACCOMPANYING  THt 

GOVERNOR'S   MESSAGE. 


COMPTROLLER'S  REPORT. 


CoatPTROLLER's   OfFICE,  } 

Tallahassee,  November  1,  1847.      ^ 
1*0  his  Excellency  W.  D.  Moseley, 

Governor  of  Florida : 
Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annual  Report^ 
shewing  the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  3l9t 
October,  1847. 

Very  respectfully, 

Youir  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BEMIS,  Comptroller. 


Treasury  Department,  ^ 

Comptroller's  Office,  Tallahassee,  Nov.  1,  1847.  I 
To  his  Excellency  William  D.  Moseley, 

Governor  of  Florida : 
Sir  : — In  obedience  to  the  requisition  of  the  law,  I  submit  to  you 
the  following  statement  of  the  disburseotients  and  receipts  at  the  Treas- 
ury, for  the  fiscal  year  which  closed  on  the  31st  day  of  October,  1847. 
The  amountof  Wari*ants  drawn  on  the  Treasury  for  the 
year,  .....  $52,787  4G 

Legislative  Department. 
Pay  of  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  Clerks,  and 
other  officers,         .  .  .  10,866  40 

Printing  for  the  Session^         -  -  2,847  82 

Contingent  Expenses,  wood,  stationery,  &c.,         339  06 


Execxxtive  Department, 
Salary  of  officers,         ... 

Judiciary  Department. 
Salary  of  4  Judges,  Attorney  General  and 
Solicitors,  ... 

Militia, 
Salary  of  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 

Printing  Laws, 
Printing  Laws  6c  Reports  of  Supreme  Court, 


$13,553 

28 

4,200 

00 

I 

9,300  00 

500  00 

936 

85 
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Census, 

Amount  due  for  takfng  census  1845, 

800  46^ 

Supreme  Court. 

Fees  and  per  diem  of  Clerk, 

222  44 

Per  diem  of  Sheriff  and  Servant  hire. 

157  5a 

Contingent  expenses,           ... 

286  32 

•666  26 
Prosecuting  Banks. 
Solicitor's  fee  for  forfeiting  charter  Pensacola 

Bank,  .  .  .  -  50  00 

Revenue  Refunded. 
Ara't  refunded  ner  act  General  Assembly,  i& 

heirs  of  N.  Brush,        -  .  -  198  94 

St.  Joseph^s  Contention. 
Am't  paid  B.  Smith,  per  act  of  Creneral  As« 
sembly  1846,  ...  327  24 

Criminal  Prosecutions. 
Eastern  Circuit,  .  .  .  4,414  62 

Southern     **  -  .  .  1,195  69- 

Middle        "      .  .  .  .  5,980  47 

Western     •*  .  .  .  3,442  77 


•15,033  55 
Contingent  Expenses  Courts. 
Record  Books,  pay  of  Bailifis,  Room  rent, 
Stationery,  &c.,  &c.,  •  •  3,027  93 

Contingent  Fund. 
Sundry  disbursements  by  order  of  Governor,      1,432  62 
Advanced  to  United  States,        -  •         1,250  00 

Expense  and  pay  of  Commissioners  appoint* 
ed  to  settle  the  boundary  lines  between 
Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Florkla,        •  1,212  00 


•3,894  62 

•52,787  46 

RECEIPTS. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  fiscal 
year  1847,  as  per  Treasurer's  receipts  filed 

in  this  office,  amount  to 

45,357  Ca 

From  revenue  due  for  1845, 

1,879  52 

"           "     "   1846, 

33,166  20 

"          «     «   1847, 

6,589  30 

'*     Fines  and  forfeitures. 

618  66 

'*     Licenses,            .... 

716  00 

**     Auction  Tax,      .... 

1,166  87 

*^    This  amount  refunded  by  the  United 

States, 

1,161  05 

"     Sales  of  articles  purchased  for  Com- 

missioners  of  boundary  lines, 

60  00 

•45,357  60 
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Bj  a  reference  to  the  expenditures  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  no  material 
i3ifierence  will  be  found  in  the  expenses  of  the  State,  except  in  the 
item  of  criminal  prosecutions,  which  in  1846  amounted  to  $8,362  31, 
but  which  have  cost  the  State  for  the  present  year  the  sum  of  $15,033  55 
— to  which  add  the  contingent  expenses  of  Courts,  $3,027  93,  making 
the  amount  paid  for  criminal  prosecutions  and  expenses  of  Courts, 
$18,061  48 — being  an  increasfe  over  the  expenditures  of  1846,  of 
nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars  and  seventeen 
cents,  and  exceeding  the  entire  expenses  of  the  Legislative  Depart- 
ment, $4,508  20. 

By  reference  to  the  accompanying  exhibit,  (marked  A,)  it  will  be 
teen  that  in  some  of  the  counties  the  expenses  of  criminal  prosecu- 
tions exceed  the  amount  of  taxes  assessed  therein. 
The  amount  of  certificates  outstanding  Ist  November,  1846,  as  per 

last  report,  ....  27,597  28 

Amount  certificates  issued  for  the  fiscal  year,  ending  31  st 

October,  1847,  ....  52,787  4() 


80,384  74 
Less  this  amount  paid  into  Treasury,        -  -  45,357  6(» 


Amount  outstanding^  liabilities,  •  -  $35,027  14 

The  taxes  assessed  for  1847  amount  to         $51,731  64 
From  which  the  Treasurer  has  received  6,589  80 


45,142  54 


|)educt  probable  allowances  of  County  Com- 
missioners for  collecting,  assessing,  insol- 
vencies and  overcharges,  -  9,000  00 

Due  for  the  taxes  of  1847,  and  payable  22d 

instant,  -  -  -  $36,142  54 

Amount  still  due  for  1846,  -  -  3,480  30 

$39,622  84 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  sum  of  thirty-nine  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  dollars  and  eighty-four  cents,  is  due  for  taxes,  and 
which  will  all  be  duo  on  the  22d  November;  and  if  promptly  paid 
will  be  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  entire  amount 
of  outstanding  liabilities. 

N.  P.  BEMIS, 
CompirolUr, 


Office  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  ) 
Tallahassee,  Nov.  1,  1847.      I 
To  his  Excellency  W.  D.  Moseley, 

Governor  of  Florida : 
Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  present  you  a  statement  of  my 
account,  as  Auditor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  31st  October,  1847. 
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AmH  Territorial  Warrants  outstanding  as  per  last  report,  $16,922  67 
Issued  since  that  time,  ,  .  .  . 


52  50 


Total  amount  issued, 
Bj  this  amount  paid  to  Buckinghan^  Smith, 
by  a  Warrant  on  the  Sti^te  Treasury,  per 
act  of  General  Assembly  last  session. 
This  amount  received  on  ac't  lines  f^nd  for- 
feitures due  Territory,  .  -r 


Liabilities  of  the  Territory,  r  816,184  57 

N.  P.  BEMJS,  Comptroller. 


• 

$16,975  17 

327  24 

463 

30 

790  60 

Exhibit  A. 


Account  expense  Criminal  Prosecutions,  and  expense  of 
Courts  in  the  several  Counties. 


Escambia  County, 
Santa  Rosa     " 

Walton 

«( 

Washington 
Jackson 

Calhoun 

«( 

Franklin 

i( 

Gadsden 

«( 

Leon 

«( 

Wakulla 

u 

Jefferson 

ill  ad  1  son 
Hamilton 

M 

Columbia 

it 

Alachua 
Marion 

(i 

Duval 

«( 

St.  Johns 

«• 

Nassau 

t( 

Monroe 

«i 

Orange 
ifillsborough 

HAnrnn 

t( 

3t.  Lucie 


am't.  taxes    am*t.  p'd.  Foa 

ASSESSED.  CRIM.  PROS. 


»2,479  56 

«1,116  95 

906  38 

860  21 

501  36 

449  89 

540  08 

185  50 

3,085  14 

627  56 

404  44 

135  00 

5,ai8  05 

1,118  95 

5,208  26 

3,232  97 

10,565  87 

1,430  70 

1,547  28 

654  73 

3,637  89 

446  52 

,  2,346  07 

478  16 

758  14 

486  33 

1,467  09 

623  59 

2,384  68 

1,184  37 

1,194  78 

911  83 

2,119  04 

1,279  35 

2,894  45 

954  69 

932  10 

75  50 

1,347  18 

647  27 

712  74 

169  93 

366  72 

522  43 

255  68 

458  98 

305  39 

«51,731  84 

$18,061  4(J 

Digitized  by 


Google 


5 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Treasuker's  Office,  , 
Tallahassee,  Nov.  18,  1847. 
To  bis  Excellency  W.  D.  Moseley, 

Chvemor  of  Florida : 
Sir: — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  hand  you  a  condensed  state. 
ment  of  my  account  as  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  the  Fiscal  year, 
1847,  (marked  A.)  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  there  have  been  re. 
ceived  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  year,  from  all  sources  of  revenue, 
forty.four  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty.six  dollars  and  fifty.five 
cents,  ($44,136  55,)  and  that  twelve  hundred  and  twenty.one  dollars 
and  five  cents,  ($1221  05)  have  been  refunded  to  the  Treasury,  for 
money  temporarily  advanced  out  of  the  Contingent  Fund — maiiing 
the  amount  received  during  the  year  forty.fi ve  thousand  three  hundred 
and  fifty.seven  dollars  and  sixty  cents,  ($45,357  60,)— to  which  add 
five  thousand  and  seven  hundred  and  twcnty.eight  dollars  and  ninety 
cents,  remaining  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1846, 
makes  the  amount  of  851,086  50,  from  which  deduct  $47,303  40,  the 
payments  out  of  the  Treasury  for  1847,  leaves  a  balance  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1847,  of  $3,755  10.  I  also 
band  you  my  account  with  the  Tallahassee  Fund,  (marked  B.)  The 
resources  of  this  fund  are  nearly  exhausted,  except  the  donation  from 
Coniijress  of  Eight  Sections  of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  Seat 
of  Government  of  the  State.  This  land  has  to  be  located  before  it 
can  be  made  available  fi)r  the  payment  of  the  demands  against  the 
fund.  I  would  recommend  that  a  law  be  passed  to  authorize  the 
Treasurer  and  Commissioner  to  sell  the  right  of  locating  this  land,  as 
it  would  enable  him  to  make  a  speedy  and  final  settlement  of  this  fund, 
and  give  to  the  creditors  their  money  that  has  been  so  long  due  them. 
Respectfully  your  Ob't.  Serv't., 

BENJAMIN  BYRD,  Stale  Treasurer. 


(A.)    The  State  of  Florida,  in  Account  Current  with  Benjaki!! 
BvRD,    Treasurer. 

TS4T.  Dr7  '  ^"^ 

Nov.   1 — To  cash  paid  on  Treasury  Certificates  dur- 

ing  the  Fiscal  year  1847,  $47,308  40 

Balance  of  Cask  in  the  Treasury  this  day,         3,755  10 


$51,086  50 


1846.  Ch- 

Not.  1— By  cash  on  hand  this  day,  in  the  Treasury,        $5,728  90 
**     •*     rec'd  on  Auction  Tax  for 

'  1846,  378  53 

"       "  Fines  and  Forfei- 
tures for  1847,  618  66 
"       "  Pedlar's  Licenses 

for  1817,  156  75 


it     (( 
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«     a      a      a  Retailer!    of  Li- 

quors  for  1847,  336  00 

«     "      "      "  Revenue  for  1845,     1879  52—  3,869  51 

»(     it       u      u  Licenses  on  Sun- 
dries for  1847,  223  35 

"     «      «      «  Auction  Tax  for 

1847  788  29 

u     «t      u      "  Revenue  for  1847,   6,589  30 

"     "       ••       "       "         "   1846,  33,166  20—40,767  04 

"  "  "  from  the  United  States, 
on  account  of  money  advanced 
on  the  Arms,  as  general  aver- 
age, by  the  brig  Gen.  Wilson, 
wrecked  on  her  passage  from 
New  York  to  St.  Marks,  in  Oc- 
tober,  1846,  1161  05 

Received  from  Gov.  Moselej,  for 
a  wagon  purchased  for  the  use 
of  the  Commissioners  to  estab- 
lish the  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Florida  line,  and  not  used  by  them,    60  00 —  1221  05 


$51,086  50 
1847 — Nov.  1 — By  balance  on  hand  in  the  Treasury 

this  day,  $3,755  10 

E.  E.— Treasurer's  Office^  Tallahassee,  1st  Nov.  1847. 

BENJAMIN  BYRD,  State  Treasurer. 


(B.)     The  Tallahassee  Fund,  in  Account  Current  tcith  Bexjamik 
Byrd,  Treasurer. 


1846.  Db. 

Nov.  23 — To  cash  paid  W.  H.  Brockenbrough, 
of  account  of  R.  A.  Shine's  ac- 
count against  the  Tallahassee 
Fund,  agreeably  to  his  contracts  for 
building  the  Capital  in  1840,  per 
voucher  1,  $1470  00 

Dec.  12 — To  cash  paid  Joseph  Branch,  per  re- 
ceipt, voucher  2,  $50  00 
To  cash  paid  S.  S.  Sibley,  bill  print- 
ing, voucher  3,  7  00 
To  cash  paid  H.  Archer,  per  receipt, 

voucher  4,  8  44 

To  cash  paid  H.  R.  W.  Andrews,  per 

receipt,  voucher  5,  234  00—  299  44 

Dec.  21 — J.  W.  Lcvinus'  draft  in  favor  of  R.  A. 

Shine,  per  voucher  6,  162  00 

To  J.  A.  Edmondson's  bill,  voucher  7,  125  00 
To  J.  A.  Edmondson  bill,  voucher  8,      12  00—  299  00 
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128  00 
10  00 

2  00 

10  00— 

1  50 

1847.  Jan.  6— To  balance  R.  A.  Shine's  draft  in 
favor  of  T.  Barnard,  voucher  9, 
16— To  Charieg  Peck's  bill,  voucher  10, 
To  S.  S.  Sibley's  bill  printing,  vouch- 
er 11, 
25— To  J.  T.  Archer's  bill,  roocher  12,       10  00—  150  00" 
fehy  5— To  M.  D.  Papy's  bill,  voucher  13, 
Ma'h  22 — ^To    R.    A.   Shine,  as  per  receipt, 

voucher  14,  102  50 

April    2 — To  J.  A.  Edmondson,    per  receipt, 

voucher  15,  41  00 

7 — ^To  J.  &  L.  O.  Branch,  per  receipt, 

•    voucher  16,  294  31—  439  ^ 

May    15 — To  C.  A.   Nash's  bill,  per  receipt, 

voucher  17,  35  00 

Aug.  3 — ^To  J.  A.  Edmondson's  bill,  voucher  18,      3  00 
Oct.  15— To,T.  Baltzell,  per  receipt,  voucher  19.     43  25—     81  25 
Nov.   17 — To  commissions  for  collecting  $2822 

41c,  1^  per  cent,  42  38 

To  commissions  for  paying  amount, 

82739,  Ij  per  cent,  41  08 —     83  41 

To  balance  on  hand  in  Union  Bank 

of  Florida  money,  this  day,  87  00 

82909  41 

1846.  Cr. 

Octr.  30 — ^By  balance  on  hand  this  day,  847  Ob 

Nov.  23 — By  cash  received  of  W.  H.  Brocken- 
brough,  for  the  following  lots  sold 
him,  viz :  32  lots  in  the  S.  W.  i 
sec.  6,  T.  S.  1,  Range  1,  South  and 
East,  all  for  81200  00 

By  loU  Nos.  1,  7,  8,  10,  16,  17,  18, 
25  and  32,  all  in  S.  E.  quar.  sec- 
tion 1,  Township  1,  Range  1,  S. 
and  W,  a  830,  270  00—1470  00 

©ec.  12.— Received  for  lots  No.  21,  S.  E.  i  sec. 

1,  T.  1,  R.  1,  S.  and  W.  26  00 

For  the  following  lots  in  S.  W.  i  sec. 
1,  T.  S.  1,  R.  1,  S.  and  W. 

No.    2,  to  H.  R.  W.  Andrews,  51  00 


t(       4    <*     «     ^<     *<  .      ** 

31  00 

i(           Q      (C        i(        ((        ((               (( 

50  00 

41           J      U       it        U        ii               U 

51  00 

U        IQ      U        M        ((        i(               (( 

51  00 

"     I2I  "    R.  A.  Shine, 

51  00 

c«       14     ((       ((       (C          (t 

51  00 

M        15^    ((        •(        (t           C( 

60  00—  422  00» 

1847.  Jan.  2— By  cash  rec'd.  of  F.  Hoc,  on  ac- 

count judgments  in  Leon  Cir.  Court, 

50  00 

20 — By  cash  received  of  A.  A.  Fisher, 
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Sheriff  of  Leon  County,  for  ndtf 
fettles  of  lot  No.  22,  sold  under  eie- 
cution,  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  vs. 
John  Shaw's  Administrators,  Lot 
in  S.  E.  i  section  1,  T.  S.  1,  R.  1, 
S.  and  W,  $30  00— costs  15  75,  14  29 
For  nett  sales  on  lot  No.  15,  S.  E.  i 
Sec.  1,  T.  S.  1,  R.  1,  S.  and  W.  un- 
der  execution  in  favor  of  the  Trea- 
surer  and  Commissioner,  vs.  J.  B. 
Brown,  sold  for  845;  cost' 13  93,  31  07 
For  nelt  sales  of  7  lots  in  the  original 
plan  of  Tallahassee,  under  a  decree 
in  Chancerv,  and  an  agreement 
with  H.  M.  Brecken ridge's  agents, 
in  satisfaction  in  full  of  executions, 
gold  for  $376 ;   costs  32  27,  343  73—  489  05' 

April    7 — By  cash  received  for  D.  B.  Butler's 
three  notes,  given  for  lot.  No.  109, 
in  the  North  Addition  of  Tallahas- 
see, for  the  purchase  money,  viz  : — 
1  Note  due  7th  April,  1829,  48  56t 

1  Note  due  7th  April,  1830,  48  56| 

1  Note  due  7th  April,  1831,  48  56^ 

Interest  on  the  above  Notes  from  7lh 
April,  1830,  the  average  time  they 
became  due  to  date,  148  61 —  294  »1 

July    31 — By  cash  received  of  F,  Hoc,  on  ac- 
count of  Judgment  in  Leon  C.  C.       30  00 

Nov.   11 — By  cash  received  of  F.  Hoc,  on  ac- 
count of  Judgment  in  Leon  C.  C.       10  00 —     40  60 
17 — Cash  received  for  balance  principal  J. 
B.  De  Corce's  note;  dated  the  4th 
May,   1840,   and  due  1st  March. 
1841,  received  in  bills  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida,  agreeably  to  an 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  for 
the  relief  of  said  De  Dorce,  ap- 
proved 25lh  Dec.  1846,                       35  75 
Protest  of  note  in  the  Union  Bank,       8  00 
Interest  on  said  note.                            48  25 —     87  00 
Cash  received  of  F.  Hoc,  in  full  for 
judgment  in    Leon    Circuit  Court 
against  said  Hoc,  agreeably  to  a 
resolution  of  the  General  Assembly 
for  the  relief  of  said   Hoc,  approv- 
ed  25th  Dec.  1846,  110  0f> 

$2909  41 
is  17.  Nov.  17 — By  balance  on  hand  in  bills  of  the 

Union  Bank  of  Florida,  this  day,  887  00 

li.  E,--Ticasurer's  Office,  Tallahassee,  lllk  Nov.  1847* 

B.  BYRD,  Treasurer  and  Commissioner. 
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REPORTS 


OF  COMMISSIONERS,  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF  A  COMPLETE  EDUCATIONAL  SYSTEM. 


Executive  Department,  i 
November  20,  1847. 
Gendemen  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

In  conformity  to  a  '*  Preamble  and  Resolution  relative  to  the  es. 
tablishraent  of  a  complete  Educational  Sptem,''  approved  Decem- 
ber 21,  1846— (see  pamphlet  laws,  2d  session,  p.  83) — Hons.  O. 
M.  Avery  and  Walker  Anderson,  were  appointed  from  the  Western 
District ;  Wm.  Marvin  and  Rev.  C,  C.  Adams,  from  the  Southern ; 
B.  F.  Wbitner  and  J.  E.  Broome,  Esqs.,  from  the  Middle ;  and 
Hons.  G.  R.  Fairbanks  and  W.  Forward,  from  the  Eastern — to  re- 
port upon  the  object  in  view.  I  herewith  transmit  the  Reports  of 
three  of  the  Commission,  Hon.  Wm.  Marvin,  W.  Forward,  and  G^ 
R.  Fairbanks,  for  the  consideration  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 


REPORT  OF  THE  HON.  G.  R.  FAIRBANKS. 

To  his  Excellency  William  D.  Moselef, 

Governor  of  Florida : 
SiB : — In  pursuance  of  the  appointment  conferred  upon  me  as  one 
of  the  Commissioners  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  System  of 
Common  Schools,  under  the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  State,  adopted  Dec.  21st,  1846, 1  report  to  your  Excellency  such 
views  upon  the  subject  embraced  in  said  Resolutions,  as  my  limited 
opportunities  for  examination  have  enabled  me  to  digest  and  present. 
The  first  subject  to  be  reported  upon  as  designated  in  the  resolutions 
is,  "  a  plan  for  the  establishment  of  a  System  of  Common  Schools, 
adapted  to  their  section  of  the  State,  with  such  remarks  as  may  seenr 
to  them  necessary  to  a  perfect  comprehension  of  their  views." 

A  subject  so  comprehensive  in  its  nature,  and  having  so  important 
a  bearing  upon  the  interests  of  the  State  as  the  establishment  of  a 
system  of  education  for  its  future  citizens,  requires  the  most  profound 
thought  and  the  most  careful  reflection  and  investigation.  In  our 
present  condition  we  have  every  thing  to  frame  de  novo^  and  with  no 
•id  institutions  or  established  systems  to  change  or  overturn,  we  are  al 
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tlkertj  to  deduce  from  the  experience  of  the  past  and  (he  eondrtreiv 
ef  the  systems  at  present  in  operation  elsewhere,  such  a  system  av 
will  afford  the  best  promise  of  a  successful  result. 

No  organization  of  a  plan  of  common  schools  has  ever  been  estab^^^ 
lished  in  this  State  since  its  transfer  from  Spain  to  (he  United  States. 
The  sparse  population  and  Indian  hostilities,  which  for  so  long  a  period 
unsettled  the  country,  rendered  it  iropractieable  t»  effect  further  thair 
some  endeavor  to  preserve  the  donations  given  by  the  Federal  Gov« 
ernment*  for  the  purpose  of  future  application  to  this  object,  and  in 
consequence  the  present  state  of  education  among  us  is  lamentable  ^ 
a  few  (very  few)  private  schools  are  sustained  in  some  of  the  more 
thickly  settled  portions  of  the  State,  and  even  these  irregularly  kepi 
and  limited  in  their  operation,  while  the  great  nuss  of  the  people  are 
without  schools  or  any  means  of  educatioiK  The  earlier  settlers  of 
the  country,  many  of  them*  have  grown  into  manhood  without  educa- 
tion, and  their  familieaare  growing  up  around  thena^in  like  destitu- 
tion. 

But  the  consequences  of  thi»  almost  total  want  of  the  means  of  in« 
struction  have  scarcely  yet  begun  to  be  developed.  Most  of  our  ag^ 
ricultural  population  have  come  but  recently  from  the  older  States  of 
the  Union,-and  have  themselves^  as  well  aa  their  ekler  children,  en- 
joyed some  means  of  instruction,  but  the  children  of  the  present  day 
are  growing  up  in  ignorance,  and  will  in  a  kw  years  form  a  large 
portion  of  the  adult  population,  and  we  shall  then  painfully  realise 
our  present  unfortunate  condition.  To  arrest  the  continuance  and 
diminish  the  evil  of  this  state  of  things,  prompt  and  energetic  effort  i» 
necessary. 

The  Common  School,  as  it  is  termed  in  this  country,  is  supposed  to* 
be  that  system  of  imparting  scholastic  instruction  which  shall  com- 
mence at  the  foundation  of  society  and  embrace  all  alike,  which  haa 
for  its  motto  and  idea,  that  knowledge,  like  the  air  we  breathe,  waa 
intended  by  the  creator  as  the  heritage  of  all.  The  Common  School 
then  is  the  people's,  the  whole  people's  school,  and  every  citizen,  no 
matter  how  high  or  how  humble,  has  an  equal  interest  in  it ;  it  is  the 
cradle  of  republicanism  in  contradistinction  to  aristocracy  or  exclu- 
siveness — it  should  then  centre  in  it  all  the  affections,  the  hopes,  and 
(he  interests  of  the  whole  people* 

Before  proceleding  to  make  any  remarks  upon  a  system  of  educa* 
tion,  it  will  be  ne^cessary  to  examine  into  the  means  in  our  possession 
(or  the  support  of  any  system,  for  based  upon  the  extent  of  such  meana 
and  resources  must  any  system  which  may  be  proposed,  be  founded. 

Congress  has  wisely  and  beneficently  set  apart  in  this  and  all  new 
States,  one  thirty-sixth  of  its  public  domain  as  a  fund  for  the  benefit 
of  Common  Schools.  This  has  been  done  by  the  designation  of  the 
16th  Section  in  every  township  as  set  apart  for  purposes  of  education^ 
(o  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  residing  within  the  respective  townships* 
This  designation  in  the  Western  and  Northern  States,  owing  to  the 
average  quality  of  land  in  townships,  has  probahly  been  an  available 
aid  iu  support  of  Common  Schools ;  but  in  this  State  where  (he 
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frestest  inequality  prevails  in  the  value  of  the  lands,  and  where  large 
portions  of  the  country  are  absolutely  worthless,  it  must  be  self-evident 
that  the  establishment  of  Common  Schools  to  be  supported  by  such 
4ud9  mu^t  be  impossible.  In  reference  to  the  difficulties  attendant 
4ipon  the  adhering  to  the  limitation  of  these  School  Sections  to  the 
sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  respective  townships,  the  valuable  and  in- 
teresting report  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Semi- 
nary Lands  for  the  year  1846,  contains  the  following  forcible  ideas : 

**  The  Board  believe  that  there  is  a  radical  defect  in  the  disposition 
required  by  law  to  be  made  of  the  Common  School  Fund  arising 
from  16th  Sections.  The  Act  of  Congress  of  dd  March,  1845,  grant, 
ing  these  lands  to  Florida  is  very  precise  in  confining  the  benefit  of 
«ach  16th  Section  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  in  which  it  lies. 
Now  as  regards  the  settlement  and  population  of  the  country,  this 
division  into  townships  is  perfectly  arbitrary.  They  are  often  frac- 
tional or  divided  by  river  swamps  or  county  lines,  which  prevent  them 
from  becoming  convenient  school  districts.  Four-£flhs  of  the  16th 
Sections  may  be  estimated  as  worth  nothing.  It  generally  happens 
^hat  the  most  valuable  of  them  are  surrounded  by  large  bodies  of^fer- 
lile  lands  owned  by  persons  who  need  no  public  aid  to  educate  their 
children,  while  the  poorer  population  who  require  such  aid  are  usu- 
ally scattered  about  on  thinner  lands  where  the  School  Section  is  of 
fio  value.  The  operation  of  the  present  law,  therefore,  is  to  provide 
ibr  a  school  fund  for  the  rich  and  withhold  it  from  the  poor." 

In  additioft  to  the  reasons  thus  set  forth,  it  may  be  remarked  that 
uny  disposition  of  the  lands  held  in  such  manner,  if  lefllo  (he  man- 
agement of  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  townships,  must,  judg. 
ing  from  past  experience,  be  considered,  as  far  as  any  realization  of 
rents  or  income  from  these  lands  is  concerned,  almost  hopeless. — 
Moreover,  this  limitation  looks  only  to  the  benefit  to  be  derived  to 
townships  already  inhabited,  and  locks  up  from  any  available  pur- 
pose the  school  section  in  all  unoccupied  townships,  and  this  at  a 
time  when  we  need  every  aid  to  support  any  system  of  public  in- 
4truction  which  we  may  establish.  Partially  settled  townships  can 
make  no  use  of  their  section,  and  no  school  can  be  established, 
founded  upon  this  aid,  until  an  extensive  settlement  of  the  country. 

In  order,  then,  to  have  the  means  to  support  a  system  of  Common 
Schools,  one  of  two  things  must  be  done  :  Either  to  consolidate  these 
school  lands,  by  sale,  into  one  common  fund,  and  make  use  of  the 
income,  or  their  almost  entire  support  must  be  derived  from  a  system 
of  direct  taxation.  That  the  first  is,  by  far,  the  most  judicious  plan, 
will  probably  be  conceded  by  a  large  majority  of  our  citizens^  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  patriotism  of  such  as  feel  themseke«,  by 
their  good  fortune,  benefitted  by  such  a  limitation,  of  the  sixteenth 
section,  will  lead  them  to  cast  aside  their  trifling  personal  interests 
for  the  common  weaL 

Should  this  course  be  adopted,  as  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  it  will,  a 
respectable  fund  could  be  immediately  available  ;  and  this  should  be 
augmented,  by  requiring  all  lands  advertised  for  sale  for  taxes,  upon 
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which  the  amount  due  is  not  bid,  to  be  bid  in  by  the  Slate,  and  ad. 
ded  to  its  Education  Fund.  Fines,  forfeitures  and  escheated  estates, 
should  also  be  added,  to  increase  this  fund. 

To  the  citizen  of  another  State,  desiring  to  emigrate  hither,  the 
first  inquiry  is,  as  to  the  means  of  educating  his  children.  No  con- 
sideration is  of  greater  importance,  and  doubtless  the  utter*  destitu* 
lion  of  Schools  is  a  bar  and  preventive,  of  no  ordinary  character,  in 
the  way  of  our  receiving  in  our  midst,  as  emigrants,  a  large  and  in- 
fluential class  of  intelligent  and  substantial  citizens.  We  shall  then, 
in  a  most  important  point  of  view,  consult  not  only  our  future,  but 
our  present  interests,  by  speedily  establishing  a  judicious  and  well 
digested  sj'stem  of  Common  Schools. 

The  nature  of  the  education  requisite  for  the  citizens  of  a  country 
like  ours,  can  scarcely  be  over  estimated.  It  is,  to  make  citizena 
who  shall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  life,  prepared  to  fully  appreciate 
the  form  of  Government  under  which  they  live,  and  the  blessings  of 
the  institutions  under  whose  shadow  they  have  grown  up ;  capable  of 
understanding  and  perfecting  the  details  of  government,  and  of 
bringing  to  bear  upon  every  condition  and  situation  in  life,  the  fruits 
of  science,  intelligence,  and  refmed  mental  culture.  The  moral 
education  and  culture  which  he  receives,  should  give  every  aid 
which  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  human  mind,  to  raise  the 
standard  of  virtue,  and  make  the  good  citizen  and  the  good  man.  In 
our  government,  where  the  opinion  of  the  people  forms  the  rule  of 
action,  it  is  more  particularly  necessary  that  the  embryo  citizen 
should,  by  virtuous  training,  become,  as  he  steps  forward  into  man- 
hood, interested  in  the  cause  of  truth  and  good  government — a  sup- 
porter and  sustainer,  not  a  violator,  of  the  laws  of  »he  land.  He 
should  be  taught  the  dignity  of  his  position,  as  ona  of  a  race  destined 
by  Providence  to  peculiar  and  great  purposes,  in  the  regeneration  of 
the  world.  No  system  of  education  can  be  perfect,  which  stops 
short  of  these  requisites. 

A  system  which  shall  accomplish  all  we  desire,  would  be.  Indeed, 
a  glorious  achievement  to  the  State  which  should  adopt  and  carry  it 
into  effect.  The  present  resources  of  our  State,  applicable  to  this 
object,  will  not  enable  us  to  carry  into  effect  these  glowing  aspira* 
tions  of  our  hearts,  but  we  should  keep  our  view  always  directed  to 
the  highest  excellence,  so  that  each  step,  which,  with  our  feeble  and 
limited  resources,  we  are  enabled  to  take,  shall  be  in  the  right  di- 
rection, that  our  progress  may  not  have  to  be  retraced,  by  wayward 
or  irregular  action.  We  can  accomplish,  perhaps,  but  little  now, 
compared  to  what  we  wish ;  but,  by  a  well  digested  plan,  we  may 
look  forward  trustingly  to  the  period,  when  the  outline  sketched  in 
our  mind's  eye,  may  be  filled  out,  and  our  anticipations  realized. 

It  would  be  interesting  and  instructive,  to  review  the  several  sys- 
tems of  School  instruction,  adopted  and  carried  into  effect,  both  in 
Europe  and  this  country,  and  to  compare  their  practical  workings 
with  each  other,  both  in  reference  to  the  amount  and  nature  of  the 
instruction  imparted,  and  its  effect  upon  civil  institutions ;  but  the 
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timlts  to  which  I  have  restricted  mjself,  ibrbid  so  extensive  a  re- 
cearch.  From  a  comparison  of  these  various  systems,  I  find  none 
which  I  deem  suited,  in  all  respects,  to  a  country  so  peculiarly  situa- 
ted as  Florida. 

With  a  view  to  immediate  and  efficient  practical  operation,  our 
6tate  requires  a  system  exceedingly  siniple  in  its  organization,  dis- 
tinct in  its  features,  and  adapted  to  the  comprehension  o(  our  citizens 
and  the  character  of  the  country,  and  it  should  also  be  such  as  to  ad- 
mit of  gradual  extension  and  amelioration  without  requiring  reorgan- 
ization or  material  change.  In  conformity  with  these  views,  I  pre- 
sent the  £)llowing  sketch  and  outline  x>f  such  a  system. 

{•  OFFICIAL   ORGANIZATION. 

Upon  the  proper  arrangement  and  harmonious  action  of  the  ma- 
chinery of  management  and  control,  depends,  in  a  great  degree,  the 
efficiency  of  any  system,  and  two  defects  exhibited  in  the  past  expe- 
rience of  others  are  to  be  avoided,  namely :  the  multiplicity  of  man- 
agers and  the  want  of  connexion  and  accountability.  It  is  proposed, 
therefore,  that  the  entire  general  management  and  direction  of  the 
School  System  should  be  committed  to  one  individual,  to  be  styled 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  which  may  be  a  separate  office, 
AS  in  Michigan,  or  attached  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  as  in 
New  York,  or  perhaps  still  more  judiciously  connected  with  the  Reg. 
ister  of  Public  Lands.  To  this  officer  should  be  confided  the  con- 
trol  of  the  School  Fund,  the  mode  of  instruction,  and  the  practical 
details  of  the  system. 

Subsidiary  to  this  officer,  there  should  be  appointed,  in  each  Coun- 
ty by  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  a  County  Superintendent. 
This  officer  should  be  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Superinten- 
dent, and  be  liable  to  have  his  office  vacated  by  the  State  Superin- 
tendent for  negligence  or  mismanagement.  The  County  Superin- 
tendent should  have  the  management  of  the  School  Fund  in  his 
County.  He  should  be  required  to  lay  off  as  many  School  Districts 
in  his  County  as  the  proximity  of  population  may  require,  without 
on  the  one  hand  embracing  too  large  an  area,  or  on  the  other  pla- 
cing  too  small  a  number  of  families  within  a  district.  Each  district 
should  be  known  by  its  number,  and  new  districts  should  be  laid  off 
by  him  when  necessary.  He  should  hire  the  teachers,  and  fix  the 
rate  of  their  compensation,  and  the  payment  from  the  State  and 
County  Fund  should  be  paid  through  him.  He  should  be  required 
to  have  a  personal  supervision  over  all  the  schools  of  his  County, 
hare  the  decision  of  all  questions  relating  to  the  schools,  subject  to 
appeal  to  the  State  Superintendent.  He  should  be  required  to  report 
annually  to  the  State  Superintendent  the  number  of  schools,  the  time 
kept,  the  number  of  scholars  in  attendance,  and  the  amounts  appro- 
priated, and  such  other  information  as  the  State  Superintendent  shall 
direct.  He  should  be  required  to  give  a  bond,  and  his  term  of  office 
should  not  be  less  than  two  years. 

In  each  School  District  three  persons  should  be  biennially  elected 
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«8  Sehool  Trustees,  wliose  duty  it  should  be  to  act  in  concert  with 
the  Countj  Superintendent  in  all  matters  relating  to  their  district : 
they  should  be  required  to  provide  a  suitable  building,  at  the  expense 
of  the  district,  to  apportion,  and  cause  to  be  collected,  the  school 
rates,  and  pay  o^r  the  same,  and  such  other  duties  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed ;  one  of  their  number  should  act  as  collector,  and  any  twe 
be  empowered  to  act, 

I  have  thus,  I  beliere,  distinctly  set  forth  all  of  the  officers  neces- 
sary to  a  School  System,  suited  to  the  present  condition  of  our  popo* 
lation,  and  have  made  it  a  matter  of  especial  care  to  encumber  ii 
with  as  few  officers  as  possible. 

n.   MEANS   OF   SUFPOBT. 

In  a  preceding  portion  of  this  report,  I  have  considered  the  pro- 
priety  of  a  consolidation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Sixteenth  Sections 
for  the  formation  of  a  School  Fund,  and  I  proceed  upon  the  basis  of 
aupposing  such  a  disposition  of  these  lands  to  be  made.  This  fund, 
small  at  first,  will  gradually  increase  with  even  greater  rapidity  than 
our  increase  of  population,  and  the  income  derived  from  it  will  soon 
reach  a  respectable  amount,  while,  on  the  other  band,  unless  to  con- 
solidated, it  will  prove  unavailable  and  useless. 

In  aid  o£  this  fund  some  few  contingent  sources  of  income  might 
he  added.  But  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  interest  of  this  fund 
alone  will  support  our  whole  Common  School  System.  Even  New 
York  with  a  school  fund  of  two  millions  raises  an  equal  amount  to  its 
income  by  direct  taxation,  besides  the  school  rates.  Rhode  Island 
with  a  population  of  108,000  pays  for  schools  above  (50,000  per 
annum,  derived  principally  from  taxation.  The  interest  upon  the 
school  fund  of  Alabama  is  (68,000  per  annum ;  Louisiana  devotes 
from  the  State  Treasury  about  $50,000  per  annum ;  Tennessee  about 
♦122,000. 

In  order  to  sustain  a  system  of  Common  Schools,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  provide  additional  resources  beyond  the  mere  income  of  the 
school  fund.  For  this  purpose  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners 
in  each  County  should  be  required  to  appropriate  from  the  county 
funds,  for  the  support  of  schools  within  the  county,  an  amount  equal 
«t  least  to  the  amount  received  by  such  county  from  the  Common 
School  Fund  of  the  State. 

The  Trustees  of  each  School  District  should  be  required  to  esti- 
mate the  amount  which  will  be  required  to  pay  the  wages  of  the 
teacher,  and  assess  the  balance  not  provided  for  by  the  amounts  re- 
ceived from  the  State  and  County  Funds  upon  the  inhabitants  of  such 
district  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  children  sent  by  each,  exempt- 
ing from  such  assessment  such  as  are  too  poor  to  pay  their  proportion, 
the  right  of  every  child  in  the  land  to  the  means  of  education  being 
fully  recognised.  The  expense  of  school  houses,  d^.  should  be  paid 
entirely  by  the  district,  and  the  Trustees  should  levy  a  tax  for  such 
purpose  to  be  voted  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  and  should  be 
vested  with  the  requisite  powers  for  its  collection* 
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Vbe  amoomHs  reeeiTed  from  the  Common  School  Fund  and  frofXf 
the  County  Treasury  should  be  by  the  County  Superintendent  appor- 
tioned among  the  seTeral  school  districts  of  his  county,  according  ta 
the  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen,  wiUiia 
the  respective  districts^ 

la.   TBitCBEB9w 

Tber  next  branch  of  our  subjeet  to  which  our  attention  should  be 
directed,  ia  the  soorce  for  procuring  teachers  willing  and  competent 
to  undertake  the  manrageroent  of  our  Seho<^»^a  difficulty  striking* 
ly  obvious  in  aff  ocrr  Soothern  States^  in  the  agricultural  diS' 
tricts.  Until  within  a  few  years  the  education  of  cbudren  has  been 
deemed  necessary  to  be  conikled  Ur  the  stern  sway  and  scholastic  dis. 
etpline  of  man,  and  the  school  master  has  been  an  expressive  term  ta 
designate  a  rigid  unbending  character,  an  a^itocrat  within  his  limited! 
dominion,  and  with  the  association  of  whom  and  of  hisdomaiU)  litt)e 
was  recalled  in  after  life  that  wa»  pleasemt  or  attractive*  That  day 
has  happily  passed  away,  ami  the  present  generation  of  our  favored 
land  receive  the  dulcet  streams  of  inward  light  with  kind  teachings) 
and  climb  the  hill  of  knowledge  by  more  flowery  paths* 

The  experience  of  continental  Europe,  and  of  this  country,  hat  es- 
Cftblished  that  for  the  Common  School  the  employment  of  the  gentle 
hand  which  has  instilled  the  first  lights  of  knowledge,  of  reverence, 
and  of  truth,  shoukl  continue  to  guide  the  mind  in  its  reachings  and 
■trugglings  for  science,  and  that  the  education  of  children  should  be 
committed  to  woman,  and  to  man's  stern  sway  should  be  committed 
only  more  advanced  learners* 

That  woman  is  better  constituted  by  nature  for  the  management 
and  education  of  children,  is  a  truth  evidenced  to  us  too  plainly  ta 
need  an  argument.  That  the  education  of  children  is  her  just  pro- 
vince, is  a  truth  that  we  are  just  learning  to  afipreciate.  Her  kind 
and  winning  example— her  patient  appreciation  of  the  nature  of  the 
young  nrind— her  apt  skill  in  turning  to  advantage  all  its  shades  and 
tendencies — her  mild  and  equal  sway,  and  her  superior  tact  in  com- 
municating truth  by  precept  and  comparison,  place  her  far  beyond 
man  as  an  instructor.  There  is^  moreover,  and  its  importance  is  in« 
estimable,  the  refinement  of  mind  and  delicacy  of  thought  communi- 
cated, the  feeling  of  respect  for  her  sex,  and  the  purity  which  exclude* 
evil  and  inspires  good. 

The  consideration  of  these  advantages  is  important  to  us  in  inveS' 
tigating  the  source  from  which  we  shall  obtain  teachers  for  Common 
Schools.  Male  teachers  in  the  Southern  country  are  seldom  to  be 
obtained,  because  other  branches  of  enterprise  and  employment  ab-^ 
sorb  immediately  all  whose  education  and  capacity  would  render  suit- 
able teachers,  but  such  is  not  the  case  with  females,  who  are  more 
generally  educated,  who  acquire  more  rapidly,  and  to  whom  other 
avenues  of  employment  are  not  open,  and  the  small  compensation 
which  it  is  in  our  power  to  pay  teachers,  could  not  secure  the  service* 
ef  male  teachers,  while  it  would  be  gladly  accepted  by  females  fully 
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competent  for  the  work  of  initroctioir^  The  sum  of  #12  to  $15  per 
month  has  been  found  amply  sufficient  to  secure  good  female  teachers 
In  the  Northern  States,  and  probably  would  be  so  here,  and  the  a?er- 
age  expense  of  supporting  each  school  for  the  space  of  eight  months 
would  not  exceed  from  #100  to  #125  per  annum,  a  sum  within  the 
present  means  of  erery  settlement  sufficiently  large  for  a  school  dis- 
trict, and  rendering  immediately  practicable  the  organization  of  our 
Common  Schools  for  the  instruction  of  the  children  of  to^ay.  In 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  for  the  year  1841,  there  were  6600  teach- 
ers employed,  of  whom  nearly  twa  thirds  were  females* 

IV.  MODK  ot  ixsTBucnorr,  books,  dzc. 

The  mode  of  instruction,  the  studies  to  be  pursued,-  and  the  text 
books  to  be  used,  should  be  under  the  general  charge  and  advisement 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Institutions. 

I  have  thus  gone  through  with  the  outline  of  a  School  System, 
which  I  deem  suited  to  the  present  actual  condition  and  state  of  the 
country,  and  adapted  to  our  necessities  and  nseans,  and  such  a  one  aa 
I  believe  could  be  placed  in  immediate  practical  operation  without  its 
support  becoming  onerous  upon  the  people.  I  have  not  professed  to 
aim  at  perfection  or  to  accomplish  alkhat  would  be  desirable  if  great, 
er  means  were  at  hand ;  but  we  must  look  at  things  as  they  are,  and 
education  is  a  thing  which  cannot  be  delayed— each  year  that  passes 
by  carries  on  to  the  stage  of  life  its  uneducated  thousands,  unfitted  to 
rightly  appreciate  and  enjoy  the  blessings  of  liberty.  It  is  better,  or 
at  least  wiser,  then  to  do  something  now  than  to  await  the  fruition  of 
some  more  extensive  or  nobler  scheme— -the  present  first  demands 
our  care.  Before  closing  ihis  portion  of  my  report,  I  may  here  re- 
mark, that  the  phraseology  of  the  resolution  under  which  we  act  seems 
to  contemf^ate  a  necessity  of  different  systems  existing  in  different 
portions  of  the  State,  but  I  cannot  see  the  necessity  while  I  foresee 
many  objections  to  such  a  difierence  of  systems.  I  would  gladly  as- 
sent to  any  system  which  could  b^  so  arranged  as  to  embrace  within 
ks  provisions  the  means  of  education  to  every  single  child  within  our 
State ;  but  this  I  am  conscious  is  impossible,  without  an  immense  fund 
to  supply  the  means,  and  even  then  it  is  doubtful  if  the  supply  of  teach- 
ers necessary  for  so  extensive  a  plan  could  be  procured,  but  in  our 
presenl  circumstances  any  plan  looking  to  a  greater  extension  of 
the  means  of  education  than  can  be  accomplised  by  local  schools,  is 
Impracticable,  for  these  reasons  i  In  a  sparsely  settled  country  like 
this,  in  order  to  reach  many  of  the  isolated  and  detached  families,  one 
of  two  plans  must  be  resorted  te-^either  to  send  a  teacher  to  the 
scholars  or  collect  them  at  a  distance  from  their  several  homes  aboul 
their  teacher.  In  the  one  case  a  very  great  supply  of  teachers  would 
be  necessary,  if  any  thing  like  continued  instruction  was  aimed  at, 
and  no  other  species  of  instruction  could  be  of  much  value,  or  in  the 
other,  the  expense  of  supporting  the  pupils  away  from  their  homea 
would  be  very  great,  and  would  be  otherwise  objectionable — both 
plans  being  exceedingly  expensive,  and  requiring  greater  means  thai> 
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we  have  at  oar  diBposal.  The  dlfadvantages  resahing  from  an  iso« 
lation  of  location  are  inseparable  from  the  settlement  of  new  coim* 
triesy  and  can  only  be  obriated  by  an  increasing  population. 

iBcoND  mnsioif — acadbhi^s. 

The  second  branch  of  the  Resolutions  referred  to,  require  that  the 
Commissioners  should  furnish  their  views  in  relation  to  the  establish* 
ment  and  organization  of  Academical  Schools. 

It  has  been  a  much  discussed  subject,  as  to  which  should  have  the 
precedence  in  a  system  of  education,  the  Common  or  the  Higher 
Schools ;  but  it  is  now  generally  conceded,  that  they  are  portions  of 
the  same  general  system,  and  equally  deserving  of  support^^he  Com* 
mon  School  sending  up  its  more  advanced  pupils  to  the  Academy« 
and  the  latter  sending  forth  its  teachers  for  the  Common  School.  It 
is  in  this  latter  view  that  the  establishment  of  Aademical  Schools  is 
particularly  requisite ;  and  further,  to  retain,  in  our  midst,  the  hun- 
dreds of  youth  now  sent  abroad,  to  support  the  literary  institutions  of 
other  States,  in  default  of  any  of  our  own. 

Academies  will  not  need  that  their  entire  support  should  come 
from  the  State ;  but  they  will  need  some  aid,  and  the  assistance  af* 
forded  can  be  repaid  by  the  instruction  of  a  certain  number  of  pu* 
pils,  free  of  charge,  for  the  busjness  of  teaching.  Thus  constituted,  I 
believe  they  would  be  of  great  importance  to  the  State,  and  shouJd 
at  once- be  established. 

Their  organization  would  probably  be  best  accomplished  by  making 
them  branches  of  the  University,  and  appropriating  a  certain  amount 
annually  to  each  to  be  expended  in  the  tuition  of  Common  School 
teachers  of  both  sexes,  but  the  Academies  remaining  private  proper* 

?'  and  mainly  dependent  for  their  support  upon  private  patronage, 
our  or  five  of  these  institutions  would  probably  answer  for  the  pres* 
ent. 

VNIVBSSITIES. 

Congreu  has  already  furnished  an  endowment  of  four  townships 
of  lan£  for  the  establishment  of  two  Seminaries  or  Universities,  one 
to  be  situated  West  of  the  Suwanee,  and  the  other  East  of  that  river. 
This  endowment  under  good  management  will  probably  be  sufficient 
to  establish  these  Universities  in  a  suitable  manner.  The  want  of 
a  College  within  our  own  State  drives  our  citizens  to  the  necessity  of 
sending  their  sons  abroad,  at  a  great  expense,  when  the  means  of 
collegiate  education  should  exist  in  their  own  State. 

So  soon  as  sufficient  funds  shall  have  accumulated  from  the  sale  of 
Seminary  lands,  the  establishment  of  these  Seminaries  should  take 
place,  and  until  then  these  funds  should  be  sacredly  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose.  The  entire  management  of  the  several  departments  of  a  Uni- 
verstty,  need  not  be  at  first  completed,  but  the  more  necessary  de- 
partments should  be  established  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  primarily 
a  department  for  the  purpose  of  educating  young  men  desirous  of  be- 
coming  teachers  in  Academies  and  Common  Schools,  successive  de< 
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partmentt  can  ftfterwsrds  be  added  as  the  Fefenue  of  tke  SenAnwty 
fund  will  allow.  But  the  plan  ot  our  Uniyeraities  when  fully  coni*^ 
pleted,  should  aim  at  nothing  ies*  then  the  highest  excellence,  ami 
they  should  be  made  equal  in  point  of  standing  and  literary  reputattof» 
to  any  of  the  Unifersities  in  our  country. 

Should  they  be  thus  estabtisfaed  and  nrnde*  what  they  should  be,  and> 
placed  in  localities  eminently  favorable  to  health,  we  may  anticipala^ 
that  their  halls  will  be  thronged  not  only  withr  the  youth  of  our  own 
State,  but  by  youth  of  ether  States,  whom  om*  genial  clime  will 
cause  to  avail  themselves  of  the  means  of  restoring  er  preserving 
health,  and  at  the  same  sime  enjoying  the  advantages  afibrded  by  a 
University  in  the  attainment  of  an  education.  The  details  connected 
with  the  organization  of  both  the  Academies  and  Universities,  wtU* 
be  more  approprtate  when  their  establishment  shail  hare  been  au^ 
thorised. 

A  Bill  is  hereto  appended  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  suggest 
tions.^ 

Very  Respectfolly, 

GEO.  R.  FAIRBANKS, 
Commisncmerj  4^ 

St.  Augustine,  Nov.  I,  1847r 

AN  ACT  to  esUMish  a  System  of  Common  Schools. 

ARTICLE  U 

Sbction  1.  There  shall  be  a  Superintendent  of  Publie  Instruction, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  anx>ng  other  things,  to  prepare  and  submit  an 
annual  report  to  the  Legislature,  containing  a  statement  ^  the  con- 
dition of  the  Sehoels  of  the  State,  the  situation  and  expenditure  of 
School  monies,  plans  for  the  improvement  and  management  of  the 
Common  School  Fund,  and  for  amelioration  of  the  Common  Schools, 
and  all  such  other  matters  relating  to  his  office  as  he  may  deem  ex* 
pedient  to  communicate. 

§  2.  He  shall  annually  apportion  the  School  monies  to  be  distri- 
buted amongst  the  several  counties  of  the  State,  which  apportionment 
shall  be  made  to  the  respective  counties  in  the  ratio  of  their  white 
population  respectively,  as  compared  to  the  population  of  the  whoFff 
State  according  to  the  last  preceding  census,  and  whenever  any  new 
county  shall  be  made,  he  ^11  ascertain  the  share  to  which  it  is  en- 
titled by  the  best  evidence  in  his  power. 

§  3.  The  Superintendent  shall  certify  each  apportionment  made 
by  him  to  the  Comptroller,  and  shall  give  immediate  notice  thensof 
to  the  County  Superintendent  of  each  county  interested  therein,  sta* 
ting  the  amount  of  monies  apportioned  to  his  county,  and  the  time 
when  the  same  will  be  payable  to  him. 

§  4.  The  Superintendent  shall  cause  printed  forms  and  instroctions' 
en  all  matters  relating  to  the  School  System  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
several  counties  as  he  shall  deem  requisite,  and  also  furnish  eac^ 
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AcSiool  Bistrict  with  the  copies  of  this  act,  and  of  any  alteration!  in 
4fae  same  wherein  it  may  be  deemed  bj  him  necessary. 

§  5.  All  monies  reasonably  ei^pended  by  him  in  the  execution  of 
liis  duties,  shall,  upon  due  proof,  be  allowed  to  him  by  the  Comp- 
4coUer,  and  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury. 

§  6.  The  duties  of  the  office  of  such  Superintendent  shall  be  per- 
ibrmed  by  the  Register  of  Public  Lands,  and  he  shall  be  ex-officio 
•Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and  veceive  the  sum  of 
dollars  per  annum,  for  the  performance  of  such  duties. 

▲sncLs  n. 

§  1.  The  sum  annually  to  be  distributed  &r  the  support  of  Com- 
CDon  Schools,  shall  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  September,  in^very 
frear,  on  the  Warrant  of  the  Comptroller,  to  the  Superintendents  of 
the  several  counties,  who  «hall  apply  for  and  reoeive  the  School  mo- 
Hies  apportioned  to  their  respective  counties,  as  soon  as  the  same  be- 
come  payable. 

§  2.  The  County  Buperintendonts  shall  lay  before  the  next  meet, 
tng  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  in  their  respective  coun- 
ties, notice  of  the  amounts  so  apportioned  to  said  counties,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  tjie  Board  of  County  Commissioners  at  such  meeting, 
4uid  every  annual  meeting  thereafter,  to  add  to  the  sums  to  be  raised 
in  said  county  for  other  county  purposes,  a  sum  equal  to  the  School 
monies  which  shall  have  been  apportioned  to  such  county,  which  mo- 
nies so  added  together,  with  the  fees  of  the  collectors,  shall  be  levied 
«nd  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  other  monies  directed  to  be  raised 
in  the  county. 

^  3.  The  Commissioners  elhatl  require  the  Collector  of  each  coun» 
iy,  by  their  Warrant  to  him,  to  pay  the  monies  so  added,  when  col- 
lected,  retaining  his  fees  for  collection,  to  the  County  Superintendent, 
for  the  use  of  Common  Schools  in  each  4:ounty,  wlose  receipt  shall 
be  sufficient  evidence  of  such  payment. 

ABTICLB   in* 

County  Superintendent. 

§  1.  There  shaH  be  annually  chosen  by  the  Boards  of  County 
Commissioners  in  the  several  counties  of  this  State,  an  officer,  to  be 
denominated  County  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools.  It  shall 
be  his  duty  within  ten  days  from  the  time  -of  being  notified  of  his  ap. 
pointment,  to  file  with  the  Clerk -of  the  Circuit  Court  for  said  county, 
«  bond,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the 
MtLid  Clerk,  in  the  penalty  double  the  amount  of  School  money,  which 
his  county  received  from  all  sources  during  the  year  preceding  his  ap- 
pointment, conditioned  for  the  faithful  application  and  legal  disburse- 
ment of  all  the  School  money  coming  to  his  hands,  and  in  case  such 
bond  shall  not  be  executed  and  filed  as  aforesaid,  within  the  time 
specified,  the  office  shall  be  deemed  vacant.  The  Board  of  County 
Commissionew  shall  fix  the  amount  for  which  bond  shall  be  giveo^ 
for  the  County  ^Superintendents  first  appointed  under  this  act« 
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§  2.  Such  County  Superintendent  shall  be  entitled  to  a  compensa. 
tloQ  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day  for  every  day  necessarily 
spent  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  be  audited  and 
paid  as  other  county  expenses. 

§  3'.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Superintendent  in  each 
county,  to  divide  his  county  into  a  convenient  number  of  School 
Districts,  and  to  regulate  and  alter  such  districts,  when  requisite ;  to 
describe  and  number  the  School  Districts,  and  to  deliver  the  descrip- 
tion  and  numbers  thereof  in  writing,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court 
of  the  County,  immediately  after  the  formation  or  alteration  thereof^ 
to  apply  for  and  receive  from  the  State  Treasurer,  and  from  the  Col- 
lector of  the  county,  all  school  monies  for  his  county,  as  soon  as  the 
same  become  payable,  or  be  collected ;  to  apportion  the  school  mo- 
nies received  by  him  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  in  each  year, 
among  the  several  School  Districts  within  his  county,  in  proporiion  to 
the  number  of  children  residing  in  each  over  the  age  of  five,  and  un- 
der  that  of  sixteen  years,  as  the  same  shall  have  appeared  from  the 
last  annual  reports  of  their  respective  Trustees,  pratnded  nevertheless^ 
that  the  first  distribution  of  said  monies  shall  be  made  according  to 
the  best  information  in  the  power  of  such  Superintendents,  to  sue  for 
and  collect  by  name  of  office,  all  penalties  imposed  upon  the  officers 
of  districts,  or  otherwise  appropriated  to  school  purposes,  and  add  (he 
same,  when  recovered,  to  the  school  fiinds. 

§  4.  Whenever  it  may  be  necessary  or  convenient  to  form  a  dis- 
trict  on  the  line  of  two  or  more  adjacent  counties,  the  Superintendents 
from  each  may  form,  regulate,  or  alter  such  district ;  and  the  monies 
to  which  the  same  shall  be  entitled,  shall  be  paid  over  respectively 
by  each  Superintendent. 

6  5.  In  making  the  apportionment  of  monies  among  the  several 
School  Districts,  no  share  shall  be  allotted  to  any  district,  or  part 
district,  from  which  no  sufficient  annual  report  shall  have  been  re- 
ceived  for  the  year  ending  the  last  day  of  December  immediately 
preceding  such  apportionment,  nor  where  Trustees  have  failed  to  be 
elected,  or  where  no  School  house,  room  or  place  is  provided,  or 
where  the  said  Trustees  shall  have  failed  to  make  the  necessary  al- 
lotaient  and  assessment  for  School  rates  as  hereinafter  provided. 

§  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Superintendent  of  each 
County,  between  the  first  day  of  July  and  the  first  day  of  October,  in 
each  year,  to  make  and  transmit  to  the  State  Superintendent,  a  re- 
port  in  writing,  bearing  date  on  the  first  day  of  July,  and  stating ; — 

1.  The  whole  number  of  School  Districts  set  off  within  his  County ; 

2.  The  districts  which  shall  have  made  their  annual  reports  to  him 

within  the  year; 
S«  The  length  of  time  that  a  School  has  been  kept  in  each  district, 
and  whether  male  or  female  teachers  were  employed  ; 

4.  The  amount  of  public  monies  allotted  each  of  ^aid  districts ; 

5.  The  number  of  children  taught  in  each,  and  the  number  of  chil- 

dren over  the  age  of  five  and  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  re- 
siding in  each ; 
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6.  The  amaoii  of  moniM  received  bjhim  from  all  eoorcet,  and  how 
expended. 

§  7.  The  Counhr  Superintendent  of  each  County  shall  keep  a  truo 
and  jutt  account  of  the  monies  received  by  him,  and  lay  the  tame 
before  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  at  their  next  meeting 
after  the  first  day  of  July  in  every  year ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
office,  shall  pay  over  all  money  in  his  hands  to  his  successor  in  of. 
fice,  who  is  authorized  to  sue  for  the  same  by  his  name  of  office,  and 
recover  the  same  with  25  per  cent  damages  for  the  detention  of  the 
same,  to  be  added  to  the  amount  recovered. 

§  8.  The  County  Superintendents  of  the  respective  Counties  shall 
be  Inspectors  of  Common  Schools  for  their  said  Counties,  and  shall 
examine  all  persons  offering  themselves  as  candidates  for  teaching 
Common  Schools  in  such  County,  and  if  satisfied  c^the  qualifications 
of  the  candidate,  in  respect  to  moral  character,  learning  and  ability, 
ekall  give  such  a  candidate  a  certificate  thereof  and  shall  have  power 
to  annul  such  certificate,  for  sufficient  cause,  at  any  subsequent  time. 

§  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Superintendents  to  visit 
each  Common  School  within  his  County  at  least  once  a  year,  and 
ofiener  if  he  shall  deem  it  necessary. 

§  10.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Superintendents,  upon 
the  request  in  writing  of  any  two  Trustees  of  any  School  District,  to 
contract  with  and  employ  a  teacher  for  such  District,  to  fix  the  rate 
of  wages,  and  to  pay  the  vrages  of  such  teacher,  when  due,  out  of  the 
fimds  apportioned  to  such  district ;  and  should  the  amount  apportion* 
ed  to  such  district  t>e  insufficient  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  the  same, 
he  shall  certify  to  the  Trustees  of  the  said  district,  the  amount  of  the 
balance  to  be  raised  by  the  district  in  the  manner  hereinafter  pro* 
vided. 

AKTICLB   IV. 

School  Districts. 

§  1.  Whenever  any  School  District  shall  be  laid  ofiT  by  the  Coun* 
ty  Superintendent,  it  shall  be  his  duty,  within  thirty  days  thereafter, 
to  prepare  a  notice  in  writing  describing  such  district,  and  appoint- 
ing a  time  and  place  for  the  first  district  meeting,  and  deliver  such 
notice  to  a  taxable  inhabitant  of  the  district. 

§  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  inhabitant  to  notify  every  other 
inhabitant  of  the  district,  qualified  to  vote  at  such  meeting,  by  reading 
the  notice  to  him,  or  leaving  a  copy  of  the  same  at  his  house,  at  least 
dx  days  before  such  meeting ;  and  in  case  the  inhabitants,  from  any 
cause,  neglect  to  hold  said  meeting  at  the  time  so  fixed,  the  Superin- 
Cendent  shall  cause  such  notice  to  be  renewed — and  every  taxable 
inhabitant,  who  shall  fail  to  make  such  service  of  a  notice  so  delivered 
to  him  for  service,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  dollars. 

§  8.  Whenever  any  district  meeting  shall  be  called  in  the  man* 
n^r  prescribed  in  the  preceding  sections,  it  shall  be  tbe  duty  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  qualified  to  vote  at  district  meetings,  to  as* 
semble  together  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned  in  the  notice. 
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§  4.  BTory  penoa  who  Is  a  freeholder  in  the  district,  and  liaUe  to 
taxation  upon  his  property,  shall  have  the  right  to  rote  at  such  meet- 
ings. 

I  5.  The  inhabitants  so  entitled  to  vote,  when  so  assembled  in 
toch  district  meeting,  or  when  lawfully  assembled  at  any  other  dis- 
trict meeting,  shall  have  power  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  thoM 
luresent, 

1.  To  appoint  a  Moderator  for  the  time  being. 

2.  To  adjourn  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  may  require. 

3.  To  designate  a  site  for  the  District  School  House. 

4.  To  lay  such  tax  on  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  district  as  tbe 
meeting  shall  deem  sufficient  to  purchase  or  lease  a  suitable  site  for 
•  School  house,  and  to  build,  hire,  or  purchase  such  School  house, 
and  to  keep  in  repair  and  furnish  the  same  with  necessary  appenda- 
ges* 

5.  To  repeal,  alter  and  modify  their  proceedings  from  time  to 
time,  as  occasion  may  require. 

§  6.  In  each  School  District  an  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  M 
the  time  and  place  previously  appointed,  and  at  the  first  district  meet- 
ing,  and  at  each  annual  meeting,  the  time  and  place  of  holding  tjie 
next  annual  meeting  shall  be  fixed,  and  special  meetings  shall  be 
called  by  the  Trustees  when  deemed  by  them  necessary. 

§  7.  No  tax  to  be  voted  by  a  district  meeting  for  building,  hiring, 
or  purchasing  a  School  house,  shall  exeeed  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
dollars,  unless  the  County  Superintendent  of  the  County  shall  certify 
in  writing  his  opinion  that  a  larger  sum  ought  to  be  raised,  and  shall 
specify  the  sum ;  in  which  case  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  sum  so  spe- 
lled shall  be  raised. 

§  8.  Whenever  a  School  house  shall  have  been  built  or  purchased 
for  a  district,  the  site  of  such  School  house  shall  not  be  changed,  nor 
the  building  thereon  be  removed  us  long  as  the  district  shall  remain 
unaltered,  nor  afler  such  alteration  without  the  consent  in  writing  of 
the  County  Superintendent. 

§  9.  When  a  new  district  shall  be  formed  from  one  or  more  dis- 
tricts possessed  of  a  School  house  or  other  property,  the  County  Su> 
perintendeut  shall,  at  the  time  of  forming  such  new  district,  ascer- 
tain  the  amount  justly  due  to  it  from  the  district  or  districts  from 
which  it  may  have  been  formed  as  its  proportion,  which  shall  be  as* 
certained  according  to  the  taxable  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
respective  portions  at  the  time  of  division,  by  the  best  evidence  in  the 
power  of  the  County  Superintendent,  deducting  the  amount  of  any 
debts  owing.  - 

&  10.  Such  proportion,  when  ascertained,  shall  be  levied,  raised 
and  collected,  with  the  fees  for  collection,  by  the  Trustees  of  the  dis- 
trict, retaining  the  School  house  or  other  property  of  the  former  dis- 
trict, upon  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  their  district  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  if  the  same  had  been  authorized  by  a  vote  of  their  district  for 
building  a  School  house,  and  when  collected  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  new  district,  to  be  applied  by  them  towards  procur. 
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iag  a  Scbool  home  for  tbeir  district,  and  the  monies  so  paid  to  the 
new  district  shall  be  allowed  to  the  credit  of  the  inhabitants  who 
were  taken  from  the  fbrraper  district,  in  reduction  of  any  tax  that  maj 
be  imposed  for  selecting  a  Schoel  house. 

§  11.  The  Trustees  of  each  School  district  shall  hold  their  offieea 
f>r  two  years  from  the  time  of  their  election,  and  until  othera  shall 
be  elected  in  their  place.  la  ease  of  Tacancy  from  any  cause,  if  the 
sahie  shall  not  be  supplied  by  a  district  meeting  within  one  month 
thereafter,  the  County  Superintendent  may  appoint  any  person  resi- 
ding in  such  district  to  fill  such  vacancy. 

§  12.  E?ery  person  duly  chosen  or  appointed  to  any  such  office 
who,  without  sufficient  cause,  shall  refuse  to  serve  therein,  shall  for- 
feit the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  and  not  having  refused  to  accept  shall 
neglect  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  dollars. 

§  13.  It  shall  be  tbe  duty  of  the  Trustees  of  every  School  district^ 
and  they  shall  have  the  power, 

1.  To  call  special  meetings  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  district  lia- 
ble to  pay  taxes  whenever  they  shall  deem  it  necessary  and  proper* 

3.  To  give  notice  of  special,  annual  and  adjourned  meetings,  by 
affixing  a  notice  in  writing  of  the  time  and  place  for  such  meeting 
opon  the  outer  door  of  the  School  house,  at  least  six  days  before  tli* 
time  appointed  ibr  such  meeting. 

S.  To  make  a  tax  list  of  every  district  tax  voted  by  any  such  meet- 
ing, containing  the  names  of  all  the  taxable  Inhabitants  residing  in 
the  district  at  the  time  of  making  out  the  list,  and  the  amount  of  tax 
payable  by  each  inhabitant  set  opposite  his  name. 

4.  To  annex  to  such  tax  list  a  warrant  directed  to  the  collector  of 
the  district  for  the  collection  of  the  sums  in  sueh  list  mentioned,  witb 
live  cents  on  each  dollar  for  his  fees. 

5.  To  purchase  or  lease  a  site  for  the  District  School  house,  as 
designated  by  a  meeting  of  the  district,  and  to  build,  hire,  or  pur- 
chase, keep  in  repair  and  furnish,  such  School  house,  with  necessary 
appendages,  out  oif  the  funds  collected  and  paid  to  them  for  such  pur- 
pose. 

6.  To  have  the  custody  and  safe  keeping  of  the  School  house. 

7.  To  notify  the  County  Superintendent  of  the  wish  of  their  dis- 
trict  for  a  teacher,  and  to  recommend  to  him  such  teacher,  to  collect 
the  residue  of  the  wages  of  such  teacher,  not  provided  for  out  of  the 
State  and  County  School  Funds  by  rate  bills,  or  in  case  of  any  de- 
ficiency, by  tax  levied  upon  the  inhabitants  of  such  district. 

8.  To  exempt  from  the  payment  of  teachers'  wages  such  indigent 
persons  within  the  district  as  they  shall  think  proper,  and  to  certify 
to  the  collector  such  oxeniptions. 

9.  To  make  out  a  rate  bill  in  which  each  person  shall  be  charged 
such  proportion  of  the  whole  amount  to  be  raised  as  tbe  number  of 
children  sent  by  him  bears  to  tbe  whole  number  of  children  having 
been  in  attendance  upon  school  for  the  term,  and  said  bill  shall  also 
add  five  cents  for  each  dollar  to  be  collected  from  each,  to  be  collect- 
ed by  the  collector  for  tbe  fees  of  such  colleelioE. 
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10.  To  deU?er  luch  rate  hill  with  the  warrant  annexed  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  district,  who  shall  execute  the  same  in  like  manner  with 
other  warrants  directed  bj  (hem  to  him. 

§  14.  In  making  out  a  tax  list,  the  Trustees  shall  apportion  the  tax 
on  all  the  taxable  inhabitants  within  the  district,  according  to  thel^ 
taxable  propertj  at  the  time  of  making  out  such  list,  and  for  building 
a  school  house,  all  the  propertj  within  the  district  shall  be  liable  lb 
taxation,  such  taxable  propertj  to  be  ascertained  as  fiir  as  possible 
from  the  assessment  rolls  of  the  countj. 

§  16.  Everj  taxable  inhabitant  of  a  district,  who  shall  have  been 
within  four  jears  set  off  from  anj  other  School  District,  bj  the  Suu 
perintendent,  without  his  consent,  and  shall  within  that  period  have 
actually  paid  in  such  other  districts,  under  a  lawful  assessment  therein, 
a  district  tax  for  building  a  school  house  shall  be  exempted  bj  the 
Trustees  of  the  district  where  he  shall  reside,  from  the  pajment  of 
anj  tax  for  building  a  school  bouse  therein. 

§  16.  Everj  district  tax  shall  be  assessed,  and  the  tax  list  thereof 
be  made  out  bj  the  Trustees,  within  one  month  after  the  distrid 
meeting,  in  which  the  tax  shall  hare  been  voted. 

^  17.  The  warrant  annexed  to  anj  tax  list  or  rate  bill,  shall  be 
under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  Trustees,  or  a  majoritj  of  them,  and 
shall  command  the  C<^ector  to  collect  from  everj  person  in  such  tax 
list  or  rate  bill  named,  the  sum  therein  set  opposite  to  his  name ;  and 
in  case  anj  inhabitant  shall  not  paj  such  sum  on  demand,  to  levj  the 
same  of  his  goods  and  chattels,  in  the  same  manner  as  an  execution 
issued  bj  a  justice  of  the  peace,  together  with  his  fees,  and  to  make 
a  return  of  such  warrant  within  thirtj  dajs  ailer  the  deliverj  thereof. 

§  18.  If  the  sum  or  sums  of  roouej  pajable  bv  anj  person  named* 
in  such  tax  list  or  rate  bill,  shall  not  be  paid  bj  him,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  Trustees  to  renew  such  warrant,  in  respect  to  such 
delinquent  person ;  or  in  case  such  person  shall  not  reside  within  their 
district  at  the  time  of  making  out  such  tax  list  or  rate  bill,  or  shall 
not  reside  therein  at  the  expiration  of  such  warrant,  and  no  goods  or 
chattels,  or  lands,  can  be  found  therein,  whereon  to  levj  the  same, 
the  Trustees  maj  sue  for  and  recover  the  same  in  their  name  of  office. 

§  19.  Where  no  propertj  other  than  real  estate  can  be  found 
within  such  district  whereon  to  levj  the  same,  the  tax  Collector  of 
such  district  shall  send  the  amount  due  thereon  to  the  tax  Collector 
of  the  countj,  who  shall  be  required  to  collect  the  same,  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  taxes  in  his  countj,  adding  thereto  the  expenses  of 
collection,  and  when  so  collected,  shall  paj  over  the  same  to  the  Col- 
lector of  such  School  District. 

§  20.  The  Trustees  of  each  School  District  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  the  tax  Collector  of  the  district,  and  who  shall  give  bonds  in 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  the  said  Trustees,  bj  their  name 
of  ofHce,  and  whose  appointment  shall  be  for  two  jears,  and  in  case 
of  vacancj  the  said  Trustees  shall  have  the  power  of  filling  the  sdme. 

§  21.  One  of  the  said  Trustees  shall  act  as  Clerk  of  the  Board, 
and  safelj  keep  all  papers  and  records  of  such  district,  and  such  re* 
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cords  shall  be  kept  in  a  well  bound  book,  to  be  preserved  and  deJiV* 
eted  to  his  successor  in  office  ;  such  Clerk  shall  also  have  charge  of* 
the  School  Library,  when  there  shall  be  one  under  such  regulations 
as  the  State  Superintendent  shall  prescribe. 

§  22.  The  Trustees  of  each  School  District  shall,  after  the  first 
day  o(  January  in  every  year,  and  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March 
thereafter,  make  and  transmit  a  report  in  writing  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Common  Schools  for  such  countyi  dated  on  the  first  day  of* 
January  of  the  year  in  which  it  shall  be  transmittedi 

§  23.  Every  such  /eport  shall  8peclfy-<»> 

1.  The  whole  time  any  School  has  been  kept  in  their  District  du- 
ring the  year  ending  on  the  day  previous  to  the  date  of  such  report. 

2.  The  amount  of  monies  received  during  such  year,  and  ^^le  man- 
ner in  which  such  monies  have  been  expended. 

8.  The  number  of  children  taught  during  the  year.  , 

4.  The  number  of  while  children  residing  in  the  Diitrict  on  Who 
first  day  of  December,  previous  to  the  making  of  such  report,  over 
the  age  of  five  years  and  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  he 
names  of  the  parents  or  other  persons  with  whom  such  children  shall 
iBspectively  reside,  and  the  number  of  children  residing  with  each. 

§  24.  All  property  now  vested  in  the  Trustees  of  any  School  Dis- 
trict, for  the  use  of  Schools  in  the  District,  or  which  may  be  hereaf- 
ter transferred  to  such  Trustees,  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  held  by 
them  as  a  corporation* 

(  25.  The  Trustees  of  each  School  District  shall,  on  the  expira- 
tion of  their  offices,  render  to  their  successors  in  office,  and  to  the 
District,  at  a  District  meeting,  a  just  and  true  account  in  writing,  of 
all  monies  received  by  them  respectively,  for  the  use  of  their  District, 
and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  same  shall  have  been  expended ;  which 
account  shall  be  recorded  in  the  district  record  book,  to  be  provided 
for  entering  all  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  such  Trustees,  and  which 
shall  be  kept  by  their  Clerk,  and  delivered  over  to  their  successors. 

^  20.  Any  balance  of  tiuch  monies  which  shall  appear  from  such 
account,  to  remain  in  the  bands  of  the  Trustees,  or  either  of  them, 
at  the  time  of  rendering  the  account,  shall  immediately  be  paid  to 
some  one  of  their  successors  in  office. 

§  27.  Every  Trustee  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  render  such 
account,  or  to  pay  over  any  balance  so  found  in  his  hands,  shall,  for 
each  ofience,  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars* 

§  28.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  his  successors  in  oftice  to  prosecute 
without  delay,  in  their  name  of  office,  for  the  recovery  of  such  for- 
feiture, such  forfeit  money  to  be  applied  to  school  purposes ;  they 
shall  also  sue  for  and  recover  any  unpaid  balance  in  the  hands  of  a 
former  Trustee  or  his  representatives,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  re. 
cover  twenty.five  per.  cent,  interest  on  the  balance  so  unpaid. 

§  29.  All  bonds  or  securities  taken  by  the  Trustees  from  the  Col- 
lector of  their  District,  shall,  on  the  expiration  of  their  office,  be  dea. 
livered  over  to  their  successors  in  office. 

§  30.  The  Collector  of  each  School  District  shall  be  allowed 
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eight  ceiit»  ow  everfdoUwt  collected  and  paid  over  by  bim;  and  if 
shall  be  his  du^  to  ooUect  and  pay  over  to  the  Trustees  of  his  di9> 
trict,  or  some  one  of  them,  all  modies  which  be  shall  be  required  by 
warrant  to  collect,  within  the  time  limited  by  such  warrant  for  its^ 
return*  and  take  a  receipt  therefor. 

§  31.  The  Trustees  of  erery  School  District  shall  be  requrred  to 
prosecute  and  sue  for  all  monies^  if  not  paid  over  by  the  Collector  of 
their  District,  in  same  mannerr  ar  prescribed  in  the  2dtlr  section  of 
this  chapter,  relatiTO  to  former  Trastees; 

§  32.  Any  person  considering:  Viraself  aggneved  in  consequence 
of  any  decision  made,  or  any  act  dime  b^  any  School  District  meet- 
ing,  or  by  the  Trustees  of  any  School  District,  or  the  refusal  of  sue b 
Trustees  to  do  any  act,  or  perform  any  chity  required  by  him,  majp 
appeal  to  the  County  Superintendent,  wheeo  declsiooe  thereon,  af- 
ter a  hearing  of  the  parties,  shall  be  final. 

§  33.  The  Trustees  of  any  School  Districf,  or  any  other  persons, 
eonceiviDg  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  County  Superintendent,  in 
forming,  altering,  or  in  refusing  to  form  or  alter  any  School  District, 
may  appeal  to  the  State  Superintendent,  whose  decision  thereon 
&hall  be  final. 


REPORT  OF  HON.  WM.  A.  FORWARD. 


To  his  Excellency  W.  D.  Moseley, 

Governor  of  the  Slate  of  Florida : 
Sm  : — In  compliance  with  a  commission  from  you,  appointing  me 
"  a  Commissioner  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Florida  to  examine  and' 
report  on  the  subject  of  a  Common  School  System  for  the  State,**  h 
respectfully  submit  the  following  BUI  as  n^  Report,  believing  tha( 
no  remarks  are  necessary  in  addition  thereto  to  a  perfect  compre- 
hension of  my  views,  viz  :■ 

AN  ACT  establishing  a  Common  School  System  for  the  State  of 

Florida. 

8UPEBIITTENDENT  OF  COSUfON  SCHOOLS. 

SccnoN  ^,  Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
olives  of  the  State  of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened^  That 
there  shall  bo  appointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools^ 
who  shall  bold  his  office  for  a  term  of  four  years,  unless  sooner  ic- 
moved  by  the  concurrent  action  of  the  Governor  and  Senate  for 
good  cause  shewn,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit,  at  least  once  in 
each  year,  every  school  organized  under  this  act,  also  every  county 
and  every  township  in  which  there  are  settlers,  assist  in  the  organi- 
sation of  schools,  and  in  the  procuring  of  suitable  teachers,  to  lec-- 
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ilare  in  each  «Aiool,  county,  and  township  on  all  suitable  occasions, 
urging  upon  the  people  the  necessity  of  earnest  attention  to  their 
schools,  to  address  the  pupils,  visit  the  teachers,  and  as  many  as  pos- 
-eible  of  the  &milies,  using  his  influence  on  all  occasions  for  the  ben. 
efit  of  the  cause  which  he  is  employed  to  advocate  and  superintend. 
He  shall  make  a  report,  both  historical  and  suggestive,  to  every  ses- 
«ion  of  the  Legislature,  and  oflener  if  required  oy  the  Governor. — 
In  said  report,  amonff  other  things,  he  shall  commend  to  the  favora- 
4)le  notice  of  the  public  all  teachers  who  may  have  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  practice  of  their  profession,  and  also  every  individ. 
«al  pupil  who  may  be  deserving  of  such  distinction,  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Education,  he  shall  furnish  all  requisite 
Uank  forms  for  returns. 

§  2.  Be  it  further  enaded^  That  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to 
the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  who  is  not  at  the 
4ime  of  his  appointment  of  the  full  age  of  thirty  years,  a  citizen  of 
ihe  United  States,  and  who  has  not  resided  within  the  State  of  Flo- 
^-ida  two  years. 

^  3.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  altowed  to  the  Su. 
ferintendent  of  Common  Schools  the  sum  of  8  ^r  his  salary, 

and  the  sum  of  $  for  travelling  expenses,  to  be  ^paid  quarterly 
«ut  of  the  common  school  fund  hereinafter  provided. 

COMXISSIOKCRS   OF  COMMON  SCHOOLa. 

§  4.  Be  U  further  enacted,  That  it  €hall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  Circuit  Court  in  each  County,  and  in  cases  where  counties 
are  consolidated  for  judicial  purposes,  in  such  counties  as  are  consol. 
idated  and  for  which  he  k  elected  Clerk,  to  order  an  election  to  be 
Iseld  at  the  precincts  therein  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  next,  and 
every  two  years  thereafter,  for  the  election  of  Commissioners  of  Corn- 
mum  Schods,  under  such  laws,  forms,  restrictions,  rules  and  regulations 
as  are  provided  for  the  election  of  county  officers  throughout  the  State, 
and  as  are  not  inconsistent  with  this  act,  requiring  returns  of  said 
election  to  be  made  to  the  Clerk  instead  of  to  the  Judge  of  Probate, 
and  that  the  Clerk  should  gives  certificates  of  election,  and  do  all 
other  things  required,  instead  of  the  Judge  of  Probate. 

^  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  elected  in  each^ 
and  erery  county  as  many  Commissioners  of  Common  Schools  there  ' 
in  as  there  are  townshiips,  and  fractional  townships,  and  parts  of  tow  tv* 
ships  within  said  county,  and  one  Commissioner  to  be  taken  fr^m 
each  township,  and  fractional  township,  and  part  of  township,  provi. 
ding  there  is  a  person  eligible  to  the  office  living  in  said  township, 
and  factional  township,  and  part  of  township.  That  said  Commis- 
sioners  when  elected  shall  be  Trustees  of  all  the  lands  eelected  for 
common  school  purposes  within  and  for  the  respective  townships,  and 
fractional  townships,  and  parts  of  townships  in  said  county  ;  and  un- 
til the  sale  of  said  lands  they  shall  take  under  their  care  said  lands, 
and  miy  lease  out  the  same,  if  they  think  proper,  and  shall  be  a  body 
coTfotJiie  by  the  name  of  *'  Commissioners  of  Common  Schools''  in 
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their  said  county,  and  shall  be  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  and 
shall  possess  all  the  powers  necessary  for  the  collection  of  rents  and 
for  the  purposes  of  preserving  said  lands  from  waste  or  damage, — 
That  said  Commissioners  shall  meet  at  the  Court  House  in  their  re- 
spective counties,  and  if  there  be  no  Court  House  in  said  countj,  then 
at  some  house  at  or  near  the  county  site,  at  least  once  a  quarter, 
commencing  with  the  first  Monday  in  June  after  their  election,  and 
at  such  other  times  and  places  as  they  may  be  required  to  assemble 
by  order  of  their  President.  That  they  shall  keep  a  record  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  each  meeting,  which  shall  be  always  open  for  in- 
spection. That  at  their  first  meeting  they  shall  appoint  one  of  their 
body  President,  and  another  Secretary,  and  a  majority  of  said  Com- 
missioners  shall  always  be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business, 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  President  or  Secretary,  they  may  elect  per- 
sons to  fill  those  offices,  or  cither  of  them,  pro  tem. 

§  6.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  "  Commissioners  of  Com- 
mon Schools"  shall,  among  their  other  duties,  act  as  School  Inspectors ; 
and  for  this  purpose  teachers  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  prl- 
vileges  of  this  act,  shall  apply  to  them  for  a  License,  and  it  shall  be 
their  duty,  at  an  early  day  as  possible,  at  some  convenient  place  to  be 
appointeid,  to  examine  the  applicants  as  to  their  qualifications  as 
teachers;  and  if  found  qualified,  to  give  them  a  license,  in  such  form 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Education,  and  to  revoke  said 
license  for  good  cause.  They  shall  visit  and  thoroughly  inspect  the 
schools,  making  themselves  familiar  with  all  the  details  of  their  man- 
agement in  all  respects.  They  shall  require  from  each  teacher  quar* 
terly  reports  concerning  their  school,  comprising  tabular  statements 
made  in  such  a  form  vis  may  be  indicated  by  blank  forms  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  Superintendent,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Education.  They  shall  make  annual  reports  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, embracing  a  statement  of  proceeds  of  school  lands,  and  all  their 
transactions  relative  thereto,  also  names  of  teachers  licensed,  and 
general  remarks  upon  the  management  and  merits  of  teachers,  and 
pf  the  distinguished  pupils  of  each  school,  and  make  such  suggestions 
as  will,  in  thejr  opinion,  improve  the  system. 

^  7.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to 
the  office  of  **  Commissioner  of  Common  Schools,''  who  is  not  at  the 
time  of  his  election  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  qualified 
Toter  for  Assemblyman  and  County  officers  in  said  County,  and  at 
the  time  of  bis  election  a  resident  in  the  township,  or  fractional 
township,  or  part  of  township,  for  which  he  is  elected — unless  there 
be  no  person  eligible  to  election  in  said  township,  or  fractional 
township,  or  part  of  township,  then,  in  that  case,  a  Commissioner, 
duly  qualified  in  other  respects,  may  be  taken  from  any  other  town* 
ship,  or  fractional  township,  or  pait  of  township  in  the  county,  and 
designated  as  Commissioner  for  the  said  vacant  township.  That 
the  Commissioners  elected  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  re- 
ceive the  ceriificates  of  their  election  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit 
Court,  i^nd  shall  serve,  unless  they  remove  fron^  the  County. 
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^  8.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  said  Commissioners  of  Common 
Schools  shall  be  elected  by  the  joint  vote  of  the  county,  and  voters 
therefor  shall  have  the  tjualifications  of  voters  for  Assemblymen  and 
County  officers,  and  the  elections  therefor  shall  be  conducted,  ex- 
cept as  herein  otherwise  provided,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  eleo» 
tion  for  County  officers,  and  elections  to  fill  vacancies  shall  be  or* 
dered  in  conformity  to  the  spirit  of  (his  act ;  and  that  the  voters,  at 
their  elections,  shall  designate  upon  their  ticket  the  particular  town- 
ship, or  fractional  township,  or  part  of  township,  for  which  the  indi<- 
vidual  for  whom  they  vote,  is  to  act  as  Commissioner  ;  and  that  the 
certificate  of  said  Commissioner  shall  specify  for  what  township,  or 
fractional  township,  or  part  of  township,  they  are  elected. 

§  9.  Be  it  further  enaeted,  That  the  sales  of  school  lands  in  or 
belonging  to  townships,  shall  not  be  made  without  the  consent,  in 
writing,  of  the  Commissioner  for  that  particular  township  ;  and  that 
his  consent  thus  given  shall,  in  all  cases,  and  for  all  purposes,  be 
considered  the  consent  of  all  the  inhabitants  residing  in  said  county; 
and  that,  in  cases  where  townships  lie  within  two  or  more  counties, 
in  consequence  of  being  divided  by  county  lines,  (hen,  in  such  case, 
the  consent  of  all  the  Commissioners  for  that  township  shall  be  ne- 
cessary. 

§  10.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  It  shall  be  the  further  duty  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Common  Schools  so  soon  as  returns  be  made  to  them 
of  the  respective  lands  in,  or  belonging  to  each  township,  to  erect 
suitable  school  houses,  in  such  places  as  they  may  designate ;  selecting, 
if  subservient  to  the  public  interest,  sites  from  said  township  school 
lands,  and  which,  when  selected,  shall  be  reserved  from  sale  ;  but 
when  sites  cannot  conveniently  be  selected  from  said  lands,  then 
they  are  hereby  authorised,  with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, to  purchase  land  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  taking  deeds  there^ 
fore  in  the  name  of  themselves  and  their  successors  in  office.  The 
expenses  of  said  purchase  shall  be  provided  for  by  the  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation. That  when,  in  the  discri^tion  of  said  Commissioners,  it  is 
necessary  to  erect,  or  cause  to  be  erected,  a  school  house,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  them,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  to  call  upon  the  in- 
habitants residing  within  a  reasonable  distance  from  said  contem* 
plated  building,  for  labor  or  taxes  in  aid  of  the  erection  thereof; 
and  any  person  refusing  to  furnish  said  aid,  or  pay  said  taxes,  upon 
reasonable  notice,  shall  be  disqualified  from  voting  in  said  county 
for  any  school  officer  for  one  year. 

A   COMMON   SCHOOL. 

§  11.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  to  constitute  a  Common  School^ 
so  as  to  entitle  the  teacher  thereof  to  draw  money  under  this  act, 
the  said  school  shall  embrace  a  teacher  regularly  licensed  by  the 
Aforesaid  Commissioners,  or  Board  of  Trustees,  and  at  least  seven 
children,  male  and  female,  who  shall  not  be  all  of  one  family ;  and 
in  those  townships  of  the  State  where  the  population  is  too  sparse  to 
organize  a  school  in  one  settlement,  there  may  be  two  or  raoro 
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tieighborhtedt  embraced,  and  the  School  CommiiMOiiers  may  aHow 
the  teacher  io  itiDorate  fi«m  neighborhood  to  ne^hborhood,  teach- 
ing the  children  thereof  ae  best  can  be  done  ;  and  the  whole  of  his 
or  her  itinerancy  shall  be  embraced  in  one  school,  and  Trustees 
elected,  and  returns  made  accordingly. 

§  12.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  elected  annually 
in  each  Common  School,  by  the  parents  and  guardians  sending  chil* 
dren  to  said  school,  in  such  manner  and  mode  as  they  may  agree  up- 
on  among  themselves,  two  or  more  Trustees,  the  returns  of  whose 
election  shall  be  made,  by  some  one  of  the  voters,  to  the  Commis- 
eioner  of  Common  Schools  for  the  county.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  said  Trustees  to  employ  the  teachers  for  their  respective 
schools,  and  make  such  agreement  with  them  as  may  be  desired  by 
a  majortiy  of  the  contributors  to  said  school ;  and  after  Trustees  apo 
elected  for  a  paAicular  school,  they  shall  have  the  charj^e  of  the 
fichool  house  or  houses,  and  no  one  shall  teach  therein  without  their 
permission  and  engagement.  That  said  Trustees  shall  certify,  upon 
each  return  of  the  teacher,  the  number  of  scholars  in  their  said 
«chool,  and  such  other  facts  embraced  therein,  as  are  within  their 
knowledge  ;  they  shall  visit  the  school  once  a  month,  and  oftener  if 
possible,  and  see  that  their  teacher  makes  the  necessary  reports,  and 
in  all  things  perferms  his  duty. 

TEiVCHEBS. 

§  13.  Beit  further  enacted^  That  no  school  teacher  shall  draw, 
or  be  entitled  to  any  of  the  Common  School  Fund  of  this  State;  who 
is  not  a  regularly  licensed  teacher  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
and  who  has  not,  in  his  or  her  charge,  a  regularly  organized  school, 
According  to  the  provisions  hereof,  and  who  does  not  make  the  regu- 
lar returns  herein  required  of  him  or  her.  Thai  all  teachers  in  ap. 
plying  for  a  distributive  share  of  said  fund,  shall  make  quarterly  re. 
iturns  to  the  Commissioners,  certified  to  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
jscbool,  of  the  number  of  scholars  in  each  school,  and  such  other  facts. 
And  in  such  tabular  form,  as  he  may  be  required  to  render,  by  the 
fioard  of  Education,  the  Superintendents,  the  Commissioners  and 
Trustees,  or  either  of  them.  That  each  teacher  shall  receive,  by 
order  of  the  Board  of  Education,  such  sum  for  each  scholar  in  his  or 
her  school,  as  the  Board  of  Education  may  consider  the  funds  will 
warrant,  which  amount  shall  be  paid  to  him  or  her,  or  his  or  her 
order,  semi-annually  ;  and  in  case  the  teacher  should  teach  for  a  less 
period  than  six  months,  then  he  or  she  shall  receive  his  or  her  school 
money,  in  proportion  to  the  time. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATIOK. 

§  14.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  the  Attorney  General,  the  Register 
of  Public  Lands,  the  Comptroller,  the  Treasurer,  and  the  Superin* 
iendent  of  Common  Schoolis,  shall  constitute  a  Board  of  Educatimi^ 
within  the  meaning  of  this  act ;  of  which  Board  the  Superintendeat 
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ef  Comcnon  SchooTs  shall  be  ex.officio  President.  Tkey  shall  con^ 
rene  senii-annuallj,  and  oflener  if  the  public  good  require,  at  the  seaf 
of  Government,  and  for  their  servkes  in  this  Board,  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  any  paj,  but  may  allow  and  pay  out  of  the  fund  under  their 
control  any  necessary  and  reasonable  clerk  hire,  and  any  necessary 
and  reasonable  contingent  expenses. 

§  1&.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  Board  of  Education 
shall  keep  fiiithtul  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  their  meetings,  andl 
ef  all  their  acts  and  doings,  which  books  of  record  shall  be  open  al 
all  times  for  inspect^.  They  shall  by  such  rules,  regulations,  bondr 
and  restrictions,  vmJte  such  provision  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  Common  School  Fund,  and  for  the  investment 
and  appropriation  thereof,  accordinjg  to  the  spirit  ftnd  meaning  of  thlir 
act,  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  all  other  acts  now  enacted  or  hereaf- 
ter to  be  enacted,  connected  with  this  subject. 

§  16.  BeU  further  enacted^  That  the  said  Beard  of  Education' 
shall  keep  a  record  of  the  names  of  all  such  pupils  as  shall  be  from* 
time  to  time  reported  (as  herein  provided)  as  deservin^rof  distinctionr 
which  said  pupils  shall  stand  as  '*  Cadets"  for  free  education  by  the 
State,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Education,  in  any  of  the 
Public  Seminaries  of  this  State,  and  shall  rank  and  be  entitled  to  ad- 
mission therein,  according  to  the  date  of  his  or  her  being  so  reported^ 

^  11.  Beit  further  enacted^  That  the  **  Commissioners  of  Com- 
mon Schools"  shall  pay  annually  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Board  ot 
Education,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  come  into  their  hands 
from  the  rent  or  other  proceeds  of  the  sixteenth  sections,  that  the  pro- 
ceeds arising  from  the  sales  of  said  sixteenth  sections,  shdl  be  paid  into' 
the  treasury  of  the  said  Board  of  Education,  and  the  principal  invested 
by  them ;  the  interest  of  which  to  be  appropriated  by  them  according  to 
the  provisions  and  spirit  of  this  act,  that  the  five  per  cent  nett  proceeds' 
of  the  sale  of  land  sold  by  Congress,  and  the  sum  derived  from  the  Gen- 
eral Government  a%  the  Territory's  share  of  the  distribution  of  the* 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasu- 
ry of  the  said  Board  of  Education,  and  which  Board  are  hereby  au- 
thorised, to  demand  and  receive  the  same,  and  the  same  shall  be  ap- 
propriated by  them  according  to  the  provisions  and  spirit  of  this  act^ 
and  which  fund  provided  in  this  section  shall  form  a  fund  for  **  Com-^ 
men  Schools"  to  be  called  the  Common  School  Fund. 

§  18.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  as  it  may  not  be  deemed  expe. 
dient  to  sell  the  sixteenth  sections  belonging  to  some  of  the  townships,- 
or  fractional  townships,  until  a  favorable  time,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  said  Board  of  Education  to  apply  for  the  benefit  of  such  town- 
ftbips,  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  lands  of  any  of  the  other 
townships,  by  way  of  an  investment,  to  be  refunded  when  the  lands- 
selected  for  such  township  shall  be  sold. 

19.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  the  further  duty  of  the 
Board  of  Education  to  keep  separate  accounts  with  each  township 
and  fractional  township,  and  annually  report  the  same,  crediting  a 
^wnsb^p  or  fractional  township  by  its  No.  and  County,  or  any  other 
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UppropriUte  designation,  with  amounts  receired,  to  its  credit,  and  de« 
bitinff  the  same  with  the  amounts  expended  therefor,  a  statement  of 
which  shall  also  be  furnished  by  the  Board  jearlj,  td  the  Commis^ 
sioners  of  Common  Schools  in  each  county. 

^  20.  Beit  fur/her  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  dtfty  of  the  said 
Board  of  Education  to  procure  from  the  Register  of  Public  Lands,  ti 
list  of  selections  of  the  lands  for  each  township  or  fractional  township, 
having  the  same  inscribed  carefully  in  a  book  for  presertation,  a  copy 
shall  be  furnished  by  said  Board  to  the  Commissioners  of  Commod 
Schools  in  each  county,  embracing  only  the  lands  within  their  res^ 
pective  counties  ;  and  when  sale  are  made  of  any  of  said  lands,  the 
same,  with  the  proceeds  of  sale  and  names  of  purchasers,  shall  alsa 
be  entered  in  said  book,  and  a  copy  furnished  to  the  Coounissioners 
in  the  county  in  which  the  lands  were  situated. 

§  21.  Beit  further  enacted.  That  all  fractional  townships  in  each 
county,  and  all  parts  of  townships  in  each  county,  made  parts  of  town- 
ships by  County  lines,  sh&ll  be  deemed  as  townships,  and  all  the  pro' 
visions  of  this  act  shall  apply  to  such  fractional  townships,  and  such 
parts  of  townships,  the  same  as  though  they  were  townships,  except^ 
ing  as  otherwise  provided  herein. 

\  22.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  Case  from  any  cause,  there 
should  be  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools,  it  shall,  and  may  be  lawful,  for  the  Governor,  in  vacation,  to 
fill  up  the  vacancy  for  the  unexpired  term,  by  appointment ;  which 
appointment  shall  cease  at  the  end  of  the  session  of  the  first  Legisla*' 
ture  thereafter,  unless  the  same  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  Senate.- 
That  vacancies  in  the  office  of  Commissioners  of  Common  Schools, 
shall  be  filled  for  the  unexpired  term,  by  new  election,  which  shall 
be  ordered  by  the  Clerk,  as  provided  herein  ;  and  vacancies  of  Triis^ 
tees  shall  bo  filled  by  election  of  the  parents  andf  guardians  of  the 
respective  scholars  in  each  school.  t 

§  23.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  damaging  or  conv* 
mitting  waste  upon  any  of  the  township  school  lands  in  this  State,  shall 
be  liable  to  be  indicted,  and  on  conviction, shall  be  fined  or  imprisoned, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Jury  trying  the  complaints. 

§  24.  Be  it  furtlier  enacted  That  if  any  Commissioner  of  Com- 
mon Schools,  who  may  be  elected  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall,  while  he  resides  in  said  county,  refuse  to  accept  or  neglect  to 
perform  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  shall  be  liable  to  bo  indicted  for  a 
misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction,  shall  be  fined  at  thd  discretion  of  a 
Jury. 

§  25.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  of  the  officers  enuntiera< 
ted  in  this  act,  shall  wilfully  misappropriate,  or  shull  apply  to  his  own 
use,  any  of  the  funds  enumerated  in  this  act,  he  shall  be  liable  to  be 
indicted,  and  on  conviction,  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding 
double  the  amount  so  misappropriated  or  used,  or  imprisoned  not  ex- 
ceeding two  years  at  the  discretion  of  a  Jury,  and  shall  be  forever  dis« 
qualified  from  holding  any  office  in  this  State, 

§  26.  Be  it  further  enaeted,  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  in' 
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^niistent  with  thit  act,  be«  wad  the  same  are  hereby  rejpealed,  iqmI 
itsbalt  be  the  dutj  of  the  Jiidgei  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  this  Statd 
to  give  this  act  in  ctiarge  to  the  Grand  Juries^ 

Upon  reading  this  Bill,  your  Excellency  will  readily  perceive^ 
that  it  is  made  in  anticipation  o(  the  sale  of  the  School  landsf 
without  which,  I  am  unable  to  devise  a  Comnton  School  System 
throughout  the  State.  As  our  Legislature  have,  by  resolution  passed 
12th  December^  1845,  requested  our  Representatives  in  Congress,  ta 
urge  the  passage  of  a  law  giving  to  the  State  authority  to  sbia  the 
S<£oo]  lands,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  such  a  Bill  will  be  passed 
during  the  coming  session  of  Coagress  ^  that  being  done,  I  am  una* 
ble  to  perceive  aoy  obstacle  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  the  syUmi 
mbove  reported^ 

i  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  Ob't,  Serv't., 

WILUAM  A.  FORWARD. 
8L  Augustbe,  E.  Florida^  Oct.  11, 1847. 


REPORT  OF  HON.  WM.  MARVIN. 

To  His  Excellency  Wk.  D.  Mosslbt, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Florida : 

Snt : — I  had  the  honor,  sometime  during  the  last  summer,  to  re^ 
ceive  front  your  Excellency  a  commission,  appointing  me  a  Com- 
missioner of  Common  Schools  for  the  Southern  District  of  the  States 
.This  appointment,  I  suppose,  was  made  under  the  authority  of  a  res- 
olution  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  *'  requesting  the  Governor  to 
appoint  in  each  division  of  the  State  two  competent  persons,  who 
shall  be  requestied  to  submit  to  the  next  General  Assembly,  a  plan 
for  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  Common  Schools  adapted  to 
their  section  of  the  State,  with  such  remarks  as  may  seem  to  them 
necessary  to  a  perfect  comprehensionr  of  their  views ;  and  also  to* 
give  their  views  with  regard  to  the  establishment  of  Acistdemies,  and 
the  two  Universities,  and  the  manner  of  their  organization :  Pro' 
vided^  That  no  coibpensation  shall  be  paid  to  the  pefrsons  so  ap« 
pointed." 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contaitied  iA  thiiT  resolotion,  I 
herewith  submit  to  your  Excellency,  to  be  laid  before  the  General 
Assembly,  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment  of  Schools  throughout  the  State"-^which  is  as  well  adapted  tor 
this  section  of  the  State,  and  also  to  the  whole  Stsfte,  as  I  am  capa- 
ble of  making  it. 

I  also  submit  a  few  remarks  upon  the  bill,  as  requested,  in  order 
to  facilitate  a  correct  understanding  of  its  principal  provisions. 

It  is  known  to  every  person  acquainted  with  the  financial  re. 
sources  and  condition  of  the  State,  that  a  system  of  free  schools,  or 
schools  supported  at  the  State  expense,  cannot,  at  present,  be  mai»^ 
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tainedy  without  resorting  to  an  increased  rate  of  taxation^  Tie* 
School  Fund  it  still  in  an  elementary  condition^  and,  to  a  considenu- 
ble  degree,  is  yet  to  be  created.  Beaides  the  income  of  this  smalk- 
fund,  I  know  of  no  means  possessed  by  the  State,  but  direct  taxation, 
with  which  to  defray  the  exf>enses  of  a  system  of  free  schools*  To" 
taxation  for  this  object,  and  to  the  extent  necessary  to  the  success  of 
a  system  of  iree  schools,  Idanioi  think  that  the  people  are  prepared 
to  consent.  A  system  of  entirely  free  schools  then,  for  this  State,  is; 
I  think,  entirely  out  of  the  question,  for  some  years  to  come.  Schoola 
can  only  be  established  and  maintained  by  the  Toluntary  exertioBs 
of  individuals,  aided,  in  some  degree,  by  the  income  of  the  school 
fund,  and  associated  together  with  a^  view  to  an  apportionraent  and 
dirision  of  the  expense. 

The  State,  howcTer,  can  do  much  ta  assist  in  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  schools,  tt  can,  as  its  roTenues  increase,  and 
opportunity  of&rs,  augment  the  school  fund,  by  grants  and  ddnations. 
It  can  provide  by  law  for  the  prudent  and  careful  management  and 
administration  of  this  fund,  and  apply  the  annual  income  to  teachers 
salaries,  or  charges  for  tuition,  and  thus  diminish  the  expense  to- 
parents.  It  can  aid  parents  in  associating,  and  uniting  their  efibrts- 
in  the  support  ei  schools,  by  passing  laws  giving  a  legal  sanction  to 
their  association,  and  efficiency  to  their  exertions. 

The  bill  submitted  n  drawn  np  with  reference  to  these  general 
views  of  the  subject.  It  is  divideid  into  five  heads  or  articles,  for  the- 
convenience  of  reference,  as  well  as  Iot  a  more  ready  understanding 
of  the  whole  subject.  Article  I,  treats  of  the  School  Fund,  its  man- 
agement, investment,  and  the  distribution  of  its  income.  Article  II, 
treats  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  his  duties.  Arti^ 
cle  III,  treats  of  the  County  Superintendent  and  his  duties.  Article 
IV,  treats  of  School  Districts  and  Schools.  Article  V,  treats  of  Ap-^ 
peals  to  the  State  Superintendent.  I  submit  a  few  remarks  upo» 
each  (^  these  articles.    And  first : 

A&TICLB  I. 

€f  the  Schod  Fmd. 

The  first  section  of  this  article  points  out  the  sources  of  the  State- 
Common  School  Fund,  which  are  :  I.  The  five  per  centum  of  the 
neU  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  granted 
by  Congress  to  the  State  for  the  purposes  of  education.  This  five 
pef  cent  for  the  year  1845,  amounted  to  $975.80.  For  the  year 
1846,  $2000  were  estimated  by  the  President  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
seminary  lands  in  his  report  of  that  year.  2d.  The  proceeds  of  the' 
sales  of  the  sixteenth  sections  or  school  lands  in  each  township.  These 
lands  were  granted  by  Congress  to  the  State,  for  the  use  of  the  in* 
habitants  of  &e  respective  townships,  in  which  the  section  is  situated- 
— See  act  of  Congress  of  1845. — By  the  terms  of  the  grant,  the 
proceeds  oftheir  sale  cannot  be  consolidated  into  one  common  fundt- 
and  further  legislation  of  Congress  is  necessary  to  effect  this  object.- 
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1  agree  entirely  with  what  it  said  by  the  President  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  seminary  lands,  in  his  excellent  report  for  the  year  1846|  upon 
die  subject  of  the  expediency  of  selliug  these  lands,  and  consolidating 
the  proceeds*  No  considerable  number  of  schools  can  e?er  be  es- 
tablished,  or  orgaaiied  in  this  State,  with  any  reference  to  town- 
ship  lines.  But!  incline  to  differ  with  him  in  supposing  that  Con- 
greu  will  re<|uire  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  particular 
township,  to  such  consolidation.  It  is  true,  that  in  the  acts  of  Con<^ 
ffress  authorizing  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Alabama,  to  sell  their  school 
uuids,  a  proviso  is  inserted,  requiring  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants 
of  each  township  to  be  given,  previous  to  the  sale,  and  also  a  pro- 
viso, securing  to  the  inhabitants  of  each  township  the  proceeds  of  its 
own  sixteenth  section.  But  it  is  to  be  remarked,  in  relation  to  the  orig- 
inal grants  of  th^se  lands,  that  they  were  made,  not  to  the  State  for 
the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  ^.,  but  to  the  inhabitants  themselves,  so 
4hat  the  State  could  neither  manage  nor  sell  them.  Not  so  as  to 
the  Florida  grant.  It  is  made  to  ihe  State  for  the  use,  &c.  Is  it 
not  probable  that  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Alabama,  simply  sought  of 
C!ongress  authority  to  sell  their  lands,  and  that  the  Representatives 
from  these  States,  themselves,  caused  the  provisos  and  restrictions  to 
be  inserted  in  the  bill,  as  consistent  with  their  own  State  policy  in 
relation  to  Schools:  As  to  Ohio,  and  I  believe  also  as  to  Indiana, 
their  schools  are  established  and  organized  Jn  reference  to  township 
^boundaries,  as  is  the  case  also  in  New  York,  and  in  (he  New  Eng- 
land States  generally.  The  Ohio  act  is  the  first  in  order  of  time,  and 
the  Indiana  and  Alabama  acts  appear  to  be  mere  copies  of  it. 

The  practice  of  Congress  reserving  the  sixteenth  section  from  sale 
and  granting  it  for  the  support  of  schools  within  the  townships,  com- 
menced as  early  as  1765,  under  the  confederation.  It  was  first  ap- 
plied to  the  North-west  Territory,  out  of  which  have  since  been  form  - 
^  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Iowa,  dsc.  As  to 
this  Territory,  it  could,  at  that  early  day,  have  been  very  easily  fore- 
seen, that  it  would  possess,  in  the  future,  a  very  dense  white  popula- 
tion, and  be  settled  principally  with  emigrants  from  New  England 
and  New  York,  who  were  familiar  from  their  earliest  recollections, 
with  the  civil  and  political  divisions  of  the  country  into  to\^n8hip8, 
with  their  select  men,  supervisors,  town  clerks,  d^c.^  and  whose 
schools  had  always  been  established  and  organized  with  reference  to 
township  lines.  It  could  be  foreseen,  too,  from  the  uniform  and  gen- 
eral fertility  of  the  country,  that  nearly  every  township  would  be  ca- 
pable of  supporting  a  number  of  schools.  It  was  in  relation  to  this 
country,  that  the  sixteenth  section  was  first  reserved  from  sale  for  the 
maintainance  of  public  schools  within  the  township.  Each  instance  of 
reservation  since,  (with  one  exception,  which  I  shall  soon  notice)  has 
followed  in  the  same  track,  one  law  being  often  servilely  copied  from 
another,  without  any  inquiry  in  relation  to,  or  consideration  for,the  dif- 
ierence  in  country,  climate,  or  people,  until  we  find  in  this  State,  a 
large  majority  of  the  sixteenth  sections  limited  to  the  use  of  the  in- 
iiabitantfi  of  townships  that  will  either  never  be  inhabited  at  all,  or  If 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36 

inhabited,  not  with  people  enough  to  support  a  school ;  and  the  Infaabi* 
lants  of  the  State  are  generally  totally  unacquainted  with  the  civil 
and  political  divisions  of  townships-<-what  was  wise,  politic  and  prac* 
ticable  in  the  Northwest  Territory,  is  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  in 
Florida.  This  apparent  disregard  of  the  difierence  of  country,  cli- 
mate and  people,  has  been  the  result,  I  think,  not  of  design,  not  of  a 
determination  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  adhere  to  one  unbending, 
undeviating  rule,  however  inapplicable  to  particular  cases,  but  to  a 
want  of  thought,  of  proper  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  persona 
who  have  had  the  particular  matter  in  charge.  It  is  easier  to  copy 
a  law  than  to  draw  up  a  new  bill,  and  copy  has  followed  copy  in  each 
of  the  acts  o(  Congress  on  the  subject,  with  one  exception,  and  that 
is  in  the  case  of  Michigan.  In  the  supplementary  act  admiUing  Mich* 
igan  into  the  Union,  passed  in  1836,  the  sixteenth  section  is  granted 
to  the  State  absolutely  and  unconditionally,  and  without  any  declara- 
ration  of  a  use  or  benefit  in  favor  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  particular 
township.  What  Congress  then  did  in  relation  to  Michigan,  where 
schools  can  be  organized  upon  the  basis  of  townships,  and  where  thai 
division  is  familiar  to  the  people,  it  will  do  for  Florida,  where  schools 
cannot  be  organized  with  reference  to  townships,  and  where  such  po- 
litical divisions  do  not  exist.  All  that  this  State  wants  is  the  princi- 
pie  of  the  Michigan  act  applied  to  it, — and  I  feel  persuaded,  that  our 
Senators  and  Representative,  if  themselves  in  favor  of  the  change, 
cannot  fail  to  procure  it  for  the  State. 

It  is  possible,  however,  that  Congress  may  consider  the  grant  aK 
ready  made  as  vesting  such  an  interest  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  res* 
pective  townships,  as  that  body  might  not  feel  authorized  to  vary  or 
qualify,  without  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants,  of  each  township  in- 
terested. But  I  incline  to  think  that  the  request  of  the  General  As- 
sembly  would  be  deemed  by  that  body  a  sufficient  consent,  particular, 
ly,  as  these  sections  are  not  in  possession  of  the  townships,  and  no 
township  schools  have  been  eslablished.  It  would  be  well  at  any 
rate  to  make  the  application  to  Congress  for  leave  to  sell  these  lands 
and  consolidate  the  proceeds  ;  and  if  the  Congress  should  refuse  leave, 
unless  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  townships  be  given,  then 
it  will  be  proper  for  the  General  Assembly  to  consider  in  what  other 
mode  such  consolidation  can  best  be  effected.  The  difficulties  of  ob- 
taining  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  townships, 
appear  to  me  almost  insuperable.  Many  of  the  townships  are  unin. 
habited,  and  probably  always  will  be  ;  others  have  few  inhabitants  ; 
the  township  lines  are  unknown  to  the  inhabitants ;  and  in  the  town- 
ships where  the  section  is  good  for  any  thing,  they  will  not  consent 
to  the  consolidation. 

The  section  of  the  bill  under  consideration  provides,  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  the  sixteenth  sections,  whenever  they  may  bo 
lawfully  consolidated,  shall  constitute  a  common  fund. 

The  next  item  mentioned  in  the  section  as  constituting  a  part  of 
the  school  fund,  is — "  The  nett  proceeds  of  all  estates,  r^l  or  per- 
fon<fij  escheating  or  reverting  to  the  State,  on  ac<^otmi  of  a  defect  of 
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Aetftf  or  next  of  kin.**  At  to  (hit  item,  little  need  be  taid.  flneh  et* 
x^beatt  and  reversions  are  an  unexpected  acquisition,  that  may  well  be 
diverted  from  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  State  and  applied  to  the 
support  of  schools. 

The  next  item  is  the  ''  nett  proceeds^  after  the  paifment  of  talvags 
and  other  expenses^  of  all  property  found  on  the  coasts  or  shores  of  die 
State,  or  brought  into  the  State  or  its  ports  as  toreck  or  derdect  of  the 
sea,  in  the  sense  of  the  maraiime  law^  and  for  which  no  owner  shall  ap» 
pear  and  establish  his  claim  within  a  year  and  a  day"  The  term 
^  wreck,"  by  the  common  law,  means  property  cast  on  shore  by  the 
sea,  but  by  ihe  mariiirae  law  it  has  a  more  extensive  signification, 
and  comprehends  also  property  lost  or  wrecked  at  sea.  The  phrase 
**  derelict  of  the  sea**  means  property  deserted  or  abandoned  at  sea. 
Wreck  and  derelict  of  the  sea,  by  the  ancient  common  law,  belong* 
ed  to  the  King  as  the  sovereign  of  the  country.  The  King  often 
granted  to  lords  of  manors  the  right  to  wrecks  on  the  coast.  After 
the  conquest  of  England  by  William,  Duke  of  Normandy,  the  King 
granted  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  a  high  officer  of  State,  the  right 
to  all  wreck  and  derelict  of  the  sea.  No  subject  has  in  many  years 
held  that  office.  It  is  vested  in  the  King,  and  he,  not  jure  coronae^ 
or  as  King,  but  as  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  claims  wreck  and  dere* 
Hct  of  the  sea.  In  this  country  we  have  neither  King  nor  Lord 
High  Admiral  to  claim  droits  of  Admiralty,  and  the  ancient  rule  of 
the  common  law,  which  is  also  the  rule  of  all  civilized  nations,  and 
which  gives  to  the  sovereign  wreck  and  derelict  of  the  sea,  is  in  full 
force.  The  people  are  the  sovereign,  and  as  such,  have  the  right  to 
all  wreck  and  derelict  of  the  sea,  in  the  absence  of  the  true  owner. 
Whether  the  people  of  a  State,  or  of  the  United  States,  have  this 
right,  may  perhaps  admit  of  some  question  ;  and,  although  the  right 
to  wreck  may  be  admitted  to  be  in  the  State,  the  right  to  legislate  in 
regard  to  wreck,  may  be  In  the  Congress.  Under  the  grant  of  power  to 
regulate  commerce.  Congress  may,  undoubtedly,  pass  laws  for  the  se* 
curity,  sale,  d^.,  of  wrecked  property  and  derelict  of  the  sea  ;  but 
until  Congress  does  pass  laws  upon  the  subject,  I  deem  it  entirely 
proper,  that  the  State  Legislature  should  provide  by  law  for  the  pay* 
ment  into  the  State  Treasury  of  (he  nett  proceeds  of  all  sales  of 
wreck  and  derelict  of  the  sea,  allowing  a  year  and  a  day,  which  is 
the  period  of  time  fixed  by  the  maratime  law,  for  the  owner  to  appear 
in  and  establish  his  claim. 

In  a  State  having  so  extensive,  and,  in  many  parts,  so  dangerous,  a 
aea  coast  as  this,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  this  species  of  property 
ought,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  to  amount  to  a  considerable  sum ; 
and  as  they  constitute  no  part  of  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  State, 
and  arise  out  of  the  misfortunes  and  calamities  of  mostly  strangers 
and  foreigners,  they  may  be  made  a  very  appropriate  ofiering  to  the 
cause  of  education. 

The  items  mentioned,  together  with  such  additions  as  may  here* 
after  be  made  to  the  school  fund,  by  grants  from  the  Legislature,  do* 
nations  from  individuals,  or  in  any  other  manner,  are  declared  in  the 
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jeetion  to  constitute  a  permanent  and  common  fund,  the  interest  if 
which  shall  be  applied  to  the  support  of  schools  throughout  the  Stale, 

In  relation  to  the  general  management  and  investment  of  this  ftrnd, 
but  little  need  be  said.  I  think  the  bill  is  clear,  and  will  be  fully  un- 
derstood on  this  subject.  I  prefer  that  the  fund  Bhould  be  managed 
by  the  Comptroller,  dec.  to  the  creation  of  any  new  office  for  that 
purpose.  The  Comptroller  will  generally  be  a  fit  and  competent 
officer  to  have  the  charge  of  the  investment  of  the  fund,  the  collec- 
tion of  the  interest,  &c.  As  to  the  investment,  the  bill  authorizes 
the  funds  to  be  invested  either  in  State  or  United  States  stocks,  or 
loaned  to  the  citizens  of  the  State,  upon  the  security  of  bond  and 
mortgage  upon  unincumbered  real  estate. 

In  making  loans,  the  principal  matters  for  consideration  and  to  be 
desired,  are  the  security  of  the  money  loaned,  the  prompt  payment  of 
the  interest,  and  a  ready  and  cheap  mode  of  enforcing  payment  of 
the  debt,  if  it  be  not  voluntarily  made.  On  these  points,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  bill  is  sufficiently  guarded.  The  money  is  to  be  loaned 
on  the  security  of  bond  and  mortgage,  upon  unincumbered  real  es- 
tate, with  double  the  amount  loaned,  in  small  sums,  and  for  short  pe- 
riods of  time.  If  default  be  made  in  the  payment  of  either  interest 
•or  principal,  the  whole  debt  is  to  become  due,  and  the  bond  and  mort- 
gage are  to  have  the  effect  of  a  judgment  at  law,  and  the  Comptroller 
may,  at  once,  issue  his  warrant  in  the  nature  of  an  execution  for  the 
•collection  of  the  debt.  I  think  the  money  can  be  loaned  upon  these 
terms,  and  if  so,  these  or  terms  of  a  similar  character  ought  to  be 
eiacted. 

The  9th  section  of  the  bill  provides  for  the  annual  apportionment 
4)f  the  interest  or  income  of  the  school  fund  amongst  the  several 
^counties  of  the  State,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  white  children 
between  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  residing  in  each.  In  order  to 
iinderstand  the  operation  and  practicability  of  this  section,  it  is  neces- 
MLTj  to  advert  to  subsequent  parts  of  the  bill.  By  these,  it  is  provi- 
ded that  County  Superintendents  of  schools  shall  be  elected  in  each 
county,  who  are  authorized,  among  other  things,  to  set  off  and  estab- 
lish school  districts  within  their  respective  counties.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  each  school  district  elect  three  Trustees,  who  have  the  gen- 
eral management  of  the  affiiirs  of  the  school,  build  the  school  house, 
employ  the  teacher,  dec,  and  whose  duty  it  is  also  made  to  make  a 
report  every  year  to  the  County  Superintendent,  stating  in  their  re- 
port Xhe  number  of  white  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and  eigh- 
teen residing  within  their  district  on  the  first  day  of  July.  From 
these  reports  the  County  Superintendent  makes  out  and  forwards  to 
the  State  Superintendent,  before  the  first  day  of  December,  a  report, 
stating  the  whole  number  of  children  between  these  ages  residing 
in  the  county,  so  that  the  State  Superintendent,  on  the  first  day  of 
December,  is  fully  informed  as  to  the  number  of  children  in  each 
county  of  the  State,  on  the  first  day  of  July  previous,  and  the  appor. 
tionment  according  to  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  bill  becomes  a  sim- 
ple matter  of  arithmetical  calculation.    The  Secretary  of  State  is 
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fa  be  Sbfo  Sbperintendeiit  of  ichools.  But  no  comity  if  tor  be  entP 
lied  to  any  portion  of  the  school  monies,  unless  a  school  has  beea 
kept  in  it  for  at  least  three  months  in  the  year.  When  the  appor- 
lionment  is  made,  the  portion  of  each  county  is  to  be  paid  to  the* 
County  Superintendent,  who  divides  it  amongst  the  soToral  school 
districts  in  which  a  school  has-  been  kept  during  the  year,  according 
to  the  number  of  children  in  each,  and  pays  Ihe  portion  of  eadi  dis- 
trict to  the  Trustees,  who  are  required  to  eipend  it  in  the  payment  cT 
the  teachers'  wages  or  salary.  These  various  provisions  secure,  Ist^ 
A  fair  annual  apportionment  and  distribution  of  the  school  moniee 
amongst  the  difihrent  counties  according  to  the  number  of  children 
in  each*  2d«  A  similar  distribution  amongst  the  di^rent  school  diik 
fricta  in  each  county  in  which  a  school  has  been  kept  8d.  The 
application  of  these  monies  to  the  payment  of  teachers'  wages^  sal' 
aries,  or  charges  for  tuition. 

ABTICLB  n« 

Of  the  Suae  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

The  bill  makes  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  virtue  of  his  office, 
State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools.  The  duties  of  the  State* 
Superintendent  are  not  arduous^  and  are  clearly  defined  in  the  bilL 
He  is,  1st.  To  apportion  the  school  monies  amongst  the  several 
counties.  2d.  To  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Governor,  to  be  laid 
before  the  Greneral  Assembly,  of  his  apportionment,  the  number  of 
children  in  the  several  counties  of  the  State,  the  condition  of  the 
schools,  dec.  3d.  To  recommend  school  books,  maps,  dz;c.  The 
recommendation  of  the  State  Superintendent  will  tend  to  introduce 
into  schools  a  better  class  of  school  books  than  parents  or  teachers 
would  be  apt  to  select.  Merchants  and  store  keepers  will  keep  0Q> 
hand  for  sale,  the  books,  dec.  thus  recommended. 

AXTICLB  m.- 

Of  ihe  County  Superintendents. 

The  duties  of  the  County  Superintendents  are,  Isi.  To  establiak 
school  districts  in  his  county.  2d.  To  make  an  annual  report  to  the* 
State  Superintendent  of  the  number  of  children,  schools,  dec.  in  hia^ 
county,  dd.  To  receive  the  school  monies  allotted  to  his  county,  and 
apportion  them  amongst  the  several  school  districts.  4th.  To  visits 
tiie  schools  in  his  county,  and  endeavor  to  promote  the  cause  of  edu« 
cation.  His  office  is-  without  fees  or  emoluments,  and  he  will  gen^ 
erally  be  selected  on  account  of  his  superior  interest  or  zeal  in  the* 
eause  of  education,  and  his  general  fitness  for  the  office. 

ARTICLE   IV. 

Of  School  Districts  and  Schools. 

Although  an  attentive  reading  of  the  bill  upon  this  subject  cannot 
fail,  as  I  think,  to  make  its  provisions  understood,  yet  a  cursory  and^ 
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genend  noQce  of  them,  in  tbii  place,  may  not  be  entirely  to^<r 
fluousk 

Aceording  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  the  County  Superintendenfr 
of  eiiclk  county  establish,  in  their  respective  counties,  school  dis- 
tricts^inthe  different  towns,  tillages,  neighborhoods  and  settlements^ 
as  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  may  require,  and  fix  the  time 
and  place  of  the  first  district  meeting  of  the  inhabitants.  The  in- 
habitants  of  each  district,  or  such  of  them  as  are  entitled  to  vote, 
whenever  lawfiilly  assembled,  either  at  their  first  or  any  subsequent 
meeting,  have  power,  among  other  things,  to  designate  a  site  for  the 
district  school  house ;  to  vote  and  lay  a  tax  upon  the  taxable  inhabi* 
tants  of  the  district  for  the  pnrpose  of  building  or  purchasing  a  school 
house  and  keeping  it  in*  repair ;  to  choose  three  Trustees,  who  in 
general  terms  are  empowered  to  execute  the  votes  and  resolutions  of 
the  meeting,  by  building  or  purchasing  the  school  house,  employing 
the  teacher,  dec.  The  meeting  also  appoints  the  time  and  place  of 
holding  subsequent  meetings,  and  choose  a  clerk  and  collector.  The 
inhabitants  tax  themselves,  for  building  the  school  house.  The  Trus- 
tees cannot  tax  them.  When  the  tax  is  voted,  the  Trustees  appor- 
tion it  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  and  fix  the  amount 
which  each  shall  pay  according  to  the  valiie  of  his  property,  ascer- 
tained*, as  near  as  may  be,  from  the  last  assessment  roll  of  the  county, 
and  make  out  and  deliver  to  the  colleclor  of  the  district  the  tax  list, 
with  their  warrant  for  its  collection.  The  collector  collects  the  tax 
and  pays  the  money  to  the  Trustees,  Who  build  or  purchase  the  school 
house.  The  Trustees  also  employ  the  teacher.  They  apply  the 
school  monies  received  from  the  State  to  the  payment  of  his  wages, 
salary  or  charges  for  tuition,  and  collect  the  residue  of  his  wages, 
salary  or  charges  for  tuition,  from  the  parents  or  guardians,  whose 
children  or  wards  have  attended  the  school,  according  to  the  number 
of  children  and  days  attendance  which  each  is  liable  &r.  In  making 
this  collection,  they  may  issue  their  warrant  to  the  district  collector, 
who  collects  the  money.  They  are  also  empowered  to  exempt  firom 
the  payment  of  teachers'  wages,  salary,  or  charges  for  tuition  all 
such  indigent  persons  within  the  district  as  they  may  think  proper. 
The  Trustees  also  make  an  annuai  report  (the  form  is  given)  to  the 
County  Superintendent,  who  reports  to  the  State  Superintendent,  and 
he  to  the  General  Assembly.  In  this  way  valuable  statistical  inform 
roation  in  relation  to  schools  h  annually  collected  and  published. 

From  this  brief  review,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  bill  points  out  an 
easy  and  practicable  mode,  by  which  the  inhabitants  of  any  town. 
Tillage  and  neighborhood,  can  assemble,  and  vote  a  tax,  appoint 
Trustees  to  build  a  school  house,  employ  a  teacher,  and  manage 
the  general  a&irs  of  the  school.  A  legal  sanction  is  given  to  the 
votes  and  resolutions  of  the  meeting,  and  a  ready  and  cheap  mode  of 
collecting  the  tax,  and  enforcing  payment  of  the  teachers  wages  or 
charges  for  tution  is  provided — thus  efficiency  is  imparted  to  volun-^ 
tary  efibrts,  and  the  State  aids  the  enterprise  and  exertions  of  indi^ 
viduals. 
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ARTiGLB  nr. 
Of  Appeals. 

The  article  provides  for  appeals  in  all  matters  ofeontroTeny  aris« 
ing  under  the  bill  to  the  State  Superintendent.  I  do  not  regard  the 
article  as  essential  to  the  bill ;  but  it  can  do  no  harm,  and  will  pro- 
bably prove  useful. 

I  here  conclude  what  I  have  to  say  upon  the  subject  of  the  bill 
submitted.  Many  persons,  better  informed  upon  the  subject  than  I 
am,  will  deem  what  I  have  already  said  unnecessary  and  prolix. 
Others  may  possibly  derive  some  profit  from  an  attentive  perusal  of 
the  remarks  I  have  made.  They  are  intended  to  facilitate  a  ready 
and  correct  understanding  of  the  bill,  upon  which  I  have  bestowed  a 
great  deal  of  labor  and  reflection,  however  imperfect  and  defective 
it  may  prove. 

As  to  the  establishment  of  Academies  and  the  two  Universitiesi 
in  regard  to  which  the  Commissioners  are  requested  to  give  their 
views,  I  can,  at  present,  only  say,  that,  believing  that  the  General 
Assembly  would  not  probably  proceed  to  pass  laws  to  provide  for  the 
establishment  of  these,  until  more  of  the  University  lands  were  sold, 
and  a  larger  fund  accumulated,  t  have  given  to  the  subject  but  lit* 
tie  reflection,  and  am  not  prepared  to  express  any  settled  or  well  de* 
fined  views  upon  the  subject.  I  beg  leave,  however,  to  suggest,  as 
worthy  of  consideration,  whether  it  be  not  advisable,  that  Acade- 
mies, in  the  towns  and  villages,  should  be  connected  with  the  two 
Universities  as  branches,  and  thus  partake  oflhe  advantages  of  the 
University  funds.  Such  an  arrangement  would  difiuse  more  general- 
ly through  the  State  the  benefits  of  these  funds,  and  the  means  of  edu- 
cation, than  the  exclusive  application  of  them  to  the  endorsement  of 
two  Universities,  without  such  branches,  could  possibly  do. 

I  regret  to  say,  thai  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Adams,  who  was  also  appointed  a  Commissioner  for  this  District,  I 
have  been  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  his  views  in  drawing  up  the  bill 
reported.      All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  dec.,  d^c. 

WM.  MARVIN. 


OF  SCHOOLS. 

A  BILL  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of 

Scliools  titroughout  the  State. 

ARTICLE    I. 

Of  the  School  Fund. 
Section  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent  a- 
lives  of  the  State  of  Florida,  in  General  Assembly  Convened,  asfoU 
lows:  The  fi^e  percent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  United 
Slates  lands  within  this  State,  granted  by  Congress  to  the  State,  for 
the  purposes  of  education  ;  and  also  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
school  lands,  or  sixteenth  sections  in  the  State,  or  the  lands  that  may 
be  selected  in  lieu  thereof,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  sold  under  the 
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authority  of  the  State,  or  of  Congrera,  and  may  be  lawfully  coatdY^ 
dated  together  with  the  proceeds  of  all  estates,  real  or  personal,  ea- 
cheating  or  reverting  to  the  State  on  account  of  a  defect  of  heirs  or 
next  of  kin ;  and  the  nett  proceeds  after  the  payment  of  salvage  and 
other  expenses  of  all  property  found  on  the  coasts  or  shores  of  the 
State,  or  brought  into  the  State  or  its  ports,  as  wreck  or  derelict  of 
the  sea  in  the  sense  of  maratime  law,  and  for  which  no  owner  shall 
appear  and  establish  his  claim  within  a  year  and  a  day,  together  with 
such  grants  or  additions  aa  may  in  any  manner  hereafter  be  made' 
thereto,  shall  constitute  a  permanent  and  conunon  fund,  to  be  called 
the  School  Fund,  the  interest  or  income  of  which  shall  be  inviolably 
applied  to  the  support  of  common  schools  throufi;hout  the  State. 

§  2.  The  Register  of  the  Land  Office  shall  have  the  care  and 
management  of  all  lands  belonging  to  the  school  fund,  and  shall  when^ 
ever  authorized,  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same  according  to  law.  The 
proceeds  of  all  sales  of  school  lands,  and  ail  monies  belonging  to  the 
common  school  fund,  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State. 

§  3.  The  Treasurer  shall  keep  a  separate  and  distinct  account  of 
all  receipts  and  disbursements  on  account  of  the  school  fund  ;  whicb 
account  shall  show  whether  the  receipt  or  disbursement  be  on  account 
of  the  capital  or  interest  of  such  fund. 

§  4.  Whenever  there  shall  be  in  the  Treasury,  any  money  belong.- 
ing  to  the  capital  of  the  school  fund,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comp- 
troller  to  invest  the  same  in  the  public  stocks  of  this  State,  or  of  the 
United  States,  or  to  loan  the  same  to  the  citizens  ef  this  State,  aa^ 
either  mode  of  investment  shall  be  deemed  by  the  Comptroller,  the 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  and  the  Governor,  most  advan- 
tageous to  such  fund. 

§  5.  Whenever  any  part  of  the  capital  of  said  fund  shall  be  loaned 
to  any  of  the  citizens  of  this  State,  the  repayment  of  such  loan  with 
annual  interest  thereon,  at  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  shall  be  secu* 
red  by  bond  and  mortgage,  taken  in  the  name  of  the  State,  upon  un- 
incumbered real  estate,  worth  in  cash  at  least  double  the  amount  o( 
the  loan.  Additional  collateral  security  may  also  be  taken  by  the 
Comptroller.  No  such  loan  shall  be  made  for  a  longer  period  than 
five  years,  and  no  such  loan  shall  be  renewed.  No  sum  exceeding 
two  thousand  dollars  shall  be  loaned  to  any  one  person. 

.  §  6.  Every  bond  and  mortgage,  given  for  any  such  loan,  shall  con^ 
tain  a  clause  making  the  entire  debt  to  become  due  upon  default  in 
the  payment  of  any  instalment,  or  the  interest  at  the  time  either  be- 
comes due,  and  authorizmg  the  Compt nolle r^  in  behalf  of  the  State, 
upon  such  default,  to  issue  bis  warrant  for  the  collection  of  the  debt, 
interest  and  costs. 

§  7.  Upon  any  such  default  being  made,  the  Comptroller  shall 
issue  his  warrant  in  the  nature  of  an  execution  at  law,  to  the  Sheriff 
of  the  proper  County,  commanding  him  to  levy  the  debt,  interest  and 
costs,  of  the  goods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements  of  the  debtor, 
and  particularly  of  the  mortgaged  premises,  (describing  them,)  and 
that  he  make  return  thereof,  and  of  his  proceedings,  to  the  Comp 
roller, within  four  months  from  the  date  thereof.- 
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'^  8.  Ererj  such  wtrrant  shall  hare  the  force  and  eflbct  of  an  6i«« 
-cution  at  law,  and  shall  be  executed  bj  the  Sheriff  to  whom  it  maj 
be  deliTered,  in  like  manner  as  an  execution  issued  out  of  a  Court  of 
Record.  The  Sheriff  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  liable  to  attachment 
in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  county,  for  any  misleasance  or  nonfea- 
sance in  the  execution  of  such  warrant. 

§  9.  The  income  or  interest  of  the  capital  of  the  school  fund  shall 
be  annually  apportioned,  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Schools,  on 
the  first  day  of  December  in  each  year,  amongst  the  several  counties 
of  the  State,  according  to  the  ratio  of  white  children  between  the 
ages  of  SIX  and  eighteen  years,  residing  within  each  county,  com. 
pared  with  the  number  residing  in  the  whole  State,  as  ascertained 
by  the  annual  reports  made  by  the  several  County  Superintendents. 
But  no  County  shall  have  allotted  to  it  any  part  of  said  monies,  un- 
less it  shall  appear,  by  the  report  of  the  ^County  Superintendent,  that 
at  least  one  School  of  at  least  fifteen  children,  has  been  kept  in  such 
county,  for  a  term  of  at  least  three  months,  during  the  year  last  past 
from  the  date  of  such  return.  Every  such  apportionment  shall  be 
filed  with  the  Comptroller. 

§  10.  Upon  every  such  apportionment  being  filed,  the  Comptrol- 
ler shall  draw  his  several  warrants  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  portion 
each  county  may  be  entitled  to  receive,  and  in  favor  of  each  County 
Superintendent,  or  in  favor  of  such  person  as  the  County  Superinten- 
dent may  appoint  to  receive  the  same,  for  the  use  of  the  several 
Schools  in  his  county,  and  to  be  apportioned  among  them  as  herein- 
after directed. 

ABTIOLE   II. 

Of  the.  State  Superintendent, 
§  1.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  be,  by  virtue  of  iiis  office,  Su- 
^perintendent  of  Schools  for  the  State. 
§  2.  It  shall  be  his  duty  : — 

1.  To  make  an  annual  apportionment  according  to  law,  of  the 
monies  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  several  counties  of  the  State 
fur  the  support  of  Schools,  and  to  file  such  apportionmeni  with  the 
Comptroller^ 

2.  To  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Governor,  to  be  laid  before 
the  General  Assembly,  of  the  number  of  children  in  the  State,  and 
the  number  in  each  county,  between  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen 
years,  the  number  of  Schools  in  the  State,  and  the  number  in  each 
county,  and  the  number  of  children  attending  School  in  each  county^ 
and  in  the  Slate,  according  to  the  reports  made  to  him  by  the  seve^ 
ral  County  Superintendents ;  and  also  to  make  report  of  the  yearly 
apportionments  of  School  monies,  showing  the  amount  apportioned 
to  each  county,  and  to  make  such  suggestions  and  recommendations 
in  relation  to  the  increase  of  the  school  fund,  and  the  improvement 
of  schools,  as  he  may  deem  useful  or  expedient. 

d.  To  recommend,  by  circular  or  otherwise,  from  time  to  time,  as 
he  may  think  advisable,  to  the  County  Superintendents,  Trustees  of 
.School  Districts  and  Teachers,  the  best  school  books,  maps,  charts 
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gkibesy  <*  dther  aidt  to  learning,  and  the  hUe  improfamenU  in  the 
ino^  «r  ait  of  t^ac1ii»g» 

4.  Te  p^rfi>rni  such  other  duties  at  may,  from  time  to  thne,  be 
required  of  him  by  law. 

5.  To  hear  and  deckle  appeals,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

ASTTCLB   lU. 

Of  the  Coimiy  Superintendent. 

§  1.  There  shall  be  elected  in  each  county  of  the  State,  by  the 
qualified  voters,  at  the  election  for  Representatives  to  the  General 
Assembly,  in  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight,  and  thereafler,  at 
every  general  election  of  Sherif&,  County  Commissioners,  and  other 
county  officers,  a  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  the  county,  who  shall 
hold  his  office  until  his  successor  be  elected. 

§  2.  It  shall  be  his  duty — 

1.  To  establish  school  districts  within  his  coonty,  to  fix  their  boun- 
daries, and  to  regulate,  alter  and  abolish  such  districts,  as  the  conve- 
nience  of  the  inhabitants  may  require.  But  no  neighborhood  shall 
be  erected  into  a  separate  school  district,  wherein,  at  least  fifteen  chil- 
dren, between  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen,  cannot  be  assembled  in 
school.  A  neighborhood  lying  in  two  or  more  difierent  counties,  may 
be  formed  into  one  district  by  the  Superintendents  of  the  several 
counties  in  which  such  district  is  to  be  established.  Every  district 
80  formed,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  the  county  in  which  the  school 
house  may  be  situated,  for  the  purposes  of  making  leports,  and  the 
visitation  of  the  County  Superintendent. 

2.  To  receive  and  preserve  the  reports  made  to  him  by  the  Trus- 
tees  of  the  several  school  districts  in  his  county ;  and  to  make  and 
transmit  annually  to  the  State  Superintendent  a  report  in  writing,  to 
be  dated  on  the  first  day  of  July  in  each  year,  and  to  be  received  by 
such  Superintendent  before  the  first  day  of  December  in  each  year, 
stating  in  such  report,  the  number  of  school  districts  in  his  county, 
and  their  names,  the  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
eighteen  years  residing  in  his  county,  and  in  each  district,  at  the  date 
of  his  report ;  the  length  of  time  a  school  has  been  kept  in  each  dis- 
trict since  the  date  of  his  last  report,  and  the  number  of  children  at- 
tending such  school,  according  to  the  reports  made  to  him,  or  his 
predecessor  in  effice,  by  the  Trustees  of  the  several  school  districts. 

8.  To  apply  for  and  receive  the  portion  of  school  monies  appor- 
tioned to  his  county  by  the  State  Superintendent,  and  to  apportion  the 
same  among  the  several  school  districts  in  his  county,  according  to 
the  ratio  of  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  years, 
residing  in  such  district,  as  compared  with  the  number  residing  mthe 
whole  county,  ascertained  by  the  reports  made  to  him  by  the  Trus- 
tees  of  the  several  school  districts ;  and  to  pay  over  to  the  Trustees 
of  each  district,  its  proper  proportion,  for  the  use  of  the  school  therein. 
But  no  district  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  part  of  the  school  mo- 
nies allotted  to  any  county,  unless  the  Trustees  of  such  district  shall 
have  made  to  the  County  Superintendent,  a  report  of  the  number  of 
children  in  their  district,  as  hereinafter  required  of  them  ;  nor  unless 
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it  skail  a]ipear  from  thetr  report  tliat «  school  of  at  least  fifteen  pupils 
lias  been  kept  in  their  district  for  at  least  three  months,  daring  the 
jFear  kst  past  from  the  date  of  their  rq>ort, 

4.  To  ^sit  the  sehools  in  his  county  at  least  once  a  year,  and  en- 
deavor to  promote  an  interest  in  parents,  teachers  and  popils,  in  the 
cause  of  education.  When  employed  in  ▼islting  schools,  he  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  tfame  dollars  a  day,  to  be  paid  him  by  the  county, 

§  2.  If  any  person  elected  a  County  Superintendent,  shall  refuse 
or  neglect  to  make  the  report  to  the  State  Superintendent,  as  herein 
required  of  him,  and  in  consequence  (hereof  his  county  shall  lose  its 
proper  portion  of  the  school  monies  for  any  year,  or  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  apply  for,  apportion  and  pay  over  such  momes  as  herein 
required  of  him,  such  person  shall  be  liable  to  each  school  district  for 
its  proper  proportion  of  such  school  monies,  and  in  addition  thereto,  a 
penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  in  an  action  of  debt,  or 
assumpsit,  in  the  names  of  the  Trustees,  before  any  Court  having  ju- 
risdiction thereof. 

JJtTICLE   IV. 

Of  Schools  and  School  Districts. 

§  1.  Whenever  any  school  district  shall  be  established  in  any 
county  by  the  County  Superintendent,  and  whenever  from  any  cause 
a  school  district  shall  be  without  Trustees,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  ap- 
point a  time  and  place  for  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  dis- 
trict to  elect  Trustees  and  other  officers,  and  to  cause  such  notice 
thereof  to  be  given  as  he  may  deem  necessary  and  proper. 

§  2.  No  person  shall  vote  at  any  school  district  meeting,  unless  he 
shall  be  a  white  inhabitant  of  the  district  and  possess  real  or  personal 
estate,  or  both,  therein,  to  the  value  of  five  hundred  dollars,  or  more ; 
or  unless  he  shall  be  such  inhabitant  and  the  head  of  a  family  having 
a  child  or  children  to  educate  in  such  district. 

§  3.  The  inhabitants  so  entitled  to  vote,  whenever  assembled  in 
pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  notice,  or  whenever  lawfully  assembled  at 
any  other  district  meeting,  shall  have  power,  by  a  majority  of  the 
votes  of  those  present — 

1.  To  appoint  a  chairman  for  the  time  being. 

2.  To  adjourn  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  may  require^ 

3.  To  choose  a  District  Clerk,  three  Trustees,  and  one  District 
Collector,  at  their  first  meeting  and  at  every  annual  meeting  thereaf- 
ter, and  as  oflen  as  such  offices  or  either  of  them  become  vacant. 

^    4.  To  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  holding  annual  meetings. 

5.  To  designate  a  site  for  the  district  school  house. 

6.  To  vote  and  lay  such  tax  on  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
trict as  the  meeting  shall  deem  sufficient  to  purchase  or  lease  a  suita- 
ble site  for  a  district  school  house,  and  to  build,  hire  or  purchase  such 
school  house,  and  to  keep  in  repair  and  furnish  the  same  with  neces- 
sary fuel,  furniture  and  appendages. 

7.  To  vote  and  lay  a  tax  on  the  taxable  inhabitants,  not  exceeding 
ibirty  dollars  in  any  one  year,  for  purchasing  a  district  school  library 
and  making  additions  thereto. 
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^  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  cleric  of  eadi  school  distfict  to  re^ 
«ora  the  proceedings  of  district  school  meetings,  in  a  book  to  be  pro. 
vided  bj  the  district,  to  give  notice  of  special,  adjourned  and  annuai 
meetings,  to  keep  and  preserve  the  records,  books  and  papers  of  his 
office,  and  deliver  them  to  his  successor. 

§  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  of  every  school  district, 
and  tbey  shall  have  power,  Ist.  To  call  special  meetings  of  the  ra> 
habitants  whenever  they  shall  deem  it  necessary  and  proper.  2d. 
To  give  notice  of  special,  annual  and  adjourned  meetings  of  the  in- 
habitants. 3d.  To  apportion  the  tax  voted  by  any  district  meeting 
among  the  taxable  inhabitaats  of  the  district,  in  proportion  and  ac* 
cording  to  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  taxable  property  owned  by 
each  of  them,  ascertained,  as  &r  as  possible,  from  the  last  State  as* 
sessment  roll  of  the  County ;  and  to  made  out  a  tax  list  of  every  suck 
tax,  containing  the  names  of  the  persons  taxed  and  the  amount  of  tax 
payable  by  each,  set  opposite  his  name ;  and  to  annex  to  such  list  a 
warrant,  directed  to  the  collector  of  the  district,  for  the  collection  of 
the  sums  in  such  list  mentioned,  with  five  cents  on  each  dollar  for  his 
fees.  4fh.  To  purchase  or  lease,  in  their  naoaes  for  the  use  of  the 
district,  a  site  for  the  district  school  house,  as  designated  by  a  meet- 
ing of  the  district,  and  to  build,  hire  or  purchase,  keep  in  repair  and 
furnish  such  school  house  wilh  necessary  fuel  and  appendages. 

5.  To  have  the  custody  and  safe  keeping  of  the  district  school 
house. 

6.  To  employ  all  teachers  in  a  district,  and  to  agree  with  them 
for  their  wages,  salary,  or  terms  of  tuition. 

7.  To  apply  all  monies  received  from  the  County  Superintendent 
for  the  use  of  Schools,  to  the  payment  of  the  teachers  wages,  salary, 
or  charges  for  tuition,  and  to  collect  the  residue  of  such  wages,  salary 
oTcharges  for  tuition,  excepting  such  as  shall  have  been  collected  by  the 
teachers,  from  all  persons  liable  therefor. 

8.  To  exempt  from  the  payment  of  the  wages  or  salary  of  teach- 
jRTS,  or  the  charges  for  tuition,  all  such  indigent  persons  within  the 
district  as  they  shaU  deem  proper. 

9.  To  ascertain,  by  examination  of  the  school  lists  kept  by  the 
leachers,  the  number  of  children,  days  and  length  of  time,  for  which 
c^ch  person,  not  so  exempted,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  for  instruction  or 
tuition,  and  the  amount  payable  by  each.  The  parent  or  guardian 
of  every  child  withdrawn  from  School,  without  cause  just  and  satis* 
factory  to  the  Trustees,  shall  be  liable,  unless  exempted  as  indigent, 
for  at  least  three  months  tuition,  if  the  term  or  session  should  so 
long  continue. 

10.  To  make  out  a  rate  or  tuition  bill,  containing  the  name  of 
^ach  person  so  liable,  and  the  amount  for  which  he  is  liable,  adding 
i hereto  five  cents  on  each  dollar  of  the  sum  due  from  him  for  coi- 
Jector's  fees,  and  to  annex  thereto  a  warrant  for  the  collection  there- 
of, and  deliver  the  same  to  the  Collector. 

11.  To  appoint  a  district  clerk  and  collector  whenever  either  of 
ihese  offices  become  vacant.  Such  clerk  or  collector  so  appointed 
io  hold  his  office  till  the  next  district  meeting. 
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$  6*  The  warrant  annexed  to  any  tax  list,  rate  or  tuition  hWtf 
Aail  l>e  signed  by  the  Trustees  or  a  majority  of  them,  and  shall 
eommand  (he  collector  to  collect  from  every  person,  in  such  tax  list« 
rate  or  tuition  bill,  naroed^  the  sum  therein  set  opposite  his  name  ^  ' 
and  in  case  any  inhabitant  shall  not  pay  such  sum  on  demand,  to 
levy  the  same  of  hir  goods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements,  to- 
gether  with  his  fees;  and  to  make  a  return  of  sucH  warrant,  with  the' 
money  collected  by  him  tothe  Trustees,  within  thirty  days  after  the 
receipt  thereof. 

§  7.  The  collector  shall  execute  every  sueh  warrant  according  to 
ks  requisitions,  and  whenever  he  shall  levy  upon  any  goods  and 
chattels,  lands  or  tenements,  by  virtue  of  such  warrant,  he  shall  sell 
the  same,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  at  public  auction, 
giving  ten  day's  notice  thereof,  by  posting  such  notice  in  three  of  the 
most  public  places  in  the  district. 

§  8.  If  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  payable  by  any  person  named 
in  any  tax  list,  rate  or  tuition  bill,  shall  not  be  paid  by  him,  or  col- 
lected  by  such  warrant,  within  the  time  therein  limited,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Trustees  to  renew,  as  often  as  may  be  necessary,  such 
warrant  in  respect  to  such  delinquent  person. 

§  9.  If  by  the  neglect  of  the  collector,  any,  monies  shall  be  lost  ia 
his  district,  which  might  have  been  collected  within  the  time  limited 
in  the  warrant  delivered  to  him  for  their  collection,  he  shall  forfeit  to 
his  district  the  full  amount  of  the  monies  thus  lost,  and  shall  account 
for  and  pay  over  to  the  Trustees  such  monies,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  they  had  been  collected ;  and  the  Trustees  may  recover  the 
sum  in  an  action  of  debt  or  assumpsit  in  their  name,  before  any  Court 
having  jurisdiction  thereof. 

§  10.  The  Trustees  of  every  School  District  shall,  in  every  year, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October,  make  and  deliver  to  the  County 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  a  report  in  writing,  signed  by  a  majority 
of  them,  and  dated  on  the  first  day  of  July  in  the  year  in  which  it  is 
made  out.  If  a  district  lie  in  two  or  more  counties,  the  report  shalh 
be  made  and  delivered  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  County  in  which 
the  school  house  may  be  situated. 

§  11.  Every  such  report  shall  specify, 

1st.  The  number  of  white  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
eighteen  years  residing  in  the  district,  at  the  time  of  the  date  of  the 
report,  and  the  name  of  the  parents  or  other  persons  with  whom  such 
children  shall  respectively  reside,  and  the  number  residing  with  each. 

2d.  The  whole  time  a  school  has  been  kept  in  their  district  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  day  previous  to  the  dale  of  such  report. 

3d.  The  amount  of  monies  received  from  the  County  Superinten- 
dent during  such  year,  and  the  manner  in  which  such  monies  havur 
been  expended. 

4th.  The  number  of  children  attending  school  in  the  district  du^ 
ring  such  year. 

§  12.  Such  report  may  be  in  the  following  form  :  We,  the  under-- 
signed,  Trustees  of  the  Monticello  school  district,  in  the  County  of  Jef-- 
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femmy  db  report  to  the  Coirnlj  Superintendent  of  sefcooli  for  said  coun^r 
tjr,  as  follows  :  The  whole  number  of  white  children  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  eighteen  years,  residing  in  said  district  on  the  dajr  of 
the  date  hereof,  is  forty-two ;  and  the  names  of  the  parents  or  other 
persons  with  whom  such  children  respectively  reside,  and  the  num« 
ber  residing  with  each,  are  as  follows :  James  Butler  4  ebildrenr 
Thomas  Smith  3,  James  Jones  2,  Thoatas  Lee  4,  Robert  Johnson  5^ 
Wm  Green  5,  Ira  Harris  4,  Philo  Dean  5,  Benjamin  Good  4,  Thos. 
Hawkins  6,  aggregate  42  children.  That  a  school  has  been  kept  in 
•aid  district  for  a  period  of  three  months  during  the  year  past,  and 
ending  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  f  that  the  Trustees  of  said  die- 
trict  have  received  from  the  Comity  Superintendent  during  said  lasC 
year  the  sum  of  forty  dollars,  and  the  same  has  been  expended  in  the 
payment  of  teachers'  wages ;  that  the  number  of  children  attend- 
ing school  during  the  last  year  in  said  district,  is  thirty.  Witness 
our  hands,  at  M onticello,  the  first  day  of  July,  1849. 

Signed,  FRANCIS  HAWKINS, 

JAMES  BUTLER, 
IRA  HARRIS. 

§  13.  Every  Trustee  of  a  school  district  who  shall  sign  a  false  re. 
port  to  the  County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  with  the  intent  of 
causing  such  Superintendent  to  apportion  and  pay  to  his  district  a 
larger  sum  than  its  just  proportion  of  the  school  monies,  shall  for  each 
ofience,  forfeit  to  the  county  twenty-five  dollars,  and  shall  also  ber 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

(  14.  The  Trustees  of  each  school  district  shall,  on  the  expiration 
of  their  offices,  render  to  their  successors  in  office,  and  to  the  district, 
at  a  district  meeting,  a  just  and  true  account  in  writing  of  all  rooaiea* 
received  by  them  respectively,  for  the  use  of  their  district,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  same  shall  have  been  expended ;  which  account 
shall  be  filed  with  the  District  Clerk. 

§  15.  Any  balance  of  such  monies  which  shall  appear  from  such 
account  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  or  either  of  themr 
shall  immediately  be  paid  to  their  successors  in  office,  or  some  one  of 
Ihem. 

AKTI€LE   V. 

Of  Appeals, 

§*  I.  Any  person  conceiving  himself  aggrieved  in  consequence  of 
any  decision  made  (1st)  by  any  school  district  meeting — (Sd)  by  any 
County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  in  the  forming,  altering,  or  abolish- 
ing, any  school  district,  or  in  refusing  to  form,  alter,  or  abolish,  any 
school  district,  or  in  apportioning  or  refusing  to  apportion  and  pay  any 
school  monies  to  any  school  district — (•*^d,)  by  the  Trustees  of  any  dis- 
trict in  paying  any  teacher,  or  refusing  to  pay  him,  or  in  refusing  to 
admit  any  scholar  gratuitously  into  school,  or  concerning  any  other 
matter  under  this  act,  may  appeal  to  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  whose  decision  thereon  shall  be  final. 

§  2.  No  such  appeal  shall  suspend  any  proceedings  or  action  00 
the  decision,  or  matter  appealed  fromr 
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REPORT  OF  ADJUTANT  &  INBP.  GENERAL. 


Head  Quabtbrs  Fla.  Melitia,  > 
Adjutant  General 's  Office,  Tallahassee,  2dd.  Not.  1847.    ) 

His  Excellency  W.  D.  Moselet, 

Governor  of  Florida : 

Sn : — Haying  just  completed  the  drill  review  and  inspection  of 
the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Militia  of  Florida,  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
report  each  Regiment  fully  organized,  headed  by  Field  Officers  pro« 
perly  equipped,  and  manifesting  great  zeal  and  energy  in  the  dis* 
charge  of  their  duties.  The  Regiments  have  generally  turned  out 
well,  and  discharged  their  duties  in  a  manner  creditable  to  them- 
selves, and  flattering  to  their  officers.  Particularly  do  I  feel 
called  on,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  to  bring  to  the  favorable 
notice  of  your  Excellency  the  First  Regiment  of  Cavalry  attached 
to  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Florida  Militia*  This  Regiment  pa- 
raded at  the  Capital,  with  the  Sixth  Regiment  of  Infantiy,  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  the  12th  and  Idth  instant.  Their  drill,  equipment, 
and  soldier-like  appearance  on  the  field,  together  with  the  beauty, 
and  precision,  and  harmony,  of  their  various  movements  and  forma* 
f  ions  were  such  as  to  reflect  the  highest  credit  on  themselves,  their 
officers,  and  the  State  in  whose  service  they  have  engaged. 

It  is  a  source  of  regret  to  the  Adjutant  General,  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Second  Brigade,  no  returns  of  the  strength  of  the 
Militia  of  the  State  have  been  made  to  his  office  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  State  Government  of  Florida-  This  is  a  duty  specially 
devolving  by  law,  annually,  on  the  Brigadier's  General  of  the  State, 
and  the  omission  is  seriously  detrimental  to  this  arm  of  the  public 
service.  The  importance  of  the  punctual  discharge  of  this  duty,  at 
this  critical  period  of  our  history,  should  appeal  with  great  force  to 
the  patriotism  and  public  spirit  of  those  charged  with  its  execution. 

Imperfections  in  the  present  Militia  law  of  the  State,  not  unfre- 
quently  interpose  a  serious  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  speedy  andef* 
ficient  organization  and  drill  of  the  Militia.  The  Court  Martial 
feature  is  peculiarly  ambiguous  in  its  phraseology,  with  portions  so 
apparently  at  conflict  with  each  other,  as  to  defy  any  thing  like  an 
intelligent  construction  of  some  of  its  parts.  Defects  in  other  par* 
tions  of  the  law  become  apparent  to  those  who  have  attempted  to 
organize  under  it,  and  would  doubtless  present  themselves  to  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  revise  and  amend,  on  a  careful  review  of  it. 

The  report  of  the  Quarter  Master  General,  marked  A,  is  here* 
with  communicated,  showing  the  issues  of  public  arms  to  the  volun* 
teer  corps  of  the  State,  as  also  the  amount  in  his  custody,  and  bet 
longing  to  the  State. 

I  have  carefully  inspected  the  arms,  etc.,  in  the  armory  of  the 
State,  and  feel  that  too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  ou  t\M 
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patHotio  QuMw  BAMter  Grmeml,  for  the  cart'  and  nealaaai  wilfr 
which  the  public  arras  have  been  preserved. 
Respectfullvy  your  obt.  servtr 

JOHN  S.  BROOME, 
Adjutant  and  Inspeetor  Creneral  F.  M.- 

(I) 

OmcE  QuAB^res  Mabtes  Gbitbrai.,  \ 

Tallahassee,  Nov.  23,  1847.      \ 

Sib  : — Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  of 
the  number  of  Arms  and  Equipments  distributed  to  Volunteer  Com- 
panies, during  the  past  year,  with  the  names  of  the  companies  tO' 
whom  they  were  delivered,  the  amount  of  bonds  entered  into  for  the 
same,  (all  of  which  bonds  are  made  payable  to  the  State  of  Florida,):? 
also  the  number  and  kind  of  arms  now  on  hand. 

Very  Respectfully* 
Your  Ob't.  Serv't., 

R.  A.  SHINE, 

Qf.  Mr.  Gen'l. 

P.  S.  I  would  also  state,  that  the  Arms  and  Equipments  toere' 
stored  in  the  basement  rooms  of  the  Capitol,  but  finding  those  rooms 
damp,  and  the  arms  fast  injuring  by  rust,  I  communicated  the  fact  to* 
the  Governor,  and  by  his  authority,  a  suitable  building  was^  rented,  for 
the  purpose  of  storing  them;  They  are  now  stored  in  the  building- 
alluded  to,  and  have  ever  since  been  in  good  order.  1  think  this^ 
building  to  be  as  dry  and  as  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it" 
is  now  used,  (viz :  An  Armory,).a8  any  building  in  the  city,  and  as  it- 
has  been  rented  for  a  limited  time,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  some  ac* 
tion  taken  upon  the  subject,  either  by  the  Executive  or  General  As-^ 
aembly.  The  building  can  be  leased  for  a  term  of  years,  or  purchas- 
ed at  a  very  reasonable  price,  and  with  a  trifling  expense,  may  her 
made  very  secure. 

There  being  no  emoluments  whatever  attached  to  this  department* 
and  it  being  one  of  trouble,  expense,  and  great  inconvenience,  I  ap-^ 
plied  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  for  the  appointment  of  an  Ar- 
morer, and  by  his  authority,  one  was  appointed,  who,  I  am  pleased  ta 
say,  has  faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  trust  that  he 
will  be  well  remunerated  for  the  same,  as  it  is  impossible  for  the  arms 
Id  receive  that  attention  they  require,  without  an  appointment  of  the 
kind. 

R.  A.  S. 

To  Gen.  J.  S.  Bbooms. 

,  NUMBER  OF  RIFLES  AND  EQUIPMENTS 

Pdivered  to  Vdunleer  Companies  by  the  Quarter  Master  Cteneral' 
during  the  past  year^  with  name  of  Company  to  whom  delivered. 
The  Jefferson  Independent  Riflemen-^ 
^(VHall's  rifles,  with  bayonets  ;r 


Digitized  by 


Google 


51 

^  Gun  Slin«,  50  Waist  Belts,  with  plates; 
50  Bajonet  belts,  with  plates ; 
50  Bayonet  Scabbards,  with  frogs  attached ; 
50  Leather  Pouches,  50  Flasks,  with  sliBgs ; 
50  Pouch  Belts,  50  Screw  Drivers,  50  Wipers  ,* 
5  Ball  Screws,  5  Bullet  Moulds,  5  Spring  Vices ; 
50  Picks  and  Brushes^ 

For  all  of  which  bond  has  been  eirtered  into,  by  the  Captain*  Ist 
and  2d  Lielenants,  and  two  others,  newbers  of  the  corps. 

R.  A.  SHINE, 

Qr.  Mr.  Gen'L 

LIST  OF  ARMS 
iVet0  Ml  hand  tU  the  Armory  Reomt, 
4  Setts  of  4  Horse  Artillery  Harness,  complete ; 
:348  Muskets,  with  Bayonets,  Belts,  Plates,  and  Cartridge  Boxes, 
Picks  and  Brushes,  Screw  Drivers,  ^c,  complete  ; 
75  Hall's  Rifles,  with  Bayonets  and  appendages,  complete ; 
56  pair  of  Pistols,  with  appendages  complete. 

In  the  baiemetU  of  the  CapUd  : 
4  pieces  Brass  Cannon,  with  Ammunition  Boxes,  Carriages,  and 

other  appendages,  complete. 
I  have'also  filed  in  the  Qr.  Master's  Office,  a  receipt  by  8.  R. 
Mallory,  of  Key  West,  for  seventy-five  Hall's  Rifles,  with  appenda* 
ges  complete  ; — all  the  property  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

No  receipt  has  yet  been  forwarded  to  this  Department  for  the  arms 
delivered  at  Apalachicola,  viz : — 100  Rifles,  with  equipments  comi> 
f>lete.  R.  A.  SHINE, 

Quarter  Master  General. 

LIST  OF  ARMS  AND  EQUIPMENTS 

DistrihtOed  by  R.  A.  Shine,  Qr.  Master  General  of  the  State  of 
FlortdOf  tmth  the  names  of  the  Companies  to  whom  distributed. 

To  the  Jefferson  Hussars : 

46  pair  of  Pistols ;  46  pair  of  Holsters,  with  covers  and  straps ;  46 
Pistol  Cartridge  Boxes ;  46  Cross  Belts,  with  hooks  complete  ;  46 
Sabre  Belts,  with  straps,  hooks  and  buttons,  complete ;  46  Belt 
Plates ;  46  Screw  Drivers ;  5  Spring  Vices ;  5  Bullet  Moulds  ;— 
for  which  bond  has  been  entered  into  by  the  Ist  and  2d  Lieutenants, 
and  four  others,  members  of  the  Corps,  in  the  sum  of  $1426.68. 
To  the  Miccosukie  Camliers  : 

50  pair  of  Pistols ;  50  pair  of  Holsters,  with  covers  and  straps ;  50 
Pistol  Cartridge  Boxes ;  50  Cross  Belts,  with  hooks  ;  50  Sabre  Belts, 
with  straps,  hooks  and  buttons,  complete  ;  50  Belt  Plates ;  50  Screw 
Drivers;  5  Spring  Vices ^  5  Bullet  Moulds; — for  which  bond  has 
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been  entered  into  by  the  Captain  and  First  Lieutenant,  in  tbe  sum 

of  •1548. 

To  the  CentremUe  Greys^^ 

50  pair  of  Pistols ;  50  pair  of  Holsters,  with  covers  and  straps ;  50 
Pistol  Cartridge  Boxes ;  50  Cross  Belts,  with  hooks ;  50  Sabre  Belts, 
with  straps,  hooks  and  buttons,  complete  ;  50  Belt  Plates ;  50  Screw 
Drivers ;  5  Spring  Vices ;  5  Bullet  Moulds ; — for  which  bond  has 
been  entered  into  oy  the  Captain,  First  and  Second  Lieutenants,  in 
the  sum  of  $1548. 
To  the  Independent  Blues,  of  Jefer9on-~-- 

44  pair  of  Pistols ;  44  pair  of  Holsters,  with  covers  and  straps ;  44 
Pistol  Cartridge  Boxes ;  44  Belt  Plates ;  44  Cross  Belts,  with  hooks ; 
44  Sabre  Belts,  with  straps,  hooks  and  buttons,  complete  ;  44  Screw 
Drivers ;  4  Spring  Vices ;  4  Bullet  Moulds ; — for  which  bond  has 
been  entered  into  by  the  Captain,Second  Lieutenant,  and  two  others, 
members  of  the  Corps. 
To  the  Florida  CaedlMrs^ 

50  pair  of  Pistols ;  50  pair  of  Holsters,  with  covers  and  straps ;  50 
Pistol  Cartridge  Boxes ;  50  Cross  Belts,  with  hooks  ;  50  Sabre  Belts, 
with  straps,  hooks  and  buttons,  complete  ;  50  Belt  Plates ;  5Q  Screw 
Drivers ,  5  Bullet  Moulds,  and  5  Spring  Vices. 

Also,  delivered  to  Brig.  General  Allison,  Brigade  Adjt.  General 
Bartlett,  Col.  Sibley,  and  Major  E.  Johnson,  of  Sixth  Regiment,  I 
pair  of  Pistols,  Holsters,  covers  and  straps ;— each  of  whom  have  en« 
tered  into  bonds,  for  the  sum  of  $30. 

Making  in  all  delivered : 
Pairs  of  Pistols,  ....  244 


Pairs  of  Holsters, 
Holster  Covers, 
Holster  Straps,     . 
Pistol  Cartridge  Bof  es, 
Belt  Plates, 
Cross  Belts, 
Sabre  Belts, 
Screw  Drivers, 
Spring  Vices, 
Bullot  Moulds, 


.  244 
122 

.  488 
240 

-  240 
240 

-  240 
240 

24 
24 

R.  A.  SHINE, 
Quarter  Master  General. 
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BEPORT  OF  ATTORNEY  GENERAL, 


Attobnsy  General's  Office,  > 
November  15, 1847.     y 
Bis  Excellencj  W.  D.  Moselet, 

Governor  of  Florida: 
Sir  : — ^The  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  at  its  term  held  ia 
Janaarjr  last,  declared  the  act  of  the  late  Territory  of  Florida,  ap» 
proved  Feb.  6, 1841,  entitled,  "  An  act  regulating  appeals  and  writs 
of  error  in  criminal  cases,"  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  State*  The  consequence  of  this  decision  is,  that  no  right  ef  ap« 
peal  is  recognised  or  allowed  in  criminal  cases,  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  as  they  now  exist.  The  act  of  1841,  which  greatly  modified 
and  restricted  this  right,  was  an  innovation  of  this  well  established 
privilege,  the  expediency  of  which  was  questionable  even  under  the 

Cculiar  circumstances  which  produced  it.  Indeed  nothing  could 
ve  induced  the  people  of  Florida  to  tolerate  this  infringement  of  a 
privilege  so  highly  prized  as  a  protection  against  error,  prejudice  and 
oppression,  but  its  evident  and  pressing  necessity.  Florida  from  its 
position,  its  great  extent  and  sparse  population,  and  the  disorganized 
state  o(  society,  had  become  to  a  great  extent  a  place  of  refuge  for 
the  worthless  and  vicious  of  her  sister  States. 

Tba  criminal  laws  were  disregarded  or  trampled  upon,  and  heinous 
crimes,  of  common  occurrence,  whilst  in  most  of  the  counties  there 
were  no  jails,  and  in  others  they  were  such  as  afforded  little  or  no 
security  against  the  escape  of  such  prisoners  as  might  be  committed 
to  them.  To  provide  a  check  to  these  evils,  the  people  submitted  to 
have  the  right  of  appeal^  qualified  by  the  act  of  1841,  and  placed  on 
a  different  footing  from  appeals  in  civil  cases.  Jt  was  a  sacrifice  of 
privilege  to  good  order,  worthy  of  a  youn^  community,  whose  ele- 
vated aspirations  viewed  crime  and  vice  with  disgust  and  detestation. 
The  reasons,  however,  which  induced,  and  perhaps  justified  the  pas« 
sage  of  the  act  of  1841,  have  ceased  to  exist.  Florida  has  become 
a  State,  and  the  citizens,  proud  of  the  responsibility  they  have  assur 
med,  feel  too  deep  a  solicitude  in  the  rigid'  enforcement  of  the  laws, 
to  permit  them  to  be  evaded  with  impunity ;  whilst  strong  and  con- 
venient  jails  are  scattered  at  convenient  distances  throughout  the  State, 
It  is  therefore  fortunate  that  the  invalidity  of  this  act  has  been  made 
known,  and  an  impediment  in  the  way  of  restoring  this  privilege  to 
its  pristine  extent  and  usefulness  thereby  removed. 

There  being  now  no  law  allowing  appeals  and  writs  of  error  in 
criminal  cases,  it  is  necessary  that  the  General  Assembly  should  adopt 
such  a  law  on  this  subject  as  it  shall  deem  advisable.  It  cannot  be  that 
at  this  enlightened  day  the  right  of  appeal  will  be  granted  in  all  case^ 
wherein  property  is  concerned,  but  denied  when  life  or  character  is 
at  stake.  Such  a  distinction  would  ill  accord  with  the  humane  spirit 
of  our  institutions  which  breathes  throughout  our  code.  Every 
reason  which  shows  the  utility  of  this  privilege  in  the  one  case  ap* 
plies  with  double  force  in  &vor  of  granting  it  in  the  other.    If  erroft 
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JgnorancOi  or  pr^udioe,  render  k  a  vus  expedtent  where  the  right  to 
jpropertj  is  to  be  determined,  so  it  is  equally  as  necessary  a  safeguard 
against  the  weakness  or  fallibility  of  man  when  the  life,  liberty  and 
reputation  of  a  citizen  is  involved* 

I  wonld  therefore  recommend  that  the  same  facility  be  allowed  for 
appeals  and  writs  of  error  in  criminal  cases  as  are  granted  in  civU 
4»ses.  The  act  of  1833,  which  was  repealed  by  the  act  of  1841, 
placed  them  on  this  footing. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  providing  for  the  election  of  Elee- 
jtors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  requires  to 
be  amended  so  as  to  conform  the  time  therein  designated  of  holding 
the  election  to  that  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  28d 
January,  1845.  By  the  above  section  of  the  State  law,  the  election 
is  declared  to  be  held  '*  on  the  thirty-fonrth  day  proceeding  the  first 
Wednesday  in  December,"  i&c.,  whilst  the  act  of  Congress  enacts 
that  the  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  shall  be  appointed 
in  each  State  "  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  in  Novem* 
ber."  Congress  having  exercised  a  power  clearly  vested  in  it  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  time  designated  by  it  is  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land  and  binding  on  the  several  States.  As  the 
time  appointed  by  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  was  doubtless 
selected  without  any  design  to  evade  the  law  of  Congress  or  question 
its  right  to  fix  the  time  of  holding  the  election,  and  with  reference  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  1792,  it  is  deemed  sufficient 
merely  to  call  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  discrei^ 
pancy. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  first  General  Assembly  certain  resolutions 
•were  adopted  in  relation  to  certain  associations  claiming  to  exercisa 
^Banking  privileges,  to  wit :  The  Union  Banl^,  Southern  Life  Insu- 
rance and  T.  Co.,  and  Bank  of  Pensacola.  Believing  these  to  be 
^merely  resolutions  of  enquiry,  to  bring  before  the  next  General  As« 
sembly  information  on  the  subject  matter,  as  set  forth  in  the  preamblei 
:that  such  action  might  be  then  taken  as  its  importance  and  delicate 
iiature  demanded,  and  altogether  initiatory  in  their  character,  the  At^ 
torney  General  submitted  the  result  of  his  investigation  to  the  nexl 
session.  He  informed  the  General  Assembly  that  in  his  opinion  the 
change  from  a  Territorial  to  a  State  Government  did  not  abrogate 
the  charters  of  these  Corporations,  and  that  he  deemed  them  to  be 
existing  bodies,  but  that  each  of  them  had  violated  its  charter  and 
failed  to  accomplish  the  object  of  its  creation,  and  suggested  the  only 
and  proper  mode  by  whfch  these  abused  franchises  could  be  again 
seized  into  the  hands  of  the  State.  This  he  construed  to  be  the  ex- 
tent of  his  power  and  duty  under  these  resolutions.  Some,  however, 
whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  consideration,  have  placed  a  different 
construction  on  them,  asserting  that  they  were  instructions  on  behalf 
of  the  State  to  the  Attorney  General  to  institute  in  the  proper  tribo- 
lials  such  proceedings  as  would  procure  jttdgments  of  forfeiture  to  hB 
jBntered  against  each  of  these  associations,  and  a  seizure  into  the 
^(^nds  of  the  State  of  the  franchises  granted  them.    But,  however 
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fe«irtf6Ie  the  annullment  of  t1ie«e  cBartera  maj  be,  th&t  this  interfM'^ 
tation  is  unwarranted  must  be  manife^  from  a  careful  perusal  of  the 
Resolutions  and  the  knowledge  of  the  consequences  of  a  judgment  of 
fbirfeiture,  and  the  conviction  which  will  be  on  the  minds  of  all  ac* 
quafinted  with  thenr^  that  had  such  proceedings  been  designed,  lan- 
guage totally  different  and  aneqnirocal  m  its  character  would  have' 
been  used. 

The  act  of  incorporation  being  in  the  nature  of  a  contract,  it  w^r 
both  prudent  and  proper  that  an  investigation  should  be  made  to  as- 
certain the  truth  of  the  alleged  usurpations  and  malfeasances  bj  these 
associations,  before  the  State  declared  itself  absolved  from  the  termr 
of  the  contract,  and  sought  to  resume  by  the  judgments  of  the  Courts 
the  privileges  which  it  had  granted.  And  it  was  doubtless  with  a 
view  to  be  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  these  allegations  prior  to 
such  a  declaration,  that  the  resolutions  were  adopted  and  the  report 
called  for.  The  language  of  the  preamble  is  that  ^whereas,  the 
Union  Bank,  Bank  ot  Pensacola,  and  Southern  Life  Insurance  and^ 
Trust  Company  claiming  to  eiercise  banking  privileges,  are  charged' 
to  have  violated  their  linking  privileges,  and  thereby  to  have  for^ 
ibited  their  charters :  and  whereas,  it  is  charged  by  others  that  ther 
associations  referred  to  are  usurpations  and  their  charters  null  and 
Void :  Now,"  Ac.  The  Attorney  Geneial  is  then  directed  to  insti- 
tbte  enquiries  into  the  conduct  and  management  of  these  associations, 
not  with  a  view  of  ohihining  jndgments  of  forfeiiure^  but  for  the  pur-- 
pose  of  reporting  the  result  of  his  enquiries  to  the  next  General  As- 
sembly. There  is  no  expression  in  either  the  Preamble  or  Resolu-- 
tions  which  can  be  construed  into  a  declaration  that  these  corporationr 
had  violated  their  charters — a  conclusion  which  it  is  rational  to 
suppose  would  have  been  arrived  at  before  ordering  judgments  of 
firfeiture  to  be  obtained  against  them*  And  besides  it  does  not  fol- 
low  that  the  State  would  necessarily  have  wished  to  resume  these* 
franchises  because  they  had  been  abused  j  for  there  might  be  good^ 
reasons  why  it  would  be  willing  to  waive  these  breaches.  This  con-r 
nected  with  the  fact  that  the  phrase  ''judgment  of  forfeiture,"  or  any 
expression  of  similar  import,  is  nowhere  used,  strengthens  the  belief 
that  the  Creneral  Assembly  intended  these  Resolutions  only  as  pre-- 
paratory  to  further  action.  If,  however,  they  were  intended  to  he 
finals  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  why  the  Attorney  General  was  directed^ 
to  report  to  the  next  General  Asssembly  \  and  it  is  equally  difficult  to* 
miderstand  why  the  13"  Art.  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  giving, 
the  General  Assembly  at  its  first  session  power  to  regulate,  restrain^ 
nod  control  all  associations  claiming  to  exercise  Banking  prrvileges^ 
was  made  part  of  a  Preamble  of  a  law  which  sought  their  total  dis-- 
Mention  and  destruction.  To  regulate,  restrain  and  control  them  is* 
entirely  different  from  annihilating  them  by  a  judgment  of  forfeiture. • 

Placing  this  construction  on  these  Resolutions,  and  as  proceed, 
ings  in  such  cases  can  only  be  instituted  by  the  exp/ess  authority  of 
the  State,  I  have  not  felt  myself  empowered  to  take  any  steps  to  have* 
the  charters  of  either  of  these  associations  forfeited.    Indeed,  had  t 
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ftttUmed  to  proceed  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  State,  the 
Courts  might  have  refused  to  allow  judgment!  of  forfeiture  to  be  en« 
tered,  without  some  clearer  and  more  explicit  evidence  of  the  assent 
of  the  State  to  such  judgment,  than  that  afforded  by  these  ^Resolutions* 

If|  however,  the  authority  to  proceed  against  these  associations 
were  unquestionably  conferred  by  these  Resolutions,  the  absence  of 
all  provision  against  the  evil  and  disastrous  consequences  of  ajudg« 
ment  of  forfeiture,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  suspend  all  action, 
until  the  omission  could  have  been  remedied  by  the  General  As« 
sembly.  In  the  report  submitted  in  compliance  with  these  Resolu- 
tions,  it  was  remarked  :  "  By  the  principles  ot  the  Common  Law, 
upon  the  dissolution  of  a  Corporation,  the  lands  reverted  to  the 
grantor,  the  personal  property  vested  in  the  crown,  and  the  debts  to 
and  from  U  were  erUirdy  extinguished^  so  that  the  members  thereof 
could  not  recover,  or  be  charged  with  them,  in  their  natural  capaci* 
ties.  As  there  is  no  statute  of  this  State  declaring  that  such  a  con** 
sequence  shall  not  follow  the  rendition  of  a  judgment  of  forfeiture, 
the  same  effect  might  follow  it  now.  Should  the  Legislature,  there^ 
fore,  deem  it  wise  and  politic  to  direct  that  proceedings  be  institu- 
ted against  these  associations,  it  is  recommended  that  it  declare 
that,  notwithstanding  the  judgments  of  forfeiture,  the  associations 
shall  be  deemed  to  exist,  and  be  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  as 
before  the  judgment  of  forfeiture,  as  to  all  rightis,  credits,  liabilities, 
duties,  responsibilities  or  obligations,  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  exist, 
ing  anterior  to  the  rendition  of  such  judgment."  In  the  absence  of  a 
statutory  provision,  modifying  this  principle  of  the  Common  law, 
judgments  of  forfeiture,  carrying  with  them  an  extinguishment  of 
the  debts  to  and  from  these  associatians,  would  be  a  truly  bountiful 
harvest  to  the  debtors,  but  a  gross  and  wanton  sacrifice  of  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  creditors,  which  would  cover  with  shame 
the  State  by  whose  authority  such  a  catastrophe  had  been  produced. 
Whether  such  consequences  flowed  from  ignorance  or  design,  it 
would  matter  not,  the  stain  of  dishonor  would  sink  too  deep  to  be 
eradicated,  so  long  as  Florida  had  a  history  or  a  name.  It  cannot 
be  supposed  that  the  General  Assembly  intended  that  any  proceed* 
ings  should  be  taken  under  these  Resolutions,  which  would  be  at- 
tended with  such  lamentable  results. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  law  of 
1845,  '*  relative  to  certain  associations  claiming  to  exercise  banking 
privileges,"  that  its  character  and  extent  nmy  be  known,  and  that  it 
may  be  distinctly  understood  that  there  is  no  law  which  authorizes  or 
directs  proceedings  to  be  instituted  against  these  associations,  as 
many  have  erroneously  supposed  ;  and  that  the  General  Assembly, 
being  freed  from  misapprehension  in  this  regard,  may  pass  such  a 
law  as  will  effect  a  speedy  annullment  of  their  charters  in  the  usual 
and  legitimate  mode. 

With  the  experience  of  the  past  still  fresh  in  our  minds,  it  is  pre* 
sumed  no  one  will  doubt  but  that  franchises  so  unusual  and  ex  ten* 
sive,  and  so  paralizing  to  the  prosperity  of  the  people,  should  be  ab« 
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Irogaled,  and  reaqined^by  the  Gkaie,  without  viqaeces^ary  deki}'.  Th^ 
^9601  iaa  fiivorable  ae^soo  for  doincr  so,  as  none  of  Ihe  privjiege« 
^jranted  theso  associations  are  exercised  by  them,  except  such  as 
are  necessary  to  collect  and  pay  debts.  Indeed,  it  is  highly  proba. 
ble  that  (he  Corporators  of  neither  of  these  associations  contemplate 
a  revival  of  their  institution,  and  are  ready  and  willing  to  surrender 
iheir  chavters  upon  proper  and  siiitabld  pfoVision  being  made,  allow- 
iug  the  exercise  of  their  corporate  rights,,  e^nly  so  far  as  may  be  n«- 
CHSsarj  to  settle  and  wind  up  iheir  afTairs.  t  would  tkert^f^re  re- 
commend the  passago  oCii  law.  dire-ctrntf  proceed iMgn  lo  ha  instiUitcd 
|o  hare  judgmenlJi  of  forfeiture  e  me  red  q.^amst  such  of  llieso  associa- 
lions  as  will  not  make  a  vdmitiary  surrender  of  tbeir  charlers,  and  to 
have  the  francbises  granted  them  a^ain  seized  into  ibc  band*  of  tfitt 
StalCi  with  aproviftion  therein  guarding  against  the  oxlingiiislimenLof 
the  deblfl  to  and  from  them,  by  nllowiug  their  cnnliuued  csisteuco 
fiotvvitbs*anding  such  jtuJgment,  until  a  fmal  atljiislmontof  their  hu* 
ainesa  could  be  made.  Such  a  law  would  accomplish,  wilhout  difii- 
cuUy,  what  the  welfare  of  the  Stale  30  imperiously  demands.  It 
would  securely  disarm  Ihese  associations  oi  all  power  10  do  mischief 
in  future^  by  taking  frou}  ihem  at  once  all  those  privilegca  which 
^avo  vitality  to  their  corporate  esiAtcnce,  ktaving  them  nothing  but 
a  name,  and  such  powers  a*  would  be  necessary  to  a  faithful  admin- 
istration of  their  efiecla.  The  rights  of  I  he  Slate  would  be  thus  ria- 
dicaled,  without  any  shock  or  change  in  the  rttalionship  of  the  debtors 
and  creditors,  and  without  any  infringement  of  their  rights. 

The  Revenue  Act  imposes  a  tax  on  money  loaned  at  iuiercsf,  Bank 
fjtock  and  Bank  agencies,  but  has  iailcd  to  provide  the  means  ofcup 
forcing  its  collecttoii,  in  cases  of  a  refusal  or  neglect  to  pay.  The 
remedy  given  against  dciiuqucuts  Consists  in  empowering  the  Tax 
Collector  to  make  distress  and  sale  of^oods  and  chattels,  lands  and 
tenements.  The  poWer  to  reach  choses  in  action,  is  no  where  given. 
The  tax  being  assessed  on  neither  goods,  chattels,  nor  lands,  and 
the  effects  of  these  institutions,  consisting  altogether  of  choses  iit 
action,  its  payment  under  the  law  as  it  now  exists,  may  be  resisted 
with  impunity.  In  giving  a  remedy  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the 
taxes  imposed,  the  provisions  of  the  act  seemed  to  hate  looked  only 
to  the  collection  of  that  imposed  on  land,  and  goods,  and  chattels, 
which  might  be  seized  and  sold,  loosing  sight  of  the  fact  that  a  tax 
bad  also  been  directed  to  bo  levied  on  property  not  so  tangible,  and 
of  an  entirely  different  character.  Such  an  amendment  should  be 
made  to  this  law  as  will  supply  this  omission,  and  meet  the  exigency 
of  the  case. 

The  largeness  of  the  amount  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  for  the  et- 
penses  of  criminal  prosecutions  and  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Courts,  should  arrest  attention,  as  showing  either  the  inefficiency  of 
the  laws  regulating  that  head  of  expenditure,  or  the  impolicy  of  the 
present  systemi  For  the  year  ending  1st  November,  1846,  these 
expenses  amounted  to  88,362  31,  being  about  one-fifth  of  the  reve- 
nue collected  for  that  yean  The  following  stateraent  shows  th« 
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amomU  for  tii«  fifcal  j^nr  ending  1st  Nor.  1047 : — 

Eipeniei  criainal  proMcUtUm»  Southern  Circuity  ^jM5  69 

Western  Crmiii»  9,594  M 

BMem  C9reiiit,  4,444  99 

1  ddler    CftcuSt,  5,960  4t 


15,154  9i 
Cdntingi&Dt  axpensei  tt  Circuit  Couito,  2,906  9S 

tl8,061  68 
B  will  be  percefveJ  tBat  these  expenses  hare  more  than  doubled 
m  the  last  jear,  and  that,  instead  of  one-fiMi,  ther  now  absoA  abom 
•ne.6hird  of  the  annual  Income  of  the  State,  litis  rapid  growth  of 
these  expenses  isv  doubtless^  attributable  to  the  present  practice  of 
defraying  them  eut  of  tie  Slate  Treasury  at  the  seat  of  Govern, 
ment,  where  the  correctness  of  the  numberless  itema  and  chargea 
against  the  State  cannot  be  known*  The  Comptroller,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  audit  and  allow  these  accounts,  can  bftve  m^  personal  know- 
ledge of  any  of  the  serrices  charged  for,  and  the  utmost  ffgflance  on 
his  part  will  fail  to  detect  the  improper  sttad  overcharges  which  wW 
be  made.  Indeed  so  Joose  are  the  present  laws,  that  to  entitle  aa 
aceouat  to  be  audited  and  paid,  the  certificate  of  neither  the  Judge 
nor  Solicitor  arouchSng  its  correctness,  la  rehired*.  To  remedv  tUa 
exhausting  and  increasing  drain  upon  the  Treasunr,  I  would  sug* 
seat  the  policy  of  proriding  by  law  for  the  payment  of  these  expenses,, 
m  aU  except  capital  cases,  by  the  Counties  respectirely  in  which 
they  May  accrue.  By  doing  so,  a  sure  guaranty  will  be  obtained 
that  a  proper  economy  will  be  practised  in  defraying  them,  thereby 
gr^Uly  diminishing  the  burden  of  taxation. 

JOSEPH  BRANCH. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE  BEOI8TER  OT  PUBLIC  LANDS; 


JBXECUTITB  Ds^ABTXlInT)  ^ 

Nofftmber  29,  1B47.        $ 
GmtOemeH  ef  the  Senate 

{  herewith  tranamlt  the  Report  of  the  Refister  of  PHbUe  LftadefiMr 
the  State  of  Florida,  shewing  the  actiea  that  Ofteer  htm  taken  Tee* 
pectiiig  the  sereral  interefttt  plaeed  bj  the  Geaeral  Aaemblj  under 
his  especial  charge. 

I  cannot  permit  the  present  oppeHmity  to  pass  withoni  some  eem- 
roendation  (though  tnaileqttate,  perhaps,)  of  the  uMinnef  in  which  the 
Register  has  perfbrmed  the  highly  responsible  4uties  assigned  hinu 
Besides  being  responsible  in  respect  to  their  objects,  his  duties  have 
been  necessartiy  arduous,  from  the  fact  that  he  has  occupied  a  newly 
created  oflice,  demanding  great  care  and  Inislness  tact  in  its  proper 
disposition.  The  year  precM&if  tbe  election  of  the  Register,  the 
General  Assembly  committed  the  business  of  that  Office  to  the  Ex« 
eeutive ;  who,  of  course,  could  not  devote  that  amount  of  attention  t« 
tbe  digestion  of  a  f3feleffia<tc|itot  of  cojulucting  it  so  necessary  to  the 
oiganiaation,  increase  and  presenration  of  the  several  funds  Obsigna- 
ted in  the  Acts  relating  to  the  Office*  Hence,  the  whole  burden  of 
digesting  weh  a  plan,  hss  kllea  upon  the  present  Register.  Hew 
well  he  has  succeeded  in  thb  undertaking---the  careiulness  with 
which  he  has  watched  over  the  great  IntereM  committed  to  his- 
hands — and  the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has'dis^ 
charged  his  duties  altogether,  may  be  seen  fiom  the  Report  and  ac* 
companying  documents. 

Very  RespeetOiliy, 

W.  D.  MQSBLEY^ 

TAai.iHsasnn,  Nov.  11, 1847. 
To  G<fy»  MoesitTC, 

Sin-^In  con^Ntnity  with  provisions  of  simdry  Acts  of  (he  Legtsia. 
turd  of  thie  State,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  Report  on  the  subject 
4»f  Lands  committed  to  my  charge 

I  am,  Sir,  very  Respectiu|]y«ye«r  eVt.  serv^ 

JOHN  BEARD, 
Register  of  PiMk  Lands  for  tbe  Stato  cf  Florida.     - 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

01  the  Register  of  Pnblie  Lands  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

Within  the  current  ye^  thQ  businesc  ofselecting  land  for  th^  State, 
hns  been  prosecuted  with  |s  mucki  despatch  a$  was  deemed  consistent 
with  the  public  interest.  It  was  not  thought  advisable  to  glean  too 
closeljr  thote^^regKuis  whioh  bad  already  beeii  culled  fhwn,  while 
Others  not  yet  surveyed  remained  to  be  explored.*   * 

Soon  afler  I  entered  upon  my  official  duties  in  January  last,  I  found 
that,  in  order  to  provide  means  to  discharge  existing  demands,  and  to 
expedite  the  land  operattont,  it  was  necessary  to  have  ^ales  as  soon 
as  practicable.  Accordingly,  the  requisite  notice  was  given  and 
sales  were  had  in  May.  The  simultaneous  and  opportune  rise  in  thci 
price  of  the  great  staple  of  the  State,  encouraged  the  hope  that  it 
would  be  a  favoraUe  time  to  sell  land,  and  the  result  ahowa  that  tl)e 
hope  was  well  founded.  Including  a  few  tracts,  sold  since  at  private 
sale,  the  quanlify  disposed  of  amounts  to  11,805  36^-100  acres,  pro? 
ducing  $32,825  '24-100,  and  averaging  $2  78  per  acre* 

Leartttg  out  of  view  the  necessity  that  existed,  and  admittriog,  what 
is  extremely  problenmtica],  that  these  lands  wouki,  at  some  indefinite 
future  period,  have  yielded  aiore  than  the  amount  of  principal  am) 
interest  that  would  accrue  from  an  early  sale,  k  still  does  not  neces- 
sarily follow  that  k  would  have  been  politic  to  have  deferred  the 
sales.  For  in  the  affit^rs  of  communities,  no  less  than  of  individuals, 
there  are  tides  which  may  not  be  omitted  without  detriment — tides 
which,  originatiug  in  moral  causes,  may  be  directed  more  or  less  by 
the  agency  of  man.  Of  this  kind  are  the  fluctuations  ofpopulatioa 
and  of  wealth,  Ki'hfch  asagacio^is  statesman  will  watch  wUh  as  much 
anxiety  as  that  with  which  a  prudent  marmer  observes  the  winds,  or 
the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  ocean. 

Since  the  cessation  of  Indian  hostilities  the  tide  of  j^oiigratkMi  to 
Flenda  has  neither  been  as  full  nor  as  contiooous  as  was  anticipa* 
ted.  Nevertheless,  though  hardly  recoT^red  from  that  hkleous  com* 
test  which  desolated  large  portions  of  her  domata,  she  has  had  the 
boldness  to  eater  .the  lists  of  generous  rivalry  with  States  already 
powerful,  prosperous,  and  renowned.  Thus  situated,  and  thus  adven* 
turing,  she  should  be  cautious  in  regard  to  any  policy  that  might,  in 
the  siighfest  decree,  tend  to  counteract  the  attractive  influences  of 
her  climate  and  her  soil,  by  repc41mg,  instead  ofinviting,  population 
and  wcultli.  But  true  ta  her  permanent  interest  the  State  should 
neither  fix  high  prici's  on  her  lands,  nor  bring  them  hito  markef 
sparingly.  The  times  for  offering,  and  the  cpianlkiea  to  be  offered, 
should,  of  course,  be  regulated  by  Ike  deeoand  for  immediate,  or  not 
remote,  use,  as  .near  as  this  can  be  ascertained*  -  And  although  froni 
fhe  difficulty  of  such  asceptainttionti  portieps  atigh:  fall  Into  the  bands 
of  speculators, 'against  which  it  is  impossible  to  guard  with  entire 
succtssi  }ict  k  t%  at  thc^otorst,  d)ulAM.  whether  sMch  results  would 
be  as  prejudicial  to  the  public  weal,  as  would  be  a  slight  check  to 

?  Soe  -Appendix  A. 
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immrgraHofi,  CMsecl  by  ttceiaSte  tnkiSsff  to  obHtiii  k'igk  pfioM<«— 
For  if  specukftors  should  pifrcbliie«  keon^iglitod  letf  iatereM  woold 
induce  them  to  haiton  the  si^ttl^rnoAt  of  their  laod.  Aad,  be»ide%' 
the  State  would  immediatelf  begin  to  deriiro  interest  from  tbe  pto^ 
ceeds  of  the  sales,  and  rerenue  in  the  form  of  taxes  from  ^the  lands 
themselres.  Influenced  bj  these  eonsiderstfonst  aad,  Drom  lulbrHMu: 
ttoo,  anticipating  a  demand,  I  have  advertised  sales  to  take  placa 
neit  March.  &sides  the  tracts  that  bate  been  advertised,  there  ar«^ 
others  in  East  Florida  which  would  probably  command  &tr  prieet« 
But  these  have  not  yet  been  approved  at  Washington,  and,  raoreow* 
ver,  having  been  selected  for  Internal  Improvement,  they  nittst  be 
advertised  for  six  months.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  apprehend 
that  if  I  should  wait  to  hear  from  Washington,  the  subsequent  notion 
required  by  law  ^ould  compel  me  to  postpone  the  sale  to  a  period  in 
the  next  year  so  late  that  strangers  could  hardly  be  eipected  to  at^ 
t6nd.  And  here  1  will  take  occasion  to  propose  that  the  second 
section  of  act  No.  24,  of  1846,  be  so  amended  as  to  require  Internal 
Improvement  Lands,  like  those  (6t  Seminaries,  to  be  advertwed /Aree 
months  only.  This  chilnge  would  diminish  the  expense,  not  incon- 
siderable, of  advertising  and  of  selling.  Tracts  selected  ibr  tbn 
different  objects,  and  fn  many  cases  lying  contiguous,  coukl  then  bn 
advertised  in  the  same  notices,  and  sold  at  the  same  times. 

In  the  acts  relating  to  these  two  classes  of  hind,  there  are  some 
other  differences  (br  which  there  is  no  ^wiou$  reason.  For  instancot 
Seminary  lands  are  required  to  be  appraised,  whilst  the  miniouini 
prices  oflntemal  Improvement  lands  are  fixed  by  law.  The  former 
plan  is  not  recommended  to  my  favor  by  the  little  experience  I  hare 
had  of  its  operation.  Tbe  latter,  aller  baring  been  tested  many 
years  by  the  United  States,  is  still  adhered  to ;  which  is  no  slight 
proof  of  its  excellence,  if  it  be  considered  what  anxioua  andonremit* 
ting  attention  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  land  system  by  the  Fed«^ 
tral  Government.  It  is  desirable,  at  least,  that  the  State  should 
adopt  an  oniform  system,  as  far  as  she  has  the  right  to  do  it,  in  ro« 
gard  to  the  management  and  disposition  of  all  her  lands.  The  mtni- 
mum  price,  however,  is  a  matter  of  more  importance  than  the  nods 
by  which  such  price  shall  be  ascertained. 

On  a  former  occasion,  I  think  last  year,  in  the  Report  of  the 
President  of  Trustees,  tbe  attention  of  the  Legislature  was  judicioas* 
ly  directed  to  the  impolicy  of  giving  any  grouhds  for  the  belief 
abroad,  that,  after  engrossing  all  the  best  land  within  her  limit8» 
Florida  had  fixed  on  them  extravagant  prices.  I  fully  concur  ki  that 
view,  and  vroutd  earnestly  deprecate  measares  having  any  such  tan- 
dency.  Instead  of  thus  repelKug  enterprise,  and  depressing  thoe 
spirit  of  competition,  invite  and  strmulate  them  by  tho  hope,  at  leasC^ 
of  good  bargains,  and  you  will  attract  to  your  sales  cMrwds,  tfaat^ 
Qnder  the  contagious  excitement  inckient  to  such  occasions,  will,  in 
ip;my  cases,  cause  the  lands  to  sell  for  more  than  the  most  aangtlino*' 
would  have  appraised  them  a^  in  s^  moment  of  calm  calculation .^i^ 
This  view  is  sanctioned  by  unerring  experience. 
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SMAat-m  rtfurd  to  tke  priee  of  (be  putriic  (U*  S.)  laod^  ^  tbe  (bitiMor . 
OMtMdiQg  for  a  tediicUoa  of  thi«  muiiomm,  tke  iaUer  oppoting  U«*-« 
Bat  it  k  worthy  of  ipeeinl  optiee,  as  pertiAent  to  the  present  asgUt. 
nwti  that,  whUft  dM»  cotiiMt  of  ths  parliof  are  direotly  opposite*  Jk% 
BMliveaof  both  eoncur  to  strengthen  the  position  here  taken.  Tha 
oU  Slatea,  impoverished  more  or  less  bj  an  exhausting  system  of  ag- 
mealturot  ftel  disyMiMido  at  the  auggestiea  of  anj  measures  that 
might  coNoperate  with  that  cause  to  drain  their  population  and  wealth* 
Ott  the  other  iiattd  the  new  States^  no  less  aUrt  and  diseerniog  in, 
refereace  to  Iheir  paiticuiar  interest,  although  themselves  large  land 
beldersi  and  eonsequeatljr  competitors  with  the  Union,  consider  it 
wiser  policy  to  enoocmler  competilioa  on  very  unequal  tenns,  thaa 
la  forego  Uie  political  power  and  other  advantages  that  accrue  to 
tbem  &m  a  rapid  influx  of  population. 

The  importance  of  the  suliject  now  under  cf  nsideration  is  the 
more  deeply  impressed  on  my  mind  bv  the  fact  that  immense'  tracts 
ef  foitHe  knd,  adapted  to  the  growth  of  the  same  staples  that  are  pro- 
duced here,,  have  recently  been  annexed  to  the  Union,  and  the 
probability  that  ere  long  other  regions  will  be  added  which  imagina* 
tkm,  at  least,  decks  with  still  more  exuberant  attractions.  In  com* 
paring  those  regions  with  Florida,  and  after  making  much  allowance 
for  the  exaggerations  of  the  ardent,  it  would  be  linsafo  to  lay  too 
UMich  stress  upon  the  remoteness  of  the  former,  and  the  privations 
iueident  to  new  cotmtries,  as  objections  to  migrating  thither.  For 
the  history  of  emigration  shows  that,  whether  quickened  by  the  en« 
Ihusiaitic  spirit  of  adventure,  impelled  by  want,  allured  by  visions  of 
wealth  or  fome,  or  incited  by  the  love  of  liberty,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  caa  be  deterred  from  the  pursuit  of  their  object  by  no 
difficulties  or  dangers  that  humaa  courage,  fortitude,  and  energy,  can 
possibly  overeome. 

In  Mgard  to  the  School  Lands,  (16th  sections,}  I  entertain  no 
doubt  that  it  would  be  wise  lo  sell  tham,  and  as  speedily  as  possible 
ooMtstantly  with  the  particular  interest  of  the  object  for  which  they 
were  designed,  and  with  the  geaeral  policy  above  indicated.  While 
they  remain  in  their  wild  state,  they  contribute  nothing  either  to  the 
general  iuterests  of  the  State,  or  to  the  school  fund,  but  are  expoeed 
iotrespassers^  and  must  be  protected,  at  some  cost.  And  if  they  be 
Joased,  even  at  ikir  prices,  and  to  punctual  tenants,  (which  cannot 
be,  in  all  cases,  predicated  of  ihe  past,)  their  rapkl  deterioration  wiU 
ilverbalance  the  income  thus  derived. 

JLt  the  sales  of  SeOMnary  lands  which  took  place  last  spring,  sever- 
al traeCs  were  sold  on  which  there  were  subsisting  leases^  Since 
lh«ci  no  new  leases  have  been  made ;  and  had  any  proposals  to  that 
efieot  been  submitted,  I  would  have  assented  to  them  reluctantly.* 
For  the  eiperienoe  of  all  the  plaating  Stales  shows  that  wj^ile  good^ 
fooih  land  is  abundant  and  cheap,  and  the  system  of  culture  ^»quired 
•  ■  ^ — ■  -  ■  -    ' 

*  For  ttttemeot  of  leases,  tee  Appendix  B. 
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bfllieirpeeaiunp  iftipie>  htPMt  byt  IMff  hiiuiu  to  iui|biwfe,  mreiten 
^  Mstaki,  oM  ground,  impovterialiiiiMit  geDerm]l]%  mk)  imH  uilitm 
dett^km,  ftoon  succeeds  ferlHIfj,  eren  nwiar  iheprorMeat  matuigek 
leent  of  proprieCore  in  fee.  h  -mtM  be  Mle,  tl»o,  (0  expect  fi«i 
leMeei  mueh  eare  te  prerent  wtite  or  -  exbattttkNi.  it  wiH  be  oovi 
reetly  Inferred,  frem  wbat  bas  bem  said,  tbat  I  wedd  teeoinaiefld 
Ibe  entire  abaudenwent  ef  Ibe  leaiiag  system. 

8boa)dtbe  LegfBlatHre  concur  wilb  me  #a  tbfs  paint,  oaloonl 
a|;enti  witl  bereafter  be  neceseary,  accept  for  the  aingln  tboogb  kn^ 
porlant  porpose  ef  protecting  tbe  pcrbtic  lands  from  trespatsenu  Wifb 
a  ricir  to  remedy  defects  in  preexisting  laws  ott  tbie  sntject,  tb#l«i 
Legislature  (of  1946)  made  it  tbe  dutj  of  the  Register,  in  certatai 
cases,  to  appohit  agent^-^^nd  aathorfaed  bim,  ^  vitb  tbe  Quieiues, 
to  fix  tbeircompensatien.  **  Witbout  socb  an  extensive  and  intinste 
personal  acqoaintance  as  rety  few  can  possess,  tbe  Register  or  any 
i>tber  individual,  would  ever  find  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  mate 
judicious  appointments.  Without  such  Iniowledgean  appointing 
power  or  fimctienary  Is  always  obnoxious  to  imposition,  s«id  oAoa 
sulgect  to  censure  wbicb  ought  to  fall  on  others,  on  whom  he  is  obKj^ 
ed  to  rely  fer  correct  information.  Now,  tberefore,  disolaiimog  all 
nrocKvity  to  shrink  from  any  duty  that  I  think  I  can  discharge  wM 
benefit  to  tbe  peblio,  I  would  repsectfiilly  prefose  a  rosdilicatioo  of 
the  provisions  referred  to.  Let  agents  be  elected  annuaHy,  m  Iks 
same  manner  that  members  of  tbe  I^gistatare  and  ooonty  oftcers  mt^ 
elected.  One  agent  in  each  county  would  he  sufficent,  exeopt,  peik 
kaps,  in  some  of  the  largo  counties,  or  such  as  are  divided  by  streams 
which  it  is  Inconvenient  to  cross.  In  sueb  cases  let  tbe  eountierko 
divided  Into  districts,  defined  by  suck  streams,  or  by  rangio  and  towv^ 
ships  lines.  Make  it  the  duty  of  tbe  agents  to  take  charge  of  all 
State  lands  lying  in  their  respective  districts,  and  to  institote  procevfr 
inn  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  8tate,  against  trespassers.  Make 
H  the  duty  of  Grand  Jurors  also,  to  take  appropriate  legal  cognisance 
ef  all  trespasses  coming  under  their  own  observation— and  require 
Ibe  Judges  of  tbe  Circuit  Courts  to  charge  said  Jbn>rs  spociatty  Ott 
the  subject.  As  the  performance  of  their  duties  w'Hl  be  attenderf 
with  some  labor,  some  expense,  and  in  cases  of  prosecution,  with  n# 
little  odium,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  competent  persons  wlil  aooepi 
ffbe  trust  witbout  reasonable  compensation.  (EttisHtig  laws  do  not 
contemplate  groMkmf  services.)  What  sbouk)  be  the  compeosas- 
lion,  tbe  Legislature,  can  determine  best.  It  should  be  paki,  home^ 
ver,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  in  propoHionto  the  quantity  be. 
longing  to  each  class,  or  to  its  value  in  tbe  respective  coutHies  or  di». 
irk^tsi.  And,  as  a  further  incentive  to  fidelity  and  vigfkMsce,  give  tbe 
agents  a  portion  of  tbe  damages  or  fine  tbat  may  be  assessed  in  ov«l 
vy  case  commenced  at  tftetr  instance.  In  cases  ef  deHnqueiicy,  «f 
which  tb^convu^ion  of  a  trespasser  under  a  prosecution  not  instito* 
tod  by  tbe  agant,  sbodd  be  prima  faeU  evkfence,  let  tbedeKoqtmil 
agent  incur  at  least  a  forfeiture  of  his  office.  Should  a  vacancy  occpr, 
let  the  County  Commissioners  fill  it  by  an  appointment  ad  interiau 
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tf  tke  LegMftUire  abbuld  mdopC  iheae  «jggattiofi%  mini  abo  ibal 
mhkk  proposM  tbe  fixing*  6y  foacr,  minimum  price*  of  *U  Slate  landi^ 
il  will  be  advisable  to  nSquire the  proteeliog  agentt  toclMsify,  iiii« 
aediatelj  before  eterj  ttle^  thd  laodtf  ib^  are  to  be  ofiered,  arraagi' 
Ingtbem  tinder  tbree  bead*— '1st,  2nd  and  Srd  qiiaJitiee»and  to  furniik 
ike  Regialer  witb  liau  of  such  classifications;  wbich  lists,  together 
with  the  notes  of  the  locating  agents,  would  enable  the  Register  to 
jnake  tifaud  arrangement  tMit  would  at  least  appt^oxitiuUe  the  true 
9tUxttoe  vidue  of  the  different  tracts.  The  advantages  of  eonsolidating 
Ibeee  duties  wouM  be  two-ibld :  while  the  aggregate  compensatjoa 
to  ontf  set  of  agents  mighl  bo  less  than  if  iioo  were  employed,  it  might 
still  be  made  sufficient  to  secure  the  services  of  oom^eot  persons'; 
and  the  protecting  agents  being  familiar  with  the  lands  through  fre- 
qiieait  visits  of  observation,  would  be  better,  qualified  to  eJassily  them 
than  other  persons  would  be  from  a  single,  and  probably  a  cursory 
irlew.  The  quantity  of  legislation  that  has  already  been  had  on  this 
subject,  evinces  its  inherent  difiiculty.  Sensible  of  this,  it  would  be 
with  reluctance  that  I  would  venture  to  recommend  absolutely,  any 
plan ;  and  it  is  uot  without  diffidence  that  I  propose  the  foregoing. 

By  an  act  passed  March  dd,  1845,  Congress  granted  to  this  Sale 
eight  sections  of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  seat  of  Govern* 
nent.  Anxious  to  make  this  grant  as  productive  as  possible,  I  a4' 
dressed  a  note  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  expressing  the  hope 
that  the  State  would  be  permitted  to  locate  the  land  by  sections,  ui^ 
festricted  by  ^'  legal  subdivisions.  "  The  matter  was  referred  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  who  gave  it  as  hisopin* 
ion,  (which  was  concurred  with  by  the  Secretary,)  that  the  entire 
cpiantity  must  *'  be  located  in  one  body,  and  that  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment should  be  fixed  upon  the  land  thus  granted ; "  evidently  imply* 
ing  that  the  grant  was  conditional,  and  would  be  void  unless  the  seat 
of  Government  shoukl  be  fixed  as  aforesaid.*^ 

Better  success  attended  an  efiTort  to  procure  a  modification  of  i». 
•tructtoas  regarding  selections  for  deficient  sixteenth  sections.  The 
change,  referred  to  will  enable  the  State  to  select  good  land,  for  tWi 
most  important  of  alt  the  objects  for  which  donations  have  been  made 
to  her,  at  much  less  cost  than  It  could  have  been  done  under  the  pre* 
▼ious  rules.f 

By  provisions  in  the  Acts  of  1846,  the  Register  is  required  to  in*, 
vest  all  surplus  moneys  in  United  States  stocks;  after  reserving 
enough  to  meet  the  expenses  incident  to  selecting  land.  Estimating* 
and,  as  it  is  now  ascertained,  correctly,  thai  iho  anaount  received  and 
receivable  from  all  sources,  after  discharging  existing  demandfl^ 
WDuM  not  more  than  suffice  for  the  purpose  indicated  until  another 
instalment  should  become  due  for  lands  sold  last  Spring,  or  another 
tale  shoukl  be  taade,  I  itivested  the  temporary  surplus  in  Florida 
Treasury  Certificates  at  an  average  discount  of  four  percent.,  vary« 
lag  according  to  the  number,  or  time  when  each  wouki  probably  be 

•See  Appendix  C. 
fSee  Appendix  D* 
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ptUL  Bjr  tbia  opMUkii».iit0 .credit  of  the  State  bat  been  ia  sonrf 
degree  upheld — the  money  has  been  kept  in  circulation  at  hamo^^ 
the  meaaa.  required  for  proseeuting  the  selection  of  lands'come  in 
seaponabLft  <^Q(1  *Q  iqimediale  gain  of  9226,05  has  been  effected  for 
the  Senuiiai;^  fund.*^ 

I  would  renew  a  suggestiou,  made  in  1645,  hj  the  President  of 
Trustees, -as  to  the  imfortanee  of  obtaining  ttom  the  tlnited  States 

Core  formal  evidence  of  tiUe  to  lands  granted  to  this  State  than  has 
therto  been  given.  In  conscyquence  of  the  defective  manner  in 
which  sele<^tions  have  heretofore  been,  aud  still  are  designated^  sev. 
eral  tracts  in  Gadsden  county  have  been  lest ;  the  only  evidence  ex^ 
tant  that  they  ever  were  selected  being  simply  the  letter  ''  U."  mar- 
ked on  the  maps  in  the  Tallahassee  Land  Office,  apparently  of  verp 
long  standing,  and  of  mysterious  import.  As  soon  asp:  actlcable,  af- 
ter I  di9Cov^rti  that  slight  and  solitiM'y  evidence  of  the  State's  title, 
and  ascertained  that  the  tracts  thus  marked  were  ioortk  selecting,  I 
made  a  formal  application  for  them  directly  to  the  Geiieral  Land  Of- 
fice ;  but  it  was  too  late.  Of  three  sections  thus  situated,  two  had 
previously  been  sold  by  the  United  States. 

1  am  not  aware  that  blame  can  be  properly  iihputed  to  any  perten 
for  the  loss  o(  the  usual  evidence,  if  there  ever  was  any,  in  reference 
to  these  lands.  It  is  possible  that  if  they  were  genuine  selections  the 
evidence  which  ought  to  have  beeb  id  the  General  Land  Office  was 
d^istroyed  ''at  the  burning  of  the  Treasury  building«onie  years  ago,'' 
as  has  been  si^ested  in  reference  to  a  correspoodenee  between  the 
Goverhdr  of  Florida  and  the  Sectretafy  of  thld  Treasury,  in  regard 
to  the  Seminary  lands,  which  took -place  about  twenty  years  since. — » 
And  it  is  quite  as  possible  that  by  a  coincidence  of  casual ities,  the 
evidence  that  should  have  been  in  the  Land  Office  here  may  have 
been  destroyed  by  the  great  ilre  in  1843,  which,  as  appears  by  a  let- 
ter irora  the  then  Register  in  this  place  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Ofl^ce,  dated  27th  Maj,  1843,  did  consume  the  buildh 
ing'in  which  tho  District  Land  Office  was  kept,  together  with  the 
furniture,  and  sonde  papers.  But  from  whatever  c'liuse  the  loss,  ifit 
be  one,  dtd  ocdQr,  the.  facts  now  stated  should  admonish  us  of  the 
propriety  of  guarding  against  future  losses  ^  and  there  is  no  mode 
more  appropriate  than  the  issuing  of  patents. 

Iff  hile  on  this  subject  !  will  make  another  suggestion;  The  Acta 
%9  and  24  of  1846,  requrrethe  State  Register  to  make  doHveyances' 
te  porchasers  from  the  State,  but  prescribe  no  forni  of  tltt^Stm^such 
eonveyances.  Would  it  not  be  expedient  to  Authorize  the  Secretary 
ef  State  to  attest  such  conveyances  under  the  seal  of  th>5  Shirte,  and 
make  this  a  sufficient  authentication  to  entitle  them  to  be  recorded  ? 
It  is  not  proposed  to  make  this  the  exclusive  mode  of  authenticating 
State  dee<ls,  although  it  wooM  seem  to  be  the  most  appropriate  one ; 
but  to  gi^e  it  the  same  legal  efficacy  that  existing  modes  have.  It 
woukl  a^d,  at  least,  an  additional  faci  ity  to  effect  what  it  is  not 

*  See  Appendix  E.— Accoaat  sad  General  Statement.  ^ 
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alwayi  coiir0iii«iit  io  do  m^er  tbA  jgbtUBnlhw  rekthg  ttrtoont^jr^ 
ances. 

In  the  firet  line  of  Section  4.  Act  No.  24,  of  1846,  mttlie  act  fa 
published,  there  ii  an  error  which  it  might  be  well  to  correct.  Tlie 
vrord  Jirst  should  be  substituted,  as  it  was  obrioudj  hitended  to  be 
used,  for  the  word  ^  last.** 

In  discharging  this  duty,  ^reporting,)  I  hare  sought  to  comp^ 
(ully  with  the  requirements  of  tne  law,  and  at  the  same  time  to  aToiq 
•ucn  latitude  of  remarks  as  might  subject  me  to  the  imputation  of  ev* 
eroacfaing  upon  the  prerogatives  or  duties  of  other  State  functions* 
ries.  If,  therefore,  it  should  seem  to  any  tlat  I  hare  construed  die 
law  too  strictly,  I  trust  they  will  ascribe  h  ta  an  unfelffned  repug^K 
nance  to  appear  obtrusive.  On  the  other  hand,  should  I  have  mi' 
consciously  railed  to  observe  In  practice,  what  I  approTO  in  theory,  1 
hope  the  error  may  be  attributed  to  undtseemUed  seal  in  a  oaoie  oC 
deep  interest  to  every  citizen  of  Florida. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JOffN  BEARD, 
Register  of  PtMic  Lands  far  ike  Slote  of  Floridoi. 

Taxxahassbe,  Novbmbxs  10,  lS4t. 


APPENDIX  T0^11EGI9T£B'«  REPORT, 

[A.] 

lilST  OF  SEMUTAR  Y  liAHDS 

lieCATSD  imDSK  ACTS  OF  Com»BE89  OV  Sp  MaBCR,  16S3,  AND  2919 

JAm7AST,  1827.. 

WEST  OF  APALACHICOtA  RIVER. 


SiMivitioDs. 

Sec. 

Towi. 

Range. 

Acres. 

«West  kalf  of 

28 

7  N 

8  W 

dl8  21^ 

♦East  half  of 

29 

7  " 

8    " 

S18  Oa 

♦West  half  of 

14 

7  " 

9    ** 

317  1!| 

♦AU  of  Section 

15 

7  " 

9   " 

635  7^ 

♦All  of  SecUott 

22 

7  " 

9    « 

635  (MX 

tAU  of  Section 

2& 

6  a 

10    •« 

636  5a 

2,860  e% 
Located-previous  to  the  23d  November,  1846,        19,270  3^ 


Total  approved,        22,130  9» 
Jfamber  of  Sections  34| — leaving  to  be  approved,  1^. 

I*  Approved  IWth  Manch,,  1847— t  Approved  11  tb  M^ch,  1847.1 
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*  EAST  OF  APALACHICOLA. 

S. 

T.  S. 

R.E. 

Acres. 

^AHof 

28 

1 

7 

649  75 

*  All  of 

.    21 

6 

44 

637  25 

*WiifNWqr,«idWhfSW 

^r,  22 

u 

M 

159  ^ 

*AlUf 

.       28 

<• 

M 

607  25 

*Ali  of 

.      81 

a 

M 

041  50 

*WestIialfaf 

5 

16 

16 

S19  46 

tAtl  of 

6 

u 

44 

640  00 

All  of              

7 

u 

M 

637  36 

AUof 

8 

'  a 

M 

QZB  80 

AH  of 

9 

tt 

u 

630  20 

%e*thalfof 

10 

<i 

44 

320  40 

♦Weithalfof   . 

15 

u 

U 

319  13 

t AIJ  of 

17 

u 

U 

640  40 

All  of 

M 

tt 

44 

634  56 

Eaatbalfrf   ,. 

IB 

a 

U 

ai6  20 

'All  of 

20 

tt 

U 

641  76 

'  All  of 

21 

44 

44 

64a  40 

:  AiUf 

22 

44 

44 

638  80 

VWesthalfof  . 

23 

U 

44 

321  OS 

*  West  half  ©f   . 

26 

U 

44 

331  28 

fAlUf 

27 

<4 

M 

640  00 

•East  half  and  Jf.  W.  garter  of  28 

tt 

M 

481  50 

South  half  of 

1 

21 

18 

320  54 

fNoitEhalfof    ■        , 
-AUof 

12 

C* 

M 

321  00 

11 

24 

21 

640  12 

Located  be 

fore  Norember, 

1846, 

0,924  16 

2%716  11 

liocated  wider  Act  of  3d  Blarcb, 

184d;. 

\  ■■ 

iJipfnnffid  nth  March,  1W7.     8im Letter  from  the 

General  Land  OfHu, 

dated  20th  March, 

1847.] 

SubdivitioDs. 

Sec. 

T.S. 

K.  E. 

Acres,  ' 

South  West  quarter  of  • 

4 

10 

la 

161  06 

^outh  East  quarter  of    • 

5 

(1 

44 

160  40 

N^orth  East  quarter  of    ^ 

8 

44 

44 

160  20 

North  West  quaHer  of 

9 

44 

tt 

160  26 

AUof 

5 

12 

14 

630  06 

All  of 

6 

C4 

«4 

621  56 

All  of 

nf 

12 

14 

662  2S 

AUof 

S 

44 

44 

640  00 

^Aliof 

18 

27 

21 

646  64 

It  Approved  J  Ith  March,  1847.  8ee  Letter  from  General  J-and  Office,  dated 
^«nh  March,  1S47.  ^Approved  13th  May,  1847.  See  Letter  from  Gen.  Land 
Office,  dated  15th  May,  1847.] 
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SubdiTisiont. 

Sec. 

T.  S. 

R.  E. 

Acres. 

All  of 

14 

28 

22 

642  64 

All  of. 

86 

29 

22    . 

644  07 

All  of 

1 

2» 

29 

639  00 

A'lof 

2 

M 

M 

689  40 

All  of 

6 

23 

80 

639  40 

All  of 

«4 

20 

80 

639  20 

Fraclional 

25 

M 

M 

192  17 

All  of 

27 

•    a 

M 

687  44 

All  of 

28 

M 

H 

640  48 

All  of    ' 

»4 

20 

80 

639  04 

Fn^stiooal 

«1 

19 

81 

119  81 

n-actional 
Fracir^oal 

«2 

M 

•c 

610  43 

27 

M 

u 

220  80 

All  of 

19 

20 

81 

661  ^ 

Fractional 
fraclional 

20 

u 

«c 

589  02 

5{5 

u 

M 

591  59 

Fractional 

85 

2Q 

3Q 

591  67 

Fractional 

26 

20 

J»l 

413  52 

Fractional 

29 

M 

M 

187  68 

Fractix>nal 

30 

M 

«i 

298  28 

All  of 

35 

cc 

a 

642  9Q 

All  of 

86 

a 

M 

640  15 

All  of 

2 

21 

81 

621  28 

All  of 

8 

u 

a 

614  01 

ijijnr*vt4  28M  S^fUmUr,  1S47. 

&«  Utttrfirw^Otntral  Lmtd  Offiee. 

dated  October  Jir$t, 

1817.] 

SobdiTiaions. 

s. 

T.E- 

R.E. 

Acrei, 

All  of  12  18  20  656  96 

All  of  17  ♦•  •*  688  24 

All  of  21  •*  **  688  24 

Alkof  15  18  21  640  24 

E  hf  dc  E  hf  ofS  Wqr  g  u  «<  ^qq  ^^ 

All  of  17  "  «  689  40 

8hfNEqr,aiidEhfofN  W«r,  22  ♦«  •*  56121 

N  W  qr  27  ««  a  XQQ  iq 

NEqr  28  •«  «*  160  10 

WhfdcNEqr  8  14  1^1  42678 

AH  of  4  «  «  665  67 

S  W  qr  &  W  hf  of  N  W  qr  8  14  22  230  11 

Shf,EhfofNBqr,WbfofN>  ^ 

AHof  6  «  V  567  27 

All  of  6  "  M  528  07 

PHEhfofNEqr^&NWqrJ  -  ^  ,       ■        ,„ 
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Subdiviiions. 

s. 

T.  E. 

R.  E. 

Acres, 

S  W  qr,  W  hf  of  N  W  qr,  dc  E 
hr  of  S  £  qr 

I  ft 

M 

M 

316  29 

W  hf  of  S  «¥  qr 

•     9 

H 

cc 

79  91 

NhfofSWqr 

17 

♦i 

(ft 

478  50 

E  hf  *  E  hf  N  W  qr 

la 

u 

<c. 

373  10 

WhfandWhfSEqr 

2 

15 

10 

401  87 

Allof 

3 

If 

M- 

042  32 

All  of 

i 

M 

u 

641  08 

J^hfandEbfofNBqr 

6 

u 

M 

400  25 

ShfandNWqr 

6 

M 

»«. 

480  60 

EhfaadNWqr 

7 

H 

f« 

479  76 

All  of 

8 

«• 

«l  . 

640  24 

AUof 

9 

M 

4<    .. 

642  56 

AH  of 

10 

•» 

N 

642  24 

N  W  qr  and  W  hf  of  S  W  qr 

11 

u 

M 

241  17 

NWqr 

15 

u 

^   . 

160^8 

liEqr 

17 

u 

M 

160  16 

S  Wqr 

29 

M 

<ft 

160  06 

Shf 

80 

M 

H 

320  44 

A\U( 

31 

M 

M 

640  88 

All  of 

82 

H 

M 

640  40 

Total  approved  54  S.  |  l-lOth. 
To  be  approved*  17  S»  l*16tb* 


82,785  38 


lUcmhdathn  cf  seUciians  approved  for  SemtnarieSy  under  the  Aeti 
of  IB2S  and  IS27. 
,  West  of  ApalachicoU  River,  34  S.  1.8th« 

East  of  Apalaohicola  River,  35  S.  O-Bihs* 


At  large, 
Total  approved. 
To  be  approved. 


UhfUr  Act  of  1845. 


69  S«  7^8(ht. 

54  &  7.8  1.16th« 

124  S.  6.8  1.16th4 

19S.  1.8  1.16chft 


144  9, 
For  d^ieient  I6th  or  School  SectionSf  in  NeumansviUe  District. 
(Approved*) 


S. 


Siibdiviwont. 

ForT.  18,8,  R  16  £,  Shf  of  > 

NWqr,aiidNhfofSWqr  J 
T  1,  R  22,  E,  8  hf  of  8  W  qr  6 

«        **     **  W  hf  of  N  W  qr  7 

TllfR**    **  •wqrdcwbfofseqrl8 

M      «    «  w  hf  of  8  E  qr  20 

♦*^  ••    «*  FractiomU  16 


T.  S.        R.  E. 


Acres. 


6 


21 

H 

CC 

«  u 

11 


19 
ii 

a 
li 
u 

22 


160  70 

163  98 

320  00 
180  36 
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SiibdivbioA0. 


T13K 

M 


22,  E,Ea«thfofSEqn       16^ 
•*  •  w  qr  n  w  qr  of  8  ^  qr  17 


"Fractiortal 
*♦  E  hf  of  S  E  qr 
••'WhfofS  Wqr 
*^  FractioMil 
"EhfofNEqr 
•*WhfofN  W^r 
**Fraclioiml 
*^Whf,NhfNEqr> 
dcShfSEqr         $ 
«         M    «  Fraclional, 
T  la  R  19  «  WM  ^  W  hf  »E  qr 


24 
17 

U 

a 

18 


17  R 

18  * 

it 


"  Fractional 
19  •*  AH 

*♦    **Whfof3Wqr 
«    M  East  half 
*«    "ShfofSEqr 
22«»hfofSEqr 
«*  "N  hfandN  E  qr 
«  **  Fractional 


16 

8 
9 
16 
20 
21 
16 

19 

16 

80 

16 

83 

8 

4 

88 

84 

8 

16 


tl 

u 

12 
21 

21 

M 

9i 
21 

84 
21 
16 
21 

M 
U 

20 
i( 

21 
15 


194 


^  280 
187  » 

IBO  00 

484  61 

160  00 
887  8Q 

487  00 
144  OS 

407  OH 
221  5f 
MO  00 

472  63 

47JL  62 
160  64 

6489  11 


In  8U  AuguaHne  Dtstrki^'Sdecthns. 


SutxHvisioiis. 


SL 


T»  S.       JR.  F. 


Acret^ 


2,  4,  5,  6, 1 
5,  16,         5 


For  T  6  S  R  27  E  Lots  2, 
7,  8,  11,  12, 18,  14,  15, 
T6SR2tE,  Lot4, 
T**-**-^^  ^Fractional 
T  8  **  «  90  «  Lou  1,  2,  3,  4,  5, 
T  8  ♦*  «  80  "  Lot  8, 
T  9  S  R  27  E,  toU  6, 7,  8,  9, 10, 11,  17 
T  9  8  R  27  E,  Fractional  16 

T  10  S  R  81  E,  Lots  1,  2,  3,  18 

^12  S  R26  E,  Lots  1, 2,  8,  4,  6,       21 
T  12  S  R  26  E,  Fractional,  16 


n 

14 
16 
29 
80 


27 


8 

u 

9 

9 

10 

12 

12 


80 ; 


Still  to  he  selected  for  deficient  18th  Seeltobtt 
ascertained, 


462,23 
750 

800  04 

202  84 
447  00 
187  11 
I  230  48 
S     ^5  77 

1932  47 

S7,04T«>_ 


For  Internal  Imprimemenl. 
Reported  this  year  but  not  yet  acted  on,  155,061 14 

The  average  cost  of  selectinir  «11  irf*  the  lands  in  this  schedule  if 
3  1-?  cents j;>er  acre»    '  * 
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B.     STATEMENT  OF  LEASES  SEMINARY  LANDS. 

la  JTtckMMi  CoMly* 

Years. 

'Names  o7  Leoeesl                                           Sums  due. 

1845. 

James  £•  Couiette,  •           '  •            .            *      •     4  00 

u 

J.  W.  Rufts,  (aominal  rent. 

.      1  00 

1840. 

John  G.  Russy          •            •            •            . 

17  50 

«i 

Jofin  P.  Lockey, 

-    12  00 

n 

James  E.  Coulette, 

7  50 

'      M 

Elizabeth  Tanner, 

.    35  00 

u 

John  G.  RoiiUiaG»<noBttnEl,) 

1  00 

U 

J.  G.  Russ,                 do. 

.      1  00 

a 

J.  W.  Rdse,                do.      - 

1  00 

1847. 

S.  C.  Bellamy,  -            •            .      -      • 

.    12  50 

a 

Canada  Rusa, 

7  00 

«* 

A.  Rereaf, 

.    11  25 

SilO  75 

fn  Cradsden  County. 

1844. 

George  W.  King,    - 

5  W 

184». 

Thomas  Wren, 

.    16  00 

<« 

A.  R.  Ransome, 

10  00 

i< 

John  R.  Hays,   i 

.12  00 

44 

Feter  Wylle, 

12  00 

44 

lease  WSMiame, 

.      2  00 

.  a 

Elijah  Watson, 

20  00 

41 

Aphon^o  H.  Alley, 

.      2  50 

M 

John  McAliUy, 

2O00 

1846. 

Thomas  J.  Cain, 

.  ^m 

44 

Peter  Wylle, 

80  00 

44 

Aphonco  H.  Alley, 

.    10  00 

a 

JohnMcAliUy, 

35  00 

44 

William  S.  Gann, 

.    7500 

44 

Elizabeth  McLaughlin, 

75  00 

44 

John  Buie, 

•    00.00 

44 

William  RoflseH,      . 

20  00 

44 

Waiiam  Mitchell, 

.    25  00 

44 

Alexander  Campbell, 

18  00 

44 

William  B.  Secly, 

.    15  m 

44 

Thomas  D.  Wilson, 

15  00 

44 

William  Swann, 

.    15  00 

44 

John  CTiarke, 

5  00* 

U 

David  W.  HoHomoo, 

-    25  OO 

u 

Vx  Williams, 

35  0(^ 

44 

Robert  S.  Tucker, 

.    35  OO 

1847. 

Pteter  Wylie, 

35  00 

44 

John  McDougald, 

•    60  00 

•4 

WHtiam  Edwards,    . 

3  50 

•» 

WiUiam  E.  Howett, 

-    17  0(f 
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Yeart.  Raines  of  Lewaei.  Smim  D«e» 

1847.       George  W.  Philipt^ 
"  Marj  M.  Bryaii,  *  •  . 

**  Rftcliel  King,  «  «  .  . 

Total  in  Gadsdeh,  i 

"     **  Jackfdn,  *  * 

*$900  75 

t  '• S '  ^— Hi 

*  Of  tbit  sum  it  it  doubtful  wbetbor  mora  tbui  ^350  will  b%  collectible. 


40  00 

.      8  00 

15  00 

•790  00 
HO  76 

C]  CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  SECRETARY  OF 
THE  TREASURY. 

St.  AuousTiKBy  Sept.  2d,  1847. 

Sir :  Bj  the  act  of  Sd  March.  1845,  entitled  An  Act  supplemental 
lo  the  act  for  the  admission  of  Florida,  ^M^t  tight  entire  sectioas  of 
Ian  are  granted  to  said  State,  for  the  purpose  ef  filing  the  seat  of 
€iOTernroent« 

It  is  hoped  tha(  the  term  *^  entire,"  maj  not  be  8«p  iBteif>reted,  or 
afpliad,  as  to  restrict  the  selections  to  the  legal  subdivisions,  or 
section  lines.  For  such  restriction  would  render  the  grant  almost 
Talueless,  as  the  good  lands  in  Florida  are  much  cut  up  with  pre- 
emptions, '*  armed  occupation,"  and  other  private  claims. 

Aa  earlj  communication  froivii  jou,  touching  the  matter  suggested^ 
ieryour  consideration,  is. respectfully  solicited^ 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  jour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BEARD, 
Register  of  Public  Lands  for  the  Stale  of  Floridae 

Hon.  R.  J«  Waliuhi,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury* 


TsEASVBY  Dbpastmicnt,  ) 
September  9lh,  1847.  $ 
Sir :  I  acl(nowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communiealioa  of  the  ^ 
iast.,  inquiring  as  to  the  construction  put  by  the  Department  on  the 
act  of  dd  March,  1840,  suppleittental  to  the  act  for  the  admission  of 
l^iorida,  dec,  and  have  to  state  in  r^ply  tdat  I  have  referred  the  same 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OfRce,  for  a  report  at  as 
early  date  as  convenient.  When  that  refK>rt  .shall  have  been  re. 
ceived  and  considered,  you  will  be  advised  of  the  viewa  of  this  De- 
partment  on  the  subject  of  your  communication. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaAt^ 

R.  J.  WALKER,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ^ 
John  Bbabd,  Eso., 
kegister  of  Public  Lands  for  Stale  of  Florida,  St.  Augusiine,  F4a. 
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Tkbasubt  Dbpartmbnt,  l 


Sept.  16lh,  1847. 
Sir :  Id  fbrther  reply  to  your  eommimicatioii  of  the  2d  inst.,  witK 
tespect  to  tbe  coifctruction  of  that  portion  of  the  Act  of  3d  Marc&» 
1845,  granting  to  the  State  of  Florida  *^«fght  eatire  sections  of  land 
lor  the  purpose  of  fifing  their  «eat  of  GoveraniiBnt/'  I  herewith  traae- 
mita  copy  of  a  report  to  me  fVora  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  under  date  of  the  lOih  instant,  and  the  acoompanying 
printed  Cireiftar,  shoeing  the  constructioil  plaeed  on  that  Act  and 
lilnltaf  grants  to  other  Sates  by  the  GeaenU  Laud  Office^  and  iB 
that  construction  I  concar. 

i  am,  Sir,  rwj  respectAiHy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  WALKER, 
Seeretarfoftke  Tteasury. 
John  Beabd,  Eaq., 

Rfgigter  cfPMic  Lands  far  FtorUoj  Si.  Augmttine^  Flk. 


[copy.  J 

GftNERAi.  Land  Office,  i 
September  10th,  1847.  J 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  the  receipt  of  the  letter  6f 
the  2d  inst.,  from  John  Beard,  Esq.,  Register  of  Public  Lands  for  the 
Btate  of  Florida,  referred  by  you  to  this  office — in  which  that  gen 
tleman  states  that  it  is  hooed  that  the  terms  of  that  part  of  the  act  oY 
id  March,  1845,  by  which  there  arft  gntnted  to  the  State  of  Florida, 
**  eight  entire  sections  of  lafad,  fbr  the  pur|>ose  of  fixing  their  seat  df 
Goremment,"  may  not  be  so  inferpreted,  or  applied,  as  to  restrict  the 
selections  to  the  legal  subdivisions,  or  section  linea--^  such  restric- 
tion  would  render  the  grant  almost  valueless,  dec. 

In  accordance  with  your  direction  endorsed  thereon,  I  have  the  ho. 
nor  to  state,  that  in  my  opinion  the  terms  of  the  grant  above  mention- 
ed,  require  that  the  whole  of  these  eight  sections  should  be  located 
in  one  body,  at  such  point  a^  may  be  fixed  upon  by  the  proper  author^ 
ities  of  Florida,  aS  their  seat  of  Government ;  and  that  the  seat  of 
Government  for  that  Slate  should  be  fixed  upon  the  lands  thus  grant- 
ed. Such  appears  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  this  office  on  all  sinf- 
ilar  lands,  as  you  wiH  perceive  by  reference  to  the  enclosed  circular 
to  Register  and  Receiver,  of  llth  Oct.  1837 — and  the  opinioaof  the 
Solicitor  of  this  office,  of  19th  September,  1837. 
Mr.  Beard's  letter  is  herewith  returned. 
\qtj  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  serv*f, 
(Signed)  RICHARD  M.  YOUNG, 

CommUsiMer: 
Hon.  R.  J.  Walkeb,  Sec^yqfthe  Treasury: 
10 
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SoUCITOR^t  BUSBAU,  > 

September  10,  1637.      ) 

Bit  :  I  Bare  extnuAed  (ke  qM^^  prop^\mde4  by  tbe  Regiiter  aff 
Kakmasoor  in  bit  kiMr  of  i)m  dOth  ultiaio,  ra:  ''  Wb«Uier  k  ber 
Maeeetary  tbat  tbe  aalaiCtioiM  made  by  the  aeveral  oauiiire*,  under  Iber 
act  ofMay  a6tb,  18d4,  shoukl  be  actiiaHy  used  a«  $keaof  tbe  aereral 
Court  Homett  or  ai  couDiy  aeata^  or  wbetbar  4kay  W  mwod  «r 
IHBde  (or  the  beoelt  of  tbe  cowitiet  V* 

Tbe  Register  ttalei*  ^  tbat  iTaotval  oceii|NMey  aa  cavaty  seats  be 
re^uiredt  tbe  advantages  of  tbe  ad  will  be  nugatory ;  tbat  thu 
eounty  seat  has  long  been  established,  and  if  oompeUed  to^aage  the 
Ibcatten  en  to  tbe  tract  selectedt  tbe  cotiaty  wouM  be  Joper,  instead  oT 
gainer,  by  tbe  selection^  Tbat-asieclMiis  ba^  heretofore  been  made' 
by  counties,  with  tbe  impression'  tbaft  there  was  no  obligation  to  fix 
tbe  seat  of  juMice  on  tbe  looation."  The  Register  asks  the  advioe  of 
the  Department,  as  to  the  trtie  construction  oft  he  ael. 

As  tbe  question  probably  lovolrei  a  class  of  eases  eennewbat  ei^ 
tensive,  and  perhaps  errors  in  judgment  by  men  who  will  not  yield  a 
first  imppession  without  a  reason,  ft  have  carefully  turned  my  atten- 
tion to  a41  tbe  acts  of  Congress  which  bestow  privileges  of  this  de* 
acription. 

The  first  act  of  the  kind  bears  dkte  February  25th,  1611,  and 
authorized  tbe  entry  only  of  the  lands  ''  fixed  upon  as  the  sites  of  ther 
permaacnt  seat^"  dfc.  and  required  tbe  patents  to  be  made  to  ther 
Commissioners,  die.  for  tbat  purpose*     (L.  U.  S.  Vol*  4,  p.  836.) 

The  next  act  (April  10,  1616,  vol.  6,  p.  69,)  granted  four  sectioaa 
Id  tbe  State  of  Indiana,  '*  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  seat  of  Goveni' 
inant  thereon,"  and  required  the  location  to  be  made  before  the  puW 
lie  sale  of  tiie  lands  of  the  United  States  surrounding  suc^  locatioiu 

The  act  of  March  3|  1619,  further  provided  for  saki  location  bf^ 
fractions,  but  with  no  other  change  of  terms. 

The  act  of20(h  April,  1618,  granted  to  Alabama,  for  tbe  locatioir 
of  the  Seat  of  Qovernment  therein^  one  seetion  of  land*  (Vol.  6|  pr 
351.) 

Tbe  act  of  20th  February,  1819,  granted  to  tbe  State  of  Misaiar 
aippi  a  quantity  of  land,  not  exceeding  two  entire  sections,  requiring' 
the  same  to  he  located  in  one  entire  trad,  at  such  place  as  sbodd 
**  be  designated  for  tbe  Seat  of  Government  therein,''  by  the  States 
and  before  tbe  commencement  of  the  public  sales  ''of  the  adjoining 
and  surrounding  lands  of  tbe  United  States."     (Vol.  6,  p,  374.) 

Tbe  act  of  dd  March,  1819,  (same  vol.  p.  426,)  grants  four  sec 
tions  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  "  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  a  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment thereon,"  with  similar  provisions  as  to  the  location. 

The  act  of  6th  March,  1820,  (VoL  6,  p.  458,)  makes  a  similar 
grant,  with  similar  restrictions,  to  tbe  State  of  Missouri. 

The  act  of  May  15,  1820,  (Vol.  6,  p.  542,)  granU  the  State  of 
Ohio  a  pre-emption  to  a  quarter  section  of  land,  at  the  mimimuoi' 

Srice,  ^^inar  near  the  ceoire  of  each  county^"  within  the  cession  mada 
y  tbe  treaty  of  September  20,  1818,  "/er  theettaVishmentofase^ 
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cfjuitice  in  said  coMdes,**  rfequfrlng  the  purchase  to  bo  made  before 
lhe>ubllc>alei,  and  the  seats  of  justice  to  be  fixed  on  the  landM  ja 
selected. 

The  act  of  March  3,  1823,  grants  a  pre-cnaption  to  ono.fluarter 
aection  each,  for  the  counties  of  Marengo,  Ferrj,  and  Dee^ur  in 
Alabama,  **for  the  establishment  of  seats  of  justice  ^/kerem,"  and  filii#. 
vides,  «*  that  the  seats  of  justice  shall  bejixed  and  continued  on  the 
land  so  located."    (Vol.  7,  p.  172.) 

The  act  of  May  24,  1824,  grants  a  quarter  section  to  Florida  for 
«  Seal  of  Governwienf,  "  to  be  located  previously  to  a.  sale  of  tibe  «4. 
jacent  lands,  under  the  authority  of  the  Governor  thereof,  at  tbe  potm 
to  be  selected  for  the  permanent  Seat  of  Goveraroeiit  of  said  T^rrL 
lory."     (Vol.  7.  p.  275.")  «iu  lerri- 

Tbe  act  ai  Ma/  21,  1824,  (now  under  consideration,)  grants  a 
f>re.«ippiio«  to  one-quarter  section  eaob,  to  the  several  counties  or 
parishes  of  each  Stale  and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  where 
there  are  public  lands,  "for  the  establishment  of  seats  of  justice 
therein;"  and  provides,  '•that  the  seat  of  justice  for  said  counties  or 
parishes  respectively,  shall  be  fixed  previously  to  a  sale  of  the  ad. 
joining  knde  mtkin  Ihe  eouAty  or  parish  for  wbieh  the  same  is  loca- 
ied«"  The  aeeond  seedoa^  the  aet  repeals  so  much  of  the  former 
laws  '•  as  requires  said  seats  of  juslioe  la  be  cootianecl  at  or  net^r  the 
oentre  of  sa«d  counties  or  parbbes*" 

la  looking  at  all  these  laws,  evidently  ♦W/tp#rt«i«<erf«,?'andea<-fi 
to  be  re^rded  an  extension  of  a  like  privilege  to  the  one  granted  by 
the  first  act,  I  cannol,  for  a  moment,  hesitate  as  to  the  true  construction 
of  tbe  act  of  May  26«  1824.  These  acts,  taken  together,  show  that 
Congress  have  intended  throughout  to  pursue  a  uniform  rule.  The 
title  of  the  latter  act,  as  well  as  the  language  used  in  the  body  of  the 
first  fection«  plainly  indicates  that  the  intention  was  to  require  the 
location  to  be  made  at  the  pomt  where  the  seat  of  Justice  should  be 
estabi  ished,  and  that  the  quarter  teefume  seieded  should  eontain  it,  I 
MB  of  opinion  that  all  seJections  and  purchases  underihjs  a£t,  which 
were  not,  at  the  ikne  of  entry,  selected -as  the  site  for  the  se^t  of  Ju^ 
tiee  of  the  proper  county  or  parish,  are  nullities,  and  withocit  warrant 
of  law. 

The  proArtfiions  of  these  several  acts,  which  require  as  a  eoctdltion 
the  fixing  of  ihe  seat  ot  jtiatice  before  the  public  sale  of  the  ac^eefit 
lands,  was,  without  doubt,  to  insure  to  the  United  States  an  equiva- 
lent (or  the  grant,  in  the  enhanced  price  f>r  which  the  adjoining  lands 
%vould  sell,  in  consequence  of  being  near  the  seat  of  justice ;  and  it 
mar  well  iie  doubted,  whether  Congress  could  lawfiilly  make  the 
grant  but  for  this  reason.  By  the  compact  with  Virginia,  the  United 
States  took  the  title  of  these  lands  as  Trustees,  '<  tis  a  common  fund 
for  all  ihe  States^"  and  agreed  "/iiot  ihef  should  he  faUhfvUy  and 
hanaflde  disposed  of  for  thai  purpose,  and  far  no  other  use  or  purpose 
t^Mtsoeter.  Without  a  breach  of  iaith  and  violation  of  contract, 
they  cawBot  dispose  of  any  part  of  them  in  a  way  that  shall  impair 
or  dkniaish  the  aggreptte  of  tkefund.    And  uafless  they  can  gmtit 
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^m  «6  as  to  protect  the  fund,  bj  an  advaMM)  of  prioe  in  jtbe  lalef  tf 
the  adjacf^nt  lands,  or,  hf  some  latitude  ofconstiuction,  make  a  coun* 
tj  or  parish  of  a  particular  State  mean  the  same  thing,  as  '*  all  the 
Stales  of  the  Canfederatim,^^  I  woqld  not  he&italte  /^  declare  the 
grant  an  assumption  of  power,  and  a  violation  of  contract. 
'  I  must  advise,  then,  instructing  the  Register  at  I^alama^pOj  and  all 
other  Registers  and  Registers  and  Receivers : 

ist.  That  the  pre-emption  grantpd  to  counlieij  and  parishes  by  the 
act  of  May  26,  1824,  is  of  the  quarter  section  oqly  on  y^bich  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  State  shall  have  fixed  and  established,  prior 
to  the  public  sales  of  the  adjacent  public  lands,  the  seat  of  justice. 

2d.  That  they  be  instructed  to  permit  no  selection  or  eplrjf  to  be 
hereafter  made  in  violation  of  the  above  rule,  and  that  they  report 
every  selection  not  made  in  accordance  with  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  BIRCHARD,  SoUdtor. 

To  JxKES  Whttcomb,  Esq.,  Commissioner. 


Correspo^4e^pel  ipi^  tj^  Qmrn^^wner  of  the  Genetdl  Lamd  Ogke, 

St,  At6i7»TmB,  Sept.  «lh,  1847. 

Sii^:-r'IbQglei^y«  to  eaUyoidir attention  to  an  important  conflict  be. 
1  ween  the  2d  section  o!  the  Act  of  20th  May,  1826,  and  the  2d  general 
rule  in  a  Cireular  dated  80(h  Auguat,  1892,  addressed  by  the  Com- 
missioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  Registers  and  Receivers, 
Dreacribio^  the  mode  of  making  selections  for  school  purposes. 

Yon  will  perceive  that  whilst  the  Ciretdar  restricts  selections  to 
"  the  nearest  a4i^<^i>^  township  wherein  good  land  exists,^'  the  Act 
oi  18.26,  in  a  j^piri  beUer  according  with  the  enlightened  parpose  of 
the  grantocst  authorizes  selections  to  bo  made  ''  out  of  any  u  appro- 
priated puUio  land  wtUUn  the  land  district  where  the  T(nonshq>  for 
^hich  any  tract  is  selected  may  he  situated" 

Now,  if  the  rule  of  tho  CtrcuLar  is  to  be  adhered  to,  the  purpose 
of  the  grant  must,  in  many  oaaes,  be  defeated  ;  for  an  examination  of 
the  Toumskip  erUitle^  to  a  selection,  and  when  it  contaips  no  good 
land  unappropriated,  of  the  adjacent  Townships,  would,  in  all  cases, 
by  the  incident  expense,  diminish  the  value  of  the  grants ;  and,  in 
the  cases  of  small  complements,  would  absorb  the  whole. 

On  the  contrary,  if  the  law  be  the  rule,  selections  may  be  nuadi) 
with  the  less  difficulty,  at  much  less  expense  to  Florida,  and  with  as 
little  detriment  to  the  interest  of  the  U.  S* 

The  first  two  propositiona  are  obvious.  The  third  Til  try  to  dem« 
qnslratf. 

Suppose  we  be  restricted  to  the  rule.  The  locatmg  agents  will 
ransacic  the  **  adjacent  Township,"  and  as  tracts  too  small  to  be  taken 
by  the  State  for  any  other  puipose,  may  be  taken  for  this,  the  U.  S. 
may  thus  lose  many  valuable  tracts.  On  the  other  band,  t(  the  Una 
be  pursued,  for  the  purpoae  of  saving  expense,,  the  State  agenU  will 
jgcate,  if  practicable!,  in  one  hody^  or  connected  tracts,  in  each  ligotl 
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district,  the  quantity  required  to  make  up  the  coniplknentg  of  all  tho^ 
Townships  in  such  district.  And  thus  the  State  would  take  for 
schools  only  what  she  might  take  for  Internal  improvements ;  and  ,aa 
far  as  the  U.  S.  are  Qoncerned  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  matter  of  in? 
difierence  for  which  of  those  ol^jects  the  land  shall  be  taken, 

Hoping  that  the  foregoing  view  may  be  concurred  with,  I  have  this 
4ay  ^nt  to  the  Newnansville  office  a  list  of  selections  made  in  ac» 
CGrdance  with  the  Act  of  1826. 

A  reply,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  will,  especially  if  in  accor- 
dance  with  the  above  suggestions,  greatly  expedite  a  iroul>lesome 
lousiness,  and,  oblige,  sir.  Your  ob't  serv'l, 

JOUN  BEARD,  Register,  4^c. 
'  Rxc^ABD  M.  YouNo,  Commissioner^ 

General  Land  Office,  September  17,  1847. 
Si|t: — In  reply  to  your  communication  ofthe  9th,inst.,I  have  tq 
stale,  that  townships  and'  fractional  townships,  within  the  State  of 
Florida,  entitled  to  select  School  Lands  under  the  law  of  1826,  will 
be  permitted  to  make  selections  "  out  of  any  unappropriated  public 
land  wiihin  the  land  district  where  the  township  (for  which  the  selec- 
tion is  to  be  made)  is  situated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  M.  YOUNG,  Commissioner. 
John  Beard,  Esq.,  Register  ofthe  Stale  of  Florida^  St.  Augustine^ 

E.]  The  State  of  Florida  in  account  with  John  Beard^  RegisUr 

of  Public  Lands. 
1847  DR. 

February,  expenses  visiting  General  Land  Office,  on 

the  public  business,     ... 
March,  paid  D.  H.  Burr,  for  services, 
April  1,  paid  Hugh  Archer,  appraiser, 
April  19,  paid  J.  M.  Gould,  for  blanks, 
May  18,  paid  T.  DemHly,  for  work  for  office, 
Juno  1,  paid  J.'  A.  Edinondson, 
June  3,  paid  B.  Barkley,  appraiser. 
May  3,  erpenses  attending  sales, 
June  7,  Hopkins  dc  Meglnniss,  for  sundries, 

For  office,  use,  .  .  • 

June  7,  G.  Vinjjerhoets,  for  desk  and  tables, 
June  8,  O.  A.  Myersi  for  services  in  office,  - 
June  8,  Kirksey  dj  Sewlird,  for  clolh  for  office, 
June  9,  Floridian  office,  advertising  and  blanks, 
June  9,  Advertiser,  Apalachicola,  advertising, 
June  10,  Sentinel,  Tallahassee,  " 

June  10,  Journal,  Tallahassee,  advertising  and  blanks, 
June  10,  P.  A.  Hayward,  books  and  stationery, 
June  14,  Charleston  Mercury,  Advertising 
•  June  I4f  Treasurer,  money  borrowed  by  Governor,  to 

pay  locating  agfcnts*.         -  •  •  -       1400  OQ 


•201  4^1 

45  00 

70  00 

20  00 

7.0Q 

6  6Q 

92  00 

83  7Q 

51  la 

34  00 

sq  39 

4  00 

60  00 

42  00 

52  50 

66  00 

75  621 

64  48 
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June  14,  Columbu*  Tfmes,  for  ndttfriiuingf      .  -  24  50 

June  14,  StvRHDali  Georgiait,            •*             •  .  2^  25 

October  4,  GeorgB  Burt,  for  paper,       -            •  -  I  45 

November  9,  R.  H.  Whitfng,  for  fire  fonder,  -  .  2  50 

November  9,  B.  F.  Whltner,  Jr.,  locating  lands,  -  1143  30 

November  9,  A.  M.  Randolph,  locating  lands,  •  •  2600  00 

November  9,  Henry  Weils,  «         ."  ,410  00 

November  8,  Samuel  J.  Perry,      "            "  -  324  65 

November  9,  Britton  Barkley,         **            «  -  729  69 

November  9,  B.  F.  Whitner,  Jr., "            •*  .  63  69 

November  9,  S.  J,  Perry,  appraiser,  •*  -  15  00 
November  9,  O.  A.  Myers,  for  services  in  absence  of  the 

Register,  on  public  business,  -  -  -  68  83 
November  9,  Hopkins  <&  Meglnniss,  and-irons,  tongs 

«nd  shovel,                •                •              •  -  2  50 

November  9,  Postages,  -               •              •  .  6  33 


By  balance  in  hands  of  Register  In  Treasury  Cerlift- 
pates  and  cash,  ... 


7,833  66 

5,075  33 

•12,908  99 


CK. 

By  cash  received  for  Seminary  Land  sold, 
^     «         "    from  Dr.  D.  L.  White,  ag't  for  rents,  . 
^«     u        a    from  late  President  of  Trustees, - 
^     •*         **     from  Gov.  Moseley,  balance  borrowed 
from  Treasurer  as  per  account  allow- 
ed la&t  year,  ... 
Py  premium  on  Treasury  Certificates,    . 


811,288  26 

292  30 

1,06?  88 


40  00 
226  05 


Oentral  statemerU  of  Senunary  Fundi. 
P  le  by  bond  for  land,  -  .         - 

Treasury  Certificates  and  cash  in  hands,  of  Register 

as  j^r  contra,  •         .  *  •        - 

jPive  percent,  fund  of  1845,  in  State  Treasury, 

Ditto  of  1846,  ascertaioed  but  not  received,  • 
Bond  due  by  G.  O.  McMullin,     . 
Due  by  Lessees,  (exhibit  B.)       "         - 
In  Territorial  Treasury,  see  Report  of  Prest,  ofTrus 

tees  in  1 846,         -         .         -         .  , 

"'Rents  collected  by  B.  Barkley, 
♦Unsettled  account  of  Hon.  T.  Baltzell, 


812,908  99 
824,032  36 


5,075  33 
975  80 

1,930  92 
950  42 
900  7$ 

40  60 

185  50 

74  56 


834,172  24 
%.  E.        JOHN  BEARD,  Register  of  Public  Loads  far  Fl^ridat 
Tallahassee,  Nov.  14th,  1847. 

Examined  and  approved.  W.  D.  MOSELEY, 

*Tbese  gentlemen  have  accounts  not  rendered,  tpinst  the  fun^, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


J 


^diRNAL  OF  THE  PRCHCEESINeS 

OP  THE 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

OF   THB 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

OF  THE 

STATE   OF   FLORIDA, 
AT  m 

TIHIDIRE)  i[giiII@IFfl, 

Befmi  and  held  at  tlie  Oapitol,  In  the  Oitjr  of  Tallaliassee, 
on  Honday,  Twenty-second  November,  1847. 
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MoiTDAT,  November  22,  1847, 
On  which  day  being  the  day  fixed  by  the  Constitution  of  this  State 
for  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  1  o'clock  P.  M.,  Mr. 
Mariano  D.  Papy,  Clei^  to  the  late  House  of  Representatives,  called 
the  Members  elect  to  order  and  proceeded  to  caU  the  roll  by  Coun- 
ties, when  the  following  named  Members  i^peured  and  presented  the 
evidence  of  their  election : 

JVoift  Washington  Counttf — John  W.  Cook. 

^    Jackson  ^        Benjamin  J.  J.  Mitchell. 

^    Calhoun  **        Francis  Amou. 

**    FrankUn  "        Peter  Hobart. 

"*    Gadsden  ''        A.  K.  Allison  and  Joseph  L.  SUeUs. 

**    Leon  '*        Augustus  E.  Maxwell. 

"    Jefferson  **        E.  E.  Blackburn  and  Joshua  Taylor. 

•"     Columbia  ''        James  L.  King. 

^    Alachua  *'        Louis  Aldrich. 

"    Benion  **        Isaac  Garrison. 

•*  HiOsborough  "  William  Hancock. 
John  R.  Mitchell  stating  that  the  certificate  of  his  election  as  Rep- 
resentative  fix>m  Monroe  County,  has  not  arrived,  as  expected  by  him 
when  he  left  his  home,  Mr.  Blackburn  moved  that  his  name  be  en- 
roUed  as  the  Representative  from  said  County,  which  motion  prevail- 
ed. There  being  no  quorum  present,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Allison  the 
Members  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  November  23,  1847. 

The  members  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  The  roll  of  Counties 
was  again  called,  and  the  following  members  who  did  not  appear  on 
yesterday,  presented  certificates  o£  their  election,  viz : 

From  Escambia  County. — Joseph  Quiggles. 

From  Santa  Rosa  County. — John  Chain. 

FVom  WaUon  County.^ohn  Morrison. 

From  Jackson  County. — ^William  Hall. 

From  Gadsden  County. — ^Miles  M.  Johnston,  and  Daniel  Brad- 
well. 

From  Leon  County. — ^Thomas  H.  Hagner,  William  M.  Maxwell, 
and  Charies  Bannerman. 

JVcMB  Wakulla  County. — John  L.  Grawfixd. 

From  Jefferson  County. — ^Thomas  Ross. 

jFVoni  Madison  County. — Samuel  T.  Henderson. 

From  HamHton  County, — ^Milton  J.  Bryan. 

From  Columbia  County. — Creorge  H.  Smith. 

JFVom  Lewf  Cotmty.— John  Waterson. 
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From  Duval  County. — Archibald  Collins  and  Joseph  B.  Lancaster. 

From  Nassau  County. — Joseph  Higginbotham. 

From  St.  Johns  County. — William  A.  Forward. 

From  Marion  County. — ^John  Scott 

The  calling  of  Calhoun  County  having  been  oniitted,  because  of 
the  presentation  of  a  certificate  of  election  on  yesterday  by  Francis 
AmoUf  Mr.  Lancaster  moved  that  the  said  County  be  again  called, 
which  motion  prevailed ;  and  the  said  County  being  again  so  called, 
Stephen  Richards  also  presented  a  certificate  of  his  election  as  the 
Representative  from  said  County. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lancaster,  Mr.  William  M.  Maxwell  was  called 
to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Hagner  then  oflered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution : 

Whereas,  inasmuch  as  Francis  Amou,  Esq.  and  Stephen  Richards, 
Esq.  have  each  presented  to  the  Clerk  of  this  House  a  certificate  of 
election  to  this  House,  of  even  date,  signed  by  the  Judge  of  Probate 
of  Calhoun  County,  the  said  County  being  entitled  to  but  one  mem- 
ber :  Therefore — 

Resolved,  That  the  other  members  elect  who  have  presented  their 
certificates,  be  sworn  in,  and  the  House  organize,  and  thereafter  that 
the  matter  of  said  election  be  fully  and  &irly  acted  upon,  as  the 
House  shall  direct. 

Mr.  Forward  moved  in  amendment  of  said  resolution,  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  be  requested  to  flimish  to  this  body  a  certified 
copy  of  the  certificate,  signed  by  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  the  County 
of  Calhoun,  of  the  result  of  the  election  for  Assemblyman  in  said 
County,  as  certified  to  him,  that  the  same  may  be  read,  before  taking 
the  vote  on  said  resolution. 

The  Chair  decided  said  amendment  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Blackburn  then  offered  the  resolution  presented  by  Mr.  Forw  | 
ward,  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Hagner. 

Mr.  Allison  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  reception  of  said 
substitute. 

The  chair  decided  the  call  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  question  then  was  upon  the  reception  of  said  substitute,  and 
was  carried  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
oflTered  by  Mr.  Hagner. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  by  Mr.  Allison  and  admitted 
by  general  consent,  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain,  Collins, 
Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnson,  Lan- 
caster,  William  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Smith,  and 
Waterson — 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Blackburn,  Cook,  Forward,  Gar- 
rison,  Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell,  of  Jackson, 
Mitchell,  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Shields,  and  Taylor — 15. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Blackburn  then  offered  the  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.   For- 
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ward  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  o^red  by  Mr.  Hagner,  as 
an  addition  to  Mr.  Hagner's  resolution. 

The  chair  decided  the  same  to  be  out  of  order. 

Hie  roll  was  then  called,  and  the  following  members  were  sworn 
in  by  the  Hon.  James  E.  Broome,  Judge  of  Probates  for  Leon  Coun- 
tj,  to  wit : 

From  Escambia  County — Joseph  Quiggles. 

From  Santa  Rosa  County — John  Chain. 

From  Walton  County — John  Morrison. 

From  Washington  County — John  W.  Cook, 

From  Jackson  County — ^Benjamin  J.  J.  MitcheU  and  William  Hall. 

From  Franklin  County — ^Peter  HobarL 

From  Gadsden  County — ^A.  K.  Allison,  James  L.  Shields,  Miles 
M.  Johnston,  and  Daniel  Bradwell. 

From  Leon  County — A.  E.  Maxwell,  Thomas  H.  Hagner,  Wm. 
M.  Maxwell,  and  Charles  Bannerman. 

From  Wakulla  County — John  L.  Crawfi>rd. 

From  Jefferson  County — ^E.  E.  Blackburn,  Joshua  Taylor,  and 
Thomas  Ross. 

From  Madison  County — Samuel  T.  Henderson. 

From  Hamilton  County — Milton  J.  Bryan. 

From  Columbia  County — James  L.  King  and  George  H.  Smith. 

From  Levy  County — John  Waterson. 

From  Alachua  County — Louis  Aldrich. 

From  Duval  County — Archibald  Collins,  and  Joseph  B.  Lancaster. 
•  Foom  Nassau  County — ^Joseph  Higginbotham. 

From  St.  John^s  Cou/iQ^— William  A.  Forward. 

From  Marion  County — John  Scott. 

From  Benton  County — ^Isaac  Garrison. 

From  Hillsborough  County — William  Hancock. 

Mr.  Mitchell  of  Monroe  not  having  a  certificate  of  his  election, 
upon  a  statement  made  by  him,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn, 
sworn  in. 

Mr.  Lancaster  moved  that  the  House  now  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  Speaker,  which  motion  prevailing, 

Mr.  Hagner  nominated  Joseph  B.  Lancaster,  and  Mr.  Blackburn 
nominated  Benjamin  J.  J.  Mitchell. 

The  voting  was  as  follows : 

For  Lancaster — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Biran, 
Chain,  Collins,  Crawford,  Grarrison,  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Hig- 
ginbotham, Johnson,  William  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quiggles,  S  iott. 
Smith,  and  Waterson — 19. 

For  Mitchellr^MessTS.  Allison,  Blackburn,  Cook,  Forward,  Han- 
cock,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell,  of  Monroe,  Ross, 
Shields,  and  Taylor— 12. 

Blank — ^Messrs.  Lancaster,  and  Mitchell,  of  Jackson — 2. 

Mr.  Lancaster  having  received  the  necessary  majority,  was  de- 
clared duly  elected  Speaker  of  the  House. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  a  committee  of  two,  con- 


/ 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


6 

ntthig  of  Metin.  Haner  uid  Chain,  was  i^pointed  to  oondud  the 
Speaker  elect  to  the  Chair,  who,  upon  aegamlng  the  dutieB  diereby 
impoeed  upon  him,  returned  his  thanka  to  the  House  for  the  honor 
conforred  upon  hiin,  in  a  hrief  and  chaste  address. 

Mr.  Allison  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
Chief  Clerk,  which  motionprevailing, 

Mr.  Scott  nominated  William  B.  Lancaster,  and  Mr.  AUiscm 
nominated  Mariano  D.  Papy. 

The  foUowing  is  the  result  of  the  Yotinf : 
Far  Popy.— Messrs.  Allison,  Bhickbum,  Cook,  Forward,  Ckura. 
son,  Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  A.  £.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson, 
Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Shields,  and  Taylor — 14. 

For  Lancaster, — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bindwell,  Biyan, 
Chain,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham, 
Johnston,  William  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quiggles,  ^ott.  Smith, 
Waterson,  and  Mr.  Speaker — 19. 

Mr.  Lancaster  having  received  the  requisite  majority,  was  declared 
diily  elected  Chief  Cleric,  and  the  oath  of  office  was  administered  to 
him  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Blackburn  then  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to  the  election 
(if  a  Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant  at  Arms,  which  motion  prevailing, 

Mr.  Crawford  nominat^  N.  A.  Jamieson,  and  Mr.  Allison  nomi- 
nated Samuel  B.  Foster. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the  voting : 

For  Jameson. — ^Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Chain,  Collins, 
Crawford,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison, 
Quiggles,  Scott,  Waterson,  and  Mr.  Speaker — 14. 

Mr.  Foster. — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alliscm,  Blackburn,  Biyan,  Cook, 
Forward,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hancock,  HigginbotRam,  Hobait,  King, 
A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Rose, 
Shiekls,  Smith,  and  Taylor. — 19. 

Mr.  Foster  having  received  the  requisite  majority,  was  declared 
duly  elected  Messenger  and  Doorkeeper,  and  the  oath  of  office  was 
administered  to  him  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Blackburn  then  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  Sergeant  at  Arms,  which  prevailing, 

Mr.  Johnston  nominated  William  J.  Atwater,  and  Mr.  A.  £.  Max- 
well nominated  Benjamin  G.  Thornton.     The  voting  was  as  follows : 
For  Thornton,  Mr.  A.  E.  Maxwell— 1. 

For  Atwater,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Biy- 
an«  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrison,  Hagner, 
Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobait,  Johnston,  King,  W.  M. 
Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Quig- 
gles, Ross,  Scott,  ShieUs,  Smith,  Taylor,  Waterson,  and  Mr. 
Speaker— 31. 

Mr.  Atwater  having  received  the  requisite  majority,  was  declared 
duly  elected  Sergeant^U-Anns,  and  the  oath  of  office  was  administered 
to  him  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Allison  ofiered  the  following  resolution : 
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Resolved^  Tliat  the  Chief  Clerk  be  authorized  to  let  out  to  the  low- 
est  bidder,  die  enrolling  and  engrossing  that  may  be  necessary  for  the 
House  during  the  present  session,  and  that  he  be  allowed  extra  com- 
pensation therefor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  said  resolution  ivas  postponed  till  this 
afternoon.  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bkckbum,  the  following  Protest  was  ordered  to 
be  spread  on  the  Journals : 

The  undersigned,  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Florida,  hereby  enter  their  solemn 
Protest  against  the  course  pursued  by  sixteen  Members,  elect,  of  the 
said  House,  who  were  in  Uiis  city  on  yesterday,  in  not  attending  in 
the  House  at  the  time  appointed  by  the  Constitution,  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  said  House,  as  they  were  in  duty  to  the  good  people  of 
this  State  bound  to  do. 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN,  of  Jefferson  Co., 
JOSHUA  TAYLOR,      **  "        " 

J.  GARRASON,  of  Benton  Co., 

A.  K.  ALLISON,  of  Gadsden  Co., 
J.  L.  KING,  of  Columbia  Co., 

J.  L.  SHIELDS,  of  Gadsden  Co., 
.      WM.  HANCOCK, 

FRAN'S.  ARNOU,  of  Calhoun  Co., 
JOHN  R.  MITCHELL,  of  Monroe  Co., 
PETER  HOBART,  of  Franklin  Co., 

B.  J.  J.  MITCHELL,  of  Jackson  Co. 
Nov.  28,  1847. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  the  House  took  a  recess  till  three 
o^clock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  and  the  roll  being  called,  there  was  a  quorum 
present. 

A  conmiktee  was  received  from  the  Senate,  who  announced  that 
the  Senate  was  oxganized  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Scott  offered  the  Mowing  resolution,  to  wit : 

Resolvedf  That  a  committee  of  three  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  inlbr- 
ming  that  body  that  a  quorum  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
assembled,  that  they  have  elected  Joseph  B.  Lancaster,  E^.,  one  of 
the  members  from  Duval,  Speaker ;  William  B.  Lancaster,  C^eik, 
and  18  now  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Which  was  adoj^ted;  and  Messrs.  Scott,  Forward^  and  Smith  ap- 
poi^ed  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  a  commktee  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Blackburn,  Hagner,  4Uid  Johnston,  was  arookited  to  wait  on  His  Ex- 
ceUeacy  the  Governor,  in  connectioii  wim  a  aimilar  comimttee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  and  inform  him  that  the  General  Assembly  was 
now  tuganixedaiid  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  may  have 
to  make. 
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A  committee  was  receired  from  the  Senate  who  announced  that 
they  were  appointed  to  wait  on  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  together 
with  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and  inform  him  that  the 
General  Assembly  was  organized  and  ready  to  receive  any  commu- 
nication he  may  have  to  make. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governor,  after  a  short 
interval,  returned,  and  reported  that  they  had  performed  the  duty  im- 
posed upon  them. 

Mr.  Chain  ofiered  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Resolved^  That  the  Standing  Rules  of  the  last  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  Florida  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  made  rules  of  this  House 
foT  the  next  ensuing  five  days,  and  that  a  conmiittee  of  five  members 
be  appointed  to  revise  said  rules,  and  report  within  the  said  five  days 
such  alterations  and  amendments  as  may  be  deemed  advisable ; 
which  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Chain,  Forward,  Allison,  William 
M.  Maxwell,  and  Hagner,  appointed  Uie  committee  therein  men- 
tioned. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  His  Excellency  the 
Governor : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

In  the  communication  made  to  the  last  Greneral  Assembly,  the  Ex- 
ecutive had  the  happiness  to  congratulate  his  feUow-citizens  with  re- 
gard to  the  blessings  of  health  and  of  prosperity  in  their  varied 
pursuits.  It  is  a  source  of  heartfelt  satismction  to  be  enabled  to  give 
you,  at  this  time,  new  assurances  of  the  continuance  of  the  fiivors  of 
Providence.  The  current  year  has  but  increased  our  obligations  to 
the  great  Source  of  our  midtiplied  bounties.  At  no  period,  since  the 
organization  of  the  State  Government,  have  we  had  more  cause  of 
gratitude  for  the  continuation  of  health,  the  rich  rewards  of  industry, 
.  and  the  steady  advancement  of  our  great  social  interests  and  moral 
improvement,  than  at  the  present  Being  thus  signally  blessed,  it 
becomes  our  duty  when  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  those  trusts 
confided  to  us  as  the  representatives  of  the  people,  not  only  to  express 
our  thankfulness  and  gratitude  for  the  past,  but  so  to  invoke  the  aid 
and  guidance  of  that  Almighty  Being  who  controls  events,  as  that  all 
our  deliberations  may  be  directed  to  the  advancement  of  the  great 
interests  of  the  people  and  the  promotion  of  the  honor  and  reputation 
of  the  State.    Without  such  aid  we  cannot  hope  for  success. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  proceed  to  the  discharge  of  a 
highly  responsible  and  important  duty,  imposed  upon  the  Chief  Ex- 
ecutive Magistrate  of  the  State,  at  the  commencement  of  the  annual 
sessions  of  the  General  Assembly,  contained  in  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State  which  requires  of  him  to  lay  before  that  body 
^  information  in  connection  wiUi  the  administration  of  the  Crovem- 
ment,  and  the  recommendation  of  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient  and  proper  to  promote  the  general  welfiure." 

Upon  a  review  of  the  Acts  and  Resolutions  adopted  by  the  Gene- 
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end  Asaemblj  since  the  organization  of  the  State,  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  invite  your  attention  to  the  Act  of  10th  December,  1846, 
proYMiing  for  a  Digest  of  the  Territorial  and  State  Laws,  and  to  a 
supplementary  Act  of  the  same  session,  providing  for  the  collection 
and  arrangement  of  the  Statutes  of  Great  Britain  of  force  in  this 
State,  It  will  be  seen,  by  an  examination  of  the  Acts  referred  to, 
that  the  purpose  of  the  General  Assembly  was  not  only  to  hav«  a 
thorough  Digest  of  all  the  Acts  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  of  a 
public  character,  and  then  in  force,  including  such  as  might  be  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly  up  to  the  fidl  session  of  1846,  but  to  cd* 
)ect  and  arrange,  under  appropriate  heads,  all  the  Statutes  of  Great 
Britain  of  force  in  this  State.  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  inform 
you  that,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  the  Executive  in  the 
Acts  above  named,  L.  A.  Thompson,  Esq.,  was  commissioned  to 
cany  into  execution  this  wise  measure  of  the  General  AssemUj. 
A  complete  Digest,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  first  Act, 
of  inestimable  value  to  the  State,  the  compilation  and  completioii  of 
which  might  well  have  been  considered  the  watk  of  years,  has  been 
carried  through  the  press  within  a  year  from  its  inception,  and  is  now 
submitted  to  the  (General  Assembly  for  such  ailditional  legislation,  if 
any,  as  may  be  necessary  to  perfect  the  work. 

I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  give  this  work  a  prominent  position  ia 
this  communication  for  seyeral  reasons,  the  justness  of  which  will  be 
readily  seen.  Frequent  changes  in  public  laws  are  of  themselvea 
evils  of  no  ordinary  magnitude.  In  a  government  like  ours,  with  a 
population  comparatively  sparse,  scattered  over  an  extensive  territory, 
with  few  fecilities  of  intercommunication,  euch  changes  are  peca- 
liariy  so.  That  the  Digest  under  notice  vdll  meet  the  reasimable  ex. 
peetations  of  the  public,  the  high  reputatioil  of  the  coouiissioner  is 
believed  to  be  a  sufficient  guaranty,  independently  of  the  unqualified 
approval  and  commendation  of  the  commission  appointed  to  approve 
or  disapprove  of  the  work  as  their  judgmefats  might  dictate.  From 
these  considerations,  it  is  earnestly  but  respecti^y  recommended, 
that  no  additional  legislation  (at  least  of  A  public  nature  and  in  re- 
peal of  the  Acts  composing  the  Digest)  may  be  had  at  the  present 
session ;  unless  such  legisuition  will  be  obuioualy  productwe  ofpoiu 
iwe  public  good.  It  would  seem  to  be  wise  policy,  at  least,  to  allow 
experience  to  test  the  inefficiency  of  this  work — a  woi^  of  indiutry,^ 
mergy  and  taltnt — ^before  we  attempt  to  improve  it  by  legislation  of 
doubtful  expediency. 

The  collection  uid  arrangement  of  the  Statutes  of  Great  Britain 
of  force  in  this  State,  contempkted  in  the  provisions  of  the  simple* 
mentary  act  referred  to,  have  not  yet  been  completed,  but  wiU  re^ 
eeive  the  prompt  attention  of  the  commissioner  at  an  early  day. 

In  the  annual  message  to  your  immediate  predecessors,  I  feh  it  td 
be  my  duty  to  recommend  the  following  amei^ments  to  the  Constito- 
tioit  of  this  State,  to  wit: 

1.  Biennial,  instead  of  annual  sessions  of  the  Cren  Assembly,  dtdM 
WfM  of  service  of  the  membeii  thereof  amended  as  to  oonfonn  theretoi 
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2.  A  residence  of  six  months,  instead  of  two  years,  within  the  State, 
as  1^  necessary  qualification  to  suffrage. 

3.  So  amend  the  12th  Section  of  the  5th  Article,  that  the  election 
of  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  be  hereafter  made  directly  by  the  peo- 
ple by  general  ticket  firom  the  entire  State,  without  in  other  respects 
interfering  materially  with  the  alternating  system  as  at  present  estab- 
lished by  law ;  and,  that  their  term  of  service  should  not  continue  more 
than  ten  nor  less  than  five  years. 

It  is  a  gratification  to  embrace  this  opportunity  to  advise  you  of  the 
adoption,  in  part,  of  these  recommendations,  by  the  last  General  As- 
sembly, (and  of  their  publication  in  the  public  Journals  of  the  State, 
in  conformity  to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  provides  for 
amendments  by  your  body) ;  but  this  gratification  on  the  one  part,  is 
coupled  with  a  deep  regret  on  the  other,  that  the  amendmente  were 
not  adopted  to  the  fall  extent  of  the  recommendation. 

The  first  amendment  provides  that  the  members  of  the  House  of* 
Representatives  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  voters,  and  shall  serve 
for  the  term  of  two  years,  fi'om  and  afler  the  day  of  the  first  election 
under  the  amended  Constitution,  and  no  lon^r;  and  die  sessions  af 
the  General  Assembly  shall  be  biennial,  and  commence  on  the  4th 
Monday  in  November  in  each  and  every  second  year  or  at  such  other  time 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  The  second  amendment  designates  the 
first  Monday  in  October,  in  each  and  every  second  year,  as  the  day 
on  which  elections  shall  be  held  for  members  of  the  House  of  Repre-> 
sentatives,  or  on  such  other  day  as  may  be  directed  by  law.  The 
third  amendment  provides  that  Senators  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qual> 
ified  electors  for  the  term  of  four  years,  not  dififering  in  other  respecttf 
from  the  existing  Constitution.  The  fourth  amendment  provides  for 
the  classification  of  the  Senators,  so  as  to  conform  to  the  third  amende 
ment  in  the  extension  of  their  term  of  service  firom  two  to  four  years* 

The  foregoing  are  in  substance  the  amendments,  as  agreed  to  by 
the  last  General  Assembly,  to  the  4th  Article  of  the  Constitutio:!.  If 
it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature  now  in  session,  to  estab- 
lish biennial  instead  of  annual  sessions,  the  adoption  of  the  first  clause 
of  the  first  amendment,  as  to  term  of  service  of  members  of  the  House, 
and  of  the  entire  second  amendment,  as  to  the  day  and  year  of  elec- 
tion, will  necessarily  follow.  By  the  third  amendment,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Senatorial  term  is  extended  firom  two  to  four  years.  In  re- 
gard to  this  amendment,  I  may  remark  that  although  it  is  the  privilege 
o(  and  may  be  considered  an  imperative  duty  imposed  upon,  the  Ex^ 
ecutive,  to  recommend  such  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  as  in  his 
judgment  the  public  good  may  demand,  that  privilege  extends  no  &r^ 
ther.  Such,  at  least,  was  the  construction  placed  upon  the  powers  of 
the  Executive  by  the  General  Assembly  and  by  himself  at  its  last 
session — namely,  that  the  General  Assembly  was  to  all  intents  a  Con- 
vention of  the  People  when  amendments  to  the  Constitution  were  un- 
der  consideration,  and  as  such,  entirely  independent  of  the  Executive. 
But  to  recur  to  the  amendment  in  question,  it  is  to  me  a  matter  of  un- 
feigned regret  that  the  adoption  of  biennial  sessions,  (a  meamire  whidt 
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I  have  advocated  at  all  times  and  on  all  proper  occasions,  from  a  con- 
viction that,  if  incorporated  into  the  Constitution,  apart  from  much  pos- 
itive good  resulting  from  its  adoption,  many  existing  evils  would  be 
avoided),  should  have  been  rendered  highly  objectionable  by  extend- 
ing the  term  of  service  of  Senators,  to  an  unusual  and  extraordinary 
length.  Long  terms  of  office,  particularly  of  a  political  nature,  are, 
it  is  believed,  in  opposition  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  Republican 
institutions,  and  may  be  said  to  be  indirectly  in  violation  of  the  maxim, 
that  '^frequent  recurrence  to  fundamental  principles  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary  to  preser\'e  the  blessings  of  liberty."  It  is  therefore  most 
earnestly  recommended  to  you,  as  the  innmediate  representatives  of 
the  people,  so  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  last  session  as  that  the 
term  of  members  of  neither  branch  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  ex- 
tend beyond  two  years.  Aside  from  objections  founded  on  principle, 
it  may  be  remarked  that,  in  a  young  State  like  Florida,  whose  popula- 
tion is  gradually  increasing  by  accessions  composed  of  much  of  the 
intelligence,  wealth  and  industry  of  sister  States,  upon  whom,  with- 
out delay,  the  burthens  of  government  are  imposed,  it  is  surely  impoU 
itic,  to  say  the  least,  to  deprive  them  by  the  organic  law,  of  the  priv- 
ileges pf  citizens  for  a  protracted  length  of  time. 

It  is  also  recommended  to  amend  the  amendment  to  the  Ist  Sec- 
tion of  the  6th  Article,  by  striking  out  the  words  **  one  year"  where- 
ever  they  occur  and  inserting  **  six  months."  I  i^eadily  admit  that  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  see  either  the  justice  or  policy  of  the  Article  as  it  now 
exists.  So  far  as  it  discourages  emigration  to  the  State,  it  is  most 
certainly  obiectionable,  as  a  wise  policy  would  dictate  every  possible 
incentive  to  emigration  not  endangering  the  public  safety.  So  far 
as  it  operates  unequally  upon  all  who  are  citizens  of  the  same  State^ 
it  is  not  only  anU-republican  but  unjust. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  present  occasion,  also,  to  invite  your  attention 
to  another  suggested  amendment,  of  paramount  importance  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  of  the  State.  My  views  in  relation  to  it,  to  a  ve- 
ry imited  extent,  engaged  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  at 
its  last  session.  I  allude  to  the  change  then  recommended  by  me  as 
to  the  tenure  of  office  and  the  mode  of  election  of  Judges  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts.  If  the  existing  provisions  of  the  Constitution  be  not  chang- 
ed, an  election  of  Judges,  during  good  behaviour,  will  be  made  by 
the  Legislature  three  years  from  this  time.  K  is  obvious,  then,  that  there 
is  no  time  to  be  lost  in  discussing  and  maturely  considering  any  pro- 
posed change  of  the  Constitution  in  that  regard,  as  it  must  be  adopt- 
ed, if  at  all,  by  two  successive  Legislatures  within  that  period.  This 
circumstance,  coupled  with  a  sense  of  duty,  is  my  apology  for  what  might 
otherwise  seem  undue  importunity  in  again  earnestly  invoking  your  at- 
tentioD  to  this  subject  Reflection,  subsequent  to  the  date  of  my  last 
message,  and  continued  and  anxious  observation  of  the  two  modes  of 
electing  Judges,  as  exhibited  in  other  States,  have  but  confirmed  my 
opinions'  heretofore  expressed,  and  increased  my  desire  to  have  the 
Constitution  so  amended  as  to  provkle  for  the  election  of  the  Judges 
of  the  dircuit  Court  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people.     It  is  difficuU  t<^ 
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account  for  the  existing  anomaly  in  our  State  Constitution  which  for- 
bids to  the  people  a  voice  in  the  selection  of  those  of  their  public  ser- 
vants who,  perhaps,  of  all  others,  have  the  most  to  do  with  taking  care 
of  their  interests.  Though  the  Laws  under  which  we  live  be  enact- 
ed by  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people,  yet  it  is  obvious 
that  their  true  value  depends  upon  their  proper  administration  by  the 
Judicial  officers  of  the  Government  An  incompetent  or  fitithless 
Judge  may  render  practically  worthless  the  best  system  of  laws, 
whuei  an  honest  one  has  it  in  his  power  to  avoid  many  of  the 
cavils  of  hasty  legislation.  The  adoption  of  the  existing  system, 
it  regarded  as  a  lingering  distrust  of  the  capacity  of  the  people 
for  self-government,  derived  from  our  English  ancestors — man- 
ifestly a  system  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions  and  to  the 
rights  of  the  people.  The  objections  usually  made  to  the  proposed 
system  of  election,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  exist  more  in  apprehen- 
sion than  in  foct  So  &r  as  iny  observations  and  enquiries  have  ex- 
tended as  to  the  effedka  of  the  system  in  other  States  where  it  has 
been  adopted,  none  of  the  results  usually  predicted  by  its  opponents 
have  been  experienced,  while  aU  the  benefits  anticipated  by  its  friends 
have  been  realized  in  an  eminent  degree.  If,  then,  the  position  here 
aasumed  be  true,  that  the  system  proposed  secures  the  selection  of 
Judges  not  less  vigilant  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  in  other 
respects  equally  entitled  to  public  confidence  with  those  selected  by 
intermediate  agents,  no.  exceptions  can  be  ti^en  to  it  on  this  ground. — 
And  the  Legidature  certainly  will  not  disregard  another  very  impor- 
tant consideration,  namely,  that  a  direct  vote  by  the  people  for  Judges 
of  the  Circuit  Court  is  their  undoubted  right— :&  right  hitherto  wEh- 
held ;  nor  will  they  lightly  esteem  the  fac*,  not  less  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, that  a  postponement  of  this  subject  to  another  session  d 
the  General  Assembly,  virtually  nullifies  this  right-rrwhich  you  alone 
under  existing  circumstances,  have  the  power  to  restore. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  of  the  Judipiary  system,  my  atten- 
tion has  been  directed,  at  the  request  of  many  respectable  citizens  to. 
axiother  important  change  in  the  organization  of  our  Courts — hereto- 
fore recomended  at  the  adjourned  term  of  the  first  General  Assembly. 
I  submit  this  to  you,  a  second  time^  for  your  consideration,  on  account 
of  its  great  utility  and  importance.  I  allude  to  a  separate  Chancery 
Court.  Among  the  many  advantages  of  thb  measure  which  will  oc- 
cur to  you,  I  will  confine  myself  to  one  only ;  and  upon  this  point  my 
own  observations  have  confirmed  the  reports  of  those  better  qualified 
fiaom  their  position  to  judge,  and  more  directly  interested.  Most  of' 
the  sints  in  our  Courts,  involving  large  amounts  of  property,  and 
which  render  necessary  Uie  examination  uid  discussion  of  the  more 
abstruse  principles  of  the  law,  are,  technically  speaking,  to  be  found 
OB  the  equity  side  of  the  Court  Dodcet ;  and  yet  it  is  believed  to  be 
a  rule  universally  observed,  (growing  out  of  the  existing  system,)  to 
give  precedence  to  law  cases ;  the  oonsequmce  of  which,  so  &r  as 
aiy  observation  has  extended,  has  ever  been,  in  all  the  States  where 
this  system  b  in  force,  to  postpone  the  more  impprtvit  buttBess^o  the, 
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fery  last  hours  of  the  Court,  which  is  then  disposed  o£hastUy,  and  in 
most  cases  unsatis&ctorily,  or  from  necessity  continued  from  term  to 
term,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  rights  of  the  parties.  I  will  not 
enlarge  upon  this  topic.  The  experience  of  every  lawj'er  and  many 
a  long-suflfering  suitor,  will  furnish  evidence  of  what  I  have  stated, 
and  irfits  injurious  effects.  Many  of  both  classes  have  seen  an  en- 
tire day  devoted  to  the  trial  of  some  petty  offender  for  some  trifling 
fnisdemeanor,  or  to  establish  the  relative  rights  of  parties  to  property 
of  less  value  than  the  costs  incurred  in  the  investigation  ;  when  af- 
terwards a  single  hqur  of  the  Court  (usually  from  exhaustion  and  the 
want  of  time)  could  not  be  aflbrded  to  a  controversy  involving  a  large 
amount  of  property  and  resting  on  complicated  questions  of  law. — 
The  establishment  of  a  separate  Chancery  Court  would  correct  these 
evils,  and  afford  ample  tin^  and  opportunity  for  the  deliberate  admin- 
^radon  of  justice.  I  am  aware,  of  course,  that  the  proposed  Court 
would  involve  an  additional  expense,  which  should  not  be  incautious- 
ly incurred.  But  if  its  advantages  are  such  as  I  have  been  induced 
to  suppose,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  very  brief  experience  would 
reconcile  every  person  to  such  expense.  Moreover,  the  expense  of 
the  Court  might  measureably  be  thrown  upon  those  who  would  de- 
rive most  immediate  benefit  from  it,  and  who  would,  doubltess,  rejoice 
to  incur  a  small  additional  expense  in  exchange  for  the  delays,  em- 
barrassments and  other  inconveniences  to  which  they  are  now  sub- 
jected firom  the  present  system.  It  is  believed  that  a  tax  of  Five  Dol- 
lars upon  every  suit,  with  a  sn;mll  additional  per  centage  on  the  amount 
finally  recovered,  to  be  ascerta,ined  in  some  mode  readily  devised, 
would  nearly,  perhaps  entirely,  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Court,  and,  I 
think,  give  general  satis&ction^ 

At  the  first  session  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly,  a  Resolution  was 
adopted  authorizing  the  Executive  to  appoint  fit  and  competent  per- 
sons to  act  and  confer  with  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  Executives 
of  Creorgia  and  Alabanrut,  as  Commissioners  to  run  and  mark  the 
boondaiy  line  between  the  States  of  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Florida, 
in  conformity  with  the  treaty  of  1795,  between  Spain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States.  I  regret  to  have  to  inform  you  that  in  regard  to  the  line 
between  Georgia  and  this  State,  Commissioners  were  appointed  on 
the  part  of  bo^,  who,  after  a  protracted  effort  to  carry  into  effbct  the 
object  of  the  Resolution,  eventually  separated  without  having  accom- 
pBshed  that  object  This  infonpatlon  having  been  communicated  to 
your  immediate  predecessors,  with  the  correspondence  and  report  of 
the  Conmiissioners,  and  no  new  instructions  having  been  received  in 
relation  to  the  subject,  no  farther  atten^>t  at  negotiation  has  been 
made.  The  same  doubt  and  WKortainty  as  to  the  true  line  still  exist 
The  subject  is  again  referred  to  you  as  a  n^ihtter  of  deep  concern, 
nol  only  to  the  people  of  the  State,  but  more  especially  so  to  those 
who  live  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  lii^  heretofore  ran  and  mar- 
ked fyjm  EUioott's  Mound,  near  Uie  source  <^  the  St  Maiy^s  River, 
to  tlie  jtmction  of  the  Flint  and  Chattahoochie  Rivers. 

It  is  tndj  gratifying  to  n^  (lowever,  to  be  enabled  to  iaibrin  you, 
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that  our  negotiations  with  Alabama  have  l>een  entirely  successfuK 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  respective  States,  together  with  a 
gentleman  of  no  ordinary  reputation  as  Engineer,  convened  immedi- 
ately afler  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legislature,  and  without  en* 
countering  any  serious  obstacles  to  an  adjustment  of  the  line  dividing 
that  State  and  Florida,  united  in  a  Report  to  their  respective  Govern- 
ments,  which,  with  all  the  documents  in  connection  with  it,  is  now 
on  file  in  the  Execurive  Office,  and  will  be  submitted  to  the  Legisla- 
ture without  delay,  whenever  its  wishes  in  that  respect  are  made 
known.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  at  this  time,  that  the 
report  is  highly  satis&ctory  to  the  Executive,  from  a  conviction  that 
the  Commissioners  have  identified  and  agreed  upon  the  line  origin- 
ally marked,  being  latitude  31  deg.  north,  and  which,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, is  the  boundary  as  fixed  by  the  Treaty  of  1795. 

As  the  control  and  direction  of  the  very  liberal  grants  of  Public 
Lands  made  by  the  Federal  Government  to  the  State  for  Seminaries 
of  Learning,  Common  Schools  and  Internal  Improvements^  were 
confided  by  the  last  General  Assembly  almost  exclusively  to  the  Re- 
gister of  Public  Lands,  it  will  scarcely  be  expected  that  I  should  da 
more,  at  this  time,  than  merely  to  remind  you  of  the  inestimable 
value  of  these  donations,  and  of  the  heavy  responsibility  resting  upon 
those  to  whom  they  have  been  entrusted.  In  my  annual  communi- 
cations, heretofore  mad<),  I  have  considered  it  a  paramount  duty  ta 
invite  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  to  this  subject,  so  as  to 
secure  for  those  who  succeed  us,  the  full  benefit  of  the  grants.  I 
have  on  all  such  occasions  expressed  fully  and  without  reserve  my 
views  in  relation  to  this  subject,  and  feel  gratified  that  I  am  now 
enabled  to  assure  you  that  the  last  General  Assembly,  with  a  zeal 
and  industry  worthy  the  objecyt  to  be  attained,  adopted  such  prelim- 
inary measures  as  will,  it  is  believed,  if  sustained  by  subsequent  le-. 
gislation,  attain  the  object  desired. 

With  regard  to  the  Sixteenth  Sections  of  each  Township,  it  is 
recommended  that  Congress  be  memorialized  for  permission  to  sell 
them  on  such  terms  as  may  be  deemed  advisable,  on  condition  that 
the  proceeds  of  such  sale  be  secured  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the 
Townships  in  which  they  are  located,  and  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  were  originally  intended,  and  no  other.  I  have 
deemed  it  proper  to  refer  particularly  to  these  lands  fi-om  the  consid- 
eration that  experience  has  fully  established  the  truth  that  unless 
some  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  change  the  property,  this  fund 
(which  of  all  others  might  be  rendesed  most  vtduablo  for  the  support 
of  Common  Schools,  the  great  nurseries  of  virtue  and  intelligence 
among  the  people)  must,  at  no  distant  day,  be  forever  lost  It  it 
furthermore  reconmiended,  that  similar  application  be  made  to  ex- 
change Sixteenth  Sections  that  are  utterly  worthless  for  others  more 
valuable,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  Townships  covered  by  large 
grants,  have  the  like  privilege.  Such  privileges  have  been  granted 
\o  the  States  of  Indiana,  Arkansas,  Illinois,  and  probably  to  others. 

@ince  the  establishment  of  the  office  of  Register  of  PubUc  Land^ 
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within  the  State,  locations  in  contbrmity  to  the  s(*veral  grants  of 
Congress  have  been  made  to  a  considerable  extent.  In  the  discharge 
of  their  duty,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  Agents  of  the  State  have 
made  such  selections  as  they  deemed  most  valuable,  without  regard 
to  any  claims  existing,  the  validity  of  which  was  based  exclusively 
upon  pre-occupation,  without  a  color  of  legal  title  or  of  the  right  of 
possession,  as  opposed  to  the  Federal  or  State  Governments.  It  is 
believed  that  many  such  cases  must  have  heretofore  occurred.  With 
the  view,  therefore,  of  obviating  any  difficulties  that  may  have  arisen, 
in  all  cases  similarly  circumstanced,  it  is  recommended  that  provision 
be  made  for  all  such  occupants,  where  the  possession  existed  previ- 
ously to  the  year  — ■ ,  so  as  to  secure  to  them  privileges  similar 

to  the  provisions  of  the  pre-emption  law  now  in  force,  and  extending 
it  to  such  time  as  shall  be  deemed  ad\isable,  when  the  privilege  shall 
cease.  The  provisions  of  such  a  law  would,  to  some  extent,  lessen 
the  fund,  (especially  in  cases  where  lands  of  the  first  quality  had 
been  selected,)  yet  a  consideration  of  this  character  will,  it  is  to  be 
presumed,  have  but  little  weight  with  you,  when  it  is  recollected  that 
the  alternative  may  be  the  ruin  of  many  worthy  pioneers  with  helpless 
fiunilies. 

There  are  other  subjects  to  which  the  attention  of  the  General  As- 
sembly has  heretofore  been  invited  ;  and  which  without  entering  into 
an  extended  consideration  of  them,  are  again  submitted  for  such  ac- 
tion as  in  your  judgment  they  may  respectively  demand.  Among 
these,  the  most  prominent  are,  the  Finances  of  the  State — the  sever- 
al Acts  in  relation  to  our  coast  Fisheries — and  the  fitness  of  the  exis- 
ting Militia  Laws  to  the  prompt  and  efficient  organization  of  that  arm 
of  die  Government. 

In  relation  to  the  Finances  of  the  State,  the  Reports  of  the  Comp. 
troller,  and  Treasurer,  herewith  transmitted,  flimish  a  clear,  and,  it 
is  believed,  a  very  accurate  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
for  the  last  fiscal  year,  with  such  remarks  and  explanations  upon  each 
item  in  the  expenditures  appended  as  a  sense  of  duty  may  have  de- 
manded. From  a  critical  examination  of  the  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
emment  since  its  organization,  it  will  be  found  that  no  material  dif- 
ference exists  in  any  of  the  items  of  expenditure  for  the  years  '45, 
'46,  '47  with  the  single  exception  of  the  items  of  expenditure  for  Crim- 
inal Prosecutions  and  Contingent  expenses  of  Courts.  These,  in  my 
judgment,  demand  of  the  General  Assembly  a  thorough  investigation. 
They  are  large.  The  increase  in  one  year  has  been  without  a  par- 
allel. Independently  of  the  salaties  of  the  Judges,  (which,  it  will  be 
remembered,  are  placed  at  the  minimum  sum  authorized  by  the 
Constitution)  the  amounts  alone  of  the  Contingent  and  'Criminal  ex- 
penses of  the  Courts  exceed  the  entire  expenses  of  the  General  As- 
sembly for  the  year  1846.  The  aggregate  simi  of  these  expenditures 
throughout  the  State,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  31st  October,  1846, 
is  $8,362,31,  and  for  the  year  ending  31st  October,  1847,  •18,061  48, 
making  an  excess  of  expenditures  foj^the  last,  beyond  those  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  of  $9,699  17,  md  exceeding  the  expenses  of  the  Gene* 
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ral  Assembly  for  the  same  jear,  in  the  sum  of  $4,508  20.  In  con- 
clusion, I  may  remark  that,  although  the  expenditures  have  thus  been 
increased  in  the  last  year  nearly  ten  thousand  dollars,  it  is  not  doubt- 
ed, if  there  should  be  prompt  collection  of  the  entire  assessment  of  the 
taxes  for  the  same  time,  the  balance,  after  deducting  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses for  collection^  will  be  found  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  Gror- 
emment  But  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  (and  my  diity  to  th<$ 
public  would  seem  to  demand  of  me,)  that  if  any  additional  burtheii 
shall  be  imposed  upon  the  Treasury,  increasing  thereby  the  annual 
expenditures  of  the  Government  to  any  considerable  ^xlent^  there  must 
be  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  receipts,  or  the  credit  of  tke  State 
must  of  necessity  be  depreciated.  The  &cts  are  before  you,  with  yoii 
is  the  remedy. 

The  cost  of  the  Reports  of  the  Supreme  Ooiht  of  thi»  State,  anf 
suggested  from  various  sources,  as  a  At  subject  jR)f  the  consideration 
of  the  General  Assembly,  The  decisions  therein  are  the  law  of  thcf 
land,  a  knowledge  of  which  cannot  be  less  im[^chrtant  to  the  people 
than  the  Statute  Laws. 

Having  thus  recommenaed  such  measures  of  domestic  policy  as 
Were  deemed  entitled  to  a  claim  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  People,  they  are  submitted  imderthe  convicticm  that 
not  only  these,  but  such  additional  subjects  as  you  may  think  advisa- 
ble, will  receive  proper  coilsideration. 

Within  the  present  year,  three  requisitions  for  Volunteers  for  the" 
service  of  the 'United  States,  have  been  forwarded  to  this  Department 
of  the  Government.  It  is  really  and  truly  gratifying  to  be  enabkkl  to' 
inform  you  that  they  were  met  with  a  promptness  worthy  of  all  com- 
mendation. When  it  is  remenibered  that  our  State  had  so  recently 
been  the  theatre  of  a  war  almost  without  a  parallel  for  its  savage  bar- 
barities, and  for  its  withering  and  deadly  influences  upon  all  t^  ele- 
ments of  its  prosperity,  it  is  deemed  complimentary  to  our  foUow-ctt- 
izens  that,  under  such  adverse  circumstances,  these  calls  upon  their 
patriotism  and  gallantry,  have  been  made.  In  remarking  upon  this 
subject,  I  will  not  forego  the  present  opportune  occasion  to  bear  tes- 
timony to  the  gallant  spirit  which,  from  every  division  of  our  Southern 
Peninsula  State,  has  manifested  itself  for  the  energetic  prosecution  of 
the  war  with  the  Mexican  Republic — a  manifestation  not  in  words, 
but  in  €Lction,  Notwithstanding  a  combination  of  influences,  all  hav- 
ing a  dbrect  tendency  to  dampen  the  ardour,  dinunish  the  resources 
aiMl  paralize  the  energies  of  Our  fellow-citizens  for  many  consecutive' 
years,  they  have  gallantly  rallied  at  their  Country's  call,  in  numbers 
proportioned  to  our  military  strength,  that  will  bear  an  enviable  com- 
parison withuny  of  the  Sovereignties  of  our  great  Republic  With-' 
out  stopping'^either  to  count  the  cost  of  the  war,  or  to  investigato  tke 
truth  of  Senatorial  denunciations,  that  it  is  ^hmjust,"  ^hmholy"  and 
^^anti-christian,"  they  have  volunteered  in  the  common  cause  of  our 
Oommon  country,  with  a  determined  zeal  and  a  patriotiam  beconinf 
American  citizens,  and  hate  thus  added  new  lustn  to  (be  honor  of 
their  States 
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Congress  having  made  no  provision  to  meet  the  expenses  of  XoU 
unteer  Companies  contracted  previously  to  their  assembling  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  except  on  conditions  hereinader  referred  to.  and 
no  provision  having  been  made  by  the  State  for  Companies  hereto- 
fore received,  it  is  most  earnestly  recommended  that  a  Resolution  may 
be  adopted  by  you,  authorizing  the  payment  of  these  claims.  Their 
recognition  on  the  part  of  the  State,  it  would  seem,  would  be  but  an 
act  of  justice  to  our  gallant  Volunteers,  under  any  circumstances ; 
but  when  it  is  known  that  many  of  them  were  without  the  pecuniary 
means  to  meet  their  unavoidable  expenses,  it  becomes  a  matter  which 
not  only  addresses  itself  to  your  sympathies,  but  places  it  upon  the  high- 
er claim  of  undoubted  right.  It  will  be  seen,  by  referring  to  a  Reso* 
lution  of  Congress,  approved  on  the  Sd  March  last,  that  the  Secreta- 
ry of  War  is  required  to  refund  to  the  States,  expenses  incurred  un- 
der similar  circumstances, — ^which  would  seem  to  imply  a  payment 
previously  made  by  the  State.  Whatever  construction  may  be  put 
upon  the  Resolution  referred  to,  may  be  a  matter  of  adjustment  here- 
after between  the  Federal  and  State  Governments.  The  expenses  of 
the  Volunteer  Companies  from  Florida,  were  incurred  on  the  call  of 
the  authorities  of  the  State,  and  their  services  have  been  rendered  in 
obedience  to  that  call.  From  such  premises,  the  responsibility  of  the 
State  to  recognize  these  claims,  in  the  first  instance,  would  seem  to 
be  the  only  legitimate  conclusion. 

Although  our  more  immediate  concern  is  in  legislation  upon  such 
matters  as  the  State,  in  its  independent  capacity,  is  directly  and  ex- 
clusively interested  ;  yet,  as  one  of  the  sovereignties  of  the  Federal 
Government,  we  cannot  be  indifierent  either  to  the  principles  upon 
which  its  legislation  is  based,  or  to  the  influence  and  eflect  of  such 
legblation  when  put  into  practical  operation.  Without  again  recur- 
ing  to  the  leading  measures  of  the  National  Administration,  I  take 
this  occasion  to  remark  that  the  views  which  I  have  heretofore  ex- 
pressed in  relation  to  them,  have  in  no  instance  been  changed  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  their  soundness  has  been  attested  by  experience  and 
observation.  In  regard,  however,  to  the  war  with  Mexico,  it  is  to 
me,  I  assure  you,  a  source  of  deep  and  unfeigned  regret  that  each 
and  every  eflbrt  on  the  part  of  the  National  Government  heretofore 
made,  to  bring  it  to  a  happy  and  honorable  termination,  have  been 
wholly  unsuccessfiil.  A  succession  of  victories,  unsurpassed  for  their 
brilliancy  either  in  ancient  or  modem  times,  leaves  but  little  room  to 
doubt  as  to  the  ultimate  result  of  this  unequal  contest. 

The  solemn  declaration  of  Congress,  apart  from  other  considera- 
tions, made  with  an  unanimity  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  its  leg- 
islatiiMi,  that  **  the  war  exists  bt  the  act  of  Mexico,"  affords 
ample  and  gratifying  assurance  that  the  National  Legislature  will  ne- 
ver  direct  its  victorious  troops  to  be  ingloriously  withdrawn  from  the 
fields  of  their  fitme  and  their  glory,  and  from  a  contest  thus  solemnly 
declared  to  be  brought  about  by  the  act  of  its  adversary,  without 

INDBXlf ITT  FOR  THE  FAST,  AND  SECURTTT  FOR  THE  FUTURE.      If  SUch 

indemnity  shall  be  secured  by  the  accession  of  territory,  (of  which 
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there  can  be  but  little  doubt,)  it  is  believed  that  any  act  of  the  Na^^ 
tional  Legislature  which  shall  appropriate  such  territory  to  the  use  of 
one  portion  of  the  confederacy  to  the  exclusion  of  another — or  which 
in  its  provisiiHis  shall  annex  as  an  express  and  fimdamental  condition 
to  the  acquigition  of  suck  territory,  "  that  neither  slavery  nor  invol- 
untary servitude  shall  ever  exist  in  any  part,  except  for  crime  where- 
of the  party  shall  first  be  duly  convicted ' — diat  any  and  all  acts  with 
such  provisions,  would  be  usurpations  of  power  not  delegated  by  the 
Constitution-'Huiequal,  unjust  and  oppressive  in  their  effects ;  and  to 
which  that  portion  of  the  confederacy,  thus  insulted,  abused  and  in- 
jured, can  never  consent  without  an  inglorious  surrender  not  only  of 
their  reserved  rights,  but  of  those  guarantied  by  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  National  compact 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiilly,  your  ob't  serv't, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY, 

Executive  Office,  November  23d,  1847. 

Which  was  read;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Allison,  500  copies 
thereol^  together  with  the  reports  of  the  Comptroller  and  Treasurer, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  and  fiunished  for  die  use  of  the  members 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Hagner  moved  that  the  Chief  Clerk  procure  from  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  an  act  entitled  ^^  an  act  so  to  amend  the  C<»i- 
stitution  of  tlus  State  as  to  extend  to  all  free  white  male  inhabitants, 
being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have  resided  within 
this  State  one  year,  the  elective  fiWshise ;"  and  also  an  act  entitled 
**an  act  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  so  as  to  make  the 
sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  biennial  instead  of  annual,"  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  that  the  same  be 
placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day  for  to-nunrrow ;  which  motion 
prevailed. 

Mr.  Allison  moved  that  the  House  take  up  for  c<Hisideration  the 
resolution  authorizing  the  Clerk  to  let  out  to  the  lowest  bidder  the 
enrolling  and  engrossing  during  the  present  session ;  which  motiim 
was  carried. 

The  question  then  being  upon  the  adc^on  of  said  resohitioii,  it 
was  lost 

Mr.  Waterson  moved  that  the  House  now  proceed  to  the  etection 
of  an  assistant  clerk. 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  AUiaon 
and  Shields,  and  were  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  ^annerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain, 
Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Johnson,  W.  M.  Max- 
well, Morrison,  Quiggles,  ^tt.  Smith,  Waterson  and  Mr.  Spea- 
keru-18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allison,  Blackburn,  Coc4c,  Forward,  Grarrason, 
Hancock,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell,  oi 
Jackson,  Mitchell,  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Shields,  and  Tayk^r — 15. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  die  election  of  assistant  cleriu 
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Mr.  Blackburn  nominated  William  Choice,  and  Mr.  Smith  nom* 
inated  Robert  H.  Hardie  ;  those  voting  for  Mr.  Hardie,  were : 

Messss.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Biyant,  Chain,  Collins, 
Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  John- 
ston, King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell,  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Quig- 
gles,  Scott,  Smith,  Waterson,  and  Mr.  Speaker — 22. 

TTiose  voting  for  Mr.  Choice  were : 

Messrs.  Allison,  Blackbmn,  Cook,  Garrason,  Hobart,  Mitchell  of 
Jackson,  Ross,  SUelds,  and  Taylor — 9. 

Messrs.  Forward  and  A.  E.  Marwell  voted  for  E.  M.  West — 2. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Haidie  was  declared  duly  elected  Assistant 
Clerk  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  the  House  now  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  an  Enrolling  and  Engrossing  Clerk. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell  nominated  Wilkinson  Call,  and  Mr.  Taylor 
nominated  Wm.  Choice,  for  said  office. 

Those  voting  for  Mr.  Call,  were  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman, 
Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hender- 
43on,  Higginbotham,  Jc^ston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quigles, 
Scott,  Smith,  Waterson,  and  Mr.  Speaker — 19. 

Those  voting  for  Mr.  Choice,  were  Messrs.  Allison,  Blackburn, 
Cockj  Forward  Garrason,  Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell, 
Mitchell,  of  Jackson,  Mitchell,  of  Monroe,  Ross,Sluelds  Tajdor — 14. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Call  was  declared  duly  elected  engrossing  and 
enrolling  Cleric  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allison,  Messrs.  Hanfie  and  Call,  elected  Clerks 
of  this  House,  were  duly  sworn  according  to  law. 

Mr.  Forward  ofiered  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Resolved^  That  a  conmiittee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker, 
to  receive  proposals  for  the  Printing  of  the  House  dunng  its  present 
session,  and  report  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible.  ^ 

Mr.  Haener  ofifered  the  following  substitute : 

ResoheS^  That  the  House  will  now  proceed  to  Ae  election  of  a 
Printer,  upon  terms  of  compensation  which  shall  hereafter  be  fixed 
by  the  House. 

Which  substitute  was  rejected,  and  the  original  resolution  adopted. 
Messrs.  Forward,  Hagner,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  and  Black- 
bum,  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  it  was  ordered  that  the  Chief  Cleric 
apply  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  such  documentair  ev- 
idence  touching  the  election  to  this  body  of  a  Member  from  Calhoun 
County,  as  may  be  there  filed ;  and  that  he  have  the  same  ready  to 
|)roduce  at  the  sitting  of  the  House  to-morrow. 
*  The  foDowing  resolution  oflfered  by  Mr.  Chain,  was  adopted,  viz : 

Resolved^  Tmtt  the  Cleric  of  this  House  be  authorized  to  purchase 
thirty  doUars's  worth  of  stationary  for  the  use  of  the  Members  of  the 
House,  and  that  he  distribute  the  same  as  necessity  requires,  keeping 
nn  exact  account  of  the  amount  received  by  said  Members. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Wednesday,  November  24,  184^. 

iThe  House  being  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock,  pursuant  to  adjourn* 
talent,  and  the  roll  caUed,  there  Xvas  a  quorum  present 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  and  approved  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Waterson  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  resolution  of  yester* 
day,  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  receive  proposals  for  thd 
Printing  of  the  House,  during  this  session. 

On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Blacks 
bum  and  Forward,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,Chain,  Collins,  Craw- 
ford, Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Max- 
well, Morrison,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Smith,  Waterson  ^  Mr.  Speaker,  18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Blackburn,  Cook,  Forward,  Gar- 
rason,  Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson, 
Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Shields  and  Taylor — 15. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  the  committee  which  had  been  appoint* 
ed  in  pursuance  of  said  resolution,  were  discharged. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  ordered  that  Mr.  Forward's  resolution 
of  yesterday,  relative  to  the  Printing  of  the  House  during  this  session, 
be  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Hagner  gave  notice  that  he  would,  "on  to-morrow,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  Bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  of  last  session,  enti- 
tled 'An  Act  concerning  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors,'  as  provides  that  fif^ 
teen  men  shall  compose  the  Grand  Jury — and  to  restore  the  original 
panel  of  twenty-three  men  to  that  body." 

Mr.  Forwanl  gave  'Notice  that  he  will  on  Friday  next,  introduce  a 
Bill,  to  be  entitled  ''An  Act  to  &cilitate  the  draining  of  the  Twelve- 
mile  Swamp,"  in  the  county  of  St  Johns." 

Mr.  Blackburn  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  fiiture  day,  adc 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill,  to  be  entitled  "An  Act  to  secure  the  right  of 
preemption  to  settlers  on  public  lands  located  by  the  State."  MsOf  a 
Bill  to  be  entitled  "An  Act  to  require  the  County  Commissioners  in 
the  several  counties  in  the  State,  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing the  jurors  in  their  respective  counties.  Also,  a  Bill  to  be  enti« 
4led  "An  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  election  for  county  of- 
ficers throughout  the  State." 

Mr.  Allison  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  fiiture  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  Bill,  to  be  entitled  "An  Act  making  provision  for  the 
payment  of  Jurors." 

Mr.  Allison  then  o^red  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  with  a  view  of  developing  the  resources  of  the  countiy^ 
and  enhancing  the  value  of  the  public  domain  generally,  it  has  been 
the  wise  policy  of  the  General  Government,  to  invite  emigration  to 
newly  acquired  territories,  by  ofTering  preemption  rights  to  actual  set* 
lers  on  public  lands :  And,  whereas  also,  many  of  the  good  citizens 
of  the  State  have  not  been  enabled  to  comply  with  the  many  techni- 
calities of  the  existing  preemption  laws,  whereby  their  homes  are  now 
«ul^ect  to  be  entered  from  under  them  by  the  speculator; 
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therefore  he  it  Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  in» 
structed,  and  our  Representative  requested  to  exert  themselves,  to 
procure  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  passage  of  a  law  making 
It  the  duty  of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  before  entering  any 
tract  or  parcel  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  General  Government,  ly. 
ing  within  the  State  of  Florida,  on  which  there  may  be  residing  at  the 
time  an  actual  settler  or  settlers,  to  give  said  occupant  or  occupants, 
at  least  six  months  notice  in  writing,  of  the  intention  to  make  such 
entry,  to  the  end  that  they  have  an  opportunity  of  securing  their 
homes. 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Allison  ordered  for  a  sec« 
ond  reading  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Chain  offered  the  following  resolutions,  viz : 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  the  certificates  of  election  made  out  and  de* 
livered  to  Stephen  Richards,  Esq.,  and  Francis  Amou,  Esq.,  respec- 
tively, by  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  Calhoun  County,  together  with  thd 
certificates  of  the  poll  book,  and  the  election  returns  and  other  papers 
relative  thereto,  transmittexl  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  all  other 
evidences  in  possession  of  either  of  said  parties,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Elections,  with  instructions  to  report :  Jirst,  Whether 
either  of  said  parties  has  a  legal  certificate  of  election  to  this  House  ; 
Second,  Whether  from  the  certificates,  returns,  and  other  evidences, 
so  refelrred,  it  is  made  to  appear,  which  of  said  parties  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  Assemblyman  by  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  said 
County  of  Calhoun. 

^  2d.  Resolved,  That  said  Committee  recommend  to  this  House 
such  action  as  they  shall  deem  just  to  the  rights  of  both  of  said 
parties,  and  the  voters  of  said  County  of  Calhoun ;  and  that  said 
Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers ;"  which  were 
adopted. 

The  Speaker  th^n  announced  Messrs.  Bradwell,  Blackburn,  Hall, 
Hobart,  and  Smith,  Conmiittee  on  Elections. 

Mi.  Hagner  ofifered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Conunittee  of  three  be  appointed  to  secure  the 
services  of  a  Chaplain  for  this  House  during  the  present  session,  at 
a  compensation  not  more  than  that  appropriated  at  the  last  session. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  on  this  resolution  by  Messrs.  Black- 
bum  and  Hagner  were  : 

YsAfl — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Chain,  Collins, 
Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  A. 
E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Shields,  Smith,  Tay. 
lor,  and  Waterson — 21. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Bryant,  Cook,  Henderson, 
Higginbotham,  Johnston,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe, 
Morrison,  Ross,  and  Mr.  Speaker^l2. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Hagner,  Forward  and 
Allison  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

The  alteration  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  proposed  by  the 
Creneral  Assembly  at  its  last  session^  ttnd  published  as*  required  hf 
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the  Constitution,  entitled  ^*  An  Act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
this  State  as  to  extend  to  all  free  white  male  inhabitants,  being  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have  resided  within  the  State 
one  year,  the  elective  franchise,"  was  taken  from  the  orders  of  the 
day,  and  read  three  several  times,  pursuant  to  the  Constitution,  and 
ordered  for  a  similar  reading  to-morrow. 

The  alteration  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  proposed  by  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  last  session,  and  published  as  required  by 
the  Constitution,  entitled  *^  An  Act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
this  State,  as  to  make  the  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  biennial 
instead  of  annual,"  was  taken  from  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  read 
three  several  times,  pursuant  to  the  Constitution,  and  ordered  for  a 
similar  reading  to-morrow. 

The  fblloAying^resolution  was  taken  from  amongst  the  orders,  to  wit : 

Resdvedy  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker 
to  receive  proposals  for  the  printing  of  the  House  during  its  present 
session,  and  report  at  an  early  a  day  as  possible ;  which  was  read 
and  Mr.  Hagner  ofl^red  the  following  substitute,  viz :  That  the  House 
will  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  printer,  upon  terms  of  compen- 
sation which  shall  hereafler  be  fixed  by  the  House. 

Whereupon  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Allison 
and  Blackburn,  were  as  follows : 

Ysis — ^Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain,  Collins, 
Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W« 
M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Smith,  Waterson,  and  Mr. 
Speaker — 18. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Blackburn,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason, 
Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitch- 
ell of  Monroe,  Ross,  Shields,  and  Taylor — 14. 

So  the  said  substitute  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Forward  then  moved  to  strike  out  after  the  word  **  Resolved  ** 
and  substitute  '^  That  the  printing  of  this  House  during  the  present 
session  shall  be  executed  upon  the  following  terms,  to  wit : 

The  miscellaneotn  printing  for  }  of  a  cent  per  hundred  words,  in- 
cluding 75  copies  of  daily  shps  of  the  Journal  of  proceedings,  and 
75  cents  per  page  of  Pamphlet  Journal  of  a  corresponding  size  of  the 
Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  counting  one  copy— •500 
copies  of  the  same  to  be  neatly  printed  and  published — and  Uiat  bead 
and  securify  be  given  for  the  faithful  perfi)rmance  of  the  work. 

Upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Forwaid 
and  Blackburn,  were  as  fi>]lows : 

TsAS— Messrs.  Alliscm,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock,  Ho- 
bart, King,  A.  £•  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe, 
Roes,  Shields,  and  Taylor— 14. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain,  Collins, 
Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Hi^^botham,  Johnston,  W.  M. 
MuEwell,  Morrison,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Smith,  Waterson,  uid  Mr* 
Speaker— 18. 

00  the  substitute  was  rejected. 
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The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  on  the  original  substitute  by 
Messrs.  Forward  and  Hagner,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain,  Collins, 
Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M. 
Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Smith,  Waterson,  and  Mr* 
Speaker — 18. 

Nays— Messrs.  Allison,  Blackburn,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason, 
Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jacksdn,  Mitch- 
ell of  Monroe,  Ross,  Shields,  and  Taylor — 14. 

So  the  original  substitute  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Printer. 

Mr.  Scott  nominated  Mr.  Joseph  Clisby,  and  Mr.  Forward  nomi- 
nated Mr.  S.  S.  Sibley. 

The  voting  resulted  as  follows  : 

For  Mr.  Clishy — ^Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain, 
Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M* 
Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Smith,  Waterson,  and  Mr; 
Speaker — 18. 

For  Mr.  Sihley — Messrs.  Allison,  Blackburn,  Cook,  Forward, 
Garrason,  Hancock,  Hobart,  Kinff,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jack- 
son, Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Shields,  and  Taylor^— 14. 

So  Mr.  Joseph  Clisby  was  declared  duly  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradwell,  ordered  that  Mr.  Allison  have  leave  of 
absence  from  this  House  until  Monday  next. 

On  motion  ci£  Mr.  Waterson,  the  House  adjourned  until  Friday, 
10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Friday,  November  26th,  1847. 

The  House  being  caUed  to  order  at  10  o'clock,  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, and  the  roll  caUed,  there  was  a  quorum  present. 

The  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Forward  introduced  a  oiU,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  enti- 
fled  ^  An  Act  to  &cilitate  the  draining  of  the  Thcdve  Mile  Swampj 
in  the  County  of  St.  John's ;"  vtrhich  t^as  read,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Forward,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Scott  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  foture  day,  introduce  a 
bill,  to  be  entitled  ^  An  Act  for  die  protection  of  settlers  of  public 
lands  of  <iie  State,  at  the  time  of  its  location." 

Mr.  Blackburn,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill,  enti** 
tied  "  An  Act  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  jurors,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  which  was  read,  and  oidered  for  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Blackburn,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill,  enti-» 
tied  ^  An  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  el^odef  for  county 
officers ;"  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Elections. 

Mr.  Collins  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  a  future  day,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  biS,  for  the  appointment  of  lumber  inspectors  for  thct 
County  of  Duval. 
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Mr.  B.  J.  J.  Mitchell  gave  notice  that  he  will,  to-morrow,  intrcK 
duce  a  bill,  allowing  the  same  rights  of  appeal  in  criminal,  as  are  at 
present  allowed  in  civil  cases. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  Mr.  Hagner  introduced  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  *  An  Act  concerning 
Grand  and  Petit  Jurors,'  approved  6th  January,  1847,  as  provides  that 
15  men  shall  compose  a  Grand  Jury,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  which 
was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Smith  gave  notice  that  he  will,  at  some  future  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill,  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Judges  of  Probate» 
by  the  people. 

Mr.  John  R.  Mitchell  gave  notice  that  he  will,  to-morrow,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  to  amend  *  An  Act 
to  organize  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida,'  approved  22d 
July,  1845." 

Mr.  Chain  gave  notice  that  he  will,  at  some  future  day  of  the 
present  session  of  the  Legislature,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  Grand  afld  Petit  Jurors  of  the  respective 
counties  of  this  State,  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Mr.  Hagner  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled  "  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  to 
provide  for  the  election  of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  A.  E.  Maxwell  qioved  that  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  payment  of  Florida  volunteers,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee  of  five ;  which  motion  prevailed,  and  Messrs. 
A.  E.  Maxwell,  Johnston,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  and  Henderson,  were 
appointed  said  committee. 

Mr.  Scott  presented  the  memorial  of  E.  D.  Howse,  sherifiT  of 
Marion  County;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  announced  by  the 
Speaker,  viz : 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Committee  an  Judiciary, — ^Messrs.  Haoneb,  Forwabd,  TAifTrsR, 
A.  E  IVf  AXWELL,  and  Cuaix. 

Committee  on  Militia. — Messrs.  Allison,  Wm.  M.  Maxwbll, 
Johnston,  Scott,  and  Kino. 

Committee  on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts. — Messrs.  Chain, 
Aldrioh,  Bannebhan,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  and  Haones. 

Committee  on  Claims. — ^Messrs.  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Bryan,  CoixiNFf 
Taylor  and  Waterson. 

Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges. — Messrs.  Tanner,  Shields, 
Crawford,  Cook  and  Quiooles. 

Committee  on  Agriculture. Messrs.   Blackburn,   MoBRisoNt 

Hioginbotham,  Ross  and  Henderson. 
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C&mmittee  en  Inienial  Itmpraoements. — ^M^Ms.  Skith,  Hahcock, 
Jo&ivstoN,  Gabrabon  and  W atbsson. 

CommiUee  on  Enrolled  Bills. — ^Messrs.  Forwabd,  Aluson,  Wm. 
M.  Maxwsll,  Mitcheix  of  Monroe,  and  C0L1.IN8. 

Committee  on  Elections* — ^Messrs.  Bradwell,  BLACKspltN,  Hall, 
HoBARt  and  Smith. 

Committee  on  Propositions  €tnd  Chievances. — ^Messrs.  Aldr^ck, 
Crawforb,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Hall  and  Qttioglbs. 

Mr.  King  offered  the  Mowing : 
Preamble  lud  Resolutions  relating  to  a  Mail  Route  from  Jasper,  BfaAi* 

ihon  County,  ria  Blonnt's  Ferry,  Suwannee  River,  RoUison's  Per* 

ly,  St  Mary's  River  in  Columbia  County,  Floiida,  to  CenterviUe, 

Georgia. 

Whereas^  the  establishment  of  a  Mail  Route  from  the  town  of  Jas* 
Iter,  in  Hamilton  County,  Florida,  via.  Blount's  Ferry,  Suwannee  ftiv- 
er,  tmd  Rollison's  Ferry,  St.  Marjr's  River,  in  Cdumbia  County, 
Florida,  to  Centerville,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  a  (fistance  of  abocft 
afitoety  milesv  would  remove  the  inconvenience  that  is  now  experienced 
by  the  Government  and  citizens  of  Florida,  in  consequence  of  the 
tardiness  in  communicating  with  the  Counties  of  Hamilton,  Columbia, 
ud  Nassau,  and  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  cidzens  of 
those  Coundes ;  And,  whereas^  it  is  believed  that  the  income  of  post 
offi^e^at  said  places  would  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  of  said 
proposed  route :  Therefinre — 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  SeruAe  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Florida,  in  Generdi  Assembly  convened.  That  oui'  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress  be,  and  are  hereby,  requested  to 
place  this  subject  before  Congress  and  the  Post  Office  Department, 
uid  to  urge  by  all  proper  means  the  establishment  of  said  mail  route. 

Be  it  fiirther  resolved.  That  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, duly  certified,  be  transmitted  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
to  our  Senators  and  Representative  in  Congress,  and  to  the  Postmaster 
General. 

Which  were  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Forward  dfiered-  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Florida,  in  General  Assembly  convened.  That  the  Treasurer 
of  this  State  be  required  to  pay  to  Joseph  S.  Sanchez,  late  Sheritf 
tHid  Tax  Collector  of  St.  John's  County,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  TrMusniry  certificate  No.  868, 
dS»A  14th  June,  A.  D.,  1847 ;  which  said  certificate  was  issued  t» 
PeKx  Livingston,  Esq.,  and  paid  by  the  said  Sanchez  to  said  Livings- 
ton, and  which  has  smce  been  lost  or  mislaid  by  said  Sanchez :  Pro- 
mded.  That  said  Joseph  S.  Sanchez  shall  first  execute  a  receipt  in 
M  of  said  certificate,  and  in  said  recei^promise^to  return  the  same 
t6  the  Treasury,  if  ever  found,  and  mid^e  and  file  an  affidavit  witli 
die  Treasurer  of  its  loss. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  td  mononr. 

Mr*  Hagner  ofilered  the  following  resohHions^ 

4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


26 

Retdhed^  That  80  much  of  the  Gorenior's  Message  as  reeamr 
aoends  the  establishment  of  a  separate  Chancery  Court ;  and  also  so^ 
aouch  as  recommends  the  election  of  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court 
by  the  people,  be  referred  to  the  c<mimittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

And  that  so  much  <^  the  Governor's  Message  as  refers  to  the  oon- 
dition  of  th^Treasury  dt  this  State,  be  referr^  to  the  committee  ou 
Finance  and  Public  Accounts ;  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Maxwell  ofifered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as  relates  to 
the  boundary  between  Greorgia  and  Florida,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  five  ;  which  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  A.  E.  Maxwell, 
Hagner,  Mitchell  of  Jackson^  Chain,  and  Blackburn,  appointed  said 
committee. 

Mr.  Hagner  ofiered  the  feUowing  resolutions : 

JReiofoeS,  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as  refers  to 
Schools  and  School  Lands,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Schools 
and  Colleges ;  and  that  so  much  as  refers  to  Internal  Improvements 
and  Intenud  Improvement  Lands,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  that 
subject;  which  was  adopted. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Elections  made  the  feUowing  report,  viz : 

Tlie  committee  cm  Elections  to  whom  was  referred  the  disputed 
election  between  Francis  Amou  and  Stephen  Richards,  of  Calhoun 
County,  and  to  ascertain  which  one  of  them  is  the  best  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  take  leave  to  report : 

1st  Your  committee  with  some  care  and  diligence,  examined  the 
certiorates  of  said  Amou  and  Richards,  given  mem  by  the  Judffe  of 
Probates  fer  said  county,  and  unanimously  agree  they  are  both  ilfegal^ 
on  account  of  their  date,  the  said  certificates  bearing  date  on  the  Idth 
when  they  should  have  been  dated  on  the  14th  of  October,  in  oider 
to  be  in  compliance  with  the  law. 

2d.  The  next  document  which  your  committee  examined,  was  the 
poll  book  of  one  of  the  precincts  in  that  county  called  Saxton's  Mill 
precinct,  and  we  find  that  said  poll  book  was  sent  to  the  office  of 
Judge  of  Probates,  neither  signed  nor  sealed  by  the  inspectors  nor 
clerik ;  all  of  which  should  have  been  done  in  order  to  be  in  tenns  of 
the  law  on  elections. 

Your  committee,  in  coming  to  a  conclusion  <mi  this  subject,  do  nol 
believe  that  any  person  or  county  shouU  be  disfranchised^— that  fix>m 
ike  mass  of  incongruous  evidence  befere  us,  it  is  impossible  for  us  ta 
determine  to  our  satis&cti<m,  that  either  Amou  or  Richards  is  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House.  • 

Moreover,  your  committee  would  further  State,  that  we  believe 
unanimously,  firom  all  the  proceedings,  such  as  1st,  the  certificates  of 
the  Jydge  oi  Probates  to  both  of  the  gentlemen,  Amou  and  Richards, 
2d,  the  condition  iit  which  we  find  the  poll  book  befere  mentionedt 
and  the  character  of  affidavits,  d^c,  in  evidence,  that  the  whde  elec* 
tion  in  Calhoun  County,  is  vitiated.  Therefore  entertaining  this  view 
•f  the  sul^ect,  your  committee  woukl  most  respectfiilly  beg  leave  to 
ofier  the  following  resdutioBs,  vis; 
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Ist  That  the  two  gendemen,  Messrs.  Arnou  and  Richards,  retam 
back  to  their  constituents,  the  people  of  the  county,  and  a  new  elec* 
tion  be  ordered  forthwith  to  fill  the  yacancy. 

2d.  Be  U  further  resolved^  That  in  consequence  of  the  iUegalitj 
of  all  the  proceedings  appertaining  to  that  election,  that  the  same  is 
thereby  rendered  nml  and  void,  a^  that  an  election  be  drdered  to  fill 
the  vacancies  also  forthwith  which  have  been  created  in  die  county 
oflices. 

All  of  which  is  respectfiilly  submitted,  and  your  committee  ask 
leave  to  be  discharged  from  any  finrther  duty  on  the  subject 

DANIEL  BRADWELL,  Chm'n. 
E.  E.  BLACKBURN, 
P.  HOBART, 
WILLIAM  HALL, 
GEO.  H.  SMITH. 

Which  was  read,  and  received  by  the  House ;  and  mxm  a  division 
of  the  question  upon  die  adoption  of  the  resolutions  bemg  called,  the 
first  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  second  rejected,  and  tl^  following, 
ofilered  by  Mr.  Bradwell,  adopted  as  an  addition : 

Resolved^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  required  to  certiQrthe 
foregoing  proceedings  to  the  Judge  of  Probates  for  Calhoun  County. 

A  Message  firom  the  Governor  was  received,  and  placed  <m  the 
table  to  be  read. 

The  special  Committee  on  Rules  reported  the  rules  in  die  following 
form,  viz: 

STANDING  RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

RtjUB  1.  The  Speaker  shall  take  the  Chair  eveiy  day,  precisely 
at  the  hour  to  which  the  House  shall  have  adjounied  on  the  prece* 
ding  day ;  shall  immediately  call  the  members  to  order,  and  on  the 
appearance  of  a  quorum,  shdl  cause  the  Journal  of  the  preceding 
day  to  be  read. 

2.  He  shall  preserve  order  and  decorum ;  may  speak  to  points  of 
order,  in  preference  to  other  members,  rising  from  his  seat  for  that 
purpoBe ;  and  shall  decide  questions  of  order,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  ^ 
the  House  by  any  two  members ;  on  which  appeal  no  member  shall  ^ 
speak  more  than  once,  unless  by  leave  of  the  House. 

3.  He  shall  rise  to  put  the  question,  but  may  stote  it  sitting. 

4.  No  member  shall  speak  to  any  other,  or  otherwise  interrupt 
the  business  of  the  House,  or  read  any  newspa|)er  or  other  paper, 
while  the  journals  or  other  public  papers  are  being  read,  nor  pass 
between  the  Speaker  and  any  other  member  who  may  be  addressing 
the  House. 

5.  Every  member,  when  he  speaks,  shall  address  the  Chair,_ 
standing  in  his  place,  and  when  he  has  finished  shall  sit  down ;  nor 
shall  any  member  speak  more  than  twice  on  any  one  subject,  with- 
out leave  of  the  House. 

.  6.  When  two  or  more  members  shall  rise  at  the  same  time,  the 
Speaker  shall  name  the  person  entitled  to  proceed 
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7.  When  a  member  shall  be  called  to  order,  he  idiall  ah  down 
QDt^l  the  Speaker  ehall  have  determioed  whether  he  is  ia  order  or 
DOt ;  and  every  question  of  order  shall  be  decided  by  the  Speaker 
without  debate,  subject  to  an  appeal,  to  the  House. 

8.  If  a  member  shall  be  called  to  order  for  words  spoken,  the 
exceptionable  words  shall  be  immediately  taken  down  in  writing, 
by  the  person  objectiog,  that  the  Speaker  may  be  )ietter  enabled. to 
judge  of  the  matter. 

9.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service  of  the  House, 
without  leave  of  the  House ;  and  in  case  a  less  number  than  a 
quorum  shall  convene,  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  seud  the  Ser- 
geant-atarms  for  (any  or)  all  absent  members,  as  the  majority  of 
such  members  present  shall  agree,  at  the  expense  of  such  absent 
members  respectively,  unless  such  excuse  for  non-attendance  shall 
be  made  as  the  House  (when  a  quorum  is  convened,)  shall  judge 
efficient. 

10.  No  motion  shall  be  debated  until  the  same  shall  be  reduced 
to  writing,  delivered  in  at  the  table,  read  and  seconded. 

11.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  receiv- 
ed, but  to  adjourn,  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  to  postpone  indefinitely,  to 
postpone  to  a  certain  day,  to  commit  or  to  amend ;  which  several 
motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand 
arranged ;  and  the  motion  for  adjournment  shall  always  be  in  or- 
der, and  the  motions  to  adjourn  or  to  lay  on  the  table,  shall  be  deci- 
ded without  debate. 

12.  If  the  quf^stion  in  debate  contains  several  points,  any  mem* 
her  may  have  the  same  divided. 

13.  In  filling  up  blanks,  the  largest  sum  and  longest  time  shall 
be  first  put. 

14.  When  the  reading  of  a  paper  is  called  for,  and  the  sam  e  is 
objected  to  by  any  member,  it  shall  be  determined  by  vote  of  the 
House  without  debate. 

15.  When  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called  for  by  two  of 
the  members  present,  every  member  within  the  bar  of  the  House 
at  the  time  the  question  was  put  by  the  Speaker,  shall  (unless  for 
special  reasons  he  be  excused  by  the  House)  declare  openly  and 
without  debate,  bis  assent  or  dissent  to  the  question.  In  taking 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  upqn  the  call  of  the  House,  the  nanoes  of  the 
members  shall  be  taken  alphabetically,  and  the  Speaker  shall  in 
all  cases  vote  first. 

16.  No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  on  any  question  who 
was  without  the  bar  of  the  Hou^e  at  the  tin>e  the  question  was  put, 
unless  by  the  consent  of  the  House ;  and  no  motion  to  permit  such 
member  to  vote,  shall  be  in  ordor,  unless  k  shall  be  made  before 
the  House  proceed  to  other  business. 

17.  On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  to  shut  the  door  of  th^ 
House,  in  the  discussion  of  any  business,  in  which  discussion  the 
public  safety  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  imperiously  require 
secrecy,  the  House  shall  direct  the  Speaker  to  cause  the  lobby  It 
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Ihi  cleared,  and  during  the  diacuaaioa  of  aujch  buainesa,  the  dooK 
fhail  remain  abut,  and  qo  person  ahal)  be  a^iniiied  e^ept  by  the 
apecial  prdier  of  the  House. 

}8.  The  following  order  fhall  be  observed  in  taking^  up  the 
b^ainear  of  the  House,  viz:  (st,  motions.  2d,  petitions,  memo- 
IP^la,  and  other  papers  addrea^ed  cither  to  the  House,  or«  to  the 
Speaker  thereof.  3d,  resolutions.  4th,  reports  of  standing  com- 
mi^tpea.  5th,vreports  of  select  committees.  6th.  messages  from  the 
9^Q4^e  lying  on  the  table ;  and,  lastly,  orders  of  the  day. 

)9.  Wh^n  a  qu cation  has  been  once  made  and  carried  in  the  af- 
fymei^ive  or  negative,  it  ahall  be  ip  order  for  any  member  of  the 
majority  to  move  for  the  reconsideration  thereof;  but  no  motion  for 
Ifte  reconsideration  of  any  vote  shall  be  in  order,  after  a  bill,  reso- 
Indoo,  message,  report,  amendment,  or  motion  upon  which  the  vote 
^8  taken,  shall  have  gone  out  of  the  possession  of  the  House  an- 
fiouncipg  their  decision.  Nor  shall  any  motion  for  reconsideration 
be  in  order,  unless  made  on  the  same  day  on  which  the  vote  was 
tak^n,  or  within  the  twp  next  daysiof  the  actual  session  of  the 
House  thereafter.  ' 

^0.  All  questions  shall  be  pat  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House, 
fiui  the  members  shall  signify  their  assent  or  dissent,  by  answer- 
ing viva  voce  yea  or  nay,  and  in  the  event  of  a  tie,  the  question 
shall  be  decided  in  the  negative. 

21.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  or  the  Speaker  pro  tern,  shall 
haxe  the  right  to  name  a  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  tbe 
Chair,  but  such  substitution  shall  not  extend  beyond  an  adjournment. 

22.  Before  any  petition,  memorial,  or  other  paper,  addressed 
either  to  the  House  or  the  Speaker  thereof,  shall  be  received  and 
read  at  the  table,  whether  the  same  be  introduced  by  the  Speaker 
or  a  member,  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  petition,  me- 
morial, or  other  paper,  shall  be  made  by  the  introducer. 

23.  One  day's  notice  at  least  shall  be^iven  of  an  intended  mo- 
tion for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  no  bill  shall  be  written  or  prin- 
ted, except  by  express  order  of  the  House. 

24.  Every  bill  and  all  resolutions  of  a  public  nature,  or  for  the 
appropriation  of  the  public  money,  shall  receive  three  readings 
previously  to  the  final  passage  of  juch  bill  or  resolutions,  and  the 
Speaker  shall  give  notice  at  each,  whether  it  be  the  first,  second,  or 
third  reading,  which  readings  shall  be  on  three  difierent  days,  un- 
less four-fifths  of  the  members  shall  otherwise  direct. 

25.  At  the  second  reading  of  any  bill  or  resolution,  it  shall  be 
in  order  for  any  member  to  move  its  commitment  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  that  it  lay  on  the  table — for  its  indefinite  post^ 
ponement — for  its  postponement  to  a  day  certain  not  beyond  the 
session — for  its  commitment  to  a  standing  committee — to  a  select 
committee — or  to  amend ;  which  motions  shall  have  'precedence  in 
the  order  aboir«  stated. 

26.  It  shall  ni>t  be  in  order  to  amend  the  title  o(  any  bill  or  res- 
olution, until  it  shall  have  passed  its  third  reading. 
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27.  The  tKles  of  bills,  and  soch  parts  thereof  only,  as  shall  bt 
affected  by  proposed  ameudnaents  shall  be  inserted  on  the  journals. 

28.  The  following  Standing  Committees,  to  consist  of  not  less 
than  five  members  each,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  at  the 
commencement  of  each  session,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise,  viz :  a  committee  on  the  Judiciary ;  a  committee  on 
the  Militia ;  a  committee  on  Finance. and  Public  Accounts ;  a  com- 
mittee on  Claims ;  a  committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges ;  a  com* 
mittee  on  Agriculture  ;  a  committee  on  Internal  Improvements  ;  a 
committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  ;  a  cpmmittee  on  Enrolled  Bills  ;  a 
committee  on  Elections,  and  a  committee  on  Propositions  and 
Grievances. 

29.  All  confidential  communications  made  by  the  Governor  to 
the  House,  and  all  business  in  the  consideration  of  which  the  iib 
junction  of  secrecy  shall  have  been  imposed,  shall  be  by  the  mem- 
bers thereof  kept  secret,  until  the  House  by  its  resolution,  shall 
take  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy. 

30.  Each  member  of  select  committees  shall,  with  their  chair* 
man,  sign  every  report  inade  to  the  House,  if  they  concur  therein. 

31.  Messages  may  be  received  at  any  stage  of  the  business,  ex- 
cept while  a  question  is  being  put,  or  while  the  yeas  and  nays  are 
bemg  called. 

32.  The  Governor  and  Secretary  and  members  of  the  Senate, 
shall  be  admitted  to  a  seat  within  the  bar  of  the  House  ;  and  any 
other  person  shall  be  admitted,  in  like  manner,  upon  being  invited 
by  a  member. 

33.  The  Clerk,  Sergeant  at  Arms  and  Door  Keeper,  shall  be  sev- 
erally sworn  by  a  Judicial  officer  of  the  State,  well  ana  &ithfally  to 
discharge  their  respective  duties,  and  to  keep  secret  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  when  sitting  with  closed  doors. 

34.  All  acts,  addresses^  and  joint  resolutions,  shall  be  signed  by 
the  Speaker ;  and  all  wnts,  warrants  and  subpmnas  issn^  by  order 
of  the  House  shall  be  under  his  hand  and  seal,  and  attested  by  the 
Clerk. 

35.  In  case  of  any  disturbance  or  disorderly  conduct  in  thelobhy, 
the  Speaker,  or  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  house,  diall 
have  power  to  order  the  same  to  be  cleared. 

36.  Reporters  wishing  to  take  down  the  debates  and  proceedings, 
may  be  admitted  by  the  Speaker,  who  shall  assign  such  places  to 
them  on  the  floor  or  elsewhere,  as  shall  not  interfere  with  the  con- 
venience of  the  Mouse. 

37.  No  member  shall  vote  on  any  question  in  the  event  of  which 
he  may  have  a  private  or  personal  interest. 

38.  After  a  motion  is  stated  by  the  Speaker,  or  read  by^he  Clerk, 
it  shall  be  deemed  in  possession  of  the  House,  but  may  be  with- 
drawn at  any  time  before  a  decision  or  amendment 

39.  The  previous  qnestion'shall  be  in  this  form :  ^Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put  ?*'  It  shall  only  be  admitted  when  demanded 
by  a  majority  of  the  members  present,  and  until  it  is  decided,  Aall 
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prtclade  all  tmendmeDts  and  farther  debate  of  the  main  qtieetioB ; 
and  on  a  demand  for  the  previous  question,  there  shall  be  no  debate. 

40.  When  a  question  is  postponed  indefinitely,  the  same  shall 
not  be  acted  upon  again  during  the  session. 

41.  No  motion  or  proposition  on  a  subject  different  from  that  un- 
der consideration,  shall  be  admitted  under  color  of  amendment 

42.  The  unfinished  business  in  which  the  House  was  engaged  at 
the  adjournment,  shall  have  the  preference  in  the  orders  of  the  day ; 
and  no  motion  on  any  other  business  shall  be  received  without  spe- 
cial leave  of  the  House,  until  the  former  is  disposed  of. 

43.  Upon  the  call  of  the  House,  the  names  of  the  members  shall 
be  called  over  by  the  Clerk,  and  the  absentees  noted ;  after  which 
the  names  of  the  absentees  shall  again  bd  called  over,  the  doors  shall 
then  be  shut,  and  those  for  whom  no  excuse  or  insufilcient  excuses 
are  made,  may,  by  order  of  thoee  present,  be  taken  into  custody  as 
they  appear,  or  may  be  sent  for  and  taken  into  custody  wherever 
to  be  found  by  the  Sergeant  at  Arms. 

44.  When  a  member  shall  be  discharged  from  custody  and  ad* 
mitted  to  his  seat,  the  House  shall  determine  whether  tach  discharge 
shall  be  with  or  without  paying  fees. 

45.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  to  examine 
and  report  upon  the  certificates  of  election,  or  other  credentials,  of 
the  members  returned  to  serve  in  this  House,  and«to  take  into  their 
consideration  all  such  petitions  and  other  matters  teaching  eieciiona 
and  returns,  as  shall  or  may  be  presented  or  come  into  question,  and 
be  referred  to  them  by  the  Hoose. 

46.  No  committee  shall  sit  during  the  sitting  of  the  House,  with 
oat  special  leave. 

47.  All  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  shall  be  executed  in  a  £ur, 
round  hand,  and  withoit  erasures  or  interlineations. 

48.  No  amendment  by  way  of  rider  shall  be  received  to  any  bill 
on  its  third  reading. 

49.  When  a  bill  or  resolotion  shall  have  passed  its  third  reading 
it  shall  be  carefully  engrossed  under  the  direction  of  the  Clerk ;  be 
certified  by  him,  noting  the  day  of  its  passage  at  the  loot  thereof^  and 
shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  accompanied  with  a  message 
stating  the  title  of  the  bill  or  resolation,  and  asking  the  concurrence 
of  that  body ;  and  its  transmission  shall  be  entered  upon  the  joar« 
nals. 

50.  Bills  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  shall  be 
irst  read  throaghout  by  the  Clerk,  and  then  again  read  and  debat- 
ed by  clauses,  leaving  the  preamble  to  be  last  considered ;  4he  body 
of  the  bill  shall  not  he  defaced  or  interlined,  but  all  amendments, 
noting  the  page  and  line,  diall  be  duly  entered  by  the  Clerk  on  a 
separate  paper,  as  the  same  shall  be  agreed  to  by  the  committee,  and 
•0  reported  to  the  House.  After  report,  the  biU  shall  again  be  sub- 
ject to  be  debated  and  amended  1^  clauses. 

51.  It  diall  be  in  order  for  the  Committees  on  Enndled  and  En- 
grossed ^Is  to  report  at  any  time* 
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52.  Messages  strall  be  transmit^d  io  (tie  Gbvetnor  andl  9eitki6  Vf 
the  Doorkeeper,  unless  otfaerwbe  directed  by  (h^  Hcr^^e. 

53.  No  bill  shall  be  iotroduced  into  th^  IJouse  on  Ai'e  laii  week 
of  the  session,  nor  shall  the  above  i^ul^  or  any  of  them,  be  resciDif- 
ed  or  suspended,  unless  three-fourths  or  tlie  metnbei's  preseri(  9^'  di- 
rect. 

Which  were  read,  and  adopted. 

6n  motion  of  Mr.  Chains  .  ;       •  •     v 

Orderedy  That  seventy-five  copies  of  said  rutes  be  printed  tor  me 
use  of  this  House.  ,  ^  ...  i  . 

The  conimittee  which  had  been  appointed  to  ^ecuie  the  se^ices 
of  a  Chaplain,  reported  that  they  have  obtained  the  services  ot  ]^v. 
Francis  H.  Rutlbdob,  D.  D.,  in  that  capacity. 

The  foUowing  mesmge  was  received  fi*6m  his  ExceHency  the  Go* 
vemor : 

GertSemeti  of  the  Senate, 

and  of  the  House  of  RepreienUdives' : 
I  herewith  transmit  to  the  General  Assmbly,  the  Report  of  d^ 
Attorney  General  ot  the  State^;  made  to  the  Exe<^utivey  K^er  the 
provisions  of  the  5th  section  or  the  act  of  23d  Julyy  1845,  prescri- 
bing the  duties  oi  that  officer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forward, 

Otderedy  That  500  Copies  of  the  abovd  Message  with  thd.aciEMA* 
panjdng  documents,  this  day  transmitted  to  tiie^  Hbu8^,'be  prints  fiir 
the  use  of  the  same.  .  « 

The  alterations  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  propotod  by  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  last  session,  and  published  as  reijuitCKi:  by 
the  Constitution,  entitled  ^  An  Act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this^ 
State,  to  as  extend  to  all  free  white  male  inhabitants,  being  c^tizeils  of  the 
United  States,  who  shall  have  resided  withiii  the  State  one  year,'  tli6 
elective  franchise,"  was  taken  Grom  the  orders  of  the  dav,  aoid  riead 
three  several  times,  pursuant  to  the  Constitution,  ahd  the  rarther  dott- 
sideration  thereof  postponed  until  Monday  next 

The  alterations  of  the  Constitntioil  of  tMsStkte,  proposed  by  the  6e. 
neral  Asssembly  at  its  last  session,*  and  publiifhed  as  i^uired  by  Hb^ 
Constitution,  entitled  <«  An  act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  thisStatv 
us  to  make  die  sessions  of  tlie  General  Assembly  biennial  insteid^df 
ttnnual/'  was  taken  from  the  orders  6f  th^  d^,'aiid*fBad  thre^  several* 
times  pursuatit  to  t^eCondtittiltion,andth6fimhei'cbQMeiMion'tltef^ 
postponed  until  Monday  n^it 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  tto  Hoiil^  dMH  ald)fiurtt^  obtB^  W»' 
dfiy'liOo'itttK*. 
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Monday,  Not.  iOth,  1847. 


The  House  being  called  to  order  at  10  o^clock,  piirmiaiit  to  ad- 
joumment,  and  the  roU  ealled,  there  was  a  quotum  prosent 

After  prajer  bj  Rot.  FiucU  H.  Rulledge,  D.  D^  Cbapkun,  the 
journal  of  IVidaj  last  was  tead. 

Mr.  Garrason  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  adc 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  locate  pennanently 
the  couD^  site  of  Benton  Countj ;  also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act 
concerning  diToitset  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Blackburn  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  futiore  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled  An  Act  so  to  amend  the  Con* 
stitotion  of  this  State,  as  to  give  the  election  of  Circuit  Judges  to  the 
people. 

Mr.  Crawford  gave  notice  that,  <mi  some  fiiture  day,  he  will  inti^ 
duce  a  bill  to  clnnge  the  time  of  holding  elections  lor  Justices  of 
the  Peace  and  Baili&. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell  gave  notice  that,  on  some  firiure  day,  he  will 
introduce  a  bill  for  the  ^nefit  of  Francis  H.  Flagg. 

Mr.  B.  J.  J.  Mitchell  save  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  fiMm  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Dili,  having  for  its  object  the  repeal  of  An 
Act  to  de&e  the  boundaries  of  Washington  County,  passed  at  the 
Second  Session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  thb  Stato,  aad  i^pproved 
Januajry4th,  1647. 

Mr.  Waterson  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  (ataan  di»r,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  more  folly  define  the  rate  and  duty  of  pilots 
for  the  port  of  Cedar  Keys ;  also,  a  bill  to  exempt  the  citizens  of 
Levy  County  ^m  serving  as  jurors,  without  the  lim&s  of  said  counfy. 

Mr.  Hagner  gave  notice  that  he  wiU,  on  some  foture  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  establish  a  system 
of  Primary  Schools  in  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bannerman, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Crawford  have  leave  of  abseiioe  till  12  o'clock 
to*morrow. 

Mr.  Bradwell  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  to-moirow,  oAte  a  bill 
to  prevent  any  officer  from  making  a  levy  upon  properly  for  tates, 
unosr  certain  considerations.  flT^rMt,  there  being  much  proper^, 
both  real  and  pers(»al,  witMn  the  State,  held  in  dis^ile  between  two 
or  more  persons,  die  said  claims  being  of  a  frivolous  oharaet^,  it  is 
iSbtbn&ite  desirable  ihai  an  aot  be  passed  by  the  GoMial  Aseembly, 
to  prevent  sheriffi  or  any  other  office  from  lermg  on  the  propetty 
■0  in  dispute :  Provided,  the  person  or  persons  holdbig  and  possess 
ing  the  same,  shall  have  paid  the  taxes  on  the  said  propetlgr,  accor- 
ding to  law, 

Mr.  A.  E.  Maxwell  gave  notice  that  he  wiU,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  which  County  Com- 
missioners shall  hold  their  office. 

The  foUowing  message  from  the  Govemor  was  received  and  toad : 
5 
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El 

November  29,  1847. 


EuCUyffK  OJBPASTXBHT,  > 


GetUlemm  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  RepresenUUioes : 

I  herewith  transmit  the  Report  of  the  Register  of  Public  Lands  for 
the  State  of  Florida,  shewing  the  action  that  Officer  has  taken  respec* 
ting  the  sereral  interests  placed  by  the  General  Assembly  under  his 
especial  charge. 

I  cannot  permit  the  present  opportunity  to  pass  without  some  ccmi- 
mendation  (though  inadequate,  perhaps,)  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
Register  has  pe^rmed  the  highly  responsible  duties  assigned  him. 
Besides  being  responsible  in  respect  to  their  objects,  his  duties  have 
been  necessimly  arduousy  firom  the  &ct  that  he  has  occupied  a  newly 
created  office,  demanding  great  care  and  business  tact  in  its  proper 
disposition.  The  year  preceding  the  election  of  the  Register,  the 
General  Assembly  committed  the  business  of  that  Officer  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive ;  who,  of  course,  could  not  devote  that  amount  of  attention  to 
the  digestion  of  a  systematic  plan  of  conducting  it  so  necessary  to  the 
organization,  increase  and  preservation  of  the  several  funds  designa- 
naied  in  the  Acts  relating  to  the  Office.  Hence,  the  whole  buonden 
of  digesting  such  a  plan,  has  fiiUen  upon  the  present  Register.  How 
well  he  has  succeeded  in  this  undertaking — the  carefidness  with  which 
he  has  watched  over  the  great  interests  committed  to  his  hands — and 
the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his  du- 
ties, altogether  may  be  seen  from  the  Report  and  accompanying 
documents. 

Very  RespectfiiUy 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Message 
and  the  accompanying  documents,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Collins  introduced  a  memorial  of  Louis  Fleming,  of  Duval 
County ;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Waterson,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  John  Tanner  presented  his  certificate  of  election  from  Jack- 
son county,  and  waa  sworn  by  E.  M.  West,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Leon  county. 

The  memorial  of  O.  M.  Dorman  was  presented  by  Mr.  Forward, 
and  on  his  motion  referred  to  the  committee  on  claims. 

Mr.  Blackbuni  oflfered  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Be  U  resdved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
General  Assemhly  of  the  State  of  Flaridoy  That  both  Houses  of  said 
Assembly  do  adjoom  sine  die  en  the  24th  of  December  next,  which 
was  read  and  ovdered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Crawford  oflfered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution : 

Wheseas,  much  discrepancy  of  opinion  is  expressed  in  relation 
to  the  illegality  of  the  election  of  Justices  of  die  Peace  in  the  seve- 
ral counties  in  this  State,  held  in  October  last,  and  having  seen  no 
law  repealing  or  in  anywise  weakening  the  act  passed  in  184&9 
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-which  says  that  the  election  for  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  be  held 
•on  the  fint  Monday  in  May. 

Therefore  Resdved,  That  the  Attorney  General  submit  to  this 
House,  his  opinion,  whether  or  not  the  said  elections  are  legal,  hav- 
ing been  iield  on  the  first  Monday  in  October. 

Which  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Agriculture  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Agriculture  to  whom  was  referred  a  Bill  to  be 
entitled  ''  An  Act  to  fiicilitate  the  draining  of  the  **  Twelve  mile 
Swamp,"  in  the  County  of  St  Johns,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  same  back  to  the  House 
without  amendment,  imd  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration  of  the  same.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  by  the  House,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner, 
ordered  to  be  laid  oti  the  table,  and  seventy-five  copies  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  rales  were  waived  and  permission 
granted  him  to  introduce  a  Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  the  same  permission  was  ex- 
tended to  himself. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins,  the  same  permission  was  granted  to  him. 

In  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  Mr.  Scott  introduced  a  bill,  enti- 
tled An  Act  fi)r  the  relief  of  setUers  on  public  lands ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-m(»row. 
.  In  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  introduced 
a  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  to  organize  the  Circuit  Courts 
of  the  State  of  Florida,  approved  22d  July,  1845  ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

In  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  Mr.  Collins  introduced  a  bill,  en- 
titled An  Act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  lumber  and  timber 
inspectors,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Duval ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Elections  made  the  following  report : 

Hie  Committee  on  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  An  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  elections  fer  eoonty 
officers,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  re- 
port the  said  biU  back  to  the  House,  with  an  additional  section^  and 
adc  to  be  discharged  from  the  fiirther  consideration  of  the  same.*- 
AU  of  vdiich  is  respectfiilly  submitted. 

DANIEL  BRADWELL,  Chainnan. 

Which  report  was  received,  and  the  MU  placed  ftmong  the  orders 
of  the  day  fer  to-day« 

A  bill  to  be  Qntiued  An  Act  to  make  provision  fer  the  payment  of 
Jurors,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  taken  firom  the  orders  of  the  day 
and  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blaekbum,  laid  on  the 
table. 

A  preamble  and  resolodon  relating  to  a  Mail  Route  from  Jasper,' 
HamUton  County,  via.  Bkwmt's  Fexry,  Suwannee  River,  RoUison's  Fer- 
jy,  St  Maqr's  River,  in  Cohnnbia  County,  Florida,  to  Cettterville, 
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(Seorgiay  w%re  taken  fitmi  the  (Ntlevs  of  the  daj  end  lead  s  second 
time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bryan  ordered  to  be  engroeted  for  s  third 
readkig  to-morrow. 

The  ^^TMolntion  in  relation  to  a  Ttetamj  certificate  loet  or  mialaid 
hj  Joseph  8.  Sanchez,"  was  taken  from  die  orders  of  the  day,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Forward,  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  aheratioii  of  the  Constitntion  of  this  State,  proposed  by  the 
General  AssenMy  at  its  last  session,  and  published  as  required  by  the 
Consthutton,  entftled  ^An  Act  so  to  amend  the  Constttution  of  this 
Stale,  as  to  eitendto  aU  free  white  male  inhabitants  being  cikiaensof 
the  United  States  who  shall  have  reskied  within  the  State  one  jeart 
the  electiTe  franchue,  was  taken  firom  among  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  on  motion  oidered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tyrd  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

The  akeratien  of  ^  Constitirticm  of  this  State,  mposed  by  the 
(jeneral  Assembly  at  its  last  sessicm,  and  pablished  as  required  by 
the  ConslftutkM,  entitled  "^An  Act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  tioB 
State  as  to  make  the  sessions  of  the  (General  Assembly  biennialt  in- 
stead of  annual,"  was  taken  firom  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hagner,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  duid  reading  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  «*An  Act  to  change  the  tbne  of  hokUng  electk>ns 
for  coun^  ofikers,"  was  taken  from  £e  orders  of  the  day,  and  order* 
ed  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bladtbum,  the  House  adjourned  untfl  10  o'- 
clock to-morrow. 


TussDAT,  Nov.  90th,  1847. 

The  House  being  caUed  to  order  at  10  o'clock,  pursyaat  to  ad« 
joumment,  and  the  roll  called,  there  was  a  quonnn  jnresent 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  Francis  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chiqilain,  die 
journal  <^  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  and  approved* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AHison, 

Oriartd,  Tkki  his  resohition  relative  to  the  entiy  of  public  kads 
in  this  Slate,  introduced  on  Wednesday  last,  and  omitted  among  dbe 
ofdera  of  the  day  for  yesterdaj,  be  placed  among  the  orders  of  ^ 
day  for  to-day* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.  J.  J.  Mitchell, 

Leave  vras  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  prsvious  notice, 
a  MU,  to  be  entitfed  a  bill  to  repeal  An  Act  to  define  the  boondaiyof 
Washington  Coun^ ;  which  bul  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  seoond 
foadhig  to-mocrow. 

On  motion  of  Afr.  Kigner^ 

Leava  wae  granted  him  to  introduce,  pomiant  to  arevious  aotiesv 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An.Act  to  amend  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  topto^ 
vide  for  the  election  of  electors  of  Pmkfent  and  Vice  Fkemdm  of 
the  United  Oatas;  whkkhitt  was  read,  aMl  onfeiad  for  a 
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On  modmi  of  Mr.  Allison, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of 
juron ;  v/hkk  was  read^  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.  J.  J.  Mitchell, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  allowing  criminak  the  right  of  appeal ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Monroe,  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  to-morrow, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  ^*  an  Act  to  alter  and 
change  the  name  of  James  Simlet  of  the  county  of  Monroe. 

Mr.  Bradwell  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  foture  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  with  a  memorial  and  petition  of  sundry  cit- 
ilens  of  the  counties  of  Leon  and  Gadsden,  for  making  na\igable 
the  Ocklockonee  river. 

Mr.  Garrason  gave  notice  that  he  will  ask  leave,  on  some  future 
day,  to  introduce  a  bill  to  regulate  the  licenses  on  the  sale  of  spir- 
ituous UquQrs  in  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Hobart  gave  notice  that  on  some  mture  day,  he  will  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  concerning  roads  and  highways, 
now  in  force  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Allison  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  the  18th  section  of  an  act  entitled  an  Act 
to  raise  a  revenue  for  the  State  of  Florida  and  defining  the  duties  of 
the  Assessors  and  Collectors  thereof|  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Cook  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  foture  day,  introduce 
a  bill  in  relation  to  tax  collectors  of  this  State,  and  defining  the  du- 
ties thereof 

Mr.  Cock  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  allow  all  free  negroes  of 
this  State  to  have  a  guardian,  and  to  define  the  duties  thereol. 

Mr.  Cook  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  foture  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  in  relation  to  roads  and  highways  in  the  county  of 
Washington. 

Mr.  Collins  gave  notice  that  he  will,  <mi  some  foture  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  regulate  the  pilotage  over  the  bar  of  the  river 
St  Johns. 

Mr.  Forward  save  notice  that  he  will,  at  an  early  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bifi  to  be  entitled  ^  an  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  con- 
ceming  Wills,  Letters  Testamentary,  Letters  of  Administration  and 
the  dtnies  of  Executors,  Administrators  and  Guardians ;"  also  an 
Act  in  addition  to  '*  an  Act  to  organize  courts  of  Probate  for  the 
State  of  Florida." 

Mr.  Tanner  gave  notice  that,  cm  some  foture  day,  he  will  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  define  the  western 
booadaiy  of  Jackson  Coun^,  and  to  repeal  an  act  therein  named. 

Mr.  John  D.  SMdon  presented  Us  oeitificato  of  electkn  firon 
Oiaqge  Goonftj,  and  Mr.  MiUs  O.  Bunduun  praseoted  his  certificate 
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of  election  from  St.  Lucie ;    whereupon,  they  were  sworn  m  by 
Hon.  Thomas  Baltzell,  Judge  of  the  Middle  Circuit 

Mr.  Hagner  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draft  the  bill 
which  he  yesterday  gave  notice  that  he  would  introduce,  entitled  An 
Act  to  establish  a  System  of  Primary  Schools  in  this  State ;  which 
was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Hagner,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  and  Forwaid, 
appointed  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduced,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  benefit  of  Francis  H.  fhgg ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Baiincrman  introduced  certain  sections  ctt^the  presentment  of 
the  Grand  Jury  for  Leon  County ;  which  M'as  read,  and  on  his  mo- 
tion, laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell  presented  the  petition  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Court  and  the  Sheriflf  of  Leon  County;  which,  on  motion,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Bannerman  offisred  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Conmiittee  on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts  be 
instructed,  to  inquire  whether  any  and  what  legislation  is  needful, 
touching  the  office  of  Tax  Assessor  and  Collector,  and  to  provide  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  public  revenue  of  those  officers, 
and  to  fix  their  compensation. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Senate  was  received  and 
read: 

Senate  Chakbbr,     ) 
November  30,  1847.  ) 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. — Sir : 

Messrs.  Avery,  Fairbanks,  and  Costen,  have  been  appointed  a 
conunittee  by  the  Senate,  to  act  with  a  similar  conmiittee  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  to  adopt  joint  rules  for  the  government  of  the  two 
Houses  during  the  present  session. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING, 

Secretary  Senate. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chain,  a  similar  conmiittee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Chain,  Forward,  and  A.  E.  Maxwell,  was  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Blackburn  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resdvedy  That  the  Comptroller  formsh  this  House  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, with  a  brief  abstract  of  the  expenses  of  keeping  prisoners,  and 
for  expenses  of  criminal  prosecutions,  in  each  county  of  this  State, 
for  the  year  ending  Slst  October,  1847 ;  which  was  read,  and 
adopted. 

Mr.  Bryan  ofkred  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Resolved^  That  His  Excellency  the  Grovemor  be,  and  he  is  lierebj, 
requested  to  inform  this  House,  whether  any  and  what  action  tiiit 
been  taken  by  the  Ensoutive,  in  conformity  to  the  **  Pkttamble  and 
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Retdutions  lektiTe  to  the  attablitiiinent  of  a  complete  educationirl 
system,"  approved  2l8t  December,  1846  ;  and  whether  the  personn 
thereby  provided  to  be  i^ipoiiited  have  made  report  touching  the 
establuhment  of  a  system  of  Common  Schools. 
Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  <mi  the  Judiciaiy  made  the  following  report,  viz  : 
The  Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy,  to  whom  was  referred  An  Act  eii' 
titled  An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  concern* 
ing  grand  and  petit  jurors,"  approved  0th  January,  1847,  as  provider 
that  15  men  shall  compose  a  grand  jury,  and  for  other  purposes,  have 
the  honor  to  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  :  That  your  com- 
mittee have  examined  the  bill  referred,  and  find  that  the  sole  object 
sought  to  be  accomplished  thereby,  is  to  restore  the  original  panel  of 
twenty-three  men  to  the  grand  jury.  The  act  of  the  last  session, 
approved  6th  January,  1847,  had  reduced  the  grand  jury  to  fifteen 
men ;  but  your  committee  have  been  able  to  find  no  good  or  sufficient 
reason  for  that  reduction.  And  they  recommend  to  the  House  to 
take  this  the  earliest  occasion  to  restore  the  panel,  and  thus  preserve 
the  grand  juries  of  the  State  in  their  original  integrity  and  efficiency. 
'Hie  Committee  report  the  bill  back  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment, and  unanimously  recommend  its  passage.  * 

THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
November  29,  1847. 

Which  ¥ras  received,  and  the  enclosed  bill  placed  among  the  or- 
ders of  the  day  for  to*morrow. 

The  following  message  fitmi  the  Senate  was  received  and  read, 
via:  ^ 

Sbnatb  Chamber,  ) 
Nov.  30,  1847.    S 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sib — ^Ilie  ^nate  have  passed  a  Bill,  entitled  ^An  Act  so  to  amend 
the  Constitution  of  this  State,  as  to  extend  to  dl  firee  white  male  in^ 
habitants  being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  shsML  have  resided 
within  the  State  one  year,  the  elective  franchise." 
Very  Respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y.  Senate. 
Also,  the  Allowing : 

Sbnatb  Chakber,  \ 
Nw.  80,  1847.    S 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatioes : 

Sib — ^The  Senate  has  passed  a  Bill,  entitled  ^^An  Act  so  to  amend 
the  Constitution  of  this  State,  as  to  make  the  sessions  of  the  General 
AatemUy  biennial,  instead  of  annual.'^ 

Very  Respectfiilly, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y.  Senate. 
^  And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hajper,  a  committee  was  af^inted,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Hagner,  Blackburn,  and  Allison,  to  ascertain  if 
the  Senate  had  passed  said  bills,  by  a  minority  of  two-thirds.    IW 
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Gommittee  reported  that  the  Senate  had  the  rndbjieot  befi>re  them  fer 
instant  consideration. 

The  bill  entiUed  ^  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  aettlera  onpubUckade," 
was  talcen  from  the  orders  of  the  day,  read  a  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grierances. 

The  bill  entitled  **an  Act  to  amend  an  Act  to  organiie  the  Ciicuit 
Courtsof  the  State  of  Florida,  upproved  Slid  July,  1845  ;**  waaread 

On  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
by  Messrs.  Forward  and  Garrason,  and  were  as  follows,  viz : 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Banneiman,  Bkckbum, 
Bradwell,  Biyan,  Bmnham,  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Garrason,  Hall, 
Hagner,  Henderson,  Hobart,  Johnston,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M. 
Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Monison,  Qwggles,  Ross,  Scott,  Shel- 
don,  Smith  and  Waterson-*>27. 
Nays — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Forward,  Hancvrir,  Higginbotham,  Mitchell, 
of  Monroe,  Shields,  Taylor  and  Tanner— 8. 

So  said  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  of  yestenby  relative  to  the  sine  die  adjoununenl 
of  this  House  on  the  24th  day  of  December  next,  was  taken  bom 
the  orders  of  the  day  and  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Bry&n  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  figures  21st  instead 
of  24th,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chain,  the  resolution  and  amendment 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  and  read : 

SSNATB  ChaMBBS,  ( 

Nov.  80,  1847.    5 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  Hou$e  of  Bepretetdatket : 

Sir— The  Bill  entitled  ""An  Act  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  ef 
this  State  as  to  extend  to  all  free  white  male  Inhabitants,  being  citi- 
zens  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have  resided  within  this  State 
one  year,  the  elective  franchise"— has  been  agreed  to  by  the  Senate, 
as  required  by  the  Constitution  of  this  State. 
Bespectfolly, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  SecY  Semle. 
The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  reeeived,  and  read': 

Sbnatb  Crakbbs,  ) 
Nov.  80,  1847.    S 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  Hou9e  of  Representaiioes : 

Sn— The  Bill  entitled  ""An  Act  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this 
State,  so  as  to  make  the  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  biennial, 
instead  of  anunal,"  has  been  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  as  required  by 
the  Constitution  of  this  State. 

Itespectfii%, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Setoff.  Smmte. 
The  bill  entitled  **  an  Act  to  provide  for  die  appomtment  of  hunber 
and  timber  inspectors  in  and  for  the  county  of  Duval ;"  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  read  a  seoc»d  tinw,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  For- 
ward,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  coiunittee  of  the  whole  for  the 
consideration  of  the  sane.    After  some  coMMdeiadon,  I 
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Jfoae,  and  by  their  chainiian,  Mr.  Forward,  reported  the  bill  with  all 
subsequent  to  the  enacting  clause  stricken  out ;  which  report  was 
Concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  engrossed  dopy  of  a  **  preanible  and  resolutions  rehtting  to  a 
mail  route  from  Jasper,  Hamilton  county,  via  Blount'ft  Ferry,  Su- 
Iw^annee  river,  RoUison's  Ferry,  St.  Mary's  river,  in  Columbia  county, 
Florida,  to  Centerville,  Georgia ;"  was  taken  froni  the  orders  of  thei 
day,  reBd  a  third  tiine,  and  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  certified  to  the 
Senate. 

The  ^n^rosskl  copy  of  the  alteration  of  the  Constitution  of  this 
State,  proposed  by  the  General  Assembly  at  its  last  session,  and  pub- 
lished as  required  by  the  Constitution,  entitled  **An  Act  so  to  amend 
the  Constitution  of  this  State,  as  to  eitend  to  all  free  white  male  in- 
habitants being  citizens  of  the  tJnit^  States,  who  shall  have  resided 
within  the  State  one  year,  the  elective  franchise,"  was  taken  from  the 
orders  of  the  day  and  read  three  severtJ  times.  On  the  day  of  its  third 
heading,  pursuant  to  the  Constitution,  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ike  question 
whether  it  shouki  be  a^ed  to  by  the  Hduse,  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Black-^ 
bum,  Bradwell,  Brfan^  Burnham,  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Forward, 
Garrason,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Ho- 
bart,  Johnston,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Wm.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jack* 
son,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Quiggles,  Ross,  Scott,  Shekbn, 
ShieWs,  Smith,  Taylor,  Tanner  and  Waterson— 35. 

Naya — ^None. 

Which  being  a  majority  of  two  thirds,  as  required  by  the  Constitiit 
tion,  the  sakl  bill  passed,  and  was  ordered  to  be  certified  to  the  Senatei 

On  motion  the  House  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  December  1,  1847. 

The  House  being  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock,  pursuant  to  aii- 
joumment,  and  the  roll  called,  there  was  a  quorum  present 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  jour- 
nal of  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn, 

The  rule  was  waived,  and  Mr.  Crawford  allowed  by  the  House  to 
register  his  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Constitution,  which  yesterday  passed  the  House  ;  whereupon,  Mr. 
Crawford  votod  yea. 

Mr.  Speaker  asked  to  spread  the  foUowing  explanation  on  the 
joumaU  vi2: 

On  the  second  day  of  the  session,  Messrs.  E.  E.  Blackburn  and 
othenr  asked  to  spread  a  protest  on  the  journal.  The  Chair,  re- 
men^ring  that  the  right  of  protest  wtfs  reserved  to  members  by  the 
Constitution,  and  thinking  it  only  restrained  by  what  might  be 
deemed  disrespectful  to  the  House,  decided — ^That  the  protestants 
had  a  right  to  spread  dieir  protest  on  the  journal.    No  appeal  was 
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taken  from  this  opinion,  and  the  protest  was  spread  on  the  journal 
of  that  day. 

By  reference  to  the  1 1th  dause,  4th  Art.  of  the  Constitution,  it  is 
provided  among  other  thuigs,  **  Any  member  of  either  House  shall 
have  liberty  to  dissent  from,  or  protest  against,  any  act  or  resolution^ 
wtMk  he  may  think  injurious  to  the  public,  or  an  individuad,  and  have 
the  reasons  of  his  dissent  entered  on  the  journal." 

That  protest  is  not  against  any  act  or  resolution^  but  against  indi- 
vidual  members. 

U  is  the  o(Hnion  of  the  Speaker,  that  the  decision  in  that  case  was 
huty  and  immature— -that  no  such  decbion  is  warranted  by  the  con- 
stitution— and  he  protests  against  being  bound  thereby,  or  that  the 
same  shall  be  drawn  into  procedent 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  ordered  to  be 
spread  on  the  journaL 

On  motion  €^  Mr.  Bladtbum, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  ^  An  Act  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  thii 
State,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  Chancellors,  and  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  by  the  people 
of  the  State ;  which  was  r«ul,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reaiHng  to 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Monroe, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  alter  and  change  the  name  of  James 
Sindet  of  the  County  of  Monroe  ;  which  was  read,  snd  ordered  to  a 
seeond  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allison, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  raise 
a  revenue  for  the  State  of  Florida,  and  defining  the  duties  of  the  as- 
lessors  and  collectors  thereof^  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second 
reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradwell, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  prevent  any  sherifl^  tax  collector,  or 
other  officer,  from  making  a  levy  and  sale  of  property  in  the  cases 
herein  provided  for;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second 
reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forward, 

Ordereiy  That  the  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  &cilitate  die  draining  of 
the  Twelve  Mile  Sveamp,  in  the  county  of  St  John's,  be  taken  from 
the  table,  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day  for  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn, 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  eat^ed  an 
apt  tp  organise  th^  Cncuit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida,  approved 
22d  July,  1845,  be  taken  fit>m  the  table,  and  placed  among  the  coders 
of  the  day  for  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forward, 
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Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as  relates  to 
the  boundary  line  of  Florida  and  Alabama,  be  referred  to  the  seieet 
committee  having  in  charge  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  boundaries  between  Floiida  and  Georgia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waterson, 
'  Leave  was  granted  him  to  Introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  exempt  the  citi2ens  of  Levy  County 
from  serving  as  jurymen  beyond  the  limits  of  said  county ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morroW. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Maxwell, 

Ordered,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  furnish  this  House 
with  a  copy  of  all  correspondence  in  his  possession  relating  to  the 
boundary  between  Georgia  and  Florida,  and  also  between  Alabama 
and  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  ordered  that  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  entii*e  correspondence  relating  to 
the  appointment  of  L.  A.  Thompson)  Esq.,  to  prepare  a  digest  of  the 
laws  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Maxwell,  ordered  that  so  much  of  the  Gov- 
emor's  Message  as  relates  to  Thompson's  digest  of  the  laws  of  this 
State,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instruc- 
tions to  enquire  and  report  what  legislation  thereon,  naay  be  neces*- 
sary. 

The  Mowing  Message  from  the  Senate  was  received  and  read, 
viz : 

Seh ATB  Chamber,  \ 
Nov.  80,  1847.    ] 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

StB — ^The  Senate  have  passed  "  Resobtion  in  relation  to  Major 
Wm.  W.  Loring  and  Lieut  M.  C.  Marin." 
Very  Respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  See'f.  SenaU. 

The  resobtion  accompanying  said  message,  was  read  and  ordered 
for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

The  Mowing  Message  from  the  Senate  was  received  and  read : 

SsitATB  Chahbbb,  ) 
Dec  1,  1847.    ] 
Han.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sis — ^Messrs.  Sanderscm,  Smith,  Avery  and  Fairbanks,  have  been 
appointed  a  joint  committee  by  the  Senate,  the  House  concurrin£,  kt 
the  purpose  of  examining  the  accounts  of  the  ComptroUer  and  Trea- 
surer, as  required  by  the  law  organiang  the  said  officers  of  ComptroU 
ler  and  Treasurer  of  this  State. 

Very  Respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y.  SenaU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  ordered  that  Mr.  A.  E.  Maxwell  have 
leave  of  absence  from  this  House  to-dav  and  to-morrow. 

The  Mowing  resolutions  were  introduced  by  Mr.  Bannerman,  viz : 

Resdved,  That  so  much  of  the  general  presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury 
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of  Leon  county,  at  wmt  read  on  yesterdaj  be  taken  from  die  table,  and 
that  eo  much  as  relates  to  the  practice  of  allowing  slaves  to  hire  thei^ 
own  time — And  also,  so  much  of  the  same  Presentment  as  relates  ta 
the  too  firequent  vending  of  spirituous  liquors  to  slaves — And  also,  so 
much  of  the  same  Presentment  as  relates  to  the  augmentation  of  the 
State  tax  imposed  upon  pedlars  and  hawkers,  be  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  that  they  take  such  action 
thereon  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

Regolvedf  That  so  much  of  the  same  Presentn^nt  as  relates  to  the 
deposition  and  keeping  c^  the  State  Arms,  be  referred  to  the  Cornnut* 
tee  on  the  Militia,  and  that  they  take  such  action  thereon  as  they  may 
^eem  necessary. 

Which  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  following  resolution  by  Mr.  Chain,  was  read  and  adopted,  viz ; 

Rescivedy  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Stale  foi^with  furnish  this 
^ouse  with  an  abstract  of  all  the  amounts  of  money  paid  at  the  Trea- 
^my,  with  the  date  thereof^  to  the  several  Solicitors  of  this  State,  since 
the  commencement  of  their  respective  terms  of  office,  to  this  time. — : 
And  also,  of  the  amounts  of  certificates  to  their  credit  respectively, 
with  amount  and  date,  yet  due  and  owing  by  this  State,  iSetting  forth 
succinctly,  the  account  and  nature  of  service  for  which  the  same  has 
been  paid,  or  is  contracted  to  be  paid,  and  distinguishing  the  sums 
paid  as  salary,  from  the  sums  paid  as  fees  of  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  .^Uison, 

Resolvedj  That  a  joint  committee  of  three  be  appointed  on  the  part, 
of  the  House,  to  act  with  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, for  the  purpose,  of  examining  the  accounts  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Treasurer  of  the  State,  as  required  by  law.  Messrs.  Allison^ 
Chain  and  Hagner,  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner, 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  forthwith  com^ 
municate  to  this  House  copies  of  all  such  Treasury  orders,  directions 
or  instructions,  by  him  at  any  time  heretofore  made  and  given  to  any 
or  all  of  the  Sheii£i,  Tax  Collectors,  or  other  officers  of  this  State,  re- 
quiring the  receipt  of  Treasury  Certificates  by  such  Sheiiffi  or  Col- 
lectors,  in  payment  of  taxes  or  other  dues  to  the  State. 

The  joint  committee  for  the  adoption  of  joint  rules,  reported  as  fel- 
lows,  viz : 

The  Joint  Committee  of  Senate  and  House,  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  adopting  niles  to  govern  the  joint  action  of  the  two  Houses, 

Report,  That  they  have  examined  the  rules  adopted  by  the  last 
General  Assembly,  and  recommend  that  the  sanxe  be  adopted  by  the 
present  General  Assembly. 

JOHN  CHAIN,  CKn. 
A.  E.  MAXWELL, 
W.  A.  FORWARD. 

Which  was  read  and  received. 

Pp  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  ordered  that  the  Act  in  amendment  of 
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the  Constitution,  yesterday  adopted,  retain  the  title  by  wliich  it  was 
passed  at  the  last  session. 

The  engrossed  copy  of  the  alterations  of  the  Constitution  of  this 
State,  proposed  by  the  General  Assembly  at  its  last  session,  and  pub- 
lished as  recjuired  by  the  Constitution,  entitled  "An  Act  so  to  amend 
the  Constitution  of  this  State  as  to  make  the  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  biennial,  instead  of  annual,"  was  taken  from  the  orders  of 
the  day  and  read  three  several  times,  on  the  day  of  its  third  reading, 
pursuant  to  the  Constitution.  On  the  question  whether  they  shoukl 
be  agreed  to  by  the  House,  the  vote  was  as  follows : 

Yeas — rMr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Black- 
bum,  BradweUj  Qryan,  Burnham,  Chain,  CoUii^,  Cook,  Crawford, 
Forward,  Garrasoi^,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hancook,  Henderson,  Higgin- 
botham,  Hpbart,  Johnston,  King,  W.  IVf .  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jack- 
son, MitcheU  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields^ 
Smith,  Taylor,  Tanner,  and  Waterson — 34. 

Nays — Mr.  Quiggles»^l. 

So  the  biU  passed  by  the  majority  of  two-thirds,  in  such  cases  re- 
quired by  the  Constitution. 

On  motion,  the  title  to  remain  as  stated,  and  ordered  to  be  certified 
to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  elections 
for  county  officers,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Al^ 
lison,  the  order  for  its  engrossment  was  reconsidered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Com.n\ittee  of  the  Whole^  for  the 
consideration  of  the  said  bUU 

After  some  consideration,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  its  chair- 
man, Mr.  Tanner,  reported  the  bill,  with  the  following  amendments, 
viz :  Strike  out  the  second  section-^^trike  out  **  thinl,"  and  insert 
"  second"  section — strike  out  4th,  at  the  Qommencement  of  this  sec- 
tion, and  insert  Sd — strike  out  5th,  and  insert  4th-*^trike  out  incon- 
sistent, and  insert  '*  as  &r  as  they  conflict ;"  which  report  was  re- 
ceived, and  the  amendments  severally  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  placed  among  the  orders  of  tjxe  dfiy  fo? 
to-day. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thuhsday,  December  2,  1847. 

The  House  being  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock,  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, and  the  roll  called,  there  was  a  quorum  present 

Afler  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  chaplain,  the  journal 
of  yesterday  was  read,  amended  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chain,  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce, 

rsuant  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  *'  Act  providing 
the  payment  of  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors  of  the  respective  counties 
qf  this  State,  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  State  ;"  which  was  read 
%Bd  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 
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Mr.  Blackburn  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  "  Act  to  regulate  pleading  in  civil 
cases  in  the  courts  of  record  of  this  State." 

Mr.  Shields  gave  notice  that  on  some  future  day  he  will  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  "  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled 
an  Act  to  raise  a  revenue  for  the  State  of  Florida,  and  defining  the 
duties  of  the  assessors  and  collectors  thereofi" 

Mr.  Chain  gave  notice  that  he  will,  at  some  future  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  a  tariff  of  fees,  approved  February 
15th,  1834,  and  which  was  approved  December  27th,  1845. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tanner,  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce, 
pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  "  Act  to  define 
the  Western  boundary  of  Jackson  county ;"  which  was  read  and 
ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forward,  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce, 
pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  "  Act  in  addition 
to  an  Act  to  organize  courts  of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida  ;" 
which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  leave  was  granted  that  the  following 
statement  be  spread  upn  the  journal,  viz : 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Ae 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Florida,  leave  being  granted  by 
the  House,  make  the  following  statement,  in  explanation  of  their  vote 
given  yesterday  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill,  entitled  An  Act  to 
amend  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  so.  as  to  make  the  sessions  of 
the  General  Assembly  biennial  instead  of  annual — ^That  said  bill  was 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at  its  last  session,  and  in  conformity 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  had  been  submitted 
to  the  people  for  their  approval ;  and  although  opposed  to  that  clause 
or  provision  in  it,  which  extends  the  term  of  service  of  Senators  to 
four  years,  yet,  inasmuch  as  the  question  was  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  whole  bill  as  it  stood,  and  fearing  that  any  attempt  at  amendment 
might  have  the  effect  to  defeat  the  expressed  wiU  of  the  people,  in 
relation  to  the  adoption  of  the  system  of  biennial  sessions  of  the 
General  Assembly,  they  feel  constrained  to  forego  their  opposition  to 
that  feature  of  it  before  alluded  to,  relative  to  the  term  of  service  of 
Senators,  and  vote  for  the  bill. 

A.  K.  ALLISON,  of  Gadsden, 
JNO.  L.  CRAWFORD,  of  Wakulla, 
CHAS.  BANNERMAN,  of  Leon, 

J.  GARRASON,  of  Benton, 

B.  J.  J.  MITCHELL,  of  Jackson, 
PETER  HOBART,  of  Franklin, 
E.  E.  BLACKBURN,  of  Jeflerson. 

Mr.  Hagner  presented  the  petition  of  Edward  Barnard,  Jr.,  which 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  conmiittee  on  cfoims. 

Mr.  Sheklon  presented  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Oran^ 
county  praying  a  change  of  the  county  line ;  which  was  read,  and^on 
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motion  referred  to  a  cominittee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Sheldon,  Scot 
and  King. 
A  communication  from  the  Comptroller  was  read,  as  follows,  viz  : 
Comptroller's  Office,  Tallahassee,  ) 
December  2d,  1847.  ) 

To  the  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  Circular 
issued  from  the  Treasuiy  Department,  August  24th,  1846,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Ist 
instant 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BEMIS,  Comptroller. 
[For  Circular,  see  Appendix,  p.  37.] 
Which,  together  with  the  accompanying  documents,  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bladcbum, 

Resolved^  That  hereafter  this  House  will  take  a  recess  at  1  o'clock 
P.  M.,  until  3  o'clock  P.  M.,  of  each  and  every  day  of  the  present 
session,  unless  the  orders  of  the  day  be  gotten  through  with  by  1 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  or  unless  the  House  shall  otherwise  direct. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Chain, 

Resolved^  That  50  cc^ies  of  the  Rules  adopted  by  the  Senate  and 
House,  for  the  government  of  the  joint  action  oT  both  Houses,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  this  House. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  of  Mr.  Allison  relative  to  the  entiy 
of  public  lands  in  this  State,  was  read  a  second  tigie,  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Allison  the  following  amendment  was  adopted  :  ^  Afler  the 
word  *'  resolved,'  insert  *  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  State  of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened;'  also,  the 
fi>llowing  amendment,  viz :  *  Be  it  further  resolved,  that  his  Excel- 
lency, the  Governor,  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  foregoing 
preamble  and  resolutions  to  the  presiding  officers  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress  of  the  U.  S.,  and  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  our  Repre- 
sentative in  Congress.'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Allison  the  rule  was 
waived,  the  preamble  and  resolution  read  a  second  time  with  amend- 
ments, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  an  *'  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  define 
the  boundary  of  Washington  county,"  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  an  ^  Act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  election  of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presklent  of 
the  United  States,"  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed f<Mr  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  an  Act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of 
Jorors,"  was  read  <^  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  AUison  laid 
on  the  table. 
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Tlie  bill  entitle  ^  &n  Act  extending  to  criminals  the  right  of  ap" 
peal,"  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  entitled  "  an  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  elections 
for  bounty  officers,"  was  read  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  the  benefit  of  Francis  H.  Flagg,  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  Ah  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act  entitled  an 
act  concerning  grand  and  petit  jurors,  approved  6th  January,  1847, 
as  provides  15  men  shall  domposd  a  grand  jury,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  same.  After  some  consideration,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  by  their  Chairman,  Mr.  Forward,  reported  the  bill,  with  the  fol- 
lowing amendment :  Strike  out  the  word  passage,  and  insert  first  day 
of  January  next,  wherever  they  occur ;  which  report  Was  received, 
and  the  amendment  concurred  in. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  b6  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow. 

The  House  took  a  reeess  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  after  the  recess,  and  the  Chair  announced  that 
there  was  a  quonmi  present. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  fkcilitate  the  draining  of  the  Twelve 
Mile  Swamp,  in  the  county  of  St.  John's,  Was  read  a  second  time, 
by  its  title,  on  motion  that  the  rule  should  be  waived  for  that  |>ur- 
po^. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forward, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the 
consideration  of  sakl  bili.  After  some  deliberation,  the  committee 
rose,  and  their  chairman,  Mr.  Chain,  reported  the  bill,  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  report  was  received,  and  the  amendments  concurr^ 
in  by  the  House. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  December  8,  1847. 

The  Hoos6  being  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock,  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, and  the  roll  called,  there  Was  a  quorum  present. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  journal 
of  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Ho- 
bart,  until  Thursday  next. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


49 

Mr.  Chain  save  notice  that  he  will,  at  some  future  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  and  require  the 
Judge  of  Probate  and  the  County  Commissioners  of  the  respectire 
counties  of  this  State,  to  audit  the  accounts  certified,  of  the  grand  and 
petit  jurors,  against  the  State,  for  services  rendered  as  such,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Allison  gave  notice  that  he  wiU,  on  some  future  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  the  following  bills,  to  wit :  A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  settlers  on  Forbes'  Purchase,  in  Gadsden  County ; 
also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  organize  the  Florida  Cavidiers. 

On  moti<m  of  Mr.  Garrason, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  biU  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  law  concerning  divorces  in 
this  State,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forward, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  bin  to  be  entitled  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  concerning 
Wills,  Letters  Testamentary,  Letters  of  Administration,  and  the  duties 
of  Executors,  Administrators,  and  Guardians ;  virhich  was  read,  and 
ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hqbart  ^ve  notice  mat,  at  some  future  day,  he  will  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  amendatory  of 
the  criminal  laws  now  in  force  in  this  State,  approved  January  6, 1847. 

Mr.  Johnston  gave  notice  that,  on  some  fhture  day,  he  will  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  quafified  electors  of  each 
county  in  this  State  to  elect  Judges  of  Probate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waterson, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  more  fully  define  the  rates  of  and  duty 
of  pilots  for  the  port  of  Cedar  Keys ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins,  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce, 
pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  ^  An  act  to  regulate 
the  pilotage  of  the  biCr  of  the  river  St.  John's,''  which  was  read  a 
first  time  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Aldrich  gave  notice  that  at  some  future  day  he  will  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  of  Alachua  county  to 
pay  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  Marion  county,  the  amount  of  the  tax 
in  his  hands  assessed  and  collected  upon  lands  lying  in  Marion  county 
and  for  other  purposes. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  National  Medical 
Convention  held  at  Philadelphia,  was  received,  read  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Forward,  Shields,  Bradwell, 
Crawford,  and  Mitchell  of  Jackson. 

Mr.  Chain  offered  a  memorial  and  resolution  of  the  General  As- 
semUy  of  the  State  of  Florida,  to  the  President,  ^c,  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  subject  of  a  mail  route  therein  mentioned  ;  which  was 
Tead  ttod  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-monrow. 
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The*  special  committee  upon  so  much  of  the  Governor's  messagr 
as  refers  to  the  expenses  of  the  Florida  volunteers,  made  the  follow^ 
ing  report: 
The  undersigned,  jour  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  ^  so  much. 

of  the  Governor's  Message,  as  relates  to  the  payment  of  Florida 

volunteers,"  beg  leave  to  report  2 

That  they  have  duly  considered  the  subject-matter  of  said  reference, 
and  concur  with  His  ExceUency,  as  to  the  proprie^  of  some  recog-^ 
nition  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  the  claims  of  her  Volunteers,  on 
account  of  expenses  incurred  in  their  subsistence  and  transportation 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  previous  to  being  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States.  It  is  well  known  that  they  were  raised 
by  authority  of  the  State,  upon  requisitions  from  the  War  Depait- 
ment  at  Washington.  In  responding,  with- patriotic  zeal,  to  the  call 
fer  their  services,  they  did  not  stop  to  inquire  how  great  or  numerous 
would  be  the  sacrifices  they  might  be  required  to  make,  but  they  could 
not  doubt  that  they  would  be  relieved  from  any  burthens  incurred 
prior  to  their  acceptance  in  to  the  service,  and  which  were  strictly 
necessary  to  that  end.  It  is  certainly  but  just  that  those  who  have 
borne  these  expenses  should  be  reimbursed*  This  appears  so  obvious 
to  your  committee,  that  the  only  enquiry  they  deem^  it  important  to 
vaike,  was,  as  to  the  party  by  whom  the  reimbursements  should  be 
made ;  and  on  this  subject,  they  are  clearly  of  opiiiion,  that  sudi 
expenses  are  just  and  proper  charges  against  the  United  States.  The 
credit  was  given  to  the  United  States,  and  the  service  in- which  the 
volunteers  were  engaged  was  that  of  the  United  States.  The  Fede- 
ral Government,  then,  must  be  the  responsible  party.  This  view  is 
supported  by  the  action  of  Congress  itsel£  Bj  its  act  of  the  3d  of 
March  last,  authority  was  given  to  refund  Ho  States,  or  to  individuals,' 
expenses  lUce  those  under  consideration ;  but  that  act  has  been  con* 
strued  to  apply  only  to  cases  existing  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  and, 
therefore,  can  give  no  relief  to  our  volunteers. 

While  it  mifiht  be  proper  and  praiseworthy  in  the  State  to  assume 
the  payment  of  these  expenses,  if  her  treasury  were  in  a  more  pros- 
perous condition,  and  there  were  less  uncertainty  as  to  the  fiiture, 
yet,  under  present  circumstances,  it  wouki  seem  better  that  she 
shouM  not  da  so.  Nor  do  we  see  that  her  volunteers  would  be  bene- 
fitted by  such  assumption — ^for,  by  procuring  the  speedy  action  of 
Congress  on  the  subject,  and  getting  a  law  similar  to^that  before  re- 
ferred to,  they  will  probably  be  sooner  pud  than  if  the  State  were  te 
undertake  the  payment 

Entertaining  these- views,  and  believing  that  the  annexed  i»reamble 
and  resolutions  will  be  a  sufficient  recognition  by  the  State  of  the 
justice  of  the  claims  of  her  volunteers,  and  will  also  accomf^fa  the 
objects  proposed  in  reference  thereto,  your  committee  submit  the 
same  for  the  consideration  of  this  honorable  body,  and  reccHnmend 
their  adoption.  A.  E.  MAXWELL,  CAotrmon, 

MILTON  J.  BRYAN,  E.  E.  BLACKBURN, 

M.  M.  JOHNSTON,  SAMUEL  T.  HENDERSON^ 
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iVhich  was  received  and  cMtcnnred  in  bj  the  House,  and  the  com- 
inittee  di8chan;ed  from  the  finther  consideration  of  the  subject 

The  preamble  and  itesolutions  therein  reported,  were  read  and 
<miered  to  a  second  readinj?  to-morrow. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  and  read,  viz : 

Senate  Chamber,  ) 
Dec.  2, 1847.      ] 
Hon.  Speaker  House  of  Representatioes. 

Snt :  The  Senate  has  ordered  75  copies  of  the  Joint  Rules  of  the 
two  Houses  to  be  printed. 

Very  respectful^, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secretary  Senate. 
Also  the  following : 

Senate  Chakbbb,  ) 
Dec.  2,  1847.      ] 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Snt — ^The  Senate  has  adopted  the  report  of  the  joint  select  com- 
mittee on  rules  for  the  government  of  the  two  Houses,  during  the  pre- 
sent session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Veiy  RespectfoUj, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y.  Senate. 
The  following  message  from  the  Governor  was  received  and  read: 

ExEcmvE  Defabtment,  > 
December  1,  1847.      \ 
(Jendemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : — 

You  have,  herewith,  transmitted  a  preamble  and  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia  at  its  late  ses- 
sion,  which  have  been  forwarded  to  this  Department  by  the  Execu- 
tive of  that  Commonwealth. 

Very  Respectfolly, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 
Mr.  Hagner  moved  that  the  accompanying  document  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  five.    The  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  motion  being  called  by  Messrs.  Allison  and  Blackburn  were 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain, 
Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  John- 
ston, A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morri- 
son, Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Tanner,  Waterson — ^21. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Co<^  For- 
ward, Garrason,  Hancock,  King,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Ross,  Shields, 
Taylor— 13. 

So  said  motion  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Hagner,  Allison,  Chain, 
Forward,  and  Tanner,  were  appointed  said  committee. 
The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  and  read : 

Senate  Chambeb,  ) 
Dec.  2,  1847.       ] 
Hon.  Speaker  House  Represeniattbes. 
Sib:  The  Senate  has  ordered  75  copies  of  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An 
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Act  to  Mitboriae  the  qualified  elect^Hrs  of  each  county  to  elect  lodges 
of  Probates,  to  be  printed. 

Also,  75  copies  of  a  bill  to  prevent  the  introdoction  of  negroes  into 
this  State,  belonging  to  non-residents. 

Also,  75  copies  of  &  bill  to  amend  the  5th  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution,  so  as  to  have  the  elections  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Courts, 
Chancellors,  and  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  elected  by  the  people, 
and  to  change  the  tenure  of  office. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secretary  Senate. 
The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  and  read, 
viz: 

Ssif  ATB  Chamber,  i 
Dec.  8, 1847. 
Hon.  Speaker  Hcmse  of  Representatioes. 

Snt :  The  Senate  h^  this  day  adopted  the  following :  That  the 
Senate,  the  House  conourring,  wUl  go  into  the  election  of  ComptroU 
ler  and  Treasurer,  on  Monday,  at  12  o'clock. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secretary  Senate. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn, 

The  resolution  therein  communicated  was  adopted,  with  the  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  word  "  to-morrow,"  and  insert  **  Thursday 
next."  . 

Tha  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  and  read, 
viz : 

Sbnatb  Chambbs,  ) 
Dec.  3,  1847.      ) 
Hon.  Speaker  House  of  Representatives. 

Snt :  The  Senate  has  ordered  75  copies  of  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  Act  more  particularly  to  define  mort^^e  liens,  to  be  printed. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secretary  Senate. 
The  biU  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  or- 
ganiae  the  Circuit  Courts  ot  the  State  of  Florida,  approved  22d  July, 
1845,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  Preamble  and  Resolution  in  relatimi  to  Major  Wm.  W.  Lo- 
ring,  and  Lieut  M.  C.  Marin,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  Mr. 
Hagner  offered  the  following  amendment :  Strike  out  the  first  five 
lines  of  the  preamble,  and  insert : — Whereas,  it  is  well  beccnninff  in 
every  State  suitably  to  express  her  appreciation  of  the  noUe  condoct 
of  her  sons ;  and,  whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  AssemUy, 
the  highest  tribute  which  can  be  paid  to  individual  merit,  is  the  ex- 
pression of  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Assembly  convened. 
The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  HoQse  met  after  recess  and  the  Speaker  announced  a  quonim 
present. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  unanimouslj  adopted,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  exempt  the  citizens  of  Levy  county  from 
servfaig  as  Jurymen  beyond  the  limits  of  said  county,  was  read  a 
second  time  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  prevent  any  sheriff,  tax  collector,  or 
Other  officer*  from  making  a  levy  and  sale  of  property  in  the  cases 
herein  provided,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referreid  to  the  com- 
mittee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Hfes  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  raise 
a  revenue  for  the  State  of  Florida,  and  defining  the  duties  of  the  as- 
sessors and  collectors  thereof  was  read  a  seoood  time  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  Finance. 

The  biU  entitled  An  Act  to  alter  and  change  the  name  of  James 
Simlet  of  the  county  of  Monroe,  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  hr  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this  State  so 
as  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Chan- 
cellors, and  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  by  the  people  of  the  State, 
was  read  a  second  time.  Mr.  Hagner  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Judi- 
ciary committee,  and  Messrs.  Blackburn  and  Mitchell  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  thereon.    The  vote  wks  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannorman,  Bryan,  Chain,  Collins, 
Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quig- 
gles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Tanner  and  Waterson — 17. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Bumham, 
Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham, 
King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  (S*  Monroe, 
Ross,  Shields  and  Taylof— 18. 
So  said  motion  was  lost 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  the  bill  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Mitchell  of  Jackson  and 
Shields. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  providing  for  the  payment  of  Grand  and 
Petit  Jurors,  of  the  respective  counties  of  this  State,  out  of  the  trea- 
sury of  the  State,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  define  the  western  boundaiy  of  Jackson 
Counhr,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  Mr.  Cook  ofilered  the  following 
amenoment,  viz :  Strike  out  firom  the  word  **  one,"  in  the  7th  line, 
and  insert  ^  that  said  boundary  shall  begin  on  the  base  line  at  the 
south  east  comer  of  township  one,  range  twelve,  thence  nortii  to  the 
line  between  townships  two  and  three,  thence  west  to  a  point  equi- 
distant between  the  Ime  of  range  twelve,  thence  north  dividing  saki 
range,  to  township  line  between  four  and  five,  thence  west  to  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.    54 

ChoctawhatcUe  river ;"  which  amendment  was  lost,  and  the  UO 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allison  leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Brad- 
well  until  Tuesday  morning  next. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Monday  next  10  o'clock.  A*  M. 


Monday,  December  6th,  1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being  called, 
there  was  a  quorum  present 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  jour- 
,  nal  of  Friday  last  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

Mr.  Creoi^e  E.  Overstreet  presented  hiis  certificate  of  election 
from  Madison  County,  and  was  sworn  in  by  E.  M.  West,  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  Leon  County. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grarnwon, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  licenses  to  retail  spirituous 
liquors  in  this  State ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second 
reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allison, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  settlers  on  Forbes' 
Purchase,  in  Gadsden  County ;  which  was  read,  75  copies  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  the  bill  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Wednesday 
next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner, 

Ordered^ThnXthe  Circular  heretofore,  on  the  24th  of  August,  1846, 
issued  firom  the  Comptroller's  Office,  and  transmitted  to  this  House, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  1st  inst,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts,  with  instructions  to  in- 
quire and  report  whether  the  said  Circular  was  warranted  by  law,  at 
the  day  of  its  date — ^what  was  the  operation  of  the  same— and  whether 
this  General  Assemby  shotdd  make  any  and  what  expression  of  opinion 
touching  the  same — and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Maxwell,  leave  was  granted  him  to  intro- 
duce, pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to 
change  the  time  for  which  County  Commissioners  shall  hold  their 
office  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chain, 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors  of  the  respective  counties  of  this 
State,  out  of  the  treasuiy  of  the  State,  be  taken  firom  the  table  and  be 
placed  amongst  the  orders  of  the  day  for  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AlUson, 

Ordered^  That  the  bills  providing  for  the  payment  of  Jurors  of  this 
State,  be  taken  from  the  table  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 
day  fer  to-day. 
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Mr»  Ganason,  leaTe  being  granted  by  the  House,  introdueed  the* 
proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  in  Benton  County,  relative  to  ther 
ahematine  system  of  the  Circuit  Judges ;  which  was  read  and  re* 
ferred  to  &e  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  petition  of  S.  Scarborough,  Cleric  of  the 
Court  fi>r  Columbia  County ;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Gcmunittee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Hancock  presented  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Hillsbo- 
rough county,  relative  to  the  alternating  Judiciary  system ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Jumciary. 

Mr.  Hagner  presented  the  petition  of  Richard  A.  Shine  and  Jos. 
A.  Edmondson,  relative  to  work  done  upon  the  Capitol  building ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell, 

Resolvedy  That  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  any  and  what  change  would  be*  advisable  in  the 
present  law  touching  sale  days  under  execution,  and  whether  it  would 
not  be  better  to  have  a  different  sale  day  in  adjoining  counties,  so 
that  the  public  sales  may  be  attended  by  the  citizens  of  i^  adjoining 
counties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner, 

Resolved^  That  the  Register  of  Public  Lands  communicate  to  this 
House,  if  in  his  possession,  a  copy  of  a  certain  decision  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  that  the  act  of  Congress  15th  June,  1844, 
does  not  authorize  the  selection  of  other  lands,  in  lieu  of  the  16th 
sections  of  townships  covered  by  the  Forbes'  Purchase  and  Arredondo 
Grant ;  which  decision  was  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  President 
of  Seminary  Lands,  communicated  to  the  last  General  Assembly ; 
and,  also,  report  to  this  House,  what  action  has  been  taken  by  himv 
if  any,  relative  to  said  decision,  and  if  any  correspondence  has  since 
taken  place  between  the  said  Register  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  that  subject 

A  communication  from  the  Attorney  General  was  received,  read^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  and  read, 
viz: 

Senate  Chambeb,  Dec  Sd,  1847. 
Haiu  Speaker  Ho,  Reps : 

Sir : — ^The  Senate  has  this  day  passed  a  bill  to^be  entitled  An  Act 
to  make  the  Certificates  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  receivable  in 
payment  of  all  public  dues. 

Very  respectfiiUy,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec.  Senate. 

And  the  enclosed  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  and  readf 
to: 

Senate  Chambeb,  Dec.  4, 1847^ 
Hm.  Speaker  Ho.  Reps. : 

Sir:— The  Senate  has  this  day  adopted  the  engrossed  Preamble 
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and  Resolutions  relating  to  a  mail  route  from  Jasper,  Hamilton 
County,  via  Blount's  ferry,  Suwannee  river,  Rawlison's  ferrj,  St 
Mary's  river,  in  Columbia  coun^,  Florida,  to  Centreville,  Georgia; 
of  the  House,  with  the  following  amendments,  to  wit : 

After  the  word  ^  Greorgia,'  in  the  fiflh  line,  add  ^  Whereas  many 
inhabitants  residing  at  imd  near  Raifdison's  on  St.  Maiy's  river,  in 
Columbia  county,  sufier  great  inconvenience  for  want  of  mail  fiicili« 
ties,  there  being  no  post  office  within  the  distance  of  thirty  fivft  miles 
of  said  place." 

After  the  word  '<  and"  in  the  eighth  line,  add  ^  Rawlison's.^ 

To  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  respectftilly  requeited. 

Very  respectfuUy,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Bee.  SeiuiU. 

And  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  and  leiui, 
viz: 

Senate  Chahbeb*  Dec  4,  1847. 
Hon.  Speaker  Ho.  Reps : 

Sur : — ^The  Senate  has  this  day  passed  engrossed  bill  entitled  An 
Act  to  authorize  the  executors  of  George  Kingsley,  dec'd,  to  sell  real 
estate.    Very  respectfiilly,         C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec.  SenalB. 

The  enclosed  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to 
morrow. 

The  following  message  from  the  Governor  was  received  and  read, 
viz: 

Executive  Office,  ) 
December  e,lSA7.   S 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  RepresenkUiveg : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House,  I  herewith 
transmit  the  Report  of  the  Conamissioner  appointed  in  behalf  of  this 
State,  to  adjust  the  Alabama  boundary,  with  the  correroondence  and 
accompanying  documents.  The  correspondence  in  reference  lo  the 
Georgia  boundary  will  be  furnished,  as  soon  as  copies  can  be  pre- 
pared. Very  respectftilly, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 
And  the  accompanying  docmnents  referred  to  the  Select  Commit- 
tee, to  whom  had  been  referred  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message 
as  relates  to  the  boundaries  between  Florida  and  Alabama,  and  w- 
tween  Florida  and  Georgia. 
The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  received  and  read  : 

Senate  Chjjcbbe,) 
Dec  6,  1847.      S 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir — ^Messrs.  Fairbanks,  Burrett  and  Sanderson,  have  been  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  confer  widi  a  simi* 
iar  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  as  to  the  disposition  to  be 
made  of  the  several  bills  to  alter  and  amend  the  Constitution  of  dus 
State,  passed  by  the  respective  bodies. 

Very  Respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y,  Senirta* 
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On  motion,  a  similar  joint  committee  was  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  House,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hagner,  Chain,  and  Forward. 
ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  organize  Courts 
of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida,  was  read  a  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  75  copies  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  bill  placed  among 
the  Orders  of  the  Day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled  An 
Act  concerning  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors,  approved  6th  Jan.  1647,  as 
provides  that  15  men  shall  compose  a  Gnmd  Jury,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,"  was  read  a  second  time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  followirg  preamble  and  resolutions  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed  the  House,  viz  : 

WTierecUf  with  a  view  of  developing  the  resources  of  the  country, 
and  enhancing  the  value  of  the  public  domain  generaUy,  it  haci  been 
the  wise  policy  of  the  General  Government  to  invite  emigration  to 
newly  acquired  territories  by  offeiing  pre-emption  rights  to  actual  set- 
tiers  on  public  lands  : 

And  whereas,  also,  many  of  the  good  citizens  of  the  State  have  not 
been  enabled  to  comply  with  the  many  technicalities  of  the  existing 
pre-emption  laws,  whereby  their  homes  are  now  subject  to  be  en- 
tered firom  under  them  by  the  speculator :  Therefore — 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convmed^  That  our  Senators 
in  Con^ss  be  instructed  and  our  Representative  requested  to  exert 
themselves  to  procure,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  passage 
of  a  law,  making  it  the  du^  of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
before  entering  any  tract  or  parcel  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  lying  within  the  State  of  Florida,  on  which  there 
may  be  residing  at  the  time  an  actual  settler  or  settlers,  to  give  said 
occupant  or  occupants  at  least  six  months'  notice,  in  writing,  of  the 
intention  to  make  such  entry,  to  the  end  that  they  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  securing  their  homes. 

Be  it  further  resolved^  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested to  forward  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolution 
to  the  presiding  officers  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  our  Representative  in  Congress. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  U5iited  States, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question  "Shall  this  bill  pass  ?''  the 
vote  was, 

Teas — ^M r.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Black- 
bum,  Bryan,  Bumh^m,  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward, 
Garrason,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higinbotham,  John- 
ston, King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson, 
Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon, 
Shiekis,  Smith,  Taylor,  Tanner,  Waterson — 34. 

Nats — ^None. 
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So  the  bill  passed— Title  as  slated* 

The  bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  chanee  the  time  of  holding  Elections 
lor  County  Officers,"  was  read  a  thud  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Blackburn  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
for  the  consideration  of  a  special  amendment  to  the  same.  A£^r 
some  deliberation,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their  chairman,  Mr.  A. , 
E.  Maxwell,  repoited  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  ah  again,  which' 
was  granted. 

Tlie  House  then  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P*  M. 


8  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  was  called  to  order,  and  the  Speaker  anounced  a  quo* 
rum  present 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  fiicilitate  the  draining  of  the  Twelve 
Mile  swamp,  in  the  coun^  of  St.  Johns,  was  read  a  second  time  bj 
its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  law  concerning  divorces  in 
this  State,  was  read  a  second  time,  uid  referred  to  the  Judiciarj 
Committee. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  in  addition  to  several  acts  concerning 
Wills,  Letters  Testamentary,  Letters  of  Administration,  and  the  du- 
ties of  Executors,  Administrators,  and  Guardians,  was  read  a  second 
time  by  its  title,  and  75  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  memorial  and  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Florida  to  the  President  ^.,  of  the  U.  S.,  on  the  subject  of  a 
mail  route  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  the  expenses  of  Florida 
volunteers  previous  to  being  mustered  into  the  U.  S.  service ;  was 
read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  more  fidly  define  the  rates  of  and  duty 
of  Pilots  for  the  port  of  Cedar  Keys,  was  read  a  second  tima.  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  the  pilotage  of  the  bar  of  the 
river  St.  Johns,  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  relative  to  Major  Wm.  W.  Loring  and  Lieut.  M. 
C.  Marin,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  as  amended. 

Tlie  biH  entitled  '*An  Act  to  chan£e  the  name  of  James  Simlet,  of 
the  county  of  Monroe,''  was  read  a  thud  time,  and  on  the  question  of 
its  passage  the  vote  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Black- 
bum,  Biyan,  Bumham,  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward, 
Garrason,  Hall,  Hacner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  John- 
ston, King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mftchell  of  Monroe, 
Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheklon,  Shields,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Tanner  and  Waterson— 34. 

Nats — None.. 
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So  said  bm  passed— Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  Act  to  define  the  Western  BoandaTj  of  Xacfc. 
«on  countj,  and  to  repeal  an  act  therein  named^"  was  read  ft  third 
time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was, 

YxAS — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannemlan,  Blackburn, 
Bryan,  Chain,  Collins,  Crawford,  Forward,  Crarrason,  Hall,  Hagner, 
Henderson,  Johnston,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison, 
Orerstreet,  Quiggles,  Ross,  Scott,  Shekbn,  SMelds,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Tanner  and  Waterson— 27. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Bumham,  Cook,  Hancock,  Higginbotham, 
King,  and  Mitchell,  of  Monroe — ^7. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  bill  to  be  entided  ^  An  act  proricBng  for  the  payment  of  Grand 
and  Petit  Jurors  of  the  respecitve  counties  pf  the  State  out  of  the 
Treasunr  of  the  State,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  Mr.  Blackburn 
moved  that  said  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed — pending  which  mo- 
tion, the  House  acgouned  until  10  oxlock  to-morrsw. 


TrasDAT,  Dec.  7th,  1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  Hk  roH  being  called 
diAre  was  a  quorum  present 

AAer  prayer  by  Rev.  P.  H.  Rutle^,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  jour- 
nal of  yesterday,  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

On  motkm  of  Mr.  Shiekis,  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce, 
pnrsnaat  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  5th  section  of  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  raise  a  revenue 
for  the  State  of  Florida,  and  de&iing  the  duties  of  the  assessors  and 
eoUectors  thereof  as  levies  a  tax  on  tavern  and  inn  keepers ;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  Chain  leave  was  mnted  him  to  introduce,  pur- 
suant to  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  to  repeal  an  Act 
^ntitied  an  Ael  lo  amend  an  Act  to  establish  a  tarifiTof  fees,  approved 
Feb.  15,  1884,  and  which  was  approved  Dec.  27th  1845 ;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  readuiji  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Shields  gave  notice  that  he  wil^  on  some  future  dav,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entided  An  Act  relating  to  practitioners 
of  medicine  in  this  State ;  also,  a  bOl  to  be  entitied  An  Act  to  change 
the  name  of  Sarah  A.  Alston,  of  Gadsden  County. 

On  motion  ^  Mr.  Blackburn,  Mr.  King  was  added  to  the  special 
committee  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message 
as  relates  to  boundaries  between  Florida  and  Ge<»gia,  and  between 
Florida  and  Alabama, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce, 
pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitied  an  Act  to  regulate 
pleadbgs  in  civfl  cases  in  tiie  courts  of  record  in  this  State ;  which 
was  refd  find  ordered  to  a  second  routing  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Aldrich,  leave  was  granted  to  spread  upon  tiie 
journal  the  foUowmg  statement : 
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The  undersigned  memben  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who 
voted  on  Friday  last  aeainst  the  reference  to  a.  select  committee,  of 
the  preamble  and  resmutions .  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  in  order  that  their  votes  may  not  place  them 
in  an  attitude  of  opposition  to  the  resolutions,  and  that  they  may  not 
be  considered  as  wanting  in  proper  respect  to  the  source  from  whence 
the  resolutions  emanated,  state,  that  their  votes  upon  the  motion  to 
refer  to  a  select  committee,  were  prompted  by  a  desire  to  organize 
a  Standing  Committee  on  Federal  Relations,  which  committee  was 
not  provided  fer  bv  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  to  have  the  resolu- 
tions  referred  to  the  last  named  committee,  and  not  by  a  spirit  of 
opposition  to  the  resolutions. 

Louis  Aldrich,  A.  K.  Allison, 

Wm.  Hancocel,  E.  K  Blackburn, 

W.  A.  FoBWARD,         Mills  O.  Bubnhajc, 
Thos.  Ross,  John  W.  Cooel, 

B.  J.  J.  MiTCHBLL,       J.  L.  Kino, 
J.  L.  Shields,  L  Garrason. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled  ^An  Act  to  authorize  the  qualified  electors 
of  each  county  in  the  State,  to  elect  Judges  of  Pro)Mite8,'*  was  read 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  leave  was  granted  him  to 
record  his  vote  on  the  passage  of  a  bill  defining  the  boundaiy  of  Jack- 
son county :  Whereupon  Mr.  Mitchell  voted — ^Yea. 

Mr.  Qjiuggles  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  fiiture  day,  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provkfe  for  building  a  Couit  House  and 
Jail  in  Escambia  County. 

Mr.  Waterson  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  amendatory  of  the 
criminal  laws  now  in  force  in  this  State. 

The  iollowing  communication  from  the  State  Treasurer  was  read, 
viz: 

Tbbasurbb's  Officb, 
TaUakassee,  Dec  7,  1847. 
Hon.  J.  B.  Lancastbb,  Speaker  House  of  Representatives : 

Sib — ^In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
adopted  on  the  1st  inst,  requiring  the  Treasurer  forthwith  to  furnish 
the  House  with  an  abstract  of  idl  the  amounts  of  money  paid  at  the 
Treasury,  with  the  date  thereof,  to  the  several  solicitors  ot  this  State, 
since  the  commencement  of  their  respective  terms  of  ofiice  to  this 
date,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  abstracts  called  for  in 
saui  resolution,  which  is  renpectfiilly  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  BYRD,  State  Treasurer. 

Which,  together  with  the  accompanying  documents,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance— 75  copies  being  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ha|;ner  ofi^red  a  Preamble  and  Resolutions  relative  to  ceitain 
sections  of  land  granted  by  the  U.  S.  to  the  State  of  Florida  for  the 
purpose  of  fixing  the  seat  of  Government. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


61 

Which  were  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  for  tUe 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
election  of  Jixlges,  d^^,  by  the  people,  made  the  following  report,  viz: 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  proposing  to  amend 
the  constitution  of  this  State,  so  as  to  elect  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  Chancellors,  and  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  by  the  people, 
begleave to  report : 

That,  after  mature  deliberation,  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  the  amendments  proposed  are  such  as  would  meet  the  entire 
approbation  of  a  large  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Florida,  and  such 
as  would  better  comport  with  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  free 
government  and  republican  institutions,  than  the  provisions  contained 
in  the  original  constitution,  as  adopted. 

The  committee  would  further  state,  that  the  system  of  electing 
Judges  by  the  people,  has  been  for  some  time  in  operation  in  the 
States  of  Mississippi  and  Illinob,  and  in  New  York,  which  is  one  of 
the  oldest,  most  populous,  and  most  enlightened  States  in  the  Union, 
and  from  all  accounts,  it  operates  well ;  and  from  various  sources  of 
infbrmati<«  on  thb  subject,  they  have  come  to  the  conclusibn,  that 
the  power  to  administer  public  justice,  and  to  secure  and  protect 
private  rights,  could  be  more  safely  vested  in  the  hands  <^  officers 
elected  directly  by  the  people,  than  it  would  be  by  those  elected  in- 
directly, through  their  Senators  and  Representatives ;  fer  it  is  a  well 
established  feet,  and  must  be  understood  by  every  one,  that  personal 
friends  and  party  factions  are  more  readily  brought  about,  and  gain 
ground  fester,  and  are  developed  in  more  dangerous  forms,  in  small 
bodies,  that  are  vested  with  high  authority,  thaii  they  possibly  could 
be  in  the  great  body  of  the  people,  over  whom  this  authority  is  exer- 
cised; and  the  committee  could,  if  it  were  necessary,  cite  many  in* 
stances,  where  the  action  of  State  Legislatures  has  been  so  troubled, 
by  the  mere  ferce  of  party  drill,  and  the  infiuence  of  petty  caucus 
and  personal  animosity,  that  they  have  spent  almost  whole  sessions  in 
balloting,  without  being  able  to  elect  officers  to  fill  vacancies,  the 
filling  <H  which  were  not  odIj  important  to  the  well  being  of  laive  com- 
munities, but  also  in  which  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  whole 
States  were  concerned ;  and  the  committee  would  further  state,  that, 
under  the  same  influences^  men  have  been  elected  to  high  and  impor- 
tant offices,  who  possessed  none  of  the  moral  and  inieUeetual  attri- 
butes, which  constituted  them  fit  instruments  fer  the  exereise  of  the 
great  and  responsible  duties  which  such  offices  imposed. 

The  committee  would  further  say,  that,  limiting  the  term  of  service 
of  all  public  officers,  and  in  placing  their  election  in  the  hands  of  the 
people,  we  are  only  carrying  out  oae  of  the  leading  principles  of  free 
government,  and  thereby  cl^kriy  demonstrating  to  the  worid  the  feet, 
that  a  firee  and  enlightened  peo^e  are  capable  of  self  government 

The  committee  are  My  aware,  that  in  recommendi^  innovations 
upon  established  systems,  and  UKwe  especially  in  making  a  change 
in  the  present  mode  of  electing  judicial  officers,  their  ofnnions  come 
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in  direct  conflict  wkk  thoM  of  nuuij  inlriligeat  dtbeiit,  wlio  feel  a 
deep  interest  in  tiie  mttler  mrfer  coiundentioiu 

Yet  the  comnuttee  being  of  tlie  opinkm  tluit  the  tdence  of  govern^ 
ment  (leaving  out  general  principleB)  is  as  soeceptiUe  of  improfe* 
ment  as  are  many  of  the  physical  sciences,  can  see  no  cause  why 
such  improvements  should  not  be  mMb,  when  the  pecidiar  cendifioii 
of  the  country  demands  them,  and  vi4ien  they  would  appear  difeetiy 
to  promote  the  happiness  and  better  security  of  the  peace  and  good 
ordsr  of  socie^ ;  and  the  committee  would  only  cite  those  who  ate 
opposed  to  any  fuid  all  kinds  of  innovation,  to  the  past  history  c€  Ihe 
world,  to  show  that  innovations  made  upon  kmff  established  systetM, 
was  the  very  commencement  of  the  downfidl  of  monarchies,  and  tke 
beginning  of  ike  building  up  of  repubMcs ;  for  the  Endish  levdH* 
tion  <^  1668,  and  the  Ao^rican  revolution  of  1T76,  and  the  Prondk 
revolution  of  1769,  are  the  three  grand  eras  of  freedom  in  the  his- 
tory of  modem  times,  vehich  clearly  show,  that  when  a  people  see 
proper  to  rise  up  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  they  can  make  jutJ^aoiis 
innovations  upon  strong  consolidated  forms  of  government,  and  bj 
taking  the  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the  fow,  said  pladng  it  in  the 
hands  df  the  many,  reduce  the  science  of  government  down  to  tiwt 
plain  republican  simplicity,  which  better  comports  with  the  views 
and  wishes  of  the  true  piOriot,  and  enlig^ned  philanthopist ;  and 
the  committee,  after  these  conskleratioiis,  would  strongly  reoommettd 
the  proposed  amendments  to  the  constitntion,  so  that  die  people  rtmf 
hokl  in  their  hands  the  power  of  electing  allof  their  judioid  oftenrs^ 
a  power  which  originally  belonged  to  them,  and  which  the  committee 
believes  the^  yielded  up  to  the  Legislature,  without  mature  delib««- 
tion,  and  a  just  estimate  and  correct  appreciation  of  its  impoflaaee. 
The  committee,  therefore,  report  the  bill  back  to  the  House,  wiAeut 
amendment. 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN,  Chairman, 
B.  J.  J.  MITCHELL, 

J.  l:  shields. 

Which  was  read. 

Upon  motion  that  it,  together  with  the  accompanying  bill,  nbffM 
be  laid  on  the  taUe,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Black* 
bum  and  Forward.    The  vote  was  as  foUov^s : 

Ybas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Mesn«.*Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Biyan,  Burn* 
ham,  Chain,  Collins,  Crawford,  Forward,  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson^ 
A.  E.  Maxwell,  W,  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quiggles,  Scott,  £Ri^iBtt, 
Smith  and  Tanner^20. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Cook,  Garrason,  Hancock,  HigginboCham, 
Johnston,  King,  Mitchell,  of  Jackson,  Mitchell,  of  MoAroe,  OteT* 
street,  Ross,  ^eids,  Taylor  and  Wslerson— 14. 

So  it  was  laki  upon  the  ti^le. 

The  foUowing  message  fion  the  Senate  was  read,  vis : 

Sbitatb  Chambbs,  Dee.  9,  1M7. 
Hm.  Specdter  Home  Repreimaatn€$. 

Snt:  The  Senate  has  eencuired  ia  tb9  ameDdmeaf  proposed  hy 
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the  House,  nkliTe  to  the  eleotioii  of  Comptroller  and  Treasurer. 
Very  respeetfiilly, 

C.  W.  IX)WSISG,  Secrelary  Senate. 
Also  tke  foUoindiig: 

Sbnatb  Chambbs,  Dec.  7,  1847. 
Htm.  Speaker  Htmse  EepreeentaHoee, 

Sib  :  Meisrs.  Fairbanks^  Ayery,  and  Sanderson,  hare  been  ap. 
pointed  a  committee,  to  act  with  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  House,  to  examine  the  office  of  Register  of  Public  Lands. 
Very  respectMy, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secretary  Senate. 
Upmi  motioB,  Messrs.  AMrich,  W.  M.  Maxwell  and  Collins,  were 
appointed  a  sin^lar  committee  on  the  part  (3^  the  House. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  Act  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  negroes 
into  the  county  of  Franklin  in  tms  State,  for  hire,  belonging  to  non- 
residents, was  received  and  read,  and  on  motion  kid  on  the  table. 
The  following  message  from  the  Governor  was  read,  viz : 

ExBCimvB  Depabtkbnt,  Dec.  6,  1847. 
(jendemen  cf  ike  House  of  Representatives : 

You  have  herewith  transmitted  the  correspondence  and  other  docu- 
ments, relative  to  the  appointment  of  L.  A.  Thompson,  Esq.,  as 
Commissioner  to  prepare  a  Digest  of  the  Laws  of  this  State. 
Very  respectfiiUy, 

W.  D.  MOSELtY. 
Which,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  were  referred  to  the 
Judiciury  committee. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  nK>tion  for  the  indef- 
inite  postponement  of  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  Act  providing  for  the 
payment  of  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors  of  the  respective  counties  of  the 
State,  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  State ;  pending  which,  the  House 
took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  Rouse  met,  and  there  being  a  quOTum  present,  resumed  the 
consideration  which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  recess. 

Messrs.  Chain  and  Grarrason  called  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the 
motion  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  said  bill,  and  the  vote  was 
as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Hall, 
Ha^er,  Johnston,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Blaxwell,  MitoheQ  of 
Jac^n,  Ross,  Shields,  Taylor  and  Tanner — 14. 

Nats — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Chain, 
Cdlins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garras<m,  Hancock,  Henderson^ 
Higginbotham,  King,  Morrison,  Overstreet^  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon, 
Smith  and  Waterson — ^21. 

So  said  motion  was  lost* 

Hie  House  thena^oumed  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Wbdubsdat,  December  8, 1847. 

The  House  met  punuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being  called 
there  was  a  quorum  present. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the 
journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  amended  arS  approved. 

Mr.  Garrason  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  alter  the  tenth  number  of  the  sixth  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  this  State. 

Mr.  Bradwell  gave  notice  that  in  a  few  days  he  will  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Robert  E.  Little. 

The  petition  of  John  L.  Vickers,  praying  the  reversal  of  a  certain 
judgment  agaii^  him  in  the  record  of  the  Leon  circuit  oouit,  was 
presented  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Maxwell,  read  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  propositions  and  grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Maxwell, 

Resolved^  That  the  select  committee,  having  in  charge  the  ques- 
tion of  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State,  be  instructed  to  act  jointly 
with  such  committee  of  the  Senate  as  may  have  the  same  subject  in 
charge,  and  that  the  Senate  be  requested  to  take  such  action  in  the 
matter  as  to  manifest  their  concurrence  in  the  objects  of  this  resolu- 
tion. 

The  judiciary  committee  made  the  following  report,  viz : 
The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  conmiu- 

nication  of  Joseph  Branch,  Esq.,  Attorney  General  of  this  State, 

made  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

of  29th  ult,  beg  leave  respectfiilly  to  report : 

That  your  committee  have  examined  the  question  in  the  aforesaid 
resolution,  with  the  aid  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  and 
after  full  investigation  of  the  several  statutes  referred  to,  submit  their 
views  as  follows : 

Shortly  prior  to  the  admission  of  this  State  into  the  Union,  the 
Territorutl  Legislature  had  provided  for  the  election  of  Justices  of 
the  Peace  by  the  popular  vote.  The  time  of  the  first  election  was 
left  to  depeini  upon  the  County  Courts,  as  they  were  to  divide  the 
Counties  into  Justice's  Districts.  But  ihe  period  for  the  seamd  elec- 
tion was  fixed  on  the  1st  Monday  in  May,  1847,  and  eveiytwo  years 
thereafter. 

The  State  Government  shortly  after  supervened.  As  a  conse- 
quence, the  Justices  of  the  Peace  then  in  commission  remained  such 
only  until  the  State  Government  could  fill  their  places,  and  this  was 
soon  provided  to  be  by  done  by  the  act  of  July,  1845.  But  only  so 
much  of  the  legislation  of  the  Territorial  Government  as  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Florida,  or  the  laws  of 
this  State,  ceased  to  be  the  laws  of  the  land,  llie  residue  then  re* 
mained,  and  still  remains,  (except  where  since  altered  or  repealed,) 
the  law  of  this  State — ^indeed,  constitutes  the  great  body  of  our 
statute  law  to  this  hour.  Now,  the  act  of  Jufy,  1845,  only  pro- 
vides—only attempted  to  provide,  for  that  election' rendered  necessary 
by  the  sudden  transition  mto  State  Government — it  does  not,  repeal 
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In  thd  ofunion  of  your  committee,  eitiier  directly  or  indirectly,  el* 
pressly,  or  by  implication,  any  thing  of  the  act  of  March,  1845,  ex« 
cept  80  fitr  as  the  rules  and  regulatious  contained  therein  were  incon* 
eistent  with  the  constitution  of  the  State.  Indeed,  in  express  terms, 
the  election  ordered  was  required  to  be  held  agreeably  to  those  rules 
and  regulations  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  or 
laws  of  that  session.  The  Legislature  were  forced  to  make  this  res« 
ertration :  because  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  March,  1845,  wajs 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution^^for  the  Territorial  law 
prescribed  the  qualifications  of  a  voter  at  sit  months'  residence, 
while,  as  is  well  known,  under  the  then  Constitution  of  this  State, 
two  years'  residence  was  required.  But  it  will  be  plainly  seen  that 
the  State  Legislature  preserved  all  they  could  of  the  Territorial  law. 
They  did  not  prescribe  that  the  electicm  in  October  should  be  for 
Justices  to  serve  tioo  yearSf  nor  is  there  any  inconsistency  between 
the  State  law  in  its  ftdlest  force,  and  so  much  of  the  Territorial  law 
as  fixed  an  efoction  in  May,  1847,  and  every  two  years  thereafter. 
But,  on  the  contraiy,  your  committee  plainly  see,  that  the  intent  of 
the  Legislature  was  to  provide  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  ike  inter'' 
mediate  space  of  time.  Nor  can  yoiir  committee  in  this  view,  dis- 
cern the  slightest  conflict  between  the  two  acts,  as  to  the  intent  to 
adopt  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1847,  and  every  two  years  thereafter, 
as  die  period  for  holding  elections  of  Justices  of  the  Peace.  The 
designation  of  the  first  Monday  in  October,  1845,  for  an  election 
rendered  essential  by  the  change  of  government,  does  not  bring  with 
it  as  a  consequence,  that  the  first  Monday  in  October,  1847,  was  to 
be  the  period  of  the  next  regular  election ;  and  herein  your  com- 
mittee respectfiilly  difiler  firom  the  learned  Attorney  General.  Your 
cmnmittee  see  plainly  that  the  election  in  October,  1845,  was  pro* 
vtsional  merely — ^not  the  commencement  of  a  system — ^but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  recognition  by  the  State  Legislature  of  the  Territorial 
law  in  all  else  tlmt  did  not  conflict  with  the  Constitution,  and  this 
was  a  virtual  and  acteial  adoption  of  the  system,  whicq  it  will  be  re- 
membered that  Territorial  Legislative  Council  jir<<  adopted^  viz :  the 
election  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  by  the  people. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  incline  to  Uie  opinion,  that  under  the 
laws  of  this  State,  an  election  for  Justices  of  the  Peace  should  have 
been  ordered  on  the  firtt  Monday  in  May^  1847 — that  the  election 
ordered  and  held  on  1st  Monday  of  October,  1847,  was  contraiy  to 
law — and  that  the  said  elections  are  vokL  And  your  committee, 
therefore,  to  remove  all  doubts,  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  joint 
resolution,  herewith  presented,  recommending  His  Excellency,  the 
Governor  of  this  State,  under  the  provisions  of  act  2d  December, 
1845,  (Chap.  6,  No.  49,)  to  commission  suitable  persons  in  the  re- 
spective districts  as  Justices  of  the  Peace,  to  fill  the  vacancies  your 
committee  believe  to  exist,  which  persons  shall  hold  their  offices 
until  the  1st  of  May,  1849,  and  until  then:  successors  be  elected  and 
commissioned,  and  that  your  committee  be  discharged  firom  fiirther 
C(msideration  of  this  subject  All  which  is  respectfi3ly  submitted. 
9  THOMAS  H.  HAGNER,  Chairman. 
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Wkich  was  received  and  concurred  in  by  ^t»  notiBe,  and  the  reao- 
hitions  ordered  fbr  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

A  communication  from  the  Register  of  Public  Lands  was  read,  and 
with  the  accompanying  documents  referred  to  the  committee  on  schods 
and  colleges. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled  "<  An  Act  finr  the  relief  of  the  Settlers  on 
FcHrbes'  Purchase,  in  Gadsden  County,"  was  read  a  second  time  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Hie  bill  to  be  entitled  **An  Act  providing  fer  the  payment  of  Grand 
and  Petit  Jurors  of  the  respective  counties  of  the  State,  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  State,"  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day  fbr  Friday 
next,  and  75  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled  **An  Act  making  provision  for  the  payment 
of  Jurors,"  was  taken  from  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  on  motion  fer 
the  printing  of  75  copies  thereof  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  AUison  and  Taylor.     The  vote  was  as  Mows : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Bannerman,  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Bum- 
ham,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Hobait, 
Johnston,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of 
Monroe,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  T^lor  and  Tanner — ^2S. 

Nays — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Biyan,  Chain,  Collins, 
Crawford,  Hagner,  Higginbotham,  Morrison,  Quiggles  aiki  Water- 
son — 11. 

So  it  was  ordered  that  75  copies  be  printed. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled  ''An  Act  to  make  provision  for  the  payment 
of  Jurors  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  from  the  orders  of  the 
day,  and  on  motion  for  its  indefinite  postponement,  Messrs.  Chain  and 
Blackburn  called  the  yeas  and  nays.    The  vote  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Biyan,  Bumham,  Chain,  Collins, 
Crawford,  Forward,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  MarnBom^ 
Quiggles  and  Waterson — 14. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Blackbum,  Brad- 
well,  Cook,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hobart,  Johnston,  King,  W. 
M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overslieet, 
Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Taylor  and  Tanner*— 21. 

So  said  motion  was  lost,  and  it  was  ordered  that  75  copies  of  die 
bill  be  printed. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  elections 
fbr  coun^  officers,  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  for  the  consideration  of 
special  amendments  thereto.  After  some  consideration,  the  cosn- 
mittee  rose,  and  by  their  chairman,  Mr.  Aldrich,  reported  the  bill 
back  with  amendments ;  which  was  received  and  concurred  in.  The 
bill  was  read  a  second  time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  licenses  to  retail  i^ir- 
ituous  liquors  in  this  State ;  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
1^  committee  on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts. 
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The  bill  to  be  endded  An  Act  to  change  the  time  fi>r  which  county 
commissioners  shall  hold  their  office,  was  read  a  second  time,  wad 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  fi>r  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  mi^e  the  certificates  of  the 
Treasurer  of  this  State  receivable  in  payment  of  all  public  dues ; 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  the  House  resolved  itself  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  same.  After 
some  deliberation,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their  chairman,  Mr. 
Chain,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was 
granted. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Blackburn  was  added  to  the  committee  for  the  in- 
spection  of  the  offices  of  the  Treasurer  and  Comptroller. 

The  House  then  acQoumed  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thussdat,  December  0,  1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being  called 
&ere  was  a  quorum  present 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  b.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  jour- 
nal of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allison,  the  use  of  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, for  two  evenings,  was  granted  to  Mr.  Anton  for  the  de- 
livery of  phrenological  lectures. 

€hi  motion  of  JV&.  Hobart,  ordered  that  the  bill  to  be  entitled  An 
Act  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  negroes  into  the  county  of  Frank- 
lin in  this  State,  Gar  hire,  belonging  to  non-residents,  be  taken  fix)m 
the  table  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  to-day. 

Mr»  Allis<m  gave  notice  that  he  wUl,  on  some  ftrture  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  the  following  bills,  to  wit: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  ^  Act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  J.  Annisteod. 
Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  declaring  Tollugee  River  in  Gads- 
den county,  a  navigable  stream. 

On  motion  of  Afr.  Bradwell  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce, 
porsoant  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  ben- 
efit of  Dr.  Robert  £.  Little ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  fi>r  a  sec- 
ond reading  to-morrow. 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary  made  the  following  report,  viz ; 
The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  refoired  a  bill  to  be 

entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  law  concerning  divorces  in  this 

State,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port: 

That  they  find  the  said  bill  has  for  its  objects  several  changes  in 
the  existing  laws  on  the  subject  of  divorces,  to  wit : 

1st  To  limit  the  causes  for  which  divorces  may  be  decreed  lo 
two  grounds  only-- adultery  in  either  of  the  parties,  and  continued 
desertion. 

2d.  To  prolong  the  term  of  such  desertion,  as  now  prescribed  as 
sufficient  cause  for  divorce,  fimn  one  tfear  to  five  years. 

dd.  To  require  publication  against  non  residenU  for  the  space  of 
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iix  months,  in  place  of  the  three  months,  now  declared  by  law  to  be 
Sufficient  constructive  notice  of  the  bill  pending. 

4th.  That  when  a  divorce  shall  be  granted  for  the  cause  of  adul- 
tery, the  decree  shall  only  operate  in  fitvor  of  the  applicant-*the 
guilty  party  to  remain  forever  after  incompetent  to  marry  again  in 
this  State. 

Your  committee  cannot  believe  it  was  designed  by  the  mover  to 
limit  the  causes  for  divorce  to  the  two  grounds^  <Hily  of  adultery  and 
desertion — ^for  some  of  the  most  weighty  grounds  as  known  to  the 
law  ecclesiastical  from  the  earliest  times,  and  recognized  in  the 
Territoiy  of  Florida  from  1825  to  the  present  time,  would  be  thus 
excluded,  to  wit :  where  the  parties  are  within  the  degrees  prohibi- 
ted, or  naturally  impotent,  and  where  either  of  the  parties  shall  have 
had  another  wifo  or  husband  living  at  the  time  of  such  marriage- 
cases  it  will  be  seen  where  there  was  fruud  and  imposition  at  the 
outset,  to  say  nothing  of  the  additional  causes  made  sufficient  by  the 
act  of  14th  February,  1835. 

As  to  the  second  change  proposed,  your  committee  have  examined 
the  earlier  statutes  of  the  Territory,  iaA  they  find  that  the  act  of  9th 
December,  1825,  had  fixed  the  term  of  such  wilfol,  continued,  and 
obstinate  desertion,^at  jSre  years,  as  now  re*proposed.  An|act  of  Octo- 
ber, 1828,  reduced  that  term  to  three  years,  and  the  act  of  14th  Feb- 
ruarr,  1835,  now  in  force,  reduced  the  same  to  one  year.  From  the 
Legislative  action  had  upon  the  subject,  it  would  seem  that  the  dis- 
position has  been  to  lessen,  rather  than  prolong,  that  unhappy  period 
of  time,  during  which,  it  may  be,  the  unfortunate  person  thus  de* 
sexted  may  be  left  firiendless  and  unprovided  for.  And  your  com- 
mittee cannot  see  any  sufficient  cause  for  re-establishing  the  term  of 
five  years,  as  proposed,  in  case  the  desertion  is  proved  to  be  wUfid^ 
obtttnaiey  and  continued.  We  apprehend  that  the  Court  must  be 
satisfied  in  every  such  case,  that  there  is  no  possibility  ci  re-union, 
and,  guarding  against  imposition  and  collusion  between  the  parties, 
as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  do,  by  requiring  fiiU  and  satisfoctoiy 
eridence,  your  committee  do  not  see  warrant  sufficient  for  the  change. 
I(  indeed,  such  desertion  shall  be  at  all  regarded  as  a  sufiicient 
cause  for  divorce,  then  that  term  would  seem  to  be  long  enough,  at 
the  end  of  which  it  appears  to  the  satisfiu^on  of  an  enlightened 
court,  that  re-union  is  impossible.  Tour  conmiittee  will  say  nothing 
upon  the  sufficiency  of  such  cause,  as  that  j>oint  is  not  referred  to 
them,  but  surely  it  would  be  a  hardship  to  require  the  deserted  party 
to  remain  five  years  the  victim  of  a  cruel,  relentless,  and  obstinate 
desertion-Hleprived,  it  may  be,  of  the  means  of  suf^rt. 

The  third  change  recommended  is  of  so  trivial  an  importance,  that 
standing  alone,  it  would  hardly  justify  a  change  of  the  existing  law. 
When  parties  separate  and  desert  each  other,  the  place  of  residence 
of  each  is  yet  generally,  we  apprehend,  well  known — and  notice  by 
publication  for  three  months  in  a  public  newspaper  woukl  appear  to 
your  committee  a  sufficient  tonstructive  notice,  particularly  under 
such  circumstances* 
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The  fcurOi  and  last  change  advised,  that  the  decree  shall  only 
operate  in  fitvor  of  the  applicant,  has  not  in  later  legislation  met 
with  much  fitvor,  by  reason  of  the  consequences  which  usually  fol- 
lowed, in  the  vicious  life  of  the  party  held  bound.  Our  own  laws 
have  ever  taken  the  other  view,  and  held  the  contract  of  matrimony 
utterly  dissolved  As  evidence  of  the  feeling  of  the  Legislature,  the 
distinctions  known  in  England,  and  in  many  of  the  States  of  the 
Union,  between  divorces,  **  a  mensa  et  thoro,^^  and  ^  a  vinculo  maif 
rimonUj'^  between  partial  and  ioUd  divorces,  have  been  done  away  ; 
mod  by  a  later  act,  of  much  more  questionable  propriety,  ^act  of  1846 
ch.  134,)  the  fiict  that  in  the  courts  of  another  State,  tne  husband 
or  wife  was  divorced  from  the  applicant,  is  made  of  itself  a  sufficient 
cause  fer  divorce  here — thus  make  total  that  divorce,  which  was 
before  partial.  But  this  last  proposed  change  goes  yet  flirther,  and 
declares  the  guilty  pMtj  forever  after  incompetent  to  marry  again  in 
this  State,  What  may  be  the  good  imagined  to  result  from  such  a 
clause,  your  committee  cannot  perceive.  Surely  if  death  intervene, 
the  contract  is  forever  dissolved,  and  with  that  death,  all  causes  of 
crimination  and  recrimination.  Would  it  not  seem  like  a  sentence 
of  forfeiture  against  a  party*  that  he  shall  never  have  the  right  to 
contract  matrimony  in  tliis  State  ?  Your  committee  can  see  no  pro- 
priety in  such  sentence  of  exclusion,  thus  to  operate /oret^er. 

Upon  the  whole  bill,  your  committee  have  decid^  to  report  the 
same  back  to  the  House,  with  a  recommendation  that  the  same  do 
not  pass.  And  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject. 

THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Which  was  read,  received  and  concurred  in. 

The  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  made  the  follow* 
inffreport,  viz: 

The  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  settlers  upon  pub- 
lic lands,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  beg  leave  to 
report  as  a  substitute  therefer,  the  bill  herewith  presented,  entitled 
An  Act  for  the  relief  of  settlers  upon  public  lands,  and  to  grant  pre- 
emption rights  in  certain  cases,  and  to  recommend  the  latter  to  the 
&vorable  consideration  of  the  House.  In  the  opinion  of  yoinr  com- 
mittee the  passage  of  this  bill  will  combine  the  performance  of  an 
act  of  strict  justice  to  the  settler  with  the  enhancement  of  the  value 
of  future  State  locations.  The  objects  of  the  bill  are  proposed  in 
pursuance  of  that  liberal  policy  towards  the  citizen  which  it  is  to  the 
interest  of  the  State  always  to  uphold. 

LOUIS  ALDMCH,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in  by  the  House  ;  75  copies 
of  the  enclosed  bill  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  further  consideration 
thereof  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Judiciary  committee  made  the  following  report,  viz : 

The  conmiittee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  en- 
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titled  An  Act  extending  to  criminals  the  right  of  appeal ;  have  had 
the  same  mider  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report : 

That,  highly  appreciating  Uie  object  sought  to  be  attained  by  this 
bill,  they  have  given  to  the  subject  very  mature  consideration ;  and 
they  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith  a  substitute  for  said  bill,  in 
their  belief^  fully  securing  the  end  designed. 

That  your  committee  have  sought  to  extend  to  persons  charged 
with  crime  the  inestimable  privilege  of  recourse  to  the  Supreme  Comty 
at  the  same  time  guarding  the  right  thus  extended  from  all  abuse,  and 
providing  against  the  State's  being  burthened  with  costs,  as  fiur  as 
practicable. 

Your  committee  consider  that  the  absence  of  provision  for  ¥rrits  of 
error  in  criminal  cases  in  the  body  of  our  State  laws,  is  a  great  evil, 
— an  evil  unknown  to  the  late  Territorial  Government,  and  which 
your  committee  consider  should  be  remedied,  and  your  committee 
have  assiduously  labored  to  make  this  provision  available  without 
detriment  to  any  right  Trusting  they  have  secured  these  vahuible 
ends,  they  herewith  report  the  said  substitute,  and  ask  to  be  discfaar- 
ged  from  the  forther  consideration  of  the  subject 

THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  JuMdan^ 

Which  was  received,  read,  and  concurred  in.  The  enclosed  bill 
was  accepted  as  a  substitute,  read  a  second  time,  and  75  copies  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read,  viz : 

Sbnate  Chamber,  Dec.  8,  1847. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  tJie  House  of  Represeniatices : 

Sir : — ^The  ^nate  has  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the  House 
to  the  Resolution  in  relation  to  Major  Wm.  W.  Loring  and  Lieuten- 
ant C.  Marin. 

Very  Respectfiilly, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y.  Senate^ 

Abo  the  following : 

Senate  Chamber,  Dec  8, 1847. 
Hon,  Speaker  Ho.  Reps, : 

Sir  : — ^The  Senate  has  this  day  ordered  75  copies  of  the  G;eneral 
Statement  of  the  assessment  of  taxes  for  the  year  1847,  the  amoinit 
and  mode  of  assessment.  Also,  75  copies  of  the  Tabular  Statement 
of  the  taxable  property  of  the  State.  Also,  75  copies  of  a  Bill  to  be 
entitled  an  Act  to  prescribe  an  equal  and  uniform  mode  of  taxatioD, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Very  Respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y.  Senate. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Asa  B.  Clark,  assignee 
of  Thomas  M.  White,  and  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  entitled  An  Ad 
to  provide  for  the  election  of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  Ptesideoi 
of  the  United  States,  approved  January  6th,  1847 ;  were  received, 
read,  and  ordered  for  a  seeond  reading  to-morrow. 
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Hie  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read,  viz  : 

Senate  Chambeb,  Dec.  8,  1847. 
JFfon.  Speaker  Ho.  Reps. : 

Sir : — Messrs.  Sanderson,  Lorimer,  Brett,  Moseley  and  Floyd,  the 

Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Commonwealth,  have  this  day  been 

instructed  to  act  with  the  Committee  of  the  House,  having  in  charge 

the  question  of  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State,  on  that  subject. 

Very  Respectfiilly, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y.  Senate. 
|A  message  from  the  Governor,  communicating  certain  documents 
relating  to  the  Northern  boundary  of  this  State,  was  read,  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Executors  of  George 
Kingsly,  deceased,  to  sell  real  estate  ;  was  read  a  second  time.  On 
motion  the  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  upon 
the  same.  After  some  consideration,  the  committee  rose,  and  by 
their  chainnan,  Mr.  Forward,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again  ;  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chain,  the  House  was  prepared  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  Senate,  during  the  joint  session,  to  be  held  to-day,  for  the 
election  of  Comptroller  and  Treasurer. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Forward, 
C3iain,  and  Allison,  were  deputed  to  inform  the  Senate  that  the  House 
was  now  ready  for  said  elections. 

Hie  Committee  retuined  and  reported  the  readiness  of  the  Senate. 

The  Hon.  President  and  Meml^rs  of  the  Senate  entered,  and  oc- 
cupied the  seats  prepared  for  them :  Whereupon  the  President  an- 
nounced that  the  Assembly  were  now  prepared  for  the  election  of 
Comptroller.  Mr.  Fairbanks  nominated  Mr.  N.  P.  Bemis,  and  Mr. 
W.  M.  Maxwell  nominated  Simon  Towle,  Esq.  The  vote  was  a» 
follows: 

For  TowLE — Senators  11.  House — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Ban- 
nennan,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain,  Collins,  Crawford,  Forward,  Gar- 
rason.  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M. 
Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith, 
TuyUa,  Tanner,  Waterson— 25.— Total  86. 

For  Bbxis — Senators  5.  House — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bum- 
ham,  Cook,  Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of 
Monroe— 9.— Total  14. 

So  Mr.  Towle  was  declared  duly  elected. 

The  President  then  announced  Uie  election  of  Treasurer,  in  order. 
Mr.  Floyd  nominated  Benjamin  Byrd,  Esq.  Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell 
nmninated  Wm.  R.  Haywarid,  Esq.     Tlie  vote  was  as  folkws : 

For  Hatwabd— Senators  9.  House — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bao- 
nerman,  Bradwell,  Biyan,  Chain,  Collins,  Crawford,  HaU,  Hagner, 
Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W..  M.  Maxwell,  Mornsom 
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Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Tanner,  Watenon — ^21. 
—Total  30. 

For  Bykd— Senators  7.  House — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Black- 
burn, Burnham,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock,  Hobart,  King, 
Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Taylot^U.— Total  21. 

So  Mr.  Hayward  was  declared  duly  elected. 

The  joint  session  then  acljoumed,  and  the  orders  of  the  day  were 
resumed. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  act  entitled  an 
act  concerning  grand  and  petit  jurors,  approved  6th  Januanr,  1847, 
as  provides  that  15  men  snail  compose  a  grand  jury,  and  for  otl^r 
purposes,  was  read  a  third  time  ;  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage, 
the  vote  was 

Yeas — Messrs.  AMrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Bryan,  HaU,  Hag- 
ner,  Johnston,  King,  W.  M,  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morri- 
son, Quiggles,  Scott,  Taylor,  and  Tanner — 15. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Bamham, 
Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock,  Hen- 
derson, Higginbotham,  Hobart,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Oventreet, 
Ross,  Shekion,  Smith,  and  Waterson — ^20. 

So  said  bill  was  Jost 

The  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  iacilitate  the  draining  of  Twelve 
Mile  swamp,  in  the  county  of  St.  Johns,  was  read  a  third  time  by 
its  title  ;  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was, 

YsAS^-'Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Black- 
bum,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Burnham,  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford, 
Forward,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higgin- 
botham, Hobart,  Johnston,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jfui^k- 
son,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Roas, 
Scott,  Sheldon*  Smith,  Taylor,  Tanner,  and  Water8on-*-d5. 

Nays— None. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  more  folly  define  the  rates  of  and  duty 
of  pilotage  for  the  port  of  Cedar  Keys,  was  read  a  third  time ;  and 
on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was, 

Ybas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Black- 
bum,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Burnham,  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford, 
Forward,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Hiffgin^ 
botham,Hobart,  Johnston,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jacbon, 
Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  'Quiggles,  Ross,  Scott, 
Shekion,  Smith,  Tanner,  Taylor,  and  Waterson — 35. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  bUl  entitled  ''An  Act  to  regulate  the  Pilotage  <^the  Bar  of  the 
River  St.  Johns,"  was  read  a  thini  time,  and  on  the  questkm  of  its 
passage  the  vote  was. 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Banneraian,  Brad- 
well, Bryan,  Burnham,  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Garrason, 
Hall,  Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  Jdu- 
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sum,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  JackMm,  Mitchell  of  Monroe, 
Mofriecm,  Oventreet,  Qiiiggles,  Roes,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Tanner, 
Taylor  and  Waterson — 83. 

Nays— None. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

^A  Memorial  and  Resolution  of  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Florida  to  the  President,  Post  Master  General,  and  me  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  on  thet  subject  of  a  Mail  Route  therein  mention- 
ed," was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  the  House. 

A  Preamble  and  Resoluti<ms  relative  to  the  expenses  of  Florida 
Volunteers,  previous  to  being  mustered  into  the  United  States  Ser- 
vice, was  reaid  a  third  time  and  passed  the  House. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled  ''An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  5th  Sec- 
tfion  of  an  act  entitled  An  Act  to  raise  a  revenue  fyr  the  State  of  Flo- 
rida, and  defining  the  duties  of  the  Assessors  and  Collectors  thereof 
as  levies  a  tax  on  taverns  and  innkeepers,"  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  An  Act  to  amend 
an  act  to  establish  a  tarififof  fees,  approved  Feb.  15th,  1884,  and  which 
was  approved  Dec  27th,  1845,  was  read  a  second  time  and  laid  cm 
the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  regulate  pleadings  in  civil  cases  in  the 
courts  of  record  in  the  State,"  was  placed  among  the  orders  <^  the  day 
ferto-morrow. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled  "An  Act  to  avthorize  the  qualified  electors 
of  each  County  in  the  State,  to  elect  Judge  of  Probate,"  was  read  a 
second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  "Preamble  and  Resolutions  relative  to  ceitain  Sections  of  Land 
nanted  by  the  United  States  to  the  State  of  Florida,  for  fixhur  her 
Seat  of  Government,  was  read  a  second  time  by  its  title,  and  oardered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

On  moti<m,  Messrs.  Blackburn  and  Taylor  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
sence till  THiesday  morning  next 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Fbidat,  December  10th,  1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  acQoumment,  and  the  roll  being  called, 
there  was  a  quorum  present. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  jour- 
nal of  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  wd  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judicianr  be  instructed  to 
inquire  and  report  to  this  House,  whether  it  would  be  advisable  and 
proper  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Solicitors  of  the  several  cir- 
cuits, and  provide  that  such  salaries,  when  so  increased,  shall  be  in 
Ueu  ci  every  demand  against  the  State,  for  the  services  c^  such 
Solicitors. 

That  said  committee  be  forther  instructed  to  inquire,  whether  anX 
and  what  changes  ought  to  be  made  in  the  tariff  of  fees  chargei^^le 
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in  criminal  cases ;  and  whether  the  same  ought  to  be  reduced,  to  tbe 
end  that  the  right  of  appeal,  if  the  same  shaU  be  secured  to  persons 
charged  with  crime,  may  be  within  the  reach  of  all  so  charged. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  make  the  certificates  of  the  Treasurer 
of  this  State  receivable  in  payment  of  all  public  dues,  was  placed 
among  the  orders  of  the  day  ror  Tuesday  next. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  change  me  time  oi  holding  elections 
for  county  officers,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  organize  Courts 
of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida,  was  placed  among  the  OTders  of 
to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  settlera*  on  Forbes' 
Purchase,  in  Gadsden  County,  was  read  a  third  time  ;  and  on  the 
c[uestion  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was — 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  .^Uson,  Bradwell,  Cook,  Crawjford,  and  Jc^inston — 
5. 

Nats— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bryan,  Bum- 
ham,  Chain,  Collins,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hancock, 
Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell 
of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon, 
Smith,  Tanner,  and  Waterson — 27. 

So  said  bill  was  lost 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  change  the  time  for  which  County 
Comnussioners  shall  hold  their  office,  was  laid  on  the  t^le. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  preyent  the  introduction  of  negroes 
into  the  County  of  Franklin  in  this  State  for  hire,  belonging  to  non 
residents,  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  Second  reading  to-morrow. 

The  resolutions  relatiye  to  the  appointment  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace  by  the  Goyemor,  wc  re  read  a  second  time,  amended  by  consent, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-jnorrow. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  the  executors  of  George 
Kingsley,  deceased,  to  sell  real  estate,,  was  postponed,  for  further 
conuderation,  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  the  benefit  of  Dr.  Robert  E.  little, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Asa  B.  Claric,  assignee 
of  Thomas  M.  White,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  fi>r  & 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  fi)r  die  election  of  Electors  of 
President  and^Vfce  President  c^the  United  States,  approved  January 
6th,  1847,  wasXid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitle  An  Act  to  regulate  pleadings  in  civil  causes  in 
the  Courts  of  Record  in  this  State,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  certain  sections  of  land 
granted  by  the  United  States  to  the  State  of  Florida,  for  the  purpose 
of  fixing  her  Seat  of  Government,  was  read  a  thud  time,  and  passe^l 
the  House. 
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On  iDotion,  leave  of  absence  until  Wednesday  next  was  granted 
to  Mr*  King. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  10  o'clock. 


MoNDAT,  Dec.  13,  1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being  call- 
ed, there  was  a  quorum  present. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D«  D.,  Chaplain,  the  jour- 
nal of  Friday  last  was  read,  amended  and  approved. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  ^'An  Act  extending  to  criminals  the 
right  of  appeal,;'  was  placed  among  the  orders  of  to-day ;  Also,  the 
bul  to  be  entitled  ''An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  concerning 
Wills,  Letters  Testamentary,  Letters  of  Administration  and  the  du- 
ties of  Executors,  Administrators  and  Guardians." 

Mr.  Aldrich  gave  notice  that,  on  to-morrow,  he  will  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  organize  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida ;  also,  at  a 
future  day,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  concerning  the  limitation  of 
actions. 

Mr.  B.  J.  J.  Mitchell  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  the 
time  of  holding  the  sessions  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  the  Western 
Judicial  Circuit,  and  to  repeal  an  act  therein  mentioned. 

Mr.  B.  J.  J.  Mitchell  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future 
day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  establish 
a  separate  chancery  court  in  this  State,  and  to  amend  an  act  therein 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Chain  gave  notice  that  he  will,  after  to-day,  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  collectors  of 
taxes,  and  other  officers,  holding  public  moneys,  to  remit  the  same  to 
the  Treasury  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Hagner  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  make  valid  all  proceedings  had  and  taken 
by  the  several  persons,  commissioned  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  of 
this  State,  under  an  election  illegally  held  on  1st  Monday  in  October, 
1847,  under  misapprehension  of  the  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garrason,  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce, 
pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  this  State  so  as  to  admit  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  to 
become  Senator  or  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  or 
Governor  of  this  State,"  which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second 
reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell  was  added  to  the  standing  Com- 
mittee  on  Claims." 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived  and  leave  granted  Mr.  Waterson 
to  introduce  a  bill  entitling  "An  Act  concerning  occupying  claim- 
ants to  lands,  which  was  read  the  second  time  by  title,  and  75  co- 
pies ordered  to  be  printed. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  leaye  ymm  granted  him  to  introduce,  pm^. 
suant  to  previous  notice,  A  bill  entitled  **An  Act  in  relation  to  Roads 
in  the  county  of  Washington,"  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  sec* 
ond  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HoMrt  presented  a  ^Petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Apalachi- 
cola,  relative  to  a  canal  across  the  Peninsula  of  Florida,"  wmch  was 
read  and  referred  to  a  Committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Forward, 
Scott  and  Hobart 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chain,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Comptroller  is  hereby  respectfully  requested  to 
inform  this  House,  as  early  as  he  can,  whether  there  have  not  been 
accounts  in  &vor  of  some  of  the  clerics  of  the  Circuit  Courts  and  Sheri£i, 

t resented  to  him,  fer  the  purpose  of  having  the  same  audited ;  and  if 
e  has  refiised  to  do  so,  to  state  his  reasons  for  so  refusing ;  and  if  there 
is  any  difficulty  in  the  way,  please  to  suggest  to  this  House  the  best 
means,  in  his  judgment,  to  be  adopted,  in  order  to  remove  the  diffi. 
culty  out  of  the  way,  so  that  these  officers  may  not  be  any  longer  de- 
layed in  having  their  accounts  audited. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  it  was 

Resdvedf  That  the  Register  of  Public  Lands  be  requested  to  in- 
ferm  this  House,  whether  or  not  it  would  be  advisable  to  prescribe 
by  law,  that  the  Register  of  Public  Lands  shall  not  be  required,  in 
making  sales  of  the  lands  of  this  State,  to  ofibr  the  same  eighth  by 
eighth^  but  that  he  may  be  at  liberty  to  offer  such  tract  or  tracts  ot 
land,  in  such  quantities  as  may  best  suit  purchasers,  due  regard  being 
had,  in  every  such  case,  to  the  interests  of  thb  State,  in  making  sale 
thereof;  and  to  report  further,  what  legislation  may  be  desirable  on 
the  subject. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following  Report,  viz : 
Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  1^  entitled  ^  An  Act 
to  regulate  licenses  to  retail  spirituous  liquors  in  this  State,"  have 
had  me  same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report,  viz : 

The  bill  in  the  first  section  proposes  to  tax  those  who  wish  to  sell 
spirituous  liquors  by  the  quart  and  as  hmh  as  one  gallon,  five  dd- 
lars  per  annum,  for  coun^  purposes-  This  is  a  class  of  retailers 
not  taxed  in  any  revenue  law  of  the  State,  and  if  they  are  to  be  taxed, 
your  committee  think  it  ought  first  to  be  done  for  State  purposes, 
then  leaving  it  on  the  same  footing  with  other  property  that  is  taxed 
for  county  purposes. 

The  second  section  proposes  to  reduce  the  State  tax  on  retailers  <^ 
spirituous  liquors,  in  quantities  less  than  one  quart,  as  provided  for 
in  the  present  revenue  law  of  the  State,  fit)m  twenty  dollars  down  t9 
ten  dollars,  with  the  additional  privilege  of  retailing  a  quart  up  to  as 
high  as  a  gallon,  without  any  additional  tax,  as  is  sought  for  in  the 
1st  section  of  the  bill,  and  as  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  with* 
out  any  good  reason,  especially  under  the  embarrassed  condition  of 
the  State  Treasury. 
If  the  object  be  to  raise  revenue  for  the  county,  then  the  object  is 
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defettad,  in  this,  that  the  law  as  it  now  exists,  authorizes  the  coun- 
ties to  tax  **  all  such  property  or  subjects  of  taxation  as  is  not  men- 
tioned  as  taxable  in"  the  revenue  laws  of  the  State,  uid  also  to  levy 
a  tax  as  high  as  fifty  per  cent  on  the  State  tax,  and  if  exercised  to  its 
fiill  extent,  on  the  tax  fi>r  retailing  spirituous  liquors,  as  the  law  al- 
ready exists,  would  be  ten  dollars,  when  the  bill  only  provides  for 
five  dollars,  and  that  on  a  class  of  retailors  not  known  to  the  law 
heretofore,  and  therefore  subject  to  be  taxed  by  the  counties,  and  less 
numerous  than  the  other ;  and  if  the  construction  could  be  forced  to 
mean,  that  the  other  class  of  retailers  provided  for  in  the  second  sec- 
tion, a  revenue  for  the  State,  then  50  per  cent,  by  Uie  county  on  that 
amount  would  only  be  five  dollars ;  hence,  your  committee  believe 
that  the  counties  would  lose  instead  of  gain,  bv  the  bilL  Therefore 
your  committee  are  <^  opinion,  that  the  bill,  if  passed,  will  not  remdt 
in  any  good,  but  on  the  contrary,  might,  if  nothing  else,  injure  the 
revenue  of  the  State  and  counties ;  and  ought  not  to  pass*  AU  of 
which  is  most  respectfiilly  submitted,  and  the  committee  ask  to  be 
relieved  of  any  finrther  consideration  of  said  bill. 

JOHN  CHAIN,  CKmn. 
Also,  the  foUowing,  viz : 
Your  committee,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and 
what,  legislation  is  needful,  touching  the  office  of  Tax  Assessor 
and  Collector,  and  to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
the  public  revenue  by  those  officers,  and  to  fix  their  compensation, 
by  a  resolution  of  this  House,  ofiered  by  Mr.  Bannerman,  and 
adopted  the  80th  November,  1847,  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  ask  leave  to  make  the  following  report,  to  wit : 
Strange  as  it  may  seem,  that,  while  the  Legislature  has  created 
the  office  of  Tax  Assessor  and  Collector,  and  provided  for  the  election 
of  a  person  to  fill  said  office,  nevertheless,  in  the  duties  and  compen- 
sation of  that  ofiker,  in  the  majority  of  (and  we  might  with  propriety 
say,  ahnost  all)  cases,  it  has  left  the  officer  without  authority  to  act, 
aiMi  without  compensation,  and  in  such  instances,  bestowed  it  upon 
and  empowered  the  ex  officio,  the  sherifif.    Therefore,  your  commit, 
tee  believe  it  to  be  of  the  highest  importance  that  the  Le^lature 
pass  a  law,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Tax  Assessor  and  CoUector  of 
the  respective  counties  of  this  State,  to  perform  the  same  duties  that 
are  now  required  of  the  Tax  Assessor  and  of  the  Sherifi^  as  Tax 
Collector,  and  to  receive  the  same  compensation,  that  they  do  for 
such  services  and  duty,  and  be  placed  under  the  same  liabilities  that 
they  are,  by  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  raise  a  revenue  for  the  State  of 
Florida,  and  defining  the  dutie^  of  the  Assessors  and  Collectors 
thereof  approved  by  the  Governor  July  24th,  1845 ;  or  such  other 
compensation  and  duties,  as  the  Oeneral  Assembly,  in  its  wisdom,  at 
the  present  session,  may  deem  proper  and  right  to  ad<^  in  relation 
to  the  office  of  Assessor  and  Collector. 

Your  committee  forebore  in  shaping  out  any  definite  course  to  be 
pursued  by  the  General  Assembly,  at  the  present  session,  in  this 
matter,  by  the  way  of  ofibring  a  bill,  for  the  very  good  reascm,  that 
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there  am  now  more  Uian  one  bill  on  the  subject,  before  the  Legiria* 
ture,  and  one  referred  to  your  committee ;  and  your  committee, 
therefore,  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  fiirther  consideration  of  said 
resolution.    All  of  which  is  hereby  most  respectfiilly  submitted. 

JOHN  CHAIN,  Chairmm. 
Which  were  read,  received  and  concurred  in. 
Also,  the  following,  viz  : 
Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  circular  which  issued  front 
the  Comptroller's  Office  on  the  24th  August,  1846,  and  which  was 
sent  to  this  House,  in  com{diance  with  a  resolution  of  die  same, 
of  the  first  Dec  1847,  under  an  order  of  this  House  of  2d  Decem- 
ber, 1847,  with  the  following  instructions,  to  wit:  To  enquire 
and  report,  1st  Whether  the  said  circular  was  warranted  by 
law  at  the  day  of  its  date.  2nd.  What  was  the  operation  of  the 
same  ?  and  3(L  Whether  this  General  Assembly  should  make  any 
and  what  expression  of  opinion,  touching  the  same  :  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to  make  the  following 
report,  viz : 

To  the  first  inquiry — Whether  the  said  circular  was  warranted  by 
law,  at  the  day  of  its  date  ?    Answer.    It  was  not 

To  the  2nd  inquiiy — ^What  was  the  operation  of  the  same  ?  An- 
swer :  By  making  inquiry  at  the  Treasurer's  Office,  of  Benjamin 
Byrd,  Esq.,  it  appears  that  its  operation  was  to  throw  back  Treasury 
Certificate  No.  169,  and  leave  it  unpaid,  while  No.  355  received  the 
money  in  lieu  thereof  and  the  Treasury  Certificates  from  No.  169 
to  355,  were  thrown  aside,  and  stayed  in  their  payment  No.  169 
was  dated  Dec.  1845,  No.  355  was  dated  14th  Dec.  1846.  T.  J. 
Heir,  Esq.  received  his  salary  from  Oct.  18th,  1845  to  Oct  14th, 
1846,  and  many  others  did  likewise,  to  the  excluipion  of  prior  rights ; 
this  &voritism  prevented  the  tax  collectors  firom  settling  their  accounts 
in  regular  order,  and  confused  the  Treasury  office,  veir  badly  for  the 
year  1846,  and  the  evil  not  being  cured,  it  has  partially  done  so  for 
the  year  1847,  and  now  it  is  measurably,  if  not  entirely  subsided,  so 
the  said  circular  now,  may  be  said  to  be  without  efiect 

To  the  3d  inquiiy — ^And  whether  this  General  Assembly  diould 
make  any  and  what  expression  of  opinion  touching  the  same  ?  An- 
swer :  It  ought  to  express  its  disapprobation  of  any  and  every  de* 
vtation  from  the  line  of  duty,  of  such  public  officers,  and  especially 
on  matters  of  such  vast  interest  to  the  entire  people  of  the  State. 
Your  committee,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  introduce  resolutions  to  that 
end,  for  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the  General  Assembly ;  and 
ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  CHAIN,  Chm'n. 
Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreserUalwes  of  the  Statt 
of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened^  That  the  General  Ajssem- 
bly  cannot  reprobate  in  too  strong  language,  the  unlawfol  and  im- 
justifiable  issuing  and  circulating  the  Circular  from  the  Comptroller's 
Office,  of  the  24th  August,  1846,  canying  with  it,  as  it  did,  faTmt- 
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Ism,  injustice  and  confimion  in  the  Treasury  ofliee,  and  inviting  sub' 
oidbiate  officers  to  violate  the  law. 

Be  U  further  resolvedy  That  a  thing  so  public,  and  at  the  same 
time,  so  pernicious,  should  proceed  from  such  an  office  as  the  Comp- 
trolter  of  Public  Accounts,  should  be  so  long  passed  over  in  perfect 
silence  by  the  Grovemor,  is  strange,  to  say  the  least  of  it ;  and  this 
will  be  the  more  apparent  when  it  will  lie  remembered  that  by  the 
10th  section  of  the  dd  Article  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  made  the  du- 
ty of  his  Excellency,  in  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  that  '*  he 
•haH  take  care  that  Uie  law  he  fiuthfiilly  executed." 

Which  was  received,  placed  among  the  orders  of  Thursday  next 
and  75  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Judiciary  Committee  made  the  following  report,  viz : 
The  Ccmimittee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  instructing  this  committee  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and  what,  change  wouk!  be  advisable  in  the 
present  law,  touching  sale  days  undkr  execution ;  and  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  have  a  different  sale  day  in  adjoining  coun- 
ties, respectfiilly  report :  * 

That,  upon  very  general  inquiry,  they  are  led  to  believe  that  the 
sale  days,  as  now  provided  by  law,  are  not  the  most  advisable  ;  that, 
instead  of  Monday^  the  sale  day  should  be  Saturday.  And  they  are 
finther  of  opinion,  that  it  is  a  serious  inconvenience  and  frequent 
cause  of  embarrassment  to  such  as  desire  to  attend  sales  under  exe- 
cution, that  the  sales  take  place  in  all  the  counties  on  the  same  day* 

The  committee  would  recommend  no  change  in  the  present  law, 
except  in  these  two  particulars,  so  that  the  public  sales  may  be  at- 
tended by  citizens  of  adjoining  counties,  and  may  be  held  on  that 
day  of  the  week,  usually  devo>ted  by  the  citizens  to  business  at  their 
county  towns,  and  of  consequence  tiie  better  suited  for  a  public  sale 
day. 

They,  therefere,  report,  herewith,  a  bill  to  efGxt  these  purposes, 
and  adc  to  be  discharged  from  fiirther  consideration  of  the  suUect. 

THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 
CTutirman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
Which  was  received  and  conciurred  in.    The  accompanying  bill 
was  read  and  ordered  fer  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Also,  the  following,  viz : 

The  Committee  on  me  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be 

entitied  an  act  to  exempt  the  citizens  of  Levy  County  from  serving 

as  jurymen  beyond  the  limits  of  their  county,  beg  leave  to  report : 

TluU  the  evil  complained  of  and  sought  to  be  remedied  by  this  bill 

is,  that  the  people,  of  Levy  County,  which  is  consolidated  with 

Alachua,  fer  judicial  purposes,  are  compelled  to  travel  many  of  them 

seventy-five  miles  to  coiurt,  to  attend  as  jurors — a  portion  of  them  are 

resident  on  Cedar  Keys  and  other  islands,  from  whence  it  is  difficult 

at  times  to  reach  the  main  land ;  and  even  those  of  the  people  on 

the  main  land,  are  deprived  of  the  means  of  travel.    The  distance  is 

▼eiy  great,  and  it  is  alleged  that  there  is  no  essential  necessity  for 
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their  serring  as  jurors,  because  the  juiy  list  in  Alachua  is  large* 
Tour  committee  find  that  the  Representative  from  Alachua  is  willuig 
to  have  the  jurors  exempted  who  live  oyer  85  or  40  miles  from  the 
Court  House,  but  insists  the  people  cihevj  should  bear  their  porticm 
of  jury  duty.  In  this  conflict  in  a  matter  of  so  much  local  applica. 
tion  and  concern,  your  committee  would  not  desire  to  throw  the 
weight  of  their  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  matter  into  either 
scale,  but  beg  leave  to  report  the  bill  back  to  the  House,  with  this 
opinion,  that  there  is  no  legal  objectioa  to  the  exemption  claimed,  or 
to  that  restricted  exemption  ready  to  be  accorded.  And  beg  leave  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  conside)ration  ci  the  subject 

THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 

Chairman  cf  CommitUe. 

Which  was  received,  concurred  in,  and  the  acconqpanying  bill 
placed  among  the  orders  of  to-day. 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  whom  has  been  referred  so  much  of 
the  Governor's  Message  as  refers  to  Thompson's  Digest,  <^fored  a 
report  which  was  received  and  referred  back  to  them,  to  enquire  whe- 
ther any  and  what  amount  is  now  in  the  contingent  fimd,  and  to  ^iriiat 
purposes  money  therefrom  expended  has  been  a[^[m>priated. 

A  communication  from  the  Senate,  announced  that  the  '^Preamble 
and  Resolutions  in  relation  to  certain  sections  of  land  granted  by  the 
United  States  to  the  State  of  Florida,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  her 
Seat  of  Government,"  had  passed  the  Senate :  Mliereupon  the  CAid 
Preamble  and  Resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  Memorial  and  Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Fonda,  to  the  President,  Post  Master  General  and  the  Con- 
gress  of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  a  mail  route  therein 
mentioned,"  was  received  by  the  House,  having  passed  the  Senate 
Dec  11,  1847,  and  was  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

Senate  bill  entitled,  **An  Act  to  abolish  the  pay  of  the  Adjutantand 
Inspector  Greneral  of  this  State,  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  read 
ing  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  entitled  ^'An  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to 
County  Commissioners,  was  read  and  ordered  for  seoxid  reading  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Governor  reUtive  to  the  public  Arms,  was 
read  and  referred  to  a  Committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  W.  M  Max- 
well, Scott  and  Smith. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Senate  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  in  relation  to  Roads  in  Columbia 
County,"  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  entitled  ^ An  Act  to  give  to  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts 
of  this  State,  the  power  to  impose  fines  and  penalties  in  criminal  V^- 
ses,'  was  received  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  to  authorize  the  executors  of  Creoive 
Kingsly,  deceased,  to  sell  certain  real  estate,"  wbb  placed  among  me 
orders  of  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  organise  Courts 
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of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida,"  wae  taken  up,  and  the  Houm 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Bfune.  After  some  deliberation  the  Conunittee  rose,  and  by 
their  Chairman,  Mr.  Aldrich,  reported  progress  and  aslced  leave  to 
sit  again ;  vi^iich  was  concurred  in. 

T^  House  then  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


8  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  and  there  was  a  quorum  present. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  Negroes 
into  the  county  of  Franklin,  in  tlus  State  for  hire,  belonging  to  non* 
residents,"  was  read  a  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  '*Resoluti(ms  relative  to  the  appointment  by  the  Governor,  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace,"  were  read  a  thud  time  and  passed  the  House* 

Senate  bill  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Asa  B.  Clark,  assignee 
of  Thomas  M.  White,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of 
its  passage,  the  vote  was — 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bry- 
an, Bumham,  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason, 
Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobait,  John- 
ston,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet, 
Quiggles,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Tanner,  Waterson — 30. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  said  bill  was  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  organise  Courts 
of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida,"  was,  on  motion,  takenfromamong 
the  orders,  and  the  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  for  the  consideration  thereof.  Afier  some  considera- 
tion, the  committee  rose,  and  by  their  chairman,  Mr.  Aldrich,  repor* 
ted  the  bill  with  amendments ;  which  was  received  and  concurrsd  in. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  Dec.  14,  1847, 

Tlie  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being  called 
there  was  a  quorum  present. 

Afier  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  journal 
of  yesteiday  was  read,  amended  and  approved. 

Mr.  Tanner  gave  notice  that  he  shall,  on  some  fiiture  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  ''An  Act  to  authorize  certain  persons 
to  establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Apalachicola  River  at  Chattahoochie. 

Mr.  Morrison  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "An  Act  to  change  the  time  for 
holding  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  Western  District" 

Mr.  Johnston  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  change  the  name  of  William  J.  McCau^v^. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Al£rich,  leave  was  granted  him  tointrwluce,  pur- 
;  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  to  authorize  the  Trea- 
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iOTBr  of  Alachua  ooun^to  pay  oyer  to  the  Tieamirer  of  Marion  coBn-^ 
tjy  the  amomit  of  the  Tax  in  his  hands  assessed  and  collected  lipon 
luids  Ijing  in  Maribn  county ;"  which  was  lead,  and  ordered  for  a 
second  reading  to-morrow* 

Also,  a  bill  entitled  ^^An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  to  organise  the 
Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  (^Florida,"  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chain,  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pur- 
suant to  previous  notice,  a  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  to  provide  for  die 
Collectors  of  Taxes,  and  other  officers  holding  public  monies,  to  re- 
mit the  same  to  the  Treasury  of  the  State,"  which  was  read  and  or- 
dered for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waterson,  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce, 
pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  ^An  Act  amendatory 
of  the  Criminal  Laws,  now  in  force  in  tins  State,"  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  the  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  this  State,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  Chancellors  and  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts, 
by  the  People  of  the  State :"  '^An  Act  to  regulate  pleadings  in  civil 
cases,  in  the  courts  of  Record  in  this  State :"  and  ^An  Act  to  change 
the  time  of  holding  elections  for  county  officers,"  were  taken  fitun  the 
table  and  placed  among  the  orders  <^  to-day. 

Mr.  Blackburn  presented  the  ^Tetition  of  Craven  6.  Fifo,  Clerk  of 
Jefierson  Circuit  Court,  relative  to  Stationary  furnished  by  him," 
which  wa?  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and 
Grievances,  with  instruction  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  the  following  Resolution  was  adopted. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  lUfpresenUOxoes  of  the  State 
of  Florida^  That  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  aforesaid,  will 
proceed  on  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,  M.,  to  the  election  of  a  Register 
of  Public  Lands,  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  Judge  of  the  South- 
em  Judicial  Circuit  for  this  State. 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  bill  to  exempt  jGrom  levy  and  sale  for  taxes,  under  certain 
circumstances,  ofiered  a  Report ;  which  was  received,  and  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Aldrich,  postponed  for  fiirther  consideration. 

The  accompanying  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  roading  to-morrow. 

The  Judiciary  Committee,  to  which  was  roforred  so  much  of  the 
Governor's  Message,  as  recommends  the  election  <^  Judges  by  the 
people,  offered  the  following  Report : 
The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of 

the   Governor's   Message,   as  recommends  the  election  of  the 

Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  by  the  people,  beg  leave  respectfully 

to  report : 

That  your  committee  have  deliberated  upon  the  subject-matter  of 
this  reference,  with  that  earnest  anxiety  which  the  magnitude  of  so 
great  a  change  in  the  Judicial  Department,  would  seem  to  demand. 
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But  before  considering  the  proposed  change,  its  extent  and  operatidn, 
or  the  propriet  J  of  its  introduction,  your  committee's  attention  hat 
been  necessarily  directed  to  the  high  source  whence  the  suggestioii 
emanates — the  Supreme  Executive  Power.  Himself  ^  a  (Ssdnct, 
separate,  independent,  and  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  GoTemment,'* 
the  Chief  Magistrate  proposes  to  destroy  the  tenure  of  office  of  a  like 
distinct,  separate,  independent,  and  co-ordinate  branch ;  and  recom- 
mends the  Legislature,  no  less  distinct  and  independent,  to  disrobe 
itself  of  high  constitutional  functions,  in  order  to  consummate  the 
measure. 

The  people  of  the  State  by  their  Constitution,  **  hare  divided  the 
**  powers  of  Government  into  three  distinct  departments,  and  each 
*•  of  them  confided  to  a  separate  body  of  magistracy,  to  wit :  Those 
•*  which  are  Legislative  to  one ;  those  which  are  Executive  to 
**  another ;  and  those  which  are  Judicial  to  another."  And  the  same 
paramount  law  infiises  into  each  its  powers  and  its  energies,  in  the 
mode  and  for  the  term  alike  indicated  by  the  same  high  sanctions. 
Again,  they  have  declared  in  the  same  sacred  instrument,  **  No  per- 
**  son  or  collection  of  persons,  being  one  of  those  departments,  shaQ 
♦*  exercise  any  power  properly  belonging  to  either  of  the  others,  ex- 
*♦  cept  in  the  instances  expressly  provided  in  the  Constitution."  We 
apprehend  the  closest  inspection  of  the  Constitution  will  fail  to  dis- 
close the  shadow  of  difference  in  the  independence  of  either  of  these 
co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Government ;  and  we  hazard  nothing 
in  saying,  that  it  was  the  clear  end  and  aim  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  that  each  should  ever  present  and  maintain  in  ftill  vigor 
its  appropriate  powers,  alike  subject  to  no  attack  nor  intrusion  fit)m 
either — alike  neither  making  nor  repelling  assault  Yet  the  Execu- 
tive Department  has  here  proclaimed  war  against  the  Judicial,  and 
invokes  the  Legislative  aid  to  make  efiectual  the  assault ;  nQr  does 
His  Excellency  appear  to  discern  that  he  does  likewise  assault  the 
independence  of  the  Legislature,  in  bringing  the  weight  of  his  au- 
thority, of  his  station,  of  his  opinions,  against  the  exercise  by  this 
Department,  of  constitutional  duty  plainly  committed  to  their  charge. 
Has,  indeed,  the  Constitution  &iled  to  throw  the  aegis  of  its  protec- 
tion over  the  Judicial  Department,  or  has  that  body  of  magistracy 
forfeited  its  independence  ?  Not  so.  That  absolute  distinctness  of 
these  departments  the  one  from  the  other — ^that  designed  separation— 
that  avowed  protection  to  each  from  intrusion  of  the  other,  in  its 
exercise  of  its  powers,  as  declared  in  the  Constitution,  are  but  to 
ensup  their  mutual  independence ;  and  the  experience  of  all  ages  has 
decblired,  that  such  an  independence  in  the  Judicial  Department  can 
never  be  attained,  unless  it  is  placed  by  the  Constitutional  power, 
**  equally  above  the  frowns  and  smiles  of  the  odier  co-ordinate 
branches  of  the  Government."  And  yet  all  this  has  availed  nothing, 
i^  indeed,  the  Judicial  Department  is  open  to  the  attacks  of  tlw 
Executive,  and  the  broad  shield  of  a  common  protection  is  nothing 
worth. 

Hi*  Excellency  the  Governor  **  regards  it  as  the  privilege,  nay,  he 
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consiclers  it  the  imperative  duty  imposed  upon  the  Execudve,  to  re* 
commend  to  the  Legislature  such  amendments  to  the  Constitution  as, 
in  his  judgment,  the  public  good  may  demand."  And  to  this  privi* 
lege,  and  to  this  duty,  he  duM^ems  no  limit*  But  your  committee 
have  with  great  care  examined  the  Constitutioh,  article  by  article, 
section  by  section,  and  they  are  unable  to  find  that  it  is  even  his 
privilege,  much  less  his  duty  or  his  right,  to  recommend  changes  of 
the  ConstitiKion.  The  duties  of  the  Executive  lie  withm  the  com- 
pass of  that  instrument  as  it  is,  not  over  and  bey<md  it.  He  is  to 
act  under  it,  not  to  change  nor  alter  it,  either  by  action  or  sugges- 
tion— neither  in  prompting  the  change,  nor  in  ratifying  it,  when  it  is 
made.  With  all  these  matters,  he  has  nothing  to  do ;  nor  are  your 
committee  at  all  able  to  reconcile  the  pretension,  with  that  other  dec- 
laration made  in  the  same  message,  '^That  the  General  Assembly 
^  is,  to  all  intents,  a  Convention  of  the  people,  when  amendments  to 
^*  the  Constitution  are  under  consideration,  and,  as  such,  entir^y  in- 
^  dependent  of  the  Executive." 

Your  committee  hold,  however,  that,  at  all  times,  and  on  all  sub- 
jects, the  Legislature,  when  acting  within  the  bounds  of  the  Con- 
stitution, are  independent  of  the  Executive  will,  nor  does  this  avowal 
at  all  conflict  with  the  fullest  exercise  by  the  Executive  of  his  lightfiil 
powers.  The  same  high  position  we  claim  for  this  Legislative  De- 
partment, we  accord  to  the  Judicial,  independent  alike  of  both.  Upon 
the  Executive  Department,  it  is  true,  it  is  enjoined  that  ^  He  shall, 
*^  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  Genend  Assembly  informaticm  of  the 
**  State  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration 
^  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient ;"  and,  again,  that  ^  He 
^  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  &ithfully  executed."  But  Uiese 
are  all  the  obligations  of  the  Constitution,  under  the  sanf^<ni  of 
vi4iich,  Executive  recommendations  are  to  come  to  this  Legislative 
body.  Is  a  proposition  to  overthrow  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
Government,  in^rmation  of  the  state  of  the  existing  government — 
rather  does  it  not  aim  so  &r  to  form  a  new  government  ?  Is,  indeed, 
a  radical  change  in  the  very  elemental  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
^  *  a  measure  designed  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,"  within 
the  intent  and  purview  of  that  instrument,  such  as  is  to  emanate  from 
the  Executive  authority?  Are  not  the  measures  embraced  within 
the  scope  of  the  Constitution,  legislative  measures  as  such — recog- 
nizing the  Constitution  as  it  is — ^looking  to  the  distribution  of  the 
powers  of  Government  as  there  made,  and  with  a  view  to  the  carry- 
ing <»i  that  government,  as  therein  devised.  The  claim  of  the 
Executive  to  suggest  and  propose  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  is 
at  war  with  the  delegation  of  powers  as  made ;  with  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  government  as  secured,  and  ut- 
terly at  variance  with  the  iiill  and  untrammeled  exercise  of  the  high 
and  commanding  functions  of  the  Legislature,  as  a  quasi  conventioa 
of  die  people.-  ft  is  confided  to  one  Legislature  to  initiate,  to  another 
to  perfect ;  and  in  the  exercise  of  so  high  prerogatives,  the  Legisla- 
thre  Department  can,  with  safety,  pn^riety,  and  independence,  admit 
no  intrusion. 
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But  let  us  Mk,  which  shoidd  be  the  stronger  recommetMktion  to 
the  Legislative  Department — the  already  existing  Constitution,  the 
express  written  announcement  of  the  people's  will,  the  supreme  law, 
which  they  have  enacted,  or  a  bare  suggestion  from  the  Executive, 
on  his  own  mere  motion,  on  his  own  responsibility,  in  absolute  con- 
tradiction of  that  will  ?  Does  it  not  follow,  necessarily,  if  the  Con- 
stitntion  be  the  people's  will,  that  it  shall  be  obeyed  and  respected  as 
8uch ;  that  we  sluMikl  look  to  the  people  who  have  expressed  it, 
themselves  to  indicate  a  change. 

The  present  suggestion,  then,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
is  the  suggestion  of  a  single  citizen — hokling  at  this  time,  it  is  true, 
Executive  authority,  but  presenting  this  proposal  to  the  Legislature 
with  no  sanction  whatsoever  of  official  right*  We  have  not  before 
us  the  expression  of  the  people's  will,  calling  for  change  in  the  fun- 
damental law*  They  have  not  by  their  voice  in  the  primary  assem- 
Uies,  declared  against  the  tenure  and  mode  of  appointment  of  the 
judiciary.  They  have  not  sent  here  their  recorded  condemnation 
<^  the  present  system — but  their  solemnly  expressed  will  in  Con- 
vention remains  undisturbed  to  this  day.  ^  Whence  come  wars, 
and  rumors  of  wars  ?"  From  what  source  emanates  this  threatened 
invasion,  and  at  what  hour,  abd  under  what  circumstances,  was  the 
invasion  planned  1  Meditated  by  the  Executive,  as  he  tolls  us,  before 
the  first  session  of  the  Legislature — ^before  the  Judicial  Department 
was  organized,  even  before  it  had  any  being— even  before  trial — the 
constitutional  plan  of  appointment  of  judges,  was  condemned,  and 
the  solemn  determination  of  the  people  in  Convention  met  with 
Executive  disfavor,  and  fell  into  Executive  dis-esteem !  Delayed,  to 
be  suggested  at  the  first  session  under  State  Government,  (as  declared 
to  the  last  General  Assembly,)  '^  only  from  an  apprehension,  that  its 
^  consideration  might  have  a  tendency  to  embarrass  the  Legislature 
^  in  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  were  deemed  indispensable  to 
^  its  speedy  organization,"  his  Excellency  did  yet,  on  die  20th  Nov., 
1846,  propose  to  the  last  Legislature, ''  that  the  election  of  Judges 
'^  of  the  Circuit  Court  be  hereafter  made  by  the  people  by  general 
**  ticket  firom  the  whole  State,  and  that  their  term  of^  service  be  limited 
**  to  not  less  than  five,  nor  more  than  ten  years." 

And  here  let  us  pause  and  reflect  Might  not  any  one  reasonably 
suppose,  that  if  such  recommendation  met  with  public  &vor,  we 
would  have  received,  ere  this,  expressions  to  that  effect  from  the  peo- 
ple themselves  ?  That  thus  appealed  to  by  their  Chief  Magistrate, 
to  change  the  machinery  of  Government  the  moment  it  was  set  in 
motion,  the  people  wouki  (had  the  appeal  met  their  approval,)  have 
so  declared  ?  Might  not  their  primary  assemblies  be  expected  to 
call  for  a  Convention  of  the  people,  to  modify  the  Constitution,  had 
such  appeal  met  that  universal  bunt  of  sympathy,  no  doubt  looked 
for  by  the  projector  ?  But  fiir  otherwise  was  the  result.  With  the 
last  Legislature,  this  innovation  fiMmd  scarce  an  approving  voice,  if 
we  may  judge  firom  the  total  silence  which  that  suggestion  met.  Nor 
htm  the  case  altered  with  the  great  body  of  the  people  since*    No- 
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where  are  they  clamorous  for  change— but  to  this  hour,  lo  fiur  as  we 
know,  all  their  desires  coalesce  in  the  present  existing  Constitutioii. 
And  in  this  view,  your  committee  would  recommend  to  this  House, 
some  considerations  which  should  not  be  lost  sight  o(  in  the  exercise 
of  the  hi^h  powers  entrusted  to  our  keeping,  as  a  part  of  the  Legis« 
lative  Department  In  almost  all  that  comes  before  us  of  ordinaiy 
legislation,  we  wait  for  some  expression  of  the  will  of  those  vipon 
whom  proposed  legislation  is  to  operate.  How  much  more  esseiiial 
is  this  to  be  considered,  when  we  would  alter  a  written  Constitutioii. 
We  should  not  of  our  own  minds,  or  instigated  by  suggestions,  other 
than  from  the  people  themselves,  make  changes,  because  we  have 
the  power.  We  should'  not  prompt  the  people  to  be  dissatisfied  with 
their  Government.  Once  regard  changes,  and  revisions,  and  altera- 
tions in  the  Constitution,  as  ordinaiy  subject-matter  of  legisladon, 
and  to  what  do  we  reduce  a  written  Constitution  ?  Is  it  any  longer 
a  superior  paramount  law — the  embodiment  of  the  expressed  will  of 
the  people  ?  Do  we  not,  in  efiect,  deny  it  all  such  force,  even  as 
ovidlence  of  what  that  will  was,  i^  without  expression  from  the  peo- 
ple, we  make  this,  or  any  other  change  ?  li^  in  the  absence  of  such 
indications,  we  pass  a  bill  to  alter  the  Constitution,  do. we  not,  in  ef- 
feet,  call  upon  the  people,  at  our  instance,  to  show  cause  before  the 
next  General  Assembly,  why  their  fundamental  law  should  notbe  td- 
tered?  And  does  not  this  reduce  the  people's  will  to  that  of  a  naere 
veto  power  ?  Your  committee  see  that  such  consequences  result,  and 
others  in  their  train,  as  evil  in  their  effect  as  fortuitous  in  their  origin. 
Kut  in  view  of  this  Message,  it  would  seem  that  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  has  altogether  lost  sight  of  the  &ct,  that  the  present  Con- 
stitution is  the  expressed  will  of  the  people — ^that  the  Government  as 
devised  is  the  government  of  their  choice — that  the  distribution  of 
the  powers  of  government  was  by  them  made  as  it  is  made.  The 
Legislature  is  reminded,  is  cautioned,  in  a  tone  between  that  of  ex- 
postulation ao^  reproof, — "the  Legislature  certainly  will  not  disregard 
another  very  important  consideration,  namely,  that  a  durect  vote  by 
the  people  for  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  is  their  undoubted  right — 
a  right  hitherto  withheld"  We  know  not  in  what  sense  to  interpret 
such  language — in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  as  unsound  in  sen- 
timent, as  it  is  inappropriate  in  application.  The  power  to  elect 
Circuit  Judges  resides  with  the  Legislature.  Is  it  to  be  understood, 
that,  in  \4ew  of  the  Executive,  the  Legislature  are  exercising  an 
usurped  power — a  power  against  right — that,  while  the  power  is 
with  us,  the  right  is  with  another  ?  "A  right  hitherto  withheld !" 
Your  committee  would  repel  such  an  imputation,  and  show  the  war- 
rant for  the  exercise  of  its  high  privileges — the  Constitution  of  the 
State.  Can  that  right  be  said  to  be  witUield  firom  the  people,  which 
the  people  have  themselves  delegated  ?  In  the  same  way,  and  with 
an  ^ual  propriety,  it  may  be  said,  wheresoever  the  Constitution  has 
distributed  any  one  power,  or  provided  one  mode  of  its  exercise,  that 
the  right  is  withheld  to  have  that  mode  changed,  that  power  other- 
wise distributed.     And  thus  every  Department  of  the  Govenuneat 
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is  ezerebuig  '^undodbCed  rights  of  the  people— rights  hitherto  with« 
held."  In  t£as  eomziMm  usurpation,  His  Excellency  must  alike  share  f 
for  in  the  same  way  it  may  be  said,  that  an  annual  election  for  Gov* 
emor  is  the  undoubted  right  of  the  people,  a  right  hitherto  withheld* 

But  your  Committee  consider  that  under  a  written  Constitution  no 
right  is  withheld  while  that  Constitution  is  obeyed,  but  only  when  it 
is  violated.  Do  they  withhold  the  right,  who  honor  the  Constitution 
and  recognize  that  sacred  instrument  as  the  voice  of  the  people  ever 
speaking  to  us,  and  proclaiming  their  will  ?  Rather  do  not  they  with- 
hold the  right,  who  fail  to  discern  that  voice,  who  make  light  of  that 
will  ?  Do  not  they  withhold  the  right  who  throw  impediments  in  the 
way  of  the  Constitution — ^who  carp  at  it,  and  reduce  it  into  disesteem 
— who  hawk  at  it  and  tear  it,  till  scarce  a  feature  of  its  own  self  will 
be  left — the  miserable  shreds  and  patches  which  a  spirit  of  innova- 
tion will  choose  to  leave  intact  of  the  Constitution  of  a  free  people. 

In  this  connexion,  your  Committee  cannot  forbear  presenting  the 
proceedingB  of  that  Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution  at  8U 
Joseph's,  so  &r  as  the  same  relates  to  the  Judiciary  Department  The 
Committee  on  that  subject  were  Messrs.  Allen,  Westcott,  Baltzell, 
Ward  and  Partridge.    (See  p.  12  of  the  JoumaL) 

They  reported  &e  present  Judicial  system.  (See  pages  24,  25, 
26,  of  the  Journal.)  In  committee  of  the  whole,  that  Report  was  dis- 
cussed, and  on  page  51,  of  the  same  Journal,  will  be  found  the  fol- 
lowing, viz : 

^  Mr.  Bartlett  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  '  elected,'  in 
^.  the  2d  line  of  the  11th  section,  and  insert  by  the  ^qualified  electors ;' 
•*  and  the  ayes  and  nays  being  called,  were — 

^Ayxs — Messrs.  Bartlett,  Crichton,  Read  of  Leon,  Sanchez, 
**  Watts,  Westcott>— 6. 

"Nays — Mr.  President,  (Robert  Raymond  Reid)  Messrs.  Allen, 
**  Anderson,  Baltzell,  Bellamy  of  Jefferson,  Bellamy  of  Jackson,  Bird, 
"  Blount,  Brooks,  Brown  of  Monroe,  Brown  of  Leon,  Bunce,  Cooper, 
"  Duval,  Fitzpatrick,  Garey,  Garrason,  Haddock,  Hooker,  Hunter, 
**  Jenckes,  Levy,  Long,  Malone,  Marvin,  Mays,  McClellan,  MoKin- 
"  non,  McLean,  McGehee,  McCants,  Meacham,  Morton,  Partridge, 
"  Parkhill,  Roche,  Robbins,  Semmes,  Stephens,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
"  Waid,  Webb,  White,  Wood,  Woodward,  Wright,  Wyatt— 48. 

"  So  the  motion  was  lost." 

Thus  then,  it  will  be  seen,  that  as  8  to  1  were  the  friends  of  the 
existing  system  of  election  of  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  by  the 
Legislature,  against  the  fiiends  of  the  proposed  system  of  election  by 
the  people.  And  in  view  of  so  wonderftd  a  unanimity  in  the  adoption 
of  the  present  mode  of  election,  would  it  not  perhaps  be  more  in 
place  ftnr  us,  to  await  the  evidence  of  a  change  of  sentiment  in  the 
people,  rather  than  to  anticipate  it — to  let  it  lead  us,  rather  than  for 
us  to  fbrestal  its  action.  Accustomed  to  regard  the  will  of  a  major- 
i^  as  republican  principle,  why  is  it,  that  this  most  emphatic  expres- 
sion is  allowed  no  force,  is  permitted  no  sanction  ?  Why  is  it  that 
even  befinre  the  organization  of  the  Judicial  Department,  the  Supreme 
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Executive  Power  meditates  of  its  own  mind,  and  propoeet  of  its  own 
authority,  a  destructiye  assault  upon  this  particular  feature  of  the 
Constitution  ?  an  assault  inyolved  in  which  is  an  attadc  mion  each 
co-ordinata  branch  of  the  Government — upon  the  Judicial  Depart- 
ment, to  change  the  tenure  of  office  and  the  mode  of  election — inxm 
the  Legislative  Department,  to  disrobe  it  <^  high  Constitutional  ri^ite: 
an  assault,  we  will  say,  in  each  view,  having  for  its  object  the  utter 
overthrow  of  the  expressed  will  of  the  people.  Are  the  people  indeed 
regarded  *^  as  their  own  worst  enemies,  and  are  they  to  be  saved 
from  themselves  ?"  Else  why  not  honor  and  respect  the  indications 
of  their  will  ?  Why  not  regard  wbk  &vor,  the  work  of  their  own 
hands  ?  But  his  Excellency  is  pleased  to  declare  that  ^  it  b  diflicoh 
to  account  for  the  existing  anomaly  in  our  State  Constitution,  which 
forbids  to  the  people  a  voice  in  the  selection  of  their  Judges."  Here 
again,  we  apprehend,  is  an  abuse  of  terms.  Have  they  not  a  voicet 
do  they  not  speak  by  their  agents  ?  in  the  mode  of  their  own  ap- 
pointment ?  And  who  have  forbidden  the  people— 4he  people  them- 
selves. But  this  delegation  of  the  right  of  choice,  is  termed  **  an 
anomaly"  Now  an  anomaly  is  defineid  to  be  ^  a  demotion  from  a 
common  rule,"  Can  that  mode  of  election  be  an  anomaly  which  is 
in  accordance  with  the  practice,  and  approved  by  the  experience  of 
ages  :  which  has  obtained  in  the  United  States  for  over  seventy  years, 
which  his  Excellency  himself  elsewhere  declares  was  derived  from 
our  English  ancestors  ?  Is  not  rather  the  novel  and  scarcely  tried 
theory  now  commended,  without  the  evidence  of  approval  of  one  gen- 
eration, even  in  the  confines  of  a  single  State  of  the  Union-— is  not 
that  rather  to  be  termed  '*  an  anomaly?"  And  should  not  those  who 
propose  it  do  more  than  satisfy  us,  that  it  wUl  work  equally  well  with 
the  existing  system  ?  Your  committee  do  not  regard  that  legislation 
as  sound  which  makes  a  change  upon  promise  of  equal  good^  how- 
soever vouched  for — ^which  gives  up  practical  blessings  for  mere 
speculative  advantages.  But  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  to 
warrant  throwing  down  the  foundations  which  have  been  laid  in  the 
experience  of  ages,  positive,  superior  and  pennanent  advantages, 
should  be  secur^.  And  yet  the  utmost  that  his  Excellency  the  Gro- 
vernor — the  most  sanguine  advocate  for  this  innovation — is  able  to 
promise  us,  is,  that  the  system  proposed,  will  ^  secure  the  selection 
of  Judges  not  less  vigilarU  in  the  discharge  ofiheir  diitieSf  and  in  other 
respects  equally  entitled  to  public  confidence  with  those  selected  by 
intermediate  agents"  the  Legislature.  And  your  committee  might 
rest  here,  and  boldly  assert  that  no  Legislature  would  be  warranted 
in  overturning  existing  institutions  to  secure  an  equal  good  with  that 
already  secured. 

But  if  your  committee  can  discover  no  official  warrant  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive not  charged  with  this  subject  for  this  recommeiidatioii-— if 
they  can  find  no  resident  power  nor  sanction  involved  in  the  Consti- 
tution reposed  in  him  for  this  purpose — if  they  discom  these  assauUs 
upon  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Grovemment  to  be  unwarranted 
by  the  Supreme  law,  and  violative  of  the  independence  of  these  De- 
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partinent»-*if  they  feel  assored  the  Legislature  ought  not  to  rest  satis- 
fied  with  the  promise  of  an  equal  good  in  making  changes  of  the 
Constitution— -still  less  do  we  think  the  Legislature  could  repose 
safely  upon  the  arguments  on  which  such  recommended  change  is 
founded. 

And  your  conumttee  does  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  to  change  el- 
ementary principles  like  these— io  re-distribute  powers  of  Govern- 
ment of  the  most  transcendent  importance,  a  Convention  of  the  Peo- 
ple would  be  the  fittest  mode,  and  alone  ouffht  to  be  deemed  sufficient 
warrant  When  the  people  demand  so  radical  a  change  of  a  con- 
stituent department  of  the  Government,  your  committee  deem  that 
so  grave  a  question  should  only  be  detenmned  by  a  convention  itself 
— ^whose  word  should  have  a  sanction  and  a  power  denied,  it 
would  seem,  to  the  last  expression  of  their  wiU.  But  least  of  all  in 
anv  event,  should  the  Legislature  make  surrender  of  high  powers  and 
delicate  fimctions  commixed  to  their  care  and  exercise,  of  their  own 
mere  moti<m,  or  at  other  suggestion  than  that  of  the  people,  at  whose 
hands  they  received  the  delegated  trust.  Any  other  principle  is  in 
defiance  of  the  wiU  of  the  people,  nor  coukl  the  Legislature,  entrus- 
ted as  it  is  with  high  constitotionai  fimodons,  adopt  with  propriety, 
(we  might  say  with  honor)  in  the  absence  of  expression  of  the  wUl 
of  the  people,  that  system  which  the  Executive  declares  ^U  is  Jus 
desire"  to  kene  estabiisked.  But  his  ExceUency,  inviting  us  to  change, 
only  on  promise  of  equal  good,  refers  us  fer  the  likelihood  of  those 
promises  being  realized  to  the  experience  of  other  States.  So  lim- 
ited is  this  field  in  comparison  with  the  very  general  existence  of  our 
own  or  kindred  systems,  that  experience  in  an  isolated  case,  even  if 
wholly  satisfectory,  would  be  but  as  one  instance  against  the  general 
rale.  New  York  has,  under  her  new  Constitution,  caused  all  her 
fudges  to  be  elected  by  the  people.  So  short  has  been  this  general 
change,  that  as  vet  no  tme  test  of  its  virtues  can  be  found.  But  we 
do  know  that  ^uie  very  fitthers"  of  that  Republic  look  on  with  fear- 
fiil  apprehension  to  this  very  hour  for  the  operation  of  that  system. 
But  that  State  has  fer  years  past  possessed  the  most  striking  eviden- 
ces on  which,  to  say  the  least,  to  feund  i^prehensions  of  its  success. 
Her  Senate,  under  the  old  Constitution,  formed  a  constituent  part  of 
^e  Supreme  Court  for  the  correction  of  errors — the  highest  Judicial 
tribunal  in  the  State*  Yet  we  have  the  word  of  the  great  and  vene- 
rable Ambrose  Spencer,  in  his  appeal  to  his  feUow  citizens  against 
the  adoption  of  this  new  Constitution,  for  this  startling  declaration : 
Speaking  of  those  Senators,  ^We  have  seen  (says  he)  Senators 
either  expeUed  for  corruption,  or  resigiiinff  to  avoid  expulsion. 
We  have  seen  men  occupying  distinguished  places  in  the  State,  after 
trial  indignantly  reje<^ed  by  the  people,  as  impostors  and  igno- 
ramuses." And  yet  these  men  were  elected  €u  Judges  as  well  as 
Senators f  and  that  in  a  most  refined,  enlightened  and  pqmkus  State  ; 
and  the  pe<N>le  believed  them  to  be  honest  and  capable  and  sincere. 

Equally  do  they  misapjn^hend,  who  imagine  that  the  ejection  to 
the  proposed  system  ^  grows  cot  of  any  lingering  distrust  of  the  capa- 
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city  of  the  people  for  seltgovemineiit."  On  the  contraiy,  a  firm  be* 
lief  in  that  capacity  lies  at  ^e  basis  of  all  our  institutions,  am)  almie 
gives  the  guaranty  of  their 'permanency  and  success.  Did  indeedf 
our  patriot  fathers  of  the  revolution — they  who  first  proclaimed — they 
who  first  proved  this  great  problem  of  self-government— <lid  they  in* 
deed  have  a  lingering  distrust  still  in  the  CMAcity  of  the  people,  when 
they  universally  established  the  system  of  election  of  Judges  by  in- 
termediate agents  1  Had  they  not  known  rather  by  bitter  experience 
of  the  past,  how  necessary  a  thing  it  was  to  make  the  Judiciary  in- 
dependent, and  was  not  the  present  system  devised  with  that  end ; 
that  the  Judges  of  the  land,  stem,  upright  and  independent,  might 

«  with  firm  and  skillfiil  hnd 
<*  Uphold  the  laws,  and  keep  them  erer 
**  AboTe  the  proud  man's  violence, 
'*  Within  the  poor  man's  reach." 

Accord  to  the  people  the  most  keen  discernment  of  character  and  the 
most  accurate  judgment  of  men  and  measures-^yet  the  peo[^  can 
only  judge  upon  nets  presented,  or  where  the  means  of  forming  judg- 
ment are  ali«ady  within  their  knowledge.  Of  the  principles  a^ 
capacity  of  candidates  for  political  offices,  the  opportunity  of  their 
exhibition  is  usually  long  continued,  ample  and  sufficient,  and  the 
people  have  abundant  means  of  forming  correct  judgment  with  the 
aid  of  their  own  discernment,  knowledge  of  human  character,  and  c( 
the  springs  of  human  action.  Yet  the  qualities  proper,  the  attain* 
ments  essential  to  the  performance  of  judicial  fimctims,  at  the  same 
time  they  are  less  seen  and  Known,  are  not  in  their  nature,  suscepti- 
ble of  being  so  accurately  defined  or  so  fiilly  investigated.  Again, 
the  declarations  of  ojnnion  on  political  subjects  put  forth  by  candi- 
«iates  forpolitical  stations,  give  to  the  people  in  some  sort,  a  guide  to 
the  dedsion  of  their  fitness.  But  what  can  the  people  predK»te  of 
an  avowal  by  a  candidate  for  the  Bench,  that  he  will  prove  honest, 
capable,  fitithfiil  to  his  trust  ?  No  man  can  avow  more— no  man  can 
avow  less — and  what  clew  will  this  give  either  to  his  princi{des  or 
his  practice,  either  in  public  or  private  life?  And  yet  of  the  vast 
vote  cast  at  such  an  election  for  general  ticket  throughout  this  State, 
how  few  wiU  have  ever  seen,  how  much  fewer  will  mive  ever  known 
the  candidates  between  whom  they  will  be  called  to  select?  Were 
accurate  and  reliable  information  accorded  to  the  people,  we  well 
know  they  could  and  would  discriminate :  but  the  misfortune  is  they 
will  be  called  upon  and  required  to  decide  without  having  the  means 
of  information  essential  to  the  sound  exercise  of  chmoe. 

Must  not  the  people,  then,— the  vast  ma)ority,  we  mean — take  on 
trust  '^  those  of  their  public  servants  who,  peihaps,  of  all  others,  have 
the  most  to  do  with  taking  care  of  their  intereflis,"  and  may  they  not 
themselves  be  made  to  suBer  fi-om  the  abuse  of  their  confidence. 

With  a  desire  to  notice  every  argument  advanced  by  his  Elxcel- 
lency,  the  Governor,  we  are  obliged  to  advert  to  one  passage  includ- 
ed within  this  reference.  While  we  agree  with  him  that  ^an  in- 
competent or  fidthless  Judge  may  render  practically  worthless  the 
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best  system  of  laws,"  (and  this,  we  apprehend,  howsoever  elected  or 
appointed,)  we  cannot  see  how,  under  our  Constitution,  forbidding  to 
each  Department  the  exercise  of  any  power  properly  belonging  to 
another,  ^  that  an  honest  Judge  has  it  in  his  power  to  avoid  many  of 
the  evils  of  hasty  legislation."  We  have  been  taught  that  *'  the  courts 
must  declare  the  sense  of  the  law,  and  if  they  should  be  disposed  to 
exercise  tnU  instead  ofjudgmenty  the  consequence  would  be  the  sub- 
stitution of  their  pleasure  to  that  of  the  legislative  body."  Thus,  to 
^  avoid  the  evils  of  hasty  legislation,"  the  Judges  would  have  to  de- 
cide when  the  legislative  will  shaU  have  the  force  of  law  and,  again, 
when  it  shall  not  receive  their  judicial  approbation.  The  sphere  of 
an  independent,  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government  would  be  in- 
vated,  and  the  Constitution  set  at  naught* 

But  the  proposal  of  such  a  corrective,  imputes  at  least,  the  existence 
of  a  isLvli  to  be  corrected,  and  thatj  a  fault  in  the  immediate  represen- 
tatives of  the  people,  elected  by  the  popular  vote.  And  is  it  not  fair 
to  reason  from  these  his  own  premises,  that  if  the  immediate  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  selected  in  asnaXL  districts  and  well-known, 
personally  and  politically,  to  the  large  majoritv  of  their  constituents, 
are.so  liable  to  great  fiuilts  within  the  sphere  of  their  action,  as  to  call 
fin*  the  Judiciaiy  to  overstep  the  bounds  of  their  Constitutioiial  power 
to  apply  a  remedy,  that  we  may  look  for  yet  greater  &ult9  in  those 
very  Judges,  proposed  to  be  selected  by  General  Ticket  from  the 
State  at  Urge,  and  who  of  necessity  will  be  personally  unknown  to 
the  great  b^y  of  the  people  ?  Does  not  his  Excellency  by  thus  im- 
puting evils  of  magnitude  to  the  immediate  agents  of  the  people,  im- 
peach that  very  inmllibility  on  which  his  whole  argument  for  innova- 
tion rests  ? 

But  your  Committee  forbear  to  pursue  this  subject  further,  or  more 
to  dilate  upon  the  disadvantages  of  the  proposed  system.  The  argu- 
ment against  it,  it  is  difficult  to  exhaust. 

Charged  as  your  Committee  are  with  the  subject  of  the  Judiciary, 
they  have  deemed  themselves  specially  called  on,  to  vindicate  the  in- 
dependence of  that  Department,  and  to  repel  assault^  made  upon  it. 

Tour  Committee  are  of  but  one  opinion  upon  the  subject  embraced 
in  this  reference.  We  believe  the  election  of  Judges  by  the  people, 
to  be  uncalled  for  and  inexpedient  We  rewBod  the  existing  system 
as  the  fiivorite  of  our  people,  and  the  proof  of  it  we  have  embodied  in 
this  Report.  It  secures  the  independence  of  the  Judges,  and  places 
them  &r  above  the  frowns  and  smiles  alike  of  the  other  co-oiiiinate 
branches  of  the  Government.  It  is  in  the  line  of  safe  precedent,  a 
system  under  which  our  fethers  have  lived  in  the  full  fruition  of  every 
right,  in  the  frdl  protection  of  ''life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness."  And  we  may  rest  assured,  that  if  these  rights  are  not  secur- 
ed to  us  and  our  children,  it  will  not  grow  out  of  the  present  distribu- 
tion of  the  powers  of  Grovemment,  nor  of  the  mode  of  election  or  ten- 
ure of  office  of  our  functionaries ;  the  feult  will  lie  elsewhere  than  in 
the  people— elsewhere  than  in  their  Constitution :  for  by  rendering 
the  Judiciary  stable  and  independent,  the  people  have  accorded  to  the 
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sentiment  of  ages,  that  an  independent  Judiciary  is  the  finnest  sup- 
port of  private  rights  and  public  happiness.  All  of  which  is  respect- 
luUy  submitted. 

THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 
Chaimumqfihe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Which  was  received,  and  on  motion  d  Mr.  Blackburn,  75  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Senate  ^Resolutiim  relative  to  adjournment,  sine  die,  oa  22d  inst., 
was  received,  and  ordered  for  a  secoiid  reading  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  more  paiticul^ly  to  define  Mortgage 
Liens,"  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

House  Preamble  and  Resolutions  relative  to  pre-emption  rights  in 
this  State,  were  returned  from  the  Senate,  having  passed  that  body 
Dec  13,  1847,  and  were  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

A  message  from  the  Governor,  relative  to  public  lands,  wm  read, 
and  with  accompanying  documents  referred  to  the  committee  on 
schools  and  colleges. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  make  the  certificates  of  the  Treasurer 
of  this  State  receivable  in  payment  of  all  public  dues  :  was  taken  up, 
and  the  House  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  for 
the  consideration  of  the  same.  The  committee  rose,  and  by  their 
chairman,  Mr.  Chain,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again, 
which  was  concurred  in. 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

8  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  and  again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill  entitled  ''An  Act  to  make  the  certificates 
of  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  receivable  in  payment  oCaM  public  dues." 
Alter  some  deliberation  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman, 
Mr.  Aldrich,  reported  the  Bill  back,  without  amendments,  which  was 
concurred  in. 

The  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  organize  Courts 
of  Probate  fi>r  the  State  of  Florida,"  was  read  a  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Senate  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  the  executors  of  Geoige 
Kingsley,  deceased,  to  sell  real  estate,"  was  taken  up,  and  the  House 
again  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  tor  the  considera- 
tion of  the  same. 

After  deliberation,  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman, 
Mr.  Forward,  reported  the  Bill  back  vnth  amendbnents,  which  was 
concurred  in.  The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
the  amendments  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-m(«- 
row. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Bryant  obtained  leave  of  absence  finom  to-morrow 
1  o'clock  P.  M.  till  Monday  next 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  10  o'clock. 
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Wedttxsdat,  Dec.  15,  1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being  called 
there  was  a  quorum  present. 

After  prayer  by  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  journal  of 
yesterday  vas  read,  amended  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bkickbum,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Shields,  leave  was 
granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice  by  Mr.  Shields, 
a  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  Sarah  A.  Alston,"  which 
was  read  and  ordered  fer  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  leave  was  granted  him  to 
introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a  biU  to  be  entitled  ^An  Act  to 
organize  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida,"  which  was  read, 
ai^  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second  time  by  title,  and  referred  to 
a  Select  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Morrison,  Chain,  Hobart, 
Cook  and  Hagner. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell  gave  notice  that,  on  to-morrow,  he  will  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  transfer  to  the  trustees  of 
T.  1,  R.  1,  S  ^  E.,  of  all  moneys,  notes,  and  securities  raised,  by 
lease  of  the  16th  sections  in  said  township. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forward,  the  bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  make  the 
Certificates  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  receivable  in  payment  of 
all  jpublic  dues,"  was  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chain,  the  bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  repeal  an  act 
entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  a  Tariffof  Fees,  approv. 
ed  Feb.  15, 1834,  and  which  was  approved  Dec.  27,  1845,"  was  ta- 
ken from  the  table,  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  to-day. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  documents  relative  to  the  bill 
which  has  passed  the  House,  authorizing  the  Governor  to  commis- 
sion Justices  of  the  Peace  in  certain  cases,  be  transmitted  to  the  Se- 
nate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce, 
pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  change  the 
name  of  W.  J.  McCaughan,"  which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  sec- 
ond reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell  presented  the  "Petition  of  B.  G.  Thornton, 
relative  to  the  buUding  of  the  Capitol,"  which  was  read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Crawford  presented  the  "Petition  of  A.  Hall,  Sheriff  of  Wa- 
kulla county,  relative  to  official  services  bv  him  rendered,"  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  Qie  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  the  "Certificate  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  for 
Wakulla  comity,  relative  to  refimding  to  John  Stone,  certain  Taxes 
by  him  heretofore  paid,"  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  PropositMMis  and  Grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  it  was 

Resolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  be  in- 
structed to  examine  the  fee  bills  of  public  officers  of  this  State,  common- 
ly called  the  TarifiTof  Fees,  and  report  to  this  House  what  reductions 
thereiB  ought  to  be  made ;  and,  fiuther,  inquire  into  the  expediency 
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of  repealing  all  laws  which  allow  recourse  over  against  thp  State, 
upon  the  &ilure  of  defendants  in  criminal  cases  paying  the  costs 
awarded  against  them. 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  be  in« 
structed  to  inquire  and  report,  whether  it  will  be  advisable  to  invest  the 
County  Commbsioners  in  the  several  counties  in  this  State,  with  the 
powers  and  jurisdiction  ex  officio  of  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

The  foUowing  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges, 
was  received  and  concurred  in,  viz : 
The  Commiitee  oij/l  Schoob  and  Colleges,  to  whom  was  referred  a 

report  of  the  Register  of  Public  Lai^  pn^sing  the  amendment 

of  laws  relative  to  the  State  lands,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  approve  of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Register, 
and  in  accordance  therewith,  recommend  the  House  to  make  the 
same  dbposition  of  all  moneys  received,  or  that  shall  hereafter  be 
received,  from  the  General  Government,  fi>r  the  purpose  of  education, 
as  is  prescribed  for  the  surplus  arising  from  the  sales  of  Seminary 
lands.  They,  also,  recommend,  that  the  second,  third,  and  fourth 
sections  of  act  No.  24,  of  1846,  be  rep6«Jed ;  and  that  the  fifl&  sec- 
tion of  act  No.  23,  of  1846,  be  substituted  therefor,  as  it  makes 
nearly  the  same  provisions  as  the  former  sections  combined,  and  is 
more  concise,  practicable,  and  economical  in  its  operation. 

The  committee  disapprove  of  the  suggestion  of  the  Reffister  to 

employ  a  deputy  in  his  office,  as  all  expe^tures  of  the  school  money, 

not  absolutely  necessary,  should  be  avoided. 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  introduce  two  bills  to  efl^  the  amendments 

proposed,  and  to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration  of  the  sulnect. 

JOHN  TANNER,  Chaimum. 

The  enclosed  bilb  entitled  '^  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provMle  for 
the  sale  of  the  lands  granted  to  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  Internal 
Improvements,"  and  *'An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  the  office 
of  Regbter  of  Public  Lands  forthe  State  of  Florida,"  were  read  ordered 
for  a  second  reading  on  Friday  next  and  76  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  was  receiv- 
ed  and  concurred  in,  viz : 
The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  account  of  Dr. 

R.  E.  Little,  for  medical  services  on  John,  (a  sbve,)  priscmer  in 

Gadsden  county  jail,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 

beg  leave  to  report : 

Tluit  the  account  exhibited  to  them,  sets  forth  that  Doctor  R.  E. 
Little  was  in  attendance  twelve  days,  from  the  12th  to  the  S^kh  Sep- 
tember, inclusive,  upon  a  prisoner  of  State,  which  b  certified  to  by 
the  Sheriff  of  Gadsden  county.  The  fee  bill  allows  seventy-five 
cents  per  diem  in  such  cases  ;  but  as  there  b  no  provision  for  medi- 
cine, the  committee  recommend-  that  the  claimant  be  allowed  six 
dollars  in  that  behalf  and  the  further  sum  of  nine  dollars  for  hb  per 
diem.  The  committee,  therefore,  respectfoUy  submit  the  foUowing 
biU,  and  beg  leave  to  be  discharged  from  forther  c<msideration  of  the 
subject  A.  COLLINS,  CJkdrmmu 
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The  enclosed  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  R.  E.  Lit- 
tie,"  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  to  which  was  referred  a  Message  from  the  Gov- 
emor,  relative  to  the  Public  Arms,  made  the  following  Report,  viz : 
The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  Message  fit>m  the 
Grovemor,  relative  to  the  public  arms,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  have  visited  the  State  Armoiy,  uid  ini^>ected  the  arms 
and  equipments,  and  found  them  in  exceUent  condition.  The  anno* 
rer,  Gre<»ge  W.  Hutchins,  appointed  by  the  Grovemor  for  the  past 
year,  has  bestowed  much  labor  in  their  preservation,  and  been  at 
considerable  expense.  Your  committee  recommend  an  appropriation 
of  $250,  for  the  reimbursing  and  payment  of  said  annorer.  Your 
committee  recommend  that  the  keeping  and  preservation  of  the  pub« 
lie  arms  in  future,  be  under  the  care  and  direction  of  the  Quarter- 
master General ;  and  as  there  is  no  salary  attached  to  that  office, 
and  it  is  an  office  of  great  responsibility,  expense,  and  trouble,  with 
onerous  duties,  your  committee  recommend  an  appropriation  of  the 
sum  of  #800  per  year,  to  be  paid  to  said  QuarteriKuister  Greneral,  as 
a  remuneration  for  said  services. 

Your  conunittee  would  forther  recommend  the  fitting  up  the 
basement  rooms  of  the  Capitol  for  a  place  of  deposit  for  the  said 
arms  in  foture,  and  that  said  basement  rooms  be  fitted  up,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Quartermaster  General,  in  such  manner  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  and  best  for  the  safe-keeping  and  preservation  of  the 
same,  and  for  that  purpose,  your  committee  would  recommend  an 
approprition  of  f 

And  your  committee  further  recommend,  that  so  soon  as  the  rooms 
in  said  basement  are  ready  for  the  receipt  of  said  arms  and  equip* 
ments,  that  they  be  moved  into  the  same.  And  your  committee  for- 
ther  recommend  an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  rent  now 
due,  and  hereafter  to  be  due,  for  the  building  where  said  arms  and 
equipments  are  now  deposited. 

Your  committee  have  drafted  a  bill,  which  they  respectfully  submit, 
and  beg  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject.. 

W.  M.  MAXWELL,  Chairmath 
JOHN  SCOTT, 
GEO.  H.  SMITH. 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in-^and  the  accompanying  fiill 
read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  on  Friday  next :  75  copies  to 
be  printed. 

The  following  Message  from  the  Senate  was  read,  viz : 

Senate  Chambeb,  Dec.  14, 1847. 
Hon.  Speaker  House  Representatives. 

Sir — ^The  Senate  has  passed  House  Bill  entitled  An  Act  to  ref- 
late the  pilotage  of  the  bar  of  the  river  St.  John's,  with  the  follovnng 
amendments,  viz :  Strike  out  ^  assigned"  in  10th  line  of  section  3, 
and  insert  '*  aggrieved." 

Add  afler  the  word  '<  any"  in  10th  line  of  section  9,  ^'  any  court  of 
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record,  or  where  the  same  is  under  Mj  dolkrs  before  anj.''     And 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 
Very  respectfiillj, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secretarp  Senate. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  en- 
rolled as  amended. 

House  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  to  more  fiiUy  define  the  rates  o^  and 
duty  of  Pilots,  for  the  port  of  Cedar  Keys,"  was  returned  from  the 
the  Senate,  having  passed  that  body  Dec  14th,  1847,  and  ordered  to 
be  enrolled. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  elections 
for  county  officers,'*  which  had  been  read  a  third  time  was  taken  up, 
and  on  the  question  o£  its  passage  the  vote  was^— 

Yeas — Messrs.  Blackburn,  Grarrason,  Hobait,  Eang,  W.  M.  Max- 
well, Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Smith  and  Tnjior*^. 

Nays — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bradwell^  Bura« 
ham,  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hancock,  Hen- 
derson, Johnston,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles, 
Scott,  Sheldon,  Tanner  and  WateiBon--22. 

So  said  bill  was  lost 

The  bill  entitled  **An  Act  providing  for  the  payment  of  Grand  and 
Petit  Jurors  of  the  respectii/«e  counties  of  this  State,  out  of  the  Treasu- 
ry  of  the  State,"  was  taken  up,  and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  same. 

After  deliberation  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chaiimaa, 
Mr.  Aldrich,  reported  the  bill  with  amendments,  whkh  was  read  and 
concurred  in.  The  rule  being  waived,  the  bill  was  read  a  secimd 
time  by  its  title,  and  (»dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  An  Act  extending  to  criminals  the  right  ciAppetl,^ 
was  taken  up,  and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  same.  After  some  deliberation  the 
Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman,  Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell,  repoit- 
ed  the  bill  with  amencunents — ^which  was  received  and  concurr^  in. 

The  House  took  a  recess  until  3  oclock,  P.  M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  to  exempt  the  citizens  of  Levy  county 
from  serving  as  jurymen  beyond  the  limits  of  said  county,  was  taken 
up,  and  Mr.  Aldrich  ofifered  the  following  amendment,  viz : 

Insert  in  the  dd  line  of  said  Act  after  the  words  ^'Levy  county," 
the  following :  —  ^'  residing  over  40  miles  from  the  county  site  of 
Alachua  county." 

Upon  the  adoption  of  which,  Messrs.  Aldrich  and  Forward  called 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

llie  vote  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Quiggles,  Scott, 
Tanner— 7. 
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Nats— Mr.  Speaker,  Meflsrs.  BaBBermaiit  BkdLbunit  jfaadwell, 
Bunhaniy  Chain,  CoUins,  Cook,  Craw&rd,  Forward,  GamsOn,  Hen* 
dersoB,  Hobart,  J<>hiifltoii,  King,  MonitoB,  Overstreet,  Rom»  Sheldon, 
Smith,  Taylor  and  Waterson— 22. 

So  said  amendment  was  lort*  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eaigioes* 
ed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  following  Rq)ozt  from  the  Convnittee  on  Enrolled  Bilk,  was 
read,  viz: 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  the  following 
Memorail,  Preamhles  and  Resolutions,  viz : 

PreamUe  and  Besohitions  in  relation  to  certain  sections  of  land, 
granted  by  the  United  States  to  Florida,  for  the  purpose  of  fijong  h^ 
seat  of  GovemmenL 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  in  relation  to  pre.enq)tion  rights  in  this 
Slate-«-and 

A  Memorial  and  Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Florida,  to  the  Picesident,  Post  Master  General,  and  the  Congress 
of  the  Uidted  States,  on  the  subject  of  a  mail  route  therein  mentioned, 
and  have  directed  me  to  report  the  same  as  correctly  enrolled. 

W.  A.  FORWARD,  Chairman. 

The  said  enroUments  were  signed  by  the  respective  officers  of  the 
Senate  and  House,  and  transmitted  to  the  Governor  for  his  conside* 
ration. 

The  bill  entitled  ^'An  Act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts'  concern- 
ing  WiUs,  Letters  Testamentary,  Letters  of  Administration,  and  the 
dt^es  of  Executors,  Admimstrators  and  Guardians,"  was  taken  up^ 
and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Smt  the 
c<»sideration  thereoC  Afler  some  deliberatioB,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  by  their  Chainnan,  Mr.  Blackburn,  reported  the  same  vrith  amend- 


Which  was  received  and  concurred  in.  The  rule  being  waived 
the  biU  was  read  a  2d  time  by  its  title  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to.m<»rrow. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  Chain,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  it  was  or- 
dered that  the  number  of  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Judidary  Com- 
mittee upon  so  much  of  the  Govemor's  Message  as  refers  to  Uie  elec- 
tion of  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  by  the  peoi^e,  be  extended  to 
five  hondred. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  extending  to  criminals  the  right<if  appeal, 
.  was  read  a  second  time  by  ks  title  ukd  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  10  o'clock,  to^morttm. 


THimaDAV,  Dec.  16,  1847. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roQ  being  called 
there  was  a  quorum  present. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  jour- 
nal of  yesterday  was  read,  amended  and  approved. 

13 
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On  motkm  of  Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell,  leave  was  granted  him  to  in- 
troduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  to  be  entlUed  ^An  Ad  in  re* 
lief  of  Trustees  of  T.  1,  R.  1,  S.  ^  £"— which  was  read  and  ofder- 
ed  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce, 
pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a  biU  entitled  ^An  Act  to  make  valid  the 
proceedings  of  sundry  persons  commissioned  as  Justices  of  the  Peace 
of  this  State," — ^which  was  read,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a 
second  time  by  ita  title,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  the  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  to  authorixe 
the  qualified  electors  of  each  county  in  this  State,  to  elect  Judges  of 
ProbAte" — ^was  taken  from  the  table  and  placed  among  the  orders  of 
to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  the  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  to  amend  an 

act  entitled  an  act  to  provide  fi>r  Ae  election  of  Electors  of  President 

and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States^  approved  January  6th 

1847" — was  taken  fix>m  the  table,  and  placed  on  the  orders  of  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chain,  it  wna 

Reaolvedy  That  the  Comptroller  and  Treasurer  are  hereby  most 
respectfully  requested  to  fiunish  this  House,  at  an  early  a  day  as 
possible,  with  the  foUowing  information,  to  wit : 

1st  The  outstanding  liabilities  of  the  State,  audited. 
2d.  The  probable  amount  that  b  outstanding,  and  not  audited* 
3d.  The  probable  amount  that  will  be  reqmred  for  the  expenses 
of  the  government  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  ending  dOth  October, 
1848. 

Arranging  these  amounts  under  proper  heads,  so  that  the  present 
General  Assembly  may  have  some  such  data  to  be  governed  by  in 
making  appropriations  and  assessing  the  taxes  for  the  said  fiscal 
year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  it  was-^ 

Reaolved  by  the  House  of  RepresentaHoes  of  the  General  AsseKtr 
My  of  the  State  of  Florida^  Tliat  any  member  or  members  who 
shall  be,  absent  at  the  time  that  the  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  Jurors  out  of  the  State  Treasury,  or  any  Bill 
which  may  come  from  the  Senate  to  that  efl^t,  shall  be  taken  up  (or 
its  final  passage  or  rejection,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  reccmiinff 
their  votes  either  for  or  against  the  Bill  at  whatever  time  they  shaU 
appear  in  thebr  seats  during  the  present  session  of  the  Greneral  As- 
sembly. 

The  foUowing  Report  firom  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and 
Grievances  was  received  and  concurred  in,  viz : 
The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  L.  Vickers,  praying  to  be  relieved  from 
the  payment  of  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  in  judg- 
ment against  him  in  Leon  Circuit  Court,  on  forfeited  recognisance, 
report: 
That,  although  firom  a  carefid  examination,  they  find  that  the  cir- 
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eumstances  of  the  case  are  such  as  My  en6tle  ihfi  pefitioner  to  re* 
lieC  they  do  not  deem  it  expedient  at  present  to  recommend  the  ac- 
tion  of  this^iody  in  his  iKahaE  llie  Constitution  gives  to  the 
Governor  of  this  State  the  power,  in  all  criminal  and  penal  cases, 
(except  of  treason  and  impeachment,)  after  conviction,  to  erant  re- 
prieves and  pardons,  and  remit  fines  and  fi>rfeiture8,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law ;  and  although 
this  provision  does  not  seem  to  include  the  case  under  c<xisideratioa, 
yet  die  Legislature  {see  Thompson's  Digest,  page  28,)  construing 
the  Constitution  to  have  granted  that  exclusive  power  in  this  respect, 
have,  by  way  of  Legislaitive  interpretation  of  the  Constitution, 
authorized  the  Governor,  ^  in  all  criminal  and  penal  cases,  (except, 
dec,)  to  grant  pardons  and  reprieves,  and  to  remit  aU  fines  and  for* 
feitures" — ^which  last  provision  afmears  to  reach  the  case  of  the 
petitioner.  Your  committee,  with  this  view  of  the  law,  do  not  deem 
it  proper  that  the  House  should  take  any  action  with  respect  to  the 
petition,  at  least  until  application  sludl  have  been  made  to  the 
Governor. 

LOUIS  ALDRICH,  Chaimum. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  AUrich,  ordered,  that  the  Petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw  the  documents  returned  with  the  above  report. 

The  Mowing  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and 
Grievances  was  received  and  concurred  in,  viz  : 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred  the  claim  of  Craven  G.  Fife  for  stationery  ftunished  for  the 
use  of  Jeffiirson  Circuit  Court,  Report :  That  they  believe  that  so 
much  of  said  claim  as  is  made  for  stationeiy  furnished  for  the  exclu. 
sive  use  of  the  Court  during  its  session,  should  be  allowed,  but  that 
no  further  or  other  allowance  should  be  made.  Your  Committee 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining  whether  such  stationery  was  fomished 
during  the  term  of  Court  or  in  vacation*  In  accordance  with  these 
views,  they  beg  leave  to  report  the  accompanying  BUL 

LOUIS  ALDMCH,  Chairman. 
Tlie  accompanying  Bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Tlie  foUowing  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and 
Grievances  was  received  and  concurred  in,  viz : 
The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred  the  matter  of  the  claim  of  John  Stone  upon  the  State,  and 
the  County  of  Wakulla,  for  the  refondment  of  a  State  and  County 
tax,  colle<^  from  him  in  the  vear  1845,  report : 
That  they  are  satisfied  that  the  claimant,  in  the  year  1845,  ob. 
tained  a  license  from  the  cleric  of  the  county  court,  to  retail  spirituous 
liquors,  uid  to  keep  a  billiard  table  ;  that  an  additional  tax,  amount, 
ing  to  fifiy.five  dollars,  and  a  coun^  tax,  amounting  to  sixteen  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents,  were  (after  he  obtained  said  license)  collected 
from  him,  imder  the  provisions  of  the  revenue  act,  approved  July 
24th,  1645.    In  the  18th  section  of  an  act  approved  December  27th, 
1845,  amending  the  above  act  of  July  24th,it  is  declared,  **  that  per- 
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•008  who  may  have  taken  out  such  licenses  as  the  one  above  de« 
scribed)  pricnr  to  the  passage  of  the  revenue  kw  of  Julv,  are  not 
subject  to  the  provisions  thereoC  Your  committoe,  theretore,  think 
that  the  above  amounts  shouM  be  refimded  to  the  claimant,  and, 
herewith,  repcnrt  a  bill  to  effect  that  object 

LOUIS  ALDRICH,  Chairman. 

And  the  accompanying  Bill  read  and  oiderod  to  a  B&cofod  reading 
to-nmrow. 

House  Bill  entitled  An  Act  to  facilitate  <he  draining  of  the  Twehe 
Mile  Swamp  in  the  county  of  St  John's,  was  returned  from  ihe  Sen* 
ate,  having  passed  that  body,  Dec.  15,  1847,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
rolled. 

Senate  Bill  entided  An  Act  to  provide  ftr  the  paynmit  of  Jnron 
and  State  witnesses,  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reeding  to- 
morrow. On  motion  of  Mr*  Hagner  75  copies  <Nnlered  to  be  prin- 
ted. 

Senate  Bill  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of 
Common  Schools,  was  read,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  sec- 
ond time  by  title,  and  refoned  to  the  Select  Committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  drafting  a  Bill  providing  a  system  of  Primary  Schools. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  Committee  on  ScImwIs  and  Colleges 
be  instructed  to  confer  vrith  said  Select  CommlMee  on  snoii  reference. 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts, 
on  the  sulgect  of  the  Circular  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  24th  Aug. 
1846,  submitted  to  said  Committee  by  <»der  of  the  House,  wastaken 
up  for  consideration— ^pending  which  the  House  took  a  recess  until 
3  o'clock,  P.M. 


3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  and  resumed  the  consideration  interrupted  by  the 
recess.  The  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  concurrence  vidth  the  Report, 
being  called  by  Messrs.  Forward  and  Hagner — ^the  vote  was 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,Bradwell,  Chain,  Craw, 
ford.  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M. 
Marwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quizes,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith, 
and  Waterson — 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward, 
Garrason,  Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Ross  and 
Taylor— 12. 

So  said  Report  was  concurred  in. 

The  Resolutions  accompanying  said  Report,  entitled  Resolutions 
relative  to  the  Circular  issued  from  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  24th 
Aug.,  1846,  were  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  Circular  therein  referred  to,  and  a  letter  from  the 
Comptroller  to  Hon.  W.  A.  Forward,  and  now  in  possession  of  the 
House,  were  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  jouroaL 
[See  Appendix,  p.  37.] 
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TallahassbEy  Dec*  14,  1647. 

Dear  Sib  :  I  see,  bj  a  printed  report  oi  a  committee,  of  which 
Mr.  Chain  b  Chairman,  that  my  character  as  a  public  officer  of  the 
8tete,  has  been  brought  in  question.  I  have  no  complaint  to  make 
of  the  tenor  of  the  Report  and  the  Resolutions  attached  to  it,  as  it 
necessarilj  follows  from  the  data  presented  by  the  Committee,  but  I 
haTe  serious  olgections  to  the  data  itsel£ 

My  estimate,  (which  you  may  find  in  Comptroller's  Report  for 
184d,  p.  6,  Appendix  to  Joumals,)  upon  which  the  Circular  in  ques- 
tion was  based,  was — 

Of  money  paid  into  the  Treasury,  -  -     $28,412  29 

Estimated  balance  due,  -  -  •        39,412  98 


Total  paid  and  outstanding,       •  •  .        67,825  27 

Actual  expenses  of  government,  including  ceitificates, 

to  31  Oct,  1846,  .  .  .       56,009  55 


LeaTing  a  surplus  of.  •  *>  .       11,815  72 

I  did  not  have  the  complete  evidence  of  the  liabilities  and  income 
of  the  State,  at  the  time  my  Circular  was  issued,  but  I  estimated  the 
probable  liabilities  and  income  of  the  State,  the  result  of  which  left 
several  thousand  dollars  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  at  the  end  of  die 
fiscal  year.  From  the  report  before  referred  to,  it  will  be  perceived 
thai  my  most  sanguine  expectations  would  have  been  realized,  had 
the  Tax  Collectors  been  prompt  in  the  payment  into  the  Treasury  <^ 
the  taxes  assessed. 

My  Circular  was  not  made  in  opposition  to,  or  in  order  to  subvert, 
the  law.  It  was  the  mere  expression  6f  an  opinion,  under  my  con- 
struction of  the  law,  which  the  Tax  Collectors  might  act  upon,  if 
they  construed  the  law  in  the  same  way,  or  which  they  might  reject, 
if  they  construed  it  difierently.  One,  at  least,  did  construe  it  differ- 
ently* It  was  no  authoritative  mandate,  compelling  the  Tax  Collec- 
tors to  do  thus  and  so.  My  opinion,  then,  was,  and  still  is,  as  to  the 
construction  of  the  law,  that  the  legal  prioritjr  of  certificates  ^^as 
giv^merely  to  secure,  as  &r  as  practicable,  the  payment  for  services 
that  should  be  first  rendered,  so  long  as  the  State  is  unable  to  meet 
every  liability  immediately  as  it  accrues.  Proceeding  upon  this 
construction  of  the  law,  and  seeing  from  my  estimates,  taken  from  the 
books  in  the  office,  that  there  were  sufficient  funds  in  the  hands  of 
the  Collectors  to  meet  every  liability  of  the  State  then  outstanding, 
leaving  a  surplus  in  their  hands,  I  conceived  the  intention  of  the  act 
to  be  nugatory — the  observance  of  priority  was  useless.  Had  all 
ih»  claimants  against  the  State  presented  their  claims  to  the  dififerent 
Collectors,  at  the  time  my  Circular  was  issued,  I  assert,  without  fear 
of  successful  contradiction,  that  they  wouki  have  had  (or  ought  to 
have  had,  at  least)  hmds  sufficient  in  their  hands  to  have  liqu^lated 
every  such  claim ;  thus  making  practically  useless  the  intention  of 
the  law,  as  regards  priority. 
The  object  of  giving  this  opinion  was  to  subserve  the  interests  of 
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the  original  holders  of  State  eeitificates  at  a  distance,  who  couU  not 
geneiaBy,  but  by  some  such  mode,  ha^^  been  advised  of  the  then 
condition  of  the  Treasury.  Those  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  the  Capitol  could  possess  diemselves  of  the  fiicts,  and,  if  so  dis* 
posed,  speculate  to  advantage  in  State  certificates ;  while  holdws  at 
a  distance,  ignorant  of  the  mots,  would  sacrifice  their  cerdficatas  od 
disadvantageous  terms,  and  by  this  means  place  the  credit  of  the 
State  in  a  wronff  liffht  To  prevent  these  pernicious  evils,  I  issued 
my  Circular.  By  uiis  means,  they  were  measurably  cured.  And  if 
the  plan  had  been  generally  and  simultaneously  adopted  throoghout 
the  State,  the  end  of  the  fis^  year  would  have  brought  up  the  credit 
of  the  State  to  par.  This  vi^as  die  only  available  means  of  fixrcing 
firom  those  Collectors,  who  have  withheld  dues  to  the  State  from  the 
commencement  of  the  State  Government,  the  moneys  in  their  hands. 
The  plan  was  stopped ;  but  what  haim  has  resuhed  from  the  Cirai- 
lart  Where  the  evils  resulting  frcHn  it?  The  committee  were 
unable  to  find,  after  carefiil  search,  but  one  soUtary  ceriifieaU  which 
had  been  paid  out  of  due  time  ;  and  they  received  this  infonnation 
unt^jjiciMy*  The  Treasurer  had  no  <^icidl  mformatkm  of  the  &ct, 
that  certificate  No.  355  was  paid  prior  to  that  of  169.  The  latter 
was  paid  by  the  Treasurer  on  the  27th  Nov.,  1846.  The  former  was 
received  firom  the  Tax  Collector  by  the  Treasurer,  on  the  22d 
of  January,  1847. 

The  Committee  state  that  die  operation  of  my  Circular  ^  was  to 
throw  back  Treasuiy  Certificate  No.  169,  and  leave  it  unpaid,  while 
No.  855  received  the  money  in  lieu  thereof  and  die  Treasury  Ctr* 
lificaUa  from  No.  169  to  355,  were  thrown  aside^  and  stayed  in  their 
paymenL**  I  imagine  the  Committee  labor  under  an  error  as  to  the 
&cts  in  the  case.  I  do  not  deny  that  Certificate  No.  355  was  liqui- 
dated before  that  of  169,  although  there  is  no  official  evidence  either 
in  my  own  or  the  Treasurer's  O&ce  to  warrant  die  certainty  that  it 
was ;  but  I  do  deny  that  all  the  Certificates,  one  hundred  and  eighty* 
six  in  number,  between  No.  169  and  355,  '*  were  stayed  in  their 
payment."  Understand  me  that  I  do  not  charge  the  Committee  with 
the  intention  of  misrepresenting  &cts,  but  I  think  they  misunder- 
stood the  informadon  given  them  by  the  Treasurer.  It  was  impoesi- 
ble  for  the  Treasurer,  or  any  one  else,  to  know,  at  that  period  or 
this,  at  what  particular  time  the  Tax-Collectors  liquidated  numbers 
between  Certificates  No.  169  and  No.  355.  Moreover,  the  pay- 
ment of  Certificate  No.  355  could  not  by  any  possibility  have  ^  stay- 
ed the  payment "  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  intermediate  Cer- 
tificates. The  tnie  statement  of  the  case  woukl  have  been,  that  the 
money  which  might  have  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  Tax- 
CoUector  in  lieu  of  taking  up  Certificate  No.  355,  would  have  been 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  Certificate  No.  169.  Here  the  state- 
ment should  have  concluded,  and  not  have  embraced,  as  it  does,  the 
intermediate  numbers  between  169  and  355;  because  the  small 
amount  of  money  taken  from  the  immediate  No.  169  to  pay  No* 
355,  would  not  likewise  have  liquidated,  I  imagine,  one  hundred  and 
eigh^-six  intermediate  numbers  between  169  and  355. 
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I  know  that  the  Treamirer  has  no  eridence  upon  which  to  ba«eth« 
inibnnation  that  ^^Treasinj  Certificates  from  No*  169  to  855,  were 
thrown  aside  and  stayed  in  their  payment,"  and  have  dierefore  con« 
duded  that  the  Committee  must  have  misunderstood  his  information; 
This  error  has  led  to  many  harsh  remarks  from  the  Committee,  which 
I  am  satisfied  would  not  be  made,  were  they  fully  apprized  of  the 
&ct8  in  the  case.  But  I  repeat,  I  have  no  comj^aint  to  make  as  re- 
gards  the  tenor  of  the  Repoii  and  Resolutions.  If  I  have  acted  in 
opposition  to  the  &hr  construction  and  intention  of  the  law,  or  subvert- 
ed it  to  the  end  of  *|fatx)ri(um,"  I  shall  not  pretend  to  shrink  Crook  the 
lesponsibilitf. 

1  have  submitted  ^ese  remarks  and  fiu^ts  to  you,  sir,  believing  that 
it  will  affi>id  you  pleasure  to  do  me  the  pers(»al  service  of  vindica- 
ting my  character  fi^m  unwarrantable  aspersiim. 

loa  may  use  this  letter  publicly  or  privately,  as  vou  think  proper. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  Respoctndly, 
Your  Ob't  Servant, 

N.  P.  BEMIS. 

Hon*  W.  A.  FoRWAXD, 

Member  of  the  Hmue  of  Bepreeenktiwe$. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  Dec.  17,  1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being  call- 
ed, there  was  a  quorum  present. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  jour- 
nal of  yesterday  was  read,  amended  and  approved. 

Mr.  Hagner  informed  the  House  of  the  oecease  of  the  wife  ot  the 
Hon.  A.  R  Maxwell,  a  member  of  this  House ;  and  moved  the 
House,  that,  as  an  expression  of  respect,  and  also  of  sympathv  with 
him,  in  his  affliction,  this  House  will  adjourn  to-day  at  11  oV^lock, 
that  the  members  may  attend  the  funeral  of  that  lady — the  House  to 
resume  its  session  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion,  Mr.  Smith  obtabied  leave  of  absence  until  Tuesday 
next. 

Mr.  Cook  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  fiiture  day,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entiUed  an  act  for  the  bene&  of  Henry 
O'Neal,  of  Washington  county. 

Mr.  Scott  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Marion  county 
relative  to  a  fine  heretofore  imposed  upon  James  Piles ;  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  th^  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 
The  Report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  the  subject  of  Thomp- 
son's Digest,  heretofore  presented  to  this  House,  having  been  re- 
ferred back  to  them  with  instructions  to  enquire  whether  any  and 
what  amount  is  now  in  the  c<mtingent  fimd,  and  to  what  purposes 
money  therefrom   expended  has  been  appropriated,  report  the 
following  statement  as  the  result  (rf*  their  enquiry,  viz : 
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Appropriadon  to  the  ContiBgeiit  Fund,  by  tke  Gene- 

raJ  Assembly  at  its  session  in  1846,  $^000  00 

Expenditures  from  said  Fund. 
Paid  L.  A.  Thompson,  Esq.,  on  account 

of  his  Digests  of  the  Laws  of  Florida,      $500  00 
This  amount  of  the  ccmtingent  expenses  of 

the  fiscal  year  1847,  800  47 

This  amount  of  the  contingent  expenses 

of  the  fiscal  year  1847,  685  OS 

91,965  50 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  and  applicable  to  the  ccmtin- 
eent  fund  this  day,  15th  December,  1847,  93,014  50 

And  yonr  committee  would  now  ask  leave  to  present  again  their 
report  on  said  subject 

W.  A.  FORWARD,  Chairman  pro  tern. 
The  Judiciaiy  Committee  made  the  following  report,  viz  : 
The  Judiciary  C<»nmittee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Crov- 
emor's  Message  as  relates  to  Thompson's  Digest,  and  also  the  cor* 
respondence  relative  thereto,  with  instructions  to  enquire  and  re- 
port whether  any  and  what  legislation  is  necessary,  beg  leave  to 
Report — 

That  they  have  examined  the  said  Digest,  and  have  with  much 
care  and  pleasure  noted  the  certificate  of  approval  by  the  Committee 
appointed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  for  that  purpose,  as  also 
aU  the  correspondence  on  said  subject  Your  Committee  do  not  con- 
sider any  legislation  for  the  perfecting  said  Digest  necessary.  The 
examining  Committee  appointed  by  the  Governor,  have  given  the 
work  a  uorough  and  critical  examination,  and  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty  must  have  spent  much  time.  Your  Committee  have  mot 
been  advised  whether  or  no  the  gentlemen  composing  said  Commit- 
tee  were  either  promised  or  expect  pecuniary  remuneration— bit  be 
this  as  it  may,  your  Committee  feel  that  thev  would  not  be  disehaig- 
ing  the  duty  wluch  they  owe  to  this  Legislative  body  and  to  their  coa» 
stituents,  were  they  to  pass  unnoticed  the  valuable  service  which  these 
gentlemen  have  rendered  their  State,  and  your  Committee  would  wilk 
much  eamnestness  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying  re- 
solution, expressive  of  thanks,  and  authorizing  the  presentation  by  the 
Secretaiy  of  State,  in  the  name  of  this  State,  a  copy  of  said  Digest  to 
each  of  said  gentlemen,  as  an  evidence  of  the  appreciation  of  their  sen- 
vices  in  this  behalfl 

Your  C<»nmittee  are  satisfied  that  the  said  Digest  has  been  exe- 
cuted by  the  compiler  with  care  and  fidelity,  and  it  is  framed  and  ar- 
ranged with  much  ability,  and  performed  aiMl  approved  in  confomu^ 
with  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  approved  10th  December  1845, 
and  entitled  ^An  Act  prescribing  the  form  of  a  Digest,  or  Maaoal  of 
the  Laws  of  this  State,"— -and  as  ^  said  work  is  thus  performed  and 
approved,  your  Committee  recommend  an  appropriation  ixr  the  pay' 
ment  therefor.  Your  Committee  have  not  before  them  any  date  or 
evidence  whereby  they  could  arrive  at  the  amount  which  ini§^  be 
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do  jour  Committee  coddder  thatK  subject  refened  to  them  p  ho^jaat 
Gointnttee  beg  leave  to  suggeet  that  the  ekam  of  tiie  aid  Compter 
be  refenred  totfae  Standing  Oommittee  efdiis  Hoaee«  on  ^datm^'* 
with  power  to  send  Ibr  persons  and  papeia,  and  with  inrfmaotioito  i$ 
report  a  bill  for  the  defraying  die  same. 

Fifteen  hundred  copies  of  said  Ingest  hare  been  published  m  con- 
yenient  bound  volumes,  under  a  contract  made  by  his  Exceileney  the 
Govemor,  with  Messrs.  Little  ^  Brownr^-and  the  work  is  ve^  neat- 
ly  and  substantially  executed.  The  expenses  of  said  piiadng  amount 
to  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventeeA  dddars  and  HitfAve 
cents.  Your  Committee  recomdMnd  the  pasaa^  of  tlie  aecompany- 
ing  billy  authorizing  the  Governor  to  pay  Uie  said  sum,  together  with 
the  freight  thereon  and  other  incidental  expenseSy  as  soon  as  pessi*' 
ble. 

And  your  Committee  fiirther  Report,  diat  by  the  provisions  of  die 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  above  referred  to,  the  said  bound  vol- 
umes of  said  Digest,  are  now  subject  to  the  disposition  of  the  (Sen^- 
ral  Assembly. 

The  dispositbn  of  said  volumes,  has  been  a  matter  of  much  dis- 
cussion by  your  Committee.  A  gratuitous  distribudon  of  them  among 
the  State,  Judicial  4uid  County  Officers  and  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and 
odier  officers,  would  undoubtec^  be  the  best,  if  the  Revenue  of  the 
State  would  admit  of  it, — bat  your  Comnnttee  think  it  better  fo  the 
State  tabe  just,  before  it  assumes unnecess^ liberality  in  the  expen- 
ditures of  public  money* 

It  night  have  been  expeeCed,  diat  a  copy  of  the  said  Digest  wouU 
hsv#  been  allowed,  or  dkitriboted,  at  least  to  each  one  of  the  officers 
cetaprising  and  known  as  die  ^Heads  of  the  Departments,^  and  to 
each  of  the  Judicial  Officers  of  the  State,  but  your  Committee  do  not 
oamMm  it  advisable  to  make  a  jpaitial  dislaribudan.  The  J^ges  of 
FM>ate,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Sherifls,  Ooronen,drci  consider  them- 
selves just  as  mueheadded  to  a  copy,  as  a  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court : 
Therefee,  your  Committee  reooaomend,  that  the  said  boimd  vrittmes 
of  said  Digest,  be  placed  mto  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
by  him  transmitted,  in  sofficient  qwuitities,  in  the  respeettve  Coua- 
desofthe  State,  and  sold  fer  a  sum  sufficient  only  to  cover  the  expen* 
see  of  compiHng,  printing  and  transportadon---4md  the  prooeeds  thmof 
paid  back  into  the  StataTnanuy.  Your  Committee  are  of  Iheopin- 
ioD  Aat  by  adopting  a  eoone  of  diis  kind,  the  whole  15Q0  e<^s  would 
be  sold,  and  the  pdblic  wvwdd  be  satisfied  in  die  receipt  themeC  ^ 
paying  therefiir. 

All  of  which  is  respecdUly  subnitttod<-*«nd  your  CoHimittoe  ask 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  therein,  and  that  your  Committee  be 
discharged  from  further  consideration  of  the  subject 

W.  A.  FORWARD,  Chairman  pro.  tern. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

The  accompanying  bill  enfftled  An  Act  making  appropriation  for 
die  paymentof  die  pntfing  aad  binding  ft  Tkm^Bmk'^  Difeat  and 
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iualfy  dlqKMiB^  dMveoC  wMrsadaadctdeiedto  a  second  Midiii|f 

lO^nMHTOW* 

The  Reioktion  exprenive  of  thanlu  to  Mesm*  Randall,  Brock- 
enborough  and  Baker  for  tke  exammatnnof  Thompeon't  Digeflt,  was 
read,  ana  the  rule  being  waiyed,  read  second  and  thifd  times  and 
passed. 

The  Committee  on  Pn)p08iti(Nu  and  Grievances  niadetlMfi)lky^^ 
reports  Tiz: 
The  Committee  on  PropeeitieBs  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 

ferred  the  petftion  of  C.  A.  Mitchell,  and  others,  fnraying  tke  re« 

mission  of  a  fine  imposed  on  James  Piles,  by  the  Circuit  Court 

of  Marion  Countj,  for  assault  and  battery, 

REPORT: 

That,  by  the  constitutibn  of  this  State,  the  power  of  r^nitting  fines 
and  forfeitures  in  criminal  and  penal  cases,  is  exclusively  granted  to 
the  Governor  of  this  State.  They  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
petition,  viith  a  copy  of  this  report,  and  the  order  of  the  House 
thereon,  be  referred,  and  that  the  clerk  of  this  House  be  directed 
to  transmit  the  same  to,  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  this  State. 

LOOTS  ALDRICH,  Chairman. 

Which  vi^as  received  and  concurred  in. 

The  Judiciary  Committee  reported  a  Bill  entitled  An  Act  to  amend 
the  several  Acts  regulating  Judicial  proceedinffs ;  which  was  read 
and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second  time  oy  title,  and  erdered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Tlie  following  report  from  the  Joint  Select  Committee  f<Hr  the  ^. 
position  to  be  nude  of  the  alteration  of  the  C<m6titution  of  this  State, 
agreed  to  by  the  present  General  Assembly,  was  received  and  adq>- 
tM,  viz: 
The  Joint  Select  Committee,  appointed  to  report  what  disposition 

should  be  made  of  the  Alterations  of  the  Constitution  nf  this 

State,  agreed  to  at  the  present  session,  report : 

That  they  recommend  that  the  engrossed  bills  passed  by  each 
House,  be  examined  and  compared  vnth  the  oriffinal  enrolled  bills, 
signed  by  the  officers  of  the  two  Houses  at  the  utst  session,  by  the 
respective  enrolling  comnuttees  acting  jointly ;  and  that,  after  such 
examination,  and  the  report  of  the  same,  that  the  respective  officers 
of  the  two  Houses  certiqr,  upon  the  original  enrolled  bills  of  the  last 
session  aforesaid,  that  **  the  vnthin  alterations  have  been  agreed  to 
by  two-thirds  of  each  House  of  the  General  Assembly  at  the  fNresent 
session,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed,  and  in  conformi^  to  the  pro- 
visions of  Art.  XIV  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State." 
THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  the  House, 
G.  R.  FAHIBANKS, 

Chairman  of  the  Senate  CammiUee. 

The  following  message  firom  the  Senate  was  read,  via : 
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Sbkats  Csaxbbb,) 
Dec.  16,  1847.     ] 
Hm.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresenttOhes  7 

Sib  :  The  Senate  has  passed  House  Preamble  and  Resolutions 
relative  to  the  expenses  of  Florida  Volunteers,  previous  to  being 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service,  with  the  following  amend- 
ment,  viz : 

Add,  at  the  end  of  section  2d,.the  following :  **Providedj  neverthe* 
lesSf  That  should  the  General  Government  neglect  to  make  provision 
fi>r  ihe  pavment  of  the  expenses  above  mentioned,  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  the  Governor  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fund,"  and  respectfully  ask  the  concurrence  of 
the  House. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y.  Senate. 

And  the  House  refiised  to  concur  in  the  amendment  Uierein  pro- 
posed. 

Senate  Bill  entitled  An  Act  to  enforce  the  pavment  of  taxes  as- 
sessed and  to  be  assessed  against  all  institutions  claiming  corporate 
privileges  in  this  State,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  in  relation  to  fines  and  forfeitures,  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Pursuant  to  previous  order,  the  House  then  adjourned  \mtil  3 
o'clock,  P.  M.  

3  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

Senate  Bill  entitled  An  Act  to  encourage  and  fitcilitate  Internal 
Improvements,  and  to  authorize  and  regiuate  Partnerships  for  that 
purpose,  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

A  communication  from  the  Register  of  Public  Lands,  in  answer 
to  a  Resolution  of  this  House  relative  to  the  sale  of  Public  Lands,  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  Bill  extending  the  discretionary  powers 
of  the  Re^ster  in  the  sale  of  such  lands,  pursuant  to  the  tenor  of  the 
aforesaid  Resolution. 

A  communication  from  the  Comptroller  in  answer  to  a  Resolution 
o{  this  House,  relative  to  disallowed  claims  of  certain  clerks  and 
sherifib  of  this  State,  was  read,  and  with  the  accompanying  doou- 
uments,  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  Bill  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  to  establish  the  office 
of  Register  of  Public  Lands  for  the  State  of  Florida,  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-moiTow. 

The  BUI  entHled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  sale 
of  the  lands  granted  to  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  Internal  Improve- 
ments, was  lead  a  second  time,  and  the  House  resohed  itself  into 
Cononitlee  of  the  WlKrie  for  the  conaideradon  theiW; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


108 

Afiw  MDM  deMWnNtfoiiy  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  chair- 
raaa,  Mf .  Forward*  reported  the  Bill  aa  amended,  which  was  recei* 
ved  and  concurred  in. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  provide  a  salaiy  fi>r  the  Quaitermaster 
Generalf  and  for  other  purposes,  was  reada  second  time,  and  referred 
back  to  the  committee  which  reported  it,  with  leave  to  amend. 

Tlie  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  thb  State,  so 
as  to  admit  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  become  Senators  or  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representafives,  or  Governor  of  this  State, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  to  order  it  engrossed  finr  a 
third  reading  to-morrow,  the  House  refused  to  take  such  order.  So 
said  bill  was  lost 

The  bin  entitled  an  act  in  relaticm  to  roads  in  the  County  of 
Washington,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mi.  Gkurra* 
son,  it  was  amended,  so  as  to  read  the  counties  of  Washington,  Ben- 
ton wi  Hamilton,  wherever  the  coun^  of  Washington  occurs  in  said 
IhQ,  in  lieu  thereof  and  the  said  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fer 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
the  ei;ecution  laws,  approved  15th  March,  1844,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  abolish  the  pay  of  Adjutant  and  In- 
spector Greneral  of  this  State,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Militia. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to 
county  commissioners,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  fer  a 
third  reading  to  morrow. 

The  biU  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  aualified  electors  of  each 
county  in  this  State,  to  elect  Judges  of  Probate,  was  read  the  third 
time  ;  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was — 
YsAS — ^Messrs.  Bannerman,  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Bumham,  Ckun, 
Cook,  Crawford,  Grarrason,  Hall,  Henderson,  Hobart,  W.  M.  Max- 
well, Morrison.  Overstreet,  Quizes,  Tia]|dorand  Waterson — 17. " 

Nays — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Collins,  Forward,  Hagner, 
Hancock,  Higginbotham,  Ross,  Scott,  Shekbn  and  IVumer — 11. 

So  said  Bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

Senate  BiU  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to 
provide  fer  the  election  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Ptesideni 
of  the  United  States,  approved  Jany.  6th,  1847,  was  read  a  second 
time,  aud  the  rule  being  vraived,  read  a  tiiird  time  by  title,  and  on 
the  question  of  its  passage,  die  vote  was 

YsAS — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Akirich,  Baaneiman,  Blackburn, 
Bradwell,  Bumham,  Chain»  Collins,  Cook,  G^wfiird,  Forward,  Gar- 
rasQB,  Hall,  Hagaer,  Hanoook,  Henderson,  Higginbothaio,  Hobait, 
Kutt,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  M<ttrison,  Overstveet,  Quigg^  Roast  Scott, 
Sheldon,  Taylor,  Tanner  and  Waterson--dO. 

Nats-Nmo. 

So  said  BiU  paMod.    Title  aa  slated. 

Senate  BUI  eatided  An  Aolinnlation  lonwdtin  GobmlMatwHrty, 
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Fas  rsad  a  second  tune,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Senate  Bill  entitled  An  Act  to  give  to  the  Judges  of  the  CircuH 
Courts  of  this  State  the  power  to  impose  fines  and  penalties  in  mm- 
iaal  cases,  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

The  bill  endtled  an  act  to  amend  tlra  Constitution  of  this  State,  so 
as  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Jusdces  of  die  Supreme  Court, 
Chancellors,  and  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  hj  the  peof^e  d*  the 
Stele,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  placed  amenff  the  special  orders 
of  Toeadaj  next— 75  cqnes  ordered  to  be  printed,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bbofcbum. 

The  ImU  entitled  ^An  Act  to  regulate  Pleadings,  in  civil  cases, 
in  die  Courts  of  Record  in  this  State,"  was  read  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  on  Tuesday  next 

The  bin  entitled  '<An  Act  to  authorise  the  Treasurer  of  Alachua 
County,  to  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  Marion  County,  the  amount  ofthe 
Tax  in  his  hands,  assessed  and  coUeded  t|>on  lands  lying  in  Marion 
County,"  was  read  second  time  and  ord^ed  to  be  engroraed  for  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entided  *'An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  organise  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida,"  was  read  second  time— Where- 
upon the  House  resdved  itself  into  Committee  ofthe  Whole  for  the 
consideiadon  of  the  same.  After  some  deliberation  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  their  Chairman,  Mr.  Forward,  reported  the  bill  widi 
amendments — ^which  was  concurred  in.  The  bin  was  ordered  for  a 
second  reading  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until    0  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Satusday,  Dec.  18di,  1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  aiiyourament,  and  the  roll  being 
called,  there  was  a  quorum  present 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.  Chaplain,  the  journal 
of  yestorday  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

On  motion,  the  rep<»t  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  upon  so  much 
of  the  Governor's  Message,  as  recommends  the  election  of  Judges 
bv  die  people,  was  placed  among  die  special  orders  of  the  day  jknr 
liiesday  next 

On  motion,  Mr.  Hobart  obtained  leave  of  absence  until  Wednesday 
aext 

Mr.  Watorscm  moved  for  a  re-consideraticm  <£  the  vote  upon  the 
passage  of  the  bill  entided  Jta  Act  to  authorize  the  electors  of  each 
county  in  this  State  to  elect  Judges  of  Probate ;  upon  the  adbption  of 
whiek  motion,  the  yeas  alid  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Forward 
and  Blackburn,  and  were  as  follows,  viz : 

Teas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bradwell,  Collins,  Cook, 
Forward,  Grarrasont  Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Himnbolkam, 
Mitohell  of  Jackson,  Mitehell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Scott, 
Shcidsn,  TaMmr  and  Walers<»H-19. 
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Nats— Messrs,  Bannermaii,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Crawford,  King, 
W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quiggles,  Shields  and  Taylor— 11. 
So  said  motk>n  was  carried. 
On  modon,  Messrs.  Chain  and  Qiriggles  obtained  leave  ef  absMoe 

Mr.  Morrison  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ntk 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  declare  PilteaB's 
Creek  in  Walton  County,  a  navigable  stream. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  leave  was  granted  bim  to  introduce,  pur- 
suant  to  previous  notice,  a  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  for  the  boiefit  of 
Henry  O'Neal,  of  Washington  county,"  which  was  read,  and  the  rale 
being  waived,  read  seccmd  time  by  title  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tanner,  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce  a 
bill  entitied  **An  Act  to  authorise  certain  persons  to  estaUish  a  Fer- 
ry across  the  Apalachicola  River  at  Chattahoochie" — ^which  was  read, 
wad  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second  time  by  tide  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  Monday  next 

Mr.  Tanner  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  fotnre  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
M.  J.  Bowden. 

Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  presented  a  '^Preamble  and  Resolutioii 
relative  to  the  existing  War  with  Mexico," — ^which  was  read  and  or* 
dered  to  a  second  reading  on  Monday  next. 

The  following  Report  fT(»n  the  Committee  on  Propositioiis  and 
Grievances,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  viz : 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  of  the  Register  of  Public  Lands,  of  De- 
cember 16th,  1847,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  in  accordance 
with  the  suggestions  therein  contained,  respectfolly  report  the  ac- 
companying bill,  entitied  An  Act  to  amend  the  acts  now  in  force  re- 
lating to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  of  this  State. 

LOUIS  ALDRICH,  Chmmum. 

The  accompanying  bill  entitied  An  Act  to  amend  ^e  acts  now  in 
force  relating  to  the  sale  of  the  Public  Leaids  of  the  State,"  was  read, 
and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second  time  by  titie,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  Monday. 

The  Committee  on  Militia  made  the  following  Report,  whkh  was 
received  and  concurred  in,  viz : 

The  Committee  on  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  paused, 
by  the  Senate,  abolishing  the  salary  of  Aii^utant  and  Inspector 
General  of  this  State,  approve  the  same,  and  beg  leave  to  reconamend 
its  passage  by  this  House. 

W.  M.  MAXWELL,  Ckmmum, 
JOHN  SCOTT, 
JAS.  L.  KING. 

Tlie  accompanying  bill  was  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  Monday 
next 

Senate  bin  entitled  ^  An  Act  to  prescribe  an  equal  and  uniibnn  mode 
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of  Taxadoiiy  and  far  other  purposes^"  was  received  and  plaoed  on  tk^ 
orders  of  the  day, 

A  message  from  the  Grovemory  and  sundry  documents  therewith 
transmitted,  rektiTe  to  the  So^  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company^ 
were  received  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

p^  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  such  orders  as  were  upon  their  Uiird 
reading  were  placed  first  among  the  orders  according  to  their  respec- 
tive dates. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  Bill  entitled  An  Act  to  prevent  any  tax  collector  or  other  of- 
ficer firom  making  a  levy  and  BtAe  of  property  in  the  cases  herein 
provided  far,  was  read  a  third  time.  Upon  the  question  of  its  pas- 
sage, the  vote  was 

YxAS— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bradwell,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook, 
Crawford,  Garrason,  King,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Scott, 
and  Shekion— 12. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson, 
Higginbotham,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell,  of  Jackson,  Morrison, 
Ross,  Tanner  and  Waterson — 12. 

So  said  BiU  was  lost. 

The  biU  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  organize  Courts  of 
Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida,  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the 
question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was — 

YxAS — ^Mr.  Speller,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bradwell, 
Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner, 
Henderson,  Higginbotham,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Mon^ 
roe,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Scott,  Shekbut  Shiekls,  Tanner, 
and  Waterscm — 24. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Hall,  and  Mitchell  of  Jackson — ^2. 

So  saki  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  Act  to  provide  Writs  of  Error  in  Criminal 
Cases,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was — 

Ybab — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bum- 
ham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hagner, 
Henderson,  Higginbotham,  King,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  ojf 
Monroe,  Morrison^  Overstreet,  Roes,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shiekls,  Tanner, 
and  Waterson — ^25. 

Nats — Mr.  Blackburn-—!. 

So  said  biU  passed — ^Title  as  stated. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 


MoNDAT,  Dec.  20,  1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  die  roll  being  called, 
there  was  a  quorqm  present 

A6er  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  Journal 
of  Satnraay  last  was  read,  amended  tatd  u^roved. 

Mr.  Forward  moved  the  rule  be  waiveo,  and  Mr.  ShieMs  permit- 
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ted  to  record  Us  vote  on  the  qoefltioii  cfihe  pMtago  of  a  Bill,  heffOto. 
fore  lost,  and  entitled  ^  An  Act  to  prevent  any  Tax  Coliaotory  or 
other  officer,  from  makmg  a  lerj  and  sale  of  propeitj  in  tho  cMwes 
herein  provided  for,"  wh^  was  lost— 4here  not  being  a  nn^ontjof 
three-foiurths. 

Mr.  Bhickbum  nnyved  ibr  a  nmilar  penmssion  for  himself  wUch 
was  also  lost 

On  motion,  Mr.  Garrason  obtained  leave  to  introdace  a  biU  enti- 
tled ^ An  Act  to  permanently  locate  the  coonty  site  of  Benton  county, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  ^dkich  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  mcoad 
reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrison,  leave  was  granted  him  lo  intnodoee  a 
bill  entitled  An  Act  to  declare  Pitman's  Creek,  in  Walton  county,  a 
navigable  stream," — ^wfaich  was  read  and  ordeied  for  a  second  vend- 
ing  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Waterson  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  to-monow,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  so  to  amend  the  fifth  article  and  ninth  clause  of  the 
Constitution  of  this  State,  as  to  have  the  Judges  of  Probates  ateded 
by  the  qualified  voters  of  each  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chain,  it  was — 

Resolved^  TluU,  hereafter,  the  recesses  and  the  a^ounniMitB  of  the 
House  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wk : 

Ist  At  the  hour  of  one  take  recess  until  half  after  two  P.  M. 

2d.  At  the  hour  of  five  take  recess  until  half  after  six  P.  M. 

dd.  And  the  adjournments  to  half  after  nine  A.  M. 

This  shall  be  the  standing  order  and  conformed  to,  vdees  the 
House  otherwise  directs. 

The  following  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Scho<ris  andCoHeges, 
was  received  and  concurred  in,  via : 
The  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges,  to  whom  was  iefefi«l  a 

communication  of  the  Register  of  Public  Lands,  with  an  accom- 
panying letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ot 

fice,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report : 

That  Um  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  has  decided 
that  existing  laws  do  not  authorize  the  selection  of  school  lands,  in 
lieu  of  those  included  in  Forbes'  Purchase  and  the  Arredondo  Grant 
By  an  act  of  Congress  to  authorize  the  selection  of  certain  school 
lands  in  Florida,  Iowa,  and  Wisconsin,  it  is  provided  fhat  ndierever 
sixteenth  sections  in  either  of  the  above  named  Territories  are  in- 
cluded in  private  claims,  held  by  title  confirmed  or  legally  decided  to 
be  valid  and  sufikient,  other  lands  equivalent  thereto  may  be  selected 
in  lieu  thereo£  Again,  by  an  act  supplemental  to  the  act  finr  the 
admission  of  Florida  into  the  Union,.  Congress  has  declared  that  there 
be  granted  to  die  State  of  Florida,  section  number  sixteen  in  eveiy 
towndiipyor  other  lands  equivafent  thereto,  for  the  use  of  the  iidiabi- 
tants  of  such  township.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
has  decided  that  the  General  G^emment  has  no  title  to  the  tract  of 
huid  known  as  Forties'  INvchnee.  If  so,  then  the  land  most  be 
covered  by  some  private  daim.     The  same  court  haadacided  that 
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there  was  a  valid  and  sufficient  title  in  Fernando  de  ia  Maza  Aire* 
dondo,  to  the  tract  of  land  known  as  the  Arredondo  Grant,  and  that 
the  same  had  been  confirmed  hj  the  treaty  of  amity,  settlement  and 
limits,  made  between  the  United  States  and  the  King  of  Spain.— • 
Thus  it  has  been  legally  decided  that  Forbes'  Purchase  was  covered 
by  some  private  claim,  valid  and  sufficient  so  £ir  as  it  concerns  the 
United  States ;  and  that  the  Arredondo  tract  was  held  by  a  private 
title,  confirmed  by  treaty. 

If  the  acts  of  Congress,  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
a  solemn  treaty  of  the  United  States,  are  existing  laws,  then  the 
committee  are  constrained  to  attribute  the  construction  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  rather  to  his  views  of  practi- 
cability, than  a  strict  investigation  of  the  law.  The  magnitude  or 
extent  of  these  grants  does  not  render  the  title  of  the  claimants  diereto 
less  valid  ;  nor  should  the  State  be  deprived  of  a  part  of  its  school 
lands,  because  the  tracts  covered  by  private  claims  are  extensive. 
The  &ct  that  these  grants  have  not  been  surveyed,  according  to  the 
established  mode,  cannot  raise  a  question  of  law  as  to  the  title  of  the 
claimants  ;  neither  should  it  as  to  the  right  of  the  State  to  select  school 
lands  in  lieu  of  those  thus  included.  It  is  merely  a  question  of  prac- 
ticability, and  that,  too,  a  trivial  one,  as  the  number  of  sections  can 
be  ascertained,  either  by  calculation  or  survey.  The  committee  look 
upon  this  (under  existing  laws)  as  a  matter  of  right,  which  should 
rather  be  demanded  than  implored  ;  but,  not  wishing  to  retard  the 
advancement  of  education,  by  a  protracted  controversy  with  the  De- 
partments at  Washington,  they  recommend  that  immediate  application 
should  be  made  to  Congress  for  special  authority,  to  select  and  locate 
other  school  lands  in  lieu  of  those  included  in  Forbes  Purchase,  and 
the  Arredondo  Grant  With  these  views,  the  committee  ask  leave 
to  introduce  the  following  resolutions,  and  to  be  discharged  firom  fiir- 
ther  consideration  of  the  subject    JOHN  TANNER,  CJiairman. 

The  accompanying  Resolutions  were  read,  and  the  rule  being  waiv- 
ed, read  a  second  time,  and  Mr.  Chain  ofiered  the  following  amend- 
ment, VIZ :  After  the  word  Resolution,  insert  "and  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges  accompanying  the  same,'^ — ^which 
was  adopted,  and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

Hie  following  Report  firom  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and 
Grievances,  was  received  and  concurred  in,  viz : 
The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  S.  Scarborough,  praying  the  remission  of  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  which  appears  against  him  as  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  of  Columbia  county,  on  the  Comptroller's  books, 
report: 

That  on  the  alleged  ground  for  relief  to  wit:  the  ignorance  of  the 
petitioner  of  the  passage  of  the  Revenue  law  of  1845,  your  commit- 
tee are  not  satisfied  that  he  is  entitled  to  relief.  From  a  receipt  of 
i.  Caller  (the  immediate  predecessor  of  the  petitioner  in  the  cleikship^ 
dated  Sect.  13th,  1845,  which  has  been  shewn  to  your  committee,  it 
appears  me  several  copies  of  the  laws  of  July,  1845,  had  been  do* 
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Irverbd  to  Mr.  Carter  as  clerk,  d^;. — and  although  it  is  possible  that 
the  petitioner  might  have  been  ignorant  of  the  law,  yet  he  had  am- 
ple oppoitunitj  to  ascertain  its  existence  and  provisions.  To  grant 
relief  tinder  the  circumstances,  jour  committee  fear  might  funush  a 
precedent  for  legislation  highly  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  State. 
It  is  therefore  recommended  that  tiie  relief  sought  be  not  granted. 

The  above  ground  for  relief  is  the  only  one  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  committee  by  the  reference  of  the  petition  to  them* 
There  are  other  circumstances  connected  with  the  case  worthy  the 
notice  of  die  House,  which  it  is  deemed  proper  to  present  for  con* 
sideration.  It  is  extremely  doubtfol  whether  the  petitioner  in  granting 
licenses  to  retail  spirituous  liquors  afler  the  passage  of  the  revenue 
act  of  July,  1845,  in  consideration  of  law,  was  acting  as  a  State 
officer;  and  whether  the  State  has  any  leg&l  claim  upon  him  for  the 
monies  collected^  The  above  revenue  act  made  it  the  duty  of  the 
assessor  in  each  county  to  assess  upon  and  the  sheriff  to  collect  from 
retailers  of  spirituous  Uquors  a  tax  of  thirhr  dollars,  and  although  this 
act  does  not  expressly  repeal  all  previous  Jaws  on  the  subject,  yet  it 
is  believed  that  such  repeal  was  intended.  This  belief  is  strength- 
ened by  the  &ct  that  the  same  legislature  i^t  its  subsequent  session 
in  December  1845,  passed  a  law  which  contains  a  provi^n  cleariy 
contemplating  the  above  repeal  by  the  act  of  July.  All  of  mdiich  is 
respectfolly  submitted.  LOUIS  ALDRICH,  Chairman. 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  back  a  bill  entitled 
"An  Act  to  provide  a  salary  for  the  Quarter  Master  General,"  made 
the  following  Report,  which  was  received  and  concurred  in,  viz : 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  back  a  bill  entitled 
an  act  to  provide  a  salary  for  the  Quartermaster  General  and  for 
other  purposes,  offer  the  within  bill  as  a  substitute  for  the  original, 
and  ask  tne  concurrence  of  the  House  thereto. 

W.  M.  MAXWELL,  Chairman. 

The  enclosed  biU  entitled  *^An  Act  to  provide  a  salary  for  the  Quar- 
ter Master  General,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read,  and  the  rule 
being  waived,  read  a  second  time  by  title,  aiid  ordered  to  be  engross^ 
ed  for  to-morrow. 

A  Message  from  the  Governor,  relative  to  the  "unequal  taxation  of 
money  at  interest,"  was  read  and  i^rred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance and  Public  Accounts. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 

Senate  bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  the  Executors  of  George 
Kingsley,  deceased,  to  sell  real  estate,"  was  read  a  thiid  time  with 
the  engrossed  amendment,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote 


Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  AWrich,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Bum- 
ham.  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hall, 
Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Ki^,  A.  E.  Maxwell, 
W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  M<MTi8<Mi, 
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Oventreet,  Quiggles,  Soott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Taylor,  Tanner  ^  War 
terson — 80. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  Bill,  as  amended,  passed — ^Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  *^An  Act  to  make  the  Certificates  of  the  Treasurer 
of  this 'State,  receivable  in  payment  of  all  public  dues,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bryan,  Burnham,  Chain, 
Collins,  Cook,  Crawfi)rd,  Forward,  Garrason,  Henderson,  Higgin* 
botham,  King,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  j^» 
ner  and  Waterson — ^20. 

Nays — Messrs.  Blackburn,  Hall,  Hagner,  A.  £.  Maxwell,  W.  M. 
Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Shields  and  Tay* 

So  said  BiU  passed — ^Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  An  Act  to  amend 
an  act  to  establish  a  Tariff  of  Fees — approved  Feb.  15th,  1834,  and 
which  was  approved  Dec.  27th,  1845," — ^was  read  a  third  time,  am) 
on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was — 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bryan,  Burnham,  Chain, 
Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Garrason,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  King, 
Morrison,  Overstreet,  Scott,  Sheldon  and  Waterson — 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Blackburn,  Forward,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hancock,  A. 
E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Shields,  Tan- 
ner and  Taylor — 11. 

So  said  Bill  passed — ^Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  Act  providing  for  the  payment  of  Grand  and 
Petit  Jurors,  of  the  respective  Counties  of  the  State,  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  State,"  was  read  a  third  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entiUed  "An  Act  to  exempt  the  citizens  of  Levy  county 
from  serving  as  Jurymen  beyond  the  limits  of  said  county,"  was  read 
a  dd  time,  and  on  Uie  question  of  its  passage,  (he  vote  wft»T- 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Qlackbum,  Biyan,  Burnham,  Chain,  . 
Collins,  Crawfonl,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Hig- 
ginbothan^  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  \y.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Mon- 
roe, Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quig^es,  3Uelds,  Taylor,  Tanner  pm^ 
Waterson — 24. 

Nays — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Scott,  Sheldon— -:4. 

So  said  Bill  passed — ^Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  ^ct  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  concern- 
ing Wills,  Letters  Testamentary,  Letters  of  Administration,  and  the 
duties  of  Executors,  Administrators  and  Guardians,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was — 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Burnham, 
Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall, 
Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M. 
Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Over- 
<rtreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Taylor  and  Waterson. — 29* 

N4T8~Mr.  Tanner^l.    So  said  Bill  passed— Title  as  stated. 
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Tto  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  make  talid  the  proceedings  of  amidiy 
)>enons  commbsioned  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  this  Sttttej  was 
tead  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  Toto  was 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Blacklwm,  Bradwefl,  Bry- 
an, Bumham,  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason, 
Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higrinbotham,  Johnston,  King, 
A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  MitcheU  of  Jackson,  MitcheH  of 
Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Tartner, 
Taylor  and  Waterson — 31. 

Nats-— none. 

So  said  biU  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

Senate  Bill  entitled  An  Act  in  relation  to  roads  in  Cohimbia 
county,  was  read  a  third  time  and  laid  on  die  table. 

Senate  Bill  entitled  An  Act  to  give  to  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  this  State,  the  power  to  impose  fines  and  penalties  in  crim- 
inal cases,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage 
the  vote  was 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Blackburn  and  Taylor — 2^ 

Nats — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham, 
Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawferd,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner, 
Hall,  Hanco(^  Henderson,  Hiffginbotham,  Johnston,  A.  E.  Max** 
well,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet, 
Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Tanner  and  Waterson — 27* 

So  said  Bill  was  lost* 

The  bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  the  office  of 
Register  of  Public  Lands  for  the  State  of  Florida,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  fbr 
the  consideration  of  special  amendmenis* 

After  some  consideration,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  th«ir  chair- 
man, Mr.  Aldrich,  reported  the  bill,  with  amendments  ;  wbicb  w^^ 
concurred  in,  except  as  to  the  fbllowing  amendment^  %'iz  ,  at  the  end 
of  the  first  section,  insert  the  fbllowing  proviso  :  Provided^  however^ 
the  said  Register  of  Public  Lands  shaU  bo  at  liberty  to  invest  any  of 
the  aforesaid  funds,  in  the  stock  or  certificates  of  the  Slate  of  Florida. 
or  to  loan  the  same  to  the  Sti^te,  on  lawful  Interest — ^gi^ing  the  siiid 
State  of  n^da  the  preference,  in  all  casein ;  upon  the  adoption  of 
which,  Messrs.  Forward  and  Taylor  called  the  yeas  and  iiay».  The 
vote  was  as  follows,  viz  : 

Yeas — 'Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain, 
Collins,  Crawford,  Garrason,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston, 
Ring,  W^  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  9^®^^®^  Quiggles,  Scott,  and 
Sheldon— 18. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hancock, 
A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Shiekis,  Taylor,  Tamkmr,  aad 
Waterson — 12. 

So  said  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  8  o'clock,  P.  M^ 
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8  (yCLOCK,  p.  M. 

Tlie  same  bill  was  read  a  2d  time,  widi  iMueiidments,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  in  relaticHi  to  roads  and  highways,  in  the 
counties  of  Washington,  Benton,  and  Hamilton,  was  read  a  third 
time ;  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was — 

Yi&AS — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Blackburn, 
Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bcomham,  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Gar- 
rason^  Hagner,  Hall,  Henderspn,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  King, 
A.  £.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison, 
Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Tanner,  Taylor,  and  Wa« 
nerson — 30. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  was  passed-— title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  regulating  judi- 
efai  proceedings,  was  read  a  dd  time ;  and  on  the  question  of  its 
passage,  the  vote  was— 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Blackburn, 
Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Garra- 
•oii,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston, 
King,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Over- 
street,  Quiggles,  Ross,  Sco.t,  Sheldon,  Tanner,  Taylor,  and  Water- 
sen — 80. 

Nays — ^None, 

So  said  bill  passed*f4itle  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
the  execution  laws,  approved  15th  March,  1844,  was  read  dd  time ; 
and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  wasr^ 

YsAff — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Blackburn, 
Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Chain,  Collins,  Cooik,  Crawford,  Garra- 
son,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston, 
King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe, 
Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Tanner,  Tay- 
Iw,  and  Waterson — 31. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  biU  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  pleadings  in  civil  cases  in  the 
courts  of  record  of  this  State,  was  read  a  3d  time  ;  and  on  the  ques« 
tiob  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was-^ 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Henderson, 
Overstreet — 6. 

Nays — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Akhrich,  Bannerman,  BradweU, 
Chain,  Collins,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Han* 
eock,  HigAnbothan^  Johnston,  King,  A.  E.  MaxweQ,  W.  M.  Max* 
Well,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Quiggles, 
Robs,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Tanner,  Taylor,  and  Waterson — ^27. 

So  said  Bai  Was  lost. 

The  bill  entitled  '<  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  of  Alachua 
County  to  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  of  Marion  county,  the  amomit  of 
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the  county  tax  in  his  hands  assessed  and  collected  upon  lands  Ijring 
in  Marion  county,  was  read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its 
{)assage  the  vote  was 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Black- 
1)um,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford, 
Forward,  Garrason,  Ha^er,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbo- 
tham,  Johnston,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of 
Jack^n,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstroet,  Quiggles,  Ross, 
Scott,  Sheldon,  Tanner,  and  Taylor«-83. 

Nays — ^none. 

So  said  Bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  the  qualified  voters  of  each 
county  in  this  State  to  elect  Judges  of  Probate,  which  was  heretofore 
passed,  and  the  vote  thereon  reconsidered,  was^read  again,  and  on 
the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was 

YsAS-r-Messrs.  Allison,  Bannerman,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Bumham, 
Chain,  Crawford,  Hall,  Johnston,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of 
Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Mcnrison,  Quiggles,  and  Taylor — 16. 

Nats— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bradwell,  Collins,  Cook, 
Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham, 
A.  E.  Maxwell,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon  and  Tanner — 17. 

So  said  bill  was  lost 

The  bill  entitled  ^  An  Act  to  abolish  the  pay  of  Adjutant  and  In- 
spector General  of  the  State  "  was  read  3d  time,  and  on  the  question 
of  its  passage,  the  vote  was 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Black- 
bum,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Chain,  Cook,  Collins,  Crawford, 
Garrason,  Hagner,  Hail,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  John- 
ston, King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Mon- 
roe, Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Tanner, 
Taylor,  and  Waterson— 32. 

NAYfr — none. 

So  said  biU  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

The  biU  entitled  '^  An  Act  to  authorize  certain  persons  to  estab- 
lish a  ferry  across  the  Apalachicola  river  at  Chattahoochie,"  was 
read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was 

Ybas — -Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bum- 
ham, Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hall, 
Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  King,  W.  M.  Max- 
well, Mitchell  of  Jackson,  JVfitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet, 
Quiggles,  Ross,  Scott,  Tanner,  and  Taylor — ^27. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Allison,  and  Waterson — 2, 

So  said  biU  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  ''  An  Act  for  the  benefit  of  Henry  O'Neal  of 
Washington  county,"  was  read  third  time,  and  on  the  questiim  of  its 
passage,  the  vote  was 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannemoan,  Bradwell, 
Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hall,  W.  M.  Maxwell, 
j^itchell  of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Sheldon,  Tanner,  and  Tayloiw-rlO. 
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Nays — Messrs.  Allison,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Chliin, 
Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginboiham,  Johnston,  King, 
Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Ross,  Scott,  and  Water^ 
son. — 17. 

So  said  bill  was  lost 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  Collectors  of  Taxes,  and 
other  officers  holding  public  moneys,  to  remit  the*  same  to  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  State,  was  read  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  3d  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  the  criminal  laws  now  in 
ioTce  in  this  State,  was  read  2d  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  Messrs.  Garrason,  Waterson,  and  Overstreet. 

Senate  Resolution  relative  to  adjournment  sine  die  on  22d  inst^ 
was  read  a  second  time  and  on  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Blackburn  and  Quiggles,  and  were 
as  follows,  viz : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garra- 
son, Hagner,  W..  M.  Majtwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott, 
Shields  and  Taylor— 14. 

Nats — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs;  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Black- 
bum,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Hig- 
ginbotham,  Johnston,  King,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Mon- 
roe, Ross,  Sheldon,  Tanner  and  Waterson — ^20. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  for  its  indefinite  postponement  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  by  Messrs.  Blackburn  and  Uryan  and  were  as  follows,  viz : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Chain,  Morrison,  Quiggles,  Shields— 4. 

Nays — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Black- 
bum,  BradweU,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward, 
Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  John- 
ston, King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Mon- 
roe, Overstreet,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Tanner,  Taylor  and  Waterson 
—30. 

So  said  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Hagner  offered  the  following  amendment,  viz :  Strike  out  22d, 
and  insert  ^'31st," — ^which  was  adopted.  The  rule  being  waived,  the 
resolution  was  read,  second  and  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended. 

Senate  bill  entitled  **An  Act  more  particularly  to  define  Mortgage 
Liens,"  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  Sarah  A.  Alston," 
was  read  second  time,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  third  time  by 
title,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  wat-^ 

YBA»-Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,Bannerman,  BUckbum, 
Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain,  Crawford,  Garraaon,  Hagner,  EUU,  Hen- 
derson, Johnston,  King,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe, 
Morrison,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Tanner,  Taylor, 
Waterson.— 26. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Hancodi  and  Higginbotham — 2* 
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Bo  laid  Bill  was  passed — ^Tide  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  *^An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  W.  J.  McCaughan, 
of  Gadsden  county,"  was  read  second  time,  and  the  rule  being  waiv- 
ed, read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was— • 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Black- 
bum,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Garrason, 
Hagner,  Hall,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  King,  Mitchell 
of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Ross,  Tanner, 
Taylor  and  Waterson — ^26. 

Nays — Mr.  Hancock — 1. 

So  said  bill  passed — ^Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  ""An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  R.  E.  Littld,"  was 
read  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  Act  in  relief  of  Trustees  of  T.  1,  R.  1,  S.  ^ 
E.,"  was  read  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  angroesed  for  to-mor- 
row. 

The  biD  entitled  "An  Act  in  relief  of  Craven  G.  Fife,"  was  read 
second  time,  and  Mr.  Chain  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table— which  was 
lost,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  Stone,"  was  read, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner  amended,  by  adding  to  the  first  section 
the  words  "being  the  amount  of  taxes  erroneoucly  imposed  on  him," 
which  bill  was  read  with  amendments,  and  (mlered  to  be  engrossed 
lor  to-morrow. 

The  "Resolutions  relative  to  the  Circular  issued  from  the  office  of 
the  Comptroller,  24th  Aug.  1846,"  were  r^ad  second  time,  and  Mr. 
Hagner  moved  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  thereon — which 
was  lost  On  motion  of  Mr.  Allison,  it  was  made  a  special  order  for 
Wednesday  next 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  half  past  9  o'dock. 


TuESDAT,  December  21,  1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being  called, 
there  was  a  quorum  present. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  jour- 
nal of  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waterson, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  dec.  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
so  amend  the  9th  clause  of  the  5th  article  of  the  Constitution,  as  to 
give  to  the  qualified  voters  in  each  county  in  this  State,  the  right  of 
electing  the  Judges  of  Probate ;  which  was  read,  aad  ovdered  for  a 
second  reading  to.4norrow. 

On  moticm  of  Mr.  King,  the  Senate  Bill  entitled  ""An  Act  in  nfer- 
ence  to  Roads  and  Highways  in  Columbia  county,"  was  taken  fixxn 
the  table,  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Jackson,  moved  to  re-consider  the  vote  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  heretofore  lost,  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  any 
tax  collector,  or  other  officer,  firont  making  a  levy  and  safe  of  pioper- 
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ty  in  the  cases  herein  proyided  for ;  which  was  carried*  and  the  bill 
placed  among  the  special  orders  of  Thursday  next 
On  nx>tion  of  Mr.  Allison, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  6ui.  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
organize  the  Florida  Cavaliers ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a 
second  reading  to-morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bannerman, 

The  rule  was  waived,  and  leave  granted  him  to  introduce  a  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  empower  Robert  H.  Hall  (a  minor)  to  assume  the 
management  of  his  own  estate ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading  to-morrow. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bladcbum, 

Ordered^  That  the  preamble  and  resolutions  in  regard  to  the 
existing  war  with  Mexico,  be  spread  on  the  journal  as  fdlows,  to 
wit: 

Whereas,  by  a  solenm  declaration  made  by  the  constituted  authorities 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  13th  May,  1846,  it  was  proclaimed  to 
the  world  that  '*by  the  act  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  a  state  of  war 
exists  between  Uiat  Government  and  the  United  States ;"  and 
with  an  unanimity  as  rare  as  it  was  patriotic,  the  same  authorities, 
at  the  same  time,  provided  for  prosecuting  that  war  to  a  "speedy 
and  successful  termination :"  And  whereas,  with  a  magnanimity 
becoming  a  free  and  powerful  Republic,  but  misrepresented  by 
trans-atlwtic  sycophants,  and  misconstrued  by  those  towards  whom 
it  was  extended,  the  United  States  have  sought  to  mitigate  the  hor- 
rors of  war — to  spare  private  property,  and  to  respect  even  the  pre- 
judices of  the  enemy :  And  whereas,  notwithstanding  this,  and  not* 
withstanding  that  by  a  quick  succession  of  brilliant  victories,  the 
star-spangled  banner  has  been  planted  in  all  the  stronff-holds,  and 
even  in  £e  ancient  capital  of  the  hostile  country,  the  nttuous  ene* 
my  still  revises  to  'Slo  justice  and  love  mercy,"  but  persists,  within 
sight  of  the  United  States'  flag,  to  perpetrate,  bv  stealth,  the  most 
wanton  and  inhuman  outrages — thus  premonishing  us  what  we 
might  expect  on  our  contiguous  fSrontier,  if  our  army  should  be  with- 
drawn before  the  fell  spirit  of  revenge  should  have  been  efl^tual- 
ly quelled:  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved^  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreaeiUoHoes  of  the 
State  of  Florida^  in  ChnerdL  Assembly  conoened^  That  whether  we 
consider  the  causes,  still  existing,  which  would  have  justified  the  Unit- 
^ed  States,  many  years  ago,  in  waging  an  offensive  war  against  Mex- 
ico, or  the  unprovoked  attack  that  she  has  made  upon  the  U.  States ; 
whether  we  lo<^  to  the  mord  effect  that  would  be  produced  through^ 
out  the  civilized  world  bv  such  a  measure,  derogatory  to  the  institu- 
tions and  to  the  people  of  this  confederacy,  were  our  army  to  be  with- 
drawn before  the  end  for  which  it  was  sent  to  Mexico  shouU  have 
been  eSdded ;  or  whetiier  we  consult  the  security  of  oui  border  popu- 
lation, and  the  progress  of  civilization,  with  its  attendant  benefits,  it 
wouM  be  inexpedient,  unpatriotic  and  unwise,  to  relax  the  eneisy  with 
which  the  war  is  prosecuted,  until  we  shall  have  obCaiiie4  indenmity 
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6r  pMt  tniuriafy  and  m  much  assurance  of  fiiture  respect  far  cor  rightr 
as  a  fiiithless  anaichj  can  give. 

Resolved  further f  That  should  the  Federal  Government,  descend- 
ing fiom  the  proud  eminence  in  which  it  stood  on  the  19th  May,  1846, 
and  repudiating  the  solemn  dedaiation  then  promulgated,  determine 
to  conclude  the  war  without  accomplishing  Uie  objects  for  which  it 
was  so  unanimously  declared,  a  stain  wouU  thereby  be  fixed  on  the 
country^  as  durable  as  the  glory  that  surrounds  the  names  of  those  he- 
roic pa^ots  whose  lives  hare  been  sacrificed /or  that  eotmtry^s  rights* 

ResohedyfiHrtheTf  HuU  the  late  message  of  the  President  indioUee 
the  only  course  that  the  Government  can  pursue  in  regard  to  this 
contest,  consistently  vrith  proper  respect  tat  the  honor  of  the  counliy, 
and  its  permanent  peace  luid  safr  ty. 

ResMvedfitrtheTf  That  it  is  alflce  due  to  the  memory  of  the  dead, 
and  to  the  honor  of  the  survivmg  heroes,  that  the  end  of  a  contest  in 
mfdc  h  they  have  enriched  the  s<^  of  the  enemy  with  copious  libatioBS 
fipom  patriot  hearts,  should  not  be  inglorious  and  firuitless  to  their  coim- 
try. 

On  moti<m  of  Mr«  Quiggles, 

The  rule  was  waived,  aad  leave  gnuited  him  to  introduce  a  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  declare  and  make  £e  citiienship  of  the  keeper  or 
keepers  of  the  Live  Oak  plantation  opposite  to  the  cfty  of  Pensa- 
cola,  in  the  county  of  Escambia,  in  place  of  the  county  of  Santa 
Rosa ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  far  a  second  reading  to*monow« 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Soott, 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  public  lands, 
and  an  act  concerning  occupying  claimants  to  lands,  were  placed 
among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Johnston  gave  notice  that  he  will,  after  to-day,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
lo  organixe  Courts  of  Plrobates  far  the  State  of  Florida,  a{^[«oved 
July  25,  1845. 

Mr.  Hagner  presented  the  petition  of  Messrs.  Andreves,  Shine,  4ec* 
relative  to  J.  Barry^  deceased,  late  Sheriff  of  Leon  County ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  biU  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  it  was — 

Rescivedj  That  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be  requested  te 
fonish  this  House  with  such  infarmation  and  testimony  as  he  hm^ 
have  in  his  oflioe,  or  possession,  touching  the  claim  of  Capt.  Wm.  H. 
Payne's  oompany,  far  services  rendered  in  Colombia  county,  Florida, 
in  the  years  1888  and  1889,  in  accordance  with  a  resohition  on  that 
suliject,  adopted  by  the  last  General  Assembly  of  this  State. 

The  folbwing  report  firom  the  Committee  on  Propositimis  and 
Grievances,  was  received  and  concurred  in,  vix : 
The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  in  compliance  with 

a  resolution  of  the  House,  requiring  the  committee  to  repoit 

whether  it  vrill  be  advisable  to  invest  the  County  Commissionefs 

in  Uie  several  counties,  with  the  powere  and  juriiMyotion  ex  officio 
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of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  have  hhd  the  same  onde^  consi^raidoii, 

and  report : 

That,  by  the  kw  providiDg  finr  the  election  of  Justices  of  the 
the  Peace  in  the  seTei^  districts  in  each  coun^,  it  is  provided  that 
two  or  more  Justices  shall  be  elected  in  each  district,  dearij  giving 
the  Toteril  df  each  (fistrict  the  power  to  elect  as  many  Justices  of  the 
Peace  as  conTenience  mieht  in  any  case  require,  ivhich  provision 
would  seem  to  do  away  vnm  any  necessity  of  investing  County  Com- 
missioners  widi  the  proposed  powers. 

In  many  counties  of  this  State,  the  emoluments  derived  £rom  the 
office  of  Justice  of  die  Peace  aie  so  small,  that  it  renders  the  office 
not  a  desiraUe  one.  It  is,  in  many  cases,  difficult  to  get  competent 
persons  to  accept  the  office.  To  invest  comimssioners  with  the 
powers  of  Justices,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  by  a  re« 
duction  of  the  emoluments  of  the  office,  increase  the  difficulty  in  this 
respect. 

ui  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  counties,  and  in  the  estab. 
lishment  of  the  school  system.  It  is  probable  that  important  additioiial 
duties  will  be  prescribed  fer  County  Commissioners,  and  to  invest 
them  with  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  oi  Justices  might  be  burden- 
some. 

From  these  considerations,  and  from  the  fiu^  that  so  fiur  as  your 
committee  are  ipformed,  there  has  been  no  expression  of  ojunion  in 
the  several  counties,  desiring  a  change  in  the  law  in  this  respect, 
your  committee  respectfully  submit,  tlutt  it  b  not  advisable  to  invest 
County  Conunissioners  whh  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  ex  officio  of 
Justices  of  the  P^ace. 

LOUIS  ALDRICH,  Chairman. 

The  fcUovdng  report  £rom  the  Committee  on  Chiims,  was  received 
and  concurred  in: 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  wea  referred  the  petition  of 
Edward  Barnard,  have  instnicted  me  to  report : 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  find  that 
the  claim  is  on  account  of  medicines  furnished  to  one  of  the  com* 
panics  of  Florida  vdunteers.  Under  the  views  already  expressed  by 
this  House,  in  its  action  on  the  subject  of  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Florida  volunteers,  such  m  claim  ferms  a  proper  charge 
against  the  United  States,  rather  than  against  the  State,  and  shomd 
ti^refore  be  paid  by  the  femier.  The  committee,  concurring  in 
these  views,  are  of  opinion  that  the  petitioner  ahould  abide  the  action 
of  Congress  on  the  subject,  and,  when  provbion  shall  be  made 
therefor,  receive  his  paymeirt  from  the  United  States,  the  '^party  from 
whom  it  is  justly  due.  Hence  it  is  deemed  proper,  and  the  commit- 
tee recommend  that  tiie  claim  be  not  allowed.  Respectfully  submit- 
ted. 

A.  E.  MAXWELL,  ChaimUuL 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bdls  made  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  concurred  in,  viz : 

Tl»  Comnullee  on  Enrolled  Bilk,  beg  leave  to  report^  as  cbrr^tly 
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«iirolled,  ^An  Act  to  more  fidly  define  the  rates  o(  and  duty  of  roots 
for  the  Port  of  Cedar  Keys."    RespectfiiUy  submitted, 

W.  A.  FORWARD,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  made  the  Mowing  Report,  viz : 
The  Committee  on  Claims  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sun* 

diy  citizens,  praying  the  recognition  by  the  General  AssemUy, 

and  payment  by  the  State,  of  certain  debts  incurred  by  the  leie 

Territory  of  Florida,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 

instructed  me  to  report : 

That  the  petitions  set  forth  the  &ct  that  the  petitioners  hxM  the 
scrip  of  the  late  Territory,  no  part  of  which  has  been  paid,  and  that 
the  said  scrip  was  issued  under  the  laws  of  said  Territory  for  debts 
incurred  by  its  then  subsisting  government  The  committee  believe 
it  is  but  an  act  of  justice  on  me  part  of  the  State  to  individuals  who 
hdd  such  scrip  bona  fide,  service  being  rendered  therefer  to  the  Ter- 
ritory, that  they  should  be  paid.  They  believe  inasmuch  as  the  change 
fiom  a  Territorial  to  a  State  Government  does  not  dissolve  the  con* 
tracts  of  the  former,  nor  impair  the  obligation  to  discharge  its  indebt- 
edness, that  all  just  and  valid  claims  against  the  Territory  are  binding 
against  the  State.  They  are  aware  t^  the  present  condition  of  the 
l^easury  will  not  allow  that  payment  to  be  made  at  present,  of  all 
the  claims  of  this  character  which  they  are  advised  are  still  outstan- 
ding, yet  they  would  not  on  this  account,  deem  it  proper,  and  certainly 
not  honorable,  for  the  State  to  repudiate  them. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  State,  confirmed  by  an 
examination  of  the  Territorial  books  in  his  ofiice,  it  appears  that 
there  is  still  an  unliquidated  debt  of  the  Territory  amounting  to  about 
$16,000.  Now,  as  between  the,  difierent  holders  of  the  scrip  for  this 
debt,  it  would  not  be  rifht  that  a  preference  should  be  given  to  one 
over  another,  and  it  is  ^vious  that  all  cannot  be  paid  at  once.  In 
view  of  this  difficulty,  and  to  obviate  trouble  and  annoyance  in  figure 
legislation  on  this  subject,  the  committee  have  thought  it  best,  in  pro- 
viding relief  for  the  petitioners,  to  suggest  a  general  remedy  which 
will  place  them  and  all  the  other  creditors  of  the  late  Territory  up<m 
an  equal  footing.  The  wel&re  of  the  State  seems  to  require  this. 
They  therefore  recommend  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  Ter- 


ritonal  scrip  issued  by  Territorial  law,  for  debts  incurred  in  behalf 
of  the  Territoiy,  which  will  authorize  such  payment  in  four  equal 
annual  instalments,  believing  that  therebv,  under  the  circumstances, 
justice  and  equity  will  be  done  to  the  holders  of  said  scrip.  It  appear- 
ing firom  the  books  of  the  Comptroller  that  there  is  a  balance  due  to 
the  late  Territory  and  yet  unpaid,  a  part  of  which  the  committee  are 
credibly  informed  can,  with  due  diligence,  be  collected,  they  have 
thought  it  would  be  proper,  in  assuming  the  payment  of  Territorial 
debts,  to  provide  that  the  moneys  which  may  be  received  on  said  ac- 
count shaill  be  thrown  into  the  general  fund  of  the  State.  In  ofiering 
tbe  remedy  proposed,  the  committee  make  a  distinction  between  scrip 
issued  on  Territorial  account,  and  that  issued  on  account  of  expenses 
of  the  Indian  war.    The  propriety  of  this  distinction  grows  out  of 
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the  &ct  that  the  latter  are  more  properly  debts  against  the  United 
States.  In  ftutherance  of  their  views,  the  committee  herewith  sub* 
mit  a  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  for  the  benefit  of  the  scrip-holders  of 
the  late  Territorj  of  Florida,  which  they  recommend  for  adoption, 
and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject A.  E.  MAXWELL,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received,  and  of  it,  together  with  the  accompanying 
bill,  entitled  ^'An  Act  for  the  benefit  of  ihe  Scrip-holders  of  the  lat(5 
Territory  of  Florida,"  and  which  was  read,  250  copies  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  Select  Committee,  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  relative  to  Pri- 
maiT  Schools — ^and  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges,  made 
the  following  Report,  viz : 

The  Select  Committee  of  this  House  which  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  Bill  to  be  entitled  *^An  Act  to  establish  a  sys- 
tem of  Primary  Schools  in  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  to 
which  Committee— together  with  the  Standing  Committee  of  the 
House  on  Schools  and  Colleges — ^was  referred  an  engrossed  Bill  fixxn 
Senate,  entitled  ^An  Act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  Common 
Schools — have  had  the  said  engrossed  Bill — as  well  as  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  Primary  Schools — under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  Report : 

That  your  Conmiittees  have  had  united  action,  as  was  the  design 
of  the  House,  upon  the  subject  matter  referred  :  and  that  they  have 
determined  to  report  the  accompanying  bill,  in  lieu  of  the  bill  from  the 
Senate — a  bill  it  will  be  seen  variant  in  its  plan,  from  that  proposed 
by  the  Senate.  Upon  a  subject  of  so  much  moment,  and  so  vast  inter- 
est to  the  State  at  large,  demanding  for  itself  the  zealous* care  of  the 
Legislature,  your  Committee  feel  that  they  cannot  too  earnestly  unite 
in  immediate  action  in  the  premises :  and  they  have,  in  order  to  save 
the  time  of  the  House,  reported  said  bill  with  all  despatch  compatible 
with  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  involved,  and  the  difficulty  of  the 
subject,  trusting  that  the  system  proposed  by  your  Committees,  will 
commend  itself  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  House.  Your  Conunit- 
tee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration  of  this  subject. 

THOMAS  H.  HAGNER,  Ch'n. 
WILLIAM  A.  FORWARD, 
J.  L.  SHIELDS, 
JOHN  W.  COOK, 
JOHN  L.  CRAWFORD. 

Which  was  received,  and  made  a  special  order  fer  Thursday  next 
— and  together  with  the  accompanying  Bill,  which  was  read,  ordered 
to  be  printed. — (500  copies.) 

The  Select  Conrniittee  to  which  was  referred  a  Bill  entitled  **An 
Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  Act  to  organize  the  Circuit  Courts 
of  the  State  of  Florida,"  made  the  following  Report,  viz  : 
The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Bill  to  be  entitled 

An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  organize  the  Circuit 

Coorts  of  the  State  of  Florida,  have  had  the  same  under  contid- 

eration,  and  ask  leave  to  make  the  following  report,  to  wit : 
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Your  committee,  after  having  deliberated  <m  theconflictiiig  advaa* 
tages  and  disadvantages  of  the  Bill,  and  of  the  law  as  it  now  exists, 
are  unable  to  see  that  any  advantage^  could  be  gained,  of  a  pub« 
lie  and  general  character,  by  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  over  thai  whiek 
IS  already  secured  by  law  :  therefore,  recommend,  that  the  bill  be  not 
passed.  All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted,  and  your  coar^ 
mittee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  fiirther  consideration  of  the  sub* 
ject  JOHN  MORRISON,  Ch*mn. 

JOHN  CHAIN, 
JOHN  W.  COOK, 

Which  was  received,  and  together  with  the  accompanying  Bill, 
placed  amonff  the  orders. 

Senate  BiU  entitled  ^An  Act  to  establish  the  salary  of  the  Qjwuter 
Master  General,"  was  received,  read  and  ordered  for  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  from  the  Senate  was  read,  vis : 

Sbnatb  Chaxbbb«  Dec  30,  1847. 
Ifofi.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir — Messrs.  Avery,  Fairmmks  and  Tabor  have  been  appomted 
a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  with  a  similar  com* 
mittee  <m  the  part  or  the  House,  in  relation  to  ^Preamble  and  Res* 
olutions  relative  to  the  expenses  of  Florida  Volunteers  previous  to 
beinff  mustered  into  the  United  States'  service."  The  attention  of 
the  House  is  respectfully  called  to  the  16th  Joint  Rule. 
Respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'v.  Semale. 
And  on  motion,  Messrs.  Hagner,  Tanner  and  W.  M.  Maxwell, 
were  appointed  a  similar  Committee  on  part  of  the  House. 
Also,  the  following  Message,  viz : 

Sbnatb  Chambbr,  Dec.  21,  1847. 
Hon,  Speaker  Ho.  Reps. : 

Sir : — ^The  Senate  has  this  day  adopted  the  following  resolution : 
Resolved^  That  the  Senate  will  on  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,  M., 
the  House  of  Representatives  concurring,  go  into  an  election  fer  a 
Judge  for  the  Southern  Circuit  of  this  State. 
Very  respectfiilly, 

C.  W.  DOWNU^Gy  Secretary  Senate. 
Which  was  concurred  in. 

The  following  communications  from  the  Treasurer  and  ComptroU 
ier,  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Public 
Accounts. 

Treasurer's  Ofpicb, 
TaUahassee,  20th  Dec.  1847. 
Hon.  J.  B.  Lancastbr,  Speaker  House  Representatives : 

Sir : — In  answer  to  a  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
adopted  on  the  17th  inst.,  calling  on  the  Treasurer  and  Compticller 
to  furnish  the  House  at  an  early  a  day  as  possible,  with  the  flawing 
information,  to  wit :  1st.  The  outstanding  liabilities  of  the  State,  au- 
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dhed.  2d.  The  probable  amount  that  is  oatstanding,  not  audited* 
Bd.  The  probable  amount  that  will  be  required  for  the  support  of  the 
pieaent  fiscal  year^  ending  the  3l9t  October,  1848. 

In  answer  to  the  first  inquiry,  I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  hand 
you  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  Treasury  Certificates  •utstanding 
on  the  18th  inst.,  agreeable  to  my  books.  The  Comptroller  will  gire 
you  the  information  called  for  under  the  second  and  third  inquiries. 
All  of  which  is  respectfoUy  submitted. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  BYRD,  State  Treasurer. 
Amount  of  Treasury  Certificates  outstanding  and 

unpaid  on  the  18th  December,  1847,  $15,886  19 

Cask  in  the  Treasury  applicable  to  the  payment 

of  them,  91400  W 

Cash  in  the  Treasury  applicable  to  the  contin- 
gent fimd,  2954  50 
There  are  outstanding  and  unaudited  claims  against  the  contingent 
fimd,  which  will  absorb  the  whole  amount  that  is  now  applicable  to 
it,  under  former  appropriations.     I  have  no  doubt  but  what  the  ar- 
rears of  the  assessments  of  the  Revenue  for  the  years  1846  and  1847, 
with  the  fines  and  forfeitures  and  auction  tax,  due  for  the  above  years, 
when  collected,  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  above  amount  of  out- 
standing liabilities  of  the  State  up  to  the  31st  of  October,  1847. 
BENJAMIN  BYRD,  State  Treasurer. 
CoxPTROLLEs's  Officb,  Tallahassce,  Dec.  20, 1847. 
7b  the  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir : — ^In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House,  adopted  on  the 
17th  instant,  requesting  the  Comptroller  and  Treasurer  to  fiimish  da- 
ta to  govern  the  House  in  making  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  on  the  dlst  October,  1848, 1  have  to  present  the  following  : 
Treasury  Certificates  outstanding  1st  Nov.  1847,  $35,027  14 

Amount  since  paid  into  the  Treasury,  22,913  94 

$12,118  20 
In  this  calculation  I  include  the  balance  of  the  contingent  fimd  re* 
naaining  unexpended  at  the  end  othist  fiscal  year,  as  having  returned 
to  the  general  fimd  (or  the  liquidation  of  certificates.  The  balance 
doe  on  the  assessments  of  1846  and  7  is  deemed  sufficient  to  meet  all 
outstanding  liabilities  up  to  the  date  oi  my  last  report 

Probable  Expenditures  for  Fiscal  Tear,  1848. 

j^gtimated  amount  outstanding,  not  audited  and  which  ac- 
crued prior  to  Fall  Term,  1847,        ....      $  1^00 

Legidatwe  Department. — Session  of  45  days  : — 
ray  of  members,  clerks  and  other  oflkers,      $10,860 
Prmting  fi>r  the  session,   ....        2,350 
Contingent  expenses,       ....  350 

=13,660 
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ExecuUve  Department. — Salary  of  officers,    ... 

Judicial  Department, — Salary  of  four  Judges,  Attorney 
General  and  four  Solicitors, 

Militia  Expense  of. — Salary  of  Adjt.  and  Inspector  Gen'l 

Printing  Laws^  <f  c. — Printing  Laws  and  Reports  of  Su- 
•  preme  Court, 

Supreme  Court. — ^Fees  and  per  diem  of  clerk,  $250 
Per  diem  of  Sheriff  and  servant-hire,  -  150 

Contingent  expenses,       ....  300 

Thompson's  Digest  of  Laws. — ^Pay  to  Compiler,  $2,500 
Expense  publishing  and  distributing,         -         2,500 

Expenses  PMic  Lands. — Salary  of  Register,  $1,000 
Travelling  expenses,       ....  300 

Criminal  Prosecutions  and  Contingent  Expense  of  Courts^ 

[It  is  suggested  that  a  specific  appropriation  for  each 
county  be  made,  keeping  the  expense  of  criminals  and 
contingent  expenses  separate  and  distinct] 
*Pay  of  Jurors,  at  one  dollar  per  day, 
Contingent  Fund, 


4,200 

9,300 
500 

1,000 


=700 


==5,000 


=1,800 
13,000 


7,100 
5,000 


Total,        $61,860 


*  The  foUowing  table  vnl\  show  the  estimate  for  each  county  in 
which  courts  are  held,  and  I  recommend  that  appropriation  be  noade 
for  each  county : 


Counties. 


No.  of  days 
Grand  Jury. 


No.  days 
PetJury 


Appro'n  for 
Grand  Jury. 


Appro'n  for 
Petit  Jmy. 


Total 
Amount. 


Escambia 

8 

12 

120 

288 

406 

Santa  Rosa 

6 

8 

90 

192 

282 

Walton 

6 

8 

00 

192 

282 

Washington 

2 

4 

30 

96 

126 

Jackson 

8 

16 

120 

384 

504 

Calhoun 

4 

4 

60 

96 

156 

Franklin 

8 
8 

12 

Totalfor 
12 

120             288 
Western  Circuit, 
120            288 

408 

$2,166 

Gadsden 

408 

Leon 

12 

24 

180 

676 

756 

Wakulla 

4 

8 

60 

192 

252 

Jefierson 

8 

12 

120 

288 

408 

Madison 

6 

•        12 

90 

288 

378 

Hamilton 

4 

6 

60 

144 

204 

TbtoZ  for  Middle  Circuit,         $2,406 
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Orange  and  St. 

Lucie 

4 

4 

60 

96 

156 

Marion 

6 

8 

90 

192 

282 

Alachua  and  Levy 

6 

8 

90 

192 

282 

Columbia 

8 

8 

120 

192 

812 

Nassau 

4 

4 

60      ^ 

96 

156 

Duval 

8 

8 

120 

192 

312 

St.  Johns 

8 

8 

120 

192 

812 

Touafor 

Eastern  Circuit, 

•1,812 

Benton 

6 

6 

90 

144 

284 

Hillsborough 

6 

6 

90 

144 

284 

Monroe 

6 

6 

90 

144 

284 

Dade 

0 

0 

00 

000 

000 

Totalfw 

Southern  Circuity 

702 

Grand  Total, 

•7,086 

N, 

P.  BEMIS, 

Comptroller. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  the  Printing  and  Binding  of  Thompson's  Digest,"  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time,  and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Conunittee  of  the  Whole, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  same. 

After  consideration  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman, 
Mr.  Blackburn,  reported  the  Bill  with  amendment — ^which  Report 
was  concurred  in. 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  half  past  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 


HALF  PAST  TWO  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  same  bill  was  read  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  to-morrow. 

Senate  Bill  entitled  ''An  Act  to  enforce  the  payment  of  Taxes,  as- 
sessed and  to  be  assessed,  against  all  institutions  claiming  corporate 
privileges  in  this  State,"  was  read  a  second  time,  and  Mr.  Hagner 
offered  the  following  amendment,  viz  : 

Sec.  4th.  That  in  all  cases  where  assessments  are  made  against 
any  person  or  persons,  body  politic  or  corporate-— and  payment  of  the 
same  may,  or  shall  be  refused  upon  allegation  of  the  illegality  of  such 
assessment,  such  person  or  personr,  body  politic  or  corporate  may  ap- 
ply  to  the  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  by  petition,  setting  forth  the  al- 
leged illegality,  and  present  the  same,  together  with  the  evidence,  to 
sustain  it — and  the  said  Judge  shall  decide  upon  the  same,  and  if  found 
to  be  illegal  shall  declare  the  assessment  not  lawfully  made. 

And  strike  out  "Section  4th,"  and  insert  Section  6th ;"  which  were 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Senate  Bill  entitled  **An  Act  in  relation  to  Fines  and  Forfeitures," 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Senate  BiU  entitled  "An  Act  to  encourage  and  &cilitate  Internal 
Improvements — and  to  authorize  and  regulate  Partnerships  for  that 

17 
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purpose,"  was  read  a  second  tune,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  U^ 
morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  this  State^ 
so  as  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
Chancellors,  and  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  hj  the  people  of  this 
State,  was  taken  up,  and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  for  the  consideration  thereof. 

After  some  deliberation,  the  c<Hnmittee  rose,  and  by  their  chair- 
man,  Mr.  Tanner,  reported  the  bill,  with  all  but  the  enacting  clause 
stricken  out  On  the  concurrence  with  which  report,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Forward  and  Allison,  and  were  as 
follows,  viz : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bradwell, 
Bumham,  Chain,  Collins,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Han- 
cock, Higginbotham,  Johnston,  A.  £.  Maxwell,  Quiggles,  Scott, 
Sheldon,  and  Tanner — 19. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Cook,  Crawford,  Hen- 
derson, King,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet, 
Ross,  Shields  and  Taylor— 14. 

So  said  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chain, 

The  rule  was  waived,  and  leave  granted  him  to  introduce  a  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  State,  in  relation  to 
the  term  of  services  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  Circuit 
Courts  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

The  report  of  the  Conmiittee  on  the  Judiciaiy,  upon  so  much  of 
the  Governor's  Message,  as  recommends  the  election  of  Judges  by 
the  people,  was  taken  up ;  and,  pending  the  consideration  £ereo( 
the  House  adjourned  until  half  past  nine  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  Dec.  22, 1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being  call- 
ed,  there  was  a  quorum  present. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  jour- 
nal  of  yesterday  was  read,  amended  a»l  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allison, 

The  rule  was  waived,  and  leave  granted  him  to  introduce  a  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  authorize  Thomas  L.  Baines  to  convey  a  town  lot, 
in  the  town  of  Quincy,  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-monrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell, 

The  rule  was  waived,  and  leave  granted  him  to  introduce  a  biU 
entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in 
the  Middle  Circuit ;  which  was  read,  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to- 
morrow,  and  seventy-five  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Af axwell. 
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The  biU  entitled  an  act  to  change  the  term  to  which  County  Com- 
miBsioners  shall  hold  their  office,  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  placed 
among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

A  communication  from  T.  Tyers,  Judge  of  Probate  for  Calhoun 
County,  relative  to  the  late  special  election  for  Assemblyman  held  in 
that  county,  was  read,  and  laid  on  Uie  table. 

The  following  report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  was 
received  and  concuxred  in,  vk : 
The  committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  which  was  referred  a  Resolution 

of  this  House  of  10th  December,  inst,  instructing  said  committee 

to  inquire  and  report,  whether  it  would  be  advisable  and  proper 

to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Solicitors  of  the  several  circuits,  and 

provide  that  such  salaries,  when  so  increased,  shall  be  in  lieu  of 

every  demand  against  the  State  for  the  services  of  such  Solicitors, 

beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  are  of  opinion  it  would  be  so  advisable,  and  indeed 
highly  advantageous.  The  salaries  of  those  officers  should  be  ren- 
dered certain,  and  independent  of  all  fees  of  office,  and  the  good  ef- 
fect would  result  that  the  State  would  know  exactly  how  much  she 
was  paying  for  the  services  of  her  Solicitors,  and  all  recourse  over 
for  fees  not  collected  from  defendants  in  criminal  prosecutions  would 
be  avoided.  Again,  it  would  serve,  your  committee  think,  to  elevate 
the  dignity  of  the  office,  to  render  the  officer  independent  in  his  high 
position  as  the  Representative  of  the  State,  by  removing  even  the 
imputation  of  contingent  interest.  Your  committee  have  reported 
the  accompanying  biU  to  effect  the  object  sought  to  be  attained.  The 
salaries,  your  committee  think,  should  be  six  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num, in  lieu  of  all  fees  of  office  and  perquisites  whatsoever. 

Your  committee  was  further  instructed  to  inquire,  **  whether  any 
and  what  changes  ought  to  be  made  in  the  tariff  of  fees  chargeable  in 
criminal  cases,  and  whether  the  same  ought  to  be  reduced,  to  Uie  end 
that  the  right  of  appeal,  if  the  same  shall  be  secured  to  persons  char- 
ged with  crime,  may  be  within  the  reach  of  all  so  charged."  Before 
your  committee  had  entered  on  this  part  of  the  reference,  the  House 
committed  to  another  committee  of  this  House  the  whole  subject  of 
the  reduction  of  the  tariff  of  fees,  as  well  in  criminal  as  in  civil  cases; 
and  your  committee,  feeling  apprehensive  lest  they  may  trench  upon 
the  action  of  that  committee,  and  feeling  that  as  they  have  the  whole 
subject  under  consideration,  that  committee  (on  propositions  and  grie- 
vances), will  be  able  to  do  greater  justice  to  the  subject,  your  com- 
mittee ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 

The  accompanying  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  organize 
Circuit  Courts,  was  read ;  and,  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second 
time  by  title  ;  whereupon,  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson  moved  to  amend, 
by  striking  out  the  word  "  six,"  and  inserting  "  eight."  Upon  a  di- 
vision of  the  question,  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  lost. 

Mr.  Allison  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  **  six"  in  the  fiflh  line. 
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and  insert  '*  four ;"  upon  the  adoption  of  which,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  by  Messrs.  Allison  and  Waterson,  and  were  as  fc^ows, 
viz: 

Ybas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allison,  Bannerman,  Blackburn, 
Bradwell,  Bumham,  Collins,  Crawford,  Crarrason,  Johnston,  Kbg, 
Morrison,  Ross,  and  Waterson — 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Aklrich,  Bryan,  Chain,  Cook,  Forward,  Hagner, 
Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  A.  E.  Maxwell, 
W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  MitcheU  of  Monroe,  Over- 
street,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Smith,  and  Tanner — 22. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Allison  then  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  ^  six,'' 
and  inserting  *^  five  ;"  whereupon,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Allison  and  Blackburn.     The  vote  was — 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allison,  Bannerman,  Blackburn, 
Bradwell,  Bumham,  Chain,  Collins,  Crawford,  Garrason,  Hall,  Han- 
cock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  King,  Morrison,  Over- 
street,  Ross,  Scott,  Shields,  and  Waterson — ^22. 

Nays — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bryan,  Cook,  Forward,  Hagner,  Hobart, 
A.  E.  Maxwell,  W,  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  ot 
Monroe,  Quiggles,  Sheldon,  Smith,  and  Tanner — 14. 

So  said  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engros- 
sed for  to-morrow. 

The  following  report  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  was 
read,  viz : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report,  as  correctly 
enrolled,  the  following  bills,  viz  : 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  pilotage  of  the  bar  of  the  river  St.  Johns, 
and  An  Act  to  facilitate  the  draining  of  the  Twelve  Mile  Swamp,  in 
the  County  of  St  Johns. 

Respectfully  submitted.         W.  A.  FORWARD,  Chairman. 

The  following  messages  from  the  Senate  were  received,  viz  : 

Senate  Chamber,  Dec.  21,  1847. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

SiK :  I  am  instructed  by  the  Senate  to  return  to  the  House  the 
enclosed  bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  aulhorize  the  executors  of 
George  Kingsley,  deceased,  to  sell  real  estate,  which  was  this  mor- 
ning transmitted  by  the  House  to  the  Senate,  and  to  ask  the  House 
if  any  amendments  have  been  made  to  said  bill  by  the  House  ;  and 
if  so,  wherein. 

Also,  I  am  instructed  by  the  Senate  to  return  to  the  House  the 
enclosed  resolution  relative  to  adjournment  sine  die  on  22d  instant, 
which  was  also  transmitted  to  the  Senate  this  morning  by  the 
House,  and  to  ask  if  any  amendments  have  been  made  to  said  reso- 
lution by  the  House  ;  and  if  so,  wherein. 
Very  respectflilly, 

C.  W.    DOWNING,  Sec'y.  Senate. 
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Sbnatb  Chascbbr,  Dec.  21,  1847. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sis — House  bill  entitled  **  An  act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts 
concerning  Wills,  Letters  Testamentary,  Letters  of  Administration, 
and  the  duties  of  Executors,  Administrators  and  Guardians,"  has  been 
indefinitely  postponed  by  the  Senate.      Respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secretary  Senate. 

House  resolution  expressive  of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Randall,  Brock- 
enbrough,  and  Baker,  examiners  of  Thompson's  Digest,  was  return- 
ed from  the  Senate,  having  passed  that  body  December  21st,  1847, 
and  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  prescribe  the  fees  of  the  Attorney 
General  of  this  State  in  certain  cases,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading  to-morrow. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  upon  so  much  of 
the  Governor's  Message,  as  recommends  the  election  of  Judges  by 
the  people,  was  read  ;  and,  pending  the  consideration  thereof  a  com- 
mittee from  the  Senate  announced  the  readiness  of  that  body  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a  Judge  of  the  Southern  Circuit,  in  accordance 
with  the  previous  joint  resolution  to  that  efi^ct. 

On  motion,  a  conamitteo  of  three,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Chain, 
Forward,  and  Waterson,  was  appointed  to  communicate  with  the 
Senate,  and  the  Speaker  announced  the  preparation  of  the  House  for 
the  election,  and  that  nominations  were  in  order.  Whereupon,  Mr. 
Garrason  nominated  George  W.  Macrae,  Esq.,  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Mon- 
roe, nominated  Adam  Gonlon,  Esq.,  Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell  nominated 
J.  B.  Lancaster,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Blackburn  nominated  Thomas  Ran- 
dall, Esq.  The  Speaker  appointed  Mr.  Tanner  Speaker  pro  tern., 
and  the  aforesaid  committee  reported  to  the  Senate  the  readiness  of 
the  House,  and  the  nominations  therein  made. 

A  Committee  from  the  Senate  announced  that  Messrs.  J.  B.  Lan- 
caster,  Adam  Gordon  and  Thos.  Randall,  had  been  nominated  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Hagner  rose  and  stated  to  the  House,  that  he  was  a  relative 
of  one  of  the  persons  placed  in  nomination  before  the  General  As- 
sembly for  Judge  of  the  Southern  Judicial  District,  to  wit :  of  Thos. 
Randall,  Esq.,  and  that  under  the  37th  Rule  of  this  House,  he  was 
not  at  liberty  to  vote  upon  the  question — and  claiming  thus  to  be 
exempt  from  voting,  he  asked  to  be  excused. 

Upon  the  question  being  put,  Mr.  Hagner  was  excused. 

A  Committee  from  the  Senate,  announced  that  the  voting  in  that 
body  had  resulted  as  follows : 

Fob  Lancastkr — 10. 

For  Randall — 4. 

For  Gordon — 1. 

For  McRae — 1. 

The  voting  in  the  House  was  as  follows  : 
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For  Laxcastsr — ^Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain, 
Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M. 
Maxwell,  Morrison,  Orerstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Tan- 
ner and  Waterson — 19. 

For  Randall — ^Messrs.  Blackburn,  Cook,  Forward,  Hobait,  A. 
£.  MaxweU,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Ross  and  Taylor — 8. 

For  Macrae Messrs.  Allison,  Garrason,  Hancock,  King  and 

Shields — 5. 

For  Gordon — Messrs.  Bumham,  and  Mitchell  of  Monroe — 2. 

Blank — Mr.  Speaker  and  Mr.  Aldrich — 2. 

Whereupon  the  Speaker  announced  that  Mr.  Lancaster  was  elect- 
ed— ^which  was  appealed  from,  and  the  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  concur- 
rence in  the  decision,  were  called  by  Messrs.  Forward  and  Allison. 
The  vote  was — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain,  Collins, 
Crawford,  Hall,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Max- 
well, Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheklon,  Smith,  Tanner, 
—18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Cook,  For- 
ward, Garrason,  Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of 
Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Shields,  Taylor  and  Waterson — 17. 

So  said  decision  was  sustained. 

Mr.  Speaker  was  released  from  voting  in  the  foregoing  vote,  and. 

Upon  calling  the  name  of  Mr.  Hagner,  he  stated  that  he  was  not 
at  liberty  to  vote  upon  this  question  for  like  reasons  as  before  stated 
on  the  election  itself,  and  that  the  House  had  already  excused  him, 
and  thereupon  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  the  question 
was  put  upon  suspending  the  87th  Rule,  to  the  end  that  Mr.  Hagner 
should  be  required  to  vote  upon  the  question  of  sustaining  the  opin- 
ion of  the  chair ;  which  was  lost. 

A  conmiittee  from  the  Senate  announced  the  adjournment  of  that 
body,  until  half  past  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

On  motion, 

Orderedj  That  the  Committee  heretofore  appointed  by  the  House, 
inform  the  Senate  of  the  result  of  the  voting  in  the  House. 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  half  past  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 


HALF  PAST  2  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met,  and  the  committee  reported  that  they  had  made 
the  announcement  required. 

On  motion,  same  conmiittee  were  instructed  to  announce  to  the 
Senate  the  decision  of  the  House  upon  the  vote. 

A  committee  from  the  Senate  announced  that  that  body  was  ready 
to  proceed  to  a  second  vote  in  the  pending  election. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradwell, 

Orderedj  That  the  House  reconsider  the  vote  which  this  morning 
sustained  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  as  to  the  election  of  a  Judge. 

The  committee  were  then  instructed  to  inform  the  Senate  that  the 
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» 

House  was  now  readj  ta  proceed  to  a  second  vote  ;  which  duty  they 
reported  discharged. 

A  committee  from  the  Senate  announced  that  the  name  of  Adam 
Gordon,  Esq.,  was  withdrawn  from  nomination. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Monroe,  withdrew  the  same  name 
from  ncMnination  in  the  House,  and  the  committee  were  instructed  to 
inform  the  Senate  of  that  fiict. 

A  Committee  from  the  Senate  annoimced  tlie  foUowing  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  second  vote  in  that  bpdy : 

Fob  L  Aire  aster — 10. 

Fob  RAia>ALL — 6. 

The  vote  in  the  House  was  as  follows,  viz  : 

Fob  Lancasteb — Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain, 
Collins,  Crawford,  HaU,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W. 
M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith, 
Tanner  and  Waterson — 19. 

Fob  Randall — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Cook,  For- 
ward, Hobart,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Mon- 
roe, Ross,  Shields  and  Taylor — 12. 

Fob  Macbae — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Garrason,  Hancock,  King — 4. 

For  Blank — ^Mr.  Speaker — 1. 

So  the  Speaker  pro  iem.  announced  that  there  was  no  election. 

Whereupon  the  Committee  waited  upon  the  Senate  to  announce 
the  result,  and  that  the  House  was  prepared  for  a  third  vote. 

A  Committee  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House,  that  the  result 
of  their  third  vote  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Fob  Lancasteb — 10. 

Fob  Randall — 6. 

The  vote  in  the  House  was. 

Fob  Lancasteb — Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain, 
Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M. 
Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Tan- 
ner and  Waterson — 19.     Total  29. 

Fob  Randall — Aldrich,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward, 
Hancock,  Hobart,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of 
Monroe,  Ross,  Shields  and  Taylor — 13.     Total — 19. 

Fob  Macbae — Messrs.  Allison,  Garrason,  King — 3. 

Blank — Mr.  Speaker— 1. 

So  the  Speaker  pro  tern,  announced  that  there  was  no  election. 

Whereupon,  the  committee  waited  upon  the  Senate,  to  announce 
the  result,  and  that  the  House  was  prepared  for  a  fourth  vote. 

The  result  of  the  4th  vote  in  the  Senate  was  announced  as  foL 
lows  : — for  Lancaster  10,  for  Randall  6. 

In  the  House  for  Lancasteb,  Messrs.  Bannennan,  Bradwell, 
Biran,  Chain,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Henderson,  Higginbotham, 
Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quizes,  Scott, 
Sheldon,  Smith,  Tanner,  and  Waterson — 19.    Total,  29. 

For  Randall— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Blackburn,  Bamham,  Cook, 
Forward,  Hobart,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of 
Monroe,  Ross,  Shields,  Taylor— 12.    Total,  18. 
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For  Macrae— Messrs.  Allison,  Ganason,  Hancock,  King-~4. 

Blniik— Mr.  Speaker— 1. 

Soothe  Speaker  pro  tern,  announced  ibat  there  was  no  election  ; 
whereupon,  the  Committee  announced  to  the  Senate  the  result, 
and  that  the  House  was  ready  for  a  fifth  vole. 

The  result  of  the  fifth  vote  in  the  Senate,  was  announced  as 
follows  : 

For  Lancaster  10,  Mr.  Randall  6. 

In  the  House  for  Lancaster,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bryan,  Chain 
Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W. 
M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreei,  Quiggl«s,  Scott,  Sheldon, 
Smith,  Tanner,  Waterson — 19.     Total  29. 

For  Randall,  Messrs.  AlJrich,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Cook,  For- 
ward, Hobart,  A.  £.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of 
Monroe,  Ross,  Shields,  and  Taylor— 12.     Total,  18. 

For  Macrae — Messrs.  Allison,  Garrason,  Hancock,  King— 4. 

Blank— Mr.  Speaker— 1. 

The  Speaker  pro  tern,  announced  that  there  was  no  election. 

The  conunittee  announced  to  the  Senate  the  result,  and  that  the 
House  was  ready  for  a  sixth  vote. 

The  result  of  the  6th  vote  in  the  Senate,  was  announced  as  follows : 

For  Lancaster — 10. 

For  Randall — 5. 

Tn  the  House  for  Lancaster  : 

Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain,  Collins,  Crawford, 
Hall,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mor- 
rison, Oversireet,  Gluiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Tanner  and 
Waterson— 19.     Total  29. 

For  Randall — Messrs.  Aldricb,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Cook, 
Forward,  Hobart,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of 
Monroe,  Ross  and  Taylor — II.     Total  16. 

For  Macrae — Messrs.  Allison,  Garrason,  Hancock,  King  and 
Shields — 5.     For  blank — Mr.  Speaker — 1. 

The  Speaker  announced  that  there  was  no  election,  and  the  re- 
stilt  was  communicated  to  the  Senate,  with  the  readiness  of  the 
House  for  the  7th  vote. 

Mr.  Blackburn  moved  for  the  indefinate  postponement  of  the  elec- 
tion, which  was  lost 

The  result  of  the  seventh  vote  in  the  Senate  was  aimounced  as 
follows : 

For  Lancaster — 10. 

For  Randall — 6. 

In  the  House  for  Lancaster : 

Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain,  Collins,  Crawford, 
Hall,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mor- 
rison, Overstreet,  Cluiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Tanner,  and 
Waterson— 19.    Total  29. 

For  Randall : 

Messrs.  Aldrich,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Hobart, 
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A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitehell  of  Jaeksoii,  Mitehell  of  M<mioe,  Roea, 
Shields,  and  Taylor— 12.    Total  18. 

For  Macrae — Messrs.  Allieon,  Garrason,  Hancock^  and  King,  4. 

For  Blank — Mr.  Speaker— 1. 

The  Speaker  pro  teni.,announced  that  there  was  no  election,  and 
the  result  and  readiness  of  the  House  for  die  eighth  vote  were 
communicated  to  the  Senate. 

The  result  of  the  eighth  tote  in  the  Senate  was  announced  as 
follows,  Tiz : 

For  Lancaster— 10. 

For  Randall — 3. 

In  the  House  for  Lancaster — Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell 
Biyan,  Chain,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Henderson,  Higginbotham 
Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  0?erstreet,  Cluiggles,  Scott, 
Bhekkm,  Smith,  Tanner,  and  Waterson— 19.    Total  29. 

For  Randall — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Blackburn,  Bnrnham,  Cook, 
Forward,  Hobart,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of 
Monroe,  Ross,  Shields,  and  Taylor— 12.    Total  15. 

For  Maceab — Messrs.  Allison,  Garrasen^  Hancock,  King — 4. 

For  Blank — ^Mr,  Speaker — 1. 

The  Speaker  pro  tem^  announced  that  there  was  no  election,  and 
the  result  and  readiness  of  the  House  for  the  ninth  vote,  was  oonunu- 
nicated  to  die  Senate. 

Upon  a  moti<m  fbir  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  election, 
Messrs.  Blackbum  and  Shields  called  the  yeas  and  nays.    The  vote 


Teas— Messts.  Allisoii,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Forward,  Garrason, 
Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Shields  and  Tay- 
lor—12. 

Nays — Mr*  Speaker,    Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bradwell, 
Bumham,  Chain,  Cdlins,  Cods,  Crawfmtl,  Hall,  Henderson,  Higgin- 
-  botham,  Johnston,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jack- 
son. Morriscm,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Tanner 
and  Waterson — 24. 

So  said  motion  was  lost 

The  result  of  the  ninth  rote  in  Uie  Senate  was  annoimced  as  follows, 
yft: 

Fob  Lancastbh — 10. 

For  Raioiall— 6. 

In  the  House — 

For  Lancaster — ^Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Chain, 
CoUins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Jolmston,  W. 
M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quig^es,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith, 
Tanner  and  Waterson — 19.    Total  29. 

For  Raioiall — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  tiladkbum,  Bumham,  Cook, 
Forward,  Hobart,  A*  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of 
Monroe,  Ross,  Shields  and  Taylor— 12.    Total— 18.      « 

For  Macrae — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Garratoi,  Htococi,  King — 4. 

For  Blank— Mr.  Speaker-L 
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The  Speaker  pro  tern,  announced  UuU  there  was  no  election,  and 
the  result  was  communicated  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  Ordered  that  the  pending  election  be  postponed  until 
21Hh  instant,  12  o'clock  M. — ^which  was  communicated  to  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Hall  and  Tanner  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  dajs. 

A  Committee  from  the  Senate  announced  their  concurrence  in  the 
postponement  of  the  election  proposed  hj  the  House. 

llie  House  then  adjourned  until  9^  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thvbsdat,  Dec.  23,  1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being  called, 
there  was  a  quorum  present 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  Journal 
of  yesterday  was  read,  amended  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allison, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  bill  entitled  an  act  fer  the  relief  of  W.  J.  Annistead ;  which  was 
read ;  and,  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second  time,  and  refeiied 
to  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradwell, 

The  vote  of  yesterday,  postponing  the  election  of  a  Judge  fi>r  the 
Southern  Judicial  Circuit,  was  re-considered,  and  the  following  adop- 
ted, viz: 

Resolved^  That  the  House  will  go  into  an  election  for  Judge  of 
the  Southern  Judicial  Circuit  to-day,  at  12  o'clock,  the  Senate  con- 
curring. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  organise 
Courts  of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida,  approved  July  25th,  1845 ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  fer  a  second  reading  to  morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tanner, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
a  InU  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  John  M.  J.  Bowden  ;  which  was 
read ;  and,  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second  time  by  title,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Allison  offered  a  preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  the  remo- 
val of  the  public  arms  and  equipments ;  which  was  read ;  and,  the 
rule  being  waived,  read  a  second  and  third  times,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Waterson  offered  a  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  the 
passage  of  a  law  in  relief  of  certain  citizens  of  this  State ;  which 
was  read ;  and,  the  rule  being  viraived,read  a  second  and  third  times ; 
and  on  the  question  of  its  adoption,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Forward  and  Grarrason,  and  were  as  follows,  viz  : 

Teas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Blackburn,  Banner- 
man,  Bradwell,  Buinham^  Bryan,  Cook,  Crawferd,  Chain,  Collins 
Forward,  Gairason,  Hagner,  naU,  Hancock,  Higginbotham,  Hen- 
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denon,  Jdmston,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell^W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell 
of  Jackson,  Mitchell  <^  Monroe,  Oventreet,  Quiggles,  Ross,  Scott, 
Shields,  Sheldon,  Tanner,  and  Taylor — 33. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted. 

A  committee  jfrom  the  Senate,  announced  Uie  concurrence  of  that 
bod  j  in  the  re-consideration,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  of  the  vote 
postponing  the  election  fi)r  a  Judge  of  the  Southern  Judicial  Circuit, 
and  the  readiness  of  the  Senate  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  elec- 
tion. 

On  motion,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hagner,  Waterson, 
and  Blackburn,  was  appointed  to  inform  the  Senate,  that  the  House 
would  be  ready  for  the  election  at  12  o'clock,  M.,  Senate  concurring. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrison,  ordered,  that  the  election  for  a  Re- 
gister of  Public  Lands,  and  Cleik  of  the  Supreme  Court,  be  gone  into 
to-day,  directly  after  the  election  of  Judge  for  the  Southern  Judicial 
Circuit,  the  Senate  cmicurring  herein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Autxwell,  it  was — 

Resolved^  That  the  Comptroller  of  this  State  be  requested  to  furi- 
nish  this  House  with  a  list  of  de&ulters  and  their  securities,  under 
die  Territorial  Government,  with  amount  of  their  indebtedness,  and 
in  what  counties  said  defitutters  reside,  as  is  shewn  by  the  bo<^  in 
his  office. 

The  foUowing  report  from  the  Committee  oa  Claims,  was  received 
and  concurred  in,  viz : 
The  Committee  on  Claims,  having  had  under  consideration  the  bill 

referred  to  them,  entitled  An  Act  for  the  benefit  of  Francis  H. 

Flagg,  have  directed  me  to  report : 

That  the  said  bill  proposes  the  payment  of  a  claim  based  upon 
Territorial  scrip.  According  to  the  views  of  the  Committee,  ex- 
pressed in  their  report  upon  the  petitions  of  sundiy  scrip  holders,  the 
condition  of  the  State  Finances  forbids  immediate  payment  of  all 
chiims  of  this  character.  While,  therefore,  they  acknowledged  the 
obligation  on  the  State  to  pav  them,  they  could  not  recommend  relief 
for  special  individuals,  who  happened  to  be  petitioners,  or  claimant^ 
before  this  General  Assembly.  The  provision  made  by  the  bill  ac- 
companying that  report,  the  committee  think  will  cover  the  case  pre- 
sented by  me  bill  before  them.  They  therefore  return  the  bill  to  the 
House  and  advise  that  it  be  indefinite^  postponed. 

A.  E.  MAXWELL,  Chairman. 

The  following  report  firmn  the  Committee  on  Claims,  was  received 
and  concurred  in,  viz : 
The  Committee  on  Claims  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  E. 

D.  Howse,  sheriff  of  Marion  county,  having  fiilly  considered  the 

same,  have  directed  me  to  report : 

That,  upon  examination  of  the  account  of  the  petitioner,  in  the 
Comptrdler's  ofilice,  and  a  comparison  of  the  items  rejected,  with 
the  fee  biQ  of  this  State,  they  find  some  items,  which,  in  their  opin- 
ion, were  prqperly  rejected,  and  others  which  should  have  been  al- 
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lowedr  They  beHeve  tbajt  ne^r  the  shenff  aor  mj  other  offieer 
of  the  Circuit  Courts,  are  entitledlo  ch^urge  i^y  fees  not  expcetsl^ 
allowed  by  law.  The  act  preacribing  fees,  itself  so  declares ;  aad 
the  committee,  in  their  deliberations  upon  the  account  of  the  peti- 
tioner, have  endeavojced  to  ginde  their  ^on  by  the  fees  prescribed 
in  that  act 

The  items  charging  fer  feeding  the  guard  fer  prisoners^  the  oom- 
mittee  think  were  properly  rejected,  while  those  fer  feeding  prisosen 
and  for  mileage  in  arresting  prisoners,  should  have  been  allowed* 
In  accordance  with  these  views,  the  accompanying  bill  is  respect- 
fully submitted,  and  recomm^ided  fer  adoption. 

A^  E.  MAXWELL,  Chairman. 
And  the  accompanying  bill  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 
The  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committoe,  on  so  much  of  the  Qover- 
nor's  Message,  as  recommends  the  eleoticm  of  Judges  by  the  peqde^ 
was  taken  up  ;  and,  upon  the  concurrence  therein,  the  yeas  and  nayi 
were  called  by  Messrs.  Blackburn  and  Allison.    The  vote  was— 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannonaan,  BradweH, 
Bryan,  Bumham,  Chain,  Crawford,  FcKrward,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hii^hi- 
botham,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Shel- 
don, Smith,  and  Tanner — ^20. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allison,  Blackburn,  Cook,  Garrason,  Hancock, 
Henderson,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson, 
Mitohell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Shields,  and  Tayk>r-r-15. 
So  said  report  was  concurred  in. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner, 

The  rule  was  waived,  and  the  following  repoits  from  the  Judicifu^ 
Committee  were  received  and  postponed  for  farther  consideraUoii, 
until  to-morrow,  viz : 

The  Conunittee  on  the  Judiciary  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  from 
this  House,  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  to  organize  the  Cir* 
cult  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida,  which  has  fer  its  object  the 
repeal  of  the  present  alternating  system — and  also  to  which  was 
referred  two  petitions  on  the  same  subject,  one  from  certain  citizens 
of  Benton  county,  the  other  from  citizens  of  Hillsborough  county, 
asking  a  partial  repeal  of  the  system,  so  fer  as  the  Soutnecn  Judi- 
cial Circuit  is  concerned :  have  had  the  subject  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  your  committee  are  unanimow  in  the  opinion  that  there  should 
be  no  partial  legislation  on  the  subject — that  the  system  should  be 
wholly  done  away,  or  wholly  retained.  A  part  of  your  committee, 
Messrs.  Forward  and  Hagner,  are  in  fevw  of  its  immediate,  entire 
and  total  repeal,  believing  such  course  to  be  most  consistent  with  the 
true  interests  of  the  State ;  while  a  majority  of  your  ccwsmittee,  Messrs- 
Maxwell,  Chain,  and  Tanner,  are  opposed  to  its  repeal  at  this  time, 
because  of  their  opinion  of  present  expediency  and  (Hnojmety  oC  the 
alternating  system.    Your  committee,  therefore,  report  the  said  bill 
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b«ek  to  die  Houte^  sad  deehre  as  ih»  sense  of  a  majorilj  of  said 
^omadttoey  that  saki  bill  ought  not  to  become  a  law.    Thej  also  re- 
turn said  petitions  and  ask  to  be  discharged  fiom  the  further  consid- 
eration c(  the  subject.    All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
THOS.  H.  HAGNER, 
Chairman  of  the  CommiUee  on  the  Judiciary^ 

The  Judiciary  Conmiittee  to  which  was  referred  an  engrossed  bill 
bom  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  Act  mofe  particularly  to  define  mort- 
gage Hens,"  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave 
W  report  that  your  Committee  have  examined  the  bill  with  some 
care.  The  Isft  section  requires  foreign  mortgages  of  personal  pro- 
peity  brought  into  this  State,  to  be  recorded  within  twelve  months 
afler  the  property  shall  hare  been  brought  in,  and  in  that  county 
where  die  property  is  carried — and  the  second  section  proTides  that 
on  fitihire  to  record  the  mortgage  at  the  place,  and  within  the  time 
specified,  die  same  shall  be  nuU  and  void  as  to  all  subsequent  Ixma 
fde  creditors  and  purchasers,  without  notice. 

These  provisions,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  permit  rela- 
tion back  of  a  mortgage  thus  circumstanced  :  so  that  if  the  same  is 
recorded  at  any  time  within  twelve  months  from  the  time  the  proper-^ 
ty  is  brought  in,  it  will  be  equal  in  its  efi^t  to  a  record  on  the  day 
the  property  is  brought  in.  Now,  such  relation  back,  may  affect 
rights  acquired  in  the  intervening  period ;  and  your  Committee  do 
not  believe  that  a  general  act  of  tMs  sort,  can  be  passed  without,  per- 
haps, hazard  to  the  interests  of  the  community.  Your  Committee 
see  no  especial  reason  or  necessity  for  ^se  provisions. 

The  thud  section  proposes  to  permit  no  foreign  mortgage  to  be  en- 
fiiroed  by  foreclosure,  or  otherwise,  against  creditors  and  bona  fide 
purchasers,  without  notice,  after  the  expiration  of  five  years  firom  the 
time  when  such  mortgaged  property  shall  have  been  brought  into  this 
State.  This  provision  would  seem  at  variance  with  the  seccmd  sec- 
tion, which  imJces  them  void  unless  recorded  within  twelve  months. 
If  not  recorded,  agreeably  to  that  section,  no  limitation,  such  as  is 
prescribed  in  the  diird,  would  seem  required  to  bar  their  effect ;  while 
on  the  other  hand,  if  so  recorded  within  twelve  months,  constructive 
notice  is  given  to  all  creditors  and  purchasers,  by  the  aforesaid  first 
section  :  and  so  diis  third  section  would  seem  to  be  inoperative,  in 
all  cases.  I(  however,  there  will  be  an  effoct  produced  by  that  sec- 
tion, as  there  certainly  will  be  by  the  first  and  second  sections,  the 
bill  is  essentially  defective  in  containing  no  saving  clause  in  behalf 
of  infiints,  femes  coverts  and  persons  beyond  the  seas,  whose  pro- 
per^ may  be  brought  by  mortgagors  within  this  State.  And  yet 
again,  in  providing  no  remedy  for  such  innocent  mortgagees  who  may 
not  have  knowledge  of  the  removal,  and  who  may  have  their  rights 
of  property  cut  off  by  a  statute  bar,  even  before  discoveiy  of  the  place 
to  which  the  property  mortgaged  to  them  may  have  been  clandes- 
tinely removed.  To  make  one  enactment  in  general  terms  to  suit  all 
cases,  without  provision  for  special  circumstances,  your  Committee 
would  deem  hazardous :  And  in  view  of  the  whole  statute  proposed. 
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your  Committee  disceming  no  well  assured  good,  but  ccmceivingtluU 
much  real  injury  may  result,  recommend  that  said  bill  do  not  pass 
this  House.    All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 
Ch'n.  of  Com.  on  Judiciaiy. 
And  the  following  report  from  Uie  House  Committee  of  Confer* 
ence  on  preamble  and  resolutions  touching  expenses  of  volunteers, 
was  received  and  concurred  in,  viz  : 

The  Select  Committee  of  Conference,  appointed  by  this  House  to 
unite  with  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  upon 
the  disagreement  of  this  House  with  the  Senate,  upon  the  am^id- 
ment  to  the  House  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  the  expen- 
ses of  Florida  volunteers,  added  thereto  by  the  Senate,  report : 
Tour  committee  have  conferred  with  the  Senate  Committee,  and 
the  result  thereof  has  been  a  recommendation  to  the  Senate,  that  that 
body  recede  from  its  amendment  to  said  preamble  and  resolutions. 
All  which  is  respectftOly  submitted.      THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 

JOHN  TANNER, 
W.  M.  MAXWELL, 
The  resolutions  relative  to  the  Circular  issued  from  the  Office  of 
the  Comptroller,  24th  August,  1846,  were  taken  up,  and  Mr.  Hagner 
offered  the  following  substitute  : 

Whereas,  the  15th  section  of  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  ap- 
proved by  the  Governor  26th  July,  1845,  entitled  An  Act  to  organ** 
ize  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Florida,  did  enact  and 
provide  :  That  the  Treasury  Certificates  shall  be  paid  out  of  mon- 
eys legally  appropriated  and  applicable  by  Uw  thereto,  and  in  the 
Treasury,  in  the  order  of  their  respective  numbers ;  and  the  same 
was  an  existing  law  at  the  date  of  the  Circular  issued  by  N.  P. 
.  Bemis,  Comptroller,  on  24th  Aug.  1846  ;  and  whereas,  the  said 
Circular,  amongst  other  things,  recommended,  invited,  and  insti- 
gated tax  collectors  to  pay  indiscriminatdy  certificates  outstanding 
upon  assurance  by  said  Comptroller  that  no  actual  risk  would  be 
incurred  thereby,  and  ui^ed  upon  the  sherifii  of  the  counties  to 
pay  into  the  Treasury,  afi  certificates  that  they  may  be  able  tocol* 
lect,  irfespective  of  legal  priority.    Therefore 
Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatioes  of  th€ 
State  of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened  :  1.  That  this  GenL 
Assembly  cannot  overlook  this  or  any  other  act  of  a  public  officer,  which 
shall  either  directly  or  indirectly  cause  a  violaticm  of  an  existing  law, 
either  by  the  officer  himself  or  those  to  whom  his  circular  may  be 
addressed.     And  that  therefore  this  General  Assembly  doth  declare^ 
that  the  said  circular  in  the  particulars  aforesaid  was  whoUy  illegal, 
unauthorized  and  unwarranted. 

2nd.  Be  it  further  resolved^  That  although  the  efl^ts  of  said  d^^ 
cular  are  proved  to  have  been  felt,  in  the  confusion  of  the  Treasurj 
Department,  and  in  the  delav  of  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  sher- 
iffs and  tax  collectors,  both  before  and  since  the  last  General  Aasem* 
bly  up  to  the  present  time,  yet  inasmuch  as  the  said  circular  is  now 
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whoUj  without  efifect,  any  fiirther  action  of  this  General  Assembly  in 
the  premises  is  deemed  unnecessary. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  which,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  caUed  by 
Messrs.  Forward  and  Mitchell  of  Jackson^  and  were  as  follows : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Collins, 
Crawford,  Hagner,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mor- 
rbon,  Overstreet,  Quig^es,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  and  Tanner — 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Al&ch,  Allison,  Blackburn,  Forward,  Garrason* 
Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson, 
Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Shields,  and  Taylor — 14. 

So  said  substitute  was  adopted,  in  lieu  of  the  original  resolutions^ 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow.  Messrs.  Chain  and 
Henderson  were  excused  jfrom  participating  in  the  foregoing  vote. 

An  announcement  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  that  the  House  was  now 
ready  for  the  election  ef  Judge}of  the  Southern  Judicial  Circuit. 

A  Committee  from  the  Senate,  announced  the  concurrence  of  that 
body,  in  the  resolution  ordering  the  election  of  Register,  d^.,  and 
their  readiness  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  Judge. 

The  Speaker  announced  nominations  in  order.  Mr.  W.  M.  Max- 
well nominated  J.  B.  Lancaster,  Esq. — Mr.  Garrason,  G.  W.  Ma- 
crae, Esq. — Mr.  Mitchell,  A.  Gordon,  Esq. — Mr.  BladLbum,  Thos. 
Randall,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Allison,  John  Coleman,  Esq.;  which  was 
communicated  to  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Tanner  appointed  Speaker  j^rv 
tern. 

The  following  communication  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  spread 
tqK>n  the  journal,  viz : 

Tallahassee,  Dec.  22, 1847. 
The  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sib  :  Having  only  been  informed  this  evening,  and  since  the  ad- 
journment of  your  honorable  House,  that  my  name  had  been  used,  in 
a  protracted  balloting,  for  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Southern  Circuit, 
I  beg  leave  to  state,  for  the  information  of  its  members,  with  all  due 
acknowledgments  for  the  fiivor  designed  me,  that  I  regret  having 
been  the  cause  of  such  a  contest,  tmch  was  neither  contemplated 
nor  desired  by  me,  and  that  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  withdraw  my 
name. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfolly,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  RANDALL. 

A  OHnmunication  from  the  Senate  announced  Messrs.  Lancaster, 
John  Coleman,  Gordon,  and  Wright,  as  nominees  before  that  body, 
and  their  readiness  for  the  election. 

The  result  of  the  10th  vote  in  the  Senate,  was  announced  as  fol- 
lows, viz : — ^for  Lancaster,  10 — ^for  Gordon,  1 — for  Coleman,  4 — for 
Wright,  1. 

In  the  House  for  Lancasteb,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  BradweU, 
Bryan,  Chain,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higdp- 
botham,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quizes, 
Scott,  Sheklon,  Smith,  Tanner,  and  Waterson— 20.    Total,  30. 
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For  Randall^  Mesors.  Aldtkh,  BlackkoB,  Cook,  HobaK,  A.  E. 
Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  and  Ross— 7.    Total,  7. 
For  CoLBMAN,  Mesnrt.  Allison,  King,  and  Skields — 3.    Total,  7. 
For  Wright,  none.    Total,  1. 

For  Gordon,  Messrs.  Bumham,  Forward,  MitdieU  oi  Monrod^  imd 
Taylor— 4.    Total,  6. 
For  Maorae,  Messrs.  Grarrason  and  Himcoek— ^3. 

For  blank,  Mr.  Speaker,  1. 

On  the  question,  whether  Mr.  Speaker  had  toted  or  not,  the  yeaA 
and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Allison  and  Blackbism*  The  vote 
was — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allison,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Co<^  Craw&td, 
Forward,  Ghurrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancodi,  Henderson,  Higgin* 
boduim,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Matwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitdidl  of 
Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Ross^  Scott^ 
Sheldon,  Shields,  and  Tayloi^**25. 

NATs—Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Btyan,  Chain,  Golltns, 
Johnston,  Morrison,  and  Smith — 8. 

So  the  House  considered  that  Mr.  Speaker  had  voted,  and  the 
Speaker  pro  tern,  decided  that,  under  the  37th  rule,  sakl  vole  was  il* 
legal,  but  that  it  did  not  invalidate  the  electi(m. 

Mr.  Hagner  moved  that  the  House  consider  said  election  as  infor- 
mal,  and  proceed  to  an  eleventh  vote — ^which  was  canried  and  an- 
nounced to  the  Senate. 

The  residt  of  the  eleventh  vote  in  the  House  wtts  as  follows,  viz ; 

For  Lancaster — ^Messrs.  Bannerman,  BradweU,  Bryan.  Chain, 
CoUins,  Crawford,  Hagner,  Hall,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  John- 
ston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quizes,  Scott^  Shel- 
don, Smith,  Tanner  and  Waterson — ^20. 

PoR  Macrae — Messrs.  Garrason  and  Hancock — 2. 

For  Gordon — ^Messrs.  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Ho- 
bart, A.  £.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross, 
andTayler,  10. 

For  Coleman — Messrs.  Allison,  King  and  Shields,  3. 

For  Blank,  Mr.  Aldrich,  1. 
Which  was  announced  to  the  Senate. 

A  communication  from  the  Senate  announced  the  result  there  to  be : 

For  Lancsster,  10, 

For  Gordon,  1, 

FoH  Wright,  1, 

For  Coleman,  8 : 
And  that  J.  B.  Lancaster,  Eso.,  was  duly  elected :  which  was 
concurred  in  by  Uie  Speaker  pro  tem.  of  the  House. 

Afier  some  remarics  expressive  of  his  thanks  to  the  House,  the  Spea- 
ker tendered  his  resignation  of  the  Chair. 

The  House  was  informed  that  the  Senate  was  ready  for  the  elec- 
tiwi  of  Register,  &c. : 

Whereupon  the  Committee  was  instructed  to  annoohce  to  the 
Senate  that  the  House  wouM  take  a  recess  until  9  o'dock,  P.  M. 
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On  motion,  ordered  that  the  election  of  Register  of  Public  Land^ 
and  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  be  postponed  until  the  39th  inst^ 
12  o'clock,  M.,  the  Senate  concurring. 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

8  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  and  the  Chairman  attnounced  a  quorum  preselit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allison,  the  resignation  of  the  Speakership  thi^ 
morning  tendered,  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Forward  offered  the  tollowing  Resolution,  to  wit : 

Resdvedj  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  tendered  to  the  Hon. 
J.  B.  Lancaster,  late  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for 
the  able,  dignified  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  station. 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Allison  moved  that  the  House  now  proceed  to  the  election  of 
a  Speaker  for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  which  was  carried,  and 
Mr.  Hagner  nominated  John  Chain,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Mon- 
roe, nominated  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Esq. 

The  voting  resulted  as  follows : 

For  Chain-— Messrs.  BannermaO,  Bradwell,  Biyan,  CoUins,  Craw, 
ford,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnson,  W.  M.  Maxwell, 
Morrison,  Overstreet,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  and  Waterson — 16. 

For  Maxwell — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Blackburn,  Bumham, 
Cook,  Forward,  Grarrason,  Hancock,  King,  Mitchell  of  Jackson, 
Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Shields  and  Taylor— ^14. 

Whereupon  the  chair  announced  Jno.  Chain,  Esq.,  duly  elected 
Speaker,  and  he  was  conducted  to  his  seat  by  a  committee  appointed 
for  that  purpose. 

A  committee  was  instructed  to  communicate  the  &ct  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  entitied  An  Act  to  prevent  any  tax  collector  or  other  of. 
ficer  from  making  a  levy  and  sale  of  property  in  the  cases  herein 
provided  for,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  House  resolved  itself 
into  conmiittee  of  the  whole  for  the  consideration  of  a  special  amend-* 
ment  thereto.  After  some  deliberation,  the  committee  rose,  and  by 
their  chairman,  Mr.  Hagner,  reported  the  bill  with  amendments* 
Which  was  concurred  in.  The  nile  bein£  waived,  the  bill  was  read 
a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitied  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of 
the  lands  granted  to  the  State  for  the  purposes  of  Internal  Improve  * 
ment,  was  read  a  second  time  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

The  following  conunonication  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  spread 
upaa  the  joumu,  viz : 

House  of  REPSBSENTATivfis,    ) 
Tallahassee,  December  23,  1847. ) 
Hon*  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representativeg  : 

Dear  Sir : — ^i  hereby  bee  leave  to  tender  to  the  House  my  resig. 
nation,  as  a  member  elect  Irom  the  County  of  Duval,  to  the  present 

19 
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General  Assembly  of  tlie  State  of  Florida,  and  to  beg  that  the  Judge 
of  Probates  of  Dural  Countj  may  be  notified  there^by  the  House, 
if  it  shall  seem  pipper. 

Very  respectfliUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOa  B.  LANCASTER- 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  lektive  to 
county  commissioners,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of 
its  passage  the  vote  was 

Yeas— Messrs*  AMrich,  Bannerman,  CoUins,  CrawiSnd,  Forward, 
Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higeinbotham,  Hobart,  Johnston, 
Ki^,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Moriiscm,  Overstieet, 
Scott,  Sheldon,  ShieUs  and  Smith— 20. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allison,  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Bum- 
ham,  Cook,  Garrason,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Quigg^es,  Taylor  and 
Waterston— 11. 

So  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  organize  the 
Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida,"  was  read  sooond  time  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  entitled  ^  An  Act  to  prescribe  an  eqnal  and  unifonn 
mode  of  taxation  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  by  title,  and  or- 
dered for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

A  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  permanently  locate  the  county  site  of  Ben- 
ton  county  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  second  time  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  for  the  consideratioa 
thereoC  After  some  deliberation  the  conmnttee  rose  and  by  their 
chairman,  Mr.  Aldrich,  reported  the  bill  with  amendment,  which 
was  concurred  in.  The  rule  being  waived,  the  bill  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time  by  title  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

The  enroled  copy  of  an  act  entitlediAn  Act  to  regolate  the  rate 
of  and  duty  of  pilots  for  the  port  of  Cedar  Keys,  heiett&re  signed  fa^ 
the  respective  officers  of  each  House,  was  transmitted  to  his  Excel- 
lency, the  Goven^i  for  his  consideration* 

A  commtrnjcation  firom  the  Grovemor  respecting  Ad  claims  of  Capt. 
Pape's  company  was  read  and,  widi  the  accompanying  dootfttents, 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  King^  Forward, 
Smith,  Scott  and  Mitchell  of  Jackson* 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  dechure  Pitmaa's  Creek,  in  Walton 
county,  a  navigable  stream^  was  read  a  second  time  and  cidsrfad  to  be 
engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  Act  in  relation  to  roads  im.  Colunbk  coonty, 
was  taken  up  and  the  House  resolved  iteelf  into  committee  ef  the 
whole  for  the  consideration  of  a  special  amendmeut  thereto,  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  by  their  chaiiman, 
Mr.  AMrich,  reported  the  bill  with  amenchnents,  which  were  oon- 
curred  in.  The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  timeaad  oideied  to  be 
engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  iidjeuiMd until  te^norten^  H^ckxk,  A.  11. 
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Fbiday,  December  ^  1847. 

The  House  met  pmmMiit  to  adjounmient,  and  the  roll  being 
calledt  there  was  a  quonrni  present. 

After  prayer  by  Rev,  F.  H.  Rudedge,  D.  D.  Chaplain,  the  journal ' 
of  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

Ob  motion,  Mr.  Blackburn  obtained  leave  of  absence  until  Tues- 
day  next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hobait, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a 
bill  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  the  criminal  laws  now  in  force*  in 
this  State ;  which  was  read ;  and,  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a 
second  time  by^its  title,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner, 

The  rule  was  waived,  and  leave  granted  him  to  introduce  &  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  define  the  duties,  and  prescribe  the  compensation, 
of  tax  assessors  and  collectors  in  this  State ;  which  was  read  ;  and, 
the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second  time  by  title,  and  referred:  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  clian^e 
the  name  of  Sarah  A.  Holden,  to  that  of  Sarah  A.  Howell ;  whicfi was 
read ;  and,  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Aldrich, 

Leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
the  several  acts  concerning  limitations  of  actions ;  which  was  read, 
ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow,  and  seventy-five  copieB^  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Scott  presented  the  petition  of  B^ndrv  citizens  of  Marion 
county,  relative  to  tlie  removal  of  the  Land  Office  fit)m  Newnans- 
ville  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Bradwell,  Crawford,  and  W.  M.  Maxwell. 

A  lettor  from  Col.  R.  Brown,  and  others,  concerning  the  relations 
existing  between  the  citixens  residing  near  Tampa  Bay  and  the  In- 
dians  of  that  neighborhood,  was  read,  and  seventy-five  copies  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants, 
and  other  citizens  of  Tallahassee,  praying  the  charter  of  a  bank  ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
W.  M.  Maxwell,  FVnrward,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Scott,  and  Mitchell  of 
Jackson. 

On  motion, 

Orderedy  That  it  be  spread  on  the  journal,  as  follows,  viz : 
7b  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresenUttwes  of  the  State  ofFhrida^  in 

Genercd  AssemUy  ctmcened : 

The  Petition  of  the  undersigned,  mercliants  and  others,  residing  in 
Tallahassee,  respectfully  represent  that  they  are  convinced  that  a  Bank, 
with  a  snudl  capital,  (say  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,) 
establiriied  under  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Constitution  of  this 
.State,  couU  do  a  safe  and  profitable  business  in  this  city,  and  would 
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aficndfiusOidesicHrbuBiness  whkh  cannot  be  obtamed  from  any  wo- 
cy  or  affencies  of  other  Banks  from  the  neigkbouring  States. — ^Tbal 
they  beueve  also,  the  circulation  to  be  a^Hmd  by  an  institution,  es* 
tablished  under  the  sakrtaiy  restrktions  inclosed  by  our  Constitution^ 
and  such  other  restrictions  as  the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe, 
woidd  be  more  acceptable  to  the  people  than  the  cir^ilation  of  the  va* 
nous  Banks  of  the  neighbouring  States,  whose  condition  is  altogether 
unknown  to  the  great  mass  of  our  people. — ^That  your  Petitioners  are 
advised  that  there  are  capitalists  in  tlds  and  the  neighbouring  coon* 
ties  who  would  invest  their  capital  in  such  an  institution,  and  vfhxxe 
connection  with  the  institution  as  stockholders,  would  be  with  the  ob- 
ject of  loaning  and  not  borrowing  money. — ^That  your  Petitioners  aie 
aware  that  great  prejudices  have  prevailed  in  the  countiy  against 
Banking  institutions ;  but  they  believe  that  the  just  displeasure  of  the 
people  against  the  institutions  of  the  character  heretofore  in  existence 
in  Florida,  has  been  excited  more  on  account  of  the  peculiarly  unwise 
provisions  of  the  charters  of  these  particular  institutions,  than  onac- 
count  of  any  hostility  to  the  establishment  of  Banks  generally :  And 
your  Petitioners  further  believe,  that  so  long  as  the  restrictions  impos- 
ed on  banks  by  our  Constitution  shall  be  permitted  to  stand,  none  of 
the  extraordinary  evils  which  have  be&Uen  our  people  heretofore,  from 
the  establishment  of  Banks,  would  be  likely  to  attend  the  operationa 
of  an  institution  of  this  character,  wisely  conducted  upon  the  princi- 
ples required  by  the  people  in  their  Constitution. 

Tour  Petitioners,  therefore,  pray  that  the  General  Assembly  will 
grant  a  charter  for  the  establishment  of  such  an  institution,  to  go  into 
operation  so  soon  as  the  capital  may  be  paid  in,  in  actual  specie.  And 
as  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  charter  of  such  an  institution, 
your  Petitioners  submit  to  such  terms  and  restrictions  in  addition  to 
those  already  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  as  the  General  Assem- 
bly may  deem  advisable. 

And  your  Petitioners  flirther  represent,  that  notice  of  this  applica- 
tion has  been  published  in  the  '^Floridian,"  for  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  Constitution. 
And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  Ac 
Lloyd  dc  Flaoo,  J.  M.  Williams, 

James  Kirksey,  David  C.  Wilson, 

John  W.  Aboylb,  Hopkins  6c  Meoinnbss, 

Lewis  6c  Ames,  M.  L.  Bakbb, 

Geo.  H.  Meoinniss,  SmoN  Towlb, 

Wm.  Wilson,  Bull  dc  Phatosious, 

R.  B.  dc  D.  W.  Post,  D.  E.  Hull, 

Bbtton  6&  Hioos,  J.  L.  Gronbs, 

G,  K.  Walker,  Gbossmaybe  6c  Goodman, 

BiBCHETT  6c  Lindbnbebgbb,       S.  F.  Burnbt, 

A.  BeSTWICK,  J*  R*  FOBTUNB, 

Clark  6c  Stuxman,  Blood  6c  Fostbe, 

L.  6c  H»  Gbeenbebo  6c  Co.,  E.  H.  Bebbt, 

B.  F.  Allen,  Javxs  T.  Abokibb, 
R.  A.  SmifB,  h.  A.  Thompson. 
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The  Mowing  report,  from  the  Comraittee  on  Internal  Improve- 
ments, was  received,  viz : 
Tlie  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  to  vribom  was  referred 

that  part  of  the  Governor's  message  relating  to  that  subject,  hav^ 

bad  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  fully  concur  with  his  Excellency  in  relation  to  his  views 
as  to  the  inestimable  value  of  the  lands  granted  by  Congress  to  this 
State.  Your  committee  are  unanimouJy  of  the  opinion  also,  that 
those  set  apart  for  the  purposes  of  Internal  Improvement  should  be 
religiously  preserved  for  that  object  alone— -to  with  a  countiy  of  such 
immense  extent  and  distance  from  market  as  ours,  it  is  only  by  a  lib- 
eral system  of  Internal  Improvement,  that  we  can  expect  to  prosper. 

Though  willing  to  go  with  the  foremost  in  the  promotion  oi  public 
education,  we  yet  cannot  consent  to  the  plan  urged  by  some,  of  devo- 
ting these  lands  to  that  purpose— -believing  firs^That  it  would  be 
subversive  of  the  intention  of  the  donors,  fuid  second :  That  the  funds 
granted  for  the  purpose  of  education  will  be  alone  amply  sufficient,  if 
properly  managed,  to  efiect  the  object  desired. 

Your  committee  have  learned,  that  of  the  500,000  acres  of  land 
granted  for  this  purpose,  only  150,000  have  been  located.  They 
would  urge  upcm  the  Legislature  and  the  Executive,  the  great  impor- 
tance of  hastening  the  further  selection  before  the  public  lands  are 
all  entered  by  private  individuals. 

As  regards  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  these  lands,  in  order  to  a 
speedy  realization  and  preservation  of  the  funds  to  be  derived  there- 
firom,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  law  providing  for  their 
nsAe  uid  the  investment  of  the  proceeds,  passed  by  the  Legislature  at 
its  last  session  (pamphlet  law,  p.  50)  is  as  good  a  plan  as  could  be 
adopted. 

As  regards  the  application  of  these  funds  when  realized,  and  the 
particuliur  mode  of  expenditure,  your  committee  have  more  difficulty. 
They  fear  that  the  confficting  interests  of  different  sections  of  the 
State  may  cause  great  dissatisfiu^on,  whatever  course  is  pursued. 
Yet  true  safety  lies,  your  committee  think,  in  securing  the  aid  of  pri- 
vate capital,  and  leaving  to  them  to  fix  the  terminus  ofthe  work.  Your 
committee,  afler  carefrd  investigation,  and  with  a  view  solely  as  they  be- 
Heve,  to  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number,  have  unanimously  re- 
solved to  recommei^  that  the  whole  of  this  fund,  or  so  much  thereof 
as  may  be  necessary,  be  u)plied  to  the  construction  of  a  RaU  Road 
across  the  Peninsula  of  florida,  to  connect  the  Atlantic  with  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  advantages  of  such  a  communication  to  the 
State,  and  to  the  nation,  are  too  palpable  to  need  enumeration.  Your 
committee  believe  that  of  all  the  practicable  methods  of  Internal  Im- 
|«ovement  that  is  the  most  important — and  that  it  should  be  the  first 
great  object  to  which  all  our  means  and  energies  shouU  be  devoted. 

Your  committee  are  fiirther  of  opinion  that  economy,  and  the  in- 
terests  of  all  parts  ofthe  State,  would  be  best  secured  by  mfdnns 
such  a  road  start  from  the  neighborhood  of  Cedar  Keys,  on  the  Gul^ 
and  terminate  at  or  abo^  the  mouth  of  the  St  Maiy's  River,  on  the 
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Atlantic,  a  distance  of  aboitt  165  miles.  This  would  seodte  a  good 
harbor  at  each  terminus,  an  indbpensable  requisite — and  within  the 
shortest  possible  distance.  But  inasmuch  as  the  expense  ofbuilding 
a  road  so  great  a  distance,  which  would  not  be  short  of  tltddOfOOO, 
perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  to  adopt  a  shorter  one,  with  a  view,  how- 
ever, to  its  contmuation  hereafter.  We  refer  (this  we  leave  with 
the  House)  to  the  route  from  Cedar  Keys  to  Palatka,  a  distance  of 
105  miles— or  that  to  Picolata,  a  distance  of  115  mites.  Either  of 
these  termini  is  liable  to  the  oli^tion  that  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of 
the  St.  J<^'s  River,  ij^mni  which  they  are  situated,  is  veiy  difficult 
and  dangerous.  But  even  this  ejection  miffht  be  obviated  by  the 
-^  construction  of  a  Rail  Road  from  Jacksonvme  to  the  mouth  of  the 
St.  Mary's  River,  a  distance  of  35  miles.  This  plan  would  require 
an  expenditure  estimated  as  follows : 
RaU  Road  from  Cedar  Keys  to  Picdata,  115  miles, 

at  (say)  f  10,000  per  mile,  inchiding  cost  of  cars 

and  engines  •••....  91,150  000 
From  Jacksonville,  to  St.  Maiy^s  River,  25  miles,  -  250,000 
Steamboat  to  ply  between  Picolata   and   Jackson- 

viUcsay        .-..-.-.        $20,000 
Making  a  total  of       -        •  91,420,000 

One  million  four  hun£ed  and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Your  committee  are  not  inclined  to  believe  that  such  an  amount  will 
ever  be  realized  from  the  Internal  Improvement  Lands,  yet  they  be* 
lieve  that  no  better  disposition  can  be  made  of  whatever  amount  shall 
be  realized,  than  its  application  under  proper  restrictions,  in  aid  of 
private  enterprise  for  the  accooqplishment  of  so  desirable  an  object. 
It  is  moreover  believed  that  the  probabili^  of  such  assistance  from 
the  State  would  invite  and  encourage  individuals  at  home  as  well  as 
abroad,  to  invest  their  fluids  in  Sie  enterprize,  and  there  is  every 
probability  that  the  United  States  Government  would  contribute  its 
aid  to  efiect  an  object  so  advantageous  to  the  nation  generally,  and 
particularly  so  in  time  of  war. 

Tour  committee  fiurther  propose  to  call  your^,  honorable  body 'to  the 
proiMriety  of  another  route,  commencing  as  above,  namely :  at  Ross's 
bluff,  and  thence  to  Jacksonville ;  thence  to  take  the  steamboat  to 
Pala^a,  where  is  a  good  harbor;  thence  to  Homosassa  in  Benton 
county,  being  only  sixty  miles,  and  to  Homosassa  bay,  being  five 
miles  finther  where  there  is  a  very  safe  bay  with  a  sufficient  depth 
of  water,  and  a  safe  anchorage  for  vessels.  Said  roule  will  pass 
through  a  level  countiy,  withheavy  timber,  and  make  the  distance 
shorter  by  thiity  miles,and  have  no  other  changes  from  the  cars  to 
the  steamboats  than  the  other  proposed  route.  This  route  couU  com- 
mence as  so(m  as  the  road  from  Palatka  to  Homosassa  is  comfdeted 
by  steamboats  from  Fkhtka,  on  the  St.  John's  as  is  now  in  practice, 
and  from  Homosassa  to  any  part  of  the  western  couptiy;  this  route 
would  appear  to  be  veiy  desirable,  as  the  sakl  road  wouU  inter- 
fere with  but  few  private  claims  of  land,  and  save  1,500,000  dollars 
fiilly,  and  finrther,  it  will  save  in  the  commeooeBttnt  911250,000. 
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Thia  is  not  the  only  inducement,  for  the  other  route  goes  through  the 
Arredondo  Grant,  which  we  may  suppose  they  will  ask  exorbitant 
prices  for  Aeir  land.  Again,  it  will  be  recollected  that  if  a  Rail  Road 
passes  through  Government  Land,  the  United  States  allow  permis* 
sion  without  cost. 

Your  comnuttee  r^rs  for  forther  information  on  the  practicability 
and  expense  of  the  above  named,  and  also  other  routes,  to  a 
report  made  by  Col.  J*  J*  Abort,  of  the  United  States  Topograf^ical 
Engineers  on  the  subject,  accompanying  the  President's  Message  to 
Congress  at  the  session  of  1845-6,  to  1^  found  at  page  378  of  Doc. 
%j  in  voL  1  of  Executive  Documents  of  that  session. 

Your  committee  deem  action  at  the  present  session  to  be  highly 
important  to  forward  the  object  of  the  enterprise,  and  have  acconi&ig* 
ly  prepared  Resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  Genentl  As* 
sen^ly  upon  this  important  subject,  and  indicating  the  mode  deemed 
advisable  to  efifect  these  valuable  ends,  which  resolutions  are  here, 
with  presented.  GEO.  H.  SMITH, 

CJudrman  of  Cam.  an  IrOemcA  ImpraoemenU. 

Be  it  resched  (jr  t^  Senate  and  Hause  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Fhridoj  in  General  Assembly  convened.  That  the  State  of 
Florida  doth  hereby  declare  that  the  half  million  acres  of  lands  grant- 
ed  to  this  State  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  **  for  purposes 
of  Internal  Improvement,"  are  irrevocably  pledged  and  devoted  to 
that  object  and  to  that  ol^ect  alone,  as  well  by  ue  condition  of  the 
grant  itseH^  as  also  by  the  plighted  &ith  of  this  State,  solemnly  pro- 
claimed in  the  Constitution. 

Be  UJwiher  resolved.  That  the  said  Internal  Improvement  lands 
ought  to  be  located  with  all  despatch,  and  the  said  lands  brought  into 
muket  and  sold  as  is  now  provided  by  law,  due  regard  being  had^ 
on  the  one  hand,  lest  sales  be  hurried,  to  the  detriment  of  the  fund; 
and,  on  the  other,  lest  emigration  to  this  State  be  retarded  by  unne^ 
eessary  delay. 

Be  it  further  resolved  That  Ae  State  of  Florida,  having  no  inter* 
nal  improvement  fond  edier  than  these  lands  and,  under  ue  Coosti- 
tntion,  tiie  Legishitare  being  poweriess  to  raise,  by  taxation,  other  or 
greater  means  than  are  neoessary  to  the  support  of  the  government, 
u  beooines  this  State  to  devise  a  plan  whereby  the  lands  aforesaid 
may  be  united  with  oupital  of  her  citi2ens  or  of  capitalists  abroad,  to 
cfiect  valuable  iatemalin^rovements  in  Ais  State. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  in  die  view  of  this  General  Asseo^ 
bly,  it  would  be  a  wise  policy  for  this  Slate  to  hold  out  indaoen]ent9 
to  such  investment  of  capital  withm  this  State— ^and,  to  duU  end,  this 
General  Assembly  doth  hereby  make  knovm  and  declare  that  the 
State  of  Florida  will  receive  {Htyposals  from  tmy  aseodadon  of  per* 
tons  iHtving  capital  to  unite  in  works  of  mtemal  impfovement  in  this 
State,  npon  t^  terms  folbwing,  to  wit  t^^Thdt  whenever  such  A0bo* 
ciadon,  having  capital,  shall  Iw  willing  to  undertake  to  construct  any 
line  of  Rail  Read  from  die  Adandc  Ocean  to  die  Gulf  of  Mexico^  or 
from  any  snch  point  on  the  Atlantic  OoMn  WMtma4  to  «ny  point 
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within  this  State ;  the  said  Association  to  advance,  in  OHmey  acta- 
ally  paid  in,  three-fiilhs  of  the  whole  capital,  then  that  the  State  of 
Florida  will  advance  in  lands  two-fifihs  of  such  capital,  within  the 
limit  of  the  means  of  this  State  above  declared. 

Be  U  further  resolved^  That,  in  such  event,  the  General  Assembly 
would,  of  course,  grant  a  proper  charter  of  incorporation  to  such 
association  of  persons,  with  proper  privileges,  and  suitable  restric- 
tions, within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  constitutional  direc- 
tions on  this  subject. 

Be  U  further  resolved^  That  it  would  be  the  privilege  of  such  asso- 
ciation of  persons  themselves  advancing  a  majority  of  the  capital,  to 
indicate  the  termini  of  such  road,  and  the  mode  of  its  construction ; 
and  that  the  State  would  have  the  best  guaranty  thereby  that  no  woik 
would  be  undertaken  which  is  not  likely  to  prove  profitable— while, 
at  the  same  time,  conflict  of  opinion  here  at  home,  as  to  the  true 
pomia  to  be  attained,  would  be  happily  avoided. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  in  view  of  the  great  interests  of  the 
General  Government  in  an  expeditious  intercommunication  from  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  Gulf  of  Af  exico,  this  Greneral  Assembly  would 
invite  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  lend  its  aid  in  such  en* 
terprises  as  may  be  undertaken  to  effect  the  objects  indicated  in  the 
aforesaid  Resolutions. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  forward,  prop- 
erly certified  copies  of  the  above  Resolutions,  and  also  copies  of  the 
above  Report  to  our  Senators  and  Representative  in  Congress  as 
early  as  possible. 

And  seventy-five  copies  of  it,  and  the  accompanying  rescdntions, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  report,  from  ttie  Committee  on  Propositions  and 
Grievances,  was  received : 

The  Committee  on  Prc^sitions  and  Grievances  have  had  under 
consideration  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  the  introduction 
of  negroes  into  the  County  of  Franklin  in  this  State,  for  hire,  be- 
longing to  non-residents,  and  have  been  unable  to  agree  upon  a  re- 
port thereon,  and  have  directed  me,  as  their  chairman,  to  report  the 
fact  to  the  House,  and  to  return  the  bill  without  amendment 

LOUIS  ALDRICH,  Chaimum. 

And  the  accompanying  bill  placed  among  the  orders. 

Mr.  Aldrich,  from  the  same  conmiittee,  reported  a  bill  entitled  an 
act  to  amend  the  criminal  laws  now  in  force  in  this  State ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read,  viz : 

Senate  Chaxbbb,  Dec  28,  1847. 
Hon.  Speaker  House  of  RepresefOatwes. 

Sib  :  The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the  House  of 
Senate  resolution  rehitive  to  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly on  22d  inst.        Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Seerttary  SeMie. 

Also,  the  following  ^ 
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Sbnats  Chaxbsr,  Dec.  23, 1847* 
JEfim.  Speaker  House  Represeauaifoet. 

Sot :  The  Senate  has  passed  House  IhU  entitled  an  act  to  exempt 
the  citizens  of  Levy  County  from  serving  as  jurymen  beyond  the 
limits  of  sud  County,  with  Uie  following  amendments,  viz : 

Strike  out  ^  the,"  in  the  title  where  it  occurs,  after  Exempt,"  and 
insert  **  certun." 

Add  to  the  end  of  said  bill  as  Mows,  vii :  ^  Excepting  such  of 
the  inhabitants  residing  vnthin  forty  miles  of  Alachua  court  house." 

The  concurrence  of  the  House  is  respectftdly  requested* 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secfetery  Senate. 

Which  amendments  the  House  refused  to  concur  in. 

House  bills  entitled  an  actto  change  the  name  of  Sarah  A.  Als« 
ton— an  act  to  authorize  certain  persons  to  establish  a  ferry  across 
the  Apalachicola  river,  at  Chattahoochie,  and  an  act  to  change  the 
name  of  W.  J.  McCaughan,  of  Gadsden  county ;  also,  the  resolu* 
ti<ms  relative  to  the  commissioning  by  the  Governor  of  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  were  returned  frcrni  the  Senate,  having  passed  that  body, 
December  23, 1847,  and  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read,  viz: 

Sbnats  Chambbr,  Dec.  23,  1847. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  Bowse  of  Representatives  t 

SiSf— Tlie  Senate  has  paaied  Hodse  Bill  entitled  ^An  Act  to  de. 
flne  ^e  Western  Boundary  of  Jackson  County,  and  to  repeal  an  act 
therein  named,"  with  the  following  amendments,  viz : 

Strike  out  ^Western,"  vt^re  it  occurs  in  the  fourth  Une,  and  insert 
^^Southem"  in  lieu  thereof: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  «nhe,"  in  the  fifth  line  to  the  word '"par- 
allel" in  eight  line,  and  insert  ^Apalachicola  River  at  the  North  side 
of  Ochesee,  thence  on  the  Southern  side  of  the  old  Federal  Road  to 
Watson's  Ferry  across  the  Chipola  River." 

After  the  words  ""Chipola  River"  in  second  amendment,  add  "Hhence 
West  to  a  point  equi-distant  in  Range  Twelve,  thence  due  North  to 
the  dividing  line  between  Townships  Four  and  Five,  thence  West  on 
said  line  to  the  Choctawhatchie  River." 

The  ccmcurrence  of  the  House  respectfully  requested. 
Very  Respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  See'y.  SenaU. 

Which  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  eiirdled. 

Also,  the  following,  viz : 

Sbnatb  Chaxbbb,  Dec '23, 1847. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rmresentatwes : 

Sis — ^The  Senate  has  receded  from  their  amendment  to  House 
<<Preamble  and  Resolutions,  relative  to  the  expenses  <^  Florida  Vol- 
unteers  previous  to  being  mustered  into  the  United  States'  service." 
VeiT  RespectfUUy, 

O.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y  SenaU. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 
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k  roessaffe  from  the  Goremor,  fdatire  to  certain  claims  in  the 
NewnansviUe  District,  was  read,  aadt  with  acoompanying  documeaCs,, 
referred  to  a  Select  Committae,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Mitchell  ot 
Jackson,  Hagner,  and  BradwelL 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Resolutions  relative  to  locating  the  school  lands  in  eighths  of  sec- 
tions,  were  read  a  third  time,  and  adopted* 

Hie  JointReport  c^the  Select  Conmittea  to  prepare  a  bill  relative 
to  Primaiy  Schools,  and  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Schools  and 
Colleges,  upon  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  orovide  for  the  estab- 
lishment  of  Common  Scho(^  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  bill 
read  &9t  and  second  times  by  its  title,  the  rule  being  waived,  and 
both  made  a  special  order  for  Monday  next. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  public  lands, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  C<Mn* 
miittee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  consideration  thereofl 

After  ddiberation,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman,  Mr. 
Aldrich,  reported  progress,  and  ai^ed  leave  to  sit  again ;  which  was 
concurred  in. 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  half  past  two  o'clock»  P.  M. 

HALF  PAST  TWO  O'CLOCK,  P.  BL 

The  House  met,  and  the  Speaker  announced  a  quorum  preseitf. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  Coonnittee  of  the  Whole  far 
the  consideration  of  said  bill. 

After  deliberation,  the  Committee  rose  and  by  their  Chairman, 
Mr.  Aldrich,  reported  the  bill  with  amendments  which  were  oon- 
curred  in,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  the  bill  was  read  second  time 
by  title. 

Mr.  Hagner  ofiered  the  foUowing  amendment,  vis : 

1st  Section.  Strike  out  after  enacting  clause^  five  lines  to  word 
^  enter" — inclusive,  and  insert  as  follows  : 

That  any  actual  settler  beinc  the  head  of  a  tkaaiff  or  over  twenty* 
one  years  of  age,  and  a  houseJceeper,  and  who  shall  have  settled  aa 
a  preemption  claimant  under  the  United  States-  or  who  skall  hav« 
commenced  such  settlement  in  order  to  acquire  the  residence  indkat- 
ed  in  the  preemption  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  under  anv  other 
warrant  or  authority  from  that  ffovemment-Huid  which  settler  and 
occupant  is  in  possession  of  any  land  that  has  been,  or  shall  heiea£> 
ter  be  selected  for  this  State  for  seminaries  of  learning,  or  for  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvement — shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authoriz- 
ed, upon  making  proof  of  such  claim  and  occapancy  aforesaid,  to  «i* 
ter,  dec. 

Upon  tbe  adoption  of  which,  die  yeas  and  najs  were  called  by- 
Messrs.  Haflner  and  Forward.    The  vote  was. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allison,  Bannerman,  Collins,  Hag- 
ner, Higginbotham,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  and  Smith — 8. 

Nats— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bradwell,  Biyan,  Burnham,  Cook,  For- 
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wardy  Henderson,  Hobart,  Joluutoiii  King,  W.  M.  Max^^ll,  Morris 
son,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon  and  Taylor— 17. 

So  said  amendment  was  lost  Messrs.  Garrason,  Hancock  and 
Waterson  claimed  exempdon  from  the  above  vote,  imder  Che  87th 
rule,  on  the  ground  of  interest. 

Mr.  Allison  offered  the  Mowing  amendment,  viz : 

After  the  word  ''Florida,"  in  ninth  line,  insert  "Hhe  title  to  which  1 
have  acquired  since  the  passage  of  the  aimed  occupation  act,  either 
under  the  provisions  of  said  armed  occupation  act  or' 

Upon  the  adoption  of  which  the  jeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Allison  and  Qniggles. 

The  vote  was — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman, 
Bryan,  Collins,  Cook,  Hagner,  Himinbotham,  Hobait,  Johnston, 
Kinff,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  and  SmiuH-14. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Bradvrall,  Bumham,  Forward,  Henderscm,  W.  M. 
Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  and  Tay* 
lor— 11. 

So  said  amendment  prevailed.  Hie  same  gentlemen  claimed  the 
same  exemption  as  in  the  previous  vote. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  ftr  to-morrow. 

The  following  message,  and  the  minutes  therein  mentioned, 
signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate^  and  Cleric  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  were  transmitted  to  His  Excellency,  the  Goveinor, 
viz: 

HoiTSE  OF  RBPBBSBMTAnyBS,  Doc.  24,  1847. 
To  His  ExeOLaicy  the  Governor  of  Florida. 

Snt :  We  herevrith  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  minutes  of  the 
DTOceec&iffs  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Creneral  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Florida,  rektive  to  the  electiim  of  Comptroller  of  Public 
Accounts,  and  Treasurer  of  the  State. 

C.  W.  DOWNING,-  Sec.  Senate. 
Wx.  B.  LANCASTER,  Cleric  H.  R. 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Jackson, 

The  rule  vi^as  waived,  and  he  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  pream- 
ble and  resolution,  asking  for  jui  appropriation  of  public  land,  finr 
the  purposes  therein  mentioned ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  ai$ounied  until  Monday,  at  lOo'clock. 


Monday,  Dec  27, 1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  lidjouininent,aiid  the  roll  being  called» 
there  vras  a  quorum  j^resent. 

Alter  (Hrayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  RutledgOy  D.  D*  Chaplain,  die  joiir^ 
sal  of  Fnday  last  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

On  motion  <^  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  the  certificate  of  electioo 
of  Wm.  Ano«»  from  Calhoun  Cfun^,  was  received  and  read,  and. 
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logether  with  other  docomeiits  on  die  Hune  «dijecl»  heraCofcre  reu 
ceived  by  the  House,  referred  to  a  select  committee,  conaistiiig  of 
Messrs.  Mitchell  of  Jackscm,  Hagner,  and  Forward. 

An  invitation  to  attend  a  Masonic  Celebratioa  tliis  day,  at  12 
o'clock,  M.,  was  read ;  and  on  die  question  of  taking  a  recess  from 
twelve  until  half  past  two  o'clock,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  and  Forward.    The  vote  was— 

Teas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Akbich,  Bunham,  Forward,  Gana* 
son,  Hancock,  Hobart,  A.  E.  MaxweU,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  MonU 
son,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  and  Taylor-~16. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bryan,  Cook,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham^ 
King,  Mitchell  of  Jackscm,  and  Waterson — 8. 

Sdit  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  it  was — 

Orderedj  That  the  Treasurer  and  Comptroller  be  reqiectfidly  re. 
quested  to  infi>nn  this  House,  as  soon  as  may  be— 

I.  The  amount  of  revenue,  fines,  and  fortottnres,  due  and  unpaU, 
for  the  years  1845,  '6,  and  '7. 

n.  From  whom  the  same  is  due,  the  amountdue  from  each  person, 
the  date  at  which  each  amount  was  by  law  payable  into  die  State 
Treasmy,  and  the  county  in  which  such  delinquent  reskles. 

in.  The  reasons  why  the  said  dues  have  not  been  collected  before 
this  time — ^whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  suits  have  been  oidered 
or  instituted  to  enforce  their  payment — and  in  cases  were  suits  are 
not  ordered,  the  reasons  therefor. 

IV.  The  grounds,  if  there  are  any,  for  presimiing,  as  implied  in 
their  reports  to  this  House  of  the  20th  inst^,  that  a  sufficient  amount  of 
the  balances  due  for  the  years  1846  and  1847,  vtS  6e  ooOectoi  to  pay 
all  the  liabilities  of  the  State,  amounting  to  915,886  13  outstanding 
on  the  28th  inst,  as  reported  by  the  TrMsurer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Quiggles, 

The  rule  was  waived,  and  leave  granted  him  to  introduce  a  biD 
entitled  an  act  to  authorize  Blake  Jamigan  to  establish  a  ferry  across 
Pensacola  Bay,  from  Deer  Point  to  the  City  of  Pensaeola ;  which 
was  read ;  and,  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second  tirne^  and  <v- 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Wm.  Morrison, 

Leave  vras  granted  him  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
an  act  raititied  an  act  amendatcnry  of  die  criminal  laws  now  in  force 
in  this  State,  approved  Januaiy  6th,  1847 ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  (^vemor  was  received,  announcing  the  re> 
signation  of  N.  P.  Bemis,  late  Comptroller,  dns.;  and  iq>on  motiooy 
it  was— 

Ordered^  That  (the  Senate  concurring)  this  General  Assembly 
will,  at  8  o'clock  on  this  day,  go  into  an  election  for  a  ConqytooUer 
of  Public  Accounts,  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  that  office  oocasioi^  by 
the  resignation  of  N.  P.  Bemis,  the  late  Gomptn^er. 

Onmoti(m,Mr  Forward  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  Finanoe 
and  Public  Accounts. 
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Mr.  Sheldcmc^red  apreamble  and refiolutions  relative  to  a  speeify 
Borrey  of  the  private  land  claims  in  Florida ;  which  were  read ;  and^ 
tbe  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second  and  third  times,  and  passed. 

Hie  following  report  of  Ae  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Griev. 
ances  was  read  and  concurred  in,  viz : 

The  Cmnmittee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  re* 
forred  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  finr  the  relief  of  W.  J.  Armistead, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  find  that  the  applicant  for 
r^ef  paid  on  the  21st  of  January,  1845,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County 
Court  of  Gradsden  County,  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars,  for  a  license  to 
retail  spirituous  liquors  during  that  year ;  and  that,  under  the  revenue 
act  of  July,  1845,  an  additional  tax  of  thirty  dollars  was  assessed 
upon  and  paki  by  him,  for  the  privilege  secured  to  him  by  the  li- 
cense. ' 

The  law  of  December,  1845,  which  amends  the  revenue  act  of 
July,  protects  the  present  applicant  firom  the  operation  of  the  act  of 
July.  The  applicant  is,  therefore,  entitled  to  the  relief  sought  The 
committee  have  amended  the  bill,  by  adding  the  usual  apprq)riation 
clause,  and  recommend  that  the  same  as  amended  pass  the  House. 

LOUIS  ALDRICH,  Chairfnan. 

And  the  accompanying  bill  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  to  change  the 
criminal  laws  of  this  State,  made  the  following  report,  viz : 
Tlie  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  alter  the  crim- 
inal laws  of  this  State,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 

and  ask  leave  to  report : 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  after  a 
carefol  examination  of  said  bill  think  it  defective  in  some  of  its  mea- 
sures, and  would  be  injurious  to  some  sections  of  our  State.  Your 
committee,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  offer  a  substitute,  and  respectfolly 
ask  to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration  of  said  bilL 

L  GARRASON, 

CJutirman  of  the  Cammittse. 
GEO.  E.  OVERSTREET, 
JOHN  WATERSTON. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  the  accompanying  bill 
accepted  as  a  substitute  and  ordered  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  Act  toaothorise  James  Cockroft  to  estab- 
lish a  ferry  across  Shoal  river,  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second 
reading  to-morrow. 

The  foUowing  message  from  the  S^iate  was  received,  viz : 

Sbitatb  Chamber,  Dec  24,  1847. 
Am.  Speaker  Ho.  Reps. : 

Sii^— The  Senate  refuse  to  concur  in  the  amendments  made  bytha 
House  to  Senate  BUI  entitled  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Executors  of 
Georse  Kingsley,  deceased,  to  sell  real  estate. 

RespectfiiUy,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  See.  Senate. 
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le  Hooie  refiifed  to  rec«de»  but  twoirtfid  i^ob  tfae 
amendmenU 

House  bill  entitled  An  Act  in  relation  to  roads  and  Ugkivays  m 
the  counties  of  Washington*  Bentcm,  and  Hamilton,  wum  retumed 
from  the  Senate,  having  paased  that  body  Dec  24th»  1847»  f»d  ov* 
dered  to  be  enrolled. 

Senate  bills  entitled  An  Ad  io  amend  An  Act  enlitlad  An  Act  to 
<tfganize  the  Circuit  Couits  of  the  State  of  Florida;  and  An  Act  t« 
provide  £>r  the  sale  of  the  Sixteenth  Sections  granted  bj  Congress  to 
the  State  for  the  supp<nrt  of  Public  Schods,  ai^  for  consolidating  the 
School  Fund ;  were  read  and  oideiei  for  a  second  reading  to^nvtw 
row. 
The  following  message  fyjm  the  Senate,  vis  i 

Senate  Chambbb,  Dec  24,  1847. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rm'esentatwes-^ 

Sir — ^The  Senate  has  receded  m>m  its  amendment  to  House  Bill, 
entitled  ^An  Act  to  exempt  the  citizens  of  Levy  coantj  from  serving 
as  jurymen  beyond  the  limits  of  said  coun^." 
Respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y  Senate. 
Was  read  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  enrolled* 
Also  the  following  messages  were  read,  viz : 

Senate  Cmambeb,  Dec  27,  1647. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  RepresentaUoet : 

Sntr— Hie  Senate  has  reconsidered  the  Resolution  to  aiJljoum,  mne 
die^  on  dlst  insL,  and  laid  said  Resolution  upon  the  table. 
Renpectfolly, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y  Senate. 
Senate  Ckambeb,  Dec  27, 1847. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  ^  House  of  BqpresenMiceB: 

Sib — ^The  Senate  has  oeneiirred  in  the  Resolution  of  the  House  ot 
this  date,  viz :  '^at  the  Senate  concurring,  the  General  Assembly 
will,  at  3  o'clock  on  this  day,  go  into  an  election  for  a  Comptroller  of 
Public  Accounts,  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  that  office  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  N.  P.  Bemis,  the  late  Comptroller." 
Vety  Respectfiilly, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  See'y  Seoate. 
The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  2^  o'clock,  P.  M. 

HALF  PAST  TWO  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 
The  House  met— 4he  Speaker  announced  a  quorum  present. 
The  following  message  ficom  the  Senate  was  received,  viz : 

Senate  CHAionB^  Dec*  24»  1847. 
^on.  Speaker  of  ^Houee  of  Representatioes: 

Sib— The  Senate  has  passed  a  oill  originatii^  in  the  House,  end 
lied  ^An  Act  to  provide  for  Writs  of  Error  in  Criminal  cases,"  with 
the  following  amendments  ( 
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In  the  aecMid  sectioUt  fourth  line,  after  die  word  '^court,"  tntertthe 
WMd"and." 

Strikeout  all  of  said  section  after  the  word  ^defendant,"  in  the  fifth 
line. 

In  the  fourth  section,  fourth  and  fifth  lines,  strike  out  the  words  **upoa 
payment  by." 

In  the  fifth  line  of  said  section,  strike  out  all  between  the  words 
^^enor"  and  **by,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  ^secure." 

In  the  ninth  line  of  said  section,  strike  out  the  word  <^" 

In  the  tenth  line  of  said  section,  strike  out  the  words  ^  secure," 
and  insert  <<fbr,"  and  between  the  words  ^of  and  ^siach,"  insert  ''all 
costs  which  have  accrued  and" 

In  the  sixth  section,  fomth  line,  strike  out  die  word  ''pay,"  and  in- 
sert "seeure." 

In  the  eighth  line  strike  oat  the  word  "payment,"  and  insert  "said 
ooeta." 

In  the  ninth  line  of  said  section,  between  die  woitb  "control"  and 
"and,"  insert  "and  has  not  dbested  himself  of  his  property  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  rec^ving  benefit  from  this  oath." 

In  the  14th  Ime  of  same  section,  strike  out  the  wcvds  "payment" 
and  "i("  and  insert  "security  for  costs  and" 

Between  the  word  "said,"  hi  fourteenth  line,  and  "defendant"  in  the 
next  line,  insert  the  word  "shall." 

Strikeout  aQ  of  said  section  after  the  word  "custody,"  in  15th  line. 
Respectiblfy, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y.  Senate. 

Hie  House  reused  to  concur  in  the  amendments  severally. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bin  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Craven  G.  Fife,  was  read 
a  third  time ;  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was — 

TsAs— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  AUrich,  Buraham,  Crawford,  For^ 
waid,  Gairason,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Hobait,  King,  A.  E.  Max- 
well, Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smitii,  Taylor, 
and  Waterson — 19. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Bradwell,  Biyan,  Collins,  Cook,  Hanco(^  Hig- 
ginbothani*--6. 

So  said  bill  passed— Title  as  stated. 

Bill  entitied  an  act  for  die  relief  of  R.  E.  Litde  was  read ;  and  on 
the  question  <^  its  passage,  the  vote  was— 

Ybas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Baunerman,  Bradwell* 
Bornham,  Collins,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garmson,  Hagner,  Hancock, 
Henderson,  Higginbodiam,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Morris 
son,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Taylor,  and  Wa- 
tersonr— 24. 

Nays— Mr.  Cook— 1. 

So  said  bill  passed^^i^iAe  as  stated. 

The  bill  entided  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Stone^  was  read  a 
tfaiidtime;  and  on  die  question  of  its  passage,  the  vele  was— 
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Yba§— Bfr.  Spatkflr,  Mawrs.  AUildi,  BinnenuiB,  BradwoU, 
BumluuBy  CoUinf,  Cook,  Cravfixd,  Forwmrd,  Granasoiiy  Hagner, 
Hancock,  Hendenon,  HiggmboCham,  Hobait,  King,  A*  E*  Ha^veU, 
Morrison,  Oyeratraet»  Quiggles,  Scott,  ^leldoB,  ^oith,  Taykr,  and 
Watenon— 25. 

Nats — ^None* 

So  said  bill  pasted-tids  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  in  relatimi  to  fines  and  forfeitures,  was 
read  a  tlurd  time,  and  laid  upon  the  table* 

A  committee  from  the  Senate  announced  their  readiness  for  die 
election  of  a  Comptroller,  to  fill  the  Tacancy  in  that  office,  porsQaiil 
to  a  resolution  of  this  morning. 

On  motion,  the  House  was  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  Senate^ 
and  a  committee  raised  to  announce  that  &cL  Honorable  Piesi* 
dent  and  Members  ci  the  Senate  entered,  and  occupied  the  seats 
prepared.  Mr.  President  announced  the  readiness  <^the  joint  meet* 
ing  for  the  election,  and  that  nominations  were  in  order.  Mr.  For* 
vnad  nominated  Simon  Towle,  Esq.    The  vote  was-* 

For  Toteie — Senators,  14.  House,  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich, 
Bannerman,  Bradwell,Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawfoid,  Forward, 
Garrason,  Hagner,  Hancodc,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobait, 
King,  A.  £.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Shel« 
don,  Smith,  Taylor,  and  Waterson — ^25. 

Whereup<Mi,  Mr.  President  announced  Mr.  Towle  dnly  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancy ;  and  on  motion,  the  joint  meeting  adjourned. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of 
the  printing  and  binding  <^Thonqp8on^s  Digest,  and  finally  dispodng 
thereof  was  read  a  thud  time ;  iod  on  the  question  of  its  passage, 
the  vote  was — 

Ybas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannennan,  BradweU, 
Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Hagner,  Han* 
cock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobait,  King,  A.  £.  Maxwell, 
Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Taylor,  and 
Waterson— 25. 

Nays — Mr.  Garrason — 1. 

So  said  bill  passed — tide  as  stated. 

The  bill  entided  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  organixe  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida,  was  re^d ;  and  on  the  question  of  its 
passage,  the  vote  was — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannennan,  Biadwell, 
Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Grairason,  Han- 
cock,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  Kin£,  A.  E«  Bfax- 
well,  Morris(m,  Overstreet,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  and  Waterston — 
24. 

Nats — ^Mr.  Quigffles — 1. 

So  said  bill  passed— tide  as  stated. 

The  bill  entided  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  E.  D.  Howse,  Aeri^  was 
read  sec<Mid  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  eitfitled  An  Act  to  prevent  the  introAiction  of  negroes 
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iAto  the  coimtj  of  Franklin  in  this  State  for  hire,  belonging  to  non. 
residents,  was  read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  ito  paoMgethe 
vote  was 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Bryan,  Hobart,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Morrisotti  Qtugles, 
Sheldon,  Smidi,  Taylor  and  Waterston— 9. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  AlUson,  Banneman,  Brad« 
w^  Bun^bam,  Colfins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  G^rrason,  Hag. 
ner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Orerstreet  and  Scott-^17. 

So  said  bill  was  lost 

The  Inll  entitled  An  Act  to  deckre  Pitman's  creek,  in  Walton 
county,  a  navigable  stream,  was  read  third  time,  and  on  the  question 
of  its  passage  the  vote  was 

Teas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Brad- 
weU,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hag- 
ner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  A.  E.  MaxweD, 
Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Sndthand  Taylor^24. 

Nays — ^none. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  qualification  and  pre- 
scribe  the  duties  of  clerics,  sheriffi,  and  coimty  commissioners  elec- 
ted on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  1847,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
was  read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Brad- 
well,  Bryan,  Burnham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Grarrason, 
Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E. 
Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Qu^yfgles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields, 
Smith,  Taylor  and  Waterston— 28. 

Nays — ^none. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  in  relation  to  roads  in  Columbia  and  Nas- 
sau coimties,  was  read  third  time  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage 
the  vote  was 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allison,  Bannerman,  Biadwell,  Bry- 
an, Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Grarrason,  Hagner, 
Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotfiam,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell, 
Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Smith  and 
Taylor— 26. 

Nays — none. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  provule  for  the  permanent  location  of 
the  county  site  of  Benton  county,  was  read  third  time  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Hie  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of 
lan^  granted  to  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  Internal  Improvement, 
was  read  third  time  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was 

Yea»— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Akbich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Brad- 
well,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Han* 
cock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  King,  A.  E  MaxweU,  Mortison, 
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Overttreet,  Qxiiggle8,Scott,Slueld8, Smith, TayknraiidWator^^ 

Nay*— none. 

So  said  bill  passed — tide  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  amendatoiy  of  the  criminal  laws  now  in 
force  in  this  State,"  was  read  third  time,  and  on  the  qaestion  of  its 
passage,  the  vote  was — 

Yeas— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan, 
Forwud,  Hagner,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  A.  £•  Maxwell,  Overstoet, 
Scott,  Shields,  Smith  and  Waterston — 15. 

Nats — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Collins,  Code,  Crawford,  Garrasco, 
Hancock,  Henderson,  KinSy  Morrison,  Quiggles  and  Tajlor — 11. 

So  said  bill  passed — ^TiUe  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  Sarah  A.  Holden, 
of  Jackson  comity,  to  that  of  Sarah  A.  Howell,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alliscm,  Bannerman,  Brad- 
well,  Bryan,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner, 
Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  Monison,  Overstreet, 
Quiggles,  Scott,  Shields,  Smith,  Taylor  and  Waterston — ^24. 

Nays — ^Mr.  Hancock — 1. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  Act  to  amend  the  criminal  laws  now  in  force 
in  this  State,"  was  read  second  time,  and  the  House  resolved  itself 
into  Cemmittee  of  the  Whole  for  the  consideration  thereo£ 

After  some  deliberation  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chair- 
man, Mr.  Hagner,  reported  the  bill  without  amendments,  which  was 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  Allison  oflfered  the  following  amendment,  viz  : 

Sec  4.  Be  U  further  enacted^  That  when  any  person  or  persons 
shall  procure  the  indictment  of  any  pers<Hi^  or  persons,  for  any  infiu 
mous  ofifence— except  murder,  rape  and  arson — ^whatever,  in  this 
State,  his,  her,  or  their  name  shall  be  placed  upon  the  indictment, 
— HUid  in  case  of  a  fitilure  to  convict  upon  the  travis  of  said  indict- 
ment before  the  petit  jury,  such  person  or  persons  so  procuring  saki 
indictment,  shall  be  liable  for  all  the  costs  accruing  in  said  suit,  to  be 
taxed  by  the  clerk  and  collected  as  costs  in  other  cases. 

Which  was  rejected,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to- 
morrow. 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made  the  following  Report,  viz : 
The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  beg  leave  to  report  as  correctly 

enrolled — 

An  Act  to  authorize  certain  persons  to  establish  a  ferry  across 
the  Apalachicola  river,  at  Chattahoochie ; 

Resolution  expressive  of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Randall,  Brocken- 
brougfa,  and  Baker,  examiners  of  Thompscm's  Digest ; 

An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  William  J.  McCaughan,  to  that  erf* 
William  J.  McGriif ; 

Resolutions  relative  to  the  commissioning  by  the  Governor  of  Jus- 
tuses of  the  Peace ; 

An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  Sarah  Alston ; 
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An  BCt  in  relation  to  Roads  and  Highways  in  the  counties  ofWash* 
ington,  Benton  and  Hamilton ; 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  relative  to  the  expenses  of  Florida  Vol* 
unteers,  previous  to  being  mustered  into  the  United  States  service ; 

And,  an  act  to  define  the  Western  Boundary  of  Jackson  coaatjf 
and  to  repeal  an  act  therein  named. 

All  of  which  are  respectfiilly  submitted. 

W.  A.  FORWARD,  Chabmum. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  0^  o'clock  to-morrow. 


TuBBDAT,  December  28,  1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being  called, 
there  was  a  quorum  present. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  jour- 
nal g(  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn, 

The  following  was  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  journal,  viz : 

Whereas,  it  has  been  made  known,  that  application  is  about  to  be 
or  will  shortly  be,  made  to  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Florida,  ft>r  the  chartering  of  the  following  Rail  Koad  Companies, 
to  wit : — ^The  Rail  Road  Company  already  organized  in  the  State 
of  Alabama,  for  the  purpose  of  erecdnj^  a  road  from  the  %ity  of 
Montgomery,  in  that  State,  to  the  city  of  Pensacola,  in  this  State ; 
and  £e  Rial  Road  Company  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  known  as 
.  the  Southwestern  Rail  Road  C(»npany,  have  in  contemplation  the 
erection  of  a  Road  beginning  at  Macon  in  Georffia,  thence  passing 
through,  or  near  the  town  of  Peny,  thence  through  or  near  the  town 
of  Gilbert,  thence  running  in  a  Southwest  direction  and  oross- 
ing  the  Chatahoochie  River,  between  the  thirty  and  thirty.first  de- 
grees of  North  latitude,  and  running  near  or  through  the  city  of  Mari- 
anna  in  Florida,  and  Uience  to  the  town  of  St  ^drews,  situated  on 
the  bay  of  the  same  name :  And  whereas,  deeming  both  of  said  Roads 
of  incalculable  interest  to  Florida  and  the  adjoining  States,  and  espe- 
cially the  latter  one,  as  affording  the  means  of  transporting  merchan- 
dize and  agricultural  products  to  and  from  the  States  bordering  on  the 
Atlantic,  uid  those  bordering  on  the  Gulf,  and  overcoming,  to  a  great 
extent,  the  many  difficulties  and  hazzards  which  at  present  exist,  in 
the  way  of  our  commercial  vessels,  which  have  to  sound  the  well- 
known  rugged  and  dangerous  coast  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Florida 
Keys,  in  passing  in  and  out  of  the  Gul^  and  thereby  saving  annually  an 
immense  deal  of  life  and  treasure,  and  advancing  the  great  and  varied 
interest  of  this  portion  of  the  country,  and  promoting  the  acquisition 
of  that  private  wealth,  upon  which  our  public  or  national  pro^rity  is 
and  must  always  be  dependant :  And  whereas,  the  Road  running  from 
Macon  to  St  Andrews  would  reduce  the  time  of  travel  from  Macon 
to  Pensacola,  from  six  days  down  to  about  fourteen  hours,  and  con- 
necting the  city  of  Savannah  with  Pensacda,  by  an  almost  uninter- 
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nipted  Rail  Road  eomnnmicatlmit  therein  affinding  die  depaidnents 
at  Washingtoiif  additional  &cility  for  the  tnumnitting  of  oiden  to 
the  Gulf  Sfuadron  of  our  Navy ;  and  also  affinding  the  means  of 
tnuwpoiting  anns  and  mimittonB  of  war  from  any  point  eaet  of  Savaa- 
nah  or  CbuleflUm,  to  our  Navy  in  the  Gulf  <^  Mexico,  or  any  por- 
tion <^the  Army  which  are,  or  might  be  stationed  on  the  Gulf  Coast, 
in  die  event  that  the  entrance  frwn  the  Atlantic  into  die  Gulf  might 
be  cut  ofl^  or  blockaded,  in  time  of  war,  by  a  fi>reign  enemy :  i^ 
whereas,  deeming  it  a  wise  and  just  policy  on  the  part  of  Congressy 
to  make  all  needfiil  appropriations,  not  inconsistent  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution,  for  carrying  out  such  works  of  Internal  Im- 
provement as  would  not  only  prcnnote  the  interest  of  a  large  portion 
of  our  popidation,  but  also  advance  the  general  interest  and  prosper- 
ity of  the  nation :  And  whereas,  most  en  the  lands  over  which  said 
Roads  would  run,  are  very  poor  and  not  profitable  for  cultivation^  and 
from  which  the  general  government  can  never  receive  any  great 
amount  of  revenue ;  be  it  Uierefore 

Resdvedy  by  the  Senate  and  House  €f  RepreseiUatwei  <ff  the  State 
of  Florida^  in  general  assembly  canvenedf  Tliat  our  Senators  in  Con- 
gress be  instriKted,  and  our  Representative  requested  to  endeavour 
to  have  an  act  passed  by  Congress,  granting  and  reserving  to  said 
Company  or  Companies,  in  the  event  that  both  or  any  one  of  them 
riiouU  erect  said  Road  or  Roads  every  alternate  section  of  public  lud 
in  theBtate  of  Florida  over  which  said  Roads  should  pass,  whidi  have 
not  been  otherwise  appropriated. 

Be  it  further  reedvedj  That  a  copy  of  the  above  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions DO  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  eadi 
ci  our  Senators  and  our  Representative  in  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Hancock, 

The  petition  of  CoL  R.  Brown,  and  other  citizens  of  HiDsboro' 
coimty,  neretofore  read  in  this  House,  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Messrs.  Hancock,  Scott,  aini  Collins. 

The  following  report  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  was  received 
and  concurred  in,  viz : 
The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  6[  R. 

A.  Shine,  and  Joseph  A.  Edmondson,  having  considered  the  same, 

have  directed  me  to  report : 

That  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  being  for  work  and  labor,  and 
materials  furnished,  in  repairing  the  basement  rooms  of  the  Capitol, 
they  think  it  just  and  proper  Uiat  the  State  should  pav  it  I^  for 
want  of  funds,  or  any  other  reason,  it  caimot  be  paid  out  <^  die 
Tallahassee  fimd,  this  is  no  reason  for  delaying  payment  of  vehat  wQl 
ultimately  have  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury.  It  is,  therefinre,  re- 
commended  that  the  bill  herewith  submitted,  be  passed  for  the  relief 
of  the  petitioners.  A.  E.  'MlAXWELLj  Chairman. 

And  the  accompanying  bill  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Also,  the  following  from  the  aame  committeei  vis : 
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Hie  cotmnittee  on  claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petiti<m  of  Dan- 
iel  McRaenj  and  Alfred  A.  Fisher,  have  directed  me  to  report : 
That  they  have  considered  the  matters  set  forth  in  said  petition, 
and  find  that  the  difficulty  as  to  the  accounts  of  the  petitioners  arises 
from  the  refiisal  of  the  Judge  to  af^rove  said  accounts.  Upon  en* 
quiry,  they  further  find,  th^  the  Judge  did  not  refiise  for  the  reason 
that  Uiere  was  any  thing  wrong  or  imprqper  in  said  accounts,  but 
because  he  did  not  feel  authorized  to  pass  i^n  them  at  all,  whether 
correct  or  incorrect.  Without  approind  by  the  Judge,  the  ComptroU 
ler  did  not  feel  empowered  to  audit  the  accounts,  and  hence  they 
were  rejected*  The  committee  have  been  unable  to  see  why  relief 
should  not  be  granted    They  therefore  reccnnmend  to  the  House  the 

passage  of  the  bill  herewith  submitted.  

A.  E.  MAXWELL,  Chairman. 
And  the  accompanying  bill  read,  and  codered  to  a  second  reading 
to-morrow. 

Also,  the  following  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  viz : 
The  committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  which  was  referred  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasunr  dated  15th  December, 
1847,  together  with  a  letter  to  that  (^cer  orom  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Baltzell,  Judge  of  the  Middle  Circuit  <^  Florida,  relative  to  the 
suspending  by  said  Comptroller  of  the  accounts  of  certain  clerks 
and  sherim,  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  beg 
leave  to  report : 

That  by  Act  approved  29th  December,  1845,  passed  by  the  State 
Legislature,  the  Comptroller  *'  was  authorized  to  audit  and  allow  all 
such  necessary  and  reasonable  c(mtingent  expenses  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  and  Supreme  Court,  as  are  not  now  provided  for  and  authori- 
zed by  the  laws  now  in  force :  Provided^  the  same  shall  be  properly 
authenticated  and  approved  by  a  Judge  of  the  said  Circuit  Courts  or 
the  presiding  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court."    That  the  same  Act  also 

Kovides  what  expenses  may  be  allowed,  and  that  the  items  should 
fully  stated  and  approved. 

Again,  by  the  Act  of  6th  January,  1847,  o(  the  State  Legislature, 
entitled  An  Act  to  establish  a  tariif  of  fees,  it  was  made  the  duty  of 
the  Judges  to  make  a  specific  requisition  on  the  sherifis  for  the  sta- 
tionery, wood,  d^.,  fiirnished  for  the  use  of  the  court,  which  requisi- 
tion should  be  the  sheriff's  voucher  therefor. 

It  appears  fix>m  the  correspondence  referred  that  his  Honor  Judge 
BahzeU,  states  that  Hifier  examination,  I  find  no  law  of  either  the  State 
or  Territory  authorizing  or  requiring  this  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Judges,"  ^.  Affain,  his  Honor  states  another  difficulty  existing 
even  if  a  law  of  the  Territory  shall  be  found  to  sustain  the  practice 
-^e  Constitutimial  declaration  ''that  no  duty  not  judicial,  shall  be 
imposed  by  law,  upon  the  Justices  of  die  Supreme  Court,  Chandel- 
iers, or  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State." 

It  is  perhaps  the  universal  practice  of  every  State  Court,  to  certi^ 
the  contingent  expenses  <^  the  session.  Yet  it  would  be  hardly  worth 
an  argument  to  establish  that  such  duties  as  are  required  of  tb^  Judg- 
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es  in  the  two  acta  aboTe  referred  to,  do  not  infringe  the  Constitutioii- 
^  provision.  The  Legislature  may  at  once  by  one  enactment,  re* 
quire  all  accounts  of  clerics  and  shenffi  to  be  examined,  proved  and 
allowed  in  the  first  instance  by  the  county  commissicmers,  and  then 
by  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts.  This  will  avoid  all  diffi- 
culty aikl  save  the  Judges  an  irksome  examination  of  petty  accountSy 
foreign  to  their  usual  judicial  fimctions. 

Your  committee  have  reported  a  bill  to  efiect  these  purposes,  and 
ask  to  be  discharged  fixmi  the  fiuther  consideration  <^the  sutnecL 
THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 

Clutirnum  Judiciary  Committee. 
The  accompanying  bill  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to- 
morrow. 

The  foUovnng  report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  viz : 
The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  certificate  of  elec- 
tion of  Francis  Amou,  claiming  a  seat  in  this  House,  as  Repre- 
sentative elect  firom  Calhoun  county,  beg  leave  to  report : 
That,  in  pursuance  of  Uie  resolution  of  this  House,  made  on  the 
96th  ultimo,  ordering  a  new  election  to  be  forthwith  held  in  said 
county,  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  Representative  to  the  General  Assembly 
in  said  coun^,  an  election  was  ordered,  and  your  committee  c<hi- 
elude  that  said  election  was  held  on  the  7Ui  instant,  although  the  pre- 
cise time  does  not  anywhere  appear  in  the  returns ;  yet  it  appears  that 
a  canvass  of  the  votes  at  that  election  was  made  on  the  sajd  7th  in- 
stant, and  that  the  result  of  said  election  was  a  tie.  From  the  cer- 
tificate now  presented,  it  would  seem  that  another  election  was  or- 
dered and  held  on  the  20ih  day  of  this  present  month.  By  the  7th 
section  of  the  7th  article  of  the  law  governing  elections,  it  is  provi- 
ded, in  cases  of  tie,  that  a  new  election  shall  be  ordered,  to  be  heU 
in  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  fifteen  days,  after  the  official 
canvass  bv  the  Judge  of  Probates.  Your  committee  are,  therefere, 
satisfied  that  the  law  has  been  complied  with  in  this  instance,  and 
that  Francis  Amou  is  duly  elected,  and  therefore  recommend  that  he 
be  sworn  in,  and  be  permitted  to  take  his  seat,  and  your  committee 
ask  to  be  discharged  firom  the  fiirther  consideration  of  the  subject. 

B.  J.  J.  MITCHELL,  Chairman^ 
Wa.UAM  A.  FORWARD, 
THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 
On  motion,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Mitchell  of  Jack- 
son, Blackburn,  and  Hobart,  was  aj^inted  to  inform  Mr.  Amou  that 
his  claim  was  allowed. 

The  foUovnng  report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  viz : 
The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  viras  referred  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  "Florida  South  of  Newnansville,"  praying  the  removal 
of  the  United  States  Land  Ofike  fix>m  NewnansvilleTwhich  is  the 
place  of  location  at  present,)  and  establishing  said  office  at  Ocala, 
beg  leave  to  Report: 

That  the^  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  the  said  pe- 
tition sets  &rth  in  its  ovm  language,  that  the  removal  of  said  United 


Digitized  by 


Google 


167 

States  land  office  from  Newnangville  to  Ocala^  the  county  site  of  Ma** 
rion  county,  would  be  more  convenient,  and  afiford  greater  fitcilities  tQ 
all  persons  in  search  of  lands,  who  wish  to  settle  in  that  part  of  our 
State ;  and,  second,  said  petition  also  sets  forth,  that  all  the  land  of 
any  value  and  importance,  now  belonging  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment,  b  to  be  found  south  of  Ocala,  ai^in  the  vicinity  of  the  same  ; 
therefore,  from  the  above  considerations,  your  committee  are  df 
opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted,  and  the  said  land 
mice  now  located  at  Newnansville  be  removed  to  Ocala,  and  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  resolution. 

And  the  accompanying  resolution  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading  to-morrow. 

Also,  the  following,  viz : 
The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  c(»nmunication  from 

the  National  Medical  Convention  held  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  State 

(rf*  Pennsylvania,  in  May  last,  beg  leave  to  Report : 

That  the  said  Convention,  as  appears  by  said  communication,  elab- 
orately discussed  and  considered  the  physical,  moral  and  civil  condi- 
tion of  the  human  fiunily  and,  for  the  purposes  of  arriving  at  impor- 
tant means  for  the  advancement  of  the  population  of  our  country  in' 
prosperity  and  civilization,  as  well  as  ror  all  other  purposes  in  said 
commimication  set  forth,  recommend  this  State,  in  connexion  with 
the  other  States  of  the  Union,  to  provide  for  a  general  Registration  <^ 
the  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  occurring  therein.  The  physicians 
who  composed  this  convention  considered  that,  from  the  feicts  which 
a  well  digested  system  of  registration  would  develope,  the  medical 
fraternity  could  derive  much  information  as  to  the  rules  and  inferences 
of  health  and  the  sources  of  disease  and  premature  mortality. 

To  Florida  this  system  must  result  in  much  benefit,  inasmuch  as 
we  rely  much  upon  the  healthfiilness  of  our  climate,  and  which  we 
cannot  more  effectually  demonstrate  than  by  presenting  the  unerring 
proof  of  statistics. 

It  is  a  well  known  &ct  that  the  premium  on  life  insurance  in  Flo- 
rida is  almost  double  that  of  a  Northern  State,  while  the  probabilities 
of  living  are  greater  and  the  risk  of  insurances  are  much  smaller. — 
The  statistics  which  would  be  fiimished  by  a  registry,  such  as  is  pro- 
posed, will  give  a  true  estimate  of  the  relative  miration  of  life  in  the 
States.  Such  a  registration  would  also  be  usefiil  in  proving  lineage, 
rights  of  dower,  age  of  individuals,  ^z;c  Under  the  laws  of  the  State, 
as  they  now  exist,  clerks  of  the  circuit  courts  are  required  to  record 
marriages  and,  by  requiring  them  to  record  births  and  deaths,  but 
little  flffther  trouble  would  be  imposed  upon  them.  Your  committee 
have  drawn  up  a  bill,  which  they  respecmilly  submit  for  the  conside- 
ration <^  the  House,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  finrther  con- 
sideration of  the  subject.  W.  A.  FORWARD,  Chairman. 

B.  J.  J.  MITCHELL, 
D.  BRADWELL, 
JOHN  L.  CRAWFORD, 
JAMES  L.  SHIELDS. 
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The  accompanying  bill  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to- 
morrow. 
Also,  the  following,  viz  : 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  testimony  taken 
by  the  Commissioner  appointed  under  a  Resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly,  approved  December  2dd,  1846,  in  regard  to  the  military 
services  rendered  by  Capt  WnL  H.  Payne's  Con^xtny  of  Voluntoersi, 
in  the  years  1838  ajid  1839,  beg  leave  to  Reports— 

That  the  said  testimony  clearly  and  satisfactorily  estaUishes  the 
&ct,  that  in  the  month  of  November  A.  D.  1888,  in  consequence  of 
the  then  recent  murders  and  depredations  committed  by  the  Indians 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  the  frequent  signs  of  marauding  par* 
ties  of  Indians  throughout  that  portion  of  the  State  bordering  the  8L 
Maiy's  River,  Oakefenokee  Swamp,  and  from  thence  West  to  tbs  Su- 
wannee River,  there  was  an  imperious  necessity  for  protecting  the  in- 
habitants within  that  section  of  countnr,  and  also  for  protecting  tl» 
frcmtier — and  for  that  purpose  CoL  Robert  Brown,  of  Uie  12th  Kegi- 
ment  of  Florida  Militia,  under  the  authority  of  the  then  G^vemor  of 
Florida  ordered  into  the  service  of  the  Territory,  of  Florida,  Captain 
William  H.  Payne's  Company  of  Florida  Mounted  Militia :  That  saM 
Company  were  mustered  into  service  on  the  24th  day  of  Novendier 
A.  D.  1838,  and  continued  in  said  service  until  the  dd  day  of  May 
1839— <luring  which  period  (say  five  months  and  nine  days,}  the  said 
Company  were  in  actoal  and  energetic  service,  scouting  throughout 
that  portion  g(  the  country,  and  were  much  exposed  to  peril— endure 
ing  privations  and  exposures  of  every  kind ;  and  during  all  which  time, 
this  band  of  brave  men  furnished  themselves  with  horses,  arms,  equip, 
ments,  forage  and  subsistence.  Your  Comndttee  cannot  imagine  a 
daim  which  would  address  itself  more  &vonrably  to  the  responsible 
party  for  remuneration  than  the  claim  of  this  Company  does.  From 
the  testimony  it  appears,  that  the  reason  why  this  chtim  was  not  laid 
before  any  of  the  Boards,  appointed  by  the  Federal  Crovemment  for 
the  investigation  of  claims  in  Florida,  was  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  the  Captain  of  said  Company,  who  had  possession  of  the  mus- 
ter roll,  and  which  but  recentiy  has  been  |Mrocured.  Your  Committee 
could  arrive  at  no  other  conclusion,  after  carefully  examining  said  tes- 
timony, than  that  tiie  gentiemen  who  composed  said  Company  are 
justiy  entitied  to  compensation  for  their  time,  and  remuneration  for 
their  expenditures.  Your  Committee  therefore,  respectiully  submit 
the  following  Resolutions  as  expressive  of  their  views,  and  recom- 
mend their  passage,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  fitmi  the  fiirtheroonsi- 
deration  of  die  simject    All  of  which  is  respectfiiHy  submitted. 

JAMES  L.  KING,  Chairman. 
WILLIAM  A.  FORWARD, 
JOHN  SCOTT, 
B.  J.  J.  MITCHELL, 
GEO.  H.  SMITH. 
And  the  accompanying  resohition  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading  to-morrow* 
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Senate  bUl  endded  4n\^%  'Utti^nidlih'^^  '(o'^igMMe  'tA^ Office 
of  Comptroller  of  Public  AtilMbiits  of 'dib  State '6f  flbtftk,  aptitovM 
July  23,  1845 ; 

An  act'tD  aniend  an  act  rekttig  tb  crimes  0Ad  misdemeanors ; 

An  act  in  addition  t9  an  act  relative  to  elections  in  this  StatCt 
{Missed  December  29th,  1845 ;  .  .  ,        , 

And  kn  act  to  abolish  the  chairtidr  pf  We  T^ty 'bf  j^^ladn^^ 
were  rcad,'and  brdereilfdr'a  s^colid  ri^aidirigtb^rtbh'o        , 

*0n  motion,  lilr.  Amoti  'was  stvom  lii  by  fe.  M.  We'it,  Tiisddd  'of 
'flie  t^eace  for  "Lebh '  County. 

Senate.lJill  entitled  aii  act  to  orgkiiile  the  CoUhty'df S81ttie8,'^8 
read,  in^ It  Vas  ordered  for  ist  secblid  fetadinjg  tb-mo]4^W,  'klhd  fdriy 
copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

House  bill  entiUed  an  act  to  authorise 'the  Treasurer  of  MaxMk 
county,  to  pay  over  tq  th^  Treasurer  of  l^arion  county,  the  amount 
of  the  cpunty'tiax  iii  hisliatids'a:s1»essed  and  collected  upon  lands 
lying  in  MaVioh  county,'i^sLs  rotimied  froita  'the  Senate,  having  passed 
that  body  December  27th,  .1847,  and  ordered  1o  be  enrolled. 

The  following-message  from  the  Senate  was  read,  viz : 

Senatb  CHAMBBBt  i)ec.2%  1847. 

'Snt*:  The  Senate  has 'pod^Kmed  ihdefinitely  Souse  biU  entitlfid  an 
iMt  in  addition  to  'an  act  to  oi^ganuee  Courts  of  Probate  ibr  the  Stale 
of  Florida.      Re^)ectftilly,      C.  W,  DOWNING,  S»o'y'SeHaie. 

Also,  the  following,  viz : 

Senate  Chambbb,  Dec.  27,  1847. 
Han.  Speaktir  of  *ttc  J^Hntieaf  Repr^serttathses. 

S0t :  The  Senate  has  passed  House  preamble  and  resolutionsTela- 
tive  to  the  passace  of  a  law  in  relief  of  certain  citusens  of  this 
'St^te,  with  the  ^)lK>wing  amendment,  viz :  at  the  end  of  section  ^, 
add— 

**  As,  also,  for  all  those  who  have  sustained  losses  by  the  Indiaitis." 
Reqp«5tMy,  €.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'ySenab^. 

Which  amendment  was  "ooncurred  in,  and  the  bifl  ordered  to  be 
'entofied.  ... 

Senate  bill  entided  an  act  to  exempt  l^e  inhabitants  ot  Ajnelik 
Island,  in  the  county  of  Nassau,  from  working  on  the  roads  on  tne 
main  land  in  daid  eoun^ ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  destitute,  and  to  guard  against 
the  accttBUdiUion  of  pauperism  in  the  county  of  Leon  j 

And  an  act  to  allow  the  privilege  cS  biul  in  certam  cases,  were 
teadt  and  orde)*ed  to  a  seeond  reading  to-morrow. 

The  Mowing  was  read,  viz : 

Bbivatb  CsAJtans,  Dec  28^  1617. 
to  Hie  flWi.  f9pea!l6tr  "cf  tXc  Hdtoe  6f  RepresetOatibes  : 

BoL  i  Tbe  mMe  ihsists' 6p»on  their  toietidmeiits  t)o  HoiM  bfli  ^• 
titled  an  act  to  provide  writs  of  er^or  in  criminal  cases; 

Vferf  tespecWUly,        C.  W.  bOWNING,  S^'jf  Sewift. 
22 
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Whereupoiif  the  foUowiw  Committee  of  Conference  was  appomt* 
edy  viz :  Messrs.  Hagner,  Forward,  and  Scott 
The  following  communication  was  sent  to  the  Grovemor : 

House  of  Rbpbssbntatives,  Dec.  28, 1847. 
To  SRs  Excellency  the  Chvemor  of  Florida* 

Sib  :  The  two  Houses  havine  met  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  yesterday,  (27th  inst,)  ror  the  purpose  of  electing  a  Comp- 
troller rfPublie  Ajccounts  for  the  State  of  Florida,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  N.  P.  Bemis,  Esq.,  Mr.  Simon  Towle 
was  alone  put  in  nomination,  and  having  received  thir^-nine  votes, 
die  President  declared  him  duly  elected  Comptroller  of  Public  Ac- 
counts for  Uie  State  of  Florida,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  N.  P.  Bemis. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER,  Clerk  Ho.  Rqu. 
C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secretary  Senate. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  jmnt  report  of  the  select  committee,  appointed  to  prepare  a 
bill  relative  to  primary  schools,  and  of  the  Committee  on  Schools 
and  Colleges,  upon  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to*  provide  fer  the  es- 
tablishment of  common  schools,  was  taken  up ;  and,  pending  the 
consideration  thereof  the  House  took  a  recess  until  half  past  two 
o'dock,  P.  M. 


HALF  PAST  TWO  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

'Hie  House  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  interrcqyted  by  the 
recess. 

Upon  the  question  of  concurrence  in  said  report,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Allison  and  Taylor,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Teas — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison^  Bannerman,  Blackburn,  Brad- 
well,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  €rarras<ni.  Hag- 
ner,  Hancock,  Johnston,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  NGtchell 
c(  Monroe,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shiekls,  Taylor,  and  Waterston — 
28. 

Nats — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Collins,  Henderson,  EQggin- 
botham.  King,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  and  Smith — 10. 

So  said  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  reported  therewith 
substituted  for  the  original  Senate  bilL 

For  the  consideration  of  said  substituted  bill,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

After  some  deliberation,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their  chair- 
man, Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sU  again;  which  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  made  the  first  order 
for  to-morrow. 

The  House  theaat^oumed  until  half  past  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Wbdkbbday,  Dec.  29, 1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being  called, 
there  was  a  quorum  present 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  Jonmal 
of  yesteiday  was  read,  amended  and  approved. 

Mr.  Amou  ffave  notice  that  he  will,  on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  biQ  entitled  an  act  for  the  permanent  location  of  the 
county  site  of  Calhoun  coimty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bryan, 

Ordered^  That  no  new  bUl  shall  be  presented  to  this  House  after 
to-morrow,  (Thursday,)  except  when  reported  by  committees  ahready  v 
charged  with  the  subject,  and  such  impropriation  bills  as  are  essential 
to  dose  the  session  of  the  House. 

A  ccMnmunication  from  the  Comptroller,  relative  to  the  defiuilters 
under  the  Territorial  Government,  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Marwell  offered  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to 
the  sixteenth  sections  granted  by  Congress  for  Public*Schools ;  which 
was  read ;  and,  the  nue  beinff  waive<^  read  a  second  time  by  its  title, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrosscyd  ror  to-morrow. 

The  following  report  from  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and 
Grievances,  was  received,  viz : 
The  Conmiittee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  required  by  a  reso- 

lution  of  this  House,  to  examine  the  fee  bill  of  public  officers  of 

this  State,  commonly  called  the  Tariff  of  Fees,  and  to  report  to 

this  House,  what  reductions  ought  to  be  made  therein ;  and,  further, 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  all  laws  which  allow 

recourse  over  against  the  State,  upon  fiulure  of  defendants  in 

criminal  cases  paying  the  costs  awarded  against  them,  beg  leave 

to  report— 

The  accompanying  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  establish  a  tariff  of  fees,  approved  January  6,  1847, 
which  embodies  their  views  on  the  subject  proposed  by  the  resolu- 
tion. LOUIS  ALDMCH,  Chairman. 

The  accompanying  bill  was  read,  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to- 
morrow, and  seventy-five  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  viz : 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  office  and 
proceedings  of  the  Register  of  Public  Lands,  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  examined,  with  much  care  and  attention,  the  ope- 
lations  of  this  office,  and  have  found  it  managed  with  skill,  order  and 
economy.  ^  It  will  be  recollected  that  previous  to  the  election  of  the 
present  Register,  the  office  had  been  vacant  for  a  year,  and  conse- 
quently the  present  incumbent  has  been  required  to  arrange  and  reg- 
ulate, not  only  the  business  of  the  ciurent  year,  but  the  principal  por- 
tioii  of  that  of  the  preceding  year,  and  at  the  same  time  to  make  a 
complete  organization  of  his  office.  His  attendance  at  Washii^[ton 
fer  me  purpose  of  securing  to  the  State  an  early  recognition  of  the 
selections  made  has  also  been  required.  He  has  also  attended  and 
made  sales  6f  above  twelve  thousand  acres  of  land  in  diflerent  por. 
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tioii^/Dfth^.Stite^    Your.copmvtteedeemitbotjiut  to  e^iress  tbeir 
6yoi^bIe  opinion  of  ^  promptness,  judgment  aixl,  abilitj  \inth  wbich 
t&ese  varied  and  arduous  duties  have  b^n  performed. 
T^jB  jopocations  of  the  <^5oe  may  be  briefly  summed  up  a§  follows : 

QVAirrjXY,  OF  LA;^  JBISLECTEp. 

ForSemio^ies,,?  4__^_^j 48,437  acr^ 

"   School       \f^^f^''^  7,371     •• 

**   Internal  Improvements,  155,061,    '* 

^   Internal  Improvements,  selected,  but ^ not. 

rf ported^  49,737.    " 


Quantity  of  laiid  selected. 


254,606 


UV  WH03I  SBLECTKDi 


FEIIST 


SECOND  THIRD 


Ai[  iVt.  Randolph, 
A*  M.  Randolph, 
B<  F.  Whitner, 

B.  Bw^kley, 
S,  i.  Perry, 


17,069  W 

13,134  00 

25,303  37 

4,154  16 

3,291  10 

8,1^  00 


11,971  47 

22,2^0  00 

10,639  70 

8,552  71 

3,336  31 

3,910  00 


20,927  92 
25,333  00 
35,699  42 
10,303  06 
17,934  ,92 
7,570  00 


70,10  84  00,093  19|nT,76e  32 
66,096  19 
70J41    ^% 


254,606  35 


Acresy 
Cost  of  locating,  $8,785  eSf . 

The  amount  c^  sales  have  been  11,805  acres,  producing  932,825 
24^  and  averaging  $2  78  per  acre.  These  satles  w^re,  liowever, 
made  of  landslong  since  aelectod,  and  some  of  vl^ch  were  appiais*. 
ed  at  only  $]  per  acre,  Tlie  amount  received,  seems  to  ypur  com- 
mittee^ ftdly  equal  to  any  reasonalile  anticipation.  The  selection,  of 
State  lands  is  proccedijig  as  rapidly  as  .pxactic|tble,  five  locat^ig 
agent3  l^ing  now  in  the  field, 

Furtlier  sales  of  lands  are  to  take  place^  the,  ensiling  Springs  in 
Madison,  Jetleraon,  and  Marion  counties. 

The  result  of  the  operations  of  the  office  during  the^pastyear  liave 
not  only  enabled  It  to  defray  its  citrrent  expenses,  but  to  layby  a  sur- 
plus to  be  fimded*  It  seems  to  your  committee,  that  some  pro  vision 
•tould  be  made  by  law  to  enable  the  Regtsiter  to  cocnply  wiUi  that 
portion  of  it  which  requires  his  office  to  be  constantly  open,  by  an- 
tKorizing  the  employment  of  a  clerk  or  deputy  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  open  said  office  in  the  neoess^  absence  of  the  Re^ster. 

LOtlia  ALDRICH, 
Chairman  House  Committee, 
B.  J.  J.  iMJTCHELL. 
G.  IL  FAIRBANKS, 
Chairman  Senate  Comijaittee.  J 
a  M,  AVEKT^_        ^ 
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The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the{)etitioii.of  CoL  R* 
Brpwnaofl  other. citiiaiiis  of  South'Horiday  in  reUtlioa  to  Indian 
depredations  and  the  exposed  conditioaof  our  frontier  setlers^  have 
ha4  (the  ^saqae  ^mdariconsideration  aj»d  rei^yeotUlj  report : 
That  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion.diatinoipcirtionof  that  tree#« 
cherous  tribe  should  have  been  allowed  ti^  remain  in  out.  SUIe  i^r 
tl^  war.  commenced. 

That  the  Indians  recently  have  evinised  a  dbpoaitf  on  hostile  to  the 
citizens,  ,a8  iset  forth  in  the  petition^  and  although  nqmuider  has  been 
c(Hnmittedi  yet  the  citizens  a«e  in  .omstant dread,  andcaU  loudly  for 
aj^ipn  that  they  may  be  protected  in  their  lives  and  property. 

Wef  therefore,  report  the  following  Heselutinns  and  recommend 
their  adoptipUt . 

And  tuQ  accompanymg  resoluticms  entitled  resolutions  relative  to 
the  Indians  in  South  Florida,  and  providing  for  the  safety  of  the  in- 
h^itanta  of  thai  section  of  this  State,  were  read ;  and*  the  rule  being 
waived,,  read  a  second  and  third  times,  and  passed* 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Billa»  reported  as  correctly  enrolled : 
An  Act  to  exempt  the  citizens  of  liBvy  County  fiiom  serving  as 
jurymen  beyond  the  limits  of  said  county. 

W.  A,  FORWARD,  Chairmaru 
House  resolutions  relative  to  locating  the  school  lands  in  eighths 
of  sections,  was  returned  from  the  Senate,  having  passed  that  body 
December  28th,  1847,  and  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

Senate  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  were  read ; 
ai^d,  the.  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second  and  third  times ;  and  on 
the  question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Fprward.and  Allison.    The  vote  was-** 

YEAS*T-Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich^  Allison,  Amou,  Bannennan^ 
Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford, 
Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higffinbotham, 
Hobart,  Johnston,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  MaxweU,  Mitchell 
of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  OverstreeC^  Ross,  Scott, 
Sheldon,  Smith,  Taylor,  Tanner,  and  Waterston-^34r 
NAYflh-None. 
So  said  resolutions  passed. 

Senate  resolution  in  relation  to  the  emplovment  of  Hugh  Ardber 
hi, the.  Comptroller's  office,  5vaa  read,  and  re&rred  to  the  Comnuttee 
on.Fin^a^e  and  Puhlic  Accounts. 

ORDERS  OF  T^E  DAY. 

The  substituted  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  es* 
tablishment  of  common  schools,  was  taken  up,  and  the  House  went, 
again  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  consideration  thereof. 

After  some  deliberation,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their  chair- 
map,  Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
againf  which  was  concurred  in. 

Pursuant  to  previous  resdution,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre^ 
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•entadTes  met  in  joint  MtemUy,  for  the  election  of  Register  of  Pub* 
lie  Lands,  and  Clerk  <^  the  Sij^reme  Court 

Mr.  President  announced  the  readiness  of  the  Assembly  for  the 
election,  and  that  nominations  were  in  order. 

Mr.  Lorimer  nominated  David  P.  Hogue,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Black- 
bum  nominated  Mariano  D.  Papy,  Esq. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was — 

For  Papt — Senators,  6.  House,  Messrs.  AUrich,  Allison,  Ar- 
nou,  Blackburn,  Bumhara,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock,  Ho> 
bart.  King,  A.  £•  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Mon- 
roe, Ross,  Shields,  and  Taylor— 17.    Total,  28. 

For  HoouB — Senators,  10.  House,  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baiw 
merman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hagner,  Henderson, 
Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Orerstreet, 
Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Tanner,  and  Waterston^lO.  To- 
tal,39. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  the  joint  assembly  adjourned  for  the  sepa- 
rate consideration  of  the  question,  whether  or  not  Mr.  Hogue  shcNiU 
be  declared  elected.  Pending  the  discussion,  the  House  took  a  re- 
cess until  half  past  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

HALF  PAST  TWO  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  interrupted  by  the 
recess. 

Mr.  Chain  oflered  the  following  resolutions,  viz : 

Resolvedj  1st  As  the  sense  of  Uiis  House,  that  where  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State  requires  a  concurrent  vote  of  both  Houses  of 
the  General  Assembly,  or  where  it  requires  a  joint  vote  of  both 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  then,  and  in  such  event,  there 
should  be  a  nu^rity  of  aU  those  who  are  qualified  as  Senators  and 
Representatives  to  constitute  a  choice,  leaving  out  of  the  number  any 
that  may  have  died,  resigned,  or  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  the 
balance  <^  the  session. 

Resotfoedy  2d.  As  the  foither  sense  of  this  House,  that  where  the 
Constitution  or  the  law  requires  a  joint  vote  of  the  General  Assem^ 
hltfj  then,  and  in  that  event,  a  majority  of  a  quorum  of  those  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  who  have  Qualified  only,  is  necessaiy  to  a 
choice— leaving  oat  of  the  computation  any  that  may  have  died,  re- 
signed,  or  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  the  bahmce  of  the  sessiKHU 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Hagner,  Speaker  pro  tern.,  decided  that  said  reso- 
lutions, having  a  direct  reference  to  the  question  for  the  special  con- 
sideration of  which  the  joint  meeting  had  adjourned,  were  in  order. 

From  which,  an  appeal  was  taken,  and  lost  Upon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Forward 
and  Blackburn.    The  vote  was — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Col- 
lins, Crawford,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W. 
M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith, 
Tanner,  and  Waterston— 19. 
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NATS^-Messrs.  Aldrich,  AUison,  Amou,  Blackbtmiy  Bumliaiii^  . 
Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell, 
Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Shields,  and  Taj* 
bp— 17. 

So  said  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  substituted  bill  entitled  <*An  Act  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment of  Common  Schools,"  was  taken  up  and  the  House  again  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  consideration  thereof 

Afler{some  deliberation  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chair- 
man, Mr.  Wm«  M.  Maxwell,  reputed  the  bill  with  amendments, 
which  was  concurred  in.  The  bill  was  read  second  time  by  tide, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  as  a  special  order  for  Friday  next,  and  75 
cq>ies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  then  adjourned  mitil  9^  o'clock  to^norrow. 


Thubsdat,  Dec  80,  1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjoununent,  and  the  roll  being  called, 
there  was  a  quorum  pre^nt 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  jour- 
nal of  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Amou,  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce  bilb 
entitled  ''An  Act  to  provide  for  the  location  of  the  county  site  of  Cal- 
houn county." 

''An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  Mary  E.  Ledbetter,  to  that  of  Ma- 
ly  E.  Doles :"  and 

"An  Act  to  regulate  and  define  the  duties  of  the  coun^  commission- 
ers of  CaUioun  county," — ^which  were  read,  and  the  rule  being  waiv- 
ed, read  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  ordered  tkit  Mr.  Amou  be  placed  on 
the  following  committees,  to  wit :  Committee  on  Clakns,  Committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  Committee  on  Elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  leave  viras  granted  him  to 
introduce  a  bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  collecting  of- 
ficers in  certain  cases,"  which  was  read,  and  the  rule  being  waived, 
read  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell,  leave  was  granted  him  to  intro^ 
duce  a  bill  entitled  "An  Act  respecting  free  persons  of  color,"  which 
was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Allison  presented  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Gadsden 
county,  relative  to  opening  a  road  in  that  county,  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Allison,  Johnson, 
and  Garrason. 

Mr.  Tanner  presented  the  petition  of  N.  Backer,  for  the  refondinff 
of  certain  taxes  heretofore  paid  by  him,  which  was  read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claiins. 

Mr.  Hancock  presented  a  Memorial  and  Resokrtioiiy  asking  Con^ 
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Bess  to  a0mpriate  160  aeree  of  land  &r  the  bniHii^  of  la  Court 
ouso  in  Hillsbotio'eouiitj,"  which  vnts  -read,  atiHthe  Itde  'being 
waived,  read  second  and  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Hagner  presented  the  foUowing,  which  was  orderdilto'bb 
spread  on  the  journal;  viz : 

Tothe  Honorable  1^  Senate  and  House  of  Repf^erltiitMg  i^  ike 
State  of  Fhrida  in  Oenercd  Asembly  eontendi: 

The  memorial  of' the  undersigned  citizens  of 'Prankliti  coutitj,  1'e- 
spectflilly  sheweth :  That  the  time  df  hblding  ele<^tiOns  ^dt  'inexhbM 
of  Congress,  and  the  general  elections  in  the  Btate,  und^ir  the  ptes- 
ent  law,  happens  when  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  HSb 
county  are  absent  on  business,  who  are  consequently  d^pf^^  ofitab 
privilege  of  voting:  That  unless  some  hnportant  'iiltei^st  ^ictafe^ 
a  maintenance  of  the  present  law,  the  principle  of  extendihg^fliblr^lft 
of  suffiage  to  the  Whole  people,  so  far  as  practicable,  ^oUld  *s<9^iih  to 
be  a  sufficient  motive  to  operate  upon  your  Honorable  bodies,  to  in- 
duce a  change  of  Uie  day  of  holding  such  elections,  and  the  substi- 
tution of  a  later  period,  when  there  will  be  a  fiill  attendance  of  voters. 

Tour  petitioners,  therefore,  pray  that  the  presentlawmay  be  amen- 
ded in  the  manner  lieretofore  suggested,  and  your  petitioners  "vnll 
ever^pray,  d&c. 

A.  Downer, 
S.  B.  Milliken, 
Benj.  Lucas, 
N.  J.  Deblois, 
Dan.  J.  Day, 
W.  G.  M.  Davis, 
N.  G.  Guyon, 
N.  C.  Robbins, 

B.  S.  Hawley, 
J.  M.  McKinney, 
Edwin  Jones,  Jr., 
E.  C.  Roberts, 
Jacob  SchifTers, 
Eugene  W.  Rogers, 
Hiomas  Scott, 
Jos.  G.  Hurd, 
ISol.  Kimbrougfa, 
Joseph  Honserd, 
A.  W •  Chapman. 

The  following  Report  was  read  and  concuned  in,  t& : 
The  Committee  on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts,  to  l^om  was 
teferred  a  bill  to  be  entitied  an  act  to  define  the  duties  atid  pr9s6ribe 
^e  compensation  of  Tax  Assessors  and  Collectors  in  tw  8ttl^ 
have  examined  the  bill,  and  amended  the  same,  by  th&  addition 
of  a  section  thereto,  providing  fer  ihe  qualifications  of  Tkt  Atoes- 
«ors  and  Collectors.  The  committee  believe  that  the  biH,  a^  HWtolid- 
ed,  will  effect  the  purpose  intended  thereby,  and  resp^iftlM^  fMiA- 
mend  that  the  MQ,  as  amended,  pass  the  Blouse. 

LOUIS  ALDRICHt  Chainum. 


j)ray,  & 
M.  P.  Ellis, 
Francis  Kopman, 
J.  C.  Maclay, 
"Chas.  Tomhnson, 
Jas.  C.  Allen, 
A.  G.  Semmes, 
Henry  Ashley,  ^ 
W.  Houc, 
W.  H.  Hughes, 
O.  H.  Mathew, 
John  G.  Ruan, 
T.  L.  Mitchell, 
J.  A.  Mitchell, 
Thos.  H.  Halsey, 
Thomas  OrmaUt 
Chs.  Pratt, 
Jno.  S.  Hutchinson, 
M.  N.  Scott, 


Jno.  W.  fthikiai, 
H.  R.Ttfylcfr, 
J.  StevensO^i, 
WiBiam  Valleaai, 
John  Partridge, 
B.  Enisotu 
L.  D.  Roberts, 
H.  W.  Brooks, 
Sidney  Curtis, 
Heniy  D.  JotdeHi, 
Jeremiah  D&y, 
W.  H.  Youn|, 
R.  H.  Lodchart 
M.  Sinquefield, 


D.  Atkins 
Nuffent  Cuitimings, 
M,  NiCk^rsoA, 
L.  Wytnatt, 
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The  aocompAhying  bill  wan  tead  second  tkn^  aad  ordered  to  %^ 
^Qffioesed  fiirto^momiw. 

Also  the  Mowing : .  • 

The  Committee  on  Finance  tiStA  ihiblic  Ad^oiMIS)  to  whom  wIm 
Tarred  an  engrossed  resolution  from  tiie  Senate^  tektive  to  the  <Bm- 
ployment  of  Hugh  Archer  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  have  had  th^ 
sul^ect-matter  m  said  resolution  under  consideradon,  and,  after  t^d* 
ference  with  the  present  Comptroller,  have  become  satisfied  that  tii^ 
interests  of  the  State,  as  well  as  justice  to  the  present  Comptroller, 
demand  the  employment  of  Mr.  Archer,  to  bring  up  the  budness  H 
the  office  to  the  time  of  the  resignation  of  the  late  Comptrirfl^.  The 
conmiittee,  therefore,  respectfuDy  recommends  that  the  resrialibns 
pass  the  House. 

LOUIS  ALDRICH,  Chairman  CommUee  <m  FkuiMe. 

And  the  resolution  was  read  atid  ordered  for  a  third  readihg  to-mor- 
row. 

Also,  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  Propitious  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  H.  W.  Andrews,  and  others,  as  securities  cf 
James  Barry,  deceased,  late  Territorial  Tax  CoUector  of  Leon 
Countv,  praying  Aat  H.  W.  Andrews  may  be  appointed  or  authorized 
to  collect  a  balance  of  assessment  left  uncollected  by  said  Barry, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  thereon,  beg  leave  to  submit  th6 
accompanying  biU.    llie  conunittee  have  not  thou^t  proper  to  re- 

Kit  a  bill  containing  general  provisions  on  this  subject,  because  it  is 
lieved  that  few,  if  any,  cases  surrounded  by  similar  cireumstan^es 
exist,  and  it  is  thought  mat  special  legislation  will,  in  all  such  cases, 
be  more  safe  and  appropriate!.      LOUIS  ALDRICH,  Chairman. 
And  the  bill  ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 
The  following  was  read,  vi2 : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  report,  as  correctly  enrolled-^ 
Preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  the  passage  of  a  law  in  relief 
of  certain  citizens  of  this  State  ;  and 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  of  Alachua  county,  to  pay  6ver 
to  the  Treasurer  of  Marion  county,  the  amount  of  the  county  tax  in 
his  hands,  assessed  ard  collected  jmon  lands  lying  in  Marion  county. 

W.  A.  FORWARD,  Chairman. 
The  foUowiiig  was  read : 

Sbkate  Chajcbbs,  Dec.  30, 1647. 
Hot^  Speaker  H(mseBepr€ientatioe$: 

Sn— The  Senate  has  re&sed  to  concur  in  the  Resolutions  of  Ae 
House  adqited  en  yesterday,  relative  to  the  mode  of  electing  officers, 

Respectfully, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y  Senate. 
And  Mr.  Hagner  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by 
the  HeiMCf  to  inioortt  the  Senate  that  this  House  is  rendj  to  resume 
the  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses  suspended  on  yesteiday*  for  the 

28 
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parpose  oftheelectimi  of  Oeik  of  Supreme  Ccmt  and  the  Segisterof 
Public  Lands,  at  such  hour  as  the  Senate  maj  designate. 

Upon  the  .adoption  of  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
llesm.  Allison  and  Hagner.    The  vote  was — 

Teas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allison,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Bhdu 
bum,  Bradwell,  Biyan,  Bumham,  Cdlins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward, 
Gairason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Ho- 
bart.  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Biit<£ell  of  Jackson^ 
Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiglee,  Ross,  Scott,  Shet 
don,  Tknner,  Taylor  and  Waterston— 83. 

Nays— None. 

So  said  motion  was  adopted. 

Messrs.  Hagner,  Waterston  and  Henderson,  were  appcmited  said 
committee. 

Acommittee  from  the  Senate  announced  their  readiness  to  cootiniiB 
the  joint  assembly  yesterday  adjourned :  and  on  motion,  a  committee 
was  instruK^ted  to  inform  the  Senate,  that  the  House  was  now  readPf 
for  the  reception  of  that  body. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  leave  was  granted  him  to  introduce  a  bill 
entitled  ''An  Act  to  authorize  Judges  m  Probate  of  the  several  coun* 
ties  in  this  State,  to  appoint  Guardians  for  free  Negroes,'^  which  was 
read,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  second  time  andordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  toamendan  actentitied  An  Act  to  an- 
thorize  and  empower  the  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  to  audit  and 
allow  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Circuit  Courts  and  Supreme 
Court— approved  by  the  Governor,  Dec  29, 1845," — was  read  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitied  "An  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  regulating 
judieitil  proceedings,"  and  Preamble  and  Resolutions  rehtive  to  a 
speedy  survey  of  me  private  land  claims  in  Florida," — were  returned 
fiom  me  Senate,  having  passed  that  body  Dec  29, 1847,  and  ordeied 
to  be  enrolled. 

The  following  were  read : 

Senatb  Chaxbbb,  Dec  29, 1847. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir — The  Senate  has  postponed  indefinitely,  the  enclosed  House 
bill,  entitied  "An  Act  amendatory  of  the  criminal  laws  now  in  Afce 
in  diis  State.  Respectfolly, 

C-  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'ff.  Senate. 
Senatb  Chajibbs,  Dec  29, 1847. 
Son.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatioes : 

Sib— Messrs.  Burrett,  Fairbanks  and  Avery,  have  been  appdnted 
a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  coi^r  with  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House,  on  House  bill  entitied  ^An  Act 
to  provide  Writs  of  Error  in  criminal  cases. 
Respectfolly, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec^  Senate. 

And  the  following: 
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Seitatb  Chambbs,  Dec.  129, 1847* 
Ecn.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives — 

Snt — ^The  Senate  insist  upon  their  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  to  Senate  Bill,  entitled  ''An  Act  to  authorize  the 
Executors  of  George  Kingsley,  deceased,  to  sell  real  estate :  Messrs. 
Burritt,  Sanderson  and  SmiUi,  have  been  appointed  a  committee  to 
confer  with  a  similar  comnuttee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  on  said 
bilL 

Respectfully, 
C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y  Senate. 

And  Messrs.  Forward,  Crawford  and  Collins  were  appointed  a 
similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

The  Hon.  President  and  Members  of  the  Senate  entered,  and  Mr« 
President  declared  the  joint  assembly  again  convened.  He  proceed* 
ed  to  announce  the  result  of  the  vote  yesterday  taken,  and  declared 
David  P.  Hague  duly  elected  Cleric  of  the  Supreme  Court — ^firom 
which  an  appeal  was  taken,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  concurrence 
in  the  decision,  were  called  by  Messrs.  Forward  and  Blackburn.— 
The  vote  was — 

Teas— Senators— 4.  House — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman, 
Bradwell,  Biyan,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Henderson,  Higginbotham, 
Johnson,  W.  M.  MaxweU,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith 
and  Tanner— 17.    Total— 21. 

Nays— Senators — 10.  House — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amou, 
Blackburn,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Ha^er,  Hancock, 
Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Mon* 
roe,  Quijgles,  Ross,  Shields,  Taylor  and  Waterston— 20.    Total — 80. 

So  said  appeal  was  sustained. 

Mr.  President  announced  the  2d  vote  for  Cleric  of  the  Supreme 
Court  to  be  now  in  order.    It  was  as  follows : 

For  HoouE — Senators,  10.  House,  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Ban- 
nerman, Bradwell,  Biyan,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hender* 
8on,  EBgginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet, 
Qidggles,  Scott,  SheUon,  Smith,  Tanner,  and  Waterston — ^20.  To- 
tal, 30. 

For  Papt — Senators,  fL  House,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Ar- 
nou,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock,  Ho- 
bart, King^  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Mon- 
roe, Ross,  ^elds,  and  Taylor— 17.    Total,  23. 

Wheretq^on,  Mr.  I^sident  declared  David  P.  Hogue  duly  elected 
Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  election  of  Register  of  Public  Lands  was  annoimced  in  or- 
der. Mr.  Biyan  nominated  John  Beard,  Esq.,|and  Mr.  CoDins 
nominated  Edward  Houston. 

The  vote  was — 

Tor  HovsToi? — Senators,  8.  House,  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Ban- 
nerman, Bradwell,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hagner,  Hall,  Henderson, 
Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiggles,  Scott, 
Sheldon,  Smith,  and  Tanner-*17.    Total,  25. 
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for  Bbabd  Bonatow,  8«  Houae,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Ar- 
nou»  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Buinham,  Cck^,  Forward,  CUtrrason,  Han- 
cock, Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E«  Maxw^  Mitchell  of 
Ja(^on,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  ShieUs,  Taylor,  and  Water- 
9ton— ^0.    Total,  28, 

So  Mr.  President  declared  there  was  no  election.  The  2d  vote  was : 

For  Houston — Senators,  8.  House,  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Ban- 
nerman,  Bradwell,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hagner,  Hall,  HendersoOt 
Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Qiuggles,  Scott,  Sheldon, 
Smith,  and  Tanner— 16.    Total,  24. 

For  Beasd— Senators,  8.  House,  Messrs.  AJdrich,  Allison,  Ar- 
nou,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Biyan,  Coc^  Forward,  Garrason,  Han- 
cock, Higffinbotham,  Hobart,  Khig,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of 
Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreei,  Ross,  Shields,  Taylor,  and 
Waterston— 21.    Total,  29. 

Mr.  President  declared  there  was  no  election. 

The  3d  vote  was — 

For  Houston — Senators,  8.  House,  Mr.  Speaker,  Mesors.  Ban- 
nerman,  Bradwell,  Crawfi)id,  Collins,  Hagner,  Hall,  Henderson, 
Johnston,  W.  M*  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quig^es,  Scott,  Shekto, 
Smith,  and  Tanner— 16.    Total,  24. 

For  Bbabd— Senators,  8.  House,  Messrs.  AUrich,  AHiscm,  A^* 
nou,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Han* 
cock,  Higdnbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  EL  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of 
Jackson,  Mitchdl  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Shields,  TaykNr,aBd 
Waterston — ^21.    Total,  29.    No  election  declared. 

A  motion  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  election  was  lost 

On  a  motion  for  its  pos^xmement  until  12  o'clock  Tuesday  next, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Blackbum  and  biyan. 
The  vote  was  * 

Senate— 6. 

In  the  House— Teas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannennan,  Colliitt» 
Csawford,  Hagner,  Hendersoi^  W.  M«  Maxwell,  Morrison  and 
Quigles — ^9. 

Nat»— Senate,  10.  House— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amou, 
BhickbioB,  Bradwell,  Biyan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Gairascm, 
Hall,  Hhocodk,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  JohniBton,  King,  A.^  E.  NUx- 
well,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  MonxoOj  Overstreet,  Ross, 
Scott,  Sheldon,  ^elds.  Smith,  Taylor,  Taoner  and  WalersUA— ^8. 

So  said  modoA  was  lost 

The  4th  vote  was— for  Houstcm,  Senators  8 — ^House  Mr.  Spealnev 
Messrs.  Banneiman*  Bradwell,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hagner,  HaO, 
Henderson,  Johnston*  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Qidglee,  Sooi, 
Sheldon,  Smith  and  Tanner— 16.    Total  24. 

For  Beard,  Senators— 8.  House — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  AUiscHi,  Ar- 
nou,  Bhickbum,  Biyan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,.  Ganssoiiy  Han* 
cock,  Hiffffinbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitckall  of 
Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Boss,  gHueUs^  Taylor  and 
Waterston— 21.    Total  29.    No  election. 
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A  motion  for  tbe  indefiiiite  postponemenl  of  the  election  was  \oeL 

The  5th  vote  was  for  Houstoii--SenatorB,  8— House,  Mr.  Speaker^ 
Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hagner,  Hall, 
Henderson,  Johnston,  W.  Mt  Maxwell*  Morrison,  Qu^a,  Soott, 
g^eldon.  Smith  and  Tanner^IO.    Total  1^. 

For  Beard-^-^Senators  8.  House-— Messrs.  Aldribh,  AUistm,  Ar- 
nou,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Bumkam,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Han- 
cock, Hi^^botkam,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of 
Jackson,  Sutokell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Shields,  Taylor  and 
Water8ton^21.    Total  29.    No  election. 

The  6th  Tote  for  Houston,  SenatorsS — ^House,  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs. 
Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hagner,  Hall,  Henderson, 
Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quigles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith, 
and  Tanner— 16.    Total  24. 

F<^  Beard,  Senators  8.  House,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amou, 
Blackbmm,  Bryan,  Bumnam,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock, 
Higginbothom,  Hobart,  King,  A.  £•  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson, 
Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Shields,  Taylor  and  Water- 
flioib— 21.    Total  29.    No  election. 

On  a  moticm  to  a^um  the  Assembly  until  12  o'clock,  Monday 
next,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Allison  and  Costin. 

The  vote  was — ^Yeas, 

Senators,  7 — ^House,  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannermon,  Bradwell. 
Collins,  Crawfi)rd,  Hagner,  BTall,  Henderson,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Max. 
well,  Morrison,  Quigles,  Scott,  Sheldon  aod  Tanner — 15.    Total  22. 

Nays — Senators  9^^House,  Messrs.  Aidrich,  Allison,  Amou, 
Blackburn,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock, 
Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson, 
Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Shields,  Smith,  Taylor  and 
Waterston— 22.    Total  81. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

The  7th  vote  was  for  HousTON^'^enators,  7.  House— Mr. 
Speaker,  Messrs,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Collins,  Craw&id,  Hagner, 
Uall,  Henderson,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quigles, 
Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  and  Tanner— 16.    Total  23. 

For  Beard— ^Senators,  8.  House,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Ar- 
nou,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Crarrason,  Han- 
pock,  Hi^^botham,  H<^ajt,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of 
JadDson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Shields,  Taylor,  aod 
Walerston— 21.    Total  29* 

No  election  declared. 

The  Bik  vote  far  Housxoii — Senators,  7.  House^  Mr.  Speaker, 
Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Collins,  Crawfiujd,  Hagner,  HaU^ 
Qendersen^  Johnston,  W.  M^  Maxwell,  Morrison^  Qu^es,  Scott, 
Sheldim,  Smith,  and  Tanner^l6.    Total  23. 

For  Bbasd— Senators,  8.  House,  Messrs.  Aldiidi,  AQiseii^  Ar^ 
nou,  Blackburn,  Biyan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  GanascMi,  Han« 
cock,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Afaucwell,  MiftdMll  of 
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Jickaon,  Mitcliell  of  Monroe,  Orentrett,  Roes,  Shields,  Taylor,  and 
Watersott— 21.    Total  29. 

No  election  declared. 

The  9th  vote,  fi>r  Houston — Senators,  7.  Hoose,  Mr.  Speaker, 
Messrs.  Banneiman,  Bradwell,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hagner,  Hall, 
Henderson,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quij^es,  Scott, 
Sheldon,  Smith,  and  Tanner— llSI.    Total  23. 

For  Beard— Senators,  8.  House,  Mburs.  AUbrich,  Allison,  Ar- 
nou,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Grarrason,  Haii» 
cock,  Hi^ffinbothain.  Hobart,  l^ing,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of 
Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Boss,  Shields,  Tajior, 
and  Waterson— 21.    Total  29. 

No  election  declared. 

The  10th  vote,  for  Houston— Senators,  8.  House,  Mr.  Speaker, 
Messrs.  Bannennan,  Bradwell,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hagner,  Hall, 
Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quigles,  Scott,  Smith,  and 
Tanner— 14.    Total  22. 

For  Beard — Senators,  8.  House,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Ar- 
nou,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Grarrason,  Han> 
cock,  Hifiginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of 
Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Boss,  Shields,  Taylor,  and 
Waterson— 21.    Total  29. 

For  blank — ^Mr.  Sheldon — 1. 

No  election  declared. 

A  motion  for  adioumment  until  1st  of  March,  12  o'clock  was  lost 

Also,  a  motion  tor  adjournmenf  until  IVrooday  Morning,  10  o'clock. 

Also,  a  motion  for  aJjoummcnt  until  this  afternoon,  3  o'clock. 

Eleventh  vote — ^For  H  o  ustox — S^nalorst  7,  H  ouse — Mr*  S  pa  aker, 
Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Collins,  Cmwftjrdj  Hagner,  Hall, 
Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison^  Quigles,  Scott,  Smith  and  Tan- 
ner—14.    Total— 22. 

For  Beard — Senators,  8.  House — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Ar- 
nou,  Blackburn,  Biyan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  6arras(m,  Han- 
cock, Hiffginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  MitcheU  of  Jack- 
son, Mitdiell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Shields,  Taylor  and  Wa- 
terston— 21.    Total,  29. 

For  Blank— Mr.  Sheldon,  1. 

No  election  declared. 

Twelfth  vote — ^For  Houston — Senators,  8.  House — ^Mr.  Speak* 
er,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  CoUins,  Crawford,  Hagner,  Hall, 
Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quigles,  Scott,  Smith  andTUi- 
ner— 14.    Total,  22. 

For  BsASD— Senators,  8.  House — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Ar- 
nou,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Oarrason,  Han- 
cock, Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jack- 
son, Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Shields,  Taylor  and  Wa- 
terston--21.    Total— 29. 

For  Bknk— Mr.  Sheldon,  1. 

No  election  deckred. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


183 

On  motioiiy  the  joint  meeting  then  adjourned  until  8  o'clock,  P.  M.  , 
House  adjourned  to  same  hour. 

8  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

House  met  and  the  joint  assembly  convened. 

The  thirteenth  vote  was — ^For  Houston — Senators,  8.  House-^ 
Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Collins,  Crawfi)rd, 
Hagner,  HaU,  Henderson,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison, 
Overstreet,  Qiiigles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith  and  Tanner — 12.  Totals 
—25. 

For  Bbabi>— Senators,  8.  House— Messrs.  Aldrieh,  AlBson,  Ar- 
liou,  Blackburn,  Biyan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Han- 
cock, Higffinbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jaclu 
0Qn,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Boss,  Shields,  Taylor  and  Waterston— 20. 
Total  28. 

So  Mr.  President  declared  there  was  no  election. 

Fourteenth  vote — ^For  Hoitston — Senators  8.  House — ^Mr.  Speak- 
er, Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Collins,  Crawfi>rd,  Hagner,  HaU, 
Henderson,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles, 
Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith  and  Tanner— 17.    Total,  25. 

For  Bbasd— Senators  8.  House — Messrs.  Aldrieh,  AlUson,  Ar- 
liou,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Han- 
cock, Hiffginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  MitcheU  of  Jack- 
son, Mitcnell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  SUelds,  Taylor  and  Waterston — 20. 
Total,  28. 

So  Mr.  President  declared  there  was  no  election. 

The  fifteenth  vote  was— For  Houston— Senators,  8.  House,  Mr. 
Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Collins,  Crawfi)rd,  Hag- 
ner, Hall,  Henderson,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Over- 
atreet,  Quigles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  and  Tanner— 12.    Total,  25. 

For  Beabd— Senators,  8.  House,  Messrs.  Aldrieh,  Allison,  Ar- 
nou«  Blackburn,  Biyan,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Han- 
cock, Hiffdnbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of 
JackiBon,  Mitchell  of  Monroe«  Ross,  Shields,  Taylor,  and  Waterston 
~20.    Total,  28. 

So  there  was  declared  to  be  no  election. 

On  a  motion  for  the  indefinite  adjournment  of  the  meeting,  the 
yeasandnays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Burritt  and  Chain.   The  vote 


Teas,  Senators,  18.  House,  Messrs.  Aldrieh,  Allison,  Amou, 
Bannerman,  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  For- 
ward, Garrason,  Hagner,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King, 
A*  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jacks<ni,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Over- 
street,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  ShieMs,  Smith,  Tanner,  Taylor,  Wa- 
terstim— 28.    Total,  42. 

Nat»— Senate,  3.  House,  Mr.  Sbeaker,  Messrs.  Crawfixrd,  Hallf 
Hancock,  Jonnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  and  Quiggles— 8. 
Total,  11. 

So  said  motion  was  carried,  and  ihe  Joint  Assembfy  acyoumed* 
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The  foQowing  messages  fixmi  the  Goremor  were  read,  tit : 

ExBcvnvE  DEFARTXEirr,  Dec  80, 1S47. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  ttepresenMwee : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  advice  and  cblisent,  thd  fo&dw« 
ing  nominations : 

Perry  G.  Wall,  Judge  of  Probates  for  the  county  of  Benton. 

Charles  S.  Tomlinson,  Benjamin  EUison,  Wm.  G.  Porter,  James 
L.  Barber  and  Wm.  A.  E^ain,  Conmiissioners  of  Piktage  forthe  haf 
bor  and  waters  of  Apalachicola  Bay. 

A.  M.  Hobbv,  Port  Warden  for  the  port  of  St.  Maits. 

Hanson  KeUy,  Sr.,  John  Campbell,  Robert  A.  Mitchell,  WdL  J. 
Keyser,  H.  F.  Ingraham  and  John  Jerrison,  Jr.  Port  Wardenft  for  the 
port  of  Pensocola. 

Aaron  Smith,  Auctioneer  for  the  county  of  Levy. 

Michael  Ursina  and  Francis  Ferreira,  Auctioneers  for  St.  John's 
county. 

R.  H.  Beny,  Auctioneer  for  the  coun^  of  Leon. 

Matthew  Kmght,  Thomas  W.  Jones,  Benj.  Wilson  and  Ch&rles 
De  Waal,  Auctioneers  for  the  counjhr  of  Dimd. 

Geo.  G.  Pattison,  C.  P.  Kn^p,  W.  B.  Davis,  J.  6.  Adchaloflkkii 
D.  Davidson,  Geo.  W.  Barkley,  Alexander  McVoy,  Francis  De  La 
Rua,  B.  F.  Magee,  Bithall  G.  Bell,  James  Cronzales  and  Jos.  Quig- 
gles,  Auctioneers  for  the  county  of  Escambia, 

Emanuel  Forham,  {oi  Milton,)  Auctioneer  for  the  county  of  San- 
ta Rosa.  Veiy  respectfully, 

W,  D.  MOSELET. 
ExEcimvB  Depabthsnt,  Dec«  80, 1847. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  Hcmee  of  Represmtatices : 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  nominatiottSy  tai  which 
your  advice  and  consent  are  respectfolly  solicited : 

Steph^  D.  Fernandez,  Arthur  M.  Reed,  Thomas  Hdmes^  Chaites 
WiUey,  imd  John  Middleton,  Port  Wardens  for  the  Port  of  Jackson- 
ville, IXnral  County.  Veiy  respectMy, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

The  nominations  theteinmade,  wcnre  seterally  advised  and  cdDsent- 
ed  to  by  the  House. 

The  following  was  read,  viz : 

SsKATB  C&ASMBB,  Dec  3(^  1S47# 
Hon.  Speaker  Ho.  Reps. : 

Sir :  The  Senate  has  rejected  the  enclosed  House  ffiD  entitled 
An  Act  to  amend  An  Act' entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  tteMtfin 
laws,  approved  15  March,  1844. 

Respectfolly,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  See.  amoe.     ' 

A  cemmmicaCioa  from  die  Treasurer  in  answer  to  a  Reeeliidon  tf 
the  House  ad<))ted  27di  inst.  was  read,  and  75  copies  ontoUddli k 
printed* 
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The  rule  being  waiTed,  the  Mowing  was  read  and  concurred  iOf 
vii: 

The  Committee  of  Conference,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  upon 
the  disagreement  between  the  two  Houses  of  the  Creneral  Assem- 
bly, as  to  amendments  to  a  bill  of  this  House,  entitled  An  Act  to 
provide  writs  of  error  in  criminal  cases,  beg  leave  to  report :  Thai 
thej  have  conferred  with  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  result  has  been  a  recommendatian  on  the  part  of  the 
Joint  Committee— 

1st  That  the  House  recede  firom  its  refusal  to  concur  in  the  two 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  second  section  of  said 
bill,  and  that  the  House  accede  to  those  amendments. 

2ds  That  the  House  recede  firom  its  refusal  to  concur  in  the 
amendments  in  the  ninth  Ime  of  the  tixth  section  proposed  by  the 
Senate,  and  that  the  House  accede  to  those  amendments. 

dd.  That  the  Senate  recede  fix>m  the  several  other  amendments 
to  said  bill  proposed  by  the  Senate ;  and  that,  when  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  is  hadi  to  the  amendments  above  enumerated,  that  the 
Senate  pass  said  bill    All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  H.  HAGNER< 
JOHN  SCOTT, 
W.  A.  FORWARD. 

And  the  amendments  therein  recommended  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Tanner  introduced  a  bill  entitled  An  Act  relative  to  Judges 
of  Probate,  County  Commissioners  and  Sheriffi^  which  was  r^id, 
and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  second  time  and  made  a  special  or- 
der fer  to-morrow. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  Ju- 
rors and  for  other  purposes,  was  taken  up,  and  Mr.  Quiigles  moved 
fer  its  indefinite  postponement,  on  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  by  Messrs.  Quigles  and  Amou. 

The  vote  was 

Ybas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Akirich,  Amou,  Bryan,  Collins, 
Cook,  Crawferd,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higffin- 
botham.  King,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross,  Scott,  ShdSon, 
South  and  Waterstcm— 21. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Bannerman,  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Hag- 
ner.  Hall,  Hobart,  Johnston,  A.  E.  Marwell,  W.  M.  MaxweU,  Mitch- 
ell of  Jackson,  ShieUs,  Taylor  and  Tanner — 14. 

So  saki  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Maxwell  moved  to  adjourn  sine  diSj  ugoti  which  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Hagner  and  W.  M.  Maxwell, 
were  as  fellows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Amou,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Forward,  Hall,  Jdm- 
ston.  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Ross  and  Waterston — 10. 

Naffs — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Brad- 
well,  Collins,  Uodc,  Crawferd,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hancock,  Hen- 
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isntn^  HigginbothaBi,  H<ibart,  A.  E.  Maxwril,  Ifitchdl  of  Jackson, 
Morrisoiit  Oventreety  Qidgles,  Scott,  SheUon,  Shields,  Tajdor  andl 
Tbimer— 34. 
•  So  said  modoa  was  lost 

On  a  motHm  tor  adjonmmeiit  untU  to-morrow  9^  o'clock,  the  yoa^ 
and  nays  were  called  1^  Messrs.  W.  BL  Maxwell  and  Morrison  and 
were  as  follows : 

Ye€»  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amon,  Bannetmaii, 
Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hancock,  Hininbotham, 
Hobart,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Overstreet,  Scott,  Sheldon  and  ^ylop— 17. 

iVi^tf— Messrs.  Bradwell,  Bryan,  CoUks,  Cook,  Hall,  Henderson, 
Johnston,  King.  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchdl  of  Jackson,  MoirisoB, 
Quigles,  Ross,  Tanner  and  Waterson — 15. 

So  sajd  nioti<m  prevailed  and  the  House  aiigoumed  until  to-moirow 
9^  o'clock. 


Fbidat,  December  81,  1847. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  acgoumment,  and  the  roll  being  called, 
there  was  a  quorum  present 

After  prayer  by  ReT.  F.  H>  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  jour- 
nal of  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  imd  approyed. 

The  following  rep<Mrt  was  received  and  concurred  in,  viz : 
The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petidon  of  sundry 

citizens  of  Gadsden  county,  addng  the  opening  the  <dd  road  firom 

l4uckins'  to  Mrs.  Stewart's  bridge,  on  the  OcklMdu)nee  river,  have 

had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report : 

That,  upon  examination  of  the  law,  th^  find  that  the  power  to 
open  roads,  construct  bridges,  dec.,  is  conferred  upon  the  board  of 
County  Commissioners  of  the  respective  coonties,  and,  consequenUy, 
does  not  properly  rest  with  the  General  Assembly.  The  commktee 
would,  tiierefore,  for  tiie  accomfdishmeat  of  their  oligect,  reoomme«l 
the  petitioners  to  make  application  to  the  board  of  Covmty  Comns^ 
sioners  of  their  county.  A.  K.  ALLISON, 

M.  M.  JOHNSTON, 
L  GARRASON. 

The  following  report  veas  received  and  cooourred  in,  viz : 
The  Committee  of  Conference,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  upon  the 

disagreement  between  the  two  Houses,  as  to  amenknents  of  an 

act  to  provide  vrrits  of  error  in  criminal  cases,  beg  leave  to  add  le 

their  report : 

That,  in  addition  to  the  recommendtttioBs  proposed  on  yesterday, 
Hiey  beg  to  add  as  an  essential  addition  to  said  bill,  this  4A  recom- 
mendation, to  add  to  6th  section — 

After  word  atf  in  7th  line  of  printed  bill,  insert,  ^  in  cases  not 
tapital ;"  and  in  8th  Hne,  after  word  recognizances,  ins^t  words, 
^  with  one  or  more  sureties."    All  vi^ch  is  respectfolly  submitted. 

THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 
JOHN  SCOTT, 
W.  A.  FORWARD. 
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Senate  resoludans  in  relalKni  to  TeniUNry  which  may  be  acquired 
by  the  United  States,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  a  aecond  reading 
to-morrow. 

Senate  resolutiiHis  in  relation  to  draining  the  Everglades,  were 
read,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  sec<md  time,  bjSL  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hagner,  Forward,  and 
Scott 

House  bills  entitled  an  act  to  change  the  name  ot  Sajrah  A*  Hol- 
den,  of  Jackson  coun^,  to  that  of  Sanh  A.  Howell ;  and 

An  Act  to  declare  Pitman's  creek,  in  Walton  county,  a  navjga* 
ble  stream ;  were  returned  from  the  Senate,  having  passed  that  body, 
and  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  organiie  a  school  for  the  education  of 
poor  children,  within  the  coun^  of  Franklin,  was  read ;  and,  the 
rule  being  waived,  read  a  secondf  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  coD^ 
mittee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hobart,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  and 
Smith. 

The  Mowing  message  was  read,  viz : 

Sbnatb  Chambu,  Dec.  30,  1847. 
Hofu  Speaker  Ho»  Reps. : 

Sis  : — ^The  Senate  luui  this  day  adopted  the  following,  viz : 

^^  Be  U  reechoed  hyihe  Senate  and  House  of  RepreeerUaUnes  of  the 
State  of  Florida^  in  General  Assembly  concenedy  That,  in  the  elec- 
tion tms  day,  by  the  General  Assembly,  upon  joint  vote,  fer  a  Regis- 
ter of  the  Public  Lands  of  this  State,  Jolm  Beard  and  Edward  Houston 
having  been  the  only  candidates,  and  the  said  John  Beard  having 
received  twenty-nine  votes,  and  the  »BLid'  Edward  Houston  only 
twenty-four  votes,  the  said  John  Beard  is  duly  elected ;  and  that  the 
result  of  the  said  voting,  and  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  be  ftnmished 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor." 

Venr  respectfully,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secretary  Senaie. 

And  on  motion  to  li^  it  on  the  table,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
called  by  Messrs.  W.  M.  Maxwell  and  Blackburn,  were  as  fellows, 
viz: 

Tbas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Alliscm,  Amou,  Banner- 
man,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Collins,  Cook,  Forward,  Crurrason,  Hagner, 
Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  Johnston,  King, 
Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monxoe,  Morrison,  Overstreet, 
Quigles,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  and  Waterston~29. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Blackburn,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  and  Smith--^* 

So  said  message  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  vma  read,  viz : 

Senate  Cqaxbbs,  Dec.  31,  184^. 
To  His  Rccettency  the  Gaoemor  of  Ihrida: 

Sm-^The  Senate  has  rejected  enclosed  House  bill,  entitled  **An 
Act  to  amend  an  act  to  organize  the  Circuit  Courts  c(  the  State  c^ 
Florida." 

Respectfiilly, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  SecV  Senate. 
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ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 

The  engroeeed  sabetitutedbill  entitled  an  actto  pronde  for  tlie  €•• 
tablishment  of  common  schools,  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the 
question  of  its  passaffo,  the  vote  was — 

TsAS — Messrs.  A&rich,  Allison,  Amou,  Bannennan,  Blackboni, 
Bradwell,  Burnham,  Collhis,  Co^l,  Crawford,  Forward,  Ganason, 
Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Hobait,  Johnston,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M. 
Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Mcmroe,  Monrisoo, 
Roes,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shiekb,  Smith,  Tanner,  Taylor,  and  Wateiston 
—80. 

Nats — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Biyan,  Henderson,  Higginbothaio, 
King,  Overstreet,  and  Quigles — ^7. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  <"  An  Act  relative  to  Judges  of  Probate,  Coim^ 
Commissioners  and  Sheriffs,"  was  taken  up,  and  Mr.  Allison  oflfered 
Uie  Mowing  amendments,  viz :  Strike  out  ^^fifiy,"  in  the  sixth  line, 
and  insert  twenty :"  also,  strike  out  ^one  month,"  in  seyenth  line, 
and  insert  'Hwen^-four  hours," — which  were  adopted,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  Jn- 
ror8,"was  taken  up,  and  on  a  motion  for  its  indefinite  postponement! 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Allison  uid  Quigles,  were 
as  follows,  viz : 

Tbas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Bryan,  Burnham,  CdHns, 
Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higgin* 
botham.  King,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith, 
and  Waterston — 20. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Bannerman,  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Hagner, 
Hall,  Hobart,  Johnston,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell 
of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  ShieUs  and  Tanner — 14. 

So  said  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  rule  was  waived,  and  on  motion  (^Mr.  W^  M.  Maxwell,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  C<Mnptroller  report  to  this  House  the  amount 
pakl  the  past  year  for  State  and  Legislative  Printing — to  whom  paid, 
and  on  what  account 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  concerning  occupying  claimants  to  lands," 
was  taken  up,  and  Mr.  Allison  ofifored  tiie  Mowing  amendment  :— 
Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "state,"  in  the  third  line  down  to  Ae 
word  "which,"  in  the  fourth  line-— {nrinted  copy. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth  sectioi^— 
which  was  lost. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Maxwell  ofifered  the  following  amendment,  viz : 

Mr.  A.  E.  Maxwell  moved  to  add  to  the  1st  section  the  woid»— 
PraoidedyThe  said  occupant  shall  pay  reasonable  rent  for  said  lands, 
for  the  time  during  whion  he  may  have  occupied  Uiem,  to  be  dblsr- 
mined  by  the  jury  hereinafter  provided  to  be  empaimelled. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  vi^icht  the  House  took  a  reoete  until  d| 
o'dockT^M. 
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2i  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met,  and  resumed  the  consideTation  of  the  amendment, 
which  was  lost 

Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  moved  to  indefinitelj'postpone  the  bill,  on 
which  the  yeas  and  najs  being  called  by  Messrs.  Hagner  and  Black- 
bum,  were  as  follows,  viz : 

Tbas — ^Messrs.  Amou,  Bannerman,  Bumham,  Cook,  Haffner,  Hall, 
Hancock,  Hobart,  Eang,  A.  £•  Maxwell,  W.  M.  MaxweU,  Mitohell 
of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Tanner  and  Taylor — 16. 

Nats — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allis<m,  Bradwell,  Bivn- 
ham,  Collins,  Ciuwfoid,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnstcm,  Mor- 
rison, Overstreet,  Quigles,  Scott,  Shekion,  Shields,  Smith  and  Water- 
tton— 18. 

So  said  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Hagner  then  oflfered  the  following  substitute  : 

1.  That  where  any  party  lawfully  in  possession  under  a  defoctiye 
title,  has  made  repairs  and  improTements  on  lands— or  where  the  true 
owner  of  lands  of  which  another  is  in  possession,  stands  by  and 
knowingly  suffers  improvements  to  be  made  on  lands  without  notice 
of  his  ^e,  the  said  improvements  shall  omstitute  as  well  at  law  as 
in  equity,  a  lien  on  the  said  lands-— and  this  whether  the  aid  of  the 
Court  is  sought  by  the  bona  fide  possessor,  or  by  the  true  owner. 

2.  That  such  possessor  may  bring  an  action  for  the  improvements, 
or  may  to  any  demand  of  mesne  profits,  set  ofifthe  value  of  such  im 
provements— -fmd  in  every  such  case  where  the  lawful  possessor  has 
been  in  possession  bona  fide  under  a  defective  titles  without  notice  of 
the  claim  or  tide  of  the  true  owner^  he  shall  not  be  liable  for  rents  or 
profits,  accrued  before  notice. 

Which  was  adopted ;  whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  said  bill 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Senate  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jurors 
and  Witnesses,"  was  read  second  time. 

A  motion  for  its  indefinite  postoonement  was  lost 

Also,  a  motion  that  the  bill  shoukl  be  made  the  special  order  for 
Thursday  next,  was  lost 

Mr.  ^ison  ofifered  the  following  amendment,  viz  : 

1st  section,  insert  the  word  "  county,"  afler  the  word  thoj  in  the 
third  line ;  and  the  words,  ^  of  the  respective  counties,"  after  the 
word  Treasury,  in  said  line. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  which,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  were 
as  follows : 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Bannerman,  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Ebg- 
ner,  Hall,  Hobait,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson, 
Shields  and  Tayloi^l2. 

Nats— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Aniou,  Bryan,  Bumham, 
Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward.  Garrason,  Hancock,  Henderson, 
Hi^^botham,  King,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Boss,  Scott, 
Sh^km  and  Smith— 21. 

So  saki  amendment  was  lost 

Mr.  Hagner  offered  the  following  amendment,  vis : 
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In  section  second,  insert  in  third  line,  after  word  iime^  ^  for  wUch 
certificate  such  clerks  shall  onlj  be  allowed  ten  cents  to  be  paid"  out 
of  the  State  Treasury. 

Which  was  adopted,  and  on  motion  the  vote  thereon  reconsidered 
and  the  amendment  lost 

The  bill  was  ordered  for  a  third  reading,  and  made  a  special  order 
for  to-morrow. 

The  following  message  was  received,  viz : 

ExEcvnvB  Dbpabtmbht,  December  31,  1847. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  of  the  House  ofRepresentatives : 

I  have  Uie  honor  hereby  to  nominate  Wm.  C.  Campbell,  as 
Weigher  of  Cotton  for  the  County  of  Leon  ; 

Benjamin  J.  Hagler,  as  Auctioneer  for  the  County  of  Hillsboro' ; 

Hugh  Archer,  as  Auctioneer  for  the  County  of  Leon ; 

Alexander  Patterson,  Edwin  A.  Falker,  Wm.  H.  WaD,  Wm.  Cur- 
ry, Hiram  Benner,  James  Filer,  W.  H.  Von  Pfister,  P.  J.  Fontane, 
R.  D.  Fontane,  as  Auctioneers  for  the  County  of  Monroe  ; 

Benjamin  Sawyer,  G.  L.  Browne,  P.  J.  Fontane,  and  Frederick 
Filer,  as  Commissioners  of  Pilotage  for  the  County  of  Monroe,  and 
solicit  your  advice  and  consent 

Very  respectfully,  W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

And  the  nominations  therein  made,  were  advised  and  consented  to 
by  the  House. 

The  following  report  was  read,  viz : 
The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  report,  as  correctly  enrolled — 

Resolutions  relative  to  locating  the  school  lands  in  eighths  of  sec- 
tions ; 

An  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  regulating  judicial  proceedings ; 
and 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  relative  to  a  speedy  survey  of  the  pri- 
vate land  claims  in  Florida. 

W.  A.  FORWARD,  Chairman. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Collectors  of  Taxes, 
and  other  officers  holding  public  money,  to  remit  the  same  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  State,"  was  read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of 
its  passage  the  vote  was — 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  AUiaon,  Amon,  Bryan ,  Bumhanit 
Collins,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hanccrck,  Henderscm,  frig- 
ginbotham.  King,  Morrison,  Overstrect,  Ross,  Sheldon,  Shield* — 18, 

Nays — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannertnanf  Bmdwell,  Cook,  Hagnet, 
Hall,  Hobart,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Smith  and  Tay- 
lor—11. 

So  said  bill  passed — ^Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  Act  to  provide  a  salary  for  the  Quarter  Mas- 
ter General,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  third  time,  and  on  the 
question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was — 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bumham, 
Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner,  HaU,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higgin- 
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botham,  Hobartt  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  MorrisoOf 
Overstreet,  Quigles,  Rmb,  Scott,  Shields,  Smith,  and  Taylor...22. 

Nays — Messrs.  Atiiaon,  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  CoUinSf 
Cook,  Crawford,  and  Johnston— 8. 

So  said  bill  passed— title  as  stated. 

The  Hoose  then  adjourned  until  Oj^  o'dodc  to-moirow. 


Satusdat,  January  1, 1848. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being 
called,  there  was  a  quorum  present 

AAer  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rudedge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  jour* 
nal  of  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Morrison  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  to^y, 
and  Mr.  Henderson  until  Thursday  next 

On  motion  to  take  from  the  table,  and  make  a  special  order  for  to-* 
day.  Senate  resolution  relative  to  the  late  vote  for  Register,  the  yeaa 
and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Allison  and  Blackburn,  were  a9 
follows,  viz : 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Amou,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Biyan,  Collins, 
Crawford,  Hagner,  Hall,  Higginbotham,  Morrison,  Overstreet, 
Quigles,  Smith,  Tanner,  and  Waterston — >15. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Akbricfa,  Allison,  Blackburn,  Bum- 
ham,  Garrason,  Haiu^ock,  Hobart,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell 
of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  and 
Taylor— 17. 

So  said  motion  was  lost 

On  motion,  said  resolution  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  |daced 
among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Ring  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote,  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  collectors  of  taxes,  ^id  other 
officers  holding  public  money,  to  remit  the  same  to  the  Treasury  of 
the  State ;  upon  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by 
Messrs.  Mitchell  of  Jackson  and  Blaickbum,  were— 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Black- 
bum,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Collins,  Cook,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Hig- 
ginbotham, Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  MaxweU,  Mitchell 
of  Jackson,  Ross,  Scott,  Shidds,  Smith,  Tanner,  Taylor,  and  Wa- 
terston — ^25. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Bumham,  Crawford,  Crarrason,  Morrison^ 
Overstreet,  Quigles,  and  Sheldon — 8. 

So  said  vote  was  reconsidemL 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bradwell,  for  the  indefinite  postponemeiit  of 
said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  bemg  called  by  Messrs.  Chain  and  Hag- 
aer,  were  as  follows : 

Tbas — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Blackbnm,  Brad- 
well, Bryan,  Cook,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hanoodc,  Hobart,  King,  A.  Er 
Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Ross,  fiHiields^ 
Smith,  Tanner,  Taylor,  and  Watento»-«-21. 
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NAT»-^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allison,  Bumhani,  CoHins,  Craw* 
ford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Higginbotham,  Mitcliell  ^  Monroe,  Mor* 
risen,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Scott,  and  Sheldon— 14. 

So  said  bill  was  im^finltely  postponed. 

Mr.  Hagner  oflfeied  the  following,  yIz  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Printing  of  this  House  daring  its  present  ses- 
sion,  ezeci^  by  Joseph  Clisbj,  Printer  to  this  House,  be  paid  for  on 
the  same  terms  as  are  paid  to  the  Printer  to  the  Senate,  to  wit : 

For  500  copies  of  the  Journals  of  the  House  at  $2  00  per  page, 
counting  one  copy — and  daily  slips  of  the  proceedings,  at  25  cents 
per  page  of  550  words :  That  for  miscellaneous  Printing  of  the  House 
— such  as  bills,  reports,  d^^,  at  i  cent  per  100  words,  counting  75 
copies. 

.  And  on  a  call  for  the  previous  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
called  by  Messrs.  Allison  and  Hagner,  were  as  follows : 

Tbjls — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aniou,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan, 
Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Hagner,  Hall,  Higginbotham,  W.  M.  Max* 
well,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  and 
Tanner— 19. 

Nats— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Forward, 
Garrason,  Hancock,  Hobajrt,  King,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of 
Monroe,  Ross,  Shiekls,  and  Waterston — 14. 

So  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  motion  was  put ;  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  called  thereon  by  Messrs  Hagner  and  Tanner, 
were— 

Tbas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Collins, 
Crawford,  Hagner,  Hall,  Higginbotham,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morri- 
son, Overstreet,  Qidgles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  and  Tanner — 17. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amou,  Blackburn,  Bumham, 
Cook,  Grarrason,  BLaneock,  Hobart,  King,  Mitchell  of  Jackson, 
Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Shiekls,  Taylor,  and  Waterston — 16. 

So  said  moticm  prevailed. 

Mr.  Allison  oflfered  the  following  resolution : 

Resohedj  That  Joseph  Clisby,  Esq.,  be  allowed  the  same  amount 
for  the  printing  therefor,  as  it  was  proposed  to  be  done  for  by  W. 
Bai^ett,  Esq.,  on  the  second  day  of  this  session. 

And  upon  a  call  for  the  previous  question,  as  to  its  reception,  the 
yeas  ana  nays  being  called,  were— 

TsAS — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allison,  Amou,  Garrason,  Hagner, 
Hall,  Hobart,  King,  Overstreet,  Shields,  and  Tanner — 11. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Crawford,  For- 
ward, Haneock,  Higginbotham,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitcheli  of  Jadtsoo, 
Morrison,  Quigles,  and  Ross — 12. 

So  the  House  refused  to  entertain  the  question,  and  the  resohitioB 
waspostooned. 

Mr.  Autchell  of  Jackson  oflbred  the  following,  vis : 

Beidhedf  That  the  calling  of  the  previous  question  shall  not  pie- 
vent  fiee  discussion  on  any  motion  before  the  House. 
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Upon  the  adoption  of  i^hich,  the  jeas  and  nays  being  caUed  by 
Messrs.  Mitchell  of  Jackson  and  Cook,  were-— 

Ybas — Messrs.  Blackburn,  Cook,  Forward,  Hancock,  Hobart^ 
Mitchell  of  Jackson,  and  Ross— 7. 

Nats — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allison,  Amou,  Bannennan,  Brad- 
well,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Crawford,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall, 
Higginbotham,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Orer* 
street,  Quigles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shlekis,  Smith,  Tanner,  and  Taylor 
—24. 

So  said  resolution  was  lost 

The  following  report  was  made,  Tias : 

The  committee  on  enrolled  bills  repoit  as  correctly  enrolled-^ 

An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  Sarah  A.  Holden,  of  Jackson  coun- 
ty, to  that  of  Sarah  A.  Howell ;  and 

An  Act  to  declare  Pitman's  Creek  in  Walton  county  a  navigable 
stream.  W.  A.  FORWARD,  Ghakman. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  vi2 : 
The  committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of 

the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  establishment  of  a  sepa- 
rate Court  of  Chancery,  beg  leave  to  repoit : 

That  your  committee  are  not  insensible  to  the  disadvantages  and 
delays  incident  to  the  present  organization  of  the  Circuit  Courts, 
vested  with  common  law  and  also  original  equity  jurisdiction ;  but 
your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  they  are  rather  to  be  attributed 
to  the  adoption  of  the  present  alternating  system,  whereby  no  Judge 
is  permitted  to  remain  in  his  own  Circuit  long  enough  to  attend  to 
Chancery  business,  and  also  to  the  non-existence  of  a  separate  Sn- 
preme  Court.  Your  committee  are  confident  that  when  a  separate 
Supreme  Court  shall  be  organized  as  under  the  3d  sec  of  5th  Ait.  of 
the  Constitution,  may  be  done  after  the  expiration  of  five  years  firom 
the  election  of  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  those  Judges  confi- 
ned to  their  more  appropriate  nisi-prius  and  equity  jurisdiction,  will 
have  abundant  time  to  attend  to  both.  And  yet  more  immediately 
and  almost  instantly,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  abroga- 
tioa  of  the  alternating  system  would  effect  a  like  result  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  If  stm,  it  should  be  found  that  the  Circuit  Courts 
would  be  overwhelmed  with  business,  the  readiest  remedy  would 
seem  to  be  to  diminish  the  extent  of  the  Judicial  Circuits  by  aug- 
menting their  number ;  yet  it  would  be  the  part  of  prudence  ami 
economy  to  try  the  other  suggestions  first. 

Tet  again,  the  suggestion  of  his  £lxcellency  the  Governor  is  made 
to  the  Legislature  at  a  time  when  the  Treasury  is  deficient  by  $15,- 
886  18,  on  the  28th  November,  1847,  as  declared  by  the  Treasurer, 
and  to  this  deficit  must  also  be  added,  already  existing  and  unaudited 
demands  against  the  State  to  a  lange  amount — the  costs  in  arrear  of 
deiks  and  sherifis,  the  expense  ofThompson's  Digest,  and  various 
other  items,  which  will  be  found,  together  with  that  deficit,  to  amount 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  in 
the  whole,  to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.    At  such  a  time  especial. 
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Ijr,  the  incvniag  of  ^itnMrffinaiy  expente  for  Am  etfablUkiaMt  of 
feparate  Chancery  Courts— of  wlu ch  diere  wouU  at  tlie  leaat  have 
to  be  tliTee--coakl  hanflr  be  jusdfKed.  Your  oomiailtee  do  not  ap. 
prove  the  suggestion  of  liis  ExceUencj,  ^that  a  tax  of  ftre  ddkn 
upon  eveiy  «ait  with  a  small  additbiial  per  oentajn  mi  the  amoanf 
foally  reco¥«ned  to  be  aseertainad  m  some  dmoo  readity  deviiid, 
vmM  neai1y»  periit^  entirehr,  paj  ihe  expenses  of  the  Court,  and 
give  general  satis&ction."  Your  cmnmittee  thudL  the  lesuk  andc^ 
pated  would  not  be  effected  thereby,  while  the  imposition  of  this  tax 
on  Chancery  suits,  would  seem  to  infirince  ^Mtfr  provision  in  the  dec* 
laration  of  rights  of  this  State :  "^That  idl  Courts  shall  be  opes,  and 
every  person  for  an  injury  done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  person  or 
jspntotion,  shall  have  remedy  bydue  course  of  law ;  and  right  and 
justice  administered  without  sale,  denial  or  delay."  The  paity  litl* 
gant  would  in  fiict  compound  for  delay,  by  purchase  of  jnstlce.  Your 
committee  recommend  that  separate  Chancery  Courts  be  not  eotab> 
lished  at  this  time,  but  that  the  Legislature  take  sudi  other  measures 
06  shall  lessen  die  delays  incident  to  die  present  system,  and  ask  ti^ 
be  dischaiged  from  the  fedier  consideration  of  the  sdbjeoL  All 
whidi  is  respectMy  submitted.      THOMAS  H.  HAONER, 

Chairmtm  (f  the  dmmiiiee  on  lAo  Jmdieiarjf. 
Also,  the  following,  viz : 
The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  when  wns  roforred  the  otttter  of  eon-^ 
pensadon  to  be  aUowed  to  Ledie  A.  Thompson,  Esq.,  for  prepar 
mga  Digest  of  the  Laws  of  Florida,  have  instructed  me  to  report : 
That  the  great  labor  and  care  bestowed  upon  the  wofk  by  Mr. 
Tliompson,  and  die  highly  satisfoctory  manner  in  which  he  dischaiged 
the  duty  to  which  he  was  appointed,  as  appears  from  the  repeat  of 
the  examining  committee  to  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  ottdde 
him  to  libertd  compensation.    The  connmttee  renpectfoUv  snbniit 
the  amount  named  in  the  aocompanying  Inll  to  the  &vorabte  consid- 
eration  of  the  House. 

A.  E.  MAXWELL,  Chatrmam. 
And  the  accompanying  bill  read ;  and,  the  rule  being  waived,  read 
a  second  time,  and  die  further  conjsideration  pos^xmM  untfl  to-moT' 
row. 
The  following  report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  viz : 
The  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses,  to  whom  was  referred 
^so  much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as  relates  to  die  Northern  Boun- 
darv  of  the  State,"  ask  leave,  as  to  the  boundary  between  Alabama 
and  Florida,  to  Report — 

That  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  negotiate  this  ooesdon,  have 
agreed  upon  the  line,  commonly  known  as  the  ^Mound  Line,'*  as  the 
true  and  original  boundary  between  these  States.  The  report  of  James 
T.  Archer,  Esq.,  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  State  <jiC  Florida, 
will  show  the  steps  by  which  they  arrived  at  this  result.  The  Com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  said  line  should  be  declared  to  be  the 
boundaiy,  and  they  accordingly  submit  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  and  re* 
eommeiul  its  passage. 
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Hie  CtiniTttee  fmOnet  leeomaeBd  diat  a  suitable  nuaohei'  'ty 
2&0  copies  for  eacb— of  tlie  Report  of  the  ComraissioBers  ef  tfaiB  State, 
togetli^  with  the  same  nunibec  of  cc^pies  ef  the  agreement  entered 
into  between  him  and  the  Commissioner  fw  the  StiEite  of  Alabama, 
be  printed  for  general  distributioik 

Req>ectfiilly  submitted.        

A.  E.  MAXWELL,  Chairman. 
THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 

B.  J.  J.  MITCHELL, 
JAMES  L.  KING, 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN, 

House  Committee. 
J.  P.  SANDERSON,  Chairman  rf 
Senate  Com.  on  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth. 
And  the  accompanying  bill  read ;  and,  the  rule  being  waived,  read 
a  second  time,  and  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read,  viz : 

Seivatb  Chaicbsb,  Dec.  81,  1847. 
Hon.  Speaker  House  of  Sepresentatives : 

Sni'-The  Senate  has  passed  House  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  to  a^ 
mend  An  Act  to  provide  ror  the  sale  of  the  lands  granted  to  the 
State  for  the  purpose  of  Internal  Improvements,"  with  amendments, 
by  which  the  following  sections  are  added  to  said  bill,  viz  : 

Sec.  S.  Be  Ufwrther  enacted^  That  all  conveyances  of  land  made 

by  the  Register  of  PubHc  Lands,  shall  be  attested  by  the  Secretary 

•  of  State,  under  the  seal  of  the  State,  and  that  conveyances  so  attest- 

ed,  shall  be  permitted  to  be  recorded  in  the  same  manner  as  other 

deeds  are  recorded. 

Sec  4.  Be  U  furiher  enacted^  That  when  the  lands  shall  have 
been  ofiered  for  sale,  as  is  contemplated  under  Ihis  act,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  Register  of  Public  Lands,  to  permit  private  en. 
tries  of  said  lands  to  be  imule  by  any  person  or  persons  who  may  be 
citizens  of  this  State,  or  who  shall  swear  or  affirm  that  it  is  honafde 
his  or  her  intention  to  remove  to  the  State,  and  become  an  actual  oc- 
cupant of  said  lands* 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  furiher  enacted^  That  it  shall  not  be  lawfol  for  any 
one  person  to  miuke  entry  of  more  than  eighty  acrrs  of  said  lands  un* 
der  this  act— that  when  application  shall  be  made  to  make  entry  of 
any  such  lands,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Register,  to  cause  to 
be  administered  to  any  such  applicant,  the  following  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, to  wit :  "I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  and  truly  swear,  (or  affirm)  that 
the  land  about  to  be  entered  by  me,  is  for  my  own  use  and  occupation 
— aad  said  land  is  not  entered  with  the  view  of  speculation,  but  the 
same  is  intended  for  the  purposes  of  cukivaticm— «nd  I  have  never 
made  any  agreement,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  any  person  or  per- 
sons, for  the  sale  or  transfer  of  the  same ;  and  I  do  hriher  swear  (or 
affirm)  that  I  have  never  entered  any  other  land  or  lands  belonging 
4o  the  State  of  flmda ;''  SAd  the  said  Reg^r  shall  then  give  to  iha 
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iaid  applicant^  a  certificate  under  the  same  rales  and  regi]IatiQii9  as 
IB  provided  for  in  other  cases,  of  the  sale  of  said  lands. 

Sec  6.  Be  U  further  enacted^  Thai  the  price  of  said  lands  shall 
be  as  foUows,  to  wit :  Vot first  ^tfoZtty  land,  me  sum  of  one  dollar  per 
acre ;  for  second  quality^  seventj-five  cents  per  acre  ;  and  for  ikkd 
quality  f  fifty  cents  per  acre. 

Sec.  7.  jBe  if /tir^^emiceeci,  That  any  person  swearing  (or  aflBim. 
ing)  fidsely,  under  this  act,  shall  be  subjected  to  all  the  pains  and  pen- 
alties of  perjury. 

In  which  the  Senate  asks  the  concuirence  of  the  House. 
RespectfaUy, 
C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secretary  of  Senate. 

Upon  which  amendments,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

After  some  consideration,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendments,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

On  motion,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Forward,  Hagner,  Aldrich,  Tanner,  and  ScotL 

The  following  was  read : 

Senate  Chambeb,  Dec  31, 1847. 
The  Hon,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

Sir : — ^The  Senate  has  passed  House  bill  entitled  **  An  Act  ma- 
king appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  printing  and  binding  of 
Thompson's  Digest  and  finally  disposing  Uiereof^"  with  an  ani^nd- 
ment  which  adds  the  following  as  the  thipd  section  of  said  bill,  viz : 

Section  8.  Be  it  further  erutctedy  That  the  said  Secretary  of  State 
shall  fiimish  the  Clerks  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  respective  Coun- 
ties of  this  State,  each  with  a  copy  of  said  Digest,  which  shall  be 
by  them  kept  for  the  use  of  the  said  Circuit  Court,  and  shall  be  de- 
livered to  their  successors  in  ofiice,  and  upon  fidlure  so  to  deliver  the 
9ame  to  their  successors  in  office,  such  Clerk  so  fidlinj^  shall  be  fined 
by  the  Judge  of  such  Circuit  Court,  twice  the  value  of  such  Digest '^ 

In  which  the  Senate  asks  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
Respectfull, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secretary  Senate. 

And  the  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendments  proposed. 

The  following  message  from  the  Governor  was  read,  aiid  refeired 
to  the  Conunittee  on  Ckims  and  Public  Accounts,  viz : 

EzBcunvB  Dbpastmbnt,  Jan.  1, 1848. 
Crendemen  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 
Tour  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  Revenue  Law  of  1845, 
with  the  view  of  making  such  amendments  as  may  be  necessary, 
more  effectually  to  secure  the  collection  of  the  public  revenue. 

The  existing  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Tax-CoUectcNr  to  o60et$ 
and  pay  into  the  Treasury,  all  such  taxes  as  may  be  assessed  by  die 
finntti  Monday  in  November,  while  the  same  law  forUds  the  levying 
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fixr  taxes  ttll  tbe  first  of  October,  and  then,  in  case  of  land,  requiring 
a  notice  of  three  months  for  residents,  and  six  months  for  non-resi- 
dents, before  a  sale  can  be  had.  From  all  of  which  it  is  quite  ob- 
Tious  that  coUections  cannot  be  made  by  the  time  required  by  law. 

The  same  law  furthermore  provides,  in  relation  to  the  County 
Commissioners,  that  they  shall  meet  in  September  to  certify  insole 
wncieSf  while  the  provision  that  the  payment  shall  not  be  enforced 
till  the  first  of  October,  puts  it  out  of  the  power  of  tha  Commission- 
ers to  ascertain  insolvencies  till  after  that  time. 

It  is  suggested  that  these  defects  maybe  remedied  without  inconve- 
nience to  the  public,  by  authorizing  the  collectors  to  levy  as  early  as 
the  first  of  June,  and  permitting  a  sale  of  lands,  after  notices  of 
thirty  and  sixty  days. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

The  following  was  read : 

Senate  CHAMSBr,  Jan.  T,  1848. 
Hon.  Speaker  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir — ^The  Senate  has  passed  House  bill  entitled  **An  Act  to  make 
valid  the  proceedings  of  sundry  persons  commissioned  as  Justices  of 
the  Peace  of  this  State,"  with  ihe  following  amendments,  viz: 

Strike  out  the  preamble  and  the  word  ^Hherefbre,"  in  the  first  line 
of  the  enacting  clause. 

Strike  out  the  word  "such,"  in  the  tenth  line,  andinsert  the  word 
any. 

At  the  close  of  the  second  section,  add  the  fbllowtng,  viz :  ''by  rea- 
son of  any  real  or  supposed  irregularity  or  illegality  in  their  said  elec- 
tions." 

Add  the  following  section  to  said  bill,  viz : 

**Sec.  4.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  in  such  of  the  counties  or  Jus- 
tices' Districts  of  this  State,  in  which  an  election  for  Justices  of  the 
Peace  was  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  October  last,  and 
not  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  preceding,  the  persons  duly  elected 
as  Justices  of  the  Peace  on  the  said  first  Monday  in  October,  shall 
hold  their  ofiices  until  the  first  Monday  in  May  1849,  and  until  their 
successors  shall  be  qualified." 

In  which  the  Senate  asks  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y  Senate. 

And  the  amendments  concurred  in  by  the  House,  with  the  follow- 
ing amendment  thereto,  offered  by  Mr.  Hagner  : 

In  6th  line  of  4th  section,  added  by  Senate  in  lieu  of  words  **duly 
elected,"  insert ''  who  received  the  highest  number  of  votes." 

House  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  reUef  of  R.  E.  Little ; 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  Stone ;  and 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Craven  G.  Fife ;  also, 

Preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  the  Indians  in  South  Florida, 
and  providing  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  section  of  this 
State;  and 

Memorial  and  resolutions  asking  Congress  to  appropriate  160 
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ad^of  kndyfor  the  buiUing  of  a  Court  Hooae  in  HiUaboio'  coon^f 
were  returned  from  the  Senate,  having  passed  that  bodj,  Jamaiy 
1st,  1848,  and  <Mrdered  to  be  enroUed. 
The  following  was  read,  vix : 

Sbnatb  Craxbbs,  Jan.  1,  1849L 
Hon.  Speaker  House  of  RepreserUaHves : 

Sir — ^The  Senate  has  rejected  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  Hoose, 
to  Senate  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  to  provide  for  the  estabHriimeiit  ef 
Common  Schools,"  and  insists  upon  the  original  biU. 

Messrs.  Avery,  Fairbanks,  Sanderson  and  Burritt,  have  been  ap* 
pointed  a  Committee  to  confer  with  a  similar  Committee  on  the  paif 
of  the  House,  relative  to  said  bill. 

Respectfulbr, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  .Sec'y  Senate. 
And  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  following  was  read : 

Senate  Chaxbee,  Jan.  1,  1848. 
7b  the  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresentaUoes : 

Snt — ^The  Senate  lias  concurred  in'^the  report  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  Conference,  on  House  bill  entitled  '^An  Act  to  previda 
Writs  of  Error  in  criminal  cases,  and  has  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments proposed  to  the  House  by  House  Committee,  and  acc^ted. 
Respectfiillv, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secretary  Senate. 
And  said  bill  so  amended,  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Senate  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Jnzon 
and  State  Witnesses,"  was  read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  ef  its 
passage  the  vote  was— 

Teas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bradwell,  Biyanp 
Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock,  Hiffign* 
botham,  King,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith  and  Wa- 
terston — Id. 

NATs---^Messrs.  Bannerman,  Hagner,  Hall,  W.  M.  Maxwell, 
Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Shields  and  Tanner — 8. 

So  said  biU  passe<]U-Title  as  stated. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Conference,  to  consist 
of  Messrs.  Forward,  Hagner,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  and  A.  £.  Max* 
well,  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Committee  of  Conference  <m 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  biU  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of 
common  schools. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  the  oflke 
ci  Register  of  Public  Lands  for  the  State  of  Florida,"  was  readthupd 
time,  and  there  being  a  call  for  the  previous  question,  said  call  was 
not  sustained.    So  the  bUl  was  postponed  until  to-monrow. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived  and  said  bill  was  again  taken  qv 
and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was— 


Digitized  by 


Google 


199 

Yba»— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs*  Aldrich,  Arncu,  Bradwell,  Brjanr 
Collinsy  Cook,  Crawford,  Hall,  King,  Overstreet,  Scott,  SheUbiH 
goMk  and  Taimer^l5. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Bannermaiii  Blackbom,  Forward,  Gar- 
nunn,  Hagaer,  Hancock,  Hobart,  W.  M*  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jack-^ 
nn,  31delds  awl  Taylor— 12, 

So  said  bill  passed— Title  as  stated. 

Hie  House  took  a  recess  until  half  past  two  o'clock,  P.  M* 

HALF  PAST  TWO  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
TowBaUp  1,  R.  1,  S.  dc  £.,  in  the  county  of  Leon,  was  read  third 
Uum,  and  on  the  ^piestion  of  its  passage  the  vote  was 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Collins^ 
Csawferd,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Max- 
well, Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Ross,  Smith  and  Taylor — 16. 

Nays — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Cook,  Garrason,  Hancock, 
Hi^ginbotham,  Quigles,  Scott,  Sheldon  and  Tanner — 10. 

So  said  bill  pass^^ — title  as  stated. 

A  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  oimn^ 
iae  the  Circuit  Courts  o(  the  State  of  Florida,  and  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  to  which  it  had  been  referred,  were  read  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  9th  clause  of  the  6th  Article 
c£  the  Constitution,  as  to  mre  to  the  qualified  voters  in  each  county 
is  this  State  the  right  of  electing  the  Judges  of  Probate, 

An  Act  to  allow  R.  H.  Hall,  a  minor,  to  assume  his  estate,  and 

An  Act  to  declare  and  make  the  citizenship  of  the  keeper  or 
keepers  of  the  lire  oak  plantation  opposite  the  city  of  Pensacola  in 
the  cotnty  of  Escambia,  in  place  of  the  county  of  Santa  Rosa : 

Were  read  2d  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fbi  to-morrow. 

Senate  BiU  entitled  An  Act  to  establish  the  salary  of  the  Quarter- 
master General,  was  read  2d  time,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

Senate  Bill  entitled  An  Act  to  enforce  the  payment  of  taxes  asses- 
sed against  all  institutions  claiming  corporate  privileges  in  this  State, 
was  read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was 

Tbas — Messrs.  Amou,  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Butnham, 
C!oll&is,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Gurrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hui- 
cock,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of 
Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross,  Scott,  Shel* 
don.  Shields,  Smith,  Tanner,  Taylor  and  Waterston — ^28. 

Nays — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  and  Higginbotham — 3. 

So  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  entitled  "  An  Act  to  encourage  and  fiu^ilitate  Internal 
Impnyvements,  and  to  authorize  Partnership  fi>r  thait  purpose,''  wacF 
read  thndtime-^ 

And  on  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee^  of  the 
Wholes  for  the  considenttion  <^  a  special  amendment  thereto. 
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After  some  deliberation^  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their  chair- 
n^an,  Mr.  Hagner,  reported  the  bill,  with  amendment. 

The  rule  being  waived,  the  bill  was  read  a  second  and  third  times. 

And  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was — 

YEA»-^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Blackbum»  Brad* 
weU,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall, 
Hancock,  Higginbotham,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  at  Jad^- 
son,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Scott,  Sheklon,  Shiehls, 
Smith,  Taylor,  and  Waterston — ^29. 

Nays — Mr.  Tanner — 1. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  in 
relation  to  the  term  of  services  of  the  Judges  of  the  Suprane 
and  Circuit  Courts,  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  define  the  term  for  which  Coun^  Com- 
missioners shall  hold  their  office,  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the 
question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Blackburn,  Brad* 
well,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason, 
Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  W.  M.  Max- 
weU,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  ^ 
Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Smith,  Tanner,  Taylor,  and  Water- 
ston— 31. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  9^  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Monday,  Jan.  3,  1848. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being  called, 
there  was  a  quomm  present 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  Joomid 
of  Saturday  last  was  read,  amended  and  approved. 

Mr.  Aldrich  ofi^red  ^^  Resolutions  relative  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  those  who  have  died  in  defence  of  their  country  in  Mexico," 
— ^which  were  read,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  second  and  third 
times,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Smith  offered  "Preamble  and  Resolution  asking  Congress  to 
provide  lands  for  the  inhabitants  of  certain  townships,  for  the  support 
of  public  schools,"  which  were  read,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read 
second  and  third  times,  and  passed. 

The  following  Report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  viz : 

The  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  an 
act  to  oi^nize  a  school  for  the  education  of  poor  children  within  the 
county  of  Franklin,  beg  leave  to  report  back  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, and  recommend  its  passage.  PETER  HOBART, 

B.  J.  J.  MITCHELL, 
GEORGE  H.  SMITH. 
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And  the  acciunpaiiyiiig  bill  entitled  <*An  Act  to  oif[aiiixe  a  Sdiod 
for  the  education  of  poor  children  within  the  county  of  Franklin,"  uras 
read  third  time,  the  rule  having  been  waived,  and  on  the  questimi  of 
its  passage,  the  vote  wa»— 

Ybas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bumham,  Collins, 
Cook,  Crawford,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hisginbodiani,  Hobait,  King,  W. 
M.  Maxwell,  Mitchey  of  Jackson,  Mitdiell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Over* 
street,  Quigles,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Smith,  Tajk>r  and  Waterston*-^24. 

Nats — Mr.  Tianner — 1. 

So  said  biU  passed.  ^ 

On  motion  the  title  was  amended,  by  striking  out  the  word  *^Tg^ 
nize,"  and  inserting  the  words  *^aid  in  suj^rt  o£" 

Tlie  following  was  read : 

Senate  Chamber,  January  1,  1846. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  :  The  Senate  has  accepted  House  amendments  to  Senate  bill 
entitled  an  act  in  relation  to  roads  in  Columbia  county. 

Respectfully,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y  Senate. 

Also  the  following : 

ExEoirnvB  Department,  Januaiy  1, 1848. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  approved  the  following  acts  and  resdutions,  to  wit : 

An  Act  to  exempt  the  citizens  of  Levy  county,  fixim  serving  as  ju* 
lymen  beyond  the  limits  of  said  county ; 

An  Act  to  authorize  tibe  Treasurer  of  Alachua  county  to  pay  over 
to  the  Treasurer  of  Marion  county,  the  amount  of  the  county  tax  in 
his  hands,  assessed  and  coUected  upon  lands  lymg  in  Marion  counhr ; 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  A.  B.  Claik,  assignee  of  Thomas  M. 
White; 

An  Act  to  anthorize  certain  persons  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the 
Apalachicola  river,  at  Chattahoochie ; 

An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  William  J.  MCaughan,  to  that  of 
Wm.  J.  McGriff; 

An  Act  in  relation  to  roads  and  highways  in  the  counties  of  Wash- 
ington, Benton,  and  Hamilton ; 

An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  Sarah  A.  Alston ; 

An  Act  to  define  the  western  boundary  o£  Jackson  county,  and  to 
repeal  an  act  therein  named; 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  county  commissioners ; 

An  Act  to  focilitate  the  draining  of  the  *<  Twelve  Mile  Swamp," 
in  the  county  of  St.  Johns ; 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  pilotage  of  the  bar  of  the  river  St  Johns  ; 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  election 
of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
ai^roved  January  6th,  1847 ; 

An  Act  to  more  folly  define  the  rates  of  and  duty  of  pilots  for  the 
port  of  Cedar  Keys ; 

Resolution  expressive  of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Randall,  Brockenbrougfa, 
and  Baker,  examiners  of  Thompson's  Digest ; 

26 
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P)t6&inble  and  resolutioiii  m  relalioii  to  ceiiaia  sectioiiB  (rf*  land, 
mated  b  j  the  United  States  to  Fk>rida»  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  her 
Seat  of  GoTenunent ; 

Preamble  and  resolutions  in  relation  to  pre-omption  rights  in  this 
State; 

ResohitioBsin  relation  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso ; 

Preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  the  expenses  of  Florida  YoL* 
unteersy  previous  to  being  mustered  into  the  United  States  servioe ; 

Preamble  and  resolutions  rehitiveto  the  passage  of  a  law  in  relief 
of  certain  citizens  of  this  State. 

Yerj  respectfidly,  W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

The  following  messages  from  the  Governor  were  read,  viz : 

ExBdUTivE  Dbpartmvivt,  January  1, 1848. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  respectfully  nominate  the  following  named  gentlemen  for  the 
dflices  designated,  and  ask  your  advice  and  consent :  L.  W.  Spratt, 
as  Judge  of  Probate,  and  P.  W.  CuDen  and  Nathan  Baker,  as. 
auctioneers,  for  the  county  of  Franklin. 

Yery  respectfully,  W.  D.  MOSELET. 

ExBounvs  Dbfabtmbnt,  January  1, 184B. 
GtndeiMn  of  the  Senate^  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

\  have  the  honor  to  solicit  your  advice  and  consent  to  the  fofiowing 
nominations  :  Wm.  H.  Andrews,  John  Wooten,  and  L.  B.  Harber, 
88  auctioneers  for  the  county  of  Jefforson. 

Mr.  Wm.  C.  Campbell  having  this  morning  declined  his  nomina- 
tion, which  I  made  cm  yesterday,  as  Cotton  Weigher  for  the  oounty 
of  Leon,  I  hereby  respeotfiiUy  nominate  Charies  A.  Nash  for  that 
office,  and  ask  your  advice  and  consent  to  said  nomination. 

Very  respectfiilly,  W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

And  the  nominations  therein  made,  were  advised  and  consented  lo 
by  the  House. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  entitled  *^An  Act  to  organize  the  Florida  Cavaliers,"  was 
read  second  time,  and  on  motion  of  IMbr.  Taylor,  laid  on  the  table* 

Senate  bUl  entitled  ''An  Act  to  amend  the  12th  clause  of  the  fifth 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  so  that  the  Judges  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts  shall  hold  their  offices  for  a  term  of  eight  years,  instead  of 
during  good  behaviour,"  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  secoiid  readuig 
to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  entitled  ''Aa  Act  to  provide  finr  the  time  of  hokling  elec- 
tions, and  for  holding  regular  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly,"  was 
read,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  second  time  and  ordered  for  a 
third  reading. 

Senate  ''Resolutions  relative  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso,"  w«re  read 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Bradwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  and  Quigles, 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  wait  on  the  Senate  for  infennart» 
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rebtive  to  the  patMge  of  two  sots  of  fMobtioiif  on  the  tame  ml^ect 

The  bilf  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  M.  J.  Bowden,  was 
read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  die  vote  was 

Ybjls — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aiikni>  Biyan,  C<^linst  Crawford, 
Hall,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Tannex^-Q. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Aidrkh,  Biadwell,  Bumham,  Cook,  Forward, 
Garrason,  Hagner,  Higginbothain,  Hobart,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwdl^ 
Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quig* 
les.  Shields,  Taylor  and  Waterston — 19. 

So  said  bill  was  lost. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  prevent  any  tax  coUectcnr  or  other  offi- 
cer from  making  a  levy  and  sale  of  property  in  the  cases  herein  pro* 
vided  for,  was  road  third  tine  and  oa  the  question  of  its  passage  the 
vote  was 

Ybas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Bradwell,  Cook,  Crawford, 
Garrason,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Smith,  and  Taylor — 11. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Hagner,  Hall, 
Higginbotham,  Hobait,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson, 
Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Tanner  and  Wa* 
terston — 17. 

So  said  bill  was  lost,  and  on  motion,  ordered  that  the  following 
report  be  ^read  on  the  journal : 
The  committee  on  PrM>o8itions  and  Grievances  to  whom  was  refer- 

red  a  biU  to  be  entiUed  An  act  to  prevent  any  tax  collector  or  other 

officer  from  levy  and  sale  of  lands  and  personal  property  in  the 

cases  herein  provided  for,  have  considered  the  same  and  respect- 

folly  report : 

That  they  cannot  see  the  necessity  for  legislation  on  the  subject 
presented  by  the  bill.  Tlie  bill  provides  that  where  property  may 
-  be  in  dispute  and  the  taxes  thereon  shall  have  been  paid  by  one  of 
the  claimants,  the  same  property  shall  not  be  liable  to  sale  for  the 
taxes  of  any  other  claimant  thereto.  The  sheriff  cannot  non^  sell 
any  other  than  the  interest  of  the  true  owner,  and  your  committee 
cannot  perceive  how  the  operation  of  the  present  law  can  in  any 
case  be  oppressive.  It  is,  therefore,  recommended  that  the  bill  do 
not  pass  the  House.  LOUIS  ALDRICH,  Chairman. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  or- 
ganize Courts  of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida,  approved  July  25th 
1845,  was  read  second  time,  and  on  a  motion  to  lav  it  on  the  table 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  F<Nrward  and  Hagner. 

The  vote  was 

YsAfr— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Collins,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hag- 
ner, Hall,  Higginbotham,  King,  A.  £•  Maxwell,  Scott,  Shields,  Tan- 
ner,  Taylor  and  Waterston — 15. 

Nats — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Biy- 
an,  Bumham,  Crawfoid,  Hobart,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jack- 
son,  MitcheU  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Sheldon, 
and  Smith— 16. 
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So  said  motkm  was  lost,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrosBed  fivr 
to-morrow. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  audiorize  Thomas  L.  Baines  to  convey 
a  town  lot  in  the  town  of  QuiB<7,  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  second  time,  and  ordei^  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

The  biU  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  the  time  of  holding  the  Circuit 
Courts  in  tl^  Middle  Circuit,  was  read  second  time,  and  the  rule  be- 
ing  waived,  read  third  time  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
Tote  was 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bannennan,  Brad- 
well,  Biyan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Garntson,  Hagner, 
Hall,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Marwell,  W.  M.  Max- 
well,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Quigles, 
Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Tanner,  Taylor  and  Waterston— 29. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed — ^Title  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  entitled  *'An  Act  to  prescribe  the  Fees  of  the  Attorney 
Greneral  of  this  State,  in  certain  cases,"  was  read  second  time  and 
ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  ''Resolutions  relative  to  the  Circular  issued  fiom  the  office  of 
the  Comptroller,  of  24th  Aug.  1846,"  were  read  third  time  and  passed. 

Senate  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  to  prescribe  an  equal  and  uniibim 
mode  of  taxation,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  second  time,  and 
on  a  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
called  by  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Hall,  were  as  fellows  : 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldridi,  Amou,  Bannennan,  Brad- 
well,  Bryan,  Collins,  Craveford,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Higginbo- 
tham, Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Over- 
street,  Quigles,  S<^tt,  Smith,  Tanner,  Taylor  and  Waterston — 24. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Cook,  Forward  and  Shields — 3. 

So  said  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  Report  of  the  Judiciaiy  Committee  on  an  engrossed  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  Act  more  particularly  to  define  Mortgage 
Liens,"  was  concurred  in,  and  the  said  bill  thereby  lost 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  2i  o'clock,  P.  M. 


2i  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

Reaohitions  relative  to  the  passage  of  a  law  granting  to  cerCaiit 
Rail  Road  Companies  hereafter  to  be  chaitered,  every  alteniate  sec- 
tion of  land,  over  which  such  Railroad  may  pass,  was  read  second 
time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

The  Report  of  Committee  on  Claims,  on  pethion  of  sundry  scrip 
hoMers  was  concurred  in,  and  the  accompanying  bill  entitled  ''An 
Act  for  the  benefit  of  the  scrip  holders  of  the  late  Territory  of  Fl<nrida," 
was  read  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

The  report  of  Jodiciary  Committee  on  a  bill  to  repeal  the  aheina- 
ting  judiciary  system,  was  taken  up ;  and  on  motion.  Senate  bill  en- 
titled an  act  to.  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  organise  the  Ciradt 
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Courts  of  the  State  of  Florida,  was  read,  and  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  their  consideration  together. 

After  consideration  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman, 
Mr.  Aldrich,  reported  the  Senate  bill  in  lieu  of  House  bill  on  same 
subject,  and  recommended  its  adoption — and  that  the  report  of  Judi- 
ciary Committee  be  not  concurred  in :  Which  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Whole,  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  substituted  Senate  bill  read 
third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  missage  the  vote  was — 

Ye Afr— Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Craw- 
ford, Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,King, 
A.  £.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet, 
Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Smith  and  Tajlop— 22. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Bannerman,  Cook,  Johnston, 
W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Quigles,  Waterston — 9. 

So  said  bill  passed — ^Title  as  stated. 

The  following  communication  and  document  were  read,  ordered 
to  be  spread  aa  the  Journal  and  75  copies  ordered  to  be  printed, 
viz: 

Coxptbolleb's  Officb,  Jan.  3,  1848. 
Han.  Speaker  Ho.  Reps. : 

Sir : — ^In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  House  of  the  8 1st  ult«, 
I  enclose  herewith  statements  of  amounts  paid  the  last  year  for  pub- 
lic printing,  and  to  whom  and  on  what  accounts.  The  charge  of 
James  A.  Baughey,  for  publishing  the  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, adopted  at  the  last  session,  is  included,  though  not  yet  audited. 
I  am  respectfully, 

SIMON  TOWLE,  Comptroller. 

[For  document,  see  Appendix,  44th  page.] 

The  Report  of  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  relative  to  so 
much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as  refers  to  that  subject,  was  con- 
curred in,  and  the  accompanying  resolutions  read  second  time,  and 
the  rule  being  waived,  read  thiid  time  and  passed. 

The  following  report  was  read,  viz  : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  report  as  correctly  enrolled — 

Memorial  and  resolutions  asking  Congress  to  appropriate  one^hun- 
dred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  for  the  building  of  a  Court  House  ^in 
Hillsborough  County ; 

Resolutions  relative  to  the  Indians  in  South  Florida,  and  providing 
for  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  section  of  this  State ; 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Craven  G.  Fife ; 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  John  Stone ; 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  R.  E.  Little ;  and 

An  Act  to  provide  writs  of  error  in  criminal  cases. 

WILLIAM  A.  FORWARD,  Chairfnan. 

On  motion  to  adjourn  until  9^  o'clock  to-morrow,  the  yeas  and  nays 
vrere  called  by  Messrs.  Bryan  and  Collins.    The  vote  ' 
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Tbas— Messrs.  Arnou,  Higginbotham,  Hobait  and  MitclieB  of 
Jackson— 4. 

Nats — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs,  Aldnch,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Biy. 
an,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Jolm. 
ston.  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quizes,  Scott, 
Shields,  Smith  and  Tanner — 22. 

So  said  motion  was  lost 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  6^  o'clock. 


6i  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  An  Act  to  declare  and  make  the  citizenship  of 
the  keeper  or  keepers  of  the  Live  Ook  plantation,  opposite  the  city 
of  Pensacola,  in  the  County  of  Escambia,  in  the  {^ace  of  the  Coun- 
ty of  Santa  Rosa,"  was  read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its 
passage,  the  vote  was — 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Collins, 
Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Higginbothara, 
Johnston,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Scott,  Shields,  Smith,  Tan- 
ner, and  Taylor — ^2L 

Nays — ^none. 

So  said  bill  passed    Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  '*  An  Act  to  define  and  settle,  the  boundaiy  be- 
tween the  State  of  Florida  and  Alabama,"  was  taken  up ;  and,  the 
rule  being  waived,  read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  pas- 
sage, the  vote  was — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Brad- 
well, Br3ran,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner, 
Hall,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  Johnston,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitdh 
ell  of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Scott,  Smith,  Tannw, 
Taylor,  and  Waterston — 27, 

Nays — ^none. 

So  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  providing  compensation  to  bepaid  to  L. 
A.  Thompson  for  preparing  a  digest  of  the  Laws  of  Florida,  was 
read  second  time,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  third  time,  and  on 
the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was. 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Biy 
an,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hobart, 
Johnston,  l6ng,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jack- 
son, Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Scott,  Shieldis,  Smith,  Tanner, 
Taylor  and  Waterston— 26. 

5f  AYS — ^Messrs.  Aldrich  and  Higginbotham — ^2. 

So  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

Senate  Resolution  relative  to  the  late  elecjtion  of  Register  of  Pub* 
lie  lands,  was  taken  up,  and  upon  its  adoption  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  by  Messrs.  Forward  and  Hobart. 

The  vote  was — 

Ybas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  dA- 
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Una,  Crawford,  Hagner,  Hall,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Max* 
well,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Scott,  Smith,  and  Tanner — 17. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Blackburn,  Cook,  Forward,  Gar* 
rason,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Ross, 
Shields,  Taylor,  and  Waterston— 14. 

So  said  resolution  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  relative  to  Judges  of  Probate,  County 
Commissioners,  and  Sherifi&,  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the 
question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was — 

YxAS — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  AUrich,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Brad- 
well,  Bryan,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Crarrason,  Hagner, 
Hall,  ffigginbotham,  Hobart,  Johnston,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell, 
Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross,  Scott, 
Shields,  Smith,  Tanner,  Taylor,  and  Waterstonr— 29. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated 

Senate  bill  relative  to  territory  which  may  be  acquired  by  the 
United  States,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  Mr.  Forward  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  second  section,  which  was  carried ;  also, 
the  third  section,  which  was  also  carried.  The  rule  being  waived, 
the  resolution  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
called  by  Messrs.  Blackburn  and  Forward,  were— « 

Tba»— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Black* 
bum,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward 
Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  Johnston,  King, 
A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Morrison- 
Overstreet,  Quigles,  Roes,  Scott,  ^elds,  Smith,  Tanner,  Taylor^ 
and  Waterston— 32. 

Nays — ^None. 

So  said  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  alter  the  criminal  laws  of  this  State,  in 
relation  to  burning  of  woods,  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  on  Ae 
question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was — 

Teas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Bannerman,  Bradwell^ 
Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Garrason,  Hobart,  John- 
ston, Kin^,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Over- 
street,  Quigles,  Scott,  Shields,  Smith,  Taylor,  and  Waterston — W. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Blackburn,  Hall,  Higginbotham,  Ross,. 
Tanner — 6. 

So  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Settlers  upon  public  lands 
and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  in  certain  cases,  was  read  third  time 
and  on  the  question  of  itd  passage  the  vote  was 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Black- 
bum,  BradweU,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Garra* 
son.  Hall,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  Johnston,  Kins,  W.  M.  Maxwell, 
Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross,  Scott,  Shields,  Snuth,  Tanner, 
T^lor  and  Waterstonr— 2a. 

-Nays— 4ione. 

So  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 
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The  bill  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  criminal  laws  now  in  feiee 
in  this  State,  was  read  third  time  and  the  House  resolved  itself  into 
committee  of  the  whole  for  the  consideration  of  a  special  amendment 
thereto. 

After  some  consideration  the  committee  rose,  and  by  thi>ir  cluur« 
man,  Mr.  Tanner,  reported  the  bill  with  amendments. 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  rule  being  waived,  the  bill  was  read  second  and 
third  times,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was— 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Banneiman,  Bladi- 
bum,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Code,  Crawford,  Gana* 
son,  Hall,  Hobart,  Johnston,  King,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles, 
Ross,  Scott,  Shields,  Smith,  Tanner,  Taylor  and  Waterston— 26. 

Nays — Mr.  Higginbotham— L 

So  said  bill  pass^.     Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  to  authorize  Blake  Jamigan  to  establish 
a  feny  across  Pensacola  Bay  from  Deeipoint  to  the  city  of  Pensaoo- 
la,  was  read  third  time,  and  cm  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vole 
was 

Teas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Akirich,  Amou,  Banneiman,  Brad- 
well,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawfind,  Garrasmi,  Hall, 
Higginbotham,  Hobart,  Johnston,  King,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quig* 
les,  Ross,  Scott,  Shiekls,  Smith,  Tanner,  Taylor  and  Waterston— ^. 

Nays — none. 

So  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  amenda- 
tory of  the  criminal  laws  now  in  force  in  this  State,  approved  Janu- 
ary 6th,  1847,  was  read  second  time,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read 
thud  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Collins, 
Cook,  Crawford,  Hall,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  Morrison,  Over 
lAreet,  Quigles,  Scott,  Shields,  Smith  and  Tanner — 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Amou,  Bannerman,  Blackburn,  Gairason,  Ho- 
bart, King,  Ross,  and  Taylor — 8. 

So  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  ^  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  E.  D.  Howse,  Sheriff 
of  Marion  County,'^  was  read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its 
passage,  the  vote  wa»— 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Banneraian,  Bradwell, 
Bryan,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hi^inbotham, 
Hobart,  Johnston,  King,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Rots,  Scott, 
Smith,  Tanner,  and  Taylor— 22. 

Nays — ^none. 

So  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  ""An  Act  for  the  relief  of  W.  J.  Amiisteadt"  was 
read  second  time,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  third  time,  and  on 
the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was— 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Banneiman,  Brad- 
weB,  Bryan,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Ganrason,  Hall,  Hi^pnbot- 
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ham,  Hobart,  Johnston,  King,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Soott, 
Ross,  Smith,  Tanner,  Taylor,  and  Waterston— -24. 

Nays — ^none. 

So  said  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

A  bill  entitled  ^  An  Act  to  authorize  James  Cockroft  to  establish 
a  ferry  across  Shoal  River,"  was  read  second  time,  and  the  rule  be* 
ing  waived,  read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the 
vote  was — 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Blackburq, 
Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Granrason, 
Hall,  Higginbotham,  Hobait,  Johnston,  King,  Morrison,  Overstreet, 
Ross,  Scott,  Smith,  Tanner,  and  Waterston — ^23. 

Nays — None. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  R.  A.  Shine  and  J.  A. 
Edmondson,  was  read  a  second  time ;  and,  the  nde  being  waived, 
read  a  thurd  time ;   and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote 


Yeas — Messrs.  Amou,  Bannerman,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook* 
Hobart,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles, 
Ross,  Scott,  Smith,  Tanner,  and  Waterston — 16. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Garrason,  Higginbotham,  and  King 
—4. 

So  said  bill  passed— title  as  stated. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  9^  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  January  4,  1848. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  roll  being 
called,  there  was  a  quorum  present. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  P.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.  Chapldn,  the  jour- 
nal  of  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Taylor  obtained  leave  of  absence  untU  Thursday 
next,  1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  Mr.  Johnston  until  to-morrow,  M.,  and 
permission  was  granted  them  to  record  their  votes  upon  all  questions 
put,  during  their  absence. 

Mr.  Forward  moved  (the  Senate  concurring)  that  the  Committee 
of  this  Hoiise  on  Finance  and  Public  Accounts,  be  instructed  to 
unite  with  the  Senate  Conmiittee  on  TUation  and  Revenue,  to  draw 
up  and  report  An  Act  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this  session  of  the 
General  Assembly;  which  was  adopted. 

The  following  refxnrt  was  read,  viz  : 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Nathan  Backer,  have  directed  me  to  rep<»t : 

Tliat  they  find  the  said  petitioner  is  not  an  itinerant  merdiant,  and 
therefore  not  subject  to  a  tax  as  such.  It  is  recommended  that  the 
acoompanying  bill  be  passed  for  his  relief. 

A.  E.  MAXWELL,  Ouxirmatu 
27 
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Which  WM  concurred  in,  and  the  accompenying  bill  read*;  aadt 
die  lule  being  waived,  read  a  secoiid  time,  aiid  CMderod  to  be  eng^^ 
fur  to-morrow. 

The  foUowing  message  was  read : 

SsNATB  Chaxbbr,  Joo.  8, 1848. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  cf  Repretentatioes. 

Sib  :  The  Senate  has  passed  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal 
an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  a  tariff  of  tees, 
approved  February  15,  1884,  and  which  was  approved  December 
27,  1845,  with  the  following  amendment,  viz : 

Starike  out  the  words  **  having  for  its  o^ect  a  remote  probability,'' 
in  lines  89,  and  asks  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

Respectfully,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec^y  Senate. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
enrolled. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  define  and  settle  ^e  Ixxmdary  between 
the  States  of  Florida  and  Alabama,  was  read ;  and,  the  rule*  being 
waived,  read  a  second  and  third  times ;  and  on  the  question  of  its 
passage,  the  vote  was — 

Teas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldnch,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Brad- 
well,  Brran,  Bumham,  CoUins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garra- 
son.  Hall,  Hancock,  Higffinbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  MazweU, 
W.  M.  Maxwell,  MitcheU  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  o£  Monroe,  Morri- 
son, Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Smith,  Tan^ 
ner,  and  Waterston— 31. 

Nats — ^N<me. 

So  said  bill  passed— title  as  stated. 

The  following  was  read,  viz: 

Senate  Chaxbbb,  January  3^  1848r 
Hon.  Speaker  House  of  Representatioes. 

Sib  :  The  Senate  has  this  day  adopted  the  following,  vix  : 

Resolved^  That  this  General  Assembly  (the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives concurring)  adjourn  sine  die  on  the  6th  of  Januaiy,  1848. 
RespectMy,  C.  W.  DOWNING^  Sec'y  Senate. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forward,  the  resoluticms  were  placed 
among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  following  was  read,  viz : 

Senate  Chakber^  January  8, 1848. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatioes. 

Sis  :  The  Senate  insist  <m  their  amendment  to  House  bill  entitled 
an  act  making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  printing  and  bind- 
ing of  Thompson's  Digest,  and  finally  disposing  thereof. 

Respectfully,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y  Senate. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  the  House  receded  firom  its  disagreement; 
and  concurred  in  the  amendments.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
siled. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  act  prescribing  Solidtofsf 
foesi  was  lead,  and,  on  motion,  indefinitely  po^poned. 
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Senate  bill  entided  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  to  raise  a  revs* 
qnue  for  this  State,  approved  July  24,  1845,  and  December  27,  1845, 
'was  read,  and  onkred  to  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 
The  following  was  read : 

Senate  Chamber,  January  9, 1848. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sir  :  The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  House 
to  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  enforce  the  payment  of  taxes  asses* 
sed,  and  to  be  assessed,  against  all  institutions  claiming  corporate 
privileges  in  this  State. 

RespectfoUy,  C.  W  DOWNING,  Sec'y  Senate 

The  following  message  from  Ihe  Governor  was  read,  viz : 

ExBcunvB  Dbpartiibnt,   ) 
Januaiy  8,  1848.    $ 
Xjendemen  of  ihe  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Sepresentatives : 
I  respectfully  ask  your  advice  and  consent  to  the  following  nomi- 
nations : 

John  D.  Sheldon,  as  auctioneer  for  the  county  of  Orange,  and 
William  B.  Davis,  as  auctioneer  for  the  county  of  St  Lucie. 

A.  G.  Miller,  Geo.  W.  Call,  Jr.,  Alex.  Bushlott,  John  W.  Hines, 
John  W.  Low,  and  Moses  Edwards,  as  auctioneers  for  the  coun^  of 
Columbia.  Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 
The  House  advised  and  consented  to  said  nominations. 
The  following  was  read : 

Senate  Chaxber,  January  4,  1848. 
Hon.  Speaker  Ho.  Reps: 

The  Senate  has  adopted  the  following,  viz : 
Resolved,  That  W.  Bartlett  be  selected  to  print  the  laws  passed 
by  the  present  General  Assembly,  on  his  giving  bond  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  execute  the  same  in  a  proper  manner. 

Resolved,  That  the  compensation  shall  be  the  same  per  page  as 
the  printer  of  the  House  of  Representatives  receives  for  printing  the 
Jounials  of  the  House. 

RespectfoUy,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec.  Senate. 

And  Mr.  Blackburn  oflered  the  following  substitute : 
Resolved,  That  the  same  course  be  pursued  in  reforence  to  the 
printing  of  the  acts  passed  by  the  present  General  Assembly,  as  was 
taken  by  the  first  General  Assemblv  of  this  State,  as  set  forth  in  a 
Resolution  on  the  sbbject  of  the  public  printing,  approved  July  26th, 
1845. 

Which  was  accepted  in  lieu  of  the  Senate  resolution,  and  adopted 
by  the  House. 
The  following  communication  was  sent  to  the  Governor : 

House  of  REPRBSEirrATivBs,  Januaiy  4th,  1848. 
To  His  Excellency,  the  Grovemor  of  Floiida : 

Sii^— We  hereby  certify  that  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses 
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«r  tfae  General  AMemblj,  h^  in  tlie  Hall  ct  the  House  of  Rqnre- 
sentatives  on  Wednesdaj,  December  dOth  ulL,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  State  of  Florkk,  Mr. 
David  r.  Hogue  and  Mr.  Mariano  D.  Papj,  were  alcMie  put  in  nom- 
ination,  and  on  the  second  voting,  Mr.  Hogue  having  received  thii^ 
votes,  and  Mr.  Papy  having  received  twenty  three  votes,  Mr.  Hogue 
was  declared  duly  elected  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  State 
of  Florida.  Very  Respectfiilly, 

W.  B.  LANCASTER,  CUc.  Ho.  Reps. 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec.  Senate. 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Resolutions  relative  to  the  war  with  Mexico,  were  read  a  second 
time ;  and,  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the 

Question  of  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
tlackbum  and  JBradwell.     The  vote  was — 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amoo,  Blackburn,  Bum- 
bam,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock,  Higginbotham,  Hobait, 
King,  A.  E.  3faxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross, 
Shields  and  Smith— 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Crawford,  Hall,  W. 
M.  MaiweU,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Tanner  and  Wa- 
terston— 12. 

So  said  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning 
limitation  of  actions,"  was  read  second  time,  and  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  consideration  thereoC 

After  some  deliberation,  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chair- 
•  man,  Mr.  Tanner,  reported  the  bill  with  amendments,  which  was 
concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  rule  was  waived,  and  the  bill  read  second  and  diird 
times,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was — 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Btecfc- 
bum,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forwardt 
Garrason,  Hall,  Hancock,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Max- 
well, Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Scott,  SheMon, 
Shields,  Smith,  Tanner  amd  Waterston — 29. 

Nats — ^None. 

So  said  bill  passed  :  title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  «<An  Act  for  the  relief  of  D.  McRaney  and  Alfied 
A.  Fisher,"  was  read  second  time,  and  the  nde  being  waived,  read 
third  time. 

A  motion  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Comnittee  of  the  Whcde 
for  the  consideration  of  a  special  amendment,  was  lost,  and  pendiitf 
the  question  of  passing  the  lull  the  House  took  a  leoess  imtfl  3io^ 
dock^F.M. 
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2i  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 
The  conBideration  of  same  bill  was  resumed,  and  on  the  question 
of  its  passage  the  vote  was — 

Tba»— ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bannennan,  Blackburn,  Bumhara, 
Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hancock,  Higginbotham, 
Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Ross, 
Scott,  Smith  and  Tanner--21. 
NATs-^Mr.  Speaker  and  Mr.  Overstreet — 2. 
So  said  bill palssed:  title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  require  county  commissioners  in  the  seve- 
ral counties  of  this  State,  to  examine  and  allow  accounts  of  clerks  and 
sheriffi  against  the  state,"  was  read  second  tune,  and  the  rule  being 
waived,  read  third  time,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  ofllered  the  fol- 
lowing amendment :  In  the  last  line  of  the  first  section,  strike  out  the 
word  "existing,"  and  insert  after  the  word  "fees" — **in  force  when 
the  accounts  are  presented :"  which  was  adopted. 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  vote  was-— 
Tea»— «Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Arnou,  Bannerman,  Black- 
bum,  Bradwell,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Garrason,  Hall, 
Hancock,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of 
Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross, 
Scott,  Smith  and  Tanner— 26. 
Nay»— None. 

So  said  bill  passed :  title  as  stated. 

On  motion,  the  following  was  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  Journal : 
On  the  passage  of  the  resolutions  attached  to,  and  accompanying 
the  preamble  "in  regard  to  the  existing  war  with  Mexico,"  I  voteid  in 
the  affirmative,  with  this  distinct  understanding,  that  I  had  not  read 
the  message  of  the  President,  and  therefore  give  no  expression  by 
my  vote,  as  to  the  matter  contained  in  the  third  resolution. 

JOHN  CHAIN. 
Resolutions  relative  to  the  passage  of  a  law  removing  the  land  of- 
fice fix>m  Newnansville  to  Ocala,  were  read  second  time,  and  the 
rule  being  waived,  read  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bUl  entitled  '*An  Act  for  registering  marriages,  births  and 
deaths,"  was  read  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to- 
morrow. 

Resolutions  relative  to  the  passage  of  a  law  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Capt.  Wm.  H.  Payne's  Company,"  were  read  second  time 
and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  thini  time,  and  passed. 

Senate  bill  entitled  "An  Act  relating  to  crimes  and  misdemeanors," 
was  read  second  time,  and  on  motion  indefinitely  postponed. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  act  to  organize  the  office  of  Comptroller  of 
Public  Accounts  of  the  State  of  Florida,  approved  July  23d  1845, 
was  read  second  time,  and  on  motion  to  waive  the  rule  that  it  might 
be  read  third  time,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Mitch- 
ell of  Jackson  and  Quigles,  were  as  follows : 

YxAS — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  Bum- 
ham,  Collins,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hancodc,  Higgin- 
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bodiam,  Hobart,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Qiug. 
les,  Ross,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Smith,  Tanner  and  Waterston— >2d. 

Nats— Messrs.  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Morrison,  and  Overstreet— 8. 

So  the  nde  was  waived,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time.  On  the 
question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was— 

Ybas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bannennan,  Brad- 
well,  Bumham,  Collins,  Crawford,  Forward,  Crarrasoil,  Hall,  Hig- 
ffinbotham,  Hobart,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  M<»iroe, 
Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross,  Shekbn,  Shiekls,  Smith,  and 
Waterston—24. 

Nats— Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson — 1. 

So  said  bill  passed— title  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  relative  to  elec- 
tions in  this  State,  passed  December  20th,  1845,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and,  on  motion,  indefinitely  postponed. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  abolish  the  charter  of  the  atj  of 
Apalachicola,  was  read  a  second  time ;  and,  the  rule  being  waived, 
read  a  third  time ;  and  on  Uie  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was— 

Ybas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Bannennan,  Bumham, 
Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hobart,  King,  A.  B. 
Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Over- 
street,  Ross,  Scott,  SheMon,  Shields,  and  Tanner — ^21. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bradwell,  Collins,  Hancodc,  Higgin- 
botham,  and  Quigles — 6. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  exempt  the  citizens  of  Amelia  island, 
in  the  county  of  Nassau,  frcxn  worldng  the  roads  on  the  main  land  in 
saui  county,  was  read  a  second  time  ;  and,  the  rule  being  waived, 
read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  waa— 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bumham, 
Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Grarrason,  Hall,  Hancock,  Hig- 
ginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  £.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  MUtchdl 
of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross,  Scott,  Shekkio, 
Shields,  Smith,  and  Tanner — ^26. 

Nats— None. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  destitute, 
and  to  guard  against  the  accumulation  of  pauperism  in  the  county  of 
Leon,  was  read  a,  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  £>r  to- 
morrow. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  allow  the  privilege  of  bail  in  certain 
cases,  was  read  a  second  time  ;  and,  the  rule  l^ing  waived,  read  a 
third  time ;  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  wa»— 

Ybas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Bum- 
ham, Collins,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hancock,  Hig- 
mibotham.  King,  W.  M.  MaxweU,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Monisom 
Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Tanner,  and  Wa- 
terston— 24. 
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Nats — ^Messrs.  Bradwell,  Cook,  Hobart,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  ami 
Mitchell  of  Monroe— 5. 

So  said  bill  passed— Title  as  stated. 

On  motion  the  vote  of  this  morning  adopting  a  House  resoluti<m  in 
iieu  of  a  Senate  Resolution  relative  t»  the  printing  of  the  Acts  of  this 
session,  was  reccmsidered,  and  said  resolutions  [^aced  among  the  or- 
ders of  the  da  j. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  act  to  orgaidze  the  county  of  Holmes,  was 
read  second  time,  and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
whole  for  the  c^nsideratibn  thereof. 

After  some  deliberation,  the  committee  rose,  and  hj  their  chairman, 
Mr*  Aldrich,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  ta  sit  again ;  which 
was  c(Micfirred  in. 

On  motion  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow  9|  o'clock,  the  yeas  a&dnay» 
being  called  by  Messrs.  Bradwell  and  King,  were 

YsAs— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Ajuou,  Blackburn,  Bum^ 
ham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hancock, 
Hobart,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  MaxweU,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitch- 
ell of  Monroev  Quigles,  Ross,  Scott,  SheMon,  Shields  and  Smithr-^2a. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bradwell,  E^ng,  Morrison,  Tanner 
and  Waterston — 6. 

So  the  House  stood  adjourned  until  9^  o'doek  to-morrow* 


Wbdnsbdat,  Jan.  6,  1848.r 

The  House*  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  rdl  being  called, 
there  was  a  quorum  present. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaphun,  the  Jour-^ 
nal  of  yesterday  was  read,  amended  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allison^  the  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  to  organize  the 
Florida  Cavalier^,''  was  taken  fifom  the  table,  read  second  time,  and 
ordered  fo  be  engrossed  as  a  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradwell,  the  vote  of  yesterday  indelSnitely  post- 
poning Senate  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  relating  to*  crimes  and  misdemea- 
nors," was  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  made  a  special  order  for  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Maxwell,  the  rule  and  special  order  of  the 
House  were  waived,  and  leave  granted  him  to  introduce  a  preamble, 
anda 

Bill  entitled  ''An  Act  relative  to  the  costs  of  prosecution  in  cases  <^ 
assault  and  battery,  trespass  and  libel,'^  which  was  read,  and  .the 
rule  being  waived,  read  second  time  ainl  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mt.  Blackburn,  the  d7th  rde  was  suspended,  so  &r 
as  the  general  appropriation  bill  is  concerned. 

Mr.  Blackburn  offered  Preamble  and  Resolutions  requesting  our 
Members  in  Congress  to  procure  the  passage  of  An  Act  to  graduate 
the  imce  of  public  lands  inthis  State,"  wh^h  were  read,  and  the  rule 
be^  waived,  read  second  and  third  times  and  passed. 

Tne  Mowing  report  was  jveceived  and  concurred  in,  vist 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  commmiicatioii  from  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  in  regard  to  the  lands  yifhizh  may  or 
hare  reverted  back  to  the  Greneial  Government  under  the  **  aimed 
occupation  act,"  and  also  the  suggestions  in  regard  to  die  eighl 
sections  of  lanl  which  was  granted  to  Florida  for  fixing  die  seat 
of  Government,  have  had  the  same  under  considMratioD,  and  beg 
leave  to  report : 

That  from  the  &cts  presented  in  the  communication  of  His  Excel- 
lencv,  much  valuaUe  land  which  was  formeriy  held  under  tlie  aet 
alluded  to,  has  either  been  abandoned  or  forfeited,  aad  that  the  Stvte 
might  derive  much  benefit  by  calling  on  Congress  fer  the  passage  of 
an  act  granting  the  right  of  locating  by  quarter  sections  m  the  i»e 
of  common  schools,  any  lands  which  may  or  have  reverted  back  to 
the  General  Government  under  said  act  The  committee  would  also 
state,  that  most  of  the  public  lands  in  this  State  subject  to  locadoa 
which  are  of  any  value,  have  already  been  located,  and  that  the  Stste 
will  never  derive  much  advantage  from  the  grant  of  the  eight  see- 
tions  of  land  by  C<mgress,  for  the  fixing  of  a  seat  of  Government  fer 
the  State  of  Florida,  unless  Congress  will  grant  die  right  of  locating 
said  land  by  sections  or  half  sections  out  <x  any  public  land  in  the 
State  not  otherwise  appropriated ;  and  in  view  of  the  above  conskl* 
orations  the  committee  have  framed  resolutions  vdiich  they  would 
request  the  House  to  adopt,  and  ask  to  be  discharged. 

B.  J.  J.  MITCHELL,  Chaimum. 
D.  BRADWELL. 
The  accompanying  Resolutions  relative  to  lands  which  have  re* 
verted  back  to  the  General  Government,  under  the  **Amied  Occma> 
tion  Act,"  and  in  regard  to  the  ^'eight  sections  of  land  granted  to  Ho- 
rida,  fer  the  purpose  of  fixing  her  Seat  of  Grovemment,"  were  readp 
and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  second  and  third  times,  and  passed. 

The  feUowing  Report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wm.  ffid- 

ney  Green  and  numerous  other  citizens  of  the  city  of  Apabdiico- 

la,  praying  the  Legislature  to  provide  measures  for  the  survey  of  a 

route  for  a  ship  clmnnel  through  the  peninsula  of  Flcnrida,  have 

had  the  same  under  c<m8ideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report: 

Tour  committee  are  sensible  of  the  great  burthen  both  in  ei^iorta- 

tion  and  importation  under  which  the  ii3iabitants  of  this  State  reskfipg 

contiguous  and  upon  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  labor  in  ooase* 

quence  of  their  shipping  having  to  pass  around  the  dangerous  leefr 

of  the  cape,  and  abo  of  the  immense  tax  imposed  upon  them  in  the 

shape  of  high  fireights  and  high  insurance,  as  well  as  the  omsequrat 

tantiness  in  arriving  at  a  market    In  a  ship  canal  connectiBg  die 

Gulf  with  the  Atlantic,  all  the  States  bordering  on  the  Adantic  and 

the  Gul^  are  deeply  interested.    The  vinecks  and  loss  of  propei^ 

which  would  be  avoided  by  such  a  channel,  would  soon  more  tiMUi 

defray  the  expense  of  its  construction.    In  such  a  work,  Florida  k 

not  alone  interested,  hoUL  it  can  be  truly  denominated  a  ^  Naliooal 

woric,"  or  one  in  which  nearly  all  the  States  in  the  Union  are  mors 
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or  less  concerned,  and  would  be  serviceable  in  time  of  war  at  an  in* 
temal  comtnimication  for  the  military  defence  of  this  republic  Tie 
Federal  Goyemment  at  one  time,  hiul  this  improvement  under  con* 
sideration,  and  caused  survey  of  one  or  more  routes  to  be  made,  but 
from  some  cause  or  other  the  suUect  was  not  urged,  and  was  stmbred 
to  pass  without  further  action*  As  vour  committee  are  infonned  and 
beueve,  a  survey  of  a  route  north  of  the  Suwannee  River  was  made: 
the  pethioners  however  suggest  a  route&rther  south,  and  of  course, 
lower  dovm  the  peninsula ;  and  joiar  committee  have  no  doubt  but 
that  a  route  soitth  of  tha  mouth  of  the  Suwannee  would  be  much 
^rter  than  the  one  already  surveyed  and  less  expensive;  at  any  rate, 
fhe  subject  is  one  of  importance,  sufficiently  so  to  engage  the  atten- 
ti<m  of  the  patriotic,  either  in  the  halls  of  Congress  or  in  the  Gene* 
ral  Assembly  of  this  State.  As  the  fund  of  this  State  properly  ap> 
plicaUe  for  Internal  Improvements,  such  as  prayed  for  in  this  peti- 
tion, is  not  as  yet  in  a  situation  to  be  appropriated,  the  prayer  or  the 
petitioners  cannot  very  well  be  granted  by  this  present  Genend  As- 
sembly, but  as  the  surveys  of  the  several  canal  and  rail  road  routes 
made  from  time  to  time  in  this  State  by  the  Federal  Government, 
may  be  veir  serviceable  to  a  Board  of  Internal  Improvements  (should 
there  ever  be  one  created ;)  anc|  as  your  committee  believe  can,  upcm 
proper  application,  be  procured  from  the  proper  offices  in  Washing- 
tcm,  your  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  reso- 
lution, calling  upon  our  Senators  and  Representative  in  Congress  to 
procure  c<mies  of  said  surveys,  to  be  [^aced  for  the  present  imder  the 
chaise  of  tne  Secretaiy  of  this  State. 

AO  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  and  your  committee  ask  to 
be  dischaiged  from  tlM  fiirther  consideration  of  the  subject. 

WILLIAM  A.  FORWARD,  Chairman. 
PETER  HOBART, 
JOHN  SCOTT. 
And  the  accompanying  Resolution  read,  and  the  rule  being  waiv- 
ed,  read  second  and  third  times  and  passed. 

The  following  reports  were  received  and  concurred  in  i 
The  Joint  Committee,  i^>pointed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  exam- 
ine the  Comptroller's  Office,  in  pursuance  of  section  9,  of  the  act 
organizing  said  office,  approved  July  24th,  1845,  report : 
That  they  have  examined  the  condition  of  said  office,  and  after 
due  investigation  into  the  proceedings  of  the  said  office,  find  that  Uie 
Comptroller  has  dischaned  his  duties  strictly  according  to  law. 

A.  K.  ALLISON,  Chairman  House  Committee^ 
E.  E.  BLACKBURN, 

J.  P.  SANDERSON,  Chairman  Senate  Com., 
O.  M.  AVERY, 
G.  R.  FAIRBANKS. 
The  Joint  Committee,  appointed  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  General 
Assembly  to  examine  the  office  of  the  Treasurer,  in  pursuance  of 
sections  6,  9,  10,  and  11,  of  the  act  to  organize  such  office,  and 
^ipEOved  July  26th,  1845,  report : 
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Thiit  tfcej  have  examiBed  the  acooonts  ud  Toue&esi  Tthtmg  for 
all  moneys  leceiTed  into  and  paid  out  of  the  Treamoyy  during  the 
4fcal  fear  ending  90di  October,  1847|and  we  lepoit  thai  the  amoont 
fg  2?ioBie8  received  mto  the  Treatinj  for  loch  jrear,  if  the  luni  of 
940,867  M ;  and  the  amount  paid  oat,  on  IVeasmj  oeitificatat,  da- 
rii^sueh  year*  was  the  wma  of  947,301  40. 

That  the  amouSt  in  &e  Treamny,  on  the  first  day  of  Novembei^ 
1846,  was  the  simi  of  95,758  90 ;  and  the  balance  remaining  in 
the  hands  of^d  Treasurer,  on  die  Ist  day  of  Norember,  1847,  wae 
the  simi  of  98,755  10. 

That  we  have  compared  tike  warrants  drawn  by  the  CompCroyar 
on  the  Treasury  durijti|  siud  year,  with  the  seyerallaws  under  which 
the  same  purposed  to  be  drawn,  and  certify  that  the  Comptrcdler  had 
power  to  <hraw  such  warrants.^ 

We  further  certify  that  the  duties  of  said  office  have  been  ^e^*- 
formed  with  care,  ddigence,  and  fidriily. 

A.  K.  ALLISON,  Chakrmm  Hofm  CommUke^ 

E.  E.  BLACKBURN, 

J.  P.  SANDERSON,  Chairman  SemOe  Canu, 

O.  M.  AVERY, 

G.  R.  FAIRBANKS, 

House  bills  entitled  *'An  Act  to  au&orize  Blake  Jandgan  to  estab- 
lish  a  Ferry  across  Pensacda  Bay,  from  Deer-point  to  tie  City  of 
Pensacola,"  and 

An  Act  to  be  entitled  '^  act  to  declare  and  make  the  cititenahip 
of  the  Keeper  or  Keepers  of  the  Live^Oak  Plantation  oppoeke  to  the 
city  of  Pensacola,  in  the  county  of  Escambia,  in  place  cMf  the  coun^ 
of  Santa  Rosa,"  were  returned  from  the  Senate  havmg  pasted  that 
body  Jan.  4th,  1848,  and  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  following  message  was  read,  viz : 

Sbnatb  Chambbb,  Jan»  4,  1848. 
Hon,  Speaker  Eto,  Repa, : 

Sm:  The  Senate  has  passed  House  biQ  entitled  an  not  to  proride 
fi)r  the  salary  of  a  Quartermaster  General,  and  for  other  purposes, 
with  the  following  amendment,  vie : 

Fill  up  tlra  blank  occurring  in  line  ten,  cS  section  third,  by  ti* 
sorting  ^  onb  hundred  and  My,"  and  ask  the  concmtenee  of  the 
House.        Respectfully,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec  SeMie. 

The  amendments  were  concursed  in,  and  bMl  ordered  to  be  enmiled^ 

The  followfaig  messages  were  read : 

Sbkatb  CKAMBBR,'Jan.  4, 1848. 
JJoii.  Speaker  House  of  Bepreeentatkes : 

Sis  :  The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  House 
to  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  organize  a  school  for  tl«  education 
of  poor  children  within  the  County  of  Franldin ; 

Also,  in  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  Senate  bill  enlided  ai» 
act'to  encourage  and  fikcilitate  internal  improtement,  and  to  aalhofiie 
and  regulate  partnerships  for  that  purpose. 

Respectfiilly,  a  W.  DOWNING,  Seerekvy  f 
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SxRATB  CsAMBBS,  Jan.  4, 184i. 
Him.  Speaker  jHo.  Rq^ : 

Snt :  The  Seaate  kas  coneurred  in  Ike  resohitioii  cf  tke  H1M00, 
relative  to  the  committee  to  dbraft  an  appiopriatioB  bill  lot  the  pieseai 
session.    Respectfully^  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secretaiy  of  Senate. 

Sbnatb  Chakber,  Jan.  4, 1848. 
To  the  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir  :  The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  House 
to  Senate  resolutions,  relative  to  territory  which  may  be  acquired  by 
the  United  States. 

Respectadly,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y  Senate. 

Senate  bill  entitled  '*Aa  Act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a  county 
site  in  the  county  of  Washington,'^  was  read  and  ordered  for  second 
reading  to-morrow. 

House  bill  entitled  *'An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  James  Simlet, 
of  Monroe  county,  to  that  of  James  Timothy  Walker,"  and 

Resolutions  relative  to  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have  died 
in  defence  oftheircountiy  in  Mexico,  were  returned  from  the  Senate, 
having  passed  that  body,  Jan.  4th,  1848,  and  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  following  message  from  the  Governor  was  read : 

ExBcunvs  Dbfabtmbnt,  Jan.  4,  1846. 
€knilemenof  theSenatejOndof  iheHmiseof  RepresenkOkes : 

I  have  the  honor  to  ask  yovr  advice  and  consent  to  the  iUWwiag 
nominations :  Levi  Lee,  Stephen  S.  Smith,  and  Wm.  Dees^  as  auc- 
tioneers for  the  county  of  Hamilton. 

Veiy  respectfully,        W.  D.  MOSELET. 

The  nominations  therein  made^  were  advised  and  eonsented  to  by 
the  House. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Senate  bill  entitled  ''An  Act  to  organize  the  eoun^  at  Hehobei," 
was  taken  up,  and  the  House  again  resdved  itself  into  Conunittee  of 
the  Whole  for  its  consideration. 

Afier  deliberation  the  Comnuttee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman,  Mr. 
AUrich,  reported  the  bill  with  amendments,  upon  the  eoncurrenee  in 
whidi  report  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Forward  dc 
HaU.    Tke  vote  was^ 

TsA»— Mr.' Speaker,  Messrs.  Ba]merman,Bradwell,  Collins,  Ciaw- 
ford,  Ganason,  Hagner,  Hall,Higginbotham,  W.  M.  MaitreU,  Mor- 
rison, Overstreet,  Quigles,  Shekkm,  Smith,  Tanner  and  Waterslon 
—17. 

Nats— Messrs.  Allison,  Amou,  Blaekbwn,  Bumham,  Cook,  For- 
ward,  Hancock,  Hobart,  King,  A.  £«  MazweU,  MitdwU  of  Jackson, 
Ross,  Shields— la. 

So  said  report  was  concurred  in,  and  tl^  amendments  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  §yr  third  reading  wiA  tke  biU^  to-morrow* 

The  bill  eatitkd  <«An  Ad  lo  provide  for  tke  location  of  tke  county 
site  of  Calhotn  county,"  was  read  tUvd  time,  and  on  ih^  question  of 
Its  passage,  the  vote  ^ 
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Ybas-^Mt.  G^waker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Bannerman,  BndweD, 
Bumham,' Collins,  Crawford,  Forward,  Ganason,  Hall,  Hancock, 
Hii^botliam,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jadcscn, 
Morrison,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Sheldon,  and  Shields— 21. 

Nats— None. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  relatire  to  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish 
a  tariff  of  fees,  approved  January  6th,  1847,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  the  House  resolved  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  con- 
sideration thereof. 

The  committee  rose,  and  hy  their  chairman,  Mr.  Bradwell,  re- 
ported progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again ;  which  was  concurred 
in. 

The  house  then  took  recess  until  2|  o'clock,  P.  M. 


HALF  PAST  TWO  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 
The  House  met,  and  acain  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  upon  the  bill  entiSed  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  establish  a  tariff  of  fees,  approved  January  6th,  1847. 

After  some  consideration,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their  chair- 
man, Mr.  Bradwell,  reported  the  biD,  with  amendments ;  which  was 
concurred  in.  The  ImU  was  read  a  second  time;  and,  the  rule 
being  waived,  read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the  questifm  of  its  passage, 
the  vote  was — 

Ybas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amou,  Banneiman, 
Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Crawford,  Gaira- 
son,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King^  A*  £. 
Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Qaigles,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon, 
and  Waterston — ^25. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Cook  and  Overstreet — 2. 

So  said  bill  passed— title  as  stated. 

Preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  the  16th  sections  granted  by 
Congress  for  public  schools,  were  read  a  third  time ;  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  cailed  by  Messrs.  Fcnrward  and  Blackburn,  were— 

Ybas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allison,  Amou,  Blackburn,  Bnd- 
well,  Bryan,  Collins,  Code,  Crawford.  Higginbotham,  Hobait,  King, 
A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Qdg^es, 
Ross,  Scott,  Smith,  and  Waterston— 21. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bumham,  Forward,  Garra- 
son,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jadkaoo, 
Sheldon,  Shields  and  Tanner — 18. 

So  said  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted* 

The  fdlowing  was  read : 

The  committee  on  enrolled  bills  report  as  correetly  eBroBed 

An  act  making  appreciation  for  the  payment  of  the  printing  aaJ 
binding  of  Thooqison's  Digest,  and  finally  disposing  thereof 

W.  A.  FORWARD,  Chiiimaa. 
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The  bill  entided  '^An  Act  to  change  thename  of  Maiy  E.  Ledbetter, 
of  Calhoun  county,  to  that  of  M.  E.  Doles,"  was  read  third  time,  wuH 
on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was — 

Ybab — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amou,  Bannerman, 
Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  CoUins,  Code,  Crawford,  Forward,  €rar- 
rason,  Hall,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  £.  Maxwell,  W.  M, 
Blaxwell,  MitcheU  of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross, 
Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Smith  and  Tanner— 29. 
Nats — Mr.  Hancock — 1. 
So  said  bill  passed  :  title  as  stated. 

Tlie  bill  entitled  ^An  Act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  collecting  officen 
in  certain  cases,"  was  read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  pas- 
sage the  rote  was-* 

1  BAS-T-Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amou,  Bannerman, 
Bradwell,  Biyan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Crawford,  Gkrrason,  Hancock, 
Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Monroe, 
Morrison,  Quigles,  Ross,  Sluekls  and  Smith— 22. 
Nat»— Messrs.  Cook,  Hall,  Overstreet,  Scott  and  Sheldcm — 5. 
So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  and  define  the  duties  of  the 
County  Commissioners  of  Calhoun  county,  was  read  third  time,  and 
on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  Tote  was 

Ybas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Brad- 
well, Bryan,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Hall,  Hancock,  Hig- 
S'nbotham,  Hobart,  King,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Monroe, 
orrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Smith 
and  Tanner — 26. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bumham,  Gkrrason — 2. 
So  said  bill  passed     Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  to  define  the  duties  and  prescribe  the  ccnn- 
pensation  of  tax  assessors  and  cdlectors  in  this  State,  was  read  third 
time,  and  Mr.  Allison  moved  that  the  House  shouki  resolve  itself  into 
committee  of  the  whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  following  special 
amendment  thereto,  viz : 

In  each  and  every  county,  in  which  the  amount  of  assessment  of 
taxes,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  <^  three  hundred  dollars,  the  sum  of 
thir^  dollars ; 

In  each  and  every  county,  in  which  said  assessment  shall  be  over 

three  hundred  and  imder  six  hundred  dollars,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars ; 

In  each  and  every  county,  in  which  saki  assessment  shall  be  over 

six  hundred  and  under  one  thousand  dollars,  the  sum  of  seventy-five 

dollars; 

In  each  and  every  county,  in  which  said  assessment  shaU  be  over 
one  thousand  dollars  and  under  three  thousand  ddktrs,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ; 

In  each  and  every  county,  in  which  sakl  assessment  shall  be  over 
three  and  under  six  thousand  ddUirs,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  doU 
Ian; 

In  each  and  every  county,  in  which  assessment  shall  be  over  six 
^VfflwnnJ  dollars,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  i&j  ddllaii. 
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and  bradwell,  die  vote  was, 

Tb AS— Messrs.  AUiscHiy  Arnoo,  BanBenoan,  Blackba%Bradwail| 
Biyaa,  Bumham,  CoUins,  Ciawfoid,  Garrason,  Hall,  HiggiBiiotliaiii, 
Hobart,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  JackaoD,  SGtcheB  of  MenM^ 
Morrlsoiit  Roas^  Smith,  Tanner  and  Waterston — 2L 

Nats — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrick,  Cook,  Haaeock,  King, 
Overstreet,  Quigles,  Scott  and  Sheldon — 9. 

So  said  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Blackbom,  that  die  consnifttee  shoskl  take 
under  coasiderfaion  the  IbUowing  special  amendment  oflered  by 
him,  viz: 

That,  hereafter,  the  office  of  tax  assessor  shall  be  hdd  bj  cm 
person,  and  the  office  of  tax  collector  by  another. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Bhickbmn  and  HaB. 
The  vote  was— 

Ybas — Messrs.  Blackburn,  Crawfecd,  Gkrrason,  Hall,  Hancock, 
Hoiuurt,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  MorrisoBf  Over- 
street,  and  Smith — 11. 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amoo,  Bmdwell, 
Bryan,  Bumham,  CoUins,  Cook,  Forward,  Quigles,  Ross,  Scott, 
Sheldon,  Tanner,  and  Waterston— 16. 

So  saidmotion  was  lost. 

The  House  then  went  mto  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  first 
apedal  amendment 

After  some  consideradon,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  dienr  chair. 
man,  Mr.  Aldrich,  reported  the  bill  as  amended ;  vdiidi  was  oonear- 
red  in. 

Upon  the  question  of  die  passage  of  the  bill,  the  vote  wa»^ 

Ybas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  AUison,  Blackbom,  Brad* 
well,  Bryan,  CdliBB,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hancock,  Mitchell  of  Jadssoo, 
Monrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross,  Scott,  Shiekls,  Smidi,  Tanner 
and  Waterston— 20. 

Nays — ^Mr.  Crawford — 1. 

So  said  bill  passed— title  as  stated. 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  6^  o'clock. 

6i  O'CLOCK. 

The  House  met,  and  the  bill  entided  ^An  Act  respecting  free  per- 
sons of  colots,"  was  read  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  eogmsed 
ftnr  to-moirow. 

Senate  resolutions  relative  to  the  employment  of  Hugh  AidMr  in 
the  office  ci  Comptroller,"  were  read  third  time  and  pasMd. 

The  bill  entided  ""An  Actfordie  relief  of  H.  R.  W.  Andrews  and 
others,"  was  read  second  time,  and  the  role  being  waived,  read  iUA 
time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  die  vote  wa»— 

YBA»-*-Mr*  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bannennaa,  BhMk- 
bum,  Bradwell,  Bumham,  Biyan,  Collins,  Co<^  Crawford,  Gaiiason, 
Hall,  Hancock,  Higginboduim,Hobart,  A.  E.  Maxwell^  MilobeU  of 
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JftoksoB,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Roes,  Scott,  Shel* 
doB,  SkiekiB,  Smkh,  '1  anner  and  Waterston — ^28. 

NAYi^-^None. 

So  said  bill  passed :  title  as  stated* 

The  bill  entitled  <«An  Act  to  authorize  Judges  of  Probate  of  the  ser-^ 
era!  Courts  in  this  State  to  i^point  Guardians  for  free  negroes,"  wa9 
read  tUrd  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  "was — 

YsAB^-Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Bryan, 
Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Ganrason,  Higgmbotham,  Ho« 
bart,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheklon,Smithr 
Tairaer  and  Waterston — 20. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Hall,  Hancock,  Johnston, 
Mitchell  of  Jadcson,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles  and  Shields— 10. 

So  said  bill  passed. — ^Title  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  authorize  and  em^ 
power  the  ComptroUer  of  Public  Accounts  ;to  audit  and  allow  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Circuit  Courts  and  Supreme  Court,  ap- 
proved by  the  Governor  December  27th,  1845,  was  read  sec<»d  time 
and  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  following  messages  from  the  Crovemor,  was  received,  viz : 
Executive  Defabtmbnt,  January  5,  1848. 
Crentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

1  respectfully  solicit  your  advice  and  consent  to  the  following  nomi' 
nation :  K.  S.  Dickson,  as  auctioneer  for  the  county  of  Jackson* 
Very  respectfully,  W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

EsmcuTivB  DBrASTXEirr,  Jaraiary  5, 1848* 
GenSemenof  the  Senate^  and  of  the  Hmtse  of  Representatwes : 

I  respectrally  ask  your  advice  and  consent  to  the  following  Qomi- 
nation,  viz :  Henry  C.  Wilson,  as  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  coun^ 
of  Alachua.  Very  respec^y,  W.  D.  MOSELE Y. 

And  the  nominations  therein  made  were  advised  and  cemented  to 
by  the  House. 

The  bill  entitied  An  act  to  empowei  Robert  H.  Hall,  a  roinorr  t9 
assinae  the  management  of  his  own  estate,  was  read  third  time,  and 
on  tbft  questioner  its  passage  the  vole  was 

Ybab — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  AJdrich,  Bannerman,  Bryan,  Bvm- 
huxtf  Collins,  Crawfind,  Garrason,  Hall,  Johnston,  King,  Biorrisonr 
Ovei«tieet,  Quigles,  Scott,  Shields,  Smith  and  Tanner— 18. 

NATs-^Messrs.  Bladcbum,  Bradwell,  Cook,  Forward,  Haneocky 
Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  MitcheU  of  Monroei  Boas, 
BMdanj  and  WiderBton— 12. 

So  said  biU  passed— tide  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitied  An  act  to  so  amend  the  9di  clause  of  the  Ml  ar* 
tfde  of  the  Constitution,  as  to  give  to  the  qualified  iwters  in  each 
eouMty  in  tins  G^te  the  right  of  electing  the  Judges  of  Probate,  wia 
lead  third  time,  and  on  a  call  for  the  previous  question  tiie  jeas  and 
Baji  w»ro^aMed by  Bbssus.  Bhufchuinimd  Q»Bgies>   ThaiEotewa^ 
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YiAS— -Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannermui,  Bradwell,  Bi7ui»  Bum- 
ham,  Crawford,  Hall,  Higginbotham,  Hobait,  Johnston,  MoniaoBt 
Quigles,  Sheldon,  Smith  and  Tanner — 15. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amou,  Blackburn,  Cook,  For- 
ward, Garrason,  Hancock,  Henderson,  A.  E«  Maxwell,  Mitchdl  of 
Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ross,  Scott,  Shields  and  Waterston-IG. 

So  said  call  was  not  sustained,  and  Mr.  Speaker  decided  that  the 
bill  was  thereby  postponed  until  to-morrow — &om  which  an  i^ipeal 
beinff  taken,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  thereon  by  Meoors. 
Blackburn  and  Hobart    The  vote  was-* 

Yeas— Messrs.  Amou,  Bradwell,  Biran,  Collins,  Crawford,  For- 
ward, Grarrasoo,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  A.  £•  Max- 
well, Morrison,  Orerstreet,  Quigies,  Scott,  Shekkm,  Smith,  Tanner 
and  Waterst^m — 19. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  AlUsmi,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Hobait  and  Ross 
—6. 

So  the  decision  was  sustained. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  12th  clause  of  the  5th  ar- 
tide  of  the  Constituticm  of  this  State,  so  that  the  Judges  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts  shall  hold  their  offices  for  a  term  of  eight  years,  instead 
of  durinc  good  behavior,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  Mr.  Allison 
ofiered  the  following  amendment,  viz : 

7th  bne,  1st  section,  Mr.  Allison  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  8, 
in  the  line  of  the  section,  and  insert  the  word  6. 

Upon  which,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Allison 
and  Blackburn.    The  vote  was — 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Amou,  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Bumham, 
Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Henderson,  Hobajrt,  King,  Johnston, 
MitoheU  of  Jackson,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Tanner,  and  Waterston— -17. 

Nays — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bradwell^ 
Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Hancock,  Higginbotham,  A.  £•  Maxwell, 
Morrison,  Quigies,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  and  Smith — 16. 

So  said  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Allison  also  oflfered  the  following  amendment :  strike  out  the 
2d  section ;  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Bryan  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  the  first  amend- 
ment. Upon  which,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  cidled,  were  as  M* 
lows: 

Yeas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Banneraoan,  Bradwell,  Bjt- 
an,  Collins,  Crawford,  Forward,  Hall,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  A. 
£•  MaxweU,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigies,  Scott,  Sli^ldon,  Shields, 
and  Smith— 19. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Amou,  Blackbum,  Bumham,  Cook,  Gar- 
fason,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Hobait,  King,  Mitchell  of  Jackson, 
Tanner  and  Waterston — 18. 

So  said  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  upon  the  second  vote  adopting 
the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs*  AiUfloii 
and  Cook.    The  vote  was 

Yeas— Messrs.  AUison,  Amou,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Cook,  For- 
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\vaid,  Garrason,  Hancock,  HendenoOt  Hobart,  Kin^  Mitcliell  of 
JackBon,  Oventreet,  Ross,  Tanner  and  WatenUtt — 16. 

Nats — Mx.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannennan,  Bmdwell,  Biy^ 
an,  CoUins,  Crawferd,  Hall,  Hi^iinbethara,  Johnston,  A.  £•  Max- 
well, Morrison,  Quigles,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields  and  Smith — 17. 

So  said  amendment  was  lost 

Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  ^eight,"  up' 
on  which  the  jeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messts.  Blackburn  and 
Mitchell  of  Jacks<m,  were 

Teas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amou,  Blackburn,  Bnmham, 
Code,  Forward,  Grarrason,  Ebncock,  Henderson,  Hobart,  King, 
Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Scott  and  Waterston^lT. 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannennan,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Col- 
lins, Crawferd,  Hall,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  A.  £.  Matwell,  Mor- 
rison, Quigles,  Sheldon,  Shields,  So^  and  Tanner— 16» 

So  said  amendment  was  adopted^ 

On  a  motion  to  insert  **^  10"  the  yeas  and  nars  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Blackburn  and  Mitchell  of  Jackson*    The  vote  was 

Tbas — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Higginbotham,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Scott, 
and  Shel()on — 5, 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allison,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Black- 
bum,  Bradwell,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forwaid,  Gar- 
rason.  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Hobait,  Johnston,  King,  Mitchell 
of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross,  ShieUs,  Sinith, 
Tanner  and  Waterston — 21. 

So  said  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson  moved  to  insert  the  word  *^  £)ur,"  on 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Blackburn  and 
Hall,  were 

Tbas — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Amou,  Blackburn,  Bumham,  Cook,  For- 
ward, Garrason,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Hobait,  King,  Mitchell  of 
Jackson,  Overstreet,  Ross  and  Waterston — 15. 

Nays — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bannerman,  Bndwell,  Bry. 
an,  Collins,  Crawford,  Hall,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  A.  E.  Max- 
well, Morrison,  Quigles,  Scott,  ^Ubn,  ShieUs,  Smith  dc  Tannei^ia 

So  said  motion  was  lost 

On  modon  of  Mr.  Bndwell  to  postpone  further  consideration  6[ 
the  bill,  and  to  make  it  the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  Messrs.  Blackbum  and  Mitch* 
ell  of  Jackson,  were— 

Teas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrd.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannerman,  Brad- 
well, Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Crawford,  Garrason,  Johnston,  Mor- 
rison, Overstreet,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  and  Smithr^lG. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Blackburn,  Cook,  Forward,  Hall,  Hancock,  Hen- 
derson, Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of 
Jackson,  R^iss,  Tanner,  and  Waterston — 14. 

So  said  motion  was  carried,  and  the  bill  made  a  special  order  for 
lo-morrow. 

The  following  report  was  received : 

29 
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Tlie  Cbmralltea  on  Enrolled  DiUs,  lepoit  as  correctly  cmoUed*^ 

An  Act  to  autkorize  Nake  Jemigan  to  eatablish  a  feny  aorosi 
Pensacola  Bay,  fiom  Deier  Pbintover  to  the  City  of  Pensaoda ; 

An  Act  to  proride  a  salary  for  the  Quartermaster  General,  and 
for  otker  purposes ; 

An  Act  to  change  the  name  iji  James  Sindet,  of  the  county  of 
Monroe,  to  that  of  James  Tnnothy  WaiHcer ; 

Resokdons  relative  to  the  widows  and  cnrphans  of  those  who  ha^s 
died  in  defence  of  their  countiy  in  Mexico ; 

An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  estah* 
ViA  a  tarifiTof  fees,  approved  Fehraary  16th,  1884,  and  which  was- 
approved  December  27th,  1845,  and 

An  Act  to  dedare  and  make  the  citiaenship  of  the  keeper  or 
keepers  of  the  Live  Oak  Flantalioii,  opposite  to  the  City  of  Peasa* 
cola,  in  the  county  of  Escambia,  in  place  of  the  county  <£  Btaotan 
Rosa.  WILUAM  A.  FORWARD,  Chairwum. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  prescribe  the  fees  of  the  Attorney 
General  of  tius  State,  in  certain  cases,  was  read  a  third  time ;  ana 
on  die  question  of  its  passage,  die  vote  was-— 

Tbas — ^Messrs.  Amou,  l^nrward,  Hancock,  Hobart,  A.  E.  Max* 
wen,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Sheldon,  and  Shiekls— 8^ 

Nats — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs*  Aldrich,  Allison,  Bannennaii,  Bnult 
well,  Bryluti,  Bumham,  CoUins,  Co<^  Crawford,  Garrason,  Hall, 
Hemierson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  King,  Monison,  Overstreet, 
Quigles,  Ross,  Scott,  and  Waterston — ^22. 

So  said  bill  was  lost 

Senate  bill  endtled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  time  of  holding  elee* 
dons,  and  for  holding  regtdar  sessions  of  the  General  AsMinb^, 
was  read  a  thiid  time,  and,  on  modon,  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  endded  an  act  to  organize 
Courts  of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida,  approved  July  ^Stfa, 
1845,  was  read  a  third  time  ;  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage, 
IheTote  was — 

Ybas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baimermah,  Bradwell,  Bnndiam, 
Collins,  Crawford,  Johnston,  Monison,  Qtii^es,  and  SheMon-^lO. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amou/Blacfcbum,  CocA:,  For- 
ward, Garrason,  Ha]l,  Henderson,  Higgmbotham,  King,  A.  E.  Max- 
well, Ross,  Scott,  Tanner,  and  Watorston — 164 

80  said  bin  was  lost 

The  House  then  acgoumed  untH  9jl  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tbitssday,  Jan.  6, 1848. 

*fhe  House  met  pursuant  to  actjoumment,  and  the  roB  Mng  called 
diere  was  a  quorum  present 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Rudedge,  die  joumal^yestofday  was 
lead,  amended  and  approved. 

nix.  Quigles  o&red  a  resdutioo  reladve  to  the  puUication  of  the' 
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to  the  Cciurtitiitioii,  dmag  Ike  preieftt  aeMkm  of  (to 
OeBeial  ABs^oobly,  wUch  was  isad  and  oidoml  to  a  Mcewi  reaidiii^ 
tcMDorrow. 

Senate  lesolution  in  relation  to  draining  tbe  Evargladefl,  was  read 
second  time,  and  the  nile  being  waived,  read  third  time  and  passed* 

The  Mowing  reports  were  read  and  concurred  in. 
The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendmento  mf4^ 
by  the  Senate,  to  a  bill  entitled  an  act  (e  amend  an  act  to  (nroTide 
ibr  the  sale  of  the  lands  granted  to  the  State  for  the  puipose  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  the  Senate,  in  thmr  said  amendments,  provide  that  the  price 
of  said  lands  in  certain  cases,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit :  For  Jirst 
fualUy  land,  die  sum  of  <me  dollar  per  acre ;  fer  seetmd  qucdUy^ 
seventy-five  cents  per  acre ;  and  for  third  qudlUy^  fi%  cents  p^ 
acre. 

By  reference  to  the  6th  and  9th  sections  of  an  act  of  Congress^ 
approved  4th  September,  1841,  entitled  ^mk  act  I0  appropriiOe  ike 
proceeds  of  ^  sales  of  the  pubUc  landt^  and  to  grant  pre-emption 
rights" your  committee  find  Uierein  provided,  that  &e  kiids  gnuil^d 
to  this  State  for  internal  improvements,  shall  not  be  disposed  of  at  a 
price  less  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  vmtU  other- 
wise  authorized  by  a  law  of  the  VnUed  States.  Under  tliis  provision, 
<^  course,  the  amendments  would  be  fruitless.     Your  committee, 
therefore,  recommend  that  the  House  do  not  concur  in  the  said  amend- 
ments. WILLIAM  A.  FORWARD,  Chairman. 
THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 
JOHN  SCOTT, 
JOHN  TANNER. 
Tlie  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Messrs. 
Lloyd  dc  Flagg,  and  others,  merchants  of  the  city  of  Tallahassee, 
praying  that  the  General  Assembly  will  grant  a  charter  for  the 
estaUi^mient  of  a  Bank  in  this  State,  to  go  into  operation  so  soon 
as&e  capital  may  be  paid  in,  in  actual  specie,  having  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  beg  leave  to  report : 

The  petitioners  set  forth  in  their  petition  that  a  bank  of  one  hun* 
tired  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  established  under  the  restrictions  im- 
posed by  the  Constitution  of  our  State,  with  such  additional  terms  and 
restrictions  as  the  General  Assembly  may  deem  advisable,  would  bSM 
&cilities  for  business  which  cannot  be  obtained  from  anyaeencyor 
-agencies  of  other  banks  firom  the  neighboring  States,  and  womdat  the 
same  time  do  a  safe  and  profitable  business.  It  is  obvious  to  your 
^committee  that  a  paper  circulating  medium,  will  be  kept  afloat  in  this 
State,  notwithstanding  the  prejud^  of  the  people  against  banks,  and 
•although  we  have  no  banks  in  tho  State,  yet  bills  of  foreign  banks 
form  al  the  circulating  currency,  such  as  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  St. 
Marys,  small  ^  shin  phsters,"  known  as  ^'  Winter's  bank  paper," 
other  banks  of  Georsia,  South  Western  rail  road  bank  of  South  Car- 
olina, and  floating  bms  from  almost  every  State  in  the  Union.  There 
4Mpe  agencies  of  buiks  of  other  States  located  within  our  limits,  of 
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tfae  eolvencT  of  wbichyoorconmittee  have  no  knowledge,  nor 
your  committee  vMk  to  be  undentood  as  in  anj  manner  impeaching 
the  credit  thereof  but  agencies  do  not  redeem  their  bills  in  this  State, 
nor  are  they  subject  to  mmction  or  investigation,  by  either  a  Board 
of  DhectOTs  residing  widnn  the  State  or  by  any  constituted  author!* 
^within  it,  andbyUieir  operations  no  discounts  are  eflected,  but  they 
hnut  themselves,  as  your  committee  are  infimned,  to  exchange.  U 
will  readily  be  seen  that  all  the  profits  arising  from  the  operatioiis  of 
these  agencies  are  carried  out  or  the  State,  the  proceeds  of  our  ex* 
poitations  paid  abroad  to  their  order,  while  our  State  has  in  reCuni 
their  bills  as  its  only  circulating  currency.  If  the  mercantile  inter- 
ests of  our  country  require  a  paper  currency  to  aid  them  in  exchange, 
(and  it  seems  conceded  that  at  least  those  resident  in  Tallahassee 
and  some  other  cities  of  the  State,  do)  or  if  they  will  have  it  whether 
the  State  authorizes  a  bank  or  no,  then,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee, as  a  safe  guard  to  the  people  at  large,  a  bank  in  operation 
under  the  restriction  in^KMod  by  our  Constitution,  and  under  the  con- 
trol of  our  Legislature,  would  be  much  safer  and  better  than  the  bilk 
now  scattered  and  in  |^neral  circulation  throughout  the  State. 

It  is  true  as  the  petition  states  that  great  prejudices  prevail  in  the 
country  against  banking  institutions,  but  your  committee  are  df  the 
opinion,  that  the  people  would  not  object  to  an  institution,  managed 
by  proper  and  careful  officers,  and  by  the  terms  of  its  charter  made 
unquestionably  secure,  so  that  in  any  event  the  public  would  be  cer- 
tain in  the  payment  of  all  its  liabilities. 

From  the  dear  bought  experience  which  we  have  had  in  this  State, 
in  consequence  of  loosely  chartered  institutions  of  this  kind,  the 
General  Assembly  ought  to  be  able  to  frame  a  charter  effectually  pre- 
venting similar  disasters. 

Tbe  Constitution  contains  the  fellowing  restricticms,  viz : 

^  No  banking  corporation  shall  be  crefUed  or  continue,  which  is 
composed  <^  a  less  number  than  twenty  individuals,  a  majority  of 
whom  at  least  shall  be  residents  of  the  State ;  and  no  other  coipora- 
tion  shall  be  created  or  continue,  composed  of  a  less  number  than 
ten,  of  whom  at  least  five  shall  be  residents  of  this  State. 

**  No  bank  charter,  or  any  act  of  incorporation  granting  exclusive 
privileges,  shall  be  granted  fer  a  longer  period  Uian  twenty  years ; 
and  no  bank  charter  shall  ever  be  extended  or  renewed. 

^The  charters  of  banks  granted  by  the  General  Assemblv  diall 
restrict  such  banlLS  to  the  biuiness  or  exchange,  discount  and  deposit; 
and  they  shall  not  specuhite  or  deal  in  real  estate,  or  the  stoc^  of 
other  coiporations  or  associations,  or  in  merchandize  or  chattels,  or 
be  concerned  in  Insurance,  Manufecturing,  exporting  or  imp<»tation, 
except  <^  bidlkm  or  specie;  shall  not  act  as  Trustee  in  anywise,  nor 
shall  they  own  real  estate  or  chattels,  except  such  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary fer  Uieir  actual  use  in  the  transaction  of  business,  or  vi^uch  may 
be  pled^  as  further  security,  or  received  towards,  or  in  sati^ustioii 
of  oreviously  contracted  debts,  or  purchased  at  legal  sales,  to  mtkfy 
such  debts;  of  which  they  shall  be  required  to  make  sale  widrfn  two 
years  after  the  acquisitioii  thereof! 
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^  The  capital  stock  of  any  bank,  shall  not  be  less  than  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  shall  be  created  only  bj  the  actual  pay- 
ment of  specie  therein ;  and  no  bank  shall  borrow  money  to  create 
or  add  to  its  capital,  or  to  conduct  its  business,  and  no  loans  shall  be 
made  on  stock, 

^  All  liabilities  of  such  banks,  shall  be  payable  in  specie,  and  the 
aggregate  of  the  liabilities  and  issues  of  a  bank,  shall  at  no  time 
exceed  double  the  amount  of  its  capital  and  stock  paid  in. 

*'No  bank  shall  make  a  note  or  security  of  any  kind  for  a  smaller 
sum  than  ^ve  dollars ;  and  the  Grcneral  Assembly  may  increase  suck 
restriction  to  twenty  dollars, 

*'  No  dividends  of  profits  exceeding  ten  per  centum  per  annum  on 
the  capital  stock  paid  in,  shall  be  made,  but  all  profits  over  ton  per 
centum,  per  annum,  shall  be  set  apart  and  retained  as  a  safety  fimd. 

^  Stockholders,  in  a  bank,  when  an  act  of  forfeiture  of  its  charter 
is  conmiitted,  or  when  it  is  dissolved  or  expires,  shall  be  individually 
and  severally  liable  for  the  payment  of  all  its  debts,  in  proportion  to 
the  sUxk  owned  by  each. 

'^  Banks  shall  be  open  to  inspection,  under  such  regulations,  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  law ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  &e  Governor 
to  appoint  a  person  or  persons,  not  connected  in  any  manner,  with 
any  bank  in  the  Stato,  to  examine  at  least  once  a  year,  into  their 
state  and  condition ;  and  the  officers  of  every  bank,  shall  make  quar- 
terly returns  to  the  Governor,  of  its  state  and  condition,  and  the 
names  of  the  stockholders,  and  shares  held  by  each. 

*'Non  user  for  the  space  of  one  year,  or  any  act  of  a  corporation, 
or  those  having  the  control  and  management  thereof  or  intrusted 
therewith,  inconsistent  with,  or  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Constitotion,  or  of  its  charters,  shall  cause  its  forfeiture ;  and  the 
General  Assembly  shall  by  general  law,  provide  a  summary  process 
for  the  sequestration  of  its  effects  and  assets,  the  appointment  of  offi- 
cers to  settle  its  affiiirs,  and  no  forfeited  charter  shall  be  restored. 
The  foregoing  provision  shall  not  be  construed,  to  prevent  the  Gen^ 
eral  Assembly  firom  imposing  other  restrictions  and  provisions,  in  the 
creation  of  corporations." 

To  which  yourcommittee  would  recommend  the  General  Assembly 
to  provide  for  the  holding  personally  responsible  each  and  every 
stockholder  of  the  institution,  for  the  liabilities  thereof  and  that  from 
the  profits  thereof  a  liberal  bonus  be  paid  to  the  State  in  aid  of  com- 
mon schools. 

It  is  now  so  late  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  drail  a  charter  and 
pass  it  at  this  session.  Your  committee  would  therefore  recommend 
a  postoonementofthefiirther  consideration  of  this  subject,  and  re- 
spe^fully  suggest  to  the  petitioners  the  propriety  of  drawing  up  a 
charter  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution,  and  such  other  views 
and  suggestions  as  are  expressed  in  this  report,  and  that  they  publish 
the  same  in  one  or  more  newspapers,  so  that  the  pec^le  throughout 
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the  State  may  be  convenaat  wilh  its  proTiiiens.    Bj  douig  tOi  (he 
next  Geaeral  Assembly  will  be  prepared  to  act  aoco^dingly. 

W.  M.  MAXWELL*  ChainuB. 
WILUAM  A,  FORWARD, 
B.  J.  J.  MITCHELL, 
A.  E.  MAXWELL, 
The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  resolutioas  of  tbs 

State  of  Virginia,  relative  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  beg  leave  19 

lepert: 

That  the  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Viigiida,  appear  to  your  cooh 
mittee  to  speak  forth  the  sentiments  of  the  entire  South  on  this  sob* 
ject,  and  commend  themselves  to  our  approvaL 

But,  inasmuch  as  this  General  Assembly  has  already  expressed  its 
sentiments  at  length  on  this  subject,  your  committee  do  not  recom-> 
mend  any  reiteration  of  these  views ;  yet,  in  order  to  signify  oar 
entire  acquiescence  in  the  spirit  and  feelings  of  the  South  on  this  sob* 
ject,  recommend  that  His  Excellency  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the 
Governor  of  each  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  a  copy  of  die  several 
resolutions  passed  on  this  subject  by  this  Greneral  Assembly,  at  its 
present  session.    All  which  is  respect^y  submitted. 

THOMAS  H.  HAGNER, 
LOUIS  ALDRICfl, 
WILLIAM  A.  FORWARD, 
A.  K.  ALLISON. 

The  cemmittee  of  conference  appointed  by  this  House  to  conte 
with  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  upon  the  diMr 
greeing  rotes  of  the  two  Houses,  upon  the  substitute  entitled  ^^  An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  common  schools,"  adopted 
by  this  House  in  lieu  of  the  Senate  bill,  and  which  substitute  was 
afterwards  rejected  by  the  Senate ;  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report: 

That  your  committee  met  the  Senate  committee  at  a  time  and 
place  appointed  by  them,  and  your  committee  had  hoped  that  the 
committees  would  come  to  some  terms  of  accommodation  upon 
this  most  important  matter.  The  House  had  adopted  this  substi* 
tute  and  the  Senate  having  rejected  it,  four  committee  considered 
this  was  ^'  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  ttoo  Houses,"  upon  which  the 
committee  were  to  confer,  yet  the  Senate  committee  offered  no 
terms  of  accommodation,  and  your  committee  retired  after  fruitless 
eflbrt,  fully  satisfied  that  nothing  can  be  done  to  produce  united 
action  of  the  two  Houses.  Tour  committee  have  this  morning  seen 
in  the  journal  of  the  Senate  an  argument  against  the  House  biU, 
but  your  committee  must  say  that  no  such  objections  were  nrged 
in  committee.  Your  committee  do  not  esteem  this  the  prcmer  oc- 
casion to  animadvert  upon  the  defects  of  that  bill  from  the  Senate, 
for  which  the  House  bill  was  substituted,  noi  will  they  in  this  I6t> 
pect  follow  any  example  which  a  sense  of  propriety  does  not,  in 
their  opinion,  sanction.  Neither  will  your  Committee  say  any* 
thing  to  commend  the  House  bill,  a  measure  upon  which  tae 
time  and  labor  of  this  House  was  expended,  as  your  committee 
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tbiiik,  to  freat  ad?aiitage.  Your  committee  wooid  recommend 
tbftt  the  two  bills,  as  well  that  of  the  Senate  as  that  of  the  House, 
be  appended  to  the  journals  of  this  House,  and  also  in  pamphlet 
form,  for  general  distribution.  The  two  systems  will  thus  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people,  and  that  appeal  will,  we  doubt  not,  be  produc- 
tiye  of  infinite  benefit  and  advantage  to  the  great  cause  of  education. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  A.  FORWARD,  Chairman. 

A.  E.  MAXWELL, 

B.  J.  J.  MITCHELL, 
THOMAS  H.  HAGNER.  • 

The  foUowing  message  firom  the  Senate  was  read  i 

Sbnatb  Chakbbs,  January  5,  1<847. 
The  Hon*  Speaker  of  ike  House  of  Representatioes : 

Sis  :  The  Senate  insists  upon  its  apiendments  to  House  bill  en- 
titled an  act  to  make  valid  the  proceedings  of  sundry  persons,  ccnmnis- 
iioned  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  this  State. 

Respectfiilly,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y  Senate. 

And  the  House  receded  firom  its  disagreement  to  said  amendments 
end  concurred  therein. 

The  bill  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

Senate  bill  entided  An  Act  to  ascertain  the  number  of  white  chil-^ 
<ben  between  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  years,  and  to  obtain  infbr- 
nalKm  respecting  the  Common  School  Fund,  was  read,  and  ordered" 
to  a  second  rea^ig  to-morrow. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  change  the  names  of  certain  persons 
therein  mentioned,  was  read  and  ordered  to  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  Act  regulating  the  fees  of  Notariies  PuUie 
in  the  State  of  Florida,  was  read  and  ordered*  to  second  reading  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  the  rule  was  waived,  and 
he  introduced  Resolution  relative  to  the  Printing  of  certain  SchooF 
Bills,  which  were  read,  and  the  rule  being  waiv^  read  second  anci 
diird  times  and  passed. 

The followmg  were  read: 

Senate  Chaxbes,  January  5, 1848. 
Hon*  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represenuaives : 

Sib  :  The  Senate  has  rejected  enclosed  House  bill,  viz : 

Bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Trustees  of  TownaUp  i;. 
Range  1,  South  and  East,  in  the  county  of  Leon ; 

Bui  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  amendatory  of  the  criminaS 
laws  now  in  force  in  this  State,  apMoved  January  4,  1847. 

Re8|>ectfiiUy,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'^  Siuuae. 

Senate  Chakbbb,  January  5, 1848* 
JOim.  Spemher  of  tie  House  of  RepresenioHves : 

Snt :  The  Senate  has  rejected  House  preamble  and  resohttions,  iHi 
regard  to  the  existing  wu*  with  Mexico. 

Respectfiilly,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  8ec^  SemOt^ 
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House  resolution  relative  to  the  payment  of  Capt.  Wm.  Paytie*^ 
Company,  were  returned  from  the  Senate,  having  passed  that  bo^ 
Jan.  5th,  1648,  and  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  following  was  read : 

Senate  Chambeb,  January  5,  1848. 
Han.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresentaUves : 

Sis  :  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  require  the  county  commis- 
sioners in  the  several  counties  of  this  State  to  examine  and  allow 
accounts  of  clerks  and  sheriffs  against  the  State,  has  been  indefi* 
nitely  postponed  by  the  Senate. 

RespectfoUy,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y  Senate. 

House  resolution  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  United  States  Land 
Office  from  Newnajisville  to  Ocala,  was  returned  firom  Senate,  having 
passed  that  body  Jan.  5th,  1848,  and  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

House  bills  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  the  time  of  holding  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts  in  the  Middle  Circuity  and 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  location  of  the  County  Site  of  Calhoun 
county,  and 

Preamble  and  Resolutions  requesting  our  members  in  Congress  to 

Erocure  the  passage  of  an  act  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  Public  Lancb 
1  this  State,  and 

Resolutions  requesting  our  Senators  and  Representative  in  Con- 
gress, to  procure  copies  of  all  the  surveys  and  reports  made  thereon, 
of  Canal  and  Rail  Road  routes  in  Florida,  by  the  United  States  gov. 
emment,  for  the  use  of  this  State,  were  returned,  having  passed  that 
bodv,  Jan.  5th,  1848. 

The  ibllowing  messages  from  Senate  were  read : 

Senate  Chakbbb,  January  5,  1848. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  ike  House  of  Representatives : 

Sis  :  The  Senate  has  passed  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
the  criminal  laws  now  in  force  in  this  State,  with  the  following 
amendments,  vi2 : 

Strike  out  of  the  first  section,  the  words,  ^or  any  church,  meeting 
house,  college,  academy,  court  houses,  jail,  or  other  public  building, 
erected  for  public  use ;"  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  the  following,  vix : 

''  Sec  3.  Be  it  further  eiUM^ci,  That,  if  any  person  shall  wilfully 
and  maliciously  bum,  or  cause  to  be  burned,  or  aid,  assist  in,  coun- 
sel, procure,  or  consent  to  the  burning,  or  shall  set  fire  to,  or  aid,  as- 
sist in,  counsel,  procure,  or  consent  to,  the  setting  fire  to,  with  intent 
to  bum  any  court  houses,  jail,  church,  meeting  houses,  colleges,  acad- 
emy, or  other  building,  erected  for  public  uses,  or  in  which  State  or 
county  records,  or  o&er  public  property,  is  lawfolly  and  publicly 
kept$  such  person  shaU  be  deemed  gui%  otfeUmy ;  and  shall,  on 
conviction,  be  punished,  by  standinff  in  the  piUory  one  hour,  and  by 
fine  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  nor  less  than  one  Uiounnd 
dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  five  years,  nor  less  dian 
one  year,  at  the  discretion  of  the  jury." 

Strike  out  ^*  five  years,"  in  the  first  section,  and  insert  in  Ueii 
thereof  ^two  years,  nor  less  than  six  months." 
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lii6feo( '*  <m6  year,  noff  kM  than  foar  months.'' 

ABwnd  4th  tccttem  by  addiag,  aftnr  dia  word  ^  o£biic««»"  in  lina 
9,  ^  mefllioned  in  the  tai  and  eecond  sectidaB  of  thie  act ;"  and  bf 
addmg,  at  the  end  of  said  section  4,  the  following  t  '*  and  i^  any 
otiored  peoon,  free  negfo»  mulatto,  or  slaret  shall  be  oonricted  at 
the  o&nee  or  oflbnces,  mentioned  in  the  dd  section  of  this  act,  hm 
shaU  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall  be  punished  ^y  whi|^ngt 
BOl  exceeding  one  bandied  lashes,  and  by  havW  his  eiUEs  nailed  to 
pests,  there  to  stand  fix  half  an  hour— and  if  a  urea  cokwed  persM, 
ne  or  she  shall  hereby  pay  the  expense  of  the  pvosecitfioB,  or  be  aoU 
to  sernoe^  l(Hr  that  porpoee*" 

Make  8d  and  4th  secticms  of  said  bill  4th  and  0th  aecfiant«. 

The  oonourrence  of  the  House  is  requested. 

Respectfidly,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'p  Senate 

Sbic ATB  Chambbb,  Januaij  5f  184d. 
Hon  Speaker  of  Ae  Houae  rf  Bepreaentaiivei : 

Sn :  The  Senate  has  passed  House  bill  entitled  an  act  relative 
to  Judges  of  Probates,  County  Commissioners,  andSher^  with  the 
following  amendments : 

.    Strike  out  the  words,  **  intemipt  their  business,  or,*'  in  the  first 
section. 

Add  the  words,  ^  fit>m  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,**  after  the 
word  **  that,**  in  the  first  line  of  the  third  section. 

In  which  the  Senate  asks  the  concurrence  of  die  House. 

Respectfully,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec*y  Senate. 

Hie  amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the  biUs  (Mpdered  to  be 
enrolled. 

House  resolution  relative  to  Lands  which  have  reverted  back  to 
the  General  Crovemment,  under  die  Aimed  Occmtion  Act-^and  in 
tegard  to  the  eight  Sections  of  Land  grants  to  Plotida  fi>r  the  fixing 
of  a  Seat  of  Government,  were  returned  from  die  Senate,  having 
passed  that  body,  Jan.  5th,  1848,  and  ordered!  to  be  ennrfled. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  James  C.  Johnson  and 
Haman  High,  was  read,  and  die  rule  being  waiv^  toud  second  and 
third  times,  and  on  the  quesdon  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was—* 

Yeas— *Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich^  Bannerman,  Bkdcbum^ 
Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Co<^  Crawford,  Forward,  Gar* 
rason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  EUgginbotham,  HolMtrt, 
Johnston,  Ring,  A.  B.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell  Mitchell  of  Jack- 
son,  MitcheU  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quiji^eft,  Ross,  Shidds, 
Smith,  Tanner  and  Water8ton-^2.  - 

Nats— None. 

So  said  bin  passed— 4ide  as  stated* 

Tie  following  was  read : 

SsNATE  CitAilBtm,  J^nuaiy  5,  1848. 
Aim.  Speaker  of  the  Jtoiue  of 
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tmendineiits,  viz : 

fkxMad  ttt^  tid^^  by  fciflteg,  idint  Hi^  irori  **E4uwaJiui,**  tw  toL 
tows ;  **.and  Ibf  other  forpooes^*^  and  aM  iha  Coikfwitkg,  as  Iha  tldri 
e^on  of  «aid  bBI  t 

Sec.  9.  J9e  ft  ybrt^k^r  emtcUd,  Tliat  tfio  swi  of  two  hoafctwl  M» 
Iktv  be,  tttid  ^e  same  b  hereby,  ftppropriated,  oot  <£  aay  noaay  la 
~       ""  " ^UioO^ 


tiie  State  T^aikmtT,  to  be  dfebursed  under  ^  direaioii  ^  t 
Omor,  an)  aihis  mseretkm,  in  bij^diiig  a  privy  wityft  tte  i 
of  the  eapStol  grotmds  at  Tattshaesee^ 

The  concurrence  of  the  Hoose  is  ie<|Qe«te4* 

RespecdbDy,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  8ee>  { 

ITpoii^  adoption  of  whicb  imiendmeHt  fhe yeas  and  nay*  w%n 
ealled  by  Messrs.  Mitchell  of  Jttcksoii,  and  HalL    The  i^ole  wa»-^ 

Tbas— Mr.  Smith — 1. 

NAYi-**Miv  SpeakoR,  Menrs.  jihhidi,  Allison,  BannerawB,  Black- 
bum,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumhaiii,  Ooliiiis,  Code,  Crawford,  Forwamj^ 
Gffniuion,  Hameert  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  H^^giabo&am,  Ho* 
bifft,KinA,Joto6«on,  A«  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  MasweU,  Mitchell  of 
Jadcson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe^  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles*  Eoa% 
Sheldon,  Shielde,  Tanner,  and  WiUeiston-^dd. 

So'said  amendments  were  not  concurred  in. 

The  bill  eoti^  An^Acttaoi^gaiiize  the  Florida  Catilier^  waaiead 
third  time,  and  the  select  committee,  consisting  d  Messrs.  AlKwm, 
Johnston,  and  ShieldiB»  was  appointed  to  inquire,  if  the  notioe  re- 
<;piired  by  the  Genstiftution  had  baen  given,  report : 

That  they  find,  upon  examination  of  the  notice  of  intention  te«o^ 
ply  to  the  General  Assembly  for  an  act  of  iacorporatioa  fiir  aaJd 
cempany,  has  not  been  published  thcee  months  immediately  {ureceding 
Uiis  session,  as  required  by  the  Constitution,  and,  therefi>re,  it  is  not 
coiqpetent  &m  this  GeneiaA  Assembly  to  pass  the  bill  tmder  cooside* 
mtiom  A.  E.  ALLISON, 

SAS.  h.  SHIELDS* 
M.  M.  JOHNSTON* 

On  motioii  of  Mc  Allison,  it  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  safe  of  the  Sixteenth 
Section  granted  by  Congress  to  the  State,  for  the  support  of  Cbmmoa 
Schools,  and  &r  conaolidating  the  School  Fund,  was  readj^eccod  tioM^ 
and  on  moti^m  indefinitely  postponed. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  tweUlIi  clause  of  the  SSk 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  so  that  the  Judges  of  ths  Cir* 
ouit  Courts  shall  hold  their  offices  for  a  t^rm  of  eight  years,  instead  oT 
during  good  beha^4our,  vnas  taken  up,  and  a  motion  was  made  to  insert 
the  word  '^ight,''  where  it  was  yesterday  stricken  out|  which  wes  car- 
ried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradwell,  the  vote  of  yesterday  striking  out  the 
twentieth  section  was  reconsidered,  and  said  section  retained. 

Mr.  Blackburn  offered  tte  following  amei^hnent': 

Add,  «t  the  end  t»F  the  2d  section,  "^eath  'jtidge  to  be  assignsd  to 
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On  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  second  sectioot  tbay%M  and  W^Wibm 
«aUedbjMdtar^Bbcldbmia9dH#U.    Th#  vote  w«9-r<* 

Ybas — Messrs.  Allison,  Blackburn,  Cook,  P(|i<vavd»  GamMSt 
HuKoek,  Hobaii,  MitolMtt  of  iMhsooi  Miti(bsiU^illanmwI(Q«iaiid 
ttiieUB— 11. 

Nats — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldriolv  BMMieiwsaw>  fl^ltdwdU,  9ig^ 
aji,  Bnrnham,  CoUins,  CmiHM,  Ha^pMr,  Hill,  HeadewoiK  Hoggin* 
botham,  Johnston,  King,  A.  £•  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrisoa, 
Overstreet,  Quigles,  SheMon,  Smith,  Tanner  and  Waterston^— 29. 

So  said  motion  was  lost 

Ontiie-queslion^lhe]iassa9eof^faitttheiMCevB»^  ^ 

Tbas — Mr.  Spoalcei!,  Messrs.  AJdridi,  Attis«n,  Ameu^  Baanttnmi, 
Bndwell,  Bryan,  Burnliam,  Co&ins,  Cook,  Cbrawfeidf  HapervHal, 
Huncock,  Henderson,  Hig9inlMidi8m,Hobaart,ioiBttton,l&M[,  A»  E. 
Maxwell,  W.  M.  MaxweC^MMi^  <^  Jackson,  MiiokerofMoniM, 
Monrison,  OversHwst,  Quigies,  Ross,  Shddon,  8iueMs»  flMatii»  Tsaatff 
and  Waterston — 99. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bhdcbam,  Forwwrd  and  OasiasonK^A 

8o  said  bifi  passed  — title  as  stetad.. 

The  bill  entMed  An  Act  toMthorlzeTho.  L.  Baimsloceotej^a 
town  lot  in  the  town  of  Qumcy,  Florida,  was  read  third  time,  aid^ 
(he  question  of  its  passage,  dM  Tete  wa»^ 

Teas — Messrs.  Aldnoh,  Alltson,  Amou,  Bammnnan,  Bnrfweli, 
BiffiAam,  OfiUins,  Crawford,  Forwajni,  Oaanrason,  Hall,  Henibrffii^ 
Johnston,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Oy&jfMts^Oi 
QaMeB,  Shiekls  and  Smith— 20. 

NAT»-*-Mr.  Speaker,  Me«M.  Hi^gner,  Hancfitk,  King^  fto«9«nd 
Waterston— 6. 

So  said  bill  pa8sed---*title  as  stated.      . 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  the  benefit  of  die  SaripJuriden  cfd^e 
late  Territory  of  Florida,  was  read,  and  p»i£«ga  motion  te  lny  k  A 
A»  table,^  House  took  a  vecess  nntfl  2^  o'clod^  P.  M. 


HALF  PAST  TWO  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  the  pfMsage  of  i^  law, 
0UKt&og  to  raSfoad  compftnieB  hereafter  to  be  chaiteied,  eveij  ^ter- 
nate  section  of  public  land  over  which  such  raUfpad  maj  pasif,  w^pre 
sead  a  thiid  time  and  lost 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  seyeral  acts  to  xa^  ^ 
fovelitie  for  thiaf  State,  apfMroved  July  24(b»  IM^i^^s  jead  a  s^iieond 
tanle ;  and  on  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table*  the  ye^s  and  nays  weie 
«aUed»  and  were, 

YffiAS'— Mesins.  AUison,  Amoui  Banneiman,  Bliiekbi^nf  Bradw^)!, 
Ciawfoid,  Hall,  JUnceck,  Johnston,  Mitchell  pf  Jacbipo*  Bj^iV^j^U 
of  Monroe,  Memsot),  Ovc^str^Mi  9c«tt,  9mA^  find  Tm^ei^^id. 

K^i^-nMft  0p^ifcsv,  Umm  MdrMb  Qnmb  ^B^mliaiiit  ^QoUins, 
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Ccdk,  Fdrwtid,  Gftmwn,  H^fMr,  H^sfamm,  HiggWiidnn,  Jb- 
bait,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  Rms,  and  ShekloiH— 16. 

So  saM  modon  'was  lo0t. 

On  motion,  the  Hottse  dien  leiolyed  itaelf  into  Coirihilttee  of  tlw 
Whole,  upon  said  Inll. 

After  some  consideration,  the  comnittee  roae,  and  by  tlieir  ohaiiw 
man,  Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  reported  progresst  and  asked  leaire  lo 
-flit  again ;  whidi  was  concurred  in. 

'Ae  House  then  took  a  recess  imtil  6jt  o'clock. 


6i  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  and  again  wei^  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  ujpoa 
die  biU  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  several  a^^ts  to  raise  a  ReTonue 
fbr  the  State,  approred  July  24th,  1845^  and  Dec.  2701, 1845» 
•'  After  some  consideration,  the  Committee  rose,  and  bjtheir  Chais- 
BMUi,  Mr.  MttdMll  of  Jackson,  reported  the  bill  with  amendments 
on  c(»currence  in  which  report,  the  jeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs  Blackburn  and  Bradwell.     Hie  vote  was — 

Tbas-^Mt.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Akhich,  Bryan,  Bun^iaoi,  Cook, 
Ciawford,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Kinff,  MiteheD 
of  Mbaroe,  Quigles,  Scott,  SheUon,  Smith,  Tanner  and  Watenton 
—Id. 

*  Nats — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Amou,  Bannermsa,  Blackbtttn,  Bradwell, 
Odiins,  Forward.  Hall,  Hobart,  Johnston,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M. 
Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jadtson,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Ross  and  Ti^- 
lor— 17. 

So  said  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  modon  for  the  indefinite  pos^pmiement,  the  yeas  and  nays  wers 
called  by  Messrs.  Taidor  and  Bradwell.    The  vote  .was—* 

YsAS-^Messrs.  AUison,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Bladcbum,  Bradwell, 
0<^lins,  Hobart,  -Johnstmi,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jactoon, 
Morrison,  and  Tftyloi^— 12. 

Nats — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrkh,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Cook 
Cra^prford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson, 
A.  E.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Orerstreet,  Quizes,  Roes,  Scott, 
Sheldon,  Smith,  Tanner  and  Waterston — ^23. 

So  said  modon  was  lost. 

The  bifl  was  read  a  second  time,  and  Mr.  Forward  oflfored  die  fid* 
lonnng  amendment : 

Mr.  Forward  mores  to  strike  out  the  second  section  and  insert  m 
lieu  thereof — 

Sec.  2.  Be  UJwrffier  eruuiedy  That  hereafler,  aU  lands  subject  to 
taxation  in  diis  State,  shall  be  assessed  according  to  the  intrteia 
Talue  thereof  and  a  tax  of  thirty  cents  upon  oTely  one  hundred  dol* 
lars  yalue  thereof  shall  be  collected,  to  be  assessed  and  jo^S^  ^ 
by  the  owners,  agents,  or  attorneys  thereof  upon  oath,  aoooiraig  to 
the  principles  laid  down  in  the  dd  section  of  this  act 

Sec  8.  BeUfurOer  muted^  That  hereafter^  all  lands  in  this 
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iWto  iBbieet  40  laxatMm,  sot  asflesaed  aad  gi^ea  in  by  liie  ow&ef  or 
agent  or  sttonvBy'^red^  shall  be  valued  aoc<nding  to  tbeir  intrimitt 
valoey  and  a  tax  d*  thirty  eents  upon  every  one  hundred  doUkrs  valui 
IkerjBofahaUbeMiefleedbjthearaessorof  the  several  ooontiesy  vAiOf 
in  declaring  the  value  thereof  shall  take  into  consideration  the  ina- 
piovements  on  said  lands,  also  th^  pvoxsnity  to  navigation  as  vfeU  as 
their  contiguity  to  any  cityt  town,  or  village,  or  road,  or  any  other  cir- 
cnmslance  that  nmy  tend  to  enfaance  the  ^ne  of  said  land;  andif  in^ 
the  judgment  of  said  assesses  there  shall  be  a  difference  in  the  value 
of  dififerent  parcels  of  any  one  tract  of  land,  they  are  hereby  reqiured 
to  make  such  subdivision  as  d^y  may  lUdnk  advisable  or  necessary, 
toftitive  at  the  intrinsic  value  thereo£ 

UpoA  which,  a  call  wha  made  for  the  previous  question^  and  dbe 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs,  Blackbcon  and  Hagn^.  The 
vote  was— 

Ybas-— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Amou,  Bryan,  Bumhiun,  Collins, 
Cook,  Crawford,  Kinff,  and  Tanner— 9. 

Nats — Messrs.  Ailison,  Bannerman,  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  Gar- 
jrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Hofaart,  Johnston,  A. 
E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jai^son,  Mitchell  of  Mon- 
roe,  Overstreet,  Q«gles,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Taykir,  and 
Waterstwii— .23. 

So  sakl  call  was  not  sustained,  and  the  amendm^it  and  bill  thereby 
poetooned  for  to-morrow. 

liie  House  then  adjourned  until  9|  o'clock  to-morrow* 


Fbidat,  Jan.  7, 1848. 

The  House  met,  and  after  prayer  by  the  Rev.  F.  H.  Rutledge. 
D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  amended,  wad 
approved. 

Mr.  HobJEut  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  yesterday  taken,  i;q>on 
pfoaniible  and  resokitiQns  relative  to  the  passage  of  a  law,  panting 
railroad  companies  hereafter  to  be  chartered,  every  alternate  section 
of  public  land  over  which  such  railroad  may  pass ;  which  was  car- 
ried, and  the  preamUe  and  resohitions  paMod* 

(hi  motion  of  Mr.  Hagner,  it  wft»-^     ^ 

Orderedj  That  the  printer  of  this  Honse  aopend  to  the  Journals  of, 
this  Heme,  at  its  present  sesrion,  the  two  oiUs  to  provide  for  the 
•stablislonent  of  common  schools,  as  weM  that  passed  by  the  Senate 
as  that  passed  by  this  House. 

Mr.  Aldricht  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  Public 
Accounts,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  duty  of  drafting  an  appiPO* 
prkUion  bill,  reported  one  entitled  an  act  making  appfopriation  in 
part  for  tiie  8upp<nt  of  the  State  Government,  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  dlst  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1848^  and  to  supply itefk:ienci0s 
unpaid  during  the  last  fiscal  year ;  which  vras  read ;  and,  the  ruk 
being  waived,  read  a  second  and  third  times ;  and  on  the  ipiestion 
of  its  passage,  the  vole  was, 
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YnMM^m.  Bpmkmr,  Mmbm.  AkkMi  ItowinOTia,  Bwmimdk 
Btftn,  Btinkaoi,  CoUist,  Gook,  Cflsw&ni  GMrawm,  Hancc,  U^ 
BMCMk^  HenderwM,  Miii0lo»»  King,  A.  E.  MaxweU^  W.  M.  Mta^ 
wtt,  Morraoo,  Orentioet,  Qniglet^  Bom»  Bc^  HhMtm,  T^^ktk 
iMd  WatwHon    M. 

Nat»^Mi*.  MHchett  of  Jaduott-^U 

So  atod  biil  paMed-^Oe  as  staled. 

biU  etttkfed  aa  act  lo  in^MOfia  liia  navigatioii  of  tka  fii^ 


Mr.  AMiMm  ofined  the  ftttowkig  aaendmaBl : 

Provided,  That  the  provisiona  efthb  aci  shall  he,  ind  Ihfyaia 
knrebf  idade  afiplicaUe  to  the  Ocktoelm^nTen  aa  Ar  aa  mmj  ba^ 
hf  persons  desmos  of  araUiiigtheiiiselTeaof  the  heiwfiltharea^fliai 
fai  ttie  clerk's  offices  of  the  counties  of  Gadsden,  Leon  and  Wahdkv 
asBEtiflcatesof  their  intention  thereof  w  the  aamaiMMtteraapaeaaribed 
In  the  foregoing  part  of  this  seetionf  in  ralM><^B  la  tha  conntisa  of 
Madison,  Colombia  and  Hamilton. 

Whkh  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson  offered  the  fi^wing  ameadmeat : 

Sec  Id.  That  said  company  shall,  on  corameactng  haainfiBSt  pdi> 
lish  in  at  least  four  newspapers  of  this  State,  the  rules  and  regnktioaui 
whksh  shall  govern  them  in  transacting  the  busineas  cf  said  aon^MU 
nj,  and  also  to  publish  from  time  to  time  all  amendmmte  which  aaqr 
be  made  to  said  ndes  and  regulations,  and  said  ndea  and  regulalSoiia 
shall  in  no  case  be  binding  until  so  published. 

Which  was  lost 

Mr.  Hagner  moved  that  the  time  of  exclusive  right  be  limited  to  9 
jraars. 

Which  was  also  lost. 

Mr.  Bradwell  offered  the  following  amendment : 

After  the  wont  •'river"  in  the  15th  line  of  the  Sdeaetioii,  insert— 
"^hr  the  space  and  term  of  twelve  years  after  aook  obsti ttisM aiaJl 
teve  been  removed." 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Mitchell  of  Jackson  ofiered  the  fofiowiag : 

4th  line,  Ist  sec.  after  the  wofds  this  CMf,  ^  of  navigattar  aaid  river 
with  steamboats  only— and  that  poleboats  and  baigea  ahJl  be  aflbw. 
«d  to  navigate  the  saki  river  free  of  all  ehai^ges  by  aaid  coanpaay.* 

Upon  iHuch  the  yeas  and  nays  wwe  oatted  by  Mesflra.  Ifilehdiaf 
Jackson  and  Quigles.    The  vote  was 

Yba»— Messrs.  Avnou,  Bumham,  Hagner,- A.  £•  Maxwell,  Mitch* 
liB  of  Jackson  atid  Qnigles — 6. 

Nats — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allison,  Bannerman,  BradwvU,  Bij* 
Vi,  Cook,  Crawford,  Ganrason,  Hancook,llMMlersoa,  Johnalon,  King, 
W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overatreet,  iUaa,  SliekU,  Smidi,  Tin- 
aer,  Taylor  and  Waterstof^-^l. 

So  said  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Allison  oflfered  the  following  j 
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Eb*.  14.  4!li  *  ^Mbflr^  emtM,  TkA  noOitng  herein  contaiiied 
diall  be  so  constrtied  m  to  pemiA  said  asaoci^tioB  at  any  time  tt 
Older  W0J  okeodMlaacee,  to  inteifere  in  «&j  manner  wkatover  with 
wmf  bcidfle  or  tyridges'that  naj  he  now  edaldislied  er  that  hereater 
may  be  directed  to  be  established  by  the  prtyer  aMthffitias jwreaa A» 

Whkh  wae  adopted. 

On  a  motion  to  waive  the  nde  that  th^  hill  m|^  be  Mad  «  thiii 
time  4ie  yeas  and  nays  beuig  oalled 

The  vote  was 

Ym*i^*rMe8sra.  AlBsiM^  Bonnerman,  Blackbiini,  Bnuh^U,  Bryant 
Cdlins,  Crawford,  Garrason,  Hall,  Henderson,  Higginbotbam,  John* 
ston,  Kin^  W«  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Ross,  SheldcHit 
Shields,  Smith,  Tanner  and  Taylor^22. 

Nats— ^^ieasrs.  Amou,  Buniham,  Forward,  Hagner,  Hancock, 
Hobart,  A.  £m  Maxweti,  Mitchell  of  Jacksoi^  Quigles,  and  Water* 
iton^lO. 

So  said  motion  was  lost,  there  not  being  a  majority  of  four  ifihsi 
a«d  the  ammidoi^Mts  ordered  to  be  engpnossed  for  a  tiurd  leadiqg  with 
the  bill,  as  a  special  order,  to-morrow. 

House  biH  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  pvoride  for  the  sale 
of  lands  granted  to  the  State,  for  the  purposes  of  Internal  Improvement, 
was  returned  from  the  Senate,  that  body  insisting  upon  their  amend- 
ments : — ^whereupon  the  House  adhered  to  their  disagreement  thereto* 

Mr>  Mitohell  of  Jackson,  moved  to  reconsider  tiie  vote  refusing  to 
waive  the  rule  for  the  thkd  reading  of  the  bill  regarding  the  Suwao- 
Me  Biver^ — which  was  oanried,  and  on  a  second  motion  to  waive  the 
rale  for  its  third  reading,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  caUed  by  Messnu 
Sumner  and  Amon.     The  vote  was — 

Tbas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrieh,  Allison,  Banneiman,  Black- 
horn,  Bmdwell,  Bryan,  Collins,  Cools,  ;Ccawfoid,  Ganason,  Oall, 
Banoodc,  MfOKteraan,  HigginboduMn,  lohnstcm,  KiiWy  W.  M.  Max« 
well,  Mitchell  of  Jackeon,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Roes,  ShcJdonr 
Shields,  Smith,  Tanner  and  Taylor*^^-^. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Amou,  Bnmham,  Forward,  Hagner,  A.  E.  Max-^ 
weH,  Quigles,   Scott  and  Waterston — ^9. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  decided  that  said  motion  was  lost,  there*^ 
not  being  four  fifUis  majority  of  the  whole  house,  from  which  ani^K 
peal  was  taken  and  lost. 

House  bills  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  public  Janda" 
■■■and  to  grant  preemption  rights  in  certain  cases,  and 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  D.  McRaeny  and  A.  Fisher-^weve  return^ 
ailSrom  the  Senate,  haw^  paased  J^n.  6tht  4d4l9»  and  erdeied  to  be 
enroUed. 

Senate  vocededfromadr  amendaraitto  HoKHe  bill  entltM  an  act^ 
ftr  the  relief  of  R.  A.  Shine,  dec,  and  it  was  ocdevedto  be  enidM^ 

Thefidkcwing  wen^wmdi 
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&njLtm  CxAXKftB,  IttMQr  0, 1846* 
Bern*  SpetAer  of  ihe  House  of  Mepresetiiatkses^ 

Ban  Hie 'Senate  adhei^  to  ito  disMpceenieBt  to  tke  aubetlkiile  o& 
frfed  bj  the  House  to  Senate  bill  entkkd  an  act  to  pronde  tot  tte 
eataUudunent  of  common  schools* 

Respectadly,  G.  W.  DOWNING,  See'y  Senate. 

Sbnatb  Chaxbbb,  Januaiy  4,  1848. 
tion.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sir  :  The  Senate  has  rejected  endosed  House  biU,  entMed  an  ael 
for  the  relief  of  £.  D.  Howse,  SheriflT  of  Marion  Coon^. 

Respectfully,  C.W.  DOWNING,  See.  Senate. 

The  followmg  were  read : 

Senate  Chahbeb,  January  7, 1848, 
Hon.  Speaker  Ho.  Reps : 

Sir  :  The  Senate  has  passed  House  preamble  and  resolution  ask- 
ing Congress  to  provide  lands  for  the  inhabitants  of  certain  town- 
ships for  the  support  of  public  schools,  with  the  following  amend- 
ment, viz :     t 

Strike  out  the  26th  and  27tfa  lines  of  the  piean^le.  The  concur- 
rence  of  the  House  is  requested. 

Respectfolly,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Set^y  Senate. 

Senate  Chamber,  Jan.  7,  1848. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir — ^The  Senate  has  passed  House  bill  entitled  An  Act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  organize  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the 
State  of  Florida,  with  the  following  amendments,  viz : 

Strike  out  the  words  ''same  time,"  in  line  seven  of  seoti^m  Ist,  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof,  *for  the  term  of  two  years." 

Strike  ont  the  wOTd  ''same,"  in  line  nine  of  secdon  1st,  and  insert 
after  ''manner"  in  said  line,  the  w<mi  "prescribed." 

Strike  out  the  word  "same,"  in  lines  ten  and  eleven  <^  section  1st 
Strike  out  the  words  "same  time,"  in  line  four  of  section  9d,  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  for  Uie  term  of  two  years* 
In  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  requested. 
Very  Respectfolly, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec  Senate. 
The  amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bills  ordered  to  be 
enrolled. 

The  Senate  resolutions  relative  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  were 
read,  and  the  rule  being  waived,  read  second  and  third  times  and 


House  bills  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  H.  R.  W.  Andreiri, 
and  others. 

An  Act  to  empower  Robert  H.  Hall,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  man* 
agement  of  his  own  estate. 

An  Act  to  diange  the  name  of  M.  E.  Ledbetter,  of  CalhoaA  oeim- 
ly,  to  that  of  Mary  £.  Doles. 

A  bUl  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  W.  J,  Annrtead. 
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^A  1^  entitled  An  act  proTiding  compensatioli  to  be  paid  to  L^  A. 
Thompson,  for  preparing  a  Digest  of  the  Laws  of  Florida. 

Also,  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  the  nxteenth  sectkms 
granted  by  Congress  for  public  schools. 

Besohitions  relative  to  Internal  Impro^eotientd. 

An  act  to  regulate  and  define  the  duties  of  the  Countjr  Commis* 
iioners  in  Calhoun  county^    And 

An  act  to  regulate,  the  fees  of  collecting  officers  in  ccotain  paseti 

Were  tetumed  &oak  the  Senate,  having  passed  that  body*  and  were 
Ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  following  message  from  the  GdverHor  was  read  vis : 

ExBctmvB  DEfABTirBifT,  Jwmcary  7, 1848. 
Geiitlemen  of  ^  Senate  and  House  of  Uepresentaiives : 

t  have  approved  the  following  acts  an  I  resolutions,  to  wit : 

An  act  in  relation  to  roads  in  Columbia  county ; 

Ah  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  regulating  Judicial  Proceedings  { 

An  act  to  declare  Pitman's  creek  in  Walton  countj^a  navigable 
stream ; 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Sarah  A.  Hohlen  of  Jackson  coun* 
^,  ^thatof  SarahA.  HoweU;     - 

An  act  to  enforce  the  payment  of  taxes  assessed,  and  to  i>e  asses« 
fted,  against  all  institutions  claiming  corporate  privileges  in  this  State; 

An  act  to  authorixe  the  Executors  of  Oeorge  Kingsley,  dec'd.,  to 
iell  real  estate ;  ^ 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Craven  G.  Fifo; 

An  act  to  provide  Writs  of  Error  in  criiniiial  cases ; 

Ah  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Stone  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  R.  fi.  Little ; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  aA  act  to  organise  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  the  StaU$  of  Florida ; 

An  act  to  aid  in  support  of  schools  for  the  education  of  poor  chiL 
dfen  within  the  county  of  Franklin }. 

An  act  to  authorise  James  Goclcroft  to  estaUish  a  forty  acreas 
Shoal  river ; 

An  act  to  allow  the  privilege  of  bail  in  certain  cases ; 

An  act  to  exempt  the  inhabitants  of  Amelia  Island,  in  the  county  of 
Nassau,  from  woridng  on  the  roads  on  the  main  land  ia  said  coun^^ 

An  act  to  define  a^  settle  the  boundary  between  the  States  of 
Florida  and  Alabama ; 

An  act  to  abdish  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Apakcfaicola ; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  organise  the  office  of 
Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts  <xf  the  State  of  Florida,  approved  Ju- 
ly  23,  1845 ;      ^ 

An  act  making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  printing' and 
binding  of  Thompson's  Digest,  and  finally  disposing  thereof; 

An  act  to  declare  and  make  the  citisenship  Jof  the  keeper  or  keep, 
ers  of  the  Live  Oak  Pkatation  oppoate  to  the  ci^  of  P^wacok  m 
the  county  of  Escambia,  in  place  of  the  coun^  of  Santa  Rosa; 
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An  tet  lo  cbftiig6'  did  mam  df  J»me8  Sknlet  of  the  emnty  of  Mcmi-' 
foe,  to  that  of  James  Tlasotlij'  Waik^. 

AniM^topte^ettsahuylbrtheQiAftefnasterGeiMin^  andfiir 
ether  purposes ; 

An  act  to  authorise  BMce  Jamigaa  to  eslaUkh  ft  ieny  acfoss 
Pensacola  Bay  from  Deeipc^nt  over  to  the  city  of  Peasacela ; 

Preamble  and  Resolution  relative  te  the  speedy  survey  of  the  Pil- 
#«le  Land  Claims  in  flerfda ; 

'    R^BohitkNisrehiliveteloealiBg^  the  sdiod  lands  kei^^ 
tioos; 

Resolutlefis  relbtrre  to  tile  Indians  to  Sovtii  Flenda,  «id  prmdmg 
for  the  safety  of  the  lahahitaitfs  of  that  eection  oflhis  State ; 

^  Memorial  and  Resolutions  askinf^  Congress  to  appropriate  160 
acres  of  land  for  the  building  of  a  Court  House  in  Hillsborough 
eounty ; 

Resolution  in  relation  to  Territory  if&ibh  may  fte  acqaii'ed  by  the 
United  States ; 

Resohition  hi  ration  to  the  employment  of  Bh^  Aidier  in  the 
ComptroUer's  office ; 

Res^dntfon  in  tc/lation  to  idrahmig  the  EVei^giades  ;- 

Resolotion  m  reiatibn  to  widows  and  orphans  6f  tlH»e  who  have 
fied  hk  defence  of  their  country  iki  Mexico* 

Very  respectfSfly,  W.  R  MOBELEY. 

The  following  reports  were  read"  r 
'  The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bi)U  lepoif  a^  eorqectly  enrolled*- 
The  act  to  ao^end  die t:rimi«al  laws  t^  force  in  thb  State;  ' 
An  Act  relative  to  Judges  of  Probate,  County  Cpmmissionersy^ni 
Sherifls.  W.  A..  FORWARD^  Chaknum. 

The  Connntaee  on  BanoHed  BOis,  report  ne  eorreotly  enrolled^ 
Resolutions  rektive  to  the  paymenot  «f  Capt«  WItiiam  H.  P^jVie'b 
^otapamr; 

Resolutions  in  regard  to  lands  wIMi  harre  iwvwted  back  to  Ihe 
«iBenJ  Giovemiiient^  under^he  aimed  eecupatimi  aet,  and  hi  Mgaid 
to  the  el^t  sections  of  kmd  granted  to  Florida,  for  the  fizhur  ^% 
Seat  of  Govemannt ;  -  , 

«MsliAiiMire^(M8di«the  Senaton  andRepresotttatiTee^F^ 
ia^Ongnm^^fmocx^i^  copiev  of  all  the  surveys  and  r^ortemade 
4hevoett  of  canal  and  ralhmd  routee  In  Florida  hj>  Ifae  United  Sftttes 
Govemment,£)r  the  use  of  this  State ;. 

Resohtion  n^udm  to  l6e  removal  ef  tie  VmMi  Steales  Land 
Office  froM  NewnansviUe  to  Ooala ; 

An  iw^  lapiQvidB  :for  tte  hxMdoii  of  tlM  cMnl9^  sto  of  Cyh^ 
eounty; 

•  'fteaftWe  and  mueMeue>  re<iuest£ng  onr  Msmhem  In  CongMSB  to 
rj^*^^«««^'rfM  wt  to  gradoat^  the  pme  ef  the  pnUfe 
*|^kpibin  toM'Otate-; 

'mf:i5^^>«'**'^  *^®^^*^^  CJmilt  Courts  iat^ 
Middle  0lrattit{  aad  . 
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An  Act  to  roafce  valid  the  proceediiigs  of  sMiidrj  persons  com* 
«nissk>ned  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  this  State. 

WILLIAM  A.  FORWAKD,  Chairman. 
The  following  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

Sehatjb  CmsMMSMt  January  7^  1648. 
Hon.  Speaker  House  of  RepresenUUibee. 

,    ann^The  Senate  has  paned  Houm  bill  entitM  An  Act  to  define 
the  doties  and  prescribe  tbe  ooiK>en8ation  of  Tax  AMeaiors  and  Col# 
lectors  in  this  State,  wkh  the  ioliowing  amendnenti 
In  the  fourth  line  strike  out  the  words  "notr  are,  or" 
In  which  the  Senate  asks  the  eoncuAreace  of  the  liooae. 

Respectfully,  C.  W  DOWNING,  Sec'p  SmaHk 

And  &e  Hoiue  revised  to  concur  in  said  anendnentf  • 
The  ioUewing  message  from  the  Govemoor  was  read,  via : 

ExECmVE  DEPARTMftWT,     } 

January  0,  1848,    ) 
4jrerUlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  of  ike  House  of  Representatives  : 
^  I  respectfully,  nominate  the  following  gentlemen  for  the  offices  de- 
signated,  and  solicit  your  advice  and  consent  to  said  nominations : 
Wm.  H.  Mitchell,  as  Judge  of  Probate  for  flie  county  of  Calhoun  j 
Joseph  A.  Strischska,  as  Auctioneer  for  the  county  of  St  Johns* 
Very  Respectfldly, 

W,  D.  MOSELEY. 
The  nemination  of  Mr.  H«  Mitchell,  as  Judge  of  Probate  fi)r  CaL 
houn  coun^,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Amou,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
the  House  advised  and  consented  to  thQ  nomination  of  J.  A.  Strischka 
as  Auctioneer  for  St  John's  county. 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  2j^  o'clock,  P.  M. 


2i  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met,  and  Mr.  Speaker,  announced  a  qnormn  present; 
ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  to  raise  a  Rev» 
enue  fortius  State,  approved  July  24th  1845,  and  Pec  27th  1845« 
was  again  taken  up,  and  on  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  Mr.  For-  . 
ward's  amendment  yesterday  postponed,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  call- 
ed by  Messrs.  Forward  and  Hall.    The  vote  was — 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Forward,  Hancock,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  Qui- 
(^  and  Wateistonr-^. 

Nats — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amou,  Bannerman^ 
Bladcbum,  BradwelU  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Crawford,  Grarrasom 
Ha^ner,  Hall,  Henderson,  Johnston,,  King,.  A.  E.  Maxwell,  MitcheU 
of  .Dickson,  Overstreet,  Ross,  Scott,  Shields,  Smith,  Tanner  and  Taj* 
lor— 26. 

So  said  amendment  was  rejected* 

Mr.  Bryan  moved  to  strike  out  all  of  the  biU  ailer  the  enacting 
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clause,  upon  which^the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  bjF  Messrs.  Black* 
bum  and  Waterston.    Tbe  vote  was-^ 

YsAS — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Amou,  Bannennan,  Biyan,  Cdlins,  Cookf 
Forward,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  JohnsUn, 
King,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  QTerstreet,  i^uigles.  Roes,  Sbields,  Tan* 
ner,  Taylor  and  Waterston — ^31. 

Nats — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs,  Bladcbum,  Qradwell,  Bumhanii 
Crawford,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  NL  Maxwell, 
Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Scott,  Shekion  and  Smith-^15. 

So  said  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Bryan  then  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Insert  in  lieu  of  that  stricken  out — 

That,  in  addition  to  the  taxes  now  assessed,  there  shall  be  assessed 

and  coUected  ten  per  cent  on  the  amoimt  in  each  and  every  county 

In  this  State,  in  the  same  Wji^y  und  manner  as  is  now  prescribed  by 

^w,  under  the  several  acts  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  excqidng 

jiqpon  third  rate  lands. 

Upon  a  call  for  the  previous  question,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  by  Messrs.  Blackburn  and  Bradwell,  the  yote  lyas, 

Ykas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Biyan,  Bumhamy 
Cook,CiAwford,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higgbbotham, 
Bobajrt,  King,  A.  £•  Maxwell,  Mitchell  <^  Mpnroe,  Morrison,  Over* 
street,  ^uigks,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Smith,  Tanner,  and  Taylor--* 
26. 

NAYs-rMessrs.  AlUson,  Bannerman,  Blackburn,  Bradwell,  FoTf 
ward,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Shields^  a|i4 
Waterston^lO. 

So  the  call  was  sustained ;  and  on  the  question  being  put,  i^  to 
the  adoption  of  tfie  amendn^ient,  the  yeas  and  jiays  being  calTe^  die 
vote  was, 

Ybas^— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collin% 
Code,  Crawford,  Forward,  Ganason,  Hancock,  Henderson,  HifigiBr 
boCham,  Hobait,  King,  A.  E.  Maxw^  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Over, 
street,  Quigles,  Ross,  Sheklon,  Smith,  and  Waterston — ^22. 

Nats— Messra.  AUison,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Blackburn,  Bradwell 
Hagner,  Hall,  Johnston,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mor* 
risen,  Scott,  Shiekls,  Tanner,  and  Taylor-— 15. 

So  said  amendment  was  adopted. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  the  words,  ^  excepting  upon  third  rate 
lands,"  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messn.  Mitchell  of  Jadt* 
son  and  Forward.    The  vote  was, 

Tbas — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Messn.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amou,  Bannerw 
man,  Blackbum,  Bradwell,  Cook,  Crawford,  Hagner,  Hall,  Han* 
.cock,  Higginbotham,  Johnston,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Max- 
well, Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Shiekls,  Tanner, 
Taylor,  and  Waterston — ^24. 

NAT»-^essrs.  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Forward,  Grarrason, 
Henderson,  Hobart,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Quigles,  Ross,  Scott,  Shelf 
j^on,  and  Smith — 18. 
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So  said  words  were  stricken  out  , 

Mr.  Hagner  offered  the  following  amendment  i 

That  there  shall,  in  addition  to  the  rerenue  now  assessed  bj  Isw^. 
be  assessed  and  collected  for  the  year  1848,  in  each  and  every 
«county  of  this  State,  Jwe  per  centum  of  the  assessment  now  autho* 
rized  by  law,  upon  ail  persons,  property,  and  subjects  of  tazadoi| 
whatever,  now  liable  to  taxation* 

Upon  the  adoption  of  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Hagner  and  Hall,  the  vote  was — 

Teas — ^Messrs.  Allison,  Amou,  Bannerman,  Blackburn,  Brad* 
well.  Cook,  Crawford,  Haffner,  Hall,  Johnston,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W. 
M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Scott,  Tanner,  and 
Taylor— 17. 

Nats — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Colling 
Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobait, 
Kine,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross,  Sheldon, 
Shields,  Smith,  and  Waterston^— 20 

So  said  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Forward  offered  the  fiillowing  amendment : 

2.  BeU  further  enacted^  That  the  duties  heretofore  devolved  upon 
atkb  tax  assessors,  and  the  duties  heret<^re  devolved  upon  the  sheriA, 
as  ex  cjfido  tax  collectors,  shall  be  performed  by  the  officer  in  each 
county,  who  may  have  been  or  shall  be  ejected  tax  assessor  and  tax 
collector  therein,- who  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  . 
office,  execute  a  bond,  payable  to  the  State  of  Florida,  with  two  or 
more  good  and  sufficient  securities,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Judge 
of  Pn£ate  of  such  county,in  double  the  amount  of  the  taxes  assessed 
in  such  county  for  the  year,  agreeably  to  the  tax  book  returned,  c<A» 
^oned  for  the  faithfol  discharge  of  his  duties,  as  tax  assessor  and 
collector,  and  that  he  will  weU  and  truly  assess,  collect,  and  pay 
ever  the  revenue  of  this  State,  as  required  by  law,  and  fidthfully 
perform  all  such  duties  as  are  or  may  be  required  of  him  in  thii 
premises. 

Which  was  lost* 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  ^ 
leading  with  die  bill,  to.morrow« 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  scrip  hoMen  of  the 
)ale  Territory  of  Florida,  was  read  third  time,  and  on  motion,  laid 
en  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Backer^  was  read 
thlid  time,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  An  Act  for  registering  marriages,  births  and  deadis, 
was  read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  wasi-* 

Tbas — Messrs.  Bradwell,  Bumham,  Crawford,  Fcnrward,  Hobartf 
King,  A.  E.  MaxweU,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  MitcheD  of  Mcmroe,  Qid* 
ffle8,^heldon  and  Shiehi»— 12. 

NATs^-^Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Amou,  Bannermim,  Bryan, 
Pollins,  Cook,  Garrascmy  Hall,  Hancock,  Higginbotham,  Johnston, 
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W.  M.  MaiweH,  Monrison,  Oyerstre^t.  RoaSt  gcott,  Tvm^  Tgjkt 
and  Watereton— 21.  . 

So  said  bill  was  los^    , 

Seoatfi  bill  entided  M  Act  Sot  Ae  relief  of  the  destitute,  and  to 
|ruard  against  the  accumullation  of  pauperism  in  the  countjr  of  Leon, 
was  read  third  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Banner,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  consideration  of  special  amend- 
monts  diereto.  .  . 

After  some  deliberation,  the  Committee  rose^  and  by  their  Chair* 
man,<Mr.  Aldricht  reported  the  bill  with  amendments,  and  on  the  ques- 
tion of  its  passage  the  vote  was-- 

Ye4.s — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amou,  Bannerman, 
Bradwell,  Burnham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason, 
Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  Johnston,  A*  E. 
MaxweB,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Ross,  Scott, 
Sheldon,  Shields,  Smith,  Tanner  and  Taylor — 30. 

NAYs-^Messrs.  Blackburn,  Bryan,  Hagner,  Mitchell  of  Jacksoni 
Mitchell  of  Monroe,  and  Waterston— 6. 

So  aaid  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 

Senate  resolution  relative  to  the  "sine  Ae*'  adjoorament  of  the 
ClMieval  Asseimbly,  was  read  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Senate  resohition  rolative  to  the  printing  of  the  acts  of  Qua  see* 
•loR^  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

EiigffosBed  preamble  and  a  biH  to  be  entitled,  An  act  relative  to 
Ae  eests  of  proseontions  in  eases  of  assault  and  baHeiy^^lrespasoee 
tad  llbei,  was  read  third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passagei 
the  vote  was : 

Yeas— Messrs.  AlHson,  Amou,  Bryan,  Bornham,  Ci^lios,  Cookt 
Crawford,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Johnston^  A«£L  Max» 
weU,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Morrison,  Overalieely 
9e0tt,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Smith  and  waterson— 21. 

Nats — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  AMrioh,  Bannennan,  Forward,  Gevr 
fason,  Hagner,  HaUt  Hobart,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Quigles,  Roai^ 
and  Taylor— 12. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

The  following  report  was  read : 
The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  report  as  oerreedj  enralled-*- 

An  act  ^r'the  relief  of  settlers  on  publioJands,  and  to  grant  pre* 
MnptioB  rwhts  in  certain  cases. 

An  act  tor  the  relief  of  Richard  A.  Shine  and  Joseph  ii.  Edmend* 
eon,  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  McBa^y  and  Alfred  A.  Fisker. 

W.  A.  FORWARD,  Chaiimas. 
.  Senate  biU  entitled.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  <^  m  county 
oite  in  the  county  of  Washington,  was  read  second  ttnie,  aad  Mi^ 
JCitehell  of  Jackson  moved  to  amend  by.striking  out  the  word  "  |^u- 
aU^"  in  the  second  line  of  the  thiid  section,  ^  inserting  ^  nuyov 
ity."    Which  was  adopted. 

The  vide  bei^g  waived  the  bill  waa  reada  third  time,  and  oa  the 
question.of  its  passage  the  VQte  was 
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Tbaj— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  "Smif 
ham,  Crawford,  Fon^rd,  Garrason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Heii^ 
derson,  Hobait,  Johnston,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  M^axwetl,  Mitcbelt 
ef  Jackson,  MitcheU  of  Mon|^,  Morrison,  OversCreet,  Quizes,  Ross^ 
fkote,  fikiel<te,  Taylor  and  Waterston— ^. 

Nays— Mr.  Cook— 1. 

So  said  biU  passed — Title  as  stated. 

Hie  House  then  tock  a  recess  until  6^  o'eloisk,  P.  M. 


6i  O'CLOCK. 

Resoltitiotts  relative  to  the  printing  of  the  laws  of  this  s^siotf, 
amendatory  of  the  Constitution,  were  read  2d  time,  and  Mr.  Mitchell 
of  Monix)e  movecl  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "  twenty,"  and 
Inserting  *'  fifty,**  which  was  lost 

The  rule  being  waived,  the  resc^utions  were  read  third  timd  ttaA 
passed.  « 

The  bill  e'ntftled  An  act  respecting  free  persons  of  cdbr,  wa^  read 
third  time,  and  on  the  qnestion  of  its  passage,  th&  vo«e  wa»-^ 
'  Yeas— -Messrs.  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of 
Jackson,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  and  Taylor-^^. 
•;  NAV8-u^^I^:'^^aker,  Messrs.  Aldriteh,  BradWell,  Collins,  Cook, 
C^wibrd,  Forwtiiy!,  0*itTasoh,'*Hftnc<)ck,  Henderson,  Higginbotham, 
Ross,  *nd  Scott— 13.  '' 

*    Boskid'hOlWasTost^  •  '    / 

Senate  bit)  eiithled  An  Act  to  or^niee  t^  county  of  Holmes,  wtts 
i«ftd  third  time,  and  Mr.  Cook  n«>ted  to  g6  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  fbr  the  consideration  ef  a  special  amett<knent  tiieretb,  whicH 
'iffM  lost. 

On  the  question  of  the  passage  ofthe  biH  the  vote  was, 

Ybas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  AltH>n,  Bannerman,  Biyan,  Collins, 
t!>rawford,  Hagner,  HalV,  Hancock,  Henderscfn,  Hig|^botham,  John- 
ston, King,  W.  M.  IMaScwell,  Monison,  Overstreet,  Quigles,  Sheldont 
ShiekLs,  Smith,  Tanner  and  Waterston— 98. 

Nats-— Messirs.  Allison,  Bomhani,  Cook,  Forward,  Garrason,  Ho- 
iMUt,  Mitchell  of  Jadcson,  Ross  and'Taylor-^. 

8o  said  bill  passed  :  tide  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  Act  to  ascertain  the  number  of  white  chil- 
^b^nl}et#een  the  ages  of  six  And  eight^^en  vears,  and  to  obtain  infer- 
imatkyn  reirpectinir  the*  Comnldn  School  Lan(n^  was  read  second  timei- 


mid  Mt.  Mit^hefi  tif  httkson,  mofr^  ftr  Its  itedefinit^  postpoftemieiiti, 
which  was  lost 

Mr.  FdrwaliFdmoved  to  am^nd  by^sttMng-  out  flte^^nord  ^^gtx**  in  the 
-Atth  line  of  tiie^  first  secdon,  and  inserting^  ^*t#o,^  which  was  adopted* 

Mr.  H^kgtoer  moiled  to  strflce  oot  die  words  ♦Hwo,**and  insert  **ftve.'' 
-fkrfte  out  th^  TtOrd'^nen,**  imd  insert  ••flftBen,'*  "w*erWBr  dtey  occur 
-ftrsaul  biflc^iM^iic^  were  also  adopted* 

The  rule  being  waived,  the  bill  was  AsnrcftBd  third  time;  aid  x>nlttAi 
q^e8tion  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was— > 
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Tjias — Mr.  Speaker^  Messrs.  AUrichy  AUison,  Amou,  1 
ftradvell,  Bumhanit  CoUins,  Crawfi>rd9  Forward,  Garrason,  Hagnen 
Hall,  Hancock,  Hendenon,  Higffiiibothain,  Hobart,  A.  E.  Majural^ 
W,  M.  Maxwell,  Quigles,  ScottTdheldon,  Smith  and  WatersUMi— 24. 

NATs-^Mesflrs.  Owk,  Johnston,  Kinj|^  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Orer* 
itre<M,  Rods  and  Shields--^. 

Sd^id  bill  passed-^tle  as  stated.    ... 

The  bill  eiidtl^  An  Act  so  to  amend  the  ninth  clause  of  the  bAk  ar- 
iicle  of  ihe  Constitutioii  as  to  five  to  the  oualified  roters  in  each  ooub- 
^  in  this  State,  the  right  of  electing  the  Judges  of  Probate,  was  reaid 
&ird  time,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tanner,  t^  House  went  into  Com- 
mittee  t>f  the  Whde  for  the  connderstioD  of  a  speckd  amwidmeftt 
theretdw  . 

After  soiqe  deli^rfttion,  the  committee  ro^s,  and  by  .their  diaff* 
man,  Mr.  Mitohell  of  Jackson,  reported  the^bill  with  the  Ibttowiag 
amendment :  . 

After  the  word  ^e"  in  the  ^ird  line,  insert  ^inth  sectioii  of  the 
fifth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  tke  3tato  of  Florkfe,i>e  ameadedl 
so  a^  to  read,  the  General  Assemfaij  shall'Wke  proyision,^  ^c 

Which  was  conicurred  in,  aaid  the  bill  ordered  to  be  ttigiossed  Ibr 
a  third  reading  to-morrow.        , 

T^  bill  entitled  An  act  to  cl|ange  tne  naqies  of  oeitaia  persons 
tlierein  mentioned,  was  read  9ji  tinofj^  and  the  n^e  being  waiFed^ 
read  3d  tiirie,  and  on  the  qiiestioii  of  its  piassase  the  yote  was 

Tbas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs*  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amou,  Banner* 
man,  Bradwell,  bijan,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Ganason,  Hender^' 
son,  Higginbotham,  GtobarL  Johnston,  King,  A.  £•  Maxwell,  Mot* 
liscoi,  Overstreet,  QuigWs,  Shields,  Smith,  Tanner  and  TaTiofc-^M. 

Nats— Messrs.  Forward,  £(all,  Hancock,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Ro«^ 
Soott,  Sheldon  and  Waterston-^. 

So  said  bill  passed— ^tle  as  statea. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  act  reffulating  the  foes  of  Notaries  Pdilii 
in  the  State  of  Florida,  was  read  second  time  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Mitohell  of  Jackson,  indefinit^j  postp<»ed.  . 

Mr.  Allison  mo/^ed  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken  on  the  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  prescribe  the  foes  of  the  Attovnej  Genend  of  this 
State. 

Which  was  lost 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitledl  an  act  to  or« 
ganize  Courts  of  Probate  for  the  State  of  Florida,  was  read,  and  tke 
rule  being  waived,  read  second  and  third  times,  and  on  the 
of  its  passaffe  the  vote  was 

.    TsAt— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs^  Aldrich,  Allison,  Amoo,  Ban.^ , 

Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward,  Ga». 
rason,  Hagner,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobait, 
Johnston,  King,  A.  £.  Maxwell,  W.M.  Maxw^Mitoheli  of  Jack* 
son,  Morrison,  Overstreet,  Qui^^  Ross,  Scott,  Shekbn,  Smith,  Tm^ 
ner,  Taylor  and  Waterston— *84« 

Nays— None. 

So  said  bill  passed— Title  as  stated. 
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9aiMi^  Inll  entitled  An  act  feir  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  destitute, 
and  to  guard  against  tlie  accumulation  of  pieuiperism  in  ttie  6€iun^  ef 
Leon,  was  returned  from  Senate  with  first  amendment  domxahM  iH, 
the  ibecond  rejecied.    House  insisted  upon  its  amendments.     ' 

Hduse  preamble  and  resolution  to  the  passage  of  a  law  gnntmg 
Railroad  Companies  hereafter  to  be  chartered  every  altierhatii  see* 
tion  of  public  land  ov^r  which  such  toad  maj  pass,  and 

Resolution  rehttive' to  the  printing  of  certain  school  biUs,  were  re- 
turned from  Senate,  having  passed  that  body  and  ordered  to  be 
enrolled. 

The  following  messages  from  the  Senate  were  read,  viz : 

SxKATB  Chaxbbs,  Jan.  7, 1848. 
JETon.  Speaker  House  of  Representatives : 

Bat:  llie  Senate  has  passed  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorise 
.Juices  of.Probate.oi  the  several  couniief;  in  this  State  to  appoint 
guardians  for ^e,  negroesj*'  with  the  fallowing  amendments  :     ' 

Strike  out  the  wbrds,  '*  of  all  ages  and  seies,'*  in  the  fourth  line  ; 
and  insert  the  words,  "ovjBr  the  age  of  twelve  years.** '  tn  \Hiich 
^the  Senate  asks  the  concurrence  of  the  House.      '  ' 

Respi^ctfully,  C.  W.  DOWHlSi},  Secretary  Senate. 

SsNATiff  Chaicbbs,  Jan^  7,  1648. 
Han.  Speaker  Ho.  Reps. : 
..Sntv  The  Senate  has  passed  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
the  several  acts  ecmcerning  limitations  of  actionS|  with  the  Mowing 
.amendments: 

At  the  end  of  the  first  section,  add  the  words,  ''as  against  all  apd 
every  adverse  poflisessipn,  thererf  for  the  term  of  seven  years  afbre> 
said;" 

.  Also,  al  the  end  of  the  fifth  section,  add  the  following  words :  *^  as 
though  this  act  had  not  been  passed."  In  which  die  Senate  bAm 
the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

RespectfiiUy,  C. ,  W,  DOWNDIG,  Sec*y  Senate. 

-T^e  amemboents  were.eencuiiced  in.and,  the  bms  ordered  to  be 
.  enmled. 

The  £>Uowing  was  read : 

Sbnatb  Chaxbbb,  Jan,  7,  1848. 
t  Om,  Speaker  Ho.  JS^^.: 

SiB^  The  Senate  has  concun^  v^.  the  amendment.of  the.  House 
.  to  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  provide  Icnr  the  elecdim.  of  a  coini^ 
site  in  the  CQOnty.of,  Wi^hington. ' 

RespectfiiUy,      iXW,J)am^ti(i,Becitt^ 
.  •  The  jBdlowing;  Idso : 

.  ^BIrATB  CHAxnnB^  Jan*  7»  1848* 
T)l^  tihe  Hon.  &petfJfer  of  ihe  House  ef  Ris^ 
^    'StB:  The  SenaU^  has  passed 'Hodse  bill 'Entitled  an  act  to  amend 
an  act  to  establish  a  tariff  of  fees,  approved  January  6th,  1947,  i&k 
the  fi>llowing  amendments :  •-.,_,  ,r.  '^ 

Strike  out  the  third  sectioii. 
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,    ^  tiie  Midof  tbe  fourth  section,  add  as  follows  :  ^  i^ere  the  samler 
,ean  be  done '' 

In  the  ninth  section,  strike  out  aU  between  the  words  **  aecnie,'' 
in  the  sixth  liiie,.  and  '*  before,"  in  the  last  line  of  said  section,  hk 
which  the  Senate  a9ks  the  concurrence  of  the  House, 

RespectfUUy,  C,  W.  DOWNING,  Sec  Senate. 

Hie  araendment  wm  oooddned  in  and  the  bfll  otdeied  to  be  eift> 
ioUad. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  9^  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  Januarj  8th,  1841. 

Irhe  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,' and  after  prayer  by 
tUr,  F.  H.  Rutledge,  D.  D.,  Chaplain,  the  journal  of  yesterday 
was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Waterston  obtained  leave  of  absente  for  to-day. 

(3n  motion  of  Mir.  Mitchell,  of  Jackson,  the  Senate  resolution 
relative  to  the  sine  die  adjournmetit  of  the  General  Assembly,  was 
taken' frdm  the  table,  and  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to 
day. 

And  the  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Nstthan  Backer,  was 
taken  from  the  table,  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Smith  offered  a  resolution  relative  to  the  renting  certain 
xooms  in  basement  story  of  the  Caphel ;  which  was  read ;  and,  Ae 
rule  being  tvaived,  read  second  and  third  times,  and  passed. 

Mr,  Aldrich,  Chairman  of  the  Conunittee  to  which  was  referred  &e 
dutyofdrafUng  an  appropriation  bill,  reported  (Messrs.  Hagner  and 
Bannermata  dissenting  fSrom  said  bill  wherein  it  aUswvtfae  Cleifcs  #4 
per  diem)  a  bill  entitled — 

An  Act  making  appropriations  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  third 
Odneral  Assembly  of  tbe  State  of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
which  was  read ;  and,  the  rule  being  waived,  read  a  second  time ; 
and  on  motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  upon  said  bill.     ' 

After  consideration,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their  chamaan, 
Mr.  Hagder,  reported  the  bill  with  amendments;  which  were  con- 
'citrted  iti ;  and,  the  rule  beincf  waived,  read  a  second  and  third 
times ;  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  vote  was, 
*  Yeas— Mr.  Shaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  ArneQ,  Bannerman,  Brad- 
well,  Br3ran,  Collins,  Cook,  Crawford,  Forward.  Gamson,  Eiagner, 
Hall;  Hancoeky  Heoderioo^  H%ginbotham,  Hooart,  Johnston,KiQg, 
A.  E.  Ma](well,  W^ -M-  Maxwell,  MftcheU  of  Jacl^n^  Mitchell  of 
Monroe,  0?erMeet|  RobS|  Scott^  Sheldon,  Shields,  Smith,  and  Tay> 
kr-;^30.  .■••.-..  .1  •    ...  .         ■  ,  -f^  ^     .  /  : /.    '   /.    . 

Nats — None.  .      '.,,  .      .  .^ 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated,    ;      .      :  ;:   "      .. 

The  following  message  firqm  the  Gorernor  was  read,  viz : 
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ExscunvB  Departmbwp,  Jan.  7^  1848. 
GenOemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  BepresenUxtiaes : 

The  nominatioa  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  on  yesterday,  to  fiH 
4e  office  of  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Calhoun,  having  been 
laid  on  the  table  in  the  House,  I  now  respectfully  nominate  Taylpr,  (Dar- 
raway,  as  Judge  of  Probate  for  said  county,  and  solicit  your  advice  and 
consent  thereto. 

^     Very  respectfully,  W.  D.  MOSELEY, 

And  the  House  advised  and  consented  to  said  nopiination. 

House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  establish  tne  office 
of  Register  of  Public  Lands,  for  the  State  of  fjorida,  was  returned 
from  the  Senate,  having  passed  that  body,  and  ordered  to  be  eu* 
rolled,  .    , 

On  motion,  Mr.  Tanner  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  to-day. 

Senate  adhered  to  its  disagreement  to  House  amendments  of 
Senate  bill,  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  destitute^ 
and  to  guard  against  the  accumulation  of  pauperism  in  the  county 
of  Leon ;  whereupon  said  bill  was  declared  lost 

The  following  from  the  Senate  was  read :      . 

Senate  Chahber,  Jan.  8,  1848. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Snt — Messrs.  Sanderson,  Burritt  and  Fairbanks,  have  been  ap- 
pointed Joint  Committee  (the  House_concurring)  'Ho  confer  together 
retpectiiv?  ^^  adjoumijnent  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  to  wait  on 
^is  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  inform  him  of  the  result  of  their  con- 
ference." 

Verr  respectfidly,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Secretary  Senate. 

Ana  Messrs.  Taylor,  Bryan,  and  Ross,  we:re  appointed  a  simnar 
committee  on  the  part  of  the.  House.  - 

The  Senate  insisted  upon  the  amendment  to  House  bill,  entitle^ 
an  act  to  define  the  duties  and  prescribe  the  compensation  of  tax 
assessors  and  collators  of  this  State,  and  appointed  Messrs.  Avery, 
Fairbanks,  and  Smith,  a  Committee  of  Conference  on  said  bill— 
House  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Allison,  Uagner,  and  Aldricb. 
They  reported  as  follows : 
The  Committee  of  Conference  appointed  by  the  two  Houses  upon  the 

disagreeing  vote  upon  a  bill  fix>m  the  House,  entitled  An  Act  to  de- 
fine the  duties  and  prescribe  the  compensation  of  Tax  Assessors  ani 

Collectors  of  this  State,  beg  leave  to — 

Reporty  That  they  have  co'hferred  together,  and  the  result  has  bea* 
a  recommendation  that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  to  the 
first  section  of  this  bill,  and  that  it  be  reconmiended  to  each  House  that 
in  lieu  of  the  present  third  section  of  said  bill,  the  two  Houses  do  pass 
llie  substitute  herewith  proposed.  .  ^, 

AU  4>f  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  K.  ALLISON,  Chairman 

of  the  House  Coomiittee. 
T.  H.  HAGNER, 
LOUIS  ALDRICH. 
O.  M.  AVERY,  Ch'n  Senate  Conv 
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Upoa'the  eoncurreiice  ip  wUich  ^port|  the  jms  tad  nays  hmg 
called  hjr  Messrs.  Alliaon  «nd  Hall,  the  rote  was, 

f.TsAfr— Mes^.  Aldrich,  Allison,  Banne.rfiiaii,  Blackhqrn,  Bsrad- 
well,  Bryabi  Forward^  Qarrason^  Hagner.  Hall,  Hancock,  He^er* 
son,  Hoban,  Johnston,  A.  E,  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  MitdheU 
of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Morrison,  dretstreet,  Clbfgles, 
Soolty  Sheldon,  Shield^,  and  Taylor--:25.  ^ 

Nats^^Mt.  Speaker^  ^eesra.  Collins^  (!^k,' Crawford,  Higgin* 
botham,,  Kipg,  Boss,  and  Wateratpn— B.' 

So  said  report  was  concurred  in.      ,  ^        ,       .     ,  , 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  to  90  amend' the  9th' ciaote;  of  the  Cod^; 
stitution  as  to  giro  to  the  Qualified  voters  in  eiich  eoonty  iii  tbU 
State  the  right  of  electing'  me  Judges  of  Probate,  was  read  thild 
time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  the  rote  was— 

,  TBAS^-Messrs.  Allison^  Arnou,  Burnhaih,  Blackbiilm,  Braidw^ 
Bryan,  Collins,  Cook.  Crawford,  Hancock,  Henderaon,  HbtMUi^ 
Johnston,  Kinpp,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  IVlTitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  qi 
Monroe,  Momson,  Overstreet,  Ctuigles,  Ross,  Scott,  Shields,' Smftfa, 
Taylor,  and  Waterston— 26. 

Nat&— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Forward,  Ganraaon,  Hag- 
ner.  HalL  Higgmbotham,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  and  Sheldon— 9. 

60  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  to  miae  a 
*reyenoe  for  this  State,  approved  July  24th.  1845,  and  Decem%«r 
2tth,  1845,  was  read  third  time,  as  amended,  and  on  the  queslion 
of  its  passage,  the  vote  was — 

.  T^BAa — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Bryan^  Bumham,  CoHids, 
Crawford,  Garrason,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Higginbotham,  ffittg, 
A*  E.Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Ovetstreet,  Ctdigl^,  Rosk, 
Sheldon,  Smith,  and  Waterston — 19. 

.  Nats — Messrs.  Allison,  Bannerroan,  Bradwellj  Cook,  P6rward, 
Hagner,  Hall,  Hobart,  Johnston,  W.  M.  M&xwell,  Mitchell  of  Jack- 
son, Morrison,  Scott,  Shields,  and  Taylor— 15. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

.The  following  were  read : 

Sbnatb  CHAacBBR,  Jan.  8th,  ii4&. 
Man.  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  RtpreaetUaiiv^. 

Sis:  The  Senate  has  this  day  concurred  in  the  House  amendfiKWts 
to  Senate  bill,  entitled  an  act  to  oraanize  the  county  (fi  Holmes.. 
Very  respectfidly,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y  Sauite. 

SxNAi^  Chambbb,  Jkik.  8th,  1848. 
BoiL^Speakerof  the  Houseof  Repreeentatmee. 

Snt :  The  ^nate  has  this  day  receded  from  its  amendmeads  la 
House  billy  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  fiir  die  sale  of 
lands  granted  to  the  State,  for  the_mirpo6e  of  internal  impioveiiieots. 
Very  respectftdly,  C.  W,  DOWNING,  5ec>  Setiate. 

Said  bill  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

Hpiise  bill  entitled  An  act  making. appropriation  in  part  for  the 
support  of  the  State  Government  during  the  year  aooing  on  the 
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Sii^  day  <^OdU>c^*  A:  I>.  1818,  wM  to  strpfAy  delteUffifeetf  ntiptii 
daring  the  last  fiscal  y^at^,  wnM  retorD^d  ftbiti  xH&S^nXh;  bftViHf 
paii$6d  tUat  body  Xafoiiary  8tb,  1848,  add  ordiered  to  be  enroled.' 
The  IbllowiDg'firoin  the  Senate  was^ read-:' 

Sen ATB  Chakbsx,  Jan.  8th>  I848. 
Am:  Speaker  of  ^  JBkmseof  RepresiBnieaiveei 

0ik :  The  Senate  has  passed  House  bill,  entitled  on  act  to  amend 
an  act  to  organize  the  Circuit  Oofnpts  of  the  State  of  Florida,  witli 
the  Mowing  amendment,  to  i^t :  Strike  out  the  woid  '*  five/'  in  the 
eighth  line  of  the  first  section,  and  insert'  ^  eic^t,"  in^  lieu  diereot 
Veijr  respectfiilly,  C.^  W.  DOWMNO^  See'y  SeiuOe^ 

and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  enrolled^  the  atnendownt  hariag  beam 
concarred  in. 

Senate  reaioldtioh  relatiTe  to  James  A.  Baugheyi,  Was  riead,  and, 
thb  rule  being  waited,  read'  second  and  third  times  and  passed. 

The  following  was  read : 

Sbnate  CHAiTBtiB,  Jan.  dth,  1848. 
fibft.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sib:  The  Senate  refiises  to  coacmr  in  the  first  Rouse  amendment  to 
fleaato  bill,  ei^tled  an  act  to  ascertain  the  number  of  white  childipen 
between  the  ages  of  6  a^d  18  years,  and  to  obtain  infi)nnation  re. 
speictiBg  the  eommon  echoed  lands,  but  has  concurred  in  the  secimdf 
and  third* 

Veiy  re^e^tfialh^  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y  SeniOe. 

The  House  receded  from  the  amendment  disagreed  to. 

Senate  bill  entitled  An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Su- 
wannee  River,  was  read  third  time,  mid  on  the  question  of  its  pat* 
aagj^  the  vote  was 

z  KA8— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allison,  Bradwell,  Br3ran,  Collins^ 
CniwfiHrd,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hancock,  Henderson,  Johnston,  King^ 
W.  M.  Maxwell,  Ovmrstreet,  Ross,  Scott,  Sheldon,  Shields,  Smith, 
and  Waterston~20. 

NaTB«-Metors.  Cook,  Hagner,  and  Higginbotham — 3. 

So  said  bill  passed — title  as  stated. 

The  House  then  took  recess  until  2  1-2  o'clock,  P.  M. 


21  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  aqd  the  following  wa^  tead  abd  otdeh»d  to  be 
spread  on  the  journals :      , 

Reed,  of  tifon.  John  CHiaiit,^  Speaket  House  df  Representatives 
ihree  copies  Kaufman's  Mhckelvy,  reCelYed  by  him  through  the 
niaU  to  be  deposited  by  kne  kctording  to  la#. 

W^.  u»  lu05£Ii£ir* 

Executive  Ofiice,  Jany.  8, 1848. 

The  following  report  was  read : 

The  committee  on  enrolled  l>ills  report  ks  c6tm!Ay  enrblbd^ 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  quali^catidhfe  ahdtopteitribe  thednliea 
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of  oleriu,  GOQDly  coinii|iMv>peT9  fundah^rift,  t  elected  on  die  i!ia$ 
Monday  in  October,  1847,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Preamble  and  resolutions  asking  Congress  to  provide  lands  for 
ihe  inhabitants  of  certain  townships  for  the  support  of  Public 
Schools. 

Resolution  authorizing  the  printrng  of  common  school  bills. 

Preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  the  passage  of  a  law  grantmg 
rail  road  companies  hereafter  to  be  chartered,  ev^y  dtemata  sec- 
tion of  publio  Und  over  which  such  rail  road  may  pass. 

Preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  the  sixteenth  eectionsfraar 
ted  by  Congress  for  Public  Schools. 

An  act  to  authorize  Judges  of  Probates  of  the  several  coimties 
in  this  State  io  appoint  guardians  for  free  negroes. 

Resolutions  in  relation  to  Internal  Improvements. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  H.  R.  W.  Andrews  and  others. 

An  act  to  change  ihe  name  of  Mary  Elizabeth  Ledbetler  of  Cal- 
*houn  county,  to  that  of  Mary  Elizabeth  Doles. 

An  act  to  regulate  and  define  the  duties  of  the  County  Commis* 
sioners  in  Ca}houn  county. 

An  ac.t  to  regulate  the  fees  of  collecting  offfcers  in  certain  oases. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  J.  Armistead. 

An  act  providing  for  compensation  to  be  paid  to  L.  A.  Thonqp* 
son  for  preparing  3  Digest  of  the  laws  of  Florida,  and 

An  act  to  empower  Robert  Higdon  Hall,  a  minor,  to  assome  the 
management  of  his  own  estate. 

WILLIAM  A.  FORWARD,  Chairman. 

Alsq  the  following : 

Senate  Chambbr,  Jan.  8,  1848. 
Ban*  Speaker  of  ihe  House  of  Representatives : 

Sib— The  Senate  has  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendmentB  suggest- 
ed  by  the  Committee  of  Conference,  to  House  bill  en^tled  An  Act  to 
define  the  duties  and  prescribe  the  compensation  of  Tax  Astessofs  and 
Collectors  in  this  State,  and  have  appomted  Messrs.  Faiihanks,  Smith 
and  McMiUan,  a  Committee  of  Free  Conference,  to^  act  with  a  similar 
CoDunittee  on  the  part  of  the  House  upon  the  subject  of  the  last  con&rr 
ence.  Very  RespectfiiUy, 

C.  W.  DOWNING,  Seo'y  Senate. 

A  similar  committee  was  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Allison,  Hagner  and  Collins. 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Backer,  was  read 
third  time,  and  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  vote  was— 

,Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs. Allisoii,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Bumham, 
Collins,  Crawford,  Forward,  Garrason,  Hall,  Hagner,  Hancock, 
Henderson,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  A.  £.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maz- 
weH)  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Quigles,  Ross,  Scott,  Smith  and  Taylor 
—23. 

Nats — none. 

So  tttd  bill  passed.    Title  as  stated. 
^  The  following  Report  was  read  : 
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lie  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  Report  as  correctly  enrollec^ 

An  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concerning  Limitations  of  ActionVy 

Ah  Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  a  Tariff  of  Fee^ 
"  approved  Jan.  6, 1847,  and 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  organize  the  Circuit  Courts  of  thd  State 
rfFlorida. 

WILLIAM  A.  FORWARD,  Chairman. 

The  following  report  was  read  : 
The  Committee  of  Free  Conference,  appointed  by  the  two  House's, 

upon  the  disagreeing  votes  thereof^  upon  the  bill  to  be  entitled  An 

Act  to  define  ^e  duties  and  prescribe  the  compensation  of^  the  Tax 
.  Assessors  and  Collectors  of  this  State,  beg  leave  to-^ 

Reiporty ,  That  they  have  conferred  together,  and  have  agreed  tp  re- 
commend to  the  two  Houses,  the  passage  of  the  bill  herewith  report^ 
as  amended. 

All  of  which  is  respectfiilly  submitted. 

A.  K.  ALLISON,  Chairman 

of  the  House  Committee. 

G.  A.  FAIRBANKS,  Chairman. 

of  the  Senate  Committee. 

Whi(5h  was  concurred  in,  and  the  Senate  notified  thereof 

0)Q  motion  of  MfT  Allison,  leave  was  granted  him  to  spread  the 
following  upon  the  journal  : 

The  undersigned,  with  leave  of  the  House,  asks  to  make  the  follow. 
ing  explanation  of  his  vote  this  day  given  on  the  passage  of  the  bittto 
be  entitled  An  Act  to  define  the  duties  and  prescribe  the  compensation  • 
cSf  Tax  Assessors  and  Collectors  of  this  State. 

This  bill  passed  the  House  some  days  since,  with  the  amendment 
oflbred  by  the  undersigned,  which  fixed  the  salaries  of  those  officers  at 
a  rate  conisiderably  lower  than  is  provided  in  the  present  bill.  The 
Senate  so  amended  said  bill  as  to  make  it  inapplicable  to  the  persons 
now  elected  to  those  ofiSces — in  which  amendment  the  House  refilled 
to  concur. 

The  Senate  then  refiising  to  recede  fi-om  its  amendment,  a  Commit* 
tee  of  Conference,  on  the  part  of  both  Houses,  were  appointed,  which 
agreed  upon  and  reported  an  amendment — which  report  was  concUTted 
in  by  the  House,  but  was  not  so  concurred  in  by  the  Senate.  Thus 
the  matter,  stood  when  a  Committee  of  Free  Conference  were  appoint- 
ed  on  the  part  of  both  Houses,  who  agreed  upon  the  bill  herewtth  re- 
ported.  The  undersigned,  feeling  it  his  duty  to  assist  in  doing  soide* 
thing  to  place  the  State  in  such  conditidh  as  it  would  be  enabled  to  col- 
lect the  reventie,  which  could  not  be  done  under  (he  then  existing  laws 
—-although  opposed  to  some  of  the  details  of  the  bill-- ^leemed  it  bct^  to 
fi>regO  said  oppodtion,  and  vote*  for  the  biU. 

•  A.  K.  ALLISON,  VOadsden  Cd; 

The  following  )re|:R)rt  'was  r.ead  atid  concurred  in  r 
Thd^loint  Select  Committee,  appbin^  to  confer  upon  th^  suhjedt  of 

adjournment  of  the  p^^sent  General  Assembly  have  discharged  that 

ouiy,  uiu 
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jRepMi,  Thai  afier  hating  confeiT^.wilhtlMSecietaf^  of  t^ 
ftte  and  Cleik  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  enrolling  clez)c»«« 
and  findingthat  there  was  but  eight  orders  to  be  acted  upon^  wailed 
upon  His  Excellency,  and  infomwd  him  of  the  state  of  business  be- 
,  fm  the  General  AsseniUjr*  >  Hia  ^xc^Uency  then  informed  the  Cora, 
mittee  that  he  would  be  ready  for  the  adjournment,  at  any  hour  ths 
General  AsseniUy  shall  determine*  Your  Committee,  therefore,  re- 
commend that  the  present  General  Assembly  acljoum  sine  <2ie|.this 
eveniiig,  at  *-~-  o'clock.         JOSHUA  TAYLOR,  Chairman 

of  the  House  Committee. 
J.  P.  SANDERSON,  Chairman 
Senate  Committee. 
Bouse  resolution  relatife  to  renting  out  the  basement  rooms  of  the 
capilol,  were  returned  from  Senate  having  passed,  that  body,  a^ 
were  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

Senate  resolution  relative  to  Thompson's  Digest,  was  read,  and 
the  rule  being  waived,  on  the  question  of  its  passage  the  yeas  and 
naya  being  called  by  Messrs.  Brad  well  and  Quigles,  the  vote  was 
Yeas— Messrs.  Cook,  Higginbotham,  Morrison,  Overstreei  and 
Taylor— 5. 
Nays — Mr.  Speaker,.  Messrs.  Aldrich,  Allison, ,  Amon,  Baane^ 
,  man,  Bradwell,  Bryan,  Collins,  Crawford,  Focward^arrason,  Hag- 
ner,  Hall,  Henderson,  Hobart,  Johnston,  King,  A,  E.  Maxwell,  W. 
M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Monroe,  Qnigles, 
Ross,  Scptt,  Sheldon,  Shields  and  Smith — 27. 
So  aaid  resolution  was  lost. 
The  following  was  read  : 

SEITA.TE  Chai^b,  Jan.  8, 1848. 
.,  Boru  Speaker  of  the  BousB  of  RepresetUatwes : 

Snt— The  S(enate  has  passed  House  bill,  entitled  An  Act  t^  an* 

thorize  Thomas  I^  Bains.to  convey  a  town  lot,  in  the  town  of  Qiun- 

.  cyt  Florida,  with  the  following ,  amendments,  to  wit :  After  ^Bains," 

in  fifth  line  of  section  first,  insert  *'a  minor,"  and  strike  out  all  be« 

•tweenthe  word  ^Ho,"  in  sixth  line»  and  the  word  ^^fuUy,"  in  eighth 

,   line  of  said  section^  «nd  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  '^ll  and  be," 

.^m^  whicl^  the  cpncurr^ncQ  of  the  House  is  requested. 

•  Very  Respectfolly, 

C.  W,  DOWNING,  Sec'y  Senate. 
The  Hoose  .€oncun;ed,in,th?  aipendmeats,  and  the  bilL  was^  qr- 
,  4«ced  to  be.^nroU^d. 
.  The  following. i;9<^sag^,^aa  read: 

.  Sb^cajts  Cbuiuoer^  7|UU  8t  ],8A8. 
,,fbn^JSp^aker(^iUi4lIouieofRepresetU^ 

Sis — ^The  Senate  has  iMi|en4e4.  BoMs^  a,m^|nd«iei^ta  ^^fto  hill, 

enlMled  An  ^<#,  to^Mii^eod  th^  s^yeral  acts  to  raise  a  ReTenoe  for  dus 

State,  app,OYe*^ply^,i94^,,^^;^  5Mr^.|a45,,b,L*^1>«W«* 

,  ^'taB/^jui4inser^.^0nty,'^inlhjurdW  oCj^a^funyc 

.  Veryr         ' '""  " 


C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sefi'jt  ^S^ 
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And  on  motion  to  agree  to  Senate  amondments  to  Honse  ankind« 
ment,  the  yeas  and  najra  were  daliod  by  iMenr*.  Blalckbum  and 
Henderson.     TJid^vote  wae  .'   .  >    * 

YEAfl'-'-Mr.  Speaker,  Meeere.  Ajldrtehi  Bryan^  Bornhamy  Forward, 
Garrason,  Hancocks  Henderson,  Hisgiiybotliain,  Hobart;  Kiagr  ^ 
£.  MuiwelU  Mitchell  of  Moiu9oe,Oerstre;etyQiii^e8)  Rose,.  Shel- 
don and  Smith-^18.  ^ 

Nai£8 — Messtrs.  AUisoS)  ArnoUr  Banoennan,  Blaokbur*,  Brad- 
well,  Collins^  Cook,  CrawA>id^  Bagne^,  Uall»  Johnston,  W.  M.Maz- 
well,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Morriaonj  Soott^  Shields  land  Ta}^lar^^l7. 
So  said  amendment  wae  ooncur Ml  in. 

The  following  message  from  the  >Qoverner  was  re^  t' 

ExBoulfi^  DcPAJtvmnnv  January  SjlSi^. 
4knSemtn  of  Me  Senate,  and  of  the  Ilmae  4f  BefrmenUOwef: 

I.  bave  the  honop*  to  eolictl;  yoiir  advice  and  copsmit  to  the  fidlowiiig 
nominations :  '         > . 

Jambs  *€!ib8on  and  Thos.  Preston,  ais  Tobacoo  lBspeotor»-*^and 
Anson  Hancock  and  Wm.  A.  Wood,  as  Port  Wardens,  for  tke  cotmtjf 
fif  Franklin.  • 

Very  Respectfully,  W.  D.  MOSELEY.  • 

And  the  nominations  advised  and  consented  to.   ' 

The  following  also  were  read : 

ExEctTTiTE  DKFAXtiisNT,  Jattuaiy  7,  184B. 
Gendemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  House  of  RepresentaUoea  :■ 

I  have  approved  the  following  acie  and  reedotions,  *o  wit : 

An  act  to  amend  the  criminal  laws  of  force  in  this  fitate ;      >  <:. 

An  act  to  make  valid  the  proceedings  of  sundry  persons,  ooitl- 
missioned  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  this  Stale  ; 

An  act  relative  to  Judges  of  Probate,  County  Coinmissioners  femd 
Sherifie> 

An  act  to  regulate  the  time  of  holding  the  Cireuil  Oodcti  in  the 
Middle  Circuit; 

An  act  ta  provide  for  the  location  of  the  eraiCy  aite.  of  Calhoun 
county; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jamea  C.  Asfatooand  Harman  High ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  McRaeny  and  Alfred  A.  Fikher; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  A.  Shine  and  Joseph  A.  £d- 
mondson;  •  '< 

^  Ah  ac(t  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  PnUio  Lands^  and  toigfeant 
pve^eniptlon  rights  in  certain  cases ; 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a  county  site  in  the  cooitty 
t>r'Washiag)teih ; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  organite  Coorlf  of  Fnf- 
'Ut#  ibr  the  State  dfFleirida;  i      ^ 

An  aet^  to  ohange  the  nanae  of  Mary  E.  Ledbelter  afCUkatt 
county  to  that  of  Mary  E.  Doles ; 

'    Aniicitiyrefliriita  and  define  diirdnties  of  the  Gmm^  CkmilDis 
•apvmeiB  ib  Cadbonn  ooobty ;  i  ;       ,      :    ^\ 
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An  act  to  regulate  tbe  fees  of  coltocting  officert  in  certain  catea; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  J.  Arroistead  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  H.  R.  W.  Andrews  and  others  ; 

An  act  lo  aotboriie  Judges  of  Probates  of  the  seTeral  counties  in 
this  State  to  appqint  Goardians  for, free  negroes; 

An  act  to  empower  Robert  H.  Hall,  a  minor,  to  assume  the  maa^ 
agement  of  his  own  estate  ; 

An  act  providing  compensation  to  be  paid  L.  A.  Thompson  ; 

An  act  to  provide  ibr  the  qualifications  and  to  prescribe  the  d«- 
ties  of  Clerks,  Sherifik,  and  County  Commissioners,  elected  on  the 
first  Monday  in  October,  1847,  and  for  other  purposes  ; 

An  act  to  change  the  namea  of  pecsons  therein  named  ^ 

An  act  to  organize  the  county  of  Holmes  ; 

Preamble  and  resolutioM  requesting  otrr  Members  in:  Congre« 
to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  to  graduato  the  price  ef  the  public 
lands  in  this  State  ; 

Resolutions  relative  to  tbe  payment  ef  Capt  William  H.  Payne's 
company ; 

Resolution  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  United  States'  Land 
Office  from  Newnansville  to  Ocala ; 

Resolutions  in  regard  to  lands  which  have  reverted  back  to^the 
General  Government  under  the  Armed  OceupatioB  Act,  and  iir  regard 
to  the  eight  sections  of  land  granted  to  Florida  for  the  fixing  of  a  Seat 
of  Government; 

Resokitiotts  requesting  the  Senators  and  Representativo  of  Hotida 
in  Congress,  to  procure  copies  of  all  the  Surreys  and  Reports  made 
hereon  ef  Canal  and  Rail  Road  Routes  in  Florida,  by  the  United 
States  Government,  fix*  the  use  of  this  State.; 

Preamlde  and  Resolutions  asking  Congress  to  provide  knds  fiir  the 
inhabitants  of  certain  townships,  for  the  support  of  Public  Schools ; 

Resolution  in  relation  to  Printing  1000  copies  House  and  Senate 
Bills,  for  the  establishment  of  Common  Schools ; 

Resolution  in  relatton  to  Printing  the  Laws  of  the  present  session ; 
Very  Respectfiilly,  W.  D.  MOSELEY, 

ExsouTtvs  DsriJiTMBiiT,  January  6,  184& 
Chndememofthe  Sennte 

and  of  the  House  qf  Mepreseutatioea  i 

I  have  approved  the  following  Acts  and  Resolutions,  to  wit : 

An  «bt  to  amend  the  sereral  acts  concerning  limitations  of  actiens ; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  organise  the  Circuit  Courts  of  te  Stats 
of  Florida) 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  a  Tariff*  of 
Fees,  approved  Jan.  6,  1847  ; 

An  act  to  ascertain  the  number  of  white  chOdren  between  the 
ages  •of  If>  and  18  years,  and  to  obtain  informatioa  raspoeting  the 
common  school  land  ; 

An  act  to  repeal  ah  aoi  entided  aa  act  to  amend  an  act  to  eslahli^ 
a  Tariff -of  Fees,  approved  February  15th;  1844,  and  which  was  f- 
proved  Decembc^  27th,  1845  ^ 
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An  Md  to  pmride  far  the  jmymeal  of  Jmws  aKd  Stale  witaeMet; 

Jtesolutkm  iiLFektfioB  to  James  A.  Batighej. 

Very  resp^cdully, 

W,  D.  MOSELEY. 

Also  the  following : 

Sbitats  CuAMBKSLf  Jan.  8, 1846. 
Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  ofRepreseniativeB : 

SiB--The  Si^naie  has  concurred  in  the  Report  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittees of  Free  Conference,  appointed  by  the  two  Houses,  vqKm  the 
dteagreetng  ^rote  thereof«ipen  the  biQ  to  be  entitled.  An  Aet  is  define 
the  duties  and  prescribe  the  ceoipensation  o^  the  Tax  Asseooore  and 
jDoUectors  of  this  State. 

Veiy  Respectfully, 

C,  W.  DOWNINO,  Sec'y  Senate. 

The  amendments  were  eoacumd  in,  ajadjttie  Ml  o^rdered  tto  he 
enrolled. 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the^reHef  of  Nathan  fiadcer,  was 
vstnrned  from  the  Senate,  hanng  passed  that  bpdy,  find  was  ordered 
19  ^e  enrolled. 

The  following  message  fiom  the  Smiate  was  zeceiTod,  yiz : 

Sbnats  Chambbb,  January  8th,  ISAB, 
Sbn.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresesMtwes. 

Sis  :  The  Senate  has  passed  House  bill, . entitled  an  act  making 
appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  fthiid  Greneral  Assembly 
ik  the  fitrtte  of  Flocida,  and  m  other  purposes,  with  the  following 
anaendments,  via : 

In  the  first  section,  insert  as  ioUows :  John  Costin,  number  of 
miles  1,400,  $140— No.  of  days  48— per  diem  9144.   Total,  $169* 

And  that  Francis  Amou  receive  compensatbn  fiv  48  days,  per 
diem  9144— mileage,  260  mUes,  955.     Total,  $160. 

And  Uiat  Stephen  Richards  recerre  compensation  for  (bur  days, 
$12,and250nules,$25.    Total,  $37. 

And  that  W.  B.  Lancaster,  Chief  Ck»k  4^  the  House  of  Repjte- 
sentatiTes,  receive  compensation  for  48  days,  $192. 

In  which  the  concurraice  of  the  Home  is  requested. 

Very  respectfiiDy,  C.  W.  DOWNING,  Sec'y  Senate* 

And  the  House  concnrred  in  the  first  amendment ;  and  on  the 
concurrence  in  the  second,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Uagner  and  Hall,  the  vote  was, 

T^s — Messrs.  Aid  rich,  Biacicbnrn,  Bumham,  Collins,  Cook, 
Forward,  Garrason,  Hancock,  Higginbotham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  £• 
Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  Mitchell  of  Jackson,  Mitchell  of  Mo^e* 
roe,  Morrison,  Ross,  Shields,  Smith,  and  Tayior-^2d. 

Nays^Mt.  Speaker,  Messrs.  AUison,  BradweU,  Bqiwi,  Ofttif- 
isvd,  Hagner,  Bail,  Henderson,  Johnston,  and  duiglee-^lO. 

So  said  amendou^nt,  relative  to  the  pay  of  Mr.  Ainou,  was  con«> 
curred  in.  • 

:  Uponconodrrenoi  in  the  thirds  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called i>y 
Mesm.  Collina  and  fikiokbusn^  dM  vote  waft, 
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Collios,  Cook,  Forward,  Oarraa^D^  HaHoock,  lUadetsoii,  Higfin- 
botham,  Hobart,  King,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  W.  M.  Maxwell,  MitcheU 
of  JncSctoir,  NKtchell  ef  Monroe,  Gtuigles,  Ross,  Shields,  Smith, 
and  Taylor— 23. 

NAY8*-rMp.'  Speaker^  Mefesrs.  Biadwell,  Crawford,  Hagner,  Hall, 
Johnston,  and  Morrisony^T- 

fio  hM  Ontrd  asMiidment,  J^elatite  totthe  pay  of  Stephen  Riafauds, 
was  ooQourred  iii.       . 

'  This  Ibimh  amendment^  reiataTe  ta  the  pay  of  the  chief  dark  of 
the  Hovte,  wns  not  concckcred  in  hj  the  House. 

The  following  report  was  read : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bttla^  report  as  correctly  enrolled-— 

An  Act  to  audioriae  Thomas  L.  Bakes  to  convey  a  town  lot,  in 
the  toWA  of  Quincy,  and  for  other  puipoees ;       ' 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  gcaated 
to  the  ^tate^  for  the  j^orposB'  <>f  internal  imprarement ; 
'  An  Ax^inakingapp^opriatkms  impart  ibrihastipfie^ 
Government,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  o£  Odo* 
her,  A;  IK,.  1848,  and  k>  soppfy  deficiencies  during  tiie  last  fiscal 
year; 

An  act  to  amend  an^idlo  oatabfish  the  office  of  Register  of  Fnb- 
lie  Lands,  for  the  State  of  Florida ; 

And  two  t«sokiliOils  without  titkie* 

WILLIAM  A.  FORWARD,  Chmrwum. 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  until  half  past  six  o'alock. 

6i  O'CLOCK. 

ThB'Uonke  met,  and  the  ibllowing  zeport  Was.vead^       : 

The  Conmiittee  dn  Enrollied  Bills,  repiort  as  cmrectly  enrolled—- 
-An  Act  to  de&ie  the  du^ee,  and  prescribe  die  conopensatifmof  tax 
assessors  and  collectors  in  this. State  ;  and    . 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Backnx». 

W«  A.  FORWAKDi  Chairman. 

Senate  receded  from  the  amtndmeitt  to  Honee  biU,  entitled  an  act 
ipaJdng  appropriatioB  to  defira^  the  ei)>ense8  ef  the  Bd  Generid  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Honda,  and  fiir  oiier  pmpeaes,  iad  thb  llil]» 
B0  ametided,  was  ordeted  to  be  enreUsd. 

Go  motion  of  Mr.  Forward,  it  wne-^   .  : 

.  UeMmdj  That  tiie  dianks  d*  this  fionse  ai^  di»  to  die  fion. 
Jcnit  OsMMyfot  lhi&  abiHly  and  imj^rtlaHty  ivdth  which  he.hae  pve* 
sided  over  the  deUbantiioiis  of  thie  braoK^h  of  die  General  Asseaibfy. 

Which  was  nnaniinonsly  adopted. 

Mi^.^SpaoJoef  then  ezpzesseA  hia  thanks  to.  the  nftniheis  of  this 
House,  ib^  the  uhiidiinity.srith  whiob  th^huid  aidlsd  hion  ih  the 
diaehaige  of  hisT  daiifes^whil^tjdocQpjHng^  tbe  Ohair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allison,  it  was;—  »•    ' 

JResdlisd^.That  tiie  tfaaite of  this  House  tnrednetet^^ 
Rutledge,  the  chief  cleik^  and  otheir  oAoei*  eCtUia  Hoase;iQrtk^ 
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•tricl;Mtei|itfoii^  tXKite  dutftaief  tfatfk  mt«ib1  oflfces,  and  the  uniferm 
kindness  they  have  shown  to  the  members  there<^  daring  the  MOsicB*' 
The  following  report  was  read  : . 

The  Committee  £m< Exttolled.Biik^  report  asicotreelly^  eMoHed-^ 
An  Aet  making  appropmtkm  to  defhty  th^.  expenses  or  thife  Aird 
G^neiral  AsflBrtibly  of  the  Slate  of  Ffesidat  and  ht  other  purposes*' 
WILLIAM  A,  FORWARD,  CkmrlBan. 

A  cpmmjttee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hagner,  Forward,  and  A.  B. 
Maxwell/was  appointed,  on  the  part  of  the  House/ to  act  with  a 
similar  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  upon  his  Excellency  the 
(Jbvtmor,  and  inform  him  that  both  branches  of  the  General  As- 
sembly are  now  ready  to  adjourn,  and  to  inquire  if  his  Excellene^f 
hiis  any  fYnrther  cofnttitmicatfon  td  make  to  tb^  General  Assemt/iy. 

The  following  message  from  the  Senate  was  read : 

SENi^T]p  CjrtAiqiBR,  Jan.  8,  I848, 
Ijon.  Speaker  of  the  llmise  of  Representatives. 

Bis:  The. Senate  has  appointed  Messrs..  Fairbanks,  Burdtt^  and 
Avery,  a  committee,  to  act  with  the .  comsaittee  on  the.  part  of  the 
Ek)use»  to  wait  one  his  Excellency  the  Goverpov,  a«Mi  to  inform  him 
that  both  Qouse^  of  (be  General  A  ssembly  are  now  ready  to  adjourn, 
and  to  mquire  if  his  Excellency  has  any  further  comnHuiicatioix  to, 
mak^  to  the  General  Assembly,   . 

-Respectfully,         ■      |C..  W,  DOWNING,  5ec'y  5e7i<ric. 

The  following  from  the  Governor  were  read  : 

,    .».  EKecutivb  Dbpaktmbnt,  January  8, 1848. 
Gendemenpf  the  Sienale 

and  oj  the  House  of  Rei^re^ettt^ives  : 

The  following  Acts  and  Rt^solutions  ha^enot  been  signed  by  m^ 
but  havoj  n<;verthi^lessT  Fjecome  the  law  of  the  laud,  under  the  fallow, 
ing  clause  of  the  Xtitli  3f»ction  of  the  3d  article  of  the  Congtitulion  of 
this  Statoa,  viz  ;  "  And  if  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  hy  the  Gov. 
ernor,  wjthin  five  day&  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  liave  been 
ptesenled  lo  him,  tlie  same  ©Hall  be  a  law^  in  like  manner  as  if  he 
bad  signed  iL" 

An  act  to  make  tlie  Ceitiflcates  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  Te- 
cetvable  in  pajTTient  of  ail  public  dwos  j 

Ao  act  relative  to  the  duties  and  compensation  of  (he  Adjutant  anrf^ 
Inspector  General  of  this  Statd )  *  :<'... 

Resolution  nBlative  to  the  cpipimisslbnin^,  bjr  the  Goverhoir,  of  'Jcdb- 
tices  of  the  .Peace ;         .      .     .      . 

ResoWtion  in  relation  to, l^fajotWiji.  W.  Loring  and  Lieut.  M, 
C.  Marin ;  ' 

Memorial  and  Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Florida  to  the  President,  Post-Master  General,  and  Uie  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  a  mail  route  therein  mentioned. 

Very  lespectfiilly^ 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 
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ExMCcrtrm  DrnfAxnamr^  Juamry  8, 1M8. 
Omdm^em  of  tJU  S^mqi^ 

and  of  the  Hou9e  of  Repr€$enUKlipes  f 

I  hare  approred  Um  followiDg  acts  and  ratolotioiis,  to  wit  c 

An  Act  to  improve  tha  navigatiofi  of  (ha  SnwaDnea  nTor; 

Raaolotion  io  relatioo  to  rcDtiog  baa^ment  rooms  of  tha  Capitd ; 

An  Act  to.  amend  an  act  to  esublish  the  office  of  Register  of 
Public  Lands  ibr  the  Sute  of  Florida ; 

Resolution  requiring  pa|blication  of  M^ndn^nts  to  tha  Conati* 
tutioa ; 

An  Act  to  define  the  duties  and  prescribe  the  cpmpepsatioo  of 
tax  assessors  and  collectors  ^ 

An  act  to  authorize  J,  l^  Barnes  to  coi^vey  a  tf>w^  ^^^  ^ 
town  of  Cluiney,  dec; 

An  Act  making  appropriations  in  part  for  the  support  of  the  State 
GoTcrnment,  during  the  jesr  ending  31st  imj  of  October,  1848, 
and  to  supplj  deficiencies  during  the  last  fiscal  year ; 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act  to  profide  for  tha  sale  of  bads  graatad 
to  the  State,  for  the  purpoee  of  internal  improresMot. 

Very  respectfiiUy,  W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

EzacunvB  DBPAamirr,  Jan.  8,  1848. 
GtnOemenofthe8enaUa»doftheHou8eofReprefentaiive$: 

I  have  ap[Mtnred  An  Act  to  amend  the  several  acts  to  raiai  a  Rer. 
enue  for  this  State,  approved  July  24,  1845,  and  Dec.  27,  1S4&. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  D.  MOSELET. 

EsqBcuTTvx  DBPABTnirr,  Jan.  8,  1848. 
6renl2eaiCA  of  the  Senate^  tmd  House  of  Represeniathses : 
I  have  approved  the  following  act  to  wit : 
An  Act  making  appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  third 
(General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Florida,  snd  for  other  punwaes. 
Vjery  r^pectfully,  W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

House  committee. appoii^ed  to  wait. on  the  Goyemor,  reported 
that  his  Excellency  ha!d  no  more  communicationa  to  make. 

A  committee  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houae  that  the  Senate 
was  ready  to  adjourn,  and  a  similar  readiness  on  ,the  part  of  the 
House  was  communicated  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ctuiggles,  prayer  was  offere4  by  th,a  ftey. 
fianuel  B«  Foster ;  aAer  which, 

Pn  motion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  the  House  adjourned  dne  die. 

WM.  B.  LANCASTER. 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  RepresenUftwee* 
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In,  Hems*  of  Revreseniaihts,  Jan,  7ih,  1848,  Ordered,  Thtt  the  Printer  0/ 
this  House  append  to  the  Journals  of  this  House,  at  its  present  session,  th« 
two  bills  to  proTide  for  the  establishment  of  common  schools,  as  well  that  ^ass- 
•d  bj  Uie  Senate  as  that  passed  by  this  House.    - 


SENATE  BILL. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  Common  Schools. 
Abtigia  L — Of  the  State  SuperuUendent. 

Section  h  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Ifytue  of  Representor 
Hues  of  the  State  of  Florida^  m  General  AuembUy  convened^  That 
the  Register  of  Public  Lands  shall  be,  bj  yirtue  of  his  office.  Supers 
intendent  of  Schools  for  the  State. 

Sec  2,  Be  it  Jwiher  enacted.  It  shall  be  his  duty— First  To  make 
an  annual  report  to  the  Goyemor,  to  be  laid  before  the  General  A«- 
•emblfy  containing  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  the 
State-^-the  situation  and  expenditure  of  school  mone  js — plans  for  the 
^proTement  and  management  of  the  common  school  fUnd,  and  Ibr 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  Common  Schools — an  exhibit 
diowing  the  iuanber  of  children  in  each  school  district,  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  ei^liteen  years,  attending  school  in  each  district,  and 
the  number  of  schools  in  each  county,  according  to  the  report  mads 
to  him  by  the  sereral  county  superintendents ;  and,  also,  all  such 
other  matters,  relating  to  his  office,  as  he  may  deem  expedient  to 
oommunicate.  Second.  He  shall  notify  the  Countjr  Superintendents 
of  their  election.  Third.  He  shall  annually  apportion  the  school 
monep  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  sereral  counties  of  the  State, 
which  apportionment  shall  be  made  to  the  sereral  counties,  in  pro« 
portion  to  the  number  of  white  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
ei^iteen  years,  attending  school  in  each  county.  FoOTth.  He  shaD 
certify  each  apporticmment  made  by  him  to  the  Comptn^er,  and 
•hall  give  immediate  notice  thereof  to  the.  Covnty  Superintendent  of 
each  county  interested  therein,  stating  the  amount  of  moneys  appoi- 
tioned  to  his  countjr,  and  the  time  when  the  same  Will  be  payable  to 
km*  Flfthw  lie  shall  cause  printed  forms  and  instructions  on  all 
matters  relating  to  the  school  system,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  se7eral 
counties,  as  he  shall  deem  requisite ;  and,  alsoy  filraish  6ach  school 
district  with  a  copy  of  this  aot,  and  of  all  afcerations  in  the  same 
whkh  may  hereafter  be  made.  Sixth.  He  shall  hear  and  deckle  ap* 
peab  as  h^«inafter  prorided.  Seventh.  He  shall  peribnn  sndi 
ediof  duties  as  mar,  from  time  to  time,  be  required  by  law  of  him. 

Sec  ^  Be  it  fwrther  enacted.  That  all  reasonable  expenses  in- 
coned  by  him  iti  the  execution  of  his  duties^  sfaafl,  upon  due  pfooi,  • 
be  aUowed  to  him  bj  the  Comptroller,  and  be  paid  out  of  tba 
Treasuiy. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•M4 

6ec.  4.  Be  ii  furfket  enacted^  That,  wben  the  sum  distributed  tiv 
Ibe  fiupti^rt  •f  commoli  schoi^  flN^U  amDimt  to  twoitfy  tb>vs«iid  dol- 
lars annually,  the  Superintendent  shall  receire,  in  addition  to  his 
t>Te8ent  salary,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  doDars* 

Akttcle  n. 

Sec.  t.  Be  it  fdnher  CTWctetl,  That  the  sum  annually  to  be  dis- 
tributed hr  the  support  of  conunon  schools,  shall  be  paid  oa  the  first 
day  of  September  in  eyeir  year,  on  the  warrant  of  the  Comptroller, 
to  the  superintendents  of  the  several  counties,  who  shall  apply  for 
and  receive  the  school  moficjs  appfntipiiad-to^eir  i^spective  coim« 
ties,  as  soon  as  the  same  become  payable. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  the  County  Superititendent 
■hall  lay  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Bolti^  of  County  Commis- 
ttonsrs  in  their  respective  counties,  notice  of  tho  aMouiit  so  mp^r* 
tione<l  to  said  eountias  and  it  ahatl  b^  the  duty  of  the  board  of  Couoi^ 
jCommissioners  at  such  meeting,  and  annuaUy  dierealler,  to  «dd  to  tUa 
sums  to  be  raised  in  said  county  for  oi^er  toamt^  puirposes,  a  aum  al 
l^aol  e<}ual  to  the  school  moTOys  which  shall  have  been  ap)>ortiitaed 
Jk>  such  coUAty-^wkieh  moneys,  00  added  togetibor,  with  ^  &e6  of  te 
elector,  shiJl  be  levied  and  collected  in  th^  same  maaaer  as  odmr 
moneys  directed  to  be  ^ised  in  the  county. 

^  Seo.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That,  until  »  school  fond  ebail  be 
oceated,  the  annual  interest  6f  which  wU^  amoHot  to  ^fyeem  hnndiod 
dollars,  the  County  Commissioners  ane  empowered  to  raise  by  tezfeb- 
tion,  in  the  manner  above  provided,  a  su^nient  anlount  to  pay  4>e 
"Wages  of  die  ieaefaers  in  their  respective  couofiesu 

See*  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  commistioiibrs  shall  n- 
qtiire  the  collector  of  eaoh  eouaty,  by  theii!  wkMoA  tc  }a.m,^  to  tor 
^rhatever  moikeys  are  HM>lleoted  (retaming  his  fees  for  csllBGtian)4D 
itbe  County  Superintendent  of  Common-  Schools. in  '9ach  coim^ 
whose  veceipt  shall  be  si^icient  «videnoe  of  sueh  payraeiit. 
AnTioiJi  m^-^-jCfhsniy  SuperinMndemL 

See.  1.  Beit  further  efiaetoc2,That  Atere  shall  be  elected  aninnl- 
ly,  in  each  county  of  ^e  Stitte,  by  the  qualified  ^bters,  at  the  ekie* 
tioD  x>f  sherifii  county  commissibners,  and  other  oooa^y  ofiicerSy  a  stt- 
ipearintendetat  of  <ioniiiio^  schools  Ibr  the  coun^^  who  shall^bM  iS»  ^ 
-fiee  until  his  successor  is  elected. 

Sec.  2.  Be  k  further  enacteds  That  should^the  ouaiified  elsolofs 
ifiul  to  elect  a. superintendent  in  the  aanaer'abore  pAhided,  or  ^inU 
.a.vacanoy  occur  in  the  office ^fsuperiiitaadenlytber  dMvft^f  €««^ 
Commissioners  shall  have  power  to  €^t  said  offioer.   ^ 

Seo.  3.  Be  it  farther  snito^  That,  in  case  qf  the^etectioa  o#sib> 
-ptriilfeBdefeit  b^  the  qualified  votets,  it  shall  be  tlie  ddty  of  Ae  li. 
iipectm  of  tfie  al^tiob  to  make^ut  the  returns  iti'^  «ame  niawiiy 
asihe  arelnnis  fi>r  othor  offi^eis,  and  feratatd  th«i)i  4o  the  Sdrt»  Ah 
^riatend^  Should  the  sU|mHiitbnd0iiebe  ^looted  by^Uie^^BoMfl  of 
.€ou|ity  CoMMissAwers,  a  ceitifidrt^4bttait  efiMt  shall  be  jrfghedte 
«Im^iorilgnor;tli|d  BoaH.aad  toitt,«»ike  fliat^tSsperiirteUn^ 
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Bee*  4.  Bs  U  ftink§r  emichd,T\Ai  ksbafl  b^  lli^.ihilgr  of  tb| 
Couni^  Supe^rintendent— FiJC^t  within  ten  days  from  the  time  of  being 
notified  of  hi^  appcantment^.tp.  file  with  the  President  of  the  Bo^r% 
of  County  Comoiis'sionejrs  a  bond»  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties^ 
to  be  approved  by  the  President,  or  a  majority  of  the  Board,  in  & 
penalty  double  thaamount  of  school  money  which  his  county  received 
fiom  all  sOHrc^  during  the. y^ar  preceding  his  appointment,  condi-* 
tioned  for  the  faithiiil  application  and  legal  disbursement  of  all  th^ 
icbool  m&tkey  coming  to  his  hands ;  and  in  case  such  bond  shall  not 
be  executed  and  filed  as  aforesaid,  with  the  time  specified,  the  offica 
eliall  be  deemed  vacant ;  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  shall 
fix  the  aoK^iHt  for  which  h&ad  shall  be  given  by  the  County  Super* 
intendent  first  appointed  under  this  act.  Second.  To  divide  his  countjf 
into  a  convenient  number  of  school  districts ;  a  neighborhood  lying 
in  two  or  more  difierent  counties  may  be  formed  into  one  district  by 
the  superintendents  of  the  several  counties  in  which  such  district  is 
to  be  established^  and  they  shall  have  power  to  regulate  and  alter  thf 
same ;  every  district  so  formed,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  the  ooimties 
in  which  the  school  house  may  be  situated,  for  the  pui^iose  of  making 
lepofts,  and  the  visitation  of  the  County  Superintendents  ;  the  mcmeys 
to  which  the  saj»e  shall  be  entitle^  sball  be  paid  over  respective^ 
by  each  superintendent  Second.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Coimty 
JBuperiateadent  to  describe  and  number  the  school  districts,  and  to 
deliver  the  description  and  number  thereof  in  writing,  to  the  Clerk  <d 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  County,  to  be  recorded  in  his  office ;  imme- 
diately 9A»T  the  formation  or  alteration  thereof,  to  apply  and  receive 
from  the  State  Treasi^'ef,  and  from  the  collector  d  the  county,  all 
fchool  moneys  for  his  oounty,  as  soon  as  the  same  become  payable^ 
or  be  collected  ;  to  apportion  the  school  moneys  received  by  him,  on 
or  before  the  first  Monday  of  April  in  each  and  every  year,  among 
0»  several  sehoel  districts  within  his  county,  in  {proportion  to  tho 
number  of  children  attending  school  in  each,  over  the  age  of  five  and 
under  the  age  of  siiteen  years,  as  the  same  shall  have  appeared 
from  the  last  annual  report  of  their  respective  trustees :  Providedf 
nec^heUM^  That  the  first  distrihution  of  said  moneys  shall  be  made 
aoQording  to  the  best  information  in  the  power  of  such  scqperinteu- 
•dent ;  to  sue  for  and  collect,  by  name  of  ofi&ce,  all  penalties  ioqxMed 
.upon  officers  of  districts,  or.  otherwise  appropriated  to  school  purpo« 
^s,  and  add  the  same,  when  leeovered,  to  the  school  fimds* 

Sec  5r  j^  it  fwiher  emded^  That,  in  making  the  appoitionme^t 
AiC  moneys.  amoAg  the  ieveral  school  chstricts,  no  share  shall  be  al- 
lotted to  any  district,  or,  part  of  district,  from  which  no  sufficient 
annual  report  shall  have  been  received  for  the  year  ending  the  last 
Jay  of  Deoen^beTf.  immediately  preceding  such  aj^poiCionment ;  nor 
.where  -trustees  ha^e  &iled  to  be  elected,  gs  where  no  school  house, 
DQpm,  or  plaqoyiis  {nrovided,  or  where  the  sMd  trustees  shall  have 
Med  to  make  i^,  |ieo088aiy  allotment  and  assessment  for  school 
iiatoSf  as  heieinafler  provided* 
..  Secb  6,  Be.itjmkfr  mnOiti,  That,  it  shaU  bi9  Aq  duty  of  (he 
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CtMxity  fl^qieHlit^ttaenl  of  en/A  doittlff  b^v^vou  itie  un/t  ^f  olhiw 
ind  the  first  day  of  October^  in  eaeh  year,  to  make  oat  and  tnuMtat 
tb  the  State  Superintendeirt,  a  repcxt  in  wiidngt  Ibeaiin^  date  on  Umi 
fbni  day  of  J'uly,  and  stating — ^First.  The  whde  nomber  of  wchwi 
dKfillriets  set  off  within  his  county;  Second.  The  dietridB  whidi  sImB 
hare  inade  tiieir  annual  return  te  him  within  the  year*  .  lUrd.  TI0 
tett^  of  time  that  a  school  has  been  kept  in  each  dietiict,  and 
whether  male  or  female  tekchers  were  employed;  Feorth.  Ho 
amount  of  public  moneys  allotted  each  of  said  districts  ;  FMu  TIm 
number  of  children  taught  in  each ;  Sixth.  Hie  number  of  children 
oter  ^e  age  of  six  and  und^r  the  age  of  eij^teen  years,  reMIng  is 
each ;  Seventh.  The  amomit  of  moneys  receif«d  by  hSm  from  al 
ionrccs,  and  how  expended. 

Sec.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  county  supetinteodent  of 
each  coun^  shaU  keep  a  true  and  just  account  of  Uie  moneys  rec^ved 
and  expended  by  him^  and  lay  ^  same  befi»«  the  Board  of  Ooan^ 
Commissioners,  at  their  next  meeting  after  the  irst  day  of  Judy  in 
eteryyear;  aikl  at  the  exi^ration  of  his  term  of  office,  shall  pay 
#ver  all  moneys  in  ys  hands  to  his  success<Mr  in  office,  who  ta  att* 
tiiorized  to  sue  finr  die  same  by  his  name  of  office,  and  recover  te 
tame  with  twenty  five  percent,  damages  for  the  detention  of  the  samav 
ID  be'added  te  the  amount  recovered. 

&^.  S.Beit  further  enactedy  That  the  cocmtysuperiiMewlenCoflhA 
respective  counties  shall  be  Inspectors  of  Common  Schoeki  for  teir 
said  counties,  and  shall  examine  all  persons  ofiering  themselvee  at 
candidates  for  teaclnng  Common  Schools  m  such  county,  and  if  satis* 
ied  i3€  the  qualifications  of  the  candkkUe,  hi  respect  la  moral  dtot^ 
aeter;  leanJnf  and  ability,  shaU  give  such  oandlkte  a  oertificaU 
lliereof,  and  shall  have  power  to  annul  soeh  oetiiieato  for  anflhiet 
cause  at  any  subsequent  time. 

Sec  9.  J9sfr/ttr<Aer«fiiicf0«2,Thatitdiallbethe^hqrofteCottl^ 
tj  Sapermtendent  to  visit  eaeh  Common  School  wklan  his  oonnty^  si 
mtst  once  a  year,  and  endeavor  to  prcxneteTan  Merest  in  the  caase 
of  education,  in  parents,  teadiers,  and  pupils. 

49bc.  10.  Be  it  further  etmeted,  That  it  shaD  be  thediiiy  ofte 
Oeimty  Superintendents,  upon  the  retquest  in  writing  of  iny  two  tiMi. 
tees  of  any  school  district,  to  contract  with  and  employ  a  teacher  for 
adOh  district,  to  fix  the  rate  of  wages,  and  to  pay  the  wmtfes  of  sndk 
teacher  when  doe,  oat  of  the  fimd  apportiotted  to  such  mi!mot»  and 
•bMdd  the  sum  apportioned  to  such  ditftriet  be  IttsaffiQieni  to  oay  te 
Ml  amount  of  te  same,  he  shaH  oeitify  t»  the  tmsteee  of  te  esM 
<&Ktrict,  the  amoimt  of  te  balance  to  be  talsed  by  te  disMct  In  te 
nkammr  hereinafter  provided. 

*^ec  11.  BeUfurO^etiaeted^  That  If  any  Cemty  »n(il!iilmeiil 
ent  shall  refiiseor  ne^ect  to  make  te  repottta  te  SCrite  Omiailfc* 
tendent  as  herein  req^iired  of  hhttt  and  In  eonaoyienoe  tiiOiBorhll 
county  shall  lose  its  proper  portion  of  te  sdM>d  mon^  for  aohy  yi«K 
or  shall  refiise  orneglect  to  apj^y ^,  appeitkin  amd  Mf  ofvto  wmA 
Moneya  as  hiittin  tequtred  of^um,  Mshforioi  elMdLb^ 
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mMliMisi  <v  In  pnfmt  prapoitioii  of  meh  aphool  ratwph  Vl4  if^ 
midditioa  thereto  fi  penalty  of  twentj  fiye  dollarf^  tp  be  sued  fiur  i^  nji 
ftctkn  of  deUor  asBun^iti  in. the  n^pie  of  the  tvuoteesi  bo&rQ  ap]f 
court  having  jurifldiction  thereof 

S^Cm  13*  Beiifkuiherenaciedj  That  the  County  Commissioners 
jbnU  allow  to  the  iV^>eri]rteQdent  a  remuneration  sufficient  to  oover 
tihio  eipenses  necessarily  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  th^  duties  of  1^8 
office,  and  such  other  remuneiation  as  they  may  think  reasonable  aqd 
fropefi  anfl  pfud  a^  other  county  expenses* 

ARTICLE  JV— Of  Schools  and  School  Districts. 

See.  1.  Be  it  further  ^nactedj  That  whenever  any  9chool  district 
shall  be  established  in  any  county  by  the  County  Si^rintendentf 
and  whenever  from  any  cause  a  school  district  shau  be  without  tnii^ 
lees,,  it  lAall  be  his  duQr  to  appoint  a  time  and  place  for  the  meeting 
ef  the  inhabitants  of  such  district,  to  elect  trustees  and  other  officers^ 
and  to  cause  such  notice  therec^  to  be  given  as  ho  may  deem  necces- 
wpy. 

Sec.  2.  Beit  further  enacted^  That  every  person  who  is  liable  to 
tnxation  upon  his  property,  shall  have  the  right  to  vote  at  such  meet* 
iligs* 

£Uo.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  inhabitants  so  entitled  to 
votOy  whenever  assembled  in  pursuance  of  the  afi>resaid  notice,  or 
whenever  lawRilly  assembled  at  any  other  district  meeting,  shall  have 
power,  by  a  mc^rity  of  the  votes  of  those  present — First,  to  appoint 
a  moderator  hi  the  time  being-^eccmd,  to  a4joum  frcmi  time  to  tin^ 
ae  occasion  may  require-— To  choose  a  district  clerk,  a  district  col- 
lector, and  at  the  first  meeting  under  this  act  three  trustees,  who  shall 
draw  lots  among  themselves  K>r  their  term  of  office,  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  office  of  one  shall  be  three  years,  that  of  the  second  two 
feuB,  and  the  third  one  year ;  and  annually  thereafter  one  trustee 
only  shall  be  elected  who  shall  hold  his  term  of  office  hi  three  years, 
lUMi  said  officers  shall  req>9ctively,  ^  case  of  fiulure  to  elect,  hold 
thair  saad  offices  until  their  successors  are  elected.  If  so  voted  by 
the  meeting,  the  office  of  deric  can  be  filled  by  one  of  the  trustees. 
Fourth — ^To  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  holding  annual  meetings. 
FUUi-*-To  desi^^iate  a  site  for  the  district  school  house  or  bouse?* 
sb^uld  more  than  one  be  required.  Sixth — ^To  vote  and  lay  such  tax 
<m  thetaxaUe  inhabitants  of  the  district  as  the  meeting  shall  deem 
sufficient  to  purchase  or  lease  a  suitable  site  for  a  district  school 
house  or  houses,  and  to  build,  hire  or  purchase  such  school  house  or 
houses,  and  to  keep  in  repair  and  fiomsh  the  same  vtdth  necessary 
file],  furniture,  and  i^pendagea.  SeventlH-To  vote  and  lay  a  tax 
on  the  taxable  inhabitants,  not  exceeding  thirty  dollars  in  any 
<me  year  for  a  district  school  library,  and  making  additipns  thereto* 
JBi^^^b-^To  repeat,  alter,  and  modify  their  proce^iing?  frppi  time  to 
tisM  as  ooeasion  may  require. 

Secp  4.  Be  U  further  enacted^  That  no  tax  to  bo  voted,  by  a  dis- 
tiict  Qweting  for  boildingt  bugrii^;  ov  purchasing  ,a  6<;hoo}  hou$e,.shaU 
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exceed  the  sum  of  Haree  hundred  doSftrs,  uttteas  4ie  CeiBitj  JSvperfai. 

'tendent  shall  certify  in  waiting,  Ms  opinio^  thftt  a  lai^r  som  ough 
to  be  raised,  and  shall  specify  the  sum ;  in  which  case  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding the  sum  so  specified  shall  be  raised.     ^ 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enadedj  That  whenever  a  school  home 
shall  have  been  built  or  purchased  for  a  district,  the  Site  of  such  school 

;  house  shall  hot  be  changed,  nor  the  buOding  hereon  be  remoTod, 
without  the  consent  in  writing  of  the  County  Buperhttendent 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  when  a  new  district  shall  be 
formed  fiom  one  or  more  districts  possessed  of  a  school  house  or  other 
property,  the  Coun^  Superintendent  shall,  at  the  time  of  fbrming 
such  new  district,  ascertain  the  amount  justly  due  to  it  from  tlra  dis- 
trict or  district?  from  which  it  may  have  been  formed,  as  its  propor- 
tion, which  shall  be  ascertained  according  to  tiie  taxable  property  rf 
the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  portions  at  Ihe  time  of  the  (fi^isiOB, 
by  the  best  evidence  in  the  power  of  the  County  Superintendent,  de« 
ducting  the  amount  of  any  debts  owing. 

'  Sec.  7..  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  such  proportion,  when  ascer. 
tained,  shall  be  levied,  raised  and  collected,  with  the  fees  of  coUection, 
by  the  trustees  of  the  district  retaining  the  school  house  or  other  prop- 
erty of  the  former  district,  upon  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  their*  dk- 
trict,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  authorized  by  a 
vote  of  their  district  for  building  a  school  house  ;  and  when  collected, 
shall  be  paid  to  the  trustees  of  the  new  district,  to  be  applied  by  them 

'  towards  procuring  a  school  house  for  their  ^strict,  and  the  moneys  so 
paid  to  the  new  district,  shall  be  allowed  to  the  credit  of  the  inhab- 
itants who  were  taken  from  the  former  district,  in  reduction  of  any 
tax  that  may  be  imposed,  for  a  school  house. 

Sec.  8.  Be  it  further  enactedj  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  cleik 
of  each  school  district,  to  record  the  proceedings  of  district  school 
meetings,  in  a  book  to  be  provided  by  the  district,  to  give  notice  of 
special,  adjourned  and  annual  meetings,  to  preserve  and  keep  ^ 

'  records,  boc^s  and  papers  of  his  oflice,  and  deliver  them  to  his  suc- 
cessor, and  ajso  to  take  charge  of  the  school  library,  when  there  sbili 
be  (Hie. 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  person  duly  elected  to 
the  office  of  trustee,  who,  without  sufficient  cause,  shall  refuse  to 
serve  therein,  shall  fbrfeit  the  sum  of  twentv  doUars ;  and  not  having 
refosed  to  accept,  shall  neglect  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  forfeit  the 
pum  often  dollars. 

Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted^  lliat  in  case  of  vacancy,  firom  any 
cause,  in  the  office  of  trustee,  if  the  same  shall  not  be  supplied  by  a 
district  meeting  within  one  month  thereafter,  the  County  Superinteib 
dent  may  appoint  any  suitable  persoti  residing  in  such  district  to  fill 
puch  vacancy. 

Sec.  II.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the 
trustees  of  every  school  district,  and  they  shaU  have  the  powei^^ 
First,  to  call  special  meetings  of  the  inhabitants  of  stich  district  liable 

'  to  pay  taxes,  whenever  they  shaB  deem  it  necessary  and  prc^r— • 
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SeMbii  to  glre  notice  of  special,  a^ndal  and  a^uriiecl  meedngs  by 
affixiAff  a  notice  in  writing  of  the  time  and  place  fofr  sach  meetingb 
imon  the  outer  door  of  the  school  house,  if  there  be  a  school  house ; 
it  not,  then  upon  some  frequented  psbUc  place,  at  least  six  days  be* 
tar^  the  time  i^pointed  ibr  such  meeting.  K  there  be  more  Uum  one 
school  house  in  die  district,  there  shall  be  a  notice  affixed  to  the  outer 
door  of  each. 

Third — ;To  apportion  the  tax  voted  bj  any  district  meeting  among 
the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  district,  ki  proportion  and  according  to 
tiie  qoantity  and  yalue  of  the  taxable  proper^  ovmed  by  each  of  them, 
^M^ertained,  as  far  as  possible,  from  the  last  State  assessment  roll  of 
the  county. 

Fourth — ^To  make  out  a  tax  list  of  OTory  such  tax,  containfaig  the 
names  of  the  persons  taxed,  anB  the  amount  of  tax  payable  by  each, 
aet  opposite  his  name. 

Fifm— ^To  annex  to  such  list  a  warrant  directed  to  the  collector  of 
^e  district  for  the  collection  of  the  sums  in  such  Hst  mentioned,  with 
ftwe  cents  on  each  dc^ar  for  his  fees. 

Sijrth-— To  purchase  or  lease  a  site  or  sites,  for  the  district  school 

house  or  houses  as  designated  by  a  meeting  of  the  district;  dnd  to 

'  build,  hire  or  purchase,  keep  in  repair  and  furnish,  such  school  house 

or  luMises,  with  library  or  libraries  and  other  necessary  appendagw, 

out  of  the  funds  collected  and  paid  to  them  for  such  purpose. 

Seventh — ^To  have  the  custody  and  safe  keeping  of  the  school  houae 
or  houses. 

Eighth — ^To  notify  the  County  Superintendent  of  the  wish  of  their 
district  fbr  a  teacher  or  teachers,  and  to  recommend  to  him  such  tea- 
dier  or  teachers,  to  collect  the  residue  of  the  wages  of  such  teach^ 
or  teachers,  not  provided  fi>r,  out  of  the  State  and  county  schod  funds, 
by  rate  bills. 

Ninth — ^To  make  out  a  rate  bill,  in  which  each  person  shall  be 

dmrged  such  proportion  of  the  whole  amount  to  be  raised  as  die 

number  of  children  sent  by  him  bears  to  the  whole  number  of  cfaM. 

dr^i  having  been  in  attendance  upon  school  fbr  the  term ;  and  to  said 

-bill  shall  also  add  five  cents  fbr  each  dollar  to  be  collected  from  each, 

'to  be  cdQected  by  the  collector  for  the  feeg  of  such  collection* 

TenA— To  deliver  such  rate  bill,  with  the  warrant  annexed,  t»  die 
collector  of  the  district,  who  shall  execute  the  same  in  like  manner 
-  with  other  warrants  directed  by  them  to  him. 

Eleventh — ^To  exempt  from  the  payment  of  teacher's  wages  sooii 
indigent  persons  within  the  district  as  they  shall  ^ink  proper,  and 
certify  to  the  collector  such  exemptions. 

TwelftlH^To  ascertain  by  examination  of  the  school  lists  kept  by 
the  teachers,  the  number  of  children,  days  and  length  of  time,  fer 
which  each  person,  not  so  exempted,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  Ibr  ii^ 
Btmction  or  tuition,  and  the  amount  payable  by  each ;  the  parent  or 
guardian  of  every  child  wididrawn  from  school  without  cauai  joilaad 
satis&ctory  to  the  trustees,  shall  be  liable,  unless  exempted  as'  indU 
gent,  for  at  least  three  months'  tuition,  if  the  term  or  sessioB  thoiih] 
•ol 
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Tlmtttflli^To  aBpofait^  jirtrict  <A0riK  Had  ootteolav  nlmiimi 
«idM»r  of  tlieie  offices  become  Tft^tat,  audi  olefk  ot  ooUaotor  40  np^ 
pointed  to  liold  hif  office  tlU  tlM  neit  diMrict  vioetiii^ 

Foiiiteenlh-«-To  apply  all  moiieyi  rooeived  fiw  tte  pwrppoOt  to  tte 
payment  of  Uie  teacher'B  wagei,  sakury*  or  choxgea  fyr  ^uUloiii  at 
•oonas.tlie  said  wagea, iMdaiy,  orclMugeafbrtiiitioiibeooaiediMk 

Fifteenth — When  there  is  more  than  one  school  in  a  diatnotto  a^ 
poitaoii  the  children  among  the  seToral  schools* 

Sec*  12.  Be  U  furiker  enacud,  That  every  tasaUa  tnhohjhil  tf 
a  4ittriet»  who  shall  have  been  wilfam  ftve  yean  set  off  from  aif 
tAher  scho<d  district^  by  the  superintendent^  without  hu  o^HisoBtt  aid 
shally  within  that  period,  have  actually  paid  in  such  othor  ^Otiio^ 
imder  a  lawftd  assessment  therein,  a  distnet  tax  ftff  building  %  sAool 
house  or  houses,  shall  be  exempted  by  the  trustees  of  the  diabeiot 
where  he  shall  reside,  fixnn  the  payment  of  any  tax  ftr  building  a 
sdKml  house  or  houses  thereia* 

Sec  18.  J^tf/Wt^ertoc^  That  eveiry  district  tas  shall  be  ao* 
sessed,  and  the  tax  list  thereof  be  made  out  by  the  tiusteea,  within  OiO 
mondi  after  the  district  meeting,  in  which  the  tax  tiMl  bave  besn 
voted 

Sec  14.  Be  it  fitrihet  emacUd^  That  the  warmnt  aaneiod  to  aaj 
tax  list,  or  rate  biU,  shall  be  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  trustees, 
or  a  mij<NriCy  of  them,  and  shall  command  the  collector  te  collect 
6om  every  person  in  sudi  tax  list  or  rate  bill  nskned,  the  siaii  set 
opposite  his  name ;  and  in  case  any  inhabitant  shall  not  pay 
inch  sum  on  demand,  to  levy  the  same  of  his  goods  and  ohatteis,  in 
the  same  manner  as  an  execution  issued  by  a  Justice  of  the  PoaoOi 
together  with  his  fees,  and  to  make  a  return  of  such  waivn^  within 
Ihurty  days  after  the  receipt  thereoC 

Sec  15.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That,  if  the  sum  or  smns  of  money 
payable  by  any  person  named  in  such  tax  list  or  rate  bill,  shall  not 
be  paid  by  him,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  fer  the  trustees  to  lonow 
soon  warmnt,  in  reinject  to  such  deHaquent  person ;  or,  in  case  sooh 
person  shall  not  reside  within  their  distiiet,  at  the  time  of  mnlriiic 
out  sodi  tax  list  or  rate  bill,  or  shall  not  reside  therein  at  the  expt 
ration  of  audi  warrant,  and  no  goods  or  chatties,  or  lands*  caa  so 
Aoad  therein,  whereon  to  levy  the  same,  the  trustees  rni^  soo  fer 
and  leoever  the  same,  in  their  name  of  office* 

Sec  16*  Be  it  further  enaeied^  That  where  no  propeiAy  sAsr  than 
jcsai  estate  can  be  found  within  such  district,  whereon  te  tevy  the 
aame,  the  tax  collector  of  such  district  shall  send  the  amount  doe 
thereon  to  the  tax  collector  of  die  county,  who  shall  be  required  lo 
43ollact  the  same,  in  the  same  manner  as  otW  taxes  in  his  4*omi^,  1^^ 
iag  thereto  the  expenses  of  coUection-'-and  when  so  coUeotadi  siiall 
^y  over  the  same  to  the  collector  of  such  school  distriot* 

Sac  17*  Be  itfwiher  ewcted^  That  the  tax  oeOeotor  of  ^mek 
'  district  shall  give  bond^  in  the  smn  of  five  hundred  Median  to 
Bteaa,  by  th^  name  of  office,  conditioned  fer  the  feiAM  par- 
>  ef  tba  duties  herdn  required* 

Sec  18*  Be  it  further  emtcted,  That,  if  by  the  noglM^f  Aft  e^ 
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I  mts^  taaaapt  tluiM  be  l<Mt  to  fte  AstritH,  tHifeh  ttig^  ka/^ 
hma  collected^  within  the  titiie  limited  in  the  wananl  delheied  to 
Urn  ibr  their  eoUectii>ii»  he  shall  fi>Hek  to  hii  diitnet  the  M  amoaat 
ef  the  iiiDiiey»  thus  lott,  and  shall  accoiuit  for  and  pay  over  to  the 
trqsteesy  such  moneys,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  e(d» 
leeted  {  and  tiie  trustees  may  reeover  tike  sane  in  an  action  of  debt 
or  assumpsit,  in  their  names,  before  any  Gont  having  jurisdictioa  • 
thereof 

See.  lU.  Bb  kfwrther  enacted.  That  the  trustees  of  each  schod 
district,  or  a  mi^rity  of  di^n,  ^ail,  after  the  first  tlay  of  January  in 
en^ery  year,  and  on  or  before  Uie  fiiBt  day  of  March  ttereaier,  nidte 
a^  transmit  a  report  in  writing  to  die  Superintendent  of  ConmHm 
Schools  for  such  ooanty,  d%ted  on  the  first  day  of  Jannaiy  d[  the 
year  in  which  it  shall  be  transmitted. 

See.  20.  Be  Ufurtk^  emuiedy  That  erety  sueh  ireport  dwllcpeci- 
fr^^First  The  whole  time  any  schoc^  er  sdiools  have  been  kept  in 
ua&t  district  during  the  year  e»&ig  on  the  d&y  (devious  te  the  ^Aie 
of  such  report;  Second,  llbe  amomt  of  moneys  received  during 
Buch  year,  and  the  manner  in  which  such  moneys  have  been  ex* 
pended  ^  Thivd.  The  number  of  children  taught  during  the  year ; 
Fourth.  The  numbnr  of  wyte  children  resicOng  in  the  cfstricton  dM 
first  day  of  December,  previous  to  the  making  of  soeh  rep(»i,  over 
Ibe  age  of  six  years  and  under  the  age  ef  eighteen  years,  aiM  th^ 
names  of  the  parents  or  other  persons  VRth  whom  such  children 
ehatt  respectivefy  reside,  and  the  number  cS  children  residing  vrith 
MU^h. 

Sec  21.  Be  it  further  enaetedj  That  all  propeitr  now  vested  in 
the  tmsttes  of  any  eefaeot  ^Kstirict,  for  the  use  <^  schools  in  the  dis* 
trict,  or  which  may  be  iieieafter  ttansferred  to  such  trueftees  fin*  that 
p«Brp^«e>  Shan  be>held  by  them  as  a  corporation. 

Aeo.  23.  &$  #  fu/f^^  tenaeted.  That  the  trustees  of  each  school 
Astdet  shall,  on  ttie.esphMion  of  their  offieeSf  render  to  dieir  sucoee-^ 
8ors  in  office,  and  to  the  district,  at  a  district  meeling,«  just  and  trae 
Meoont  in  writing,  of  all  moneys  received  by  them  respectively,  for 
the  use  of  their  disttM,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  same  shaH 
kave  bsen  expended,  wUch  account  shall  be  recorded  in  the  district 
jeostd  hitdki  to  he  {tfovided  for'^^vlering  ^  ^e  acts  and  proceed 
ings  of  district  meetings,  and  which  dii^rict  ree<»d  books  shall  V» 
kept  by  the  clerk,  and  delivered  over  to  his  successors. 

Sec  23.  Be  U  further  enacted.  That  any  balance  of  such  moneye 
which  shall  af^ar  from  such  account  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
trustees,  or  either  of  them,  at  the  timer  of  rendering  the  account,  shall 
immediately  be  paid  to  some  one  of  their  successors  in  office. 

Sec.  24.  Be  ft  further  enacted.  That  every  trustee  who  shall  re* 
fose  or  nefflect  to  render  such  account,  or  to  pay  over  any  balance  so 
found  in  his  hands,  shall,  for  each  o&nce,  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  dollars. 

Sec  25.  Be  «f./W(Aer  eiiac<6c2,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  his  suc^ 
eessors  in  office  to  prosecute,  without  delay,  in  their  name  of  <^ke^ 
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far  die  recoT<$ry  of  audi  fiMfttera—^mich  fotfeil  nooej  to  b^ 
to  the  fbad  of  the  district ;  tbey  shall  mlso  sue  for  and  recover  any 
unpaid  balance  in  the  hands  of  a  former  trustee,  or  his  repreaenta- 
tivea»  and  shall  be  entitled  to  recoTer  twenty-4ye  per  cent  interest  on 
the  balance  so  unpaid. 

Sec  ^.  Beii  furtktr  emoted,  That  all  bonds  or  securities  tak^ 
t^y  the  trustees  from  the  collector  of  their  district,  shall,  on  the  expi- 
ration of  their  office,  be  delivered  over  to  their  successors  in  office. 

Sec.  27,  Be  U  further  enaeted^  That  the  collected  of  each  school 
district  shall  be  aMowed  five  cents  on  every  dollar  cdlected  and  paid 
over  by  him,  and  it  shall,  be  his  duty  to  collect  and  pay  over  to  the 
trustees  of  his  district,  or  some  one  of  them,  all  moneys  which  he 
shall  be  rec^iired  by  warmnt  to  collect,  within  the  time  linnted  by 
such  warrant  for  its  return,  and  take  a  receipt  therefor. 

Sec.  28.  Be  Ufitrther^nactedf  That  the  trustees  of  every  school 
district  shall  be  required  to  prosecute  and  feue  for  all  moneys  due 
their  district,  not  paid  4>ver  by  the  collector  of  the  county,  or  of  their 
district,  in  the  same  manner  as  prescribed  in  the  25th  section  (^thia 
chapter,  relative  to  former  trustees. 

Sec.  29.  Be  U  further  enacted^  TbU  every  trustee  of  a  echod 
district,  who  shall  sign  a  fiJs^  jrepoct  to  the  County  Superintendent  of 
jDommon  Schools,  with  intent  of  causing  such  superintendent  to  ap> 
porfloh  and  pay  to  his  district  a  larger  sum  than  its  just  proportioii 
of  the  school  moneys,  shall,  for  each  offence,  forfeit  to  the  county 
twenty.five  dollars,  recoverable  upon  suit  brought  by  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  in  his  name  of  office,  and 
/shall  also  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeamNr. 

Sec.  30.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  considering  him- 
eelf  aggrieved,  in  consequence  of  any  decision  made,  any  act  done 
by  any  school  district  meeting,  or  by  the  trustees  of  anj  schocd  dis* 
jtrict,  or  the  refusal  of  such  trustees  to  do  any  act,  or  perform  any  duty 
jequired  by  him,  may  appeal  to  the  County  Siqierintendent,  whose 
decisions  thereon,  aflar  a  hearii^  of  the  parties,  shaQ  be  finaL 

Sec  31.  Be  U  further  enacted^  That  the  trustees  of  any  school 
district,  or  any  oUier  persons,  coticeiving  themselves,  aggrieved  bj 
4he  County  Superintendent,  in  forming,  altering  or  in  refusing  to  fimn 
4M*  alter  apy  school  district,  may  Appeal  to  the  State  Superidtendenli 
who9e  decision  thereon  shall  be  final. 
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HOUSE  filLLi 

AN  ACT  tdphm^e  for  the  establishment  of  Oomtpon  Schools  :  feportcNd  to  thi 
-  House  of  ReprossDUtiTS*,  Slst  Deeember,  1847,  by  Messrs.  Mmgneir,  FdnniH 
9M>Bk^  Codi,  sad  Ciswford,  irooi  a  Seksct  Commiliee  apyoinUd  Vo  prspw 
mi  briitf  io  a  bill  to  be.eatUM  **  An  Act  to  establish  PriiMij  Sch^oli^"  4(4 
of  the  *'  Standing  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges,**  and  adopted  as  a  sub- 
'  stituie  hi  engrossed  bill  ^m  the  Senate,  i^ntilled  "  An  Act  to  provide  fo)r  the 
ostsMlshtteAt  of  Common  8oliools.'*-^39th  Decetnb^,  184t. 

.  SxcTioN  1.  6e  U  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Ilome  of  Rcprtscn- 
iaiioei  of  the  Stdie  df  Florida,  in  General  Asmmhly  convened^  That 
the  State  of  Florida  doth  hereby  give  heir  consent  and  direct  the  sate 
of  aectioii  sixteen,  heretofore  located  or  wtich  may  be  hereafter  lo- 
cated^ in  each  abd  every  township  iii  this  Stato^  and  ot  such  other 
landiB  equivalent  thereto|p^  have  been  or  may  h^\  he  readier  selected  in 
lieu  thefeo^  tas  any  township  and  fractional  township  in  aajd  State^  a« 
by  act  of  Con^ss  in  that  behalf  is  provided,  may  t)f^  si  liictod, 
iwhicli  said  lands  were  granted  to  this  State,  **for  the'use  of  the  in- 
hahiiants  of  $uch  township  for  the  support  of  public  schools^,  upon 
die  donditions,  restrictions,  and  terms  hereinafter  prescribed. 

Sec  3.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  order  to  the  establishn^eht 
of  public  scbeols  in  each  and  evbr^  township  and  fractional  township 
In  this  State,  sikles  sWl  be  macie  of  siicti  sixteenth  sections  in  the 
aeveiAl  counties  in  the  State,  or  o^siich  other  lands  equivalent  there- 
to, as  lAay  he  selected  as  aforesaid,  upon  the  consent  qf  the  inhabil 
taioits  ef  each  township  and  6*acti6nal  township  within  said  county, 
^en  aii4'  expressed  in  Che  mode  hereinafter  designated  ;  Provided^ 
li^imi^,.that  the  proceeds  of  the  said  lands,  when  so  solid,  shall  for- 
erer  constitute  a  lund  for  the  support  of  public  sphools,  the  inteI^est 
aiid  profits  whereof  as  the  same  annually  accrue,  shall,  until  othei'. 
"wise  provided  by  law,  be  dfsbursed,  expended,  and  applied  for  the  use 
of  the  inhabitaiits  of  the  township  for  which  the  same  was  selected^ 
in  the  maintenance  of  public  schools,  and  the  principal  arising  from 
mich  sales  shall  be  invested  and  secuied.as  hereinafter  provided,     ,. 

CX>MMISai0N£RS  OF  COMMON  SCHOCMUSL 
23ee^  S.  A  siy«r<A0r  eiHKlMi,  That  it  diali 
-flf  tlift.eileuitcoait  in  eitch  eouMty,  mxI  in  cues  where  eoontieii  we 
MMolkhtedte  jndicSal  puiy— oe,  in  such  eodnties  as  ave  cembiidatid 
and  for  which  he  is  elected  cleilcr  ^  Qt^t  an  ekMtiim  to  be  held  at 
dtiefiirecaels  therein  ett  the  fifst  Monday  kk  May  next,  aiMleverytwo 
I  thBMddter,ftr  tfoelecikn  of  OomraiesioMrf  ofbl^^ 
laws,  jbroiit  rettritthmsf  n^M  and  liegiiatfbi^ 


Added  fo  tli»  eieitfattof  emst^  «fflc«»  abmnfjUatA  ik^  fiiate,  i 
(im^iMt  ineeteteleBilrintti  tkis  fleu*  >  , 

- .  Sec*  4.  Jfett  jMlUr  mkmned^thik  iket^  fhlOl  be  Reeled  fad  met 
and .ciwy eodHtf 80VVB  ikfamdjukmrnn  of"€NMninod'i«lufQlii#Mriii 
.Mdicesnif  Mek  MDAiirfMir  tt  be  taken  flMidMmk  (ewnMpa. 
BOHOriiMxwhttitelMKiiiV  trii9B«^i^^  ttdHMMTidl:^ 
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kndfl  Mleded  ior  common  ttstiool  purpoeea  vntbm  aiMl  for  the  respee^ 
tiTO  toWBihipi,  and  firactiotial  townshipe,  and  parts  of  townships,  in 
«ud  county ;  and  ttnlil  Jioj  ^  o^s^l^j^iC^^^J  ^^^  ^®  under 
dieir  oure  said  landsj  Um^v^j  Iomcl  out  th^  saiue^  if  thw  think 
pi9p«rf.aiid  sl^U  oe  it  hodjr  corMntoi  bf  the  nann  of  ^.Coflmmt- 
^timm  9f  Common  Sdiadt,^'  m  ^kmr  mad  o^mi^i  UA  shaA  he  ca^ 
Me  oi  mhig  ttlMi b^inj;  mied,  kb^  nVnU  iM^JHi^s^  &U  ttie  fK^^erii  tiJM^i- 
ia/y'  tor  the  6bQectioii  of  ^iitd,  and  for  the  f>urpo8e3  of  preserring 
said  lancis  AtMB.wasie  qr  4f^p&go,  Th^t  ^aid  commla^biieiv  jeh&U 
meet  at  the  courthouse  in  their  respective  counties,  and  if  there  be  no 
court  houflc  in  said  couufy,  then  at  some  hou#e  at  or  near  tbe  cotmij 
iltCi  at  least  once  a  <[uarter,  commencing  with  the  first  Monday  iji 
June  aJler  their  election,  and  af  snch  other  limes  and  places  as  thej 
may  }>e  required  to  assemble,  hj  order  of  I  heir  President,  That 
ihey  ahall  be  reqnirod  to  keep  'a  ref^ord  of  all  the  proceedings  of  eiieh 
hieeting,  which  shall  Ijo  always  open  for  inspection,  That^  at  (heir 
Srst  meetioj^i  ihey  shall'  appoint  one  of  their  body  Pre&ident^  and 
another  Secretary,  and  a  iha^rity  of  said  commiisioner^  £Lhall  always 
he  a  quonun  for  the  transaction  of  huaine^,  and  in  the  absence  of 
the  t^resident  orSecretaiy/they  nmy  elect  persoas  to  5Utt»>se  oSice% 
or  either  of  them,  oro  tern.   . 

fiec.  $.,  Be.  it  fitrtJier .  enacted y  That  the  said  eommissroners  of 
eomnion  schools  shall,  amoiig  their  other  duties,  act  as  School  In- 
spectbrs  ;  and  fbr  this  .purpose,  ti^acher^  wishing  to  arail  them^lvea 
of  the  privileg^es  of  this  act,  shall  apply  to  thein  for  a  license,  and  it 
'shall  be  thiei^r  dat)r,  at  iEin  early  a  day  aa  possible^  at  some  convenient 
place  to  be  appolide^  to  examine  the  appHcanis  a£  to  their  quallfi. 
cations  as  teachen ;  and  if  fbund  qualified,  to  give  them  a  licen^,  M 
guch  form  as  may  be  prescribnd  hy  them,  and  to  revoke  paid  license 
Tot  codd  cauMe.  They  shall  visit  and  thoroughly  inspect  the  schools^ 
makihi  theitisetve's  &itxi)iar  ^i  I h  all  the  details  of  iheir  managetn^at 
in  ail  respects.  ■  Hiey  shall  require  from  each  teacher  quarterly  re- 
V>orts  concerning  thehr  school,  comprising  tabular  statement^!  made  in 
such  ferm  as  toay  beindicatieq  by  blank  fonns  to  be  furnished  bj  them* 
Thejr  shall  Iba&e  anhtiai  repcul*^  to  the  Suiia  Treasurer,  embracing 
a  statemMk-^liMdeeAl'brs^^hool  [mid»,  and  all  theti^  t^'hsactiooa 
irifcli^  thsratb  i  ld«0i  ttMHei  fiim^klmmi.UtmtBtii  mt^gem^imkm^ 
Maiifii  npo»  ikfwmim^fmM^M^.mmai  itf  ^endieii^  «a&«£ibi  kO^ 

inJHMir«|Hs»Qiii:iBi^foifa  thtt^-qntf^uMf,'  '•.  i  -  i  a  •'  • 

vBtCkr%.AMJmame^U¥Mt^W^ 

4imtia»n)(k^dmeikfkii%  •iiieii't£«beJ3«ilsd.ate<ii%(aM«'! 

the  Commissioners  elected  imdnr  tin  jplinitMnni  i>ff  ifciiiiinijii 
ikmpk^  Hki^49niAim$  •f  4lieiHiMii»^mMHiT^A\on4h»  Vir. 
(iWll£k*^ito4taMt(m1#,  imliili  thty  gittMi(r».ftDiiiAaxfmi<y, 

V  iSm^/Z^  a^i^tjM^  m^lt^ijTh^^mtifQmmniikmmirm\m£i' 
jimliMhoakiMlJi^lldi 
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«Hppi'a»'Ji^8aitt;  atbetiwiw  prwfdfii  in  Ikm  MtM^mtmerlM  thi 

llwite^Aa4iaefft%^ihe^«DM,%)giidMr  «Wit)i»iMi)t4iirw4)elii^ 
Has,  to  tlw  MOMtffltilinMft  bfeot^  mmI  tteWMfIha  Arii  wMliRgorilii 

Mnrimdjoimnii'maeti&grMs -tkftf  ijm^  ftmaOtBii  airf  wImii  il  ftB 
hmmA  8B^  pi^il»  tk9j  «him  if^lo  «i«#  «#c^  likl  ^Mf  hmm  mA 
aiim'  dij^'bt^talnti  dbwti  in  wAm^^^mA  Ui«j^U:  by  »td  4wl» 
ihtkam  wkaAi^&r  too  tbef  •4eMn»*(yb&  aate>4if  l^ie  md  aixl^aiidi  sf^ 

te6ii«dMfedft>r>tlw«««peotiiid  jl^vMupti  «id  fijMlkMl  iiilim>bip% 
lailknfl*id  0Mliif)r9  w)  A^iRN^sUkeMt  and  ^emcMnr  lof  mW  b«uNl 
UBir;oeilify.|lM'teiiill-of  mU  iHoto^-ulAtf  Ihdr'fawids.MiA  iMOr^Bjii 

jifciiiii%1»  Mi^ii  Ao^^tOe  bf  :tlie  Mfidifxtoeiitb  sMt^c^  of  lt«d,  «r 
mAiaAi^^taAiBtfiMhali^^  sMlbe  ntocb 

iqxm  (he  following  terms,  viz:  one-third  of  the  purchase  monegr  im 
<igh»>a<i|.tbe'i»w<ilftm  trMMrddia  tm^  ^BifHel  annual  mtebMiitSi 
MlhfjiriliarMtr  fitw^i  t|i9.  Ail(»*:Qf <«fiie9  pej^le  aimwUl^  in  i^4nuie9  ; 

BtciMMgy  ^  saU  J»qaiid;)0£:Ae  f)a}»ieiil  iwd^  v^  •.4k4oript»oa  of 
lfc»Jairi»>y)ito^aartuBQa».my.»e  t^^  aM 

iHpm  ^jwmm  gf  tii#  frhtto  «f  ^^^iw^e  m(me(3h  the  pMBd»iaai» 
Jtta^hekii  aAmi»iito»t»i%iei^egftgf»^  ^  M«ii?»%.AhaM  mseiVie  fr<m  ^ 
MmwttMtr  i»f«M(f6ii^.«M«  ^f  :F)wMm.  a  ^lM»  (Mri  ^opr^jriw 
mud  lanAi^iii  ia»^«i6iple  t>  MtM  pNiet«Mer,.hMka4Hmi#i|ftMr4i  axeon- 
Jt$9K  h^m^m  Mfllgi^^  iSuit  n^pon  j4f»4m||  In  tbe  pi^fcaent  efa«gr 
credit  instalment,  or  interest,  for  the  space  of  sixty  dajs  ^Afr-  thf 
dMu^(iti  4iie«itJ»a  pmchn^er,  <k|i  jkejo^b  P^^hmfAvTrajt^      e]|BputoK%  or 

MM  ike  piyiiqals  ceUadl^r  Md  ;reai^i^Min(  due  $wa  Iha  otifpatil 
■ale  ;  of  which  resei^.tte  JUke  piibli&.mMve  phaU  t>a  f^vm  M  if  f«- 
^Hfretf 41  |||e'*|st.^iM^ii Afid  if  fny |>yiyfas^^^J»U  pntf^  »)  pf^/  the 
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eeifaHy^iwftjMi  thai  ftiitii^  oTtlMi  i4B 
•'  piMo  Mliee^  ki  one  or  mor^wemtfmptmf  wlw  alnH  keap -ft 
MUiM  raoordoftha  Imnds  aoM,  tlia  mum  of  iIm  pmAMer  ar  p«. 
dMMM,  cad  tlie«nKmnt  §or  which  it  wm  iM  ;  mtAfkB  wmti  Fkwft* 
dent,  together  with  the  Secrotuy  of  wid  Bottnt,  friuA  onlify,  Mikt 
tefar  hands  and  seals,  a  du^icala  repbit  «f  said  salas,  and  tiMMimif 
yk»  same  to  the  Seeretary  of  this  State.  The  miA  PreaidBfll  ahal 
fsceiiw  the  first  Instahnent  upon  sueti  sales,  and  shall  par  tkm  waaub 
widioot  debrjr  into  the  Treastny  of  this  ^ate.  He  shall  sise  laeeims 
Ikm  bands  given  to  sectua  the  payment  of  the  remaining  instalnif<i| 
wUeh  said  bonds  shaM  be  made  paydt4e  to  the  Stale  of  VMit^ht 
the  nse  of  aaid  School  Camnrissionere  and  their  sncoasson  in  <  " 


nnd,  wheil  executed,  shaU  be  tmsontlad  by  the  PtosUeift  af  mdi 
eoard,tothaTraasinaref  the  State  of  florida  $  andAai  each  and 
|areiy  President  of  the  said  Board  of  SdKMl  CammissianorB  m  each 
iand  arery  county,  shall,  before  making  any  sales  onder  the  nravis* 
ions  of  this  act,  enter  into  a  bond,  pi^ble  to  the  Sttrte  of  FVaiiia,  ^ 
Sn  the  nse  of  said  School  Conmiissioners,  and  their  uuflecsaori  in 
affice,  with  good  and  soffident  secorities,  in  soch  snnis  as  nnty  ht 
mittired  by  the  said  Board,  and  shall  be  approved  by  dben,  caH& 
taoned  fer  die  ^udiftd  paying  otar  aM  msniryi^  and  the  paifernuttca 
Wf  his  dutSes ;  for  which  said  services  the  said  President  of  mU 
Board  of  School  Comn^ssioneiii  sbnll  recmve,  tod  be  aUowad  bytto 
'0tate  IVaaasttrer^  the  sua  ci  two  per  cent,  an  alt  scinis  actnaUy  paid 
into  hid  hands,  ami  paid  over.  And  the  said  sales,  whan  nada«  shnB, 
in  every  casts,  be  ratified  by  the  Board  of  School  OodBnissioinf^ 
and  the  said  lands  shall  be  o^red  for  sale,  aoljactto  such  intifiea* 
tion. 

:  Sec.  11.  Be  U  further  emusfedj  That  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the 
State  Treasurer  to  keep  separate  accounts  with  each  tafwnsUp  and  . 
Jfinctional  township,  and  annually  report  the  same,  ora^tinf  a  toara* 
Whip  or  fractional  township  by  its  No.  and  County,  of  any  othw  «p^ 
^(froptiate  designation,  with  ametmt  receded,  to  ks  credit,  and  dehl^ 
Jng  the  same,  with  the  amounts  expended  therefor,  H  statement  ^f 
*which  shall  also  be  iumiidied  by  the  Treasurer  yeariy,  to  the  Cam- 
teueion^rs  of  Common  Schools  in  each'county.  Ha  dkall  also  invait 
^he  turincipat  arising  from  said  sales  in  United  Stales  stocks,  and 
oMoit  to  each  township  and  firacdcnal  township  the  Interest  raceired 
thertfOnw'  ' 

'  Sec.  1%  Be  U  further  enaeUd^  That  the  sixteanth  aectiona,  an 
4bng  as  they  shidl  remaiai  unsold,  and  the  pinoeeds  of  sala^  whanthaj^ 
tttotebeen  sold,  and  the  fond  formed  ^kerami^  wheAer  imKestad  In 
^itocks  or  otherwise,  or  loaned,  shall  be  forever  exampt  from  tatafi<ai 
■by  the  StWe,  ot  by  any  corporation  in  the  Stalew 
'  SM!«  13.  Be  Ufmther  tna^t6d^  That  H  fthaH^e  the  forOMr  dmy 
•^  th^  Commisskners  of  CMnmon  Schools  so  aeon  aa  n»tuma  ha  ni^da 
to  them  of  the  respective  knds  in,  or  belonging  to  encli  towndrf^  aa 
^etnct  saleable  school  houses,  in  buch  {dne^s  as  thay  may  i"  " 
'^iecfitig,  if  sob^rrienfio  the  puhltd  inD^rsa^  iiltad  fiam 
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«de ;  birt«wlnA>8iiesQftiifK)tWfMmTa)M€Ait]jMl0olfidffoeri^ 
ttuaa  ih»y  «e  berebf  awtliorised  to  pucekase  land  sufficieiit  fi^r  tlMi 
fmyunt,  taAdng  daedft  thereior,  in  th»  sama  0C  themselves  and  tbeift 
iJobveflBors  in  offioei»  The  expenses  of  said  piuichaee,  and  the  ex*^ 
eeaee  of  boflding  school  houses^  shidl  not,  in  any  eaaet  be  defrayed 
W  of  the  umneftL  arising  from  the  sales  of  said  school  lands, ^bot  tho 
saine  shall  be  prerided  fi>r  by  the  School  CooMnissioners  in  each 
tounty,  bj  assessment  (in  wch  mode  and  manner  as  they  nviy  deeAi 
Vest)  upen  the  iniuU)itants  of  said  tovmships  wherein  juob  eeJwdl 
hansee  may  be^  e^reotedL 

A  COMMON  SCHOOL. 
'  Sec.  14.  Be  it  further  enacied,  That  to  constitute  a  Coinmfii| 
Bohooi,  so  as  to-emitle  the  teacher  thereof  to  draw  nxNiey  <«nder  Ihja 
net,  the  said  school  shaU  embrace  « teacher  regular^  liceiised  by  Hm 
•ibresaid  Conuaissionors,  and-  at  least  seven  •  dbildreny  male  -and  f^ 
nak,  who  shall  not  be  att  of  one  fiunily ;  and  in  thoae  townships  of 
tfce  State  whem  the  population  is  too  sparse  to  organize  a  school  in 
ene  settUmeoty  there  asay  be  two  or  more  neighborhoods  embraced^ 
and  the  School  Commissioners  may  allow  the  teacher  to  itinerala 
from  neighbothood  to  neighborhood,  teachiag  the  children  ihereof-as 
hisat  can  be  dont?;  and  the  whole  of  his  or  her  itineiaey  shall  be 
aofbraced  in  one  school,  and  Trustees  eleetod,  and  returns  made  ae* 
C6TC&igly. 

-:  Sec  15.  Beitfuriher  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  elected  annu- 
litf  in  each  Common  School,  by  the  parents  and  guardians  sending 
thudren  to  saidechool,  in  sueh  maanor  and  mode  as  they  may  a^ree 
npon  among  themselves,  two  or  more  Tnislees,  the  returns  of  whose 
election  shall  be  made  by  sqme  one  of  the  voters,  to  the  Commissioneir 
«f  CoinnHm  Schoela  lor  the  cointity.  That  it  shall  be  the  dQ^  of  said 
SVosteea  to  employ  the  teachers  tor  their  respective  sdio^^  and  .to 
nake  sueh  agreement  with  them  as  may  be-  desired  by  a  majocity  of 
Hmt  c<artv3wt0r»  k>  said  school ;  «nd  after  Trustees  are  eleetod  for  % 
iHiftiMdar^dKM)),.  they  shall  have  the  chargs  of  the  sbhool  house  or 
^ebebt  hduses^  and  no  one  shall  teach  therein  Irithout  their  penms* 
«lottaiid  engikgenenti  That  said  Trusteea  shall  certify,  upon  eaeh 
■B<um  of  the  teacher^  the  hmnber  of  schdars  in  their  aaid  school^ 
and  such  other  &cts  embraced  therein,  as  are  within  their  knowledpn 
shejr  shall  vidt  the  school  once  a  mmithy  and  oflener  if  possible,  and 
-gse-tbat  their  tendieF  makes  the  necessaiy-flep(»te,  and  in  aH  things 
fmibms  4a0' dut^« 

1  S^  16.  B€U]fitriker enacted^  Thatthefive  p^  cent  neU  pn^ 
^Mbdaof  the  sille  oflandsbki  by  Cos^resa,  and- the  sum  derivei^fteoi 
4iw  Geaaral  Gowsrhment  as  the  TensteryVshate  of  the  dktribulicA 
<^'4hfeip«oet»ds  of  the  sales  of  the  pobHo  lands,  and  of  the  isufplm 
qBwraMeviiow*dks»«e  hereafter  Ao  be'due  lolhla.State,  and  that  thn 
Jtatt^fts^eMso^aliieslales,  reel  or  personid,  eaoheating  or  reTWiting 
<«»  m^SAAnian^lMoant  of  a  delect  lof  Jmbts  tNrnea^t  of  Jcio'^^-netl  pviW 
needs  afier  the  payment  of  salvage  and  other ^eipansos^  of.  ntt  ipnf» 
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iorlt«f0iteMWf«A4ir4enlietof  «ii0M%Jifr<iM0MM»  of  te 
tfriie  IMT,  MMi  Ibr  wUdi  m  #wtt6r  abOl  appear  «h1  MtaUM 
«kiin  ^rMiiii  a  jmt  and  a  dajH^ioMmieg  niridi  «Mif  hiiiffiaftir  fai 
dMuuided  <br,  urf  on^ef  ehttrion  of  fDco«p4ratioo%  togediar  widk 
iiioli  grants  or  addfit&dM  as  mmy  in  asj  manner  Immaftar  be  am/k 
llMm<xs  riMOft  constitute  a  Ckimnon  School  FWd^  and  akall  be  paid 
hrto  tha  Stale  TiaaMrj,  aiid  tiie  saaie  shafl  be  apfoitioned  and  <ii» 
trft<tod  animaHj  lev  five  years,  or  vafU  tke  OoMnl  Aesenblj  aUI 
atliarwiae  nfireot^  amongst  tke  sevteml  ooinHies  of  tius  8tale^  vtbkk 
■hall  have  established  a  public  school  or  schoob  nodtr  this  aet^  m^ 
ooiding  to  the  ratio  of  ^ke  population  as  aseertained  hj  the  kst 
prsceding  eensos  of  the  Uaited  States.  The  said  ftnd  sl^  be  Aos 
apfioiciened  and  distributed  to  the  oonnties  by  the  Seortlsrf  of  Sinia 
and  ataite  Tmsurer,  who  shall  give  notfoe  tbeveof  in  wittng«olkn 
£Mib<4  CenttnissionerB  of  the  several  counties  in  this  Stale,  eettim 
fiMlh  the  amount  of  nK>ftey  appropriated  to  their  eounty,  and  the  tana 
n4ien  the  same  shall  be  pa]fmble  to  their  oider  attheTreasurjofthli 
Slate.  And  the  said  school  oommissioaers  ahall,  upon  a  receipiaf 
ttieh  notioe  in  general  mee&ng  asoeabied,  rateahly  distiibnie  the 
aiKine  amongst  the  schools  in  operation  wider  thie  act  In  the  aevaad 
tnwnships,  andtectional  townships,  and  pakts  of  townsUpsi,  of  their 
^oanty,  whkh  rateable  distribnlion  shidl  be  in  pionoitioB  ae  thn 
number  of  children  then  in  regular  tuition  at  each  sdiool,  bean  In 
the  "Vthekt  number^  at  sw^  puUio  school  in  the  oevnty,  and  shall  oqiw 
tffy  nnder  the  haad  and  seal  of  the  PresUaat  and  Semtanr  ^  ^rir 
boaxd,  a  statement  of  said  propoiiion  and  dish^ration,  and  siiaU  give 
te  each  teaeher  entiiled  thereto  admft  upon  theTrennorjrof  theSlale 
fa'soch  enm  as  may  be  duer  to  him  theni^roni. 

0ec.  17.  Me  kfifdmr  maetedj  Thait  the  aotomisdonors  of  coo^ 
a«oa  seheek^hall  pay  annually  mte  the  Treasmy  of  the  Stale,  onck 
tanior  sons  of  money  as  ehajdcoine  into  their  hands  fitnn  die  rent  «r 
nther  proeeeds-ef  the  sbiteenlh  se<4ions,  that  tiie  (nvMoeds  arising  1^ 
tfte  iwdes  of  eaid  siirteenth  nections,  riwli  be  paid  into  Usefaeaenijr  af 
this  dtate,  and  ^pvineipal  Invested  hj  the  Tseaannr  aa  heiehAa. 
fanpforided;  tlieintafestofwliioh  to  be  appiupijnled aeeonfag te 
^piroTisiensands^BitofUilsaettii 


>whiehea]dftadstiiUhe( 
^    [iiii^  DMomhip  Sehml  I^mi. 

iBee.l6i  BeitJmAermuui^  ThatlheSecrataiyef  State  and  the 
^  ,.^aM  aaafcavepoitste  every  eeesUn  of  the  ~ 

(nre,  and  oftener  if  required  by  the  Governor,  and  shaH  i 
il^toaach  ixmnl^f  sehodl  lynmrnissJesifirH  in  this  aiMa»^ 
fltitemeat  «f  dnranMMnt  due  ev^  Towiiflhip,  and  finoliflDal  1 
lniMia<iennty»  from  tiw  ♦^gVisnsAip  Sch^  Aai2,''nad  Oe  said  Ti^ 
nakit  shall  (Mky  Jte  the  lenchers  In  enbb  townehip  and  ft 
niUp'aad  past  of  a  tewnAin^  «w^  emn  ns  tim  boavlef  4 
igbinnisinsoharia  in  said  wmdy^  shaH,  Jy  draft  on  mM  IJw^nwijp, 
dfiwrto4M  pWdutflf  theiaad  inal  Mn^^ 
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fMMji'  ik  ihlfl  Stilte:  flh«Il»  from  aajcaiiee  wluiteven  jremaki  in* 
iMrrejed  and  Bol  kid  ^iBto  tomiflhip^  thea  il9iiaUbeUie  4^^ 
tke  ccMHtottsimu^n  to  eMablbh  coodrooft  a^basb  la  suek  connlyf 
iteili  tk^  mm  can  b^  4o&ei  bMOog  ro(ereBo&  (a  tb^^pofdlalioiit  <i 
tte  «e¥eral  fieighborlioodb>^>4ttid  tbe  6ck(9o)«  w)ie^ 
Itt,  tkall  )»•  ejttkled  10  diair  mt>9ej  from  ito  coBrtmeB, school  fbpd  «% 
ittf-ttiaicl*    .   : 

iB^Mi]^  ooa^  of  tys  Siftto,  oSered  for  aal«  ftt  die  tia«»4u9  thertom 
iai  BO  M  iaobteined  «<|ual  to  tke  taxes  and  eKpeoae*  mmteAt  tJia 
lalMilecter  aliill  be  xo^uired  to  puicWee  the  «^ttie  ftc  the  0UM^ 
Fkurkk,  which  said  lands  if  not  redeemed  withia  the  tiioe  pt^a<!iiibe4 
iftolhte  €aaea  shaH^  pass  iato  th^^  hands  ^th^  jpafikter  of jxiMic  ia^ck 
tlidbe  heU  as  baloilgfaig  to  the  eoomMMi  ^ohoo)  6mAt  wder  4m  fivp* 
tiiisMofthisaQl., 

TEACHERS. 

Sec  »L  Jh^Jt^^irtAar  eiMici^  Tbatao  school  temper  shall d|W 
€r  ba  entitled  to  laijr  of  ^  i^enmmx  tchool  fuad  0(  this  Stated  or  any 
if  the  township  school  fiiad,  who  is  jaot  a  i«egiilarijr  licensed  teaoher 
anlattef»oiasi6ns  eftUsact,  and  who  has  not  in  bis  or  her  chaigOi 
m  regtilai!^  oi;paii»ed.eehooV  aicoovdiiig  to  the  provisions  hereof  Mid 
vrho  ckeo  ttot  stake  the  regdai  lefeuxns  hexein  rMyaiiBdof  him  or  heiw 
TkaitaliteMikMtsiii  applying  for  a  distributive  shaM  of  said  fund,  shall 
make  quarterij  returns  to  Uie  <ommi8Bioaen»  certified  to  l^  the  tnie» 
tBesHoflke  sehoolteCtbe  wMkeiof  soholai^  laM^  school,  atui  sack 
itkig  ^«U^  aad  in  soeh  tttbukur  fonn,  as  hemftybe  te^wedtoteadoi^ 
bylhe  saoMtal7  of  staler  the  comiiMssionojnia^  tnistees^or  eithor  of 
ttiem.  Thateach  teacher  shall  receive^  by  order  of  the  board  of  coDi» 
B^ssionersy  such  sum  for  each  scholar  in  his  or  her  schck>l,  as  the  board 
of  commissioners  may  consider  the  funds  will  warrant— which  amoont 
shall  be  paid  to  him  or  her,  or  his  or  her  order  annoallj ;  and  in  case 
liM  teacher  should  teach  for  a  less  period  than  one  7ear---4hen  he  or  she 
sImJI  receive  his  or  her  school  money,  in  proporti<m  to  the  time. 

Sec.  22.  Be  U  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  ref. 
isler  of  public  knds  in  this  state,  to  transmit  to  the  board  of  commisdsn* 
orsofcommonschoobin  the  respective  counties  of  this  State,  sosoca 
as  said  board  is  organized,  a  list  or  selections  of  the  lands  far  eadi  tofwi^ 
ahm,  or  fraedonal  township*  in  said  county. 

Sec  2d.  BeUfmikerenaetedj  That  if  the  amual  interest  on  *e 
pfoceeds  of  sales  of  saiddzteenth  section,  or  other  lands  ecpavafent 
tf^reto,  to^Btiber  wi^  tike  rateable  apportioiiment  and  <fistribiide^ 
common  sdiool  finMl,  above  provided,  be  yet  too  small  to  support  and 
maintain  the  teacher,  and  defray  the  essential  expraises  of  the  sduMlf 
Oen,  and  hi  tlMU  case,  tike  commissiimers  of  common  schools  na^  ki 
ti^ir  ^scietkin,  vote  a  tax  upon  persons  and  property,  aoooedfaig  tote 
assessment  Ust  of  tiw  slate  tax,  and  upon  the  pnncipieseslabliskedki 
fegaidlo8taletaaatfcMi,astiMyorami^rityortiwwkoleoQnaBla  ' 
aninsaUooaMtyskaUdeem  safidenl  to  soppljr  snek  deficit,  as  < 
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fft^rf  comity,  ar«  li^r^l^  «inp<m^i«d  to  ^alopce  tiw  coUoctfon  ^dM 
iftidtax,  under  tucb  rciles  and  regulttiMs  astbey  nuijf  reforBie  ;  waA 
^|Ma  i^dnftlorAeglMI  to  paytfcesaine^tlwypMiy  td»rlyih>ii  wmi 
fanft  fai  Writing)  a  lo^  opon  the  goodr  and^lMiltcAs,  kadtaai  tf  iiifiatwwfcr, 
eTmleli  delinqaentor  ddiifiqiienls,  alid  niajrsel  Mhi  Mona  t^pajllra  said 
tM^  attd  ttie  CQgtg  uewnafflj  fawairi^d  faithaaoUecdwttteFaaC  • 

See.  24.  jBe  it  further  enacted^  Tbat  k  shall  and  maf  be  hnprM 
Ibr  ^e  cocmniMteiiefi  df <H)DiiiMrti  s^^bedk  itt  Meb  ooiukt^^ 
tfnniber  ofcbttdfcfn  i^dli  be  teceited  and  taogbt  In  anj  ou^  achaei » t 
and  no  tea«ber  abaH^  en'  any  pratett 'wbaleaer,  reftve*  to  ««eem  aoi 
regukrfj teMb lAd  bistnket,  anj ehlM  tbat  wmf^fkm  oaitanhtod M 
nfm  Of  bet,  ft/t  ili0titiedon» 

Sec.  25.  Sea  Jwthef  mact»d,  tliattf'atijr  tonmtialonatof-coaik 
met  aebool8,%benajbereleeted«iidertbept«#iliiiiM  aet,  ilndi, 

while  he  resides  in  said  coonty,  refuse  to  accept  ortiegloeltihpaiiitMl 
the  duties  ofhis  office,  he  shaS-  ve  liable  to  be  hKJicted  for  a  mtsdemea- 
fiati  and  onconi4ctioa  JMi  be  fined  atdwdiaereltoi  »f^  ootot« 

See. 96.  BekfkrH^  mMcted^  Tbatifany  of  tfaeoffioteaennn' 
hited  hi  thia  act,  shall  wttblly  nrisappropriate,  or  sbaH  apply  tobia.«wa 
it^anyoftbe  flmdsenuinenited{ntysact,be8ba)|-beliaUetoboin» 
dieted,  and  on  convfetioA,  shaHbeinedinaeom^notMBceedfcigdDobla 
^e  atnottit  so  niiNippropfiBted  or  wed,  7^  Inprfiioaad  Mtekeae^nr 
Nro  rears,  at  the  disoreMen  of  the  coniC,  andelMltt  ^efoavnrdiaqiialC 
tied  firom  holding  any  office  in  this  Stale.  '  * 
'  See.  27.  BeUftirl^ameied,  lIuttttillvM,  aiid^paitsofkiw^in; 
donsteftentwitbitiikact^beandiheeaiiieare  heraby  npaalad;  aatfH 
bhall  be  the  doty  ofthe  jwlges  of  the  dreiA  ooiM  a^  tWaMato  to  i^ 
1Mb  act  in  efaargie  to  tiie  gnnd  juries^  ^ 


'*'•'. '    •         '  ■  ■    '•  •,  ^-  ■.  ••  .u  .'-•.■  - 

•  .-.•..•  ;.■.....,.=.  ....    ,,,....■.„■.■.,      .   . . 
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APPENDIX. 


REPORT  or  THE  oohftroller. 


CoMPTSOLLER's  OFFICK9     ) 

TaUahassee,  Nov.  1847.    ] 
To  His  Excellency  W.  D.  MoaBLET,  Gov.  of  Florida. 

Sir  : — ^I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annual  report, 
shewing  the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
3l8t  October  1847. 

Very  req;)ectfiilly 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BEMIS,  Comptroller. 


7.      ) 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 

Comptroller's  Office, 
Tallahassee,  Nov.  1,  1847. 
To  His  ExceUency  Willlaji  D.  Moseley,  Governor  of  Florida 

Sir — ^In  obedience  to  the  requisition  of  the  law,  I  submit  to  you 
the  following  statement  of  the  disbursements  and  receipts  at  the 
Treasury,  for  the  fiscal  year  which  closed  on  the  dOth  day  of  October, 
1847. 

The  amount  of  Warrants  drawn  on  the 
Treasury  for  the  year,  -  -        -  52,787  46 

leoislative  department. 
Pay  of  members  of  the  General  Assembly, 

Clerks  and  other  officers,  -        10,866  40 

Printing  for  the  session,  -  2,347  82 

Contingent  expenses,  wood,  stationary,  dec,    839  06 

$13,553  28 

EXECUTIVE    DEPARTMBirr. 

Salaiy  of  officers,  -  -  4,200  00 

JVBICLAX  DEPARTMENT. 

Salaiy  of  4  Judges,  Attorney  General,  and 
Solicitors,  -  -  9,300  00 
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MILITIA. 

Salary  of  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 

500  00 

PRUfTmO   LAWS. 

Printing  Laws  and  Reports  of  Supreme 

Court, 

926  85 

CENSUS. 

Amts.  due  for  taking  census,  1845, 

300  46 

SUFBEME  COVET. 

Fees  and  per  diem  of  cleriL, 

222  44 

Per  diem  of  sheriff  and  serv't  hire. 

157  50 

Contingent  Expenses, 

286  82 

$666  26 

PBOSECVTINO    BANKS. 

Solicitor's  fee  for  fi)rfeiting  charter  Pensacola 
Bank,  •  -  •  50  00 

EEVENUE  REFUNDED. 

Amt.  refunded  pr  act  Gen.  Assembly,  to  heirs 
of  N.  Brush,        -  -  -  198  94 

ST.  JOSEPH  CONVENTION. 

Amt  pd  B.  Smith  pr  act  of  Gen.  Assem.  1846,  327  24 

CBIHINAL  FBOSECUTIONS. 

Eastern  Circuit,  -  -  4,414  62 

Southern    "  -  -  1,195  69 

Middle,      "  -  -  5,980  47 

Western     "  -  -  8,442  77 


915,033  55 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES  COUBTS. 

Record  books,  pay  of  bailifis,  room  rent, 

stationary,  6lc,  &c.,  -  •         3,027  93 

CONTINGENT  FUND. 

Sundry  disbursements  by  order  of  Gov.,         1,432  62 
Advanced  to  United  States,     •  -         1,250  00 

Expense  and  pay  of  Comm'rs  appointed  to 
settle  the  boundary  line  between  Geor- 
gia, Alabama,  and  Florida,  .  1^12  00 


83,894  62— $52,787  46 


RECEIPTS. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  fiscal 
year  1847,  as  pr  Treasurer's  receipts, 
filed  in  this  office,  amount  to 

From  Revenue  due  for  1845, 

From        »        «    **    1846, 

From        "        •*    «    1847, 

From  fines  and  forfeitures, 

From  Licenses, 


-     . 

$45,357  60 

-  1,879  52 

33,166  20 

6,589  30 

-      618  66 

-      716  00 
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From  Auction  Tax,        -  -  -  1,166  87 

From  this  amount  refunded  by  the  U.  S.,  -  1,161  05 
From  sale  of  articles  purchased  for  Com- 
missioners of  boundary  lines,  -  -  60  00 — $45,357  60 
By  a  reference  to  the  expendiitures  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  no  mate- 
rial  difference  will  be  found  in  tke  expenses  of  the  State,  except  in 
the  item  of  criminal  prosecutions,  which  in  1846  amounted  to  $3,362,- 
31 — ^but  which  has  cost  the  State  for  the  present  year  the  sum  of  $15,- 
033,55,  to  which  add  the  contingent  expenses  of  courts,  83,027,93^, 
making  the  amount  paid  for  criminal  prosecutions  and  expenses  of 
courts  $18,061,18 — ^being  an  increase  over  the  expenditures  of  1846, 
of  nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars  seventeen  cents, 
and  exceeding  the  entire  expenses  of  the  Legislative  Department, 
$4,508,20. 

By  reference^to  the  accompanying  exhibit,  marked  A,  it  will  be 
seen  that  in  some  of  the  counties  the  expenses  of  criminal  prosecu- 
tions exceed  the  amount  of  Taxes  assessed  therein. 

The  amount  of  certificates  outstanding,  1st  Nov.  1846,  as  per  last  re- 
port, ....  -  $27,597,28 

Amount  certificates  issued  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 

31st  October  1847,  -  -  -  32,787,46 


80,384,74 
Less  this  amount  paid  into  Treasury,  45,357,60 

Amount  outstanding  liabilities,  $35,027,14 

The  taxes  assessed  for  1847,  amount  to  $51,731,84 
firom  which  theTTreasurer  has  recv'd.     6,589,30 


45,142,54 
Deduct  probable^  allowances  of  County 
Commissioners  for  collecting,  assess- 
ing, insolvencies  and  overcharges,  9,000,00 

Due  for  the  taxes  of  1847,  and  payable 

22d  instant,        -  .  .  $36,142,54 

Amount  stiU  due  for  1846,        .  -  3,480,30 


$39,622,84 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  sum  of  thirty-nine  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  dollars  eighty-four  cents,  is  due  for  taxes,  and 
which  will  all  be  due  on  the  22d  November,  and  if  promptly  paid  will 
be  more  than  sufiicient  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  entire  amount  of 
outstanding  liabilities. 

N.  P.  BEMIS,  Comptroller. 
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COMPTROLLER'S  OFFICE. 

(Exhibit  A.) 

ACCOUNT  EXPENSB  CRIMINAL  PROSECUTIONS  AND  EXPENSE  OF  COURTS 
IN  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES. 


Amt.  Taxesi 

Amt.  Paid. 

Ais'd. 

Crim.PrM. 

Escambia  County, 

2,479  66 

1116  95 

St  Rosa,        " 

906  38 

860  21 

Walton,           " 

501  36 

449  89 

Washington,    " 

540  08 

185  50 

Jackson,          " 

3,085  14 

627  56 

Calhoun,          " 

404  44 

135  00 

Franklin,         " 

5,618  05 

1118  95 

Gadsden,         " 

6,208  26 

3232  97 

Leon,              « 

10,565  87 

1430  70 

Wakulla,        " 

1,547  28 

654  73 

Jefferson,        ** 

3,637  89 

446  52 

Madison,         ** 

2,346  07 

478  16 

Hamilton,        ** 

758  14 

486  33 

Columbia,       « 

1,467  09 

623  59 

Alachua,         " 

2,384  68 

1184  37 

Marion,           " 

1,194  73 

911  83 

Duval,             " 

2,119  04 

1279  35 

St.  John's        " 

2,894  45 

954  69 

Nassau           « 

932  10 

75  50 

Monroe           " 

1,347  13 

647  27 

Orange           " 

712  74 

169  98 

Hillsborough  " 

366  72 

522  48 

Benton           '' 

255  68 

458  98 

St.  Lucie       " 

305  39 

$50,731  84    $18061  46 


Office  of  Comptroller  of  Public  Accounts,  ) 
TallaJuusee^  1st  November^  1847.  ) 

To  His  Excellency  W.  D.  Moselet, 

Governor  of  Florida. 
Sir  : — ^I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  present  you  with  a  statement 
of  my  account,  as  Auditor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  30th  October,  1847. 
Amount  Territorial  Warrants  outstanding,  as  per  last 

report,  ....    16,922  67 

Amount  issued  since  that  time,  -  -  52  50 


Total  amount  issued, 


-•16,975  17 
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By  this  amoaiil  paid  to  Buckingham  Smith, 
by  a  warrant  on  the  State  Treasury,  per 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  last  ses- 
sion, -  -  -        $327  24 

This  amount  received  on  account  Fines  and 

Forfeitures  due  Territory,  -  -  463  36 


790  60 


Liabilities  of  the  Territory,    .  -  916,184  57 

N.  P.  BEMIS, 

Comptroller, 


REPORT  or  THE  TREASURER. 


Treasubeb's  Office, 
Tallahassee  Nov.,  I8th,  1847. 
To  His  Excellency  W.  Z>.  Moseley,  Governor  of  Florida : 

SiK — ^I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  hand  you  a  condensed  statement 
of  my  accounts  as  Treasurer  of  the  State,  fer  the  fiscal  year  1847, 
marked  A — ^by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  ifeceived  into 
the  Treasury  during  the  year,  firom  all  sources  of  revenue,  forty-four 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-sli  55-100  dollars — (^44,136  55-100 
— «nd  that  twelve  hundred  and  tweni^-one  05-100  dollars — 1 1,221 
05.100 — ^bave  been  refimded  to  the  Treasury,  for  money  temporarily 
advanced  out  of  the  Contingent  Fund — making  the  amount  received 
during  the  year,  forty-five  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  and 
60-100  dollar8---$45,357  60-100-^to  which  add  five  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  and  90-100,  remaining  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  first  day  of  Nov.  1840,  makes  the  amount  of  $51,086,50,  from 
which  deduct  $47,308,40,  the  payments  out  of  the  Treasury  for  1847, 
leaves  a  baUince  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  November  1847, 
of  $3,755  10-100.  I  also  hand  you  my  account  with  the  Tallahas- 
see Fund,  marked  B.  The  resources  of  this  Fund  are  nearly  exhaust- 
ed, except  the  donation  by  Congress  of  eight  sections  of  land,  for  the 
purpose  of  fixing  the  seat  of  government  of  the  State. — This  land  has 
to  be  located  before  it  can  be  made  available  for  the  payment  of  the 
demands  against  the  Fund.  I  would  recommend  that  a  law  be  pass- 
ed to  authorize  the  Treasurer  and  Commissioners,  to  seU  the  right  of 
locating  this  land— as  it  woukl  enable  him  to  make  a  speedy  and 
final  settlement  of  this  Fund,  and  give  to  the  creditors  their  money  that 
has  been  so  long  due  them. 

RespectiiiUy  your  ob't  Servant, 

BENJAMIN  BYRD, 
State  Treasurer. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Th€  StaU  of  Florida  in  account  current  vfith  Beafanim  Byrd^ 

Treasurer. 

DB. 

1847. 

November  1,  To  cash  paid  on  Treasiny  certificates^ 

during  the  year  1847,         -  -     947,308  40 

"        "  To  baluice  of  Cash  in  the  Treasmy  this 

day,  .  .  .         3,755  10 

Carried  down,      •  •  •     951,086  50 

OR. 

1846. 

NoTomber  1,  By  cash  on  hand  this  day 

in  the  Treasury,  •  •       95,728  90 

1847. 
November  1,  By  cash  received  on  auc* 

tion  tax  for  1846,  •      378  55 

**        "By  cash  received  on  fines 

A;  forfeitures  for  1947,      -      618  66 
**        •*  By  cash  received  on  ped- 
lars licenses  for  1847,      .       156  75 
"        •*  By  cash  received  on  re- 
tailers of  liquors,  for 
1847,  .  .      336  00 

**        **  By  cash  received  on  rev- 
enue for  1845,  -    1,879  52 


"  By  cash  received  for  li- 
censes on  sundries  for 
1847,  .  .      223  25 

"  By  cash  received  on  auc- 
tion tax  for  1847,  -      788  29 

"  By  cash  received  on  reve- 
nue for  1847,  .    6,589  30 

**  By  cash  received  on  reve- 
nue for  1846,  .  33,166  20 


By  cash  received  firom 
the  United  States,  on 
account  of  money  ad- 
vanced on  the  arms,  as 
general  average,  by 
the  brig  Gren.  Wilson, 
wrecked  on  her  pas- 
sage firom  New  York 
to  St  Marks,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1846,  .    1,161  05 


3,369  51 


40,767  04 
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By  cash  received  from 
Governor  Moseley,  for 
a  wagon  purchased  for 
the  use  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  estab- 
lish the  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama, &  Florida  line, 
and  not  used  by  them,      -        60  00 


1,221  05 
51,086  50 


1847. 

November  1,  By  balance  on  hand  in  the  Treasuiy  this 

day,  brought  down,  -  -         8,755  10 

"P    "p 

BENJAMIN  BYRD, 

SUxU  Trecuurer. 
Trbasvbbb's  Office,  Tallahassee,  ) 
l<f  November,  1847.  t 


Thu  TdUdhasees  Fund  in  account  current  vsilh  Benfamin  Byrdy 

Treoiurer. 

1846.  DR. 

November  23,  To  cash  paid  Wm.  H.  Brockenbrough, 
on  account  of  R.  A.  SMne's  account  against  the  Talla- 
hassee Fund,  agreeable  to  his  contracts  for  building  the 
Capitol  in  1840,  per  voucher  1,  •  -   $1,470  00 

December  12,  To  cash  paid  Joseph  Branch,  per  receipt, 
voucher  2,      -  •  -         $50  00 

December  12,  To  cash  paid  S.  S.  Sibley, 
bill  printing,  voucher  d,     - 

December  12,  To  cash  paid  H.  Archer,  per 
receipt,  voucher  4,  - 

December  12,  To  cash  paid  fl.  R.  W.  An- 
drews,  voucher  5,  - 


December  21,  To  cash  paid  J.  W.  Levinus' 
draft,  in  &vor  of  R.  A.  Shine,  per  vouch- 
er 6,  - 

December  21,  To  cash  paid  J.  A.  Edmond- 
son's  bill,  voucher  7, 

December  21,  To  cash  paid  J.  A.  Edmund- 
son's  bill,  voucher  8,         • 

1847. 

January  5,  To  balance  R.  A.  Shine's  drafl, 

in  &vor  of  T.  Barnard,  voucher  9, 
January  16,  To  Charles  Peck's  bill,  vouch- 

er  10,  - 


7  00 

8  44 

284  00 

162  00 

125  00 

12  00 

128  00 

10  00 

299  44 


299  00 
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January  16,  To  S.  S.  Sibley's  bill  printing, 

voucher  11,    - 
January  25,  To  J.  T.  Archer,  roucher  12, 

February  5,  M.  D.  Papy's  bill,  voucher  13, 

March  22,  To  R.  A.  Shine,  as  per  receipt, 
voucher  14,   - 

April  2,  To  J.  A.  Edmundson,  per  reoeipt, 
voucher  15,   - 

April  7,  To  J.  &  L.  O'B.  Branch,  per  re- 
ceipt, voucher  16, 

May  15,  To  C.  A.  Naeb'e  bill,  per  vovoher 
17,  -  -  . 

August  3,  To  J.  A.  Edmondson's  bill,  vouch- 
er 18,  - 

October  15,  To  T.  Baltzell,  per  receipt, 
voucher  19,  • 

Nov.  17,  Commissions  for  coUeoteg  #2,822, 
41 — li  pr*  et, 

^      '*  Commission  for  paying  out  #2,739 
— H  pr.  ct 

November  17,  Balance  oa  hand  in  Unicm 
Bank  of  Fl(»rida  meney,  this  day. 


1846.  cs. 

Oct.  30,  By  Balance  on  hand  this  day, 
Nov.  23,  "  Cash  rec'd.  of  W.  H.  Brocken- 

brough,  for  the  fbUowing  lots  sold  him 

viz :  32  lote  in  the  S.  E.  i  Sec.  6,  T. 

S.  1,  Range  1,  South  and  East,  all  ibr 
Lots  Nos.  1,  7, 8, 10, 16, 17, 18, 25,  and  32, 

^Hill  in  S.  E.  Qr.  Sec.  1,  Township  1, 

Range  1,  S.  dz;  W.  #30, 
Dec.  12,  RecvU  for  lot  No.  21,  S.  E.  Qr., 

Sec.  1,  Townsh^)  1,  Range  1,  S.  &  W. 
Recv'd.  for  the  following  lots  in  S.  W.  Qr. 

Sec.  1,  Township  1,  Range  1,  S.  6c  W. 
No.  2,  to  H.  R-  W.  Andrews,  - 


u 

4, 

(( 

M 

u 

M 

6, 

(( 

U 

u 

U 

7, 

M 

U 

u 

M 

10, 

M 

U 

M 

M 

12, 

(( 

R.  A.  Shine 

s 

(( 

14, 

(( 

do. 

U 

16, 

(( 

do. 

2  00 
10  00 

1  50 

102  50 

41  00 

294  31 

35  00 

3  00 

43  25 

150  0« 


489  II 


42,83 
41,08 


81  2» 


83,41 


87  00 


#2,909  41 
#47,05 


1,200,00 

270,00       1,470,00 
26,00 


51,00 
31,00 
50,00 
51,00 
51,00 
51,00 
51,00 
60,00         422,00 
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1847. 

Jan.  2,  Cash  recT'd.  of  F«  Hoc,  on  ac't, 
judgments  in  Leon  Circuit  Court,  -  -  50,00 
"  20,  Cash  recT'd.  of  A.  A.  Fisher,  Sher- 
iffof  Leon  County,  for  nett  sales  oflots  No. 
22,  sold  under  execution  in  fitvour  of  the 
Treasurer  vs.  John  Shaw's  Administra- 
tor, lot  in  S.  E.  Qr.  Sec.  1,  Township 
1,  Range  1,  S.  A;  W.— $30,00— costs 
15,75— 14,25 

For  nett  sales  on  lot  No.  15,  S.  E.  Qr.  Sec. 
1,  Township  1,  Range  1,  S.  &  W.,  un- 
der execution  in  fiiTor  of  the  Treasurer 
and  Commissioners  vs.  J.  B.  Brown, — 
sold  for  cash--$45,00— costs  13,93,  31,07 

For  nett  sales  of  lots  in  the  original  plan  of 
Tallahassee,  under  a  decree  in  chance- 
ry, and  an  agreement  with  H.  M.  Breck- 
enridge's  agents,  in  satis&ction  in  fiill  of 
executions--<376,00— costs  32,27—  343,73         439,05 

April  7,  Cash  received  for  D.  B.  Butler's 
notes,  given  for  lot  No.  109,  in  the  North 
addition  of  Tallahassee,  for  the  purchase 
money,  viz :  1  note  due  7th  April  1829,  48,56} 

1  note  due  7th  April  1830,        -  -  48,56| 

1  note  due  7th  April  1831,  •  -  48,56,} 

Interest  on  the  above  notes  from  7th  April, 
1830,  the  average  time  they  became  due 
to  date,  .  -  .148  61 


July  21,  By  cash  received  of  F.  Hoc,  on  ac- 
count judgment  in  Leon  Circuit  Court,  -  30  00 

November  11,  By  cash  received  of  F.  Hoc, 
on  account  judgment  in  Leon  Circuit 
Court,  -  -  .  10  00 


294  31 


1847. 

November  17,  Cash  received  for  balance 
principal  J.  B.  De  Corce'  note,  dated  the 
4th  May,  1840,  and  due  1st  March,  1841, 
and  received  in  biUs  of  the  Union  Bank 
of  Florida,  agreeable  to  an  act  of  the 
General  Assembly,  for  the  relief  of  said 
DeCorcef approved  25th  December^l846,  35  75 

November  17,  Protest  of  note  in  the  Union 
Bank,  ... 

November  17,  Interest  on  said  note, 

November  17,  Cash  received  of  F.  Hoc, 
Appendix  2 


40  00 
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m  full  for  judgment  in  Leon  Circuit 
Court  against  said  Hoc,  agreeable  to  a 
resolution  of  tbe  General  Assembly  for 
the  relief  of  said  Hoc^  approved  25tti 
December,  1841,  -  -  -        110  0^ 

|i2,9Mr  41 
1847. 
November  17,  Bv  balance  on  Rand  in  bills  or  the  Union 

Bank  of  FforidiaL  this  daj,  •  -  .        |Q7  Oa 

E.  E.  BENJAMIN  BYED, 

Treasurer  4*  CammiuioMr^ 


SIPORT  OF  Tffi  UffdllNKl  fflBNS&AL. 


ExEcimv^  DkpAitTitsirr,  ^ 
November  2&,  1847.       \ 
Gendemen  of  the  Senate^ 

and  of  the  Souse  of  Representative : 
t  herewith  transmit  to  thp  Grenend  Assemb^i  the  Report  uf  tbe 
Attorney  General^  of  the  State»  made  to  the  Executiye,, under  the 
provisions  of  the  5th  secticni  of  the  act  of  2dd  July;  1845,  prescri- 
bing the  duties  of  that  officer. 

Veiy  respectfiilly, 

W.  IX  MOSELET. 

Attohnbit  €heifBfti£'8  OFficn, } 
November  11^  1^4T.     ) 
His  Excellency  W.  D.  MotttiT, 

Governor  df  Fl(njida. 
Sir:— The  Supreme  Coittt  of  tb»  State  )at  i^  MmlieM  fa  Vaiiaa- 
ry  last,  declared  the  Act  of  die  kte  TerritxnyofFloridiE^  ^pf(fWA  ^ 
February,  1841,eiitided  **Ah&iAwgtAK!6hg^^ 
in  criminal  cases  '^  to  be*  in  tcfolKa  it^lth  Hhe  tymdixMm  df  ^ 
StatOr^  The  conllequence  of  this  decision  isi  diat  no  ri^t  of«p^tel 
is  recognized '<i^  ikDowed  in  criminal  (iaisecriflid^llie  lAvvto^of  tt^l^ttle 
as  they  now  exist  The  Act  of  1841  which  greatly  modified  and 
restricted  this  right,  was  an  iimoVatioii  tf  tds  w^  ^toblstoi  KMfvi- 
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le^e,  the  expediency  of  which  was  quegtionable  even  under  the  pe- 
cimar  circumstances  which  produced  it  Indeed  nothing  could  have 
induced  the  people  of  Florida  to  tolerate  this  infiingement  of  a  priv- 
ilege so  highly  prized  as  a  protection  against  error,  prejudice  and 
oppression,  but  its  evident  and  pressing  necessity.  Florida,  from  its 
position — its  great  extent  and  sparse  population,  and  the  disorganized 
state  of  society,  had  become  to  a  great  extent,  a  place  of  refuge  for 
the  worthless  and  vicious  of  her  sister  States. 

The  criminal  laws  were  disregarded  or  trampled  upon  and  heinous 
crimes  of  common  occurrence,  whilst  in  most  of  the  Counties  there 
were  no  Jails,  and  in  the  others  they  were  such  as  afibrded  little  or 
no  security  against  the  escape  of  such  prisoners  as  might  be  com- 
mitted  to  them.  To  provide  a  check  to  these  evils,  the  people  sub- 
mitted  to  have  the  ri^ht  of  appeal  qualified  by  the  Act  of  1841,  and 
placed  on  a  different  tooting  hcom  appeals  in  civil  cases.  It  was  a 
sacrifice  of  privilege  to  good  order,  worthy  of  a  young  community, 
whose  elevated  aspirations  viewed  crime  and  vice  with  disgust  and 
and  detestation.  The  reasons,  however,  which  induced  and  perhaps 
justified  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  1841,  have  ceased  to  exist  Flor- 
ida has  become  a  State,  and  the  citizens,  proud  of  the  responsibility 
they  have  assumed,  feel  too  deep  a  solicitude  in  the  rigid  enforcement 
of  the  laws  to  permit  them  to  be  evaded  with  impunity,  whilst  strong 
and  convenient  Jails  are  scattered  at  convenient  distances  throughout 
the  State.  It  is  therefore  fortunate  that  the  invalidity  of  this  Act  has 
been  made  known  and  an  impediment  in  the  way  of  restoring  this  pnv^ 
ilege  to  its  pristine  extent  and  usefulness  thereby  removed- 
There  being  now  no  law  allowing  appeals  and  writs  of  error  in 
criminal  cases,  it  is  necessary  that  the  General  Assembly  should 
adopt  such  a  law  on  this  subject  as  it  shall  deem  advisable.  It  can* 
not  be  that  at  this  enlightened  day  the  right  of  appeal  will  be  grant- 
ed in  all  cases  wherein  property  is  concerned,  but  denied  when  life 
or  character  is  at  stake.  Such  a  distinction  would  ill  accord  with 
the  humane  spirit  of  our  institutions  which  breathes  throughout  our 
code.  Every  reason  which  shows  the  utility  of  this  privilege  in  the 
one  case  applies  with  double  force  in  &yor  of  granting  it  in  tibe  other. 
If  error,  ignorance  or  prejudice  render  it  a  wise  exp^ient  when  the 
right  to  property  is  to  be  determined,  so  it  is  equally  as  necessary  a 
sueguard  against  the  weakness  or  fidlibility  of  man  when  the  life, 
liberty  and  reputation  of  a  citizen  is  insolved. 

I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  same  fiu^ility  be  allowed 
for  appeals  and  writs  of  error  in  criminal  cases,  as  are  mnted  in 
civil  cases.  The  act  of  1833,  which  was  repealed  by  the  act  of 
1841,  placed  them  on  this  footing. 

The  second  section  of  the  act,  providing  &r  the  election  of  elec- 
tors of  President  and  Vice  Presulent  of  the  United  States,  requires 
to  be  amended,  so  as  to  conform  the  time  therein  designated  of  hold- 
ing the  election,  to  that  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress,  approved 
2^  January,  1845.  By  the  above  section  of  the  State  Jaw,  the 
election  is  directed  to  be  held  ^  on  the  thir^-fourth  day  preceding  the 
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first  Wednesday  in  December,"  dec,  whilst  the  Act  of  Congress 
enacts  that  the  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  each  State,  ^on  the  Tuesday  next  afler  the  first  Monday  in 
November.''  Congress  having  exercised  a  power  clearly  vested  in  it 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  time  designated  by  it 
is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  binding  on  the  several  States. 
As  the  time  appointed  by  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  was 
doubtless  selected  without  any  design  to  evade  the  law  of  Congress, 
or  question  its  right  to  fix  the  time  of  holding  the  election,  and  with 
reference  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  1792,  it  is 
deemed  sufUcient  me  ely  to  call  the  attention  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  the  discrepancy. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  first  General  Assembly,  certain  Resolu- 
tions were  adopted  in  relation  to  certain  associations  claimmg  to 
exercise  banking  privileges  to  wit :  the  Union  Bank,  Southern  Life 
Insurance  and  TVust  Co.,  and  Bank  of  Pensacola.  Believing  these 
to  be  merely  resolutions  of  enquiry  to  bring  before  the  next  General 
Assembly  information  on  the  subject  matter  as  set  forth  in  the  pre- 
amble, that  such  action  might  be  then  taken  as  its  importance  and 
delicate  nature  demanded,  and  altogether  initiatory  in  their  character, 
the  Attorney  General  submitted  the  result  of  his  investigation  to  the 
next  session.  He  informed  the  General  Assembly  that  in  his  opin- 
ion  the  change  i&om  a  Territorial  to  a  State  Government  did  not 
abrogate  the  charters  of  these  Corporations,  and  that  he  deemed  them 
to  be  existing  bodies,  but  that  each  of  them  had  violated  its  charter 
and  &iled  to  accomplish  the  object  of  its  creation,  and  suggested  the 
only  and  proper  mode  by  which  these  abused  franchises  could  be 
again  seized  into  the  hands  of  the  State.  This  he  construed  to  be 
the  extent  of  his  power  and  duty  under  these  Resolutions.  Some 
however,  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  consideration,  have  placed  a 
dififerent  construction  on  them,  asserting  that  they  were  instructions 
on  behalf  of  the  State  to  the  Attorney  General  to  institute  in  the 
proper  tribunals  such  proceedings  as  would  procure  judgmenU  of 
forfeiture  to  be  entered  against  each  of  these  associations,  and  a 
seizure  into  the  hands  of  the  State  of  the  fitmchises  granted  them. 
But  however  desirable  the  annulment  of  these  charters  may  be,  that 
this  interpretation  is  unwarrantable  must  be  manifest  from  a  carefid 
perusal  of  the  Resolutions,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  consequences  of 
a  judgment  of  forfeiture,  and  the  conviction  which  will  be  on  the 
minds  of  all  acquainted  with  them,  that  had  such  proceedings  been 
designed,  language  totally  different  and  unequivocal  in  its  character, 
would  have  been  used. 

The  Act  of  incorporation  being  in  the  nature  of  a  contract,  it  was 
both  prudent  and  proper  that  an  investigation  should  be  made  to  as- 
certain the  truth  of  the  alleged  usurpations  and  malfeasances  by 
these  associations,  befere  the  State  declared  itself  absolved  fix)m  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  and  sought  to  resume  by  the  judgments  of  the 
courts  the  privileges  which  it  had  granted.  And  it  was  doubtless 
with  a  view  to  be  satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  these  allegations. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


13 

prior  to  such  a  declaration,  that  the  Resolutions  were  adopted,  and 
the  Report  called  for.  The  language  of  the  preamble  is  that 
^whereas,  the  Union  Bank,  Bank  of  Pensacola,  and  Southern  Life 
Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  claiming  to  exercise  banking  priv. 
ileges,  are  charged  to  have  violated  their  banking  privileges,  and 
thereby  to  have  forfeited  their  charters :  and  whereas,  it  is  charged 
by  others  that  the  associations  referred  to  are  usurpations,  and  their 
charters  null  and  void  :  Now,"  &c.  The  Attorney  General  b  then 
directed  to  institute  enquiries  into  the  conduct  and  management  of 
these  associations,  not  with  a  view  of  obtaining  judgments  of  far- 
feiturej  but  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  the  result  of  his  enqmries 
to  the  next  General  Assembly.  There  is  no  expression  in  either  the 
preamble  or  resolutions  which  can  be  construed  into  a  declaration 
that  these  corporations  had  violated  their  charters — a  conclusion 
which  it  is  irrational  to  suppose  would  have  been  arrived  at  before 
ordering  judgments  of  forfeiture  to  be  obtained  against  them.  And 
besides,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  State  would  necessarily  have 
wished  to  resume  these  franchises,  because  they  had  been  abused,  for 
there  might  be  good  reasons  why  it  would  be  willing  to  waive  these 
breaches.  This,  connected  with  the  fiict  that  the  phrase  "judgment 
of  forfeiture,"  or  any  expression  of  similar  import,  is  no  where  used 
— strengthens  the  belief  that  the  General  Assembly  intended  these 
Resolutions  only  as  preparatory  to  forther  action.  I^  however,  they 
were  intended  to  hefincdj  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  why  the  Attorney 
General  was  directed  to  report  to  the  next  General  Assembly,  and 
it  is  equally  difficult  to  understand  why  the  13th  Art.  of  the  Consti- 
tution  of  the  State  giving  the  General  Assembly  at  its  first  session, 
power  to  regulate,  restrain  and  control,  all  associations  claiming  to 
exercise  banking  privileges,  was  made  part  of  the  preamble  of  a  law 
which  sought  their  total  dissolution  and  destruction.  To  regulate, 
restrain,  and  control  them  is  entirely  different  fh)m  annihilating  them 
by  a  judgment  of  forfeiture. 

Placing  this  construction  on  these  Resolutions,  and  as  proceedings 
in  such  cases  can  only  be  instituted  by  the  express  authority  of  the 
State,  I  have  not  felt  myself  empowered  to  take  any  steps  to  have 
the  charters  of  cither  of  these  associations  forfeited.  Indeed,  had  I 
assumed  to  proceed  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  State,  the 
courts  might  have  refosed  to  allow  judgments  of  forfeiture  to  be  en- 
tered without  some  clearer  and  more  explicit  evidence  of  the  assent 
of  the  State  to  such  judgment,  than  that  afforded  by  these  Resolutions. 

I^  however,  the  authority  to  proceed  against  these  associations 
were  unquestionably  conferred  by  these  resolutions,  the  absence  of  all 
provision  against  the  evil  and  disastrous  consequences  of  a  judgment 
of  forfeiture,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  suspend  all  action  until  the 
omission  could  have  been  remedied  by  the  General  Assembly.  In  the 
report  submitted,  in  compliance  with  these  resolutions,  it  was  remark- 
ed— "By  the  principles  of  the  common  law,  upon  the  dissolution  of  a 
corporation  the  lands  reverted  to  the  grantor,  the  personal  property 
vested  in  the  crown,  and  the  debts  to  and  from  U  icere  ukdUy  ex* 
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iinguished ;  so  that  the  members  thereof  coidd  not  recover  or  be 
charged  with  them  in  their  natural  caf>acities.  As  there  is  no  statute 
of  this  State  declaring  that  such  a  consequenee  shall  not  £>llow  the 
rendition  of  a  judgment  of  forfeiture,  the  same  efi^t  might  follow  it 
now.  Should  the  Legislature,  therefore,  deem  it  wise  and  poUtic  to 
direct  that  proceedings  be  instituted  against  these  assoclatioiiSy  it  is 
recommended  that  it  declare  that,  notwithstanding  the  judgmeats  of 
forfeiture,  the  associations  shall  be  deemed  to  exist,  and  be  capable  of 
suing  and  being  sued  as  before  the  judgment  of  forfeiture,  as  to  all 
rights,  credits,  liabilities,  duties,  responsibilities  or  ol^gations  c^  auy 
kmd  whatevei,  existing  anterior  to  the  rendition  of  such  judgment. 
In  the  absence  of  a  statutory  provision  modifying  this  principle  of  the 
common  law,  judgments  of  forfeiture  carrying  with  them  an  exitUiguish- 
ment  of  the  debts  to  and  from  these  associations,  would  be  a  truly 
bountiful  harvest  to  the  debtors,  but  a  gross  and  wanton  sacrifice  of 
the  rights  and  interest  of  the  creditors,  which  would  cover  wiA  shame 
the  State  by  whose  authority  such  a  catastro{^e  had  been  produced. 
Whether  such  consequences  flowed  from  ignorance  or  design,  it 
would  matter  not — the  stain  of  dishonor  woiud  sink  too  deep  to  be 
eradicated,  so  long  as  Florida  had  a  history  or  a  name.  It  cannot  be 
supposed  that  the  General  Assembly  intended  that  any  proceedings 
should  be  taken  under  these  resolutions  which  would  be  attended  with 
such  lamentable  results. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  law  of 
1845,  "  relative  to  certain  associations  claiming  to  exercise  banking 
privileges,"  that  its  character  and  extent  may  be  known,  and  that  it 
may  be  distinctly  understood  that  there  is  no  law  which  authorizes 
or  directs  proceedings  to  be  instituted  against  these  associations,  as 
many  have  erroneously  supposed ;  and  that  Uie  General  Assembly, 
being  freed  from  misaf^renension  in  Uiis  regard,  may  pass  such  a 
law  as  will  effect  a  speedv  annulment  of  their  charters,  in  the  usual 
and  legitimate  mode.  With  the  experience  of  the  past  still  fresh  in 
our  nunds,  it  is  presumed  no  one  will  doubt  but  that  finnchises,  so 
unusual  and  extensive,  and  so  paralyzing  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
people,  should  be  abrogated  and  resumed  by  the  State,  without 
unnecessary  delay.  The  present  is  a  fitvorable  season  for  doing  so, 
as  none  of  the  privileges  granted  these  associations  are  exerds^  by 
them,  except  such  as  are  necessary  to  collect  and  pay  debts.  Indeed, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  the  corporators  of  neither  of  these  associa- 
tions contemplate  a  revival  of  their  institutions,  and  are  ready  and 
willing  to  surrender  their  charters,  upon  proper  and  suitable  provis* 
ion  being  made,  allowing  the  exercise  of  their  corporate  rights,  only 
^o  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  settle  and  wind  up  their  afi&irs.  1 
would,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law,  directing  pro- 
ceedings to  be  instituted,  to  have  judgments  of  forfeiture  entered 
against  such  of  these  associations,  as  will  not  make  a  voluntary  sur- 
render of  their  charters,  and  to  have  the  franchises  granted  them 
again  seized  into  the  hands  of  the  State,  with  a  provision  therein 
guarding  «gainst  the  extinguishment  of  the  debta  to  and  from  thenov 
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by  aSowinff  tbeir  oontinued  existence  notwithstanding  such  judgment, 
ontil  a  finu  adjustment  of  their  business  could  be  made.  Such  a  law 
would  accomp&shf  without  difiicuity,  what  the  wel&re  of  the  State  so 
impeiiously  deraamku  It  would  securely  disarm  these  association» 
of  all=  power  to  do  mischief  in  fiitive,  by  taking  fixmi  them  at  once 
all  those  btivilegeiB'  Which  give  vitalitf  to  their  corporate  existencey 
leaving  them  nothing  but  a  name  and  such  powers  as  would  be  ne- 
cessaiy  t»  a^  fitithfiil  adminisCration  of  their  efiects.  The  rights  of 
the  B^tB  wodd  be  thus  vMtcatedi  without  any  shock  or  chuige  in 
thei  retationiAi^  of  the  deht<»rs  and  emditors,  aad  without  any  in* 
ftkijmneM  of  l^eir  i1^^ 

'Ae  rerenae  act  ih)^M)ses  a  tax  <ni  money  loaned  at  interet.  Banks 
SCodk  and  BiMdc  Agett6ies>  but  has  failed  to  provide  the  means  of 
enfeicing  its  eoBeofion,  in  cases  of  a  refesai  or  neglect  to  par.  The 
remedy  given  against  delinquents  consists  in  enibrcing-the  Tax  dA" 
lector  to  make  distress  and  sale  of  goods  and  chattels,  lands  and 
tenements.  The  power  to  reach  chases  in  actum  is  nowhere  given. 
The  tax  being  assessed  on  neither  goods,  chatties,  nor  lands,  and  the 
effects  of  these  institutions  consisting  altogether  of  choses  in  actitm, 
ha  payment,  under  the  law  as  it  now  exists,  may  be  resisted  with 
inq^uni^.  In  giving  a  remedy  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  taxes 
imposed,  the  provisions  of  the  act  seem  to  have  locked  only  to  the 
collection  of  that  imposed  on  lands,  and  goods  and  chattels,  which 
might  be  seized  and  sokl,  losing  sight  of  the  fiu^t  that  a  tax  had 
also  been  directed  to  be  levied  on  property  not  so  tangible,  and  of  an 
entirely  different  character.  Such  an  amendment  should  be  made 
to  this  law  as  will  supply  this  omission,  and  meet  the  exigency  ot 
the  case. 

The  largeness  of  the  amount  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  for  the  ex*' 
penses  of  criimnal  prosecutions  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  courts, 
should  arrest  attention,  as  showing  either  uie  inefficiency  of  the  lawa 
regdating  that  head  c£  expenditure,  or  the  impolicy  of  the  present 
system.  For  the  year  ending  1st  November,  1846,  these  expenses 
amounted  to  98^362  81,  being  about  one-fiffh  of  the  revenue  coUec^ 
ted  for  that  year.  The  following  statement  shows  the  amount  for 
the  fiscal  year,  ending  1st  November,  1847, 
Expenses  criminal  prosecuticms,  Soutfiem  Circuit,     -       tl,195  69" 

Western  "  -  3,534  07 
Eastern  <"  -  4,444  62 
Middle  <'         -         5,980  47 


tl5,154  85 
Contingent  expenses  <^  Circuit  Courts,     -  -         2,906  83 

tl8,061  68 

It  will  be  perceived  that  these  expenses  have  more  than  doubled  10 

the  last  year,  and  that,  instead  of  one-fifth,  theynow  absorb  about 

one-third  of  the  annual  income  of  the  State.     This  rapid  growth  of 

these  expenses  is  doubtless  attributable  to  the  present  practice  of  de^ 
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fraying  them  out  of  the  State  Treasury,  at  the  Seat  of  Govemmentv 
where  the  correctness  of  the  numberless  items  and  charses  againsi 
the  State  cannot  be  known.  The  Comptroller,  whose  mity  it  is  to 
audit  and  allow  these  accounts,  can  have  no  personal  knowledge  ol 
any  of  the  services  charged  for,  and  the  utmost  vigilance  on  his 
part  will  fail  to  detect  the  improper  and  over-charges  which  will  be 
made.  Indeed,  so  loose  are  the  present  laws,  that,  to  entitle  an  ac- 
count to  be  audited  and  pakl,  the  certificate  of  neither  the  Judge  nor 
solicitor,  avouching  its  correctness*  is  required.  To  remedy  this  ex- 
hausting and  increasing  drain  upon  the  Treasunr,  I  would  suggest 
the  policy  of  providing  by  law  for  the  payment  of  these  ejq^enses,  in 
all  except  capital  cases,  by  the  counties  respectively  in  which  they 
may  accrue.  By  doing  so,  a  sure  guaranty  will  be  obtained,  that  a 
proper  economy  will  be  practised  in  defraying  them,  thereby  greatly 
diminishing  the  burden  of  taxation. 

JOSEPH  BRANCH. 
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BEPORT  OF  THE  BKOISTER  OF  FDBUO  LANIM. 


ExECUnVS  DbPASTK EKT,  j 

NoYember  29,  1847. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatwes :  ^ 

I  herewith  transmit  the  Report  of  the  Register  of  Public  Lands  for 
the  State  of  Florida^  shewing  the  action  that  Officer  has  taken  respec- 
ting the  several  interests  placed  by  the  General  Assembly  under  his 
especial  charge. 

I  cannot  permit  the  present  opportunity  to  pass  without  some  com^ 
mendation  (though,  inadequate,  perhaps,)  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
Register  has  pe^rmed  the  highly  responsible  duties  assigned  him. 
Besktes  being  responsible  in  respect  to  their  objects,  his  duties  have 
been  necessarily  arduous,  from  the  fiict  that  he  has  occupied  a  newly 
created  office,  demanding  great  care  and  business  tact  in  its  proper 
disposition.  The  year  preceding  the  election  of  the  Register,  the 
General  Assembly  conmiitted  the  business  of  that  Officer  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive ;  w]k>,  of  course,  could  not  devote  that  amount  of  attention  to 
the  digestion  of  a  systematic  plan  of  conducting  it  so  necessary  to  the 
organization,  increase  and  preservation  of  the  several  flmds  designa- 
nated  in  the  Acts  relating  to  the  Office.  Hence,  the  whole  bimen 
of  digesting  such  a  -plan,  has  &llen  upon  the  present  Register.  How 
well  ne  has  succeeded  in  this  undertaking — the  carefulness  with  which 
he  has  watched  over  the  great  interests  c<»nmftted  to  his  hands — and 
the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his  du- 
ties, altogether  may  be  seen  from  the  Report  and  accompanying 
document. 

Very  RespectfiiUy 

W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

Tallahassee,  Nov.  11,  1847. 

To  CrOV.  MOSELBT, 

Sir:-^Inconformity  with  provisioiiv  of  sundry  Acts  of  the  Leffisla- 
ture  of  this  State,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  Report  on  the  swbgect 
of  Lands  committed  to  my .  charge 

I  am^  Sir,  very  Respe^M}^  your  obt  serv't, 

JOHN  BEARD, 
Register  of  Public  Lands  for  the  State  of  Florkku 
Appendix       8  • 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18 

FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 
Of  the  Register  of  PabUc  Lands  for  the  State  of  Florida. 

Within  the  current  year  the  busip»ss  of  selecting  land  for  the  Statev 
has  been  prosecuted  with  as  moch'despatch  as  was  denned  condfltent 
with  the  public  interest  It  was  not  thou^t  advisable  to  glean  too 
closely  those  regions  which  had  already  been  culled  from,  while 
others  not  yet  surveyed  remained  to  be  explored.* 

Soon  after  I  entered  upon  my  official  duties  in  Januaiy  last,  I  found 
that,  in  order  to  provide  means  to  discharge  existing  demands,  and  ta 
expedite  the  land  operations,  it  was  necessaiy  to  have  sales  as  soon 
as  practipablei  Accoidingly,  the  requisite  notice  wa^  given  and  sales 
were  had  in  May.  The  simultaneous  and  opportune  rise  in  the  price 
of  the  great  staple  of  the  State,  encouraged  the  hope  tfiat  it  would  be 
a  favorable  time  to  sell  land»  and  the  result  shows  that  the  hope  was 
wed  founded.  Inckiding  a  few  tracts,  sold  since  at  private  sale,  the 
quanti^  disposed  of  amounts  to  11,80&  86,100  acres,  i»t)diicing  $83,* 
825  24-100,  and  averaging  $2  78  per  acre. 

Leaving  out  of  view  the  necessity  that  existed,  and  admitting,  what 
iH  extremely  proUamataoal,  that  these  lands  woidd,  at  some  indefinite 
future  period,  have  yielded  more  than  the  amount  of  principal  and  in* 
terest  that  would  accrue  from  an  early  sale,  it  still  does  not  necessari- 
ly follow  that  it  would  have  been  politic  to  liave  deferred  the  sales. 
For  in  the  affiurs  of  communities,  no  less  than  of  individuals,  there 
are  tides  which  may  not  be  omitted  without  detriment — tides  which, 
originating  in  moral  causes^  may  be  directed  more  or  less  by  the 
acency  of^raan.  Of  (his  kind  are  the  fluctuations  of  pcqpulation  and 
of  wealth,  which  a  sagacious  statesman  will  watch  with  as  much 
anxiety  as  that  with  wUch  a  prudent  iqariner  observes  the  winds,  or 
the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  •cean. 

Since  the  cessation  of  Indian  hostilities  the  tide  of  emigration  ta 
Florida  has  neidier  been  as  fiill  norias  continooua  as  was  anticipa- 
led.  Nevertheless,  though  hardly  recovered  from  that  hideous  con* 
test  which  desolated  krge  poitions  of  h^  domain,  she  has  had  thr 
boldness  to  enter  the  lists  of  generous  rivalry,  with  States  already 
poweifiil,  {«osperousi  and  jenewned.  Thu^  situated,  and  thus  adven« 
turinff,  she.  should  be  cautious  in  regard  to  any  policy  that  might,  in 
the  dightest  de^ee,  tend  to  counteract  the  attractive  influences  of 
her  climate  and  her  ^dl,  bv  repelling,  instead  of  inviting  popdation 
and  wealth.  But  ^rue  to  her  permanent  interest  the  state  should 
neither  fix  high  priees  on  her  lands,  nor  bring  them  into  market 
sparingly.  T%e  times  for  ofiering,  and  the  quantities  to  be  oflhred, 
diould,  of  course,  be  regulaledkby  the  demand  for  immediate,  or  not 
remote,  use,  asnear  as  this  can  be  i^eoertained.  And  althoogli  bom 
the  difficulty  of  such  ascertainment,  poitions  might  fell  into  the  hands 
of  speculators,  against  which  it  is  impossible  to  guard  with  entire 
success ;  yet  it  is,  at  the  worst,' doubtfel  whether  such  results  would 
be  as  prejudicial  to  the  public  wealt  as  would  be  a.  slight  check  to 
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immigmtion,  caused  by  excessive  anxiety  to  obUin  high  prices. — 
For  if  speculators  shoukl  purchase  keen-sighted  self  interest  wouB 
induce  them  to  hasten  the  settlement  of  their  land.  And,  besides, 
the  State  would  immediately  besin  to  derive  interest  from  the  pro* 
ceeds  of  the  sales,  andreyeniie  m  the  foim  of  taxes  from  the  lands 
thamselyes*  Influenced  by  these  considerations,  and,  from  informa- 
tion, anticipating  a  demand,  I  have  advertised  sales  to  t^i^  place 
next  MarcL  Besides  ^  tracts  that  have  been  adveKised,  there 
are  others  in  East  Florida  which  wo^d  probably  command  fiur 
prices.  But  th^se  have  not  yet  been*approved  at  Washington,  and, 
mcMreover,  having  been  selected  for  Internal  Improvement,  they  must 
be  advertised  .fi)r  tix  months.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  appre- 
hend that  if  I  should  wait  to  hear  £rom  Washington,  the  subsequent 
notice  required  by  law  would  compel  me  to  postpone  the  sale  to  a 
period  in  the  liext  year  so  late  that  straqgers  could  hardly  be  expec- 
ts to  attend.  And  here  I  will  take  occasion  to  propose  that  the 
second  section  of  act  No.  24,  of  1846,  be  so  amended  as  to  require 
Internal  Improvemrait  Lands,  like  those  for  Seminaries,  tp  be  advei- 
tised  <Aree  months  only.  This  change  would  diminish  the  expense, 
not  inomsiderabte,  of  advertising  ai^  of  selling.  Tracts  selected 
for  the  diffevent  objects,  and  in  many  cases  lying  contiguous,  could 
then  be  advertised  in  the  anne  notices,  and  sold  at  the  same  times. 

In  the  acts  relating  to  these  two  classes  of  land  there  are  some 
•other  differences  for  which  there  is  no  obvums  reason.  For  instance, 
Seminanr  lands  are  required  ta  be  appraised^  whilst  the  minimum 
prices  of  Internal  Impicpvement  lands  are  fixed  by  law.  The  former 
plan  is  not  recomn^nded  to  my  &vor  by  the  little  experience  I  have 
had  of  its  (Operation.  The  latter,  affer  having  been  tested  many 
years  by  the  United  States,  is  still  adhered  to ;  which  is  no  slight 
proof  of  its  excellence,  if  it  be  considered  what  anxious  and  unre. 
•mitting  attention  hiMs  been  bestowed  upon  the  land  system  by  the 
Federal  Grovemment.  It  is  desirable,  at  least,  that  the  State  should 
adopt  an  unifonn  system,  as  fiur  as  she  has  the  right  to  do  it,  in  re- 
gard to  the  management  and  disposition  of  all  her  lands.  The  mini- 
mum price,  however,  is  a  matter  of  more  importance  than  the  mode 
by  which  such  pric0  shall  be  ascertained. 

On  a  former  occasion,  I  thinlt^last  /ear,,  in  the  Report  of  the 
President  <^  Trustees,  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  was  judi- 
ciously directed  to  the  in^wHoy  of  giving  any  grounds  for  the  belief 
abroad,  that,  ailer  engrossing  all  the  best  land  within  her  Hmit^ 
Florida  had  fixed  on  them  extravagant  prices.  I  fully  concur  in  that 
view,  and  woidd  earnestly  deprecate  measures  h|kving  any  such  ten- 
dency. Instead  of  thus  repelling  enterprise,  and  depressing  the 
spirit  of  competition,  invite  and  stimulate  them  by  the  hope,  at  least, 
of  good  bargains,  and  you  will  attract  to  your  sales  crowds,  that, 
under  the  contagious  excitement  incident  to  such  occasions,  will,  in 
many  cases,  cause  the  lands  to  sell  for  more  than  the  most  sanguine 
would  have  ap|Nraised  them  at  in  a  moment  of  calm  calculation. — 
This  view  is  sanctioned  by  uneiring  experience. 
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There  has  been-a  perpetual  contest  between  the  new  and  the  oU 
States  in  regaid  to  the  price  <^  the  public  (U.  B.)  lands ;  the  former 
contending  for  a  jreduction  of  the  minimum^  the  latter  opposing  it — 
But  it  is  worthy  <^  special  notice,  as  pertinent  to  the  present  aigi»* 
ment,  that,  whiist  the  courses  i^the  parties  are  directly  opposite,  the 
motiyes  of  b<^  concur  to  strengthen  the  position  h6re  taken.  The 
M  States,  impoyerished  more  or  less  by  an  exhausting  system  <^a^ 
riculture,  feel  disquietude  at  the  suggestion  of  any  measures  that 
might  co-operate  with  that  cause  to  drain  their  population  and  wealth. 
On  the  other  hand  the  new  ^(tates^  no  less  alert  and  discerning  in 
reference  to  their  particular  interest,  although  themselyes  large  knd 
holders,  and  consequently  con^titors  with  the  Union,  consider  it 
wiser  policy  to  encounter  competition  on  yeiy  unequal  tenns,  than  to 
forego  the  political  power  and  odier  adyantages  that  accrue  to  them 
from  a  rapid  influx  of  popidation. 

The  importance  of  the  subject  now  under  considera^on  is  the 
more  deeply  impressed  on  my  mind  by  the  f&ct  that  immense  tracts 
of  fertile  land,  adapted  to  the  growth  of  the  same  staples  that  are 
produced  here,  haye  recently  been  annexed  to  the  Union,  and  the 
probability  that  ere  long  other  regions  will  be  added  which  imagi- 
nation, at  least,  decks  with  6[till  more  exuberant  attractions.  In  com- 
paring those  regions  with  Florida,  and  after  making  much  allowance 
for  die  exaggerations  of  the  ardent,  it  would  he  unsafe  to  lay  too 
much  stress  upon  the  remoteness  of  the  former,  and  the  piiyajdons 
incident  to  new  countries,  as  objections  to  migrating  thither*  For 
the  history  of  emigraticm  shows  that,  whether  quickened  by  the  en- 
thusiastic spirit  of  adyenture,  impelled  by  want,  allured  by  yisions  of 
wealth  or  feme,  or  incited  by  the  loye  of  liberty,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  can  be  deterred  from  the  pursuit  of  dieir  object  by  no 
difficulties  or  dangers  that  human  courage,  fortitude,  and  ^eigy,  can 
possibly  oyercome. 

In  regard  to  the  School  Lands,  (16th  sections,)  I  entertain  no  doubt 
that  it  would  be  wise  to  sell  them,  and  as  speedily  as  possible  con- 
sistently with  the  particular  interest  of  the  object  for  which  they 
were  designed,  and  with  the  general  policy  aboye  indicated.  While^ 
they  remain  In  their  wild  state,  they  contribute  nothing  either  to  the' 
general  interests  of  the  State,  or^  the  school  fond,  but  are  exposed 
to  trespassers,  aiid  must  be  protected,  at  some  cost  And  if  they  be 
leased,  eyen  at  Mr  prices,  and  to  punctual  tenants,  (which  caniuit  be, 
in  all  cases,  predicated  of  the  past,)  their  rapid  deterioration  w^ 
oyerbalance  the  income  thus  deriyed. 

At  the  sales  of  Seminary  lands  which  took  place  last  spring  seyerai 
tracts  were  sold  on  which  there  were  subsisting  leases.  Since  then, 
no  new  leases  haye  been  knade  ;  and  had  any  proposals  to  that  efiect 
been  submitted,  I  would  have  assented  to  mem  reluctantly.f  For 
the  experience  of  all  the  planting  States  shows  that  while  good,  fi^sh 
land  is  abundant  and  cheap,  and  the  system  of  culture  required  by 

fFor  statement  of  leties,  see  appendix  B. 
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their  peculiar  ttafdes  leaves  but  litde  leisure  to  kiqnroye,  or  even  to 
•HStaiiiy  old  ground,  impbverishinent  generally,  and  not  seldom  deso- 
lation, soon  sucoeedts  fertility,  even  i^der  the  provident  management 
of  proprietOTS  in  fee.  It  would  be  idle,  then,  to  expect  from  lessees 
much  dure  to  prevent  mute  or  exhaustion.  It  will  be  correctly  in* 
fenoed  from  what  has  been  said  that  I  would  recommend  the  entire 
abandanment  o£  the  leasing  system. 

Should  the  Legislature  concur  vidth  me  on  this  point,  no  local  agents 
will  hereafter  be  necessaiy,  except  f<Nr  the  single  though  impoilant 
purpose  of  protecting  the  public  lands  from  trespassers.    With  a  view 
to  remedy  defects  in  pre-existing  laws  on  this  subject,  the  last  Legis- 
klvre  (of  1846)  made  it  the  duQr  of  the  Register,  in  certain  cases,  to 
appoint  agents— and  authorized  him,  ^*with  the  Governor,  to  fix  their 
compensation."    Without  such  an  extensive  and  intimate  personal 
acquaintance  as  veiy  few  can  possess,  the  Register  or  any  other  in- 
dividual, would  ever,  find  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  make  judi- 
cious i^pcMntments.     Without  such  knowledge  an  appointing  power 
or  funcdonary  is  always  obnoxious  to  imposition,  and  often  subject  to 
censure  which  ought  to  fell  on  others,  on  whom  he  is  obliged  to  rely 
for.  correct  information.    Now,  therefore,  disclaiming  all  proclivity 
to  shrink  from  any  duty  that  I  think  I  can  discharge  with  benefit  to 
the  publio,  I  would  respectftilly  propose  a  modification  of  the  provisions 
referred  to.    Let  agents  be  elected  annually,  in  the  same  manner  that 
members  of  the  legislature  and  coun^  officers  are  elected.     One 
agent  in  each  countjr  would  be  sufficient,  except,  perhaps,  in  some* -of 
the  large  counties^  or  such  as  are  divided  by  streams  which  it  is  in- 
c<mvenient  to  cross.    In  such  cases  let  the  counties  be  divided  into 
districts,,  defined  by  such  streams,  or  by  range  and  township  lines. 
Make  it  the  duty  of  the  agents  to  take  charge  of  aU  State  lands  lying 
in  their  reapective  districts,  4Uid  to  institute  proceedings  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  State,  against  trespassers.    Make  it  Che  duty  of 
Grand  Jurors  also,  to  take  appropriate  legal  cognizance  of  all  tres- 
passes coi;niBg  under  their  own  observation — and  require  the  Judg- 
es of  the  Cbrcuit  Courts  to  charge  said  Jurors  specially  on  the  subject 
As  the  performance  <^  their  duties  will  be  attended  with  some  labor, 
some  expense,  and  in  cases  of  prosecution,  with  no  little  sodium,  it  can- 
not be  expected  that  competent  penons  will  accept  the  trust  without 
reasonable  compensation.    (Existing  laws  do  not  contemplate  gratu- 
iUnu  services.)    What  should  be  the  compensation;  the  Legislature 
can  detennine  best    It  shoukl  be  paid,  however,  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  lands  in  proportion  to  the  quanti^  belonging  to  each  class,  or 
to  its  value  in  the  respective  counties  or  districts.     And,  as  a  ftulher 
incentive  to  fidelity  iod  vigilance,  give  the  agents  a  portion  of  the 
damages  or  fine  ihaX  may  be  assessed  in  every  case  eommenced  at 
their  mstance.    In  cases  of  delinquency,  <^  which  the  conviction  of  a 
trespasser  under  a  prosecution  not  instituted  by  the  agent,  should  be 
prima  facie  evidence,  let  the  delinquent  agent  incur  at  least  a  forfeiture 
of  his  office.    Shoukl  a  vacancy  occur,  let  the  County  Commission- 
ers fill  it  by  an  appointment  ad  interim. 
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If  the  LegHktee  iboaU  adofit  ^ese  i^g^aitMM,  mad  abo  tkn 
which  propoeet  tke  ^nBg^hffkaOf  mmmumfnotsom mU  Shtfe  [ 
it  will  be  Mhrisahle  lo  reqabe  the  pioCecdBg  ageoie  to  dMofy,  j 
mediately  before  e¥«ij«de,  the  kwb  that  aie  to  be  dfeied^aRaaij 
them  under  three  hewlt—lst,  Sod  and  Sid  qoslitlBa,  and  to  I 
Register  with  Hate  of  such  daaiiikatione;  is^ick  liat%  tofather  wttk 
the  notes  of  the  locofMgr  •0BDt8»  would  enaUe  the  Regitler  to  BDnha 
a  jina2«iTaogemeiitthat  woaU  at  leaat  ajujirariaiflip  Ae  tnm  rAitim 
vabie  of  the  difierent  tracts.  The  adrantagea  of  conaniidartBig  tkeae 
duties  would  be  two-fi^ :  wiule  the  aggregate  erwpfnoBtion  io  one 
set  of  agents  might  be  less  than  if  two  were  emplofBdy  it  might  sifll 
be  made  sufficient  to  jsecure  the  services  of  competent  perasos ;  eaA 
the  protecti$%g  acents  being  fiumliar.with  the  lands  tfacoo^  fittqnst 
visits  of  obserratimif  would  be  better  qnaHlled  to  classiff  theoi  than 
other  persons  ^ould  be  fitm  a  sin^  and  profaafalj  a  oanorj  view. 
The  quanti^  of  legishition  diat  has  already  been  had  on  this  sabject, 
evinces  its  inherent  difficult*  SensiUe  of  this,  it  would  be  with  re- 
luctairce  that  I  would  yenture  to  recommend  aba<^utelj,  anj  plan; 
and  it  is  not  without  diffidence  diat  I  propose  the  foregoing. 

By  ui  act  passed  March  3d,  1845,  Congress  graiSed  to  this  State 
ei^t  sections  of  land,  for,  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  seat  ok  Govern- 
ment Anxious  to  make  this  grant  as  prodnetiTe  as  possible,!  addrees 
ed  a  note  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  State,  would  be  permitted  to  locate  the  iand  by  sections,  unreatika- 
ed  by  ^legal  subdivisions."  The  matter  was  iderred  to  the  Com- 
missioner'  of  the  General  Land  Office,  vtiio  gave  it4i8  his  opnuon, 
(which  was  concurred  with  by  the  Secretary,)  that  the  entire  qoanti- 
^  must  *^be  located  in  one  body,  and  4iat  the  seat  of  Government  ahoaJd 
he  fixed  upon  the  land  thus  granted" :  evidently  imjdying  that  the 
grant  was  c(;ttiditional,  and  wwld  be  void  unless  die  sea^^Govem- 
Ynent  should  be  fixed  as  aforesaid.* 

fietter  success  attended  an  eflfort  to  procure  a  modificatieQ  of  in- 
structions regarding  selections  for  deficient  sixteenth  seetioos.  The 
change  refenred  to-  will  enable  the  State  to  select  good  land,  for  this 
most  important  of  all  the  objects  for  which  donations  hai^  been  made 
to  her,  at  much  less  ciost  than  it  could  have  been  done  under  the  pre* 
vious  rules.!' 

By  provisions  in  the  Acts  of  1846,  the  Register  is  required  to  in- 
vest all  surplus  moneys  in  United  Statea  stocks ;  after  reserving 
enough  to  meet  the  expenses  incident  to  seleeting  land*  Estimating^ 
andf  aa  it  is  now  ascertained,  correctly,  that  the  amount  received  ai^ 
receivable  fixHO)  all  sources,  after  discharging  existing  draoands,  woold 
not  more  than  eoS&ce  for  the  purpose  indicated  untu  another  instal- 
ment should  become  due  for  lands  sold  last  Spring,  or  another  ^aala 
shouki  be  mad|^  I  invested  the  temporary  surplus  in  Florida  Treaai^ 
ly  Certificates  at  ui  average  discount  of  four  per  oent,  vanring  ac* 
cording  to  the  number,  er  time  when  each  would  {MVobaUy  be  paid. 

*  Sea  AppiBiidix  C. 
t  Set  Appendix  D. 
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Ry  this  opMatkn  the  credit  of  the  State  has  been  in  mme  degree  up- 
held— the  mone}^  has  been  kept  in  circuktion  at  home — the  means 
a  aired  for  proeeeutiog  the  selection  of  lands  come  in  seasmiably, 
I  an  imntodiale  gain  <x£  95)26,05  has  been  effected  for  the  Sem- 
inary fluMt^    .        , 

i  would  renew  a  suggestion,  made  in  1845,  by  the  Pi^sident  of 
Trustees,  asto  the  inpoitance^of  obtaining  from  the  United  States 
more  fcmnaL  evidence  of  tide  to  lands  granted  to  this  %ato  than  has 
hitherto  been  given.  In  coDsequence  <^  the  defectiye  manner  in 
which  selectioiis  hare  heretofore  been,  and  stiU  are  designUed,  sev* 
eral  tracts  in  Gadsden  ceimty  have  i>een  lost ;  the  only  evidence  ex- 
tant  Uiat  they  ever  were  selected  being  singly  the  letter  ^  U  "  mar- 
ked  on  the  nu^M  in  the  Tallahassee  I^nd  Office,  apparently  <^  verp 
long  standing,  and  of  mysterious  import.  As  soon  as  practicable  a^ 
terl  discovered  that  slight  and  solilary  evidence  of  the  State's  title, 
and  ascertained  that  the  tracts  thus  nuurked  were  worth  ^selecting,  I 
made  a  formal  application  for  them  directly  to  Ae  General  Land  Ofl 
fice ;  but  it  was  too  late.  C^.three  sections  thus^  situated,  two  had 
previously  been  sold  by  die  United  States. 

I  am  not  awai«  that  blame  can  be  properly  imputed  to  any  person 
for  die  loss  of  the  usual  evidence,  if  there  ever  was  any,  in  reference 
to  these  lands.  It  is  possible  that  if  they  were  .genuine  selections 
the  evidence  which  ought  to  have  been  in  the  General.  Land  Office 
was  destroyed  ^'at  the  burning  of  the  Treasury  building  some  years 
ago,"  as  has  been  suggested  in  reference  to  a  correspondence  between 
&  Gov.  of  Florida  and  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  in  regard  to 
the  Seminary  lands,  which  took  place  about  twenty  years  smce.— 
And  it.is  quite  as  possible  that  by  a  coincidence  of  casualties,  the  ev- 
idence  that  should  have  been  in  the  Land  Office  here  may  liave  been 
destroyed  by  the  gtept  fire  in  1848,  which,  as  appeiirs  by  a  letter 
frcMn  die  then  Register  in  this  place  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral  Land  Office,  dated  27th  May,  1848,  did  cbn^mne  the  buil<iing 
in  which  the  District  Land  Office  was  kepi,  together  with  the  furni- 
ture, and  some  papers.  Bift  £hxn  whatever  caose  die  loss,  if  it  be 
one,  did  bccur,  the  &cts  now  stated  shouki  admonish  us  of  the  pro- 
priety of  guaiding  against  foture  losses  ;  and  there  is  no  mode  more 
appropriate  than  the  issuing  of  peEtentitf. 

While  on  this .  subject  t  wiQ  make  anodier  suggesdiHi.  The  Acts 
93  and  24  of  1846  require  the  State  Register  tomake  conveyances 
to  parduisers  from  the  State,  but  present  no  form  of  attesUng  such 
eonveyances.  W(mld  it  not  be  expedient  to  audiorize  the  Secretary 
of  Slffte  to  attest  such  conveyances  under  the  seal  ^  the  State,  and 
idake  diis  a  sufficient  audienticadon  to  entitle  them  to  be 
lecoided?  It  is  not  proposed  to  make  this  the  exclusive  mode  of 
aulhendcaling  State  deeds,  aldiough  it  would  seem  to  be  the  most 
appro|^iate  one ;  but  to  give  it  die  saime  legal  effieairr  that  exisUng 
modes  have.    11  wouM  aflbrd,  at  least,  an  adtStional  facility  to  eflfect 

t  See  Appepdiz  JE.-^'^Meaiit  and  Ganctsl  SttlssMiit. 
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what  it  is  not  ahrays  coayenient  to  dq  under  tli6  geasnllawidAtiBg 
to  coiireyaiices. 

In  the  first  line  of  Sect^  4,  Act  No.  24,  of  1846,  fts  tl^  tct  is 
poblished,  there  is  an  error  which  it  mi|^  be  well  to  camcL  Th» 
word  first  should  be  substituted,  as  it  was  obvioutly  intMided  to  b» 
used,  for  the  word  « tatt." 

In  discharging  (his  duty,  (reporting,)  I  hare  sought  to  compljrfiillj 
with  the  requirements  c£  Uie  law,  and  at  the  same  time  to  avind 
such  latitixle  of  remarks  as  might  subject  me  to  the  imputation  of  en- 
croaching upmi  the  prerogatiyes  or  dudes  of  other  State  fanctionariea. 
U,  therefore,  it  riioukl  seem  to  any  that  I  have  construed  the  la^  too 
strictly^  I  trust  they  will  ascribe  it  to  an  unfeigned  repugiumce  to  ap- 
pear obtrusiye.  CHitheodkerband,shoukiIhaTeuncoi»doufllyMed 
to  observe  in  practice,  wh|Lt  I  approve  in  th^oiy,  I  Jiope  the  error  may 
be  attributed  to  undissembled  zeal  in  a' cause  of  deep  interest  to  every 
citizen  of  Florida^ 

Respectfidly  submitted. 

JOHN  BEARD, 
Regigteir  of  PubUe  Lands  for  the  Stale  of  Florida. 

Tallahasseb,  NovniBn  10, 1847. 


AFFENDIX  TO  REGISTER'S  SkFOET. 


*  UST  OP  fiPSMllf ARY  liAlTDS 

Located  under  acts  of  Cpnosess  of  8d  Mabch,  1823,  and  39th 
,  Janvaet,  1827. 

WEST  OF  APALACHICCftiA  RIVER. 

Subdivifions.  Sec.        Town.       Range.     '  Acres. 


•Wwt  half  of 

•     28 

•7N 

8  W 

318  25 

*Euthaifof 

29    ' 

7  « 

■8«« 

318  00 

•West  half  of 

14 

7  " 

9  « 

317  12 

*AU  of  Section 

15 

*« 

9  « 

63*10 

•All  of  Seclioii 

22 

7'< 

9  «■ 

035  00 

t  All  of  Section 

26 

6  « 

1Q.« 

636  50 

.  2,860  62 
Located  previous  to  the  23d  November,  1846,      19;g70  30 
Total  approved,  22,130  92 

Number  of  Sections  34) — Cleaving  to  be  approved  1^. 

[  •  Apprmd  aoik  MiMh,  1847.—  t  Approfed  lltb  Mmh,  IMT.] 
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£AST  OF  APALACHICOLA. 

S. 

T.S. 

-R.E. 

Acres. 

*A11  of 

28 

1 

7 

642  75 

•All  *f 

21 

6 

c« 

637  25 

•W  hf  N  W  qr,  and  W  hf  S  W  qr 

22 

« 

tt 

159  25 

•All  pf 

28 

ft( 

it 

637  25 

•All  of . 

31 

<« 

ti 

641  50 

•West  half  of 

5 

16 

16 

319  40 

tAllof 

6 

«( 

s« 

640  00 

tAUof 

7 

u 

C( 

637  36 

tAII  of 

8 

c< 

tt 

638  80 

tAlI  of 

9 

i« 

ti 

639  20 

•West  half  of 

10 

it 

ti 

320  40 

•West  half  of 

15 

« 

it 

319  13 

tAU  of 

17 

u 

it 

640  40 

tAU  of 

18 

it 

a 

634  56 

tEasthalfof 

19 

II 

it 

316  20 

tAllof 

20 

«< 

ti 

641  76 

tAU  of 

21 

i< 

ii 

642  40 

tAU  of 

22 

(t 

ti 

638  80 

tWesthalfof 

23 

« 

tt 

321  08 

•West  half  of 

26 

« 

tt 

321  28 

tAU  of 

27 

it  • 

ti 

640  00 

•East  half  and  N  W  qoarter  of 

28 

It 

it 

481  50 

tSonthhalfof 

* 

1 

21 

18 

320  54 

tNor&halfof 

12 

(« 

CI 

321  00 

tAllof 

11 

24 

21 

640  12 

Located  before  Norember,  1846, 

9,924  18 

22,716  11 

Namber  of  Sections  approved,  35  6-8- 

-No.  to  be  approved,  2-8ths. 

liOcated  under  Act  of  3d  Nareh,  I84T. 

lAfproMd  nth  March,  1847. 

See  Letter  from  the  General  Land 

Office,4ated 

mh  March,  1847.] 

Sec. 

T.S. 

R.E. 

Acre*. 

South  West  quarter  of 

4 

10 

13 

161  06 

Sooth  East  quarter  of 

5 

i( 

ti 

160  40 

North  East  quarter  of 

8 

ti 

it 

160  20 

North  West  quarter  of 

9 

u 

ti 

160  00 

AUof 

5 

12 

14  • 

630  00 

AUof 

6 

<» 

II 

621  50 

All  of 

7 

(( 

II 

632  25 

AUof 

8 

tt 

it 

640  00 

AUof 

18 

27 

21 

646  64 

[t  Approred  11th  March,  1847.    See  Letter  from  Gen.  Land  Office,  dated 
90th  Mardi,  1847.    *  Approved  llth  Maj,  1847.    See  Letter  from  Geo.  Land 
Office,  dated  15th  May,  1847. 
Appendix       4 
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SvfbdMdons. 

Sec. 

T.a 

ILE. 

AcMiL 

All  Of 

14 

28 

22 

642  64 

AUdf 

36 

29 

22 

644  0? 

AU«r 

1 

2S 

» 

639  00 

AU«f 

% 

u 

«( 

639  40 

h\ltf 

6 

23 

30 

639  40 

Mttf 

34 

20 

3t) 

689  20 

Fntxkntt 

35 

u 

il 

i93  It 

iUlirf 

at 

«c 

it 

637  44 

AUof 

28 

a 

it 

640  48 

AU«r 

34 

u 

u 

689  04 

fVaetional 

21 

19 

31 

119  31 

Ftoelional 

22 

u      , 

a 

610  43 

IVaetSoaal 

27 

«c 

ftC 

390  90 

All  or 

19 

20 

31 

661  89 

FtacJtktnal 

20 

«c 

<C 

589  03 

Fictional 

25 

u 

«c 

591  53 

fV»etfonaI 

35 

20 

30 

501  6f 

FVa^tMnal 

26 

20 

31 

413  53 

Praddtfnal 

29 

U 

(i 

1«7  63! 

Ftadtsoiwi 

30 

U 

a 

288  28 

AM  Of 

35 

u 

u 

643  9« 

AlUf 

36 

u 

u 

•40  19 

A]l«r 

2 

21 

ii 

dsi  3» 

Mof 

3f^ 

u 

u 

»4  01 

MwoMrfSttl'S^itaNSff,  1M7.    £%«  te^Jrom  ((entrtd  Lcmd  Qfiee,  UuM 

s. 

T.  E. 

ILE. 

AetM. 

AUof  12  13  20  656  9©^ 

AH  of  17  «  **  638  24 

AUbf  21  **  *  638  24 

All  of  1&  I»  21  640  24 

£lif«(Ehfof  SWqr  8  "  «  400  62 

All  ^  17  ^  «  639  40 

ftWNEqr,&ElifolrNW9r,  22  "  "  56121 

N  W  (k  27  «  «  t60  to 

NEqlr  28  **  ^  16Q  10 

Shf  d(  N  E  qr  3  14  2^1  426  73 

lot  4  "«  565  67 

fiWqr&WVofNWqr  3  14  22  230  11 

lBWEhfofNEqfr,WhfofN>^  ^  ^  44388 

Ail  rf  5  «"  567  27 

All  of  6  «  tt  528  07 

Shf,EWofNEqr,&liWqr)  ^  ,,  ^ 
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aoMiTitioBi. 

s. 

T.B. 

R.E. 

Aeret. 

S  W  qr,  W  hf  of  N  W  qr,  &  E  )  « 
hfofSEqr                             J  ^ 

U 

l« 

318  29 

WhfofS.Wqr 

9 

U 

l< 

79  91 

N  hf  &  S  W  qr 

17 

C( 

CC 

4TO5§ 

Ehf.&EbfNWqr 

18 

u 

IC 

373  10 

W  hf,  and  W  kf  S  E  qr 

2 

15 

16 

401  87 

AUof 

3 

<i 

I* 

«4»  39 

AUof 

4 

« 

II 

641  68 

Shf.andBhfofNEqt 

5 

M 

44 

400  25 

^hrandKVVqT 

6 

<c 

K 

480  66 

EhfandNWqr 

7 

^ 

c< 

479  76 

All  of 

e 

fi 

f< 

64Q24 

AUof 

e 

f« 

.<« 

049  df 

AUof 

10 

i< 

«( 

642  24 

N  WqrandWhfofSWqr 

11 

M 

M 

941  17 

NWqr 

15 

M 

fl 

160  68 

NEqt 

17 

■( 

(1 

160  16 

SWqr 

20 

u 

« 

160  06 

Shf 

30 

H 

U 

320  44 

All  of 

SI 

w 

^ 

640  68 

AUof 

32 

M 

41 

640  40 

32.785  38 
Total  approved  54  S.  |  M6th. 
To  be  approv^di  17  S.   M6t^. 

fecapitidation  </ sekctims  approved  the  Adti 

of  1823  and  1827. 

We^  of  Apalacbicola  River,  34  8.  1  Stk. 

Eas|of  Apalaohicola  Rivfr,  35  8.  6:8^^, 

$9  9.  7.8tb8. 

UnderActoflB^' 

At  large,  54  S.  7-8  M6t1i 

Total  approved,  124  S.  6-8  l-16th 

To  be  approved,  19  S.  1-8  -116tb 

144  $.         ' 

Far  iefici(nU  16th  or  School  Secfm^,  h  Neipvfimmfl^^  Difltfict^ 
(Approved,) 

SubdiTiiiont.  S.        T.  S.        R.  E.  Acres. 

ForT.  18,  S,  R  16,  E,  Shf  of  )    '  T 

NWqr,andNbfofSWqr  J    ^  31  «  l^^  7Q 

Tl,R22,E,SbfofSWqr  6  "  ">  .^,  ^^ 

'*    "WhfofNWqr  7  "  "    J  ^^^  ^^ 

TllRH    "s  wqrfcwMofeeqrlS  «<  **    i  qoa  aa 

1^    "WkfofSEqr  20  «  "    >  Tin  qa 

M        a    "Fractioaal  16  11  22   )  ^^  ^^ 
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Sabdivinoni. 

S. 

T.  S. 

R.  E. 

AcM. 

T  12  il  "    "  East  hf  of  S  E  qr 

18 

21 

22    1 

280 

CI        »«     t«  s  w  qr,  n  w  qr  of  8  e  qr 

17 

tc 

187  23 

"        ««     ««  Fractional 

16 

12 

2Si   J 

T9R24    EEhfofSEqr, 

8 

21 

19    1 

160  00 

«        "    •'  WhfofS  Wqr 

9 

•( 

o       ( 

484  61 

•«        i«    «  Fractional 

16 

9 

24   ) 

T34R  17'*  EhfofNEqr 

20 

21 

^?   > 

160  00 

"    «  WhfofN  Wqr 

21 

<« 

C 

337  80 

M        ««    ««  Fractional 

16 

34 

17    ) 

i«         18"  Whf,NhfNEqr) 
dt;  S  hf  S  E  qr        ) 

19 

21 

19  \[ 

487  00 

._    1^ 

144  05 

u        .c    u  Fractional 

16 

34 

18    ) 

T16R19  "  Whf,&WhfSEqr 

30 

21 

19   > 
19   \ 

407  00 

"        •*    "  Fractional 

16 

16 

221  50 

17  R  19  "  All 

33 

21 

19 

640  00 

18      '*    '*  WhfofS  Wqr 

3 

«< 

"    > 

4«        «c     «  Eaathalf 

4 

u 

1 

472  62 

««        M    "  S  hf  of  S  E  qr 

33      . 

20 

19    5 

15R22  "  ShfofSEqr 

34 

it 

"    ) 

471  62 

••        »•    "  N  hf,  ^d  N  E  qr 

3 

21 

"   } 

160  64 

a        it    it  Fractional 

16 

15          22   y 
-^eUdions. 

5439  11 

In  St.  Avgwtine  D\ 

Istrict- 

SabdiTisioM. 

S. 

T.  S. 

R.E. 

Aerat. 

rorT6SR27ELot8  2,  4, 
5,6,7,8,11,12,13,14,15,16,  J 

11 

A 

27 

SI 

mti 

462  23 

T6SR27E,Lot4, 

14 

li 

it 

7  50 

»r  «(  a  it  li    «*  Fractional 

16 

it 

it 

T  8  "R30  "  Lou  1,2,  3,  4,  5, 

29 

8 

?o  ■ 

300  04 

T  8  '«  •*  30  E,  Lot  8 

30 

it 

"   'I 

T  9  S  R  27  E,  Lots  6.7.8,9,10,11, 

17 

9 

27 

202  34 

T  9  S  R  27  E,  Fractional 

16 

u 

"  -; 

447  00 

T  10  S  R  31  E,  Lota  1,2,  3, 

18 

10 

31 

187  11 

T  12  S  R  26  E,  Lots  1.2.3,  4,  5, 

21 

12 

26    ) 
26 

230  48 

T  12  S  R  26  E,  Fractional 

16 

12 

95  77 

1932  47 

Still  to  be  selected  for  deficient  16tli  Sections, 

ascertained, 

- 

- 

- 

27047  50 

For  IrOemal  ImpravemenL 
Reported  this  year,  but  not  yet  acted  on.  155061  14 

The  average  cost  of  selecting  all  of  the  lands,  in  this  schedule  is 
3  1-2  cents  per  acre. 
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B.]     STATEMENT  OF  LEASES  SEMINARY  LANDS. 
f  In  Jackson  Connty. 

^  Yean.  Names  ef  Leetees.  Sume  due. 

'■                   1845.       James  E.  Coulette    -        '-        "^      I        I        $  4^0 

"         J.  W.  Russ,  (nomioal  rent)             ...  1  00 

'i                   1846.       John  G.  Russ 17  50 

IV                      •*          John  P.  Lockey 12  00 

*'          James  E.  Couleile 7  50 

5i                      -<          Elizabeth  Tanner 35  00 

t-                     **          John  G.  RoulhaCy  (nominal)     -        -        -        -  1  00 

**          J.  G.  Russ,                do.        -        -        -        -  t  00 

r                      "          J.  W.  Russ,              do. 1  00 

i                   1^7.       S.C.Bellamy 12  50 

"          Canada  Russ           -        -        -        -        -        -  7  00 

^                       "          A.  Revear            11  25 

;  »U0  75 

In  Gadsden  Ckmnty. 

1844.  George  W.  King    -        -        -        .        -        .  5  00 

1845.  Thomas  Wren      -        -        -                 ,        -      •  15  00 
5;                       *'          A.  R.  Ransome        -        -        -        -        -        -  10  00 

I,                       "          John  R.  Hays 12  00 

"           PelerWylie    -        -        »^   .     -        -        -        -  12  00 

;                       ^          Jesse  Williams 2  00 

"          Elijah  Watson 20  00 

^          Aphonzo  H.  Alley       -        -        -        -  2  50 

"          John  McAlilly 20  00 

^                   1846.       Thomas  J.  Cain  -        -        -        -        -        -  20  00 

5                      "    .     Peter  Wylie 30  00 

**          Aphonzo  H.  Alley 10  00 

i:                      "          John  McAlilly 35  00 

"          William  S.  Gunn 75  00 

<*          Elizabeth  McLaughlin 75  00 

John  Buie -     ,  60  00 

i                      "          William  Russell      -        -        -        •        -        -  20*  00 

,.                       "          Willism  Mitchell 25  00 

Alexander  Campbell        -        <-        -        -        -  18  00 

William  B.  Seely         •        -        -        -        -  15  00 

Thomas  D.  Wilson 15  00 

William  Swann 15  00 

John  Clarke 5  00 

David  W.  Hollomon        -        -        -        •        -  25  00 

Ua  Williams 35  OO' 

Robert  S.  Tucker 35  00 

Pelet  Wylie 35  00 

John  McDougald 60  00 

William  Edwards 3  50 

William  E.  Howell 17  00 


^ 

ftC 

1? 

A* 

-) 

U 

\ 

y 

it 

'9 

•I 

u 

f 

tl 

1847. 

u 

i- 

It 

4 

^« 
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Ye^n.  Names  pf  {^fiSfK^  Sums  Due 

~  George  W.  Phillips     '-        '-        '        '        '-         40  00 

?*  Mary  M.  Bryan 8  00. 

•*  Rachel  King        -    _ 15  Oft 

Total  in  Gadsden,    •        -         $79Q  00 
*•     •*  Jackson,        -        -        110  75 

♦$900  7^ 
*  Of  this  sun  it  is'doabtfal  whether  more  than  $36^  will  he  collfetible. 


C]  CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  SEORBTART  OP 
THE  TREASURY.  ^ 

St.  AvovBTnni,  Sept  2d,  1647. 

Sin  By  the  act  of  8d  March,  1845,  entitled  An  Act  supplemental 
to  th^  act  for  the  admission  of  Florida,  dec,  eight  entire  sections  of 
Isivl  are  gn^ted  to  said  State,  for  the  puipose  of  fixiag  Ibe  Seal  of 
(]U>yernn)ent 

It  k  hoped  that  the  term  '*  entire,"  may  not  he  se  inteipreted,  or 
applied,  as  to  restrict  the  selections  to  the  legal  subdmsions,  or 
section,  lines.  For  such  restriction  would  render  the  gfant  ahnoet 
valueless,  as  the  good  lands  in  Florida  are  much  out  up  with  pre- 
emptions, ^  armed  occupation,"  and  other  private  daima* 

An  early  communication  from  you,  touching  the  matter  suggested, 
or  your  consideration,  is  respectfiilly  solicited. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedieni  senrant, 

JOHN  BEARD, 
Regigter  of  PuUic  Lands  for  the  StaiB  cf  Florida. 

^o^,  R.  J.  Walkkr,  Secretary  of  the  Ij^ftaminir 


Tbxasvbx  Pepahtiibkt,  ) 
&ptomAer  9t^  1847.  ] 
Sir :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  cominumo^^oA  of  the  9d 
inst.,  inquiring  as  to  the  construction  put  by  thjB  PopMtPWnt  on  Hke 
act  of  Sd  March,  184Q,  supplemental  to  thio  iv<^  for  the  admission  of 
Florida,  d^.,  and  have  to  state  in  reply,  that  I  \^Y9  fsforred  the  sasM 
to  the  Conuoissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  for  ^,  report  at  as 
early  date  as  convenient  When  that  report  shall  b^ve  been  re- 
eiiived  and  considered,  you  will  be.  advised  of  tj^e  views  of  ties 
Department  on  the  subject  of  your  communication* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient,  ^^rwifc, 

R^  J.  WALKER,  ^Secretary  of  theTreaswy. 

Jq^N  Bl^ARD,  Es<9^, 

Register  of  PtMc  Lands  for  Slate  of  WMd^  St.  4;ngn9timj  Ha., 
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Tbeasuby  Depabtment, 
Sept  16th,  1847. 
Sm  : — ^Tn  furdier  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  2d  inst,  with 
respect  to  the  congtmction  of  that  portion  of  the  Act  of  8d  March, 
)845,  granting  to  the  State  of  Florida  '^  eight  entire  sections  of  land 
for  the  pmpose  of  fixing  their  seat  of  Government,"  I  herewith  trans- 
init  a  copy  of  a  report  to  me  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  under  date  of  the  10th  inst,  and  the  accompanying 
(ninted  Circiilar,  showing  the  construction  placed  on  that  Act  and 
similar  grants  to  other  Statbs  by  tiie  General  Land  Office;  and  ih  thai 
eonstiuction  I  concur. 

r  am^  Sir,  wery  respectfiiHy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.. 
John  BeakI»,  Esq., 

Register  of  Public  Lands  for  Florida^  St.  Augustine^  Fku 


(copy.) 

General  Land  Office,  > 
September  10th,  1841^  ] 
.  80t : — i  have  tiie  honor  to  ackno^edge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of 
tiie  3d  inst,  &om  John  Beaid,  Esq.,  Re^st^  of  Public  Lands  for  the 
Slate  <^  Florida,  inferred  by  you  to  this  office — ^in  which  tiiat  gen. 
tleman  states  that  it  is  hoped  that  the  terme  of  that  part  of  the  act  of 
Sd  March,  1845,  by  which  there  are  granted  to  the  State  of  Florida, 
^^eig^  entite  sections  <^  land,  for  th^  purpose  of  fixing  their  seat  of 
Government,"  may  not  be  so  interpreted,  or  applied,  as  to  restrict  the 
t^isetions  to  the  legid  subdivisions^  or  sectTon  lines-Mis  such  restric*- 
tion  woald  render  the  grant  almost  valueless,  dec 

In  accordance  witii  your  direction  endorsed  there^,  I  have  the  ho- 
BCfr  to  stiito,  that  in  my  opinion  the  terms  of  the  grant  abovB  mention* 
ed,  tequire  that  the  whole  of  theser  eight  sections  should  be  located 
in  one  body,  at  sclch  pmnt  as  nfity  be  fixed  upon  by  the  proper  author- 
ities of  Floridit,  lis  Uieir  seat  of  Govomraent;  and  that  the  seat  of 
Government  for  that  State,  should  be  fixed  upon  the  lands  thus  grant- 
ed. Such  appeals  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  this  office  on  aU  sim- 
ilar lands,  as  you  will  perceive  by  reference  to  the  enclosed  circular 
to  Register  aiid  Receiver,  of  11th  Oct  1837 — and  the  opinion  of  the 
Solicitor  efdiis  office,  of  19th  September  1687. 
Mr*  Beard's  letter  is  herewith  returned 
Very  Resp^tfiilly, 

Your  Ob't  Serv't, 
(Signed)  RICHARD  M.  YOUNG, 

Comntdssioner. 
Hen.  R.  J.  Wauub^  Sec'y.  ofthe  Ttewary. 
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Solicitor'!  Bitbsau,  \ 
September  19,  1887. 

Sir :  I  have  examined  the  question  propounded  by  the  Register  at 
Kalamazoo,  in  hb  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  viz :  ^  Whether  it  be 
necessary  that  the  selections  made  by  the  several  counties,  under  the 
act  of  May  26th,  1824,  shoidd  be  actually  used  as  sites  of  the  several 
Court  Houses,  or  as  county  seats,  or  whether  they  be  viewed  a» 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  counties  ?" 

The  Register  states,  ^^  that  if  actual  occupancy  as  county  seats  be 
required,  me  advantages  of  the  act  will  be  nugatory ;  that  the 
county  seat  has  long  been  established,  and  if  compeUedto  change  the 
location  on  to  the  tract  selected,  the  county  would  be  loser,  instead  of 
sainer,  by  the  selection.  That  selections  have  heretofore  been  made 
by  counties,  with  the  impression  that  there  was  no  obligation  to  fix 
the  seat  of  justice  on  the  location. -'  The  Register  asks  £e  advice  of 
the  Department,  as  to  the  true  construction  of  the  act 

As  the  question  iHX>bably  involves  a  class  of  cases  somewhat  ex- 
tensive, and  perhaps  errors  in  judgment  by  men  who  will  not  yield  a 
first  impression  widiout  a  reason,  I  have  carefiiUy  turned  my  atten- 
tion to  all  the  acts  of  Congress  which  bestow  privileges  of  this  de- 
scription. 

The  first  act  of  the  kind  l)ears  date  Februaiy  25th,  1811,  and 
authorized  the  entiy  only  of  the  lands  '^  fixed  upon  as  the  sites  of  the 
permanent  seats,"  &c.  and  required  the  patents  to  be  made  to  the 
Commissioners,  d^c.  for  that  purpose.     (L.  U.  S.  Yd.  4,  p.  836.) 

The  next  act  (April  19,  1816,  vol.  6,  p.  69,)  granted  four  sectSons 
to  the  State  of  Indiana,  *'  for  the  purpose  of  fixiog  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment thereon,"  and  required  the  location  to  be  nmde  before  the  public 
sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  surrounding  such  location. 

The  act  of  March  3,  1819,  further  provided  for  said  localioii  faj 
fractions,  but  with  no  oUier  change  of  terms. 

The  act  of  20th  April,  1818,  granted  to  Alabama,  ibr  the  localiott 
of  the  Seat  of  Government  ih^reiny  one  section  <^  land.  (VoL  6v 
p.  851.) 

The  act  of  20th  Februaiy,  1819,  granted  to  the  State  of  Missia- 
sippi  a  quantity  of  land,  not  exceeding  two  entire  sections,  requiiin^ 
the  same  to  be  located  in  one  entire  tract,  at  such  place  as  should 
'^  be  designated  Ibr  the  Seat  of  Government  therein,"  by  the  State, 
and  before  the  commencement  of  the  public  sales  ^  of  the  ac§oining 
and  surrounding  lands  of  the  United  States."     (VoL  6,  p.  374.) 

The  act  of  id  March,  1819,  (same  voL,  p.  426,)  grants  four  sec- 
tions to  the  State  of  Illinois,  '^r  the  purpose  of  fixing  a  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment tAereoit,"  with  similar  provisions  as  to  the  location. 

The  act  of  6th  March,  1820,  (VoL  6,  p.  458,)  makes  a  similar 
grant,  with  similar  restrictions,  to  the  State  of  Missouri. 

The  act  <^  May  15,  1820,  (Vol.  6,  p.  542,)  grants  the  State  of 
Ohio  a  pre-emption  to  a  quarter  section  of  laiM,  at  the^  nunimum 
price,  **  mornear  the  centre  of  each  OHmtifj''*  within  the  cessionmade 
by  the  treaty  of  September  30,  1818*  *^or  the  ettMiehmeiU  of  m  jm^ 
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of  justice  in  said  counties,''  lequiriiig  Uie  purchase  to  be  made  before 
the  public  si^  and  the  seats  of  justice  to  be  ixed  on  ^  lands  so 
selected. 

The  act  of  March  8,  Id^  grants  a  pre*emption  to  one-quarter 
section  each,  for  the  oomties  df  Marengo^  Perry,  and  Decatur,  in 
Alabama,  ^for  the  estal^hment  of  seats  of  justice  iheremf*'  and 
provides,  ^'that  the  seats  of  justice  shall  hejixed  and  contkwed  oif 
the  land  so  localed."    (Vdw  7,  p.  173.) 

The  act  of  May  24^  1824,  grants  a  quarter  section  to  Florida  for 
a  Seat  of  Government,  **  to  be  located  previously  to  a  sale  <^Uie  ad* 
jacent  lands,  under  the  authority  of  the  Governor  thereof,  at  thepoint 
to  be  selected  for  the  permanent  Seat  of  Government  of  said  Terri- 
tory."    (Vd.  7,  p.  275.) 

The  act  of  May  26^  1824,  (now  under  consideration,)  grants  a 
pre-emption  to  oiie*quartor  section  each,  to  the  several  counties  or 
parishes  of  each  Stato  and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  where 
there  are  public  lands,  ^  for  the  establishmoit  of  seats  of  justice 
therein ;"  and  provides,  **  that  the  seat  of  justice  for  said  counties  or 
parishes  respectively,  shall  be  fixed  previously  to  a  sale  of  the  ad* 
joining  lands  within  the  coun^  or  parish  for  which  the  same  is 
located."  The  second  section  of  the  act  repeals  so  much  of  the 
former  laws  ^  as  requires  said  seats  of  justice  to  be  continued  at  or 
near  the  centre  of  said  counties  or  parishes." 

In  looking  at  all  these  laws,  evidently  **in  pari  materioy^*  and 
each  to  be  regarded  an  extension  of  a  like  privilege  to  the  one  granted 
by  the  first  act,  I  cannot,  fi>r  a  moment,  hesitate  as  to  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  act  of  May  26,  1824.  These  acts,  taken  together, 
show  that  Congress  have  intended  throughout  to  pursue  a  imiform 
rule.  The  title  of  the  latter  act,  as  well  as  the  language  used  in  the 
body  of  the  first  section,  plainly  indicates  that  the  intention  was  to 
require  the  location  to  be  made  at  the  point  where  the  seat  of  justice 
should  be  established,  and  that  the  quarter  sections  selected  should 
contain  it.  I  am  of  opinion  that  all  selections  and  purchases  under 
this  act,  which  were  not,  at  the  time  of  entry,  selected  as  the  site  for 
the  seat  of  justice  of  the  proper  county  or  parish,  are  nullities,  and  with- 
out warrant  of  law. 

The  provisions  of  these  several  acts,  which  require  as  a  condition 
the  fixing  of  the  seat  of  justice  before  the  public  sale  of  the  adjacent 
lands,  was,  without  doubt,  to  insure  to  the  United  States  an  equiva- 
lent fbr  the  grant,  in  the  enhanced  price  for  which  the  adjoining  lands 
wouM  sell,  in  consequence  of  being  near  the  seat  of  justice ;  and  it 
may  well  be  doubted,  whether  Congress  could  lawfidly  make  the 
grant  but  for  this  reason.  By  the  compact  with  Virginia,  the  United 
States  took  the  title  of  these  lands  as  Trustees,  *^as  a  common  fund 
for  aU  the  States,*^  and  agreed  ^*ihatthey  should  he  faithfully  and 
bona  fide  disposedoffor  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose 
whatsoever.'^  Without  a  breach  of  fiiith  and  violation  of  contract, 
they  cannot  dispose  of  any  part  of  them  in  a  way  that  shall  impair 
or  diminish  the  aggregate  of^  the  fund.     And  imles?  they  can  grant 
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(hem  80  as  to  protect  the  fund,  hj  an  advance  of  price  in  the  salea 
of  the  adjacent  lands,  or,  hj  some  latitude  oi  construction,  make  ic 
county  or  parish  of  a  particular  State  mean  the  same  thing,  as  **  ofl 
the  States  of  the  Cmfederation^"  I  would  not  faesitafe  t»  declare  the 
grant  an  assumption  of  power,  and  a  Tiolati<m  of  contract 

I  must  advise,  then,  instructing  the  Register  at  Kalamazoo,  and  all 
other  Reffisters  and  Receivers : 

1st  Tnat  the  preemption  granted  to  counties  and  parishes  l^  the 
act  of  May  26, 1824,  is  <^  ue  quaiier  section  cndj  on  which  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  State  shall  have  fixed  and  established, 
prior  to  the  public  sales  d*  the  adjacent  public  lands,  the  seat  of  justice. 

2d.  That  they  be  instructed  to  permit  no  selection  or  entry  to  be 
hereafter  made  in  violation  of  the  above  rule,  and  that  they  rep<»t 
eveiy  selection  not  made  in  accordance  with  it 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  BIRCHARD,  Sciie^ar. 

To  Jammb  Whitoomb,  Esa*,  Commiasianer. 


DO  Cenespondence  Willi  Hie  Commissioner  of  Hie  General  liandOAce* 

St.  AvGmrmvB,  Sept  9th,  1847. 

Sir  : — ^I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  an  important  conflict 
between  the  2d  section  of  the  Act  of  20th  May,  1826,  and  the  second 
general  rule  in  a  Circular  dated  SOth  August,  1832,  addressed  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  Registers  and  Receivers, 
prescribing  the  mode  of  making  selections  for  school  purposes. 

You  wiQ  perceive  that  whilst  the  Circular  restricts  selections  to 
*^  the  nearest  adjacent  Township  wherein  eood  land  exists,"  the  Ad 
of  1826,  in  a  spirit  better  according  with  me  enlightened  purpose  of 
the  grantors,  authorizes  selections  to  be  made  ^  out  <^  any  unaf^pro- 
priated  public  land  wUhin  the  land  district  where  the  Toumship  for 
which  any  tract  is  selected  may  be  siiuated.^^ 

Now,  iif  the  rule  of  the  Circular  is  to  be  adhered  to,  the  purpose 
of  the  grant  must,  in  many  cases,  be  defeated ;  for  an  examination 
of  the  Toumship  entitled  to  a  selection,  and,  when  it  contains  no  good 
land  unappropriated,  of  the  adjacent  Townships,  would,  in  dU  cases, 
by  the  incident  expense,  diminish  the  value  of  the  mnts ;  and,  in 
the  cases  of  small  complements,  woidd  absorb  the  whole. 

On  the  contraiy,  if  the  law  be  the  rule,  selections  may  be  made 
with  the  less  difficult,  at  much  less  expense  to  Florida,  and  with  as 
little  detriment  to  the  interests  of  the  U .  S. 

The  first  two  propositions  are  obvious.  The  third  111  tiy  to  dem* 
onstrate. 

Suppose  we  be  restricted  to  the  rtife.  The  locating  agents  will 
ransack  the  '^adjacent  Tovmships,"  and  as  tracts  too  small  to  be 
taken  by  the  State  for  any  otWpurpose,  may  be  taken  fer  this^  the 
U.  S.  may  thus  lose  many  valuable  tracts.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
law  be  pursued,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  expense,  the  State  agents 
will  locate,  if  practicable,  in  one  bod^,  or  connected  tracts,  in  each 
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hnd  district,  tbe  quantity  required  to  make  up  the  complements  of  oZ 
the  Townships  tit  such  district  And  thus  the  State  would  take  for 
schools  only  what  she  might  take  for  Internal  improvements ;  and  as 
&r  as  the  fj.  S.  are  concerned  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  matter  of  in- 
difference fi>r  which  of  those  objects  the  land  shall  be  taken. 

Hoping  that  the  foregoing  view  may  be  concurred  with,  I  have 
this  day  sent  to  the  Newnansville  office  a  list  of  selections  made  in 
accordance  with  the  Ad  of  1826. 

A  reply,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  will,  especially  if  in  accor- 
dance with  the  above  suggestions,  greatly  expedite  a  troublesome 
business,  and,  Oblige,  Sir,  Tour  ob't  serv't, 

JOHN  BEARD,  Register,  4h;. 

RicHABD  M.  TouNO,  Commissioner. 

Gmnbral  Laito  Office,  September  17,  1847. 
Sm^. — ^In  reply  to  your  COTamunication  of  the  9th  inst,  I  have  to 
state,  that  townships  and  fractional  townships,  within  the  State  of 
Florida,  entitled  to  select  School  Lands  under  the  law  of  1826,  will 
be  permitted  to  make  selections  ^  out  of  any  unappropriated  public 
lana  vnthin  the  land  district  where  the  township  (for  which  the  se- 
lection is  to  be  made)  is  situated. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  M.  YOUNG,  Commissioner. 
John  Beabd,  Etq^,  Register  of  the  State  of  Florida,  SU  Augustine. 

E.]  The  State  of  Florida  in  accousU  with  John  Beard,  Register 

of  PubUe  Lands. 
1847  DR. 

February,  expenses  visiting  General  Land  Office,  on 

the  public  Dusiness,    -  .  -  - 

March,  paid  D.  H.  Burr,  for  services, 
April  1,  paid  Hugh  Archer,  appraiser, 
April  19,  paid  J.  M.  Gould,  for  blanks. 
May  18,  paid  T.  Demilly,  for  work  for  office, 
June  1,  paid  J.  A.  Edmondson^    ... 
June  8,  paid  B.  Barkley,  appraiser, 
May  3,  expenses  attending  sales,  - 
June  7,  Hopkins  &,  Meginniss,  for  sundries  for  office 

use,  -  -  -  -  - 

June  7,  G.  V ingerhoets,  for  desk  and  tables,  • 
June  8,  O.  A.  Myers,  for  services  in  office.  - 
June  8,  Kirksey  &  Seward,  for  cloth  for  oifice. 
June  9,  Floridian  office,  aavertising  and  blanks, 
June  9,  Advertiser,  Apalachicola,  advertising, 
June  10,  Sentinel,  Tallahassee,  '^ 

June  10,  Journal,  Tallahassee,  advertising  and  blanks,  - 
June  10,  P.  A.  Hayward,  books  and  stationery, 
June  14,  Charleston  Mercury,  Advertising,  • 
June  14,  Treasurer,  money  borrowed  by  Governor,  to 

pay  locating  agents,  .  .  -  .      1400  00 


SOI  45 

45  00 

70  00 

20  00 

7  00 

6  65 

92  50 

83  70 

51  18 

34  00 

36  39 

4  00 

60  00 

42  00 

52  50 

66  00 

75  62 

64  48 
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Jon«  U,  Colambns  Times,  foir  ad?ttti«iag,  - 
JuDB  14,  Savaonah  OeoijdaQ,  'f 

October  4,  George  Burt,  for  piiper, - 
MoTtiabar  9,  R  R  Whitiof ,  A>r  lire  feader,  ^ 
NoTember  9,  B.  F.  Whitner,  Jr.,  locating  tandfl, 
NoYember  9,  A.  M.  BaDdolpb,  JtocatiDg  k^ds, 
NoYember  9,  Henry  Wells,  "  « 

NoYember  8,  Samuel  J.  Perry,      ^  " 

November  9,  Britton  Btrkley,       «  " 

November  9,  RF.  Whitner,  Jr.,    *•  '^ 

November  9,  S.  J.  Perry,  appraiser^  ** 

November  9, 0.  A.  Myers,  for  services  in  absence  of  the 

Register,  on  public  business,     - 
November  9,  Hopkins  &  Meginniss,  and-irons,  tongs 

and  shovel, 
November  9,  Postages,  - 

By  balance  in  hands  of  Register  in  Treasury  Certifi* 
cates  and  cash, 


24  50 

29  25 

1  45 

3  50 

1143  30 

2600  00 

410  00 

324  65 

729  69 

63  69 

15  00 

68  33 

2  50 
6  33 


By  cash  received  for  Seminary  Land  sold, 
«    "        "    from  Dr.  D.  L.  White,  ag't  for  rents,  - 
"    "        "    from  late  President  of  Trustees,  - 
i(    <(        «    from  Qov.  Moseiey,  balance  borrowed 
from  Treasurer  as  per  account  allow- 
ed last  year,  •  ^         -        - 
By  premium  on  Treasury  Certificates,    - 

General  statement  of  Seminary  Fimds. 

Due  by  bond  for  land,  

Treasury  Certificates  and  cash  in  bands  of  Register 

as  per  contra, 

Five  per  cent  fund  of  1845,  in  State  Treasury, 

Ditto  of  1846,  ascertained  but  not  received,  - 
Bond  due  by  G.  O.  McMullin,       .... 

Due  by  L«wees,  (exhibit  B.) 

In  Territorial  Treasury,  see  Report  of  Preet.  of  Tms- 

teeein  1846, 

*Rents  collected  by  RBarkley,        .       .       .       . 
^Unsettled  account  of  Hon.  T.  Baltzell,    - 


7,833  66 

5075  33 

$12,908  99 

$11,288  26 

292  30 

1,062  38 

40  00 
226  Qg 

$12,908  99 
$24,032  36 

5,075  33 
975  80 

1,930  92 
956  ^ 
900  75 

40  60 

185  50 

74  56 


$34,172  24 
E.  E.      JOHN  BEARD,  R^gt^  ofPMic  Lmi^M  Tlorda. 
Tallahassee,  Nov.  14th,  1847; 

Examined  and  approved*  W.  D.  MOSELEY. 

*TheM  genlleieeii  bim  ecofonlvnvt  iwdeied,  Afainit  the  ftmd. 
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OOHPTROLLER'S   OIROULAR. 


A.  ) 

E,        > 

346.) 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT,  FLA. 
CoHPTmoLLEs's  Office, 
Tallahassee,  August  24,  1846. 
Snt  :^-The  frequent  application  made  to  this  Department  by  Tax- 
Collectors,  for  infonnation  connected  with  their  duties,  induces  me 
to  address  the  following  summary  of  those  duties,  and  the  laws  af- 
fecting the  same,  with  the  design  of  affording  all  the  aid  within  my 
power  calcdated  to  &cilitate  their  perfonaance,  and  to  promote  the 
prompt  and  effective  collection  of  the  Revenue : 

1st.  The  dOth  section  of  the  Revenue  Act  of  1845,  directs  tiiat 
the  County  Commissioners  of  each  County  shall  hold,  in  the  month 
of  September,  a  special  session  of  their  Court,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amining the  lists  of  insolvencies  and  overcharges  that  may  be  re- 
turned by  the  Sheriffs  of  their  respective  Counties,  &c.  See  p.  30, 
State  Acts, 

2d.  The  24th  Section  of  the  same  Act  requires  all  Tax.Collectors, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  October,  in  every  year,  to  make  dis-  ' 
tress  and  sale  of  foods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements,  of  all  de- 
linquents who  shful  not  have  made  payment  of  Taxes  due  ^  that 
year ;  giving  ten  days  notice  of  any  such  sales,  if  the  property  to  be 
sold  consists  of  goods  and  chattels,  or  other  personal  property,  at  the 
door  of  the  Court-house,  and  at  two  other  pid)lic  places  at  least  with- 
in the  Country  previous  to  the  day  of  sale  ;  and  when  the  delinquent 
has  no  goods  and  chattels  within  the  County,  then  the  lands  and  ten- 
ements of  said  delinquent  may  be  sold  by  the  Sherifl^  or  so  much 
thereof  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  and  satisfy  the  amount  of  Taxes 
due  firom  such  delinquent,  together  with  all  costs  and  charges  accru- 
ing thereon,  provided  that  the  Sheriff  shall  give,  in  the  nearest  news- 
paper published  in  the  State,  at  least  three  months  notice  previous  to 
the  sale  of  any  such  real  estate,  if  &e  delinquent  resides  within  the 
State,  and  six  months  like  notice  if  the  delinquent  resides  out  of  the 
State.  For  the  legal  compensation  of  said  services,  see  24th  sec- 
tion aforesaid. 

3d.  The  31st  eection  of  said  Act  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Sher- 
ifis  of  the  several  Counties  to  settle  their  accounts  with  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  who  shall  allow  all  their  proper  credits  and 
deductions,  as  certified  by  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of 
their  respective  Counties,  as  provided  for  in  the  foregoing  section,  and 
certify  the  balance  due  the  Treasury  Srom  such  Sheri^  who  shall 
pay  the  same  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State  on  or  before  the  fourth 
Monday  of  November  in  each  and  every  year,  iicc. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


38 

4th.  The  law  requires  that  eveiy  Sheriff^  (except  in  Counties 
where  provisions  has  been  made  for  payinc  Jurors,)  should  pron^it- 
ly  collect  the  Fines  and  Forfeitures  imposed  by  the  Circuit  Courts  of 
the  several  Counties,  and  pay  the  amount  so  collected  to  the  Treasu- 
rer of  the  State,  on  the  first  Mondavs  <^  January  and  July  in  each 
and  every  year,  under  the  penalty  of  $500.  See  DuvaTs  Camp.  p. 
164,  and  see.  14,  p.  11,  State  Acts. 

5th.  Taxes  on  Licences  granted  under  the  5th  section  of  the  ReT. 
enu(B  Act  of  1845,  are  to  l^  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State  at 
the  time  prescribed  for  the  payment  of  other  Revenne.  See  see.  31, 
Rev.  Act. 

From  careful  estimates,  which  I  have  made,  of  the  amount  of  taxes 
assessed,  as  returned  by  the  State  assessors,  and  the  amount  of  the 
entire  expenses  of  the  State  Government  for  the  current  fiscal  year 
1845  and  '46, 1  am  satisfied  that,  should  there  be  prompt  payment 
on  the  part  of  the  Tax  Collectors,  the  receipts  into  the  Treasuiy  will 
be  not  only  sufiicient  to  pay  all  the  State's  liabilities,  but  that  there 
will  be  a  considerable  balance  remaining  in  the  Treasuiy  on  the 
fourth  Monday  <^  November  next,  unappropriated. 

I  am  confident  in  the  belief  that  no  actual  risk  would  be  incurred 
by  the  payment  of  the  Treasury  Certificates,  without  regard  to  their 
number.  I  am  sure,  too,  that  it  would  be  grcarly  to  the  benefit  of 
all  concerned,  if  the  Certificates  now  outstandiTi^  were  paid  Indi^* 
criminately  by  the  Tax  Collectors.  The  legal  priority  of  CertiJicatet 
was  given  merely  to  secure,  as  &r  as  practicable,  tfie  payment  for 
services  that  should  be  first  rendered ;  but  no  malerial  ad%'antage 
can  acciue  to  the  holders  on  this  score,  becauso  of  the  late  penod  at 
which  taxes  are  made  payable  into  the  Treasury*  They  wmild,  thpr©- 
ibre,  be  benefitted  by  the  mode  of  payment  as  above  suggesteid. 

The  current  fiscal  year  ends  on  the  3 1st  day  of  October  next,  and 
I  urgently  ask,  for  the  credit  of  our  infimt  State,  that  the  Sheriff  of 
every  county  will  pay  into  the  Treasury  all  money  and  certificates 
that  he  may  be  able  to  collect  prior  to  that  date — that  the  people  may 
see  that,  from  my  report,  which  will  be  laid  before  the  incoming 
Legislature,  there  are  no  demands  against  them  impaid,  and  that 
their  confidence,  in  those  entrusted  with  the  collection  of  the  revenue, 
has  not  been  misi^aced. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BEMIS,  Comptroller. 
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BEPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER, 

BBLATIVE  TO  SOLICITOBs'  8ALABIES,  FEES,  itC. 


Treasukbk'i  Office,    ' ) 
TaUahasses^  Dec.  7,  1847.  ] 
Hon*  J.  B.  Lancastbs,  Speaker  House  pf  Representatives : 

Sir — ^In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepresentativeSf 
adopted  on  the  1st  inst,  requiring  the  Treasurer  forthwith  to  fiimish 
the  House  with  an  abstract  of  aU  the  amounts  of  money  paid  at  the 
Treasury,  with  the  date  diereof,  to  die  several  solicitors  of  this  State, 
since  the  commencement  of  their  respective  terms  of  office  to  this 
date,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  abstracts  called  for  in 
said  resolution,  which  is  respectfully  submitted* 

BENJAMIN  BYRD,  State  Treasurer. 


Amaunt.of  Treasury  Certificates  issued  and  cash  paid  to  J.  Caraway 
Smithy  Solieitor  of  the  Western  Circuit  of  Florida. 

Date  of  certificate.)  No.  lAmt  salary.l  Amt  fees.  |  When  paid. 


Fiscal  year  1846. 

184&-October  11, 

11 

•36  16 

Ist  Dec.  1845. 

December  29, 

112 

•275  00 

16th  Feb.  '46. 

1846-^anuaiy  1, 

192 

50  00 

23d  Nov.   '46. 

January  21, 

201 

250  00 

Ist  Dec     '46. 

April  1, 

256 

50  00 

1st  Dec.     '46. 

May  12, 

270 

190  00 

28th  Nov.  '46. 

**    19, 

271 

195  00 

14th  Dec.  '46. 

Julyl, 

295 

50  00 

4th  Dec.     '46. 

«    8, 

300 

150  00 

4th  Jan.     '47. 

September  21, 

338 

45  00 

18th  Dec.  '46. 

October  1, 

350 

50  00 

19th  Jan.   '47. 

•236  16 

•1105  00 

Fiscal  year  1847. 

1846— Dec.  3, 

13 

150  00 

30th  Mar.  '47. 

December  22, 

34 

225  00 

31st  May,  '47. 

1847— January  1, 

77 

50  00 

7th  Oct.     '47. 

February  8, 

265 

85  00 

26th  Nov.  '47. 

April  1, 

339 

50  00 

Unpaid. 

Julyl, 

389 

50  00 

Unpaid. 

July  10, 

410 

100  00 

Unpaid. 

411 

100  00 

Unpaid. 

412 

145  00 

Unpaid. 

October  1, 

463 

50  00 

Unpaid. 

•200  00 

•805  00 

BENJAMIN  BYRD,  State  Treasurer. 
Trbasusbb's  Officb,  December  3, 1847. 
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Amount  of  Treasury  Cert^eates  issued  to  and  cask  paid  Thomas 
F.  King,  Solicitor  of  the  Southern  Circuit  of  Florida, 


Date   of  certilicate. 

No. 

Amt  salary. 

Amt  fees. 

When  paid. 

Fiscal  year  1846. 

1846— July  1, 

298 

46  87 

4th  Dec,     '46. 

August  28, 

912 

• 

85  00 

29lh  Dec.  '46. 

October  1, 

353 

50  00 

22d  Jan.     '47. 

«96  87 

•85  00 

Fiscal  year  1847. 

1846— Dec.  22. 

35 

40  00 

3l8t  May,  '47. 

1847— January  1, 

80 

50  00 

dtfiOct     '47. 

April  1, 

342 

50  00 

Unpaid. 

May  25, 

350 

45  00 

Unpaid. 

June  22, 

364 

120  00 

Unpaid. 

Julyl, 

392 

50  00 

Unpaid. 

October  1, 

466 

50  00 

Unpaid. 

•200  00 

•205  00 

BENJAMIN  BYRD,  State  Treasurer. 
Treasurer's  Office,  December  3,  1847. 

Amount  of   Treasury  Ceriifcaies  issued  to  and  cash  paid  FtUx 
Livingston,  Solicitor  of  the  Eastern  Circuit  of  Floridcu 


Date  of  Certificate, 


No. 


Amt.  salary. 


Amt  fees. 


When    paid. 


Fiscal  year  1846. 
1846— Jan.  28. 
Jan.  1, 
April  1, 
July  1, 
July  18, 
July  18, 
October  1, 


Fiscal  year  1847. 

1846— Dec.  22, 

1847— Jan.  1, 

Feb.  8, 

Feb.  8, 

April  1, 

June  14, 

Julyl, 

July  20, 

Oct.  1, 


99 
194 
258 
297 
307 
308 
352 


42 
79 
266 
267 
341 
358 
391 
408 
465 


33  43 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 


50  00 


145  00 

85  00 


26th  Jan.  '46. 
24th  Nov.  '46. 
4th  Dec  '46. 
4th  Dec  '46. 
29th  Dec  '46. 
29th  Dec  '46. 
22d  Jan.  '47. 


•233  43 

50  00 

50  00 
50  00 
50  00 


•230  00 

75  00 

100  00 
70  00 

180  00 

85  00 


8th  Oct 
7th  Oct 
Unpaid. 
Unpaid. 
Unpaid. 
Unpaid. 
Unpaid. 
Unpaid. 
Unpaid. 


'47. 
'47. 


•200  00 
Treasi^br's  Office,  9d  Dec  '47. 


•510  00 

B.  BTRD,  State  Tr. 
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Amount  of  Treasury  Cert^caUs  issued^  and  cash  paid  to  Thomas 
J.  HetTj  Esq.j  SoUckor  of  the  MidcUe  CircuU  of  Florida. 


Date  of  Certificate. 


No.  |Amt  salary.]  Amt  fees. 


When  paid. 


Fiscal  year  1846. 
1846— Oct  18, 
Dec  22, 

"   26, 
1846— January  1, 

"  "  16, 

April  1, 
June  2, 

"  19, 
Julyl, 
Oct.  1, 

«  14, 


Fiscal  year  1847. 
1846— Dec.  80, 
Jan.  1, 
April  1, 
MDBiySl, 
Julyl, 
October,  1, 


41 
92 
94 
198 
200 
257 
276 
282 
296 
867 
866 


62 
78 
840 
868 
890 
464 


86  16 

60  00 
60  00 


60  00 
60  00 


•286  16 


60  00 
60  00 

60  00 
60  00 


•200  00 


86  00 
60  00 

126  00 

685  00 
160  00 


196  00 


•1140  00 
886  00 

425  00 


27th  Jan. 
11th  Feb. 
16th  Feb. 
28d  Nov. 
28d  Nov. 
28d  Nov. 
4th  Dec. 
4th  Dec 
1st  Jan. 
22d  Jan. 
22d  Jan. 


'46. 
*46. 
'46. 
'46. 
'46. 
'46. 
'46. 
'46. 
'47. 
'47. 
'47. 


80th  June,  '47. 

18th  Oct  '47. 

Unpaid. 

Unpaid. 

Unpaid. 

Unpaid. 


•1810  00 


BENJAMIN  BYRD,  State  Treasurer. 
TRCAStTBu'i  Office,  8d  Dec  1847. 

Appetidia       6 
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TREASUBER'S  REPORT, 

RELATIVE  TO  BEVBNVE,  FINES  k,  F0BFEITURE8  FOB  YEARS  '45-'6  t,  T. 


Treasurer's  Office, 
Tallahassee,  29th  Dec  1847. 

Hon.  John  Chain,  Speaker  House  Representadyes  : 

Sir — ^In  answer  to  the  following  order  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, adopted  on  the  27th  inst,  viz :  Ordered,  that  the  Treasurer 
and  Comptroller,  be  respectfully  requested  to  inform  this  House,  as 
soon  as  may  be- 
First — ^The  amount  of  Revenue,  Fines  and  Forfeitures,  due  and 
unpaid,  for  the  years  1845-6  and  7. 

Second — ^From  whom  the  same  is  due,  the  amount  due  from  each 
person,  the  date  on  which  each  amount  was,  by  Law,  payable  into 
the  Treasury,  and  the  County  in  which  such  delinquent  resides. 

Third — ^The  reason  why  the  said  dues  have  not  been  collected,  be- 
fore this  time  :  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  suits  have  been  or- 
dered or  instituted,  to  enforce  their  payment,  and  in  cases,  which  are 
not  ordered,  the  reason  therefor. 

Fourth — The  grounds,  if  there  are  any,  for  presuming,  as  implied 
in  their  reports  to  this  House  of  the  20th  inst,  that  a  sufficient 
amount  of  the  balances  due  for  the  years  1846  and  1847,  will  be 
collected,  to  pay  all  the  liabilities  of  the  State,  amounting  to  915^ 
888  13,  outstanding  on  the  18th  inst.,  as  reported  by  the  Treasurer. 
To  the  first,  second,  and  third  inquiries,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to 
the  communication  of  the  Comptroller — all  the  officers  of  the  State 
entrusted  with  the  collection  of  the  Revenue,  of  all  and  eveiy  de- 
scription, are  required  to  make  their  returns  to  the  Comptroller, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  examine,  audit,  adjust  and  settle  them,  and  certify 
the  amount  due  firom  each  of  said  officers. 

To  the  fourth  inquiry — I  respectfiilly  submit  the  following,  as  the 
grounds  on  which  1  presumed  the  baJance  due  for  the  years  1846 
and  1847,  would  bo  collected,  and  sufficient  to  pay  all  the  liabilities 
of  the  State,  amounting  to  $15,888  13,  outstanding  on  the  ISik  in- 
stant, as  reported  by  the  Treasurer.     They  are  these,  to  wit : 

First. — ^The  amount  of  revenue  assessed  for  1846,  was  $51,196 
73^  Of  this  assessment,  I  estimated  that  $40,000  would  be  col- 
lected—of which,  $38,497  99  had  been  collected,  which  wouW 
leave  $1,502  01  yet  to  be  collected,  and  no  doubt  would  be.  Of  this 
last  sum,  $640  31  has,  since  that  date,  been  collected  and  paid  into 
^e  Treasury. 

Second. — ^The  assessment  of  the  revenue  for  1847  was  $51,731 
84.  Of  this  assessment,  I  estimated  that  $40,000  wouki  be  collected, 
at  least.    Of  this  $40,000,  $27,528  28  had  been  collected  and  paid 


Digitized  by 


Google 


43 

into  tho  Treasuiy,  leaTing  a  balance  of  $12,471  72  to  be  collected 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

Third. — ^I  also  estimated  that  there  would  be  collected,  from  fines 
and  forfeitures,  and  auction  tax,  at  least  the  sum  of  f  424  40.  These 
are  estimates  made,  and  the  best  data  that  this  office  afifbrds ;  and 
maj  not  be  realized,  on  the  final  settlement  of  all  the  officers  ac- 
counts, but  I  belieye  will  exceed,  ratiier  than  fidl  short  ot,  the  esti- 
mates. If  they  are  realized,  they  will  produce  the  following  re- 
sults, viz : 
Amount  of  Treasury  Certificates  outstanding  on  the  1 8th 

Dec.  1847,  as  reported  by  the  Treasurer,  was  815,888  13 

To  pay  which  he  had  on  hand  in  cash,  that 

day,  applicable  to  their  payment,  $1,490  00 

Arrears  of  Revenue  for  1846.  as  pr.  above 

estimate, 1,502  01 

Arrears  of  Revenue  for  1847,  as  pr.  above 

estimate, 12,471  72 

Fines  and  Forfeitures  and  Auction  Tax,  as 

pr.  above  estimate,  •        .        .  424  40 


Amounting  in  all  to      .       •         •        -        815,888  13 

The  above  estimates  will  pay  all  the  outstanding  liabilities  of  the 
State,  up  to  the  31st  Oct  1847,  and  leave  a  balance  of  cash  in  the 
Treasury,  on  the  18th  day  of  Dec.  1847,  of  $2,944  50 — subject  to 
the  Contingent  Fund.  If  this  sum  was  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
outstanding  Certificates  on  the  31st  Oct  1847,  it  would  exceed  their 
payment  bv  $2,944  50 — the  amount  reserved  for  the  Contingent 
Fund.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  BYRD,  State  Treasurer. 


OOHPTROLLER'S  REPORT, 

RBLATIVB  TO   FBOTINO,   AHOinrrS,   AND  TO  WHOX  PAID. 


Comptrollbb's  Office,  Jan.  3,  1848. 
Hon.  Speaker  Ho.  Reps.: 

Sir : — ^In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  House  of  the  3 1st  ult, 
I  enclose  herewith  statements  of  amounts  paid  the  last  year  for  pub- 
lic printing,  and  to  whom  and  on  what  accounts.  The  charge  of 
James  A.  Baughey,  for  pubUshing  the  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, adopted  at  the  last  session,  is  included,  though  not  yet  audited. 
I  am  respectfiilly, 

SIMON  TOWLE,  Comptroller. 
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This  book  should  be  returned  to 
the  Library  on  or  before  the  last  date 
stamped  below. 

A  fine  of  five  cents  a  day  is  incurred 
by  retaining  it  beyond  the  specified 
time. 

Please  return  promptly. 
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